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civil prosecution by the farmer, yet certain of punishment by his

-
superiors if he refused to obey orders,2"

The controversy over martial law brought forth very different
opin%pns. ‘Was it really necessary or had the Commissariat simply
done a poor job? Commissary-General Robinson was convincgd that
martial law was essential if his deparément was to operate effectively:

. . as far as relates to procuring Supplies it has ever
been my opinion there is:but one remedy -~ that is, to |,
establish Martial Law in Upper Canada to the furthest Extent.

The Commissariat may be goaded and partial Measures
adopted but without Coertion [sic] the Avarice of most of the
Inhabitants, and the disaffection of many, cannot' be overcome
- Where, the means of Subsisting the Right Division must

always be precarious for I need not inform His Excellency s e
that it is wholly impossible to convey from Quebec all the '
Suppligs necessary for the Troops above Kingstom.
Lieutenant-General Drummond, however, came to the defence of Upper ¢
Canadlans, leaving little doubt as to his own;sentiments: 2 e )

~

I cannot subscribe to Mr. Robinson's opinion with regard

to the Proclamation of Martial Law in a Country, whose Civil R
Libertie8 I am bound to protect. And I cannot omit gbserving N
that I consider it an unfair assertion, that the avarice and > -
disaffection of this Province cannot, without coercion be

overéome. - With reference to the letter, in particular, it

ought not to be forgotten, that this Province might not no% .°

have been an Appendage to the British Crown, were it not four

the blood shed by the Inhabitants in its defence” nor would

the late Major General Sir Isaac Brock have reaped the ° 3 . '
Laurels he did, were it not for their aid and assistance.

Every atom ofstits Produce, beyond the scanty pittance the' *

£ > 3
»

T .

Y \ i .
24sir G. Drummond to LOyd Bathurst, No. 14, 28 May and No.*ZO,"
20 November 1814 (P.A.C., C.O. 42/355, pp. 82-84, 124-130); Sir G.
Drummond to N. Freer, 10 May 1814; E. Couche to Foster, 6 Mayg1814
(P.A.C., R.G. 8, C 118, pp. 95-96, 97-100).
LR
25y, H. Robinsén to N. Freer, 25 January 1815 (P.A.C.,*R. G.,8

¢ 119, p. 33). , y
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people themselves of necessity require, is coﬁbuméd“by the
Troops. —~ Not a grain is taken out of the Province: ' I: should -
be happy to learn, what more can be expected.26

Drummond's retort, for all its zloquence, does n;t reveal the
whole truth, though it cannot be doubted that many did give what .
little surplus they had. Drummond's remarