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They were apt, under these conditions, to inflict more damage to themselves and friendl
forces than to the enemy. Quote is from Gregory J. Urwin, The United States Cavalry: ,1'

Illustrated History (Dorset: Blandford Press, 1985), p. 48.
31. Wilkinson’s subsequent campaign was defeated on November 11, 1813, at Crysler

Farm, Ontario. See Graves, Field of Glory.

10. Lieutenant Reynold M.
Kirby, 3rd U.S. Artillery”

In the fall of 1813, Montreal became the locus of an ambitious American
~ iffensive. Capturing this strategic area in Lower Canada would immediately sever
ill British supply lines west of it. Once isolated, garrisons from Kingston on Lake
Outario to the farthest reaches of the Niagara frontier would simply wither. The
wverall plan, conceived by Major General James Wilkinson seemed simple enough
i paper. He would lead a large force from Sackets Harbor, New York, on an
imphibious foray down the St. Lawrence River. Simultaneously, another division
lider Major General Wade Hampton would advance from Plattsburgh up the
itke Champlain Valley.* Once in Canada, both columns would then unite in
Ieparation for a concerted drive against Montreal. Compared to the misdirected
orts of the previous year, the Americans now possessed a strategy which was
ilble, possessed decisive effect, and was seemingly within their grasp to accom-
lish. No sooner had operations commenced, however, than things went awry.
Several unforeseen factors militated against implementation of Wilkinson’s
livme. Strategically, it was predicated upon close cooperation between the two
limns as they closed upon Montreal from the west and south. But Wilkinson
il Hampton were bitter enemies whose personal feuding jeopardized unity of
imand. Throughout the campaign they refused to cooperate, or even corre-
Wil in a reasonable manner. Furthermore, both men underestimated the cli-
ule and topography arrayed against them. Hampton had to traverse miles of
mpy woodland which was ably defended by Canadian militia. By compari-
, Wilkinson’s waterborne transit was plagued by inclement weather which
vl the vitality of his men. The biggest obstacle confronting either general was
1nic to all War of 1812 operations — supply. Owing to the remoteness and unde-
pil nature of the frontier, chronic supply shortages inhibited most offensive
itlons.”
lested in the celebrated skirmish at Chateauguay River on October 25,
[iton was nearly out of food and withdrew to winter quarters without cere-
i 01 informing Wilkinson.* That general persevered as far as Cornwall,

ipter was originally published as “Reynold M. Kirby and His Race to Join the Regiment: A Con-
Ulfficer in the War of 1812,” Connecticut History 32 (November 1991): 51-82, and is reprinted

Hnlasion.
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Ontario, where he was soundly thrashed by a smaller British force at Crysler's
Farm on November 11.° Unwilling to admit defeat, he cited Hampton’s refusal (o
forward needed supplies as a pretext for retiring, and he encamped for the win:
ter. Thus American designs against Montreal were thwarted by a curious combl
nation of personal rivalry, logistical shortfalls, and British tactical prowesy
Considering the humiliating setbacks of the previous year, Wilkinson’s bungled
offensive drove the American war effort to its lowest point yet.

A young Connecticut officer bore witness to these events. Reynold Marvi
Kirby was born at Litchfield on March 10, 1790, the son of a noted family. i
father, Ephraim Kirby, was a distinguished Revolutionary War veteran appoinii
by President Thomas Jefferson to serve as Federal judge of the Louisiana e
tory.® Kirby practiced law in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, when the outbreak of
with England induced him to seek a commission. On July 7, 1813, he receiv
appointment as third lieutenant in the 3rd U.S. Artillery which, by contemporal
standards, was an elite unit.” He fought at Crysler’s Farm and subsequently gath
ered two consecutive brevet promotions during the 1814 siege of Fort Erie. Kin
remained a soldier after the war and spent several years as Assistant Adjutant G
eral on the northern frontier. Between 1836 and 1838 he participated in the Flor
Seminole War and in Cherokee Indian removal. Kirby returned north at the bel
of General Winfield Scott and served as a staff officer throughout the so-cal
“Aroostook war” between Maine and New Brunswick. He later functioned as ¢oi
mander of Fort Sullivan, near Eastport, and he retained that position until fati
stricken by fever on October 7, 1842.% ]

The following reproduces the 1813 diary of Reynold Marvin Kirby i
entirety. Considering the paucity of the War of 1812 manuscripts, it is a signiﬂ
discovery and useful to historians for several reasons. First, the document affs
useful insights into the social attitudes and mindset of a junior commissiol
officer at the inception of his military career. Kirby is a meticulous observer of
and events, and his objectivity, although strained in some circumstances, is (i
mendable. This is especially relevant in Kirby’s recital of Wilkinson’s 1813 ¢
paign, for he left one of the few surviving narratives of the Crysler’s Farm delut
Kirby also related in detail the hardships, the primitive living and transporii
conditions found in northern New York. But even casual readers will be strug
the behavior of Federalist sympathizers along this remote frontier. Their an
thy for the military was strong, and young Kirby endured several hartoi
episodes at their hands. So in addition to military considerations, his nari
demonstrates that New York’s political support for the war, traditionally vi
as favorable, was far from unanimous.® Finally, Kirby’s jottings reveal much
the character and temperament of this young Connecticut officer. He emdi|
a headstrong individual, intolerant of delay, and longing for battlefield glon
patriotism was strident, unyielding, and transcended the anti-war sentinie
his native state. But beneath this personal bravado, there is a rising tide of)
peration. His aspirations were met with apathy from superiors; he way
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betrayed to the enemy by fellow countrymen; his first military encounter was a
stunning defeat; and he suffered the ignominy of arrest and court-martial. This
would have tested the mettle of any young officer, but Kirby displayed the forti-
tuude and perseverance of a professional. In sum, scholars can be grateful to Kirby
for his 1813 diary.

The diary of Reynold M. Kirby is owned by the Perkins Library, Duke Uni-
versity, and is reproduced with their permission. It is presented exactly as written,
although the editor has expanded abbreviated place names for the sake of clarity.

Diary of Reynold Marvin Kirby, Lieutenant,
U.S. Artillery, 3d Regiment

1813. Oct. 27. This day I commenced my journey from Pittsfield for the

- Army. I had bid my friend farewell & it was with sadness I took my last view
-l the village from the mountain which divides Massachusetts from the state
- 0l New York. The day was wet and the weather dreary. Autumn had far advanced

Ik the yellow leave & decayed foliage which covered the fields shed a sickly hue
nver the face of creation. On surveying the faces of my stage companions I dis-

~tovered in one corner the countenance of a gentleman who had been rudely
lieated by me in consequence of the receipt of the news of Genl. Harrison’s
ity detailing his victory over the enemy on the 5th." The Federalists had

iembled & while the music was parading in the street & some of the bells were

{lnging — they tolled the bell belonging exclusively to themselves— beat muffled
liims & amused themselves in blowing tin horns. This patriotic conduct had
luen resented & in the endeavor to stop such disgraceful and riotous proceed-
I, a contest ensued. My traveler made use of approbitious epithets, apply-

Ij; them to the army, which were resented by me & produced blows— My
Nlagonist was defeated & this day exhibited upon his face marks of his dis-
‘hinfiture. As no conversation occurred between us, there was no renewal of
liv quarrel & I could judge from his submissive conduct he has no disposition
ittempt a retrieval of his mishap.

Towards evening the rain became incessant & from the deepness of the
inls concluded that it would be dark before we should arrive in Albany. But
i iender appearances doubly sure some evil genius contrived to break our car-
jit down when about 7 miles from the river. This situation delayed our arrival
il 8 o’clock. Fatigue would have driven me early to bed had I not found an
il friends whom for a long time I had not seen.
J0th. Having spent 2 days in Albany —at four o’clock this morning I

lored the stage for Utica. Capt. Norris of the 9th Regt. had accompanied me

i Pittsfield & was proceeding to the army — was again a fellow traveler. We

akfasted in Schenectady, 14 miles: Long rains had materially injured the




198 PART I: THE REGULARS

roads & we now progressed but slowly through the mud. The mail is carried
from Albany to Utica 76 miles in one day —but although I was in the mail
stage, we did not accomplish 60 miles notwithstanding we were upon the roud
constantly for 18 hours. The night was excessively dark & on stopping at the
house where we were to stay, I found one of my trunks stove to pieces upo
the stage rack & most of the contents gone. The other trunk was loose anil
much injured. As the accident had happened but a few moments [before] moal
of my lost articles were recovered, but the mud had covered them & penetratd
in both trunks through the papers & cloths. Although much provoked at tli
carelessness of the driver in not securing my baggage more firmly — I remaing
silent as my misfortune could not be retrieved. A warm fire & a good supp
of which I was much in need soon put all remembrances of it out of my heu
& at 12 o’clock I was lost to all cares in a sound sleep.
31st. Was called for the stage at daylight & have been all day constantl
employed in wading thro’ mud & mire in the rain, snow & hail & am at lenyl
landed at Gray’s Stage House in Utica. i
Those who have been accustomed to the well-wrought & hard roads of N
England can form no idea of the badness of those in this part of the counti
after the rains of autumn & in the spring season. The horses literally waded
much which, by being constantly traveled through, had become almost liguli
floating when agitated in waves & in the path where it was necessary to ('
it was of the depth of two & three feet. »_
Nov. 2d. A wagon with four horses, which by way of distinction is call
a stage, goes once a week from Utica to Sacket Harbor. As no other conveyi "
could be had, Capt. Norris & myself yesterday entered our names as pasué
gers for this day & consequently had the whole day to recover from our faf .
& to survey the town. I had expected & found Utica of much greater exi¢
than it [unclear]: it has been wholly built within 16 or 18 years & has all
appearances of a busy & thriving village : its local situation is upon a low
marshy piece of ground, the streets were miry & without the conveniene
sidewalks & may contain 5000 inhabitants.
Having disencumbered my trunk of the mud with which it was encrus
& in some measure cleaned the clothes contained in it, we were ready al |
the morning to proceed for the harbor which owing to the road & bad (14
ing was a journey of three days altho’ but 72 miles from us. ﬁ
The day was cold & the late storm had left the earth covered with &
[unclear] this is a hilly & wooded country & for 14 miles we conting
ascended, leaving the bed of the Mohawk & the fine land forming its ban ‘
below us. We found our breakfast prepared for us at the village of T'ren
which we left about 11. About 8 in the morning we arrived benumbed wil
at a small collection of houses where there was a Post Office called Browin
we left the wagon at the tavern, hoping to find a good fire. On entering we [t
to be sure the fire—but no prospect of enjoying it influence as the room
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lilled with people. On asking for another room, was told that every one in the
house was occupied. The cause of this collection of company I at length learned
was the presence of the Secretary of War & his suite on their return from the
army."

An officer passing the room in which I stood, observing my uniform, came
[0 me & after asking the news &c.—& understanding that I was on my way to
my Regt. which I thought to be on Grenadier Island at the head of the St.
[awrence — told me that the army had moved down the river with the inten-
(ion of securing their winter quarters in Montreal. Expecting a movement of
(he army I hoped to have been in time to have participated in its operations. I
was consequently much at a loss what course to pursue that would enable me
(0 join it, ere, it would be too late. The gentleman to whom I was indebted for
iy information, on expressing my embarrassment, politely offered an intro-
iluction to Gen. Armstrong for his advice. I was accordingly conducted to his
foom & after learning my situation, told me that I should probably be too late

~ [0 join my regiment — which however I might do if it should be in my power,
~und advised [me] to proceeded to the harbor, where Col. Dennis, command-
gy, would direct me as to the best course to take.”> My written order “was to
- [nin my Regt at Sackets Harbor” — which it was now impossible for me to do

ik it had left this post. I therefore considered myself authorized by this verbal

~lirection of the Secy to join it where ever it might be. We rode six miles this

iyening, over frozen ground, the weather being more severe than I ever knew

|l {4 this season.

3d. The weather of the day formed a contrast to that which for a long time

ieceded it; it was mild & pleasant. About 10 o’clock we passed a detachment
il ibout 700 commanded by the gallant Col. Scott of the 2nd Artillery, who
Weie pushing their march for the harbor — the detachment was composed of
e remains of the 2d Arty.— part of the 16th and 23rd Infy.” I was introduced
1 Col. S. who was here to leave his command & by riding across the country
1 Opdensburgh, expected to come up with the army. I should have also taken
{his route, could my baggage have also been transported, but the road was pass-
uhle with horses only.

About 2 in the afternoon we arrived at Martinsburgh, a small village sit-
ledd upon a high hill & the capital of Lewis County & 45 miles from Utica.
lie roads had now become so excessively bad that our cover’d stage wagon &
i horses were abandoned — our baggage stowed in a common cart with two
jines & the passengers mounted upon horseback. I thought that a stage fare
I 410 from Utica to the harbor would have purchased a safe and commodious
e, but our team which originally was none of the best had continually at
il change depreciated & we were now necessitated to abandon the conveyance
y which altogether [sic]. To compensate in some measure for the inconven-
diie of riding, our horses were good. Before evening we passed the village of
Awville, by far the most pleasant upon this road, and as night closed in arrived
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at Denmark. At Lowville I was accosted in the street by a gentleman whom |
soon recognized as an old acquaintance — Mr. Talcott. I learned that he wil
just establishing here in his profession. I was much urged to leave my horse
stay for the night, but although I should have derived much pleasure froni
compliance with the friendly invitation, yet could not prevail upon mysell |
lose a moment of time, now become doubly precious by the information of {
army having commenced its operations.

The name of our host this night was Johnston. His tavern is called the hosl
between Utica & the harbor. Our supper was good & I early petitioned for |
bed. I was shown the best in the house: I attributed this preference over m
companions (Capt. Norris & Capt. McElroy of the 16th, who joined us at Uticd
to my sword & epaulette which I observed attracted the notice of the rosy face
nymph that prepared our meal & who conducted me to the room I occupied -
if my conjecture was right I dare say that this was the first time my sword serv
me good quarters. \

Nov. 4. Our journey of 6 days was through a level country, the tim
which appeared as far as the eye could reach to cover the whole surface,
heavy & together with the soil, indicated great fertility. Our course from ULl
had been Northwest & the Black [river] which emptied itself into Lake Ontaf
near S. Harbor, now intersected our route at the village of Watertown, the ¢
ital of Jefferson County & 12 miles from the place of my destination. This I
flourishing little place & like other settlements in districts newly inhabited:
cultivated, to spring up by enchantment in the midst of the forest by whil
they are encompassed. Four miles from Watertown to Brownsville is upon
bank of the river which the whole distance is one continued rapid, the wil
continually whitened with foam, the scenery picturesque & beautiful. The
of the stream is limestone & the banks from 4 to 8 feet perpendicular & 1
lar, having the appearance at a little distance of masonry.

Brownsville is the residence of Maj. Genl. Brown, whose seat is the i1
handsome in the village." The mud gave the place a dirty appearance & al &
down we left it for the harbor from which we were 7 miles. 1

Our road was thro’ the woods & more miserable, if possible, than any
had yet passed over. In three hours we accomplished our ride thro” mire & di
ness stopped at what was called by way of preeminence the “Navy Hotel.” Il
encrusted for an inch or more with mud — rooms without furniture & he
without fire, gave me no high promise of good entertainment. I bespoke |
per & immediately went to the quarters of Col. Dennis, Comdg., repu
myself & after being requested to call in the morning, returned to the f
Hotel. Our meal was eat [sic] in a large room without fire or furniture &
most disgustingly dirty. After asking for a bed I was informed that there:
none in the house & was fain lie upon the floor in two dirty blankets & W
pair of saddlebags as a substitute for pillows. The night was cold & temju
ous & notwithstanding my indifferent lodgings I reflected that as a sol »
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ought not to complain when so many of our poor fellows were then without
shelter & patiently enduring all the inclemencies of the season.

Nov. 5th. I rose early & employed the morning in examining the ground
upon which the action was fought on the 27th of May last. A gentleman who
was in the battle accompanied me & pointed out the various positions occu-
picd by the troops during the conflict. The landing of the enemy might have
heen prevented, or at any rate effected with great loss, had the militia stationed
lo oppose it done their duty; the shore of the lake is bold & a kind of natural
lortification of lochs & creeks [and] was used by the officer conducting the
ilefense of the place — here the boats in their approach might have been severely
innoyed with entire safety to our men — but the line of militia fled after the
lirst fire & suffered the enemy to secure their landing. This was about half a
imile from the village, upon a plain bordering the lake & crowded with trees &
Iushes. The enemy advanced this whole distance altho’ the ground was disputed
by inches & were not checked until they had gained the left wing of a range of
linrracks. Here the contest was violent for a few minutes, when the officer lead-

- Iy the attack (Q.M. Genl. Gray) fell & the enemy fled."

The trees bore evidence that the shot were plentifully dealt. Mr. Gilman
jiointed to me the spot where my friend Lt. Col. Backus fell — my feelings were

~ ulrongly excited at the recollections of his worth & the gallant manner in which
e met his death — he lived eight days & was buried at Brownsville.

Sackets Harbor is a most contemptible place — there are no respectable

lboking houses & many sheds & slight temporary habitations erected by the
lullowers & sutlers of the army. It derives its importance from its safe & com-
~odious harbor. The street, for there is but one, is muddy & contains all the

lilth which is collected within the buildings that stand upon it & which is daily

illscharged into it.'s

I called this morning upon Col. Dennis again as requested & after stating

o him my orders, together with my conversation with Genl. Armstrong, was
{uld that he thought he should want me at that post during the winter as their
Were many sick of the 3d Artillery & no officer of the Regt. to oversee them.
Ihis was not the kind of duty I coveted & requested that I might be permitted
i make the best of my way to the army as directed by the Secy — to this appli-
Lition I received no direct answer & was told that I might call again. 1 was not
pleased with this kind of treatment & the day wore away without obtaining my
linnl answer. There were a number of officers about following the army, among
Whom I became acquainted with: Capt. Booker of the Richmond Volunteers,
Lupt. Younge, 15th Infy. & Capt. Ritchie, 2nd Arty & Doct. Van Hoy. I learned
iy uccident that Lt. Col. Mitchell of my Regt. was at the harbor & I determined

i ee him.”
Nov. 6. I made another attack this morning upon Col. Dennis but with-
Il iny success, obtaining neither permission to go nor an order for my stay.

i) leaving him T carried into execution my determination of seeing Col.
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Mitchell. I found him at Fort Volunteer where he had been confined by sicl ‘
ness since the departure of the army. After introducing myself & stzftiflg the
disagreeable situation in which I found myself, he informed me of his inten- ,
tion of proceeding the next day for the army by land & that he hoped to over ]
take it at Ogdensburgh & that if I went on there would no notice be taken of b
it, altho’ it would be better to obtain the consent of Col. Dennis. I was treated
very politely by Col. Mitchell & thought his hint sufficient authority for me (0
leave the detestable place where I then was without further economy. I coul
not endure the idea of confinement at Sackets Harbor with charge of invalidy
while others were employed in active operations, enjoying an opportunity 0
establishing their reputations. .
I immediately went in search of a boat & luckily found one bound i.or th
army. The owner was loading it with barrels of cider, apples3 &c. which
expected to sell. I easily prevailed upon him to omit part of his cargo & talk
on 5 or six passengers & before sundown was on my voyage — bidding, I h(?po
a long farewell to Sackets Harbor, its muddy, filthy streets & its extortio
inhabitants & was without regret that I abandoned my lodgings at the Nn;
Hotel.
The crew of our boat consisted of two men & a boy: & Doct. Van H
Capt. Norris & myself with a sergeant & two young soldiers were the passei
gers. We were [in a ] boat of about 15 feet in length, rigged with a small gaf
one pair of oars. The evening was beautiful and calm — the moon rose at {f
full &I felt happy in being relieved from the embarrassment under which [ |y
lately [languished?]. i
The wind rising about 8, we abandoned our oars & soon doubled I'o
Peninsula which is about 9 miles from the harbor & forms one side of the |
on which it is situated. Having gained the broad lake we put off before a
breeze & heavy sea for Grenadier Island which lay between us & the moutly
the St. Lawrence & although I anticipated some accident from the height ol
waves our boat proved an excellent sea boat & about 12 at night ran into I} g
Harbor on the island, the wind blowing so violently that it was concludel
our boatmen to be [not possible?] in gaining the river. We sought the ¢
house on the island —found a woman & children in it & a good fire of oy
which we took immediate possession. 4
Nov. 7th. Having caught half an hour’s sleep on the floor we were 1 |
by the report of cannon. The sound was in the direction of Kingston,.but,
was not renewed we concluded that it was an alarm at that place occasions
the vicinity of the army & fleet. At daylight we again put off notwithsta ‘
there was no abatement in the wind. The morning was fine & the sun 10
great splendor but the beauties of the views of the lake & shores was losl l
attention that we were obliged to pay to the boat. Point Tibbets which
the right of Long Island & the American side of the St. Lawrence forms ,
side the outlet of Lake Ontario, is difficult to be doubled by small bonll

g
i3
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Ing a blow. The point is rock of some variable height & against which the waves
fow broke in great violence, exhibiting even at a distance of some miles a per-
lect sheet of white foam. While it was doubtful whether we should double the
point now two miles distant & destruction seemingly inevitable if we did not,
% the wind was directly on the shore, the halyards of our small sail gave way
t it let down upon the boat which no longer obeyed the steering oar — rudder
we had none. The boats was filling fast from every [unclear] & I began to think
ol myself when I found that I could be of no service in securing the sail. I
sripped off my coat that I might take advantage of the waves to get on shore
Il the boat went down. Notwithstanding the consternation depicted on the vis-
Aes of all on board — the sail was again rigged & with joy we entered the Amer-
(can channel of the St. Lawrence & soon moored in a small dock where there
Were two or three houses on a place called Gravelly point.

Our line from Grenadier Island 10 miles was made in about an hour. We
lound here three boats bound for the army with provisions &c. They put off
Immediately & 1 got a cup of tea at the house where a British soldier lay

~ Wounded in a late excursion made by a party from Kingston. We learned that
-~ (he fleet lay at the town end of Long Island covering the descent of the army,
~ il which however, we could learn nothing.!s

The wind was perfectly fine & as the waves were not so troublesome as in
the lake our voyage became pleasant. The day was fine, the shores on either side
Wlitho” uncultivated were beautiful.

A10 we saw the fleet anchor across the channel between Long & Charl-
I Island 2 miles from us. Capt. Mix of the Lady of the Lake boarded us in his

Al he told us that the army was probably landed on the Canadian shores
Ielow Ogdensburgh & that we should find it difficult to pass the enemy’s bat-
I0ties at Prescott or to escape their gunboats in the river, but that we could join
lie army altho’ I would be attended with difficulty — he advised us to join com-
iy with the boats which had just passed.

We elected to follow & came up with the boats & found our whole com-

Ny to consist of thirty men — mostly armed & thought ourselves able to make
A handsome resistance to any marauding party which might assail us.

AL3 .M. we were involved in the labyrinths of the Thousand Islands. The
- Lawrence here is 15 miles broad & filled with innumerable rocks & small
linds—no name for the cluster could be more appropriate — it would have
Wi next to impossible to ascertain their number,
We again had recourse to our oars as the wind had entirely subsided. The
Vi of the sun reflected from the unruffled surface of the water were warm &
fimant. Our labor was continued until near 9 in the evening. We had nearly
Iired the islands & the moon enabled us to distinguish the shores & the rocks
L preat distance while the calmness of the weather permitted us to hear every
i, Notwithstanding the fatigue of 24 hours continued exertion, I enjoyed
v beautiful scenery & thought that any labor would be highly compensated

|
I
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T'his was fear among the rocks & I found many similarities between our appear-
ince & situation & the descriptions I had read of the bands of marauding ban-
ditti which formerly infested the forests of France & Germany.

After regaining myself upon some hard sea bread & a slice of raw pork, I
¢xamined my pistols which were in my belt & laying my sword next to my
hody I'rolled myself in a blanket & near a fire I had kindled for myself at a dis-
lance from the company — endeavored to sleep upon a bed of leaves. Fatigue
roon threw me into a slumber from which [ was immediately awoke by a slight
loise near me, on starting up I found it to be Doct. Van Hoy. This prevented
e attempting to get any rest & he took my place while I stood sentry during
the remainder of the night.

Nov. 8th. We resumed our course this morning at sunrise & from keep-
iy under our own shore out of the current made slow progress. The river
Which heretofore had been 10 to 15 miles in width was gradually narrowing &
litowing fine [unclear] at where was descried a house on the Canadian side &
the boatmen claimed it to be 11 miles above Elizabethtown, which I know to
be 12 miles from Prescott. The river was 2 miles across here. About 12 we were
(hrown into confusion by loud halloing. Our people declared it was the Cana-
- llans singing their boat song. We had again sought the shore for safety but in
- W very disadvantageous situation — a low bank in full view of the opposite side
~ lor some miles. Three large batteaux appeared above us descending rapidly. We
*w that they were rowed by six oars each. On descrying our boats they became
~ilent, hugged their own shore & redoubled their exertions. When they had
~junsed our boatmen were unwilling to proceed —concluded it impossible to
vertake the army & apprehensive of the enemy at Elizabeth[town] and Prescott.
We dispatched an intelligent & active young man in pursuit of information
‘Which he pledged to obtain & return by rowing — he said we were 10 miles from
A mall village called Morris, 10 miles above Ogdensburgh. The name of this
hin was Hollister & was well acquainted with the river. We had heard noth-
1 of the army & were perfectly ignorant of the situation of the enemy & of
e practicality of getting to Ogdensburgh — — it was for having these partic-
Alars that we dispatched Hollister. After remaining two or three hours [ grew
Micasy. The boats that had passed would give intelligence of us at Prescott &
Ilthere were any boats or gallies there we would son be attacked — if there were
Hone, we ought to proceed. At length I persuaded one of our boatmen to
Wi on, leaving the others behind us. It was near sunset hat we left our com-
lly & keeping the shade of our own shore with muffled oars rowed reliably
Il We proceeded in this manner until eight. The lights in the village of Eliz-
sheth[town] were now in sight & we redoubled our vigilance & caution.

We were near the shore when we were hailed [unclear] by a man from

for by its enjoyment. I forgot my destination & my own situation & thougl:
of the friends who I had left behind —conjectured what might then be thel
employments. It was Sunday evening. I was suddenly roused from th'is reYcl'll
by the sound of oars— the alarm was instantly given — each boat speedily gained
the cover of our own shore where the thick & lofty pines & hemlocks concealed
us from view. The boats were drawn up side by side with their heads upon ly ;‘
shore, which happened to be high & of which we all took possession. Haviiy
conscilled [sic] as to the cause of our fears it was concluded to be a row galloy
or gun boat of the enemy in pursuit of us as we might have been descried fro
their side by their spies or Indians. The sounds appeared to pass us & secig |
again to approach us from below. I said that they were following up our sha ‘
that they might not miss their prey. It was time to arrange a defense. No o
thought of it but all was confusion. The men in the other boats were tradery
were affrightened at the idea of losing property. All were talkers & none hear
ers. I endeavored to procure Capt. N. to exercise his authority — but he show
no disposition to do it. As I had determined not to be made a prisoner hep [
made up my mind —if driven to it — to escape into the woods where I sho
not be pursued & find my way to the nearest settlement which I found to
25 or 30 miles below us. But as a defense would not interfere with this pla
expressed the liberty of addressing the party, told them that if we exertefl ol
selves we could beat off a single boat even which would not consist of ma
than 30, our own number. This gained order & I posted our while force on |
bank over the boats under cover of the trunk of a large tree which forme
complete breastwork. Having explained to the terrified sutlers the advant
of their situation, I directed them on the advance of the enemy to wait ul
they had gained our boats, which they would suppose we had deserted « (I
at the word every man to fire upon them — as we were secure, not to ﬂy [} ‘
but let the enemy fire — which they must do at random. As we could then ¢
we should have some other shot which would probably be so destructive ]
they would break off — or if they attempted to ascend the bank we could |
them down big stones or our muskets.
Having thus prepared for a defense which I thought would give us ce |
victory, I was rather impatient for the enemy’s approach than otherwise, |
we all soon plainly perceived that there was more than one boat by the irr.
lar & multiplied strokes of the oar. We soon heard the sound of many v
to which I listened with astonishment. After waiting some time in suspeni
the sounds passed off in a direction down the river. When it had .been ull
for a considerable time, we commenced our voyage as retreat was imprig|
& against my wishes. k
Having rowed until 12 we went on shore in the most romantic place |

saw: it was a deep cove, narrow & winding a long distance under high 1 : lind a tree — we found it was Hollister returning [to our] party in a birch
which on each side imperiled over our heads. It was in this place, equally wl lioe & had on descrying us left it. From. him we learned that the army passed
tageous in obscurity & defense, that we went on shore & built fire for the | Witott the night but one before with no loss— that the enemy had that day
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been in Ogdensburgh & carried off some stoves, left there together with lwo
mortars which the army had neglected to carry with them & that the a!arm of
the preceding night was from a division of the enemy descending from Kingstai
in pursuit of the army, that it had that day marched out of Prescott togclh(
with the garrison of that post —1500 strong & that some boats were ascendii
in the river below us as to cut off such boats as might be following the army,!
He told us that before night he had watched two which were then not hall
mile from us in the stream. ‘
At this information our boatmen were frightened & were about retreq 5
ing while the boat & cargo was theirs. I reflected a moment & taking Hollist |
aside, asked him if he would take me & my company to Morris, about a mil
below & if we could then get transportation. He told us that there was a wagoj
&horses around there. I had determined to leave the owners of the boat to the
own fate, as by staying with them we could be of no kind of service & | w
determined to accomplish my object at all hazards. We got safely into a sm |
creek upon which were situated 2 or 3 houses & on inquiring-found there w
neither wagons or horses to be had. We, however, found a pair of oxen & gl ‘
& while they were preparing we bespoke a cup of tea which a very communie
tive old lady offered to prepare immediately. It was now about 12 o’clock at nigl
& we had no thoughts of rest while so near the enemy. E
There were a number of idle & apparently suspicious looking men a\b
the shore where we landed, that I took the precaution to station a sentry in vi
of the river to give notice of the approach of any visitors who might be (ro
blesome, of which I was apprehensive as signals might be easily be made to
opposite side. The baggage was placed upon the sled & we were just'sealc
the table when our soldiers told us there were two boats crossing rapidly ﬁ!
Elizabeth[town]. Our whole party instantly took the road to Ogdensburgh | L
ing through a wood & by going at a rapid pace hoped to leave our pursuer
far behind that they would not attempt to follow — before we commenced |
march, however, we took into custody two men who said they had that nl
deserted from Canada — they were armed with rifles & we thought it bcm‘
take them with us than leave them behind to aid our enemies. ;
After traveling 5 miles we exchanged our sled for a wagon & also hi
Mr. Scovil whose brother I knew in Connecticut to conduct us to Ogd‘
burgh — he told us the river was filled with gunboats which might annoy ;
the road lay in sight of the river the whole way. i
Nov. 9th. At daylight we entered Ogdensburgh, having counted sever
the vessels lying in the river belonging to the enemy.? We stopped ata (i
& the keeper, who was a young & apparently very polite man, told'us inan
to the inquiry that he could procure us a wagon & horses. Our arrlval.coll {
40 or 50 people about the house whose appearances I did not like. As it b i
more light I could see the enemy’s batteries at Prescott plainly—. they wel
miles distant. I had an indifferent opinion of the honesty of the inhabity I

it

b
i

- it of our party we were beyond their reach.

o river, they were marching
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this place — they were mostly [unclear] Tories & for fear of the consequences
thought it prudent to place a soldier near the river to watch the movements on
hoth shores.

Ogdensburg must before the war been a flourishing village — it is pleas-
antly situated & has some respectable dwelling houses but since the commence-
ment of hostilities, the honest part of its inhabitants had left it & spies &

vigabonds now occupied their places. It is a melancholy reflection th
[rontier should [be filled?] with thi

(0 [unclear] every law calculated

at our
s description of people who enable the enemy
for the security of the interior; few friends to

lility to us.

Our polite landlord did not expedite his horses as I wished & on going in
search of them found them still in the stable; on looking to his window also
discovered three candles so placed that they might easily be seen at Prescott —
\ispecting treachery I made him have them taken down instantly & the horses
J'it to at once. We left Ogdensburg at sunrise. After clearing the village saw a
lirge armed boat filled with soldiers crossing to the place. If they were in pur-

We arrived at the first rapid in the St. Lawrence 5 miles below Ogdens-

- burg —at a place called the Red Mill — here was a tavern kept by a Doct. Scott
~Wwho
: bty & fatigue, we here obtained refreshments of which I was much in need.
- Doct. Scott told us that the army were then at the White House 12 miles below
W that the dragoons had crossed to the other shore & most of o
With them. He mounting [sic] his horse to go down as an action
i tike place in the course of the day with the column of the enemy which pad-
illed down the day before. My anxiety to join my corps immediately was redou-
Dl by this information. Not a horse was to be had on the road & we were fain
Joceed again on foot. We soon out-marched our baggage which was in the
Wigon. The day was beautiful, but the road abominable. We

il view of the river which was now rapid & had become compressed to ¥ to ¥
Ul mile in breadth.

appeared a sensible man & perfectly friendly. Much exhausted with anx-

ur force was
was expected

were all the way

About noon we came in sight of the enemy’s force on the opposite side of

rapidly, accompanied by 8 gunboats & galleys.
IXpectation of the action I took a horse from a citizen & soon arrived at the

Wliite House — instead of finding the army in order for action, the boats were

Il getting in the stream for descending. A large force was in march upon the
“iny’s shore. My wagon had not arrived & as all my baggage would be lost
leaving it I was necessitated to suffer the mortification of seeing the army

Wilually disappear while T was left behind. Before our rear guard of dragoons
Ml Out of sight, the enemy column was in view about a mile in the rear. The
linle to me was an interesting sight.
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Our baggage came up & we pushed on to the village of Hamilton, 8 miles
further & luckily found some boats just about to follow the army & going on
board was surprised to meet to meet Capt. Young & Booker, who left the hars
bor the same day with myself & I had just arrived by land.

We came up with the boats of the army at evening & for the first time founl
myself in the Dominion of His Britannic Majesty. The army was 10 miles fromn
Hamilton, in the township of Williamsburgh. With the continued exertions ol
three days & three nights, entirely without sleep & having walked the last 18 hou
upwards of 40 miles, I had now become so exhausted that I was incapable 0
moving. I had accomplished the object which had heretofore stimulated me ¢
nature required that I should take that rest of which I had been so long deprived

The other travelers were in the same situation & we unanimously agree
to descend 2 miles to a house on the American side to spend the night. O
company consisted of Capt. Youngs, Capt. Norris, Doct. Van Hoy, & Doct. Peiis
dergrass whose wife was at the place where we were going, in charge of anothg
gentleman. We arrived at the house & found it filled with people. The buil
ing was of logs. The first story forming one room & the second to which ascen
was by a ladder contained 3 or 4 beds. I threw myself into one & was instan(l
in a sound sleep. ‘

I rose this morning entirely cured of my weariness & as I was in view (
the river, was in expectation of seeing the boats of the army in motion, in tli
meantime a large body of troops moved down upon the opposite bank.
soon learned that this detachment was under the command of Genl. Browi:
consisted of Infantry, Artillery, Riflemen, & dragoons; perhaps 2000 in nuil
ber. After waiting until 11 o’clock & no movement of the flotilla taking plug
our party, consisting of Doct. Pendergrass & his Lady, Mr. Cleveland of Ogden
burg, Doct. Van Hoy, Capt. Youngs & Capt. Norris went to the boat which w
appropriated by Doct. Pendergrass & arrived with 300 boatmen & crossed (!
river to the Canada side, when we took possessed of a tavern & spoke din
The country here is pleasant, its surface level & the soil rich & apparently ey
thing had the aspect of an old settlement — that of 50 or 60 years. The ho
along upon the roads are numerous but we found them inhabited by wo I
only. All the males had fled the approach of the army or had been emb()did
the militia, which we understand was assembled at Cornwall 13 mile farl
down the river. At 2 o’clock we heard firing of musketry & a few field piccel
the direction of Cornwall & knew it to be the detachment of Genl. Brown |
haps slightly engaged — immediately after a heavy cannonade took place |
miles above us, it was very heavy & we judged that 18 or 20 pieces must li
been served.?’ We repaired to our boat, ascended to the army, but previou
reaching it the firing ceased. We found that the enemy’s gunboats had ¢4
down for [the] purpose of destroying the boats of the flotilla as they lay uj
the shore. This attempt was opposed by our gunboats which with the aid |
18 pdrs placed upon the bank soon compelled a retreat. The enemy were ¢

manded by Capt. Mulcaster of the Royal George.? It was near night & the day
had been wet & disagreeable & we were told that a movement would take place
hefore tomorrow. The enemy were in sight & our line of battle had been formed
the whole afternoon. I also learned that the 3d Artillery was in the van with
Gienl. Brown & that consequently I could not join the Regt. before the descent
ol the main body to Cornwall where Brown had dispersed the enemy & cleared
(he river for the passage of the boats.

Our party, for the sake of accommodations agreed to return to the place
where we dined & spent the night, concluding we should be safe from any attack
[rom our vicinity to the army. Our servants & the boatmen were constituted
(he guard & directed to keep two sentries during the night.

11 Nov. Crysler’s Farm. This proved an eventful day to all. My curiosity to
Witness the contest of opposing forces has been gratified, but the termination
hits been far different from what my sanguine hopes had anticipated. The morn-
Ing was wet & cold, and we waited in expectation of the appearance of the boats
iintil noon. A detachment of dragoons passed down below. I learned from Lieut.
ltobinson, the Com’d, that Genl. Brown has succeeded in dispersing the mili-
- lin at Cornwall without opposition & that he carried his dispatches for the
- Lomdg General. We ate dinner at our tavern when a slight & interrupted fire
0l musketry was heard from the army above. As it [was?] they long delayed its
movement. I became convinced that the enemy was attempting to delay its
- ¢mbarkation by threatening an attack which from the firing I had heard, I
~ hought about to take place. I therefore set out on foot for the scene of action.
- Most of the party followed. I passed the boats which were still occupied by
~ lirge detachments & extended for nearly three fourths of a mile across cleared
~lields & its right protected by a woods. The enemy was formed opposite to it
- Ik seemed to occupy the same front. Each consisting of near 1800 men.?* The
~tountry was level but much cut by numerous ravines which entirely obstructed
i [rustrated the movements of the dragoons.

, The action became general through the whole line soon after I came up
with it. T was without a command & traversed from the left to the center as a
jiere spectator — it then occurred to me that I could give no good account of
ysclf should I be wounded, as I had no business there. This reflection induced
e to return immediately to the boats when Col. Swift of the Engineers gave
e 40 or 50 men whom were collected, having left the field for the purpose of
Itinging the wounded & directed me to attach myself with them, to the first
Aepiment which I could join.? I returned to the line & formed upon the left of
(le 16th Infantry. We now had evidently the advantage as the enemy retired
Hint & we followed up our success, driving the enemy near a mile & a half from
Alie ground upon which the action commenced. Our fire was slackened, many
il the Regts. having exhausted their ammunition & no provision having been
Ui to renew the supply, we were compelled to fall back to the position orig-
Iilly occupied.?® The enemy demonstrated no disposition to pursue.
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Nov. 28th. I was this day arraigned before a court-martial of which Caol;
Gaines of the 25th Infy. was president & tried upon the charge exhibited againsl
me by Col. Eustis.* The prosecutor failed in every particular to establish hi
charge & my witness proved that I had showed the utmost perseverance &
assiduity in executing my duty — it was not even shown that any of my meil
had left my command. On being asked by the court if I wished for him to ma
a defense, I replied that to face a charge on such evidence I had no wish (4
reply. {

December 11th. I have been today again called before a court martial
plead anew to the charge of Col. Eustis. It seems the former court at this pou
by which I was tried was ordered by Brig. Genl. Brown, commanding at thi
post. Maj. Genl. Wilkinson commanding the district, being at Malone, declar
the court illegally constituted & their proceedings void & consequently suli
jected me to another trial. On being called upon to plead I refused on the grou
of having been once tried by a court having complete jurisdiction. The que
tion was then argued at length between the Judge Advocate, Major Lush, |
myself & the Court decided that my objections were valid & discharged me;
had in the meantime been told that I was unanimously acquitted by the co
which tried me.

The building of our huts has proceeded slowly —want of boards dela
their completion. The weather has become very cold here & there is still
prospect that our Regt. will remain in their tents for a fortnight. I have not
heard from any of my friends since I left them — this neglect, in my prey
secluded situation is most terribly felt.

Dec. 23rd. The Commander in Chief has issued an order couched in {f
severest language disapproving of the decision of the late court martial by whis
I had been discharged from a second trial upon the ground of having been (1l
by a former court. A new court is formed of which Col. Miller of the 6th Il
is president & tomorrow I am to be assigned for trial.*® '_

Dec. 23rd. Concluding that the earnest & quickest mode of avoidiny |
further continuance of my arrest would be to consent to a trial which of cou
I know would eventuate in my acquittal, I therefore again pleaded not gl
& my trial is over. :

Dec. 25th. We have this day got into our quarters. Mr. Tracy & mysel :
in the same room which is in a rather crude state but hope to live thro’ the w
ter in it. No letters yet. ;

January 1Ist. Genl. Brown has had a ball last night at his quarters, |
Ladies were from the distance of 20 miles & might have amounted, I am
to twenty. About 3 o’clock this morning I was awakened by an alarm gun ¢
beat of the long roll. A firing apparently upon picket No. 1 was distinctly I
The whole army was under arms until morning. The alarm was occasiong
some citizens of the vicinity firing in the New Year. i

Jan. 3 Genl. Orders has declared me honorably acquitted of the chury
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the honorable Lt. Col. Eustis, by the court martial & my sword is restored to
me. Since I have been in quarters my health has been indifferent. The abstrac-
tion of the frost on the logs of the hut & the green unseasoned board, which
the roof is made, together with the dampness of the clay which intervals between
the logs is filled, has rendered the air impure — to which perhaps may be attrib-
tted to the unusual sensations which have attended me for the past few days.
[ recd today letters from my friends in Pittsfield. They are the first I have had
since I left them.

Litchfield, March 26, 1814. On the 4th of Jany. I was most violently attacked
with an intermittent fever which reduced me soon to the lowest ebb. I was
confined to my bunk for more than 20 days, unable to move from it. A move-
ment of the army from French Mills was determined on & it became necessary
[or me to leave the post as soon as possible, although I was extremely weak &
(n much too feeble a state to undertake a journey. I left them on the 5th of Feb-

~ luary, previous to which Col. Macomb informed me that he had appointed me

paymaster of the Regt. My furlough was to repair to my residence until my

- licalth was restored. Col. M. informed me that my papers &c. would be directed

Io me from Washington to Litchfield, which would enable me to enter imme-

~ lintely on the duties of my office.

Maj. Genl. Wilkinson arrived at the Mills the day I left them & the same

iliy Col. Macomb recv’d notices of his appointment as brigadier. I left French
- Mills in the afternoon of the 3d inst. in company with Lieut. Sheldon & lodged
il the house of Doct. Mann, 9 miles.* The next day we went 11 miles to Chateau-

jiiay Four Corners. The sleighing was good but the weather cold. This expo-

e to the weather irritated an obstinate cough with which I had been left by
[ever. On the 7th we took to Plattsburgh, 40 miles. We reached there later, tired
I exhausted. I here saw my brother Edmund.” I stayed with him for the pur-
jse of recruiting strength which had become absolutely necessary. On the 11th
| crossed the lake to Burlington. The distance is 24 miles & I was accompanied
iy Licut. Sheldon, who took the trouble to procure a sleigh to carry me. I took
Ihe stage for Albany, Col. Paulding of Troy was a passenger & I renewed an
iequaintance with him which I had formed a year since. On the 12th at eve-
Wiing we arrived in Troy & Col. Paulding would not suffer me to go on to Albany
i the stage but insisted on my staying with him. We had traveled in three days
110 miles & I consented to accept of his hospitality. I stayed with Col. P. until
{lie 14th. Went this day to Albany. On the 18th took the stage for Litchfield,
Where I arrived on the 19th.

My health was now back as to authorize my return to the Regt. which I

shall do now [sic]. Have yet recd no communication from Washington as I
tipected from my conversation with Gen. Macomb.

March 31st. Yesterday left Litchfield in the stage for the Regiment, stayed

I Canaan last night & arrived at 11 tonight in Albany. The weather bad — the
s worse.
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April 6th. Arrived in Utica last evening from Albany & found my desti:
nation is changed from Sackets Harbor to the Niagara frontier. Genl. Browi
with the 9th, 25th, 11th, 21st Regts & 3d Artillery are on their march for Fort
Niagara. It is expected that the object is to dispossess the enemy of that post;
Capt,. Harris & his troop, L. Dragoons march from here tomorrow from
Brown’s division.*

April 7th. Lennox. The unusual rains of this season of the year have rens
dered the appearance of the country more unfavorable that at any other period
yet the fertility of the soil on the route from Utica to this place is evident,
passed New Hartford which is 4 miles from Utica this morning. The villayg
appears to have 80 houses & as many shops—from thence to Vernon, the nex
village is 13 miles, which has perhaps 30 building —all new & neat. In thi
vicinity are the three glass works which are now manufacturing vast quantitig
of that useful & valuable article —from one of these establishments flint wil
of the first quality have been sold the past winter to the amount of 27,000 dal
lars. :

From Vernon the road enters the Indian territory of the Oneida tribe,
is about 12 miles in length & 10 in width & the land well timbered & extremel!
It is now partially cultivated by the natives who live in log dwellings & in mo
comfort than formerly. Their chief is 110 years of age. The characteristics of (I
tribe are indolence & drunkenness & may be considered the link in the chal
of beings which connect humanity with the beasts. From Vernon to here ix
miles— badness of traveling has prevented our progressing more than 27 mil

April 10th. On leaving Lennox on the morning of the 8th we passed this
the village of Sullivan & at 2 in the afternoon reached Onondaga village:
miles. The western stage here did not arrive until the next morning & we we
compelled to stay overnight. On our route we had a view of the Oneida Il
9 miles on our right & extending a distance east to west of 40 miles. T
west of it lays the Salt Lake, which may be 5 miles in length, on the eastd
extremity of which were situated the celebrated Onondaga Salt Works. I
miles before we reached Onondaga village we passed the romantic little setl
ment of Jamesville. At Onondaga which is the capital of the country of
name, reside the remains of an Indian tribe of that name. They number al
200 — 50 of whom are warriors. They are temperate & industrious— trail
character remarkable in the Indian as they are so seldom found. They have li
within a few years reclaimed from the idle & vicious habits of the Oneida
a prophet who denounced the wrath of the Great Spirit upon all those wh

i

indolent propensities. It has had the effect of rendering them contente
happy.* !

I found here my good friend G. Larned, with whom I had a pleasant
ning. We separated in the morning of the 9th. He went to his station at I
& I finished my journey. Skeneateles is sixteen miles from Onondaga & &
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ated at the outlet of Lake Skeneateles, it is a beautiful & flourishing village. The
lake is 40 miles long [running?] north & south, with a breadth of 6 miles. From
this to Auburn is the town of Aurelius in miles 4 from which we stayed art an
obscure inn, being prevented from proceeding to Cayuga by the lateness of the
night. Cayuga is also in the township of Aurelius & lies at the outlet of its lake,
which is parallel with the Seneca & Skeneateles & of the same dimensions. A
bridge of a mile in length crosses the lake to the western shore from which,
although the weather is disagreeable, we had a fine tour of the village. We now
had six horses attached to our carriage & proceeded with greater expedition on
our journey. At twelve this day we arrived at Geneva which is well built &
apparently in the highest degree thriving. It has 2 churches, many stores &
shops & a large number of stately mansion houses. It is built upon the north
& western side of the Seneca Lake. It is sixteen miles from Geneva to
Canandaigua, which the latter is said to be the rival in hospitality to the for-
mer.

The whole route from Utica here — 96 miles, is through an extremely fer-
lile country & wants but cultivation to render it the most productive & beau-
liful in the United States. It produces immense quantities of plaster, an article

~ In agriculture becoming of the first importance. The beds now open & most
- Improved are in Sullivan. It is formed near the surface & in inexhaustible quan-
 lities. The past winter one individual transported to Albany 800 tons, the whole

expense of which was $16 per ton which brought at that market $25, leaving
liim with a profit of more than seven thousand dollars.
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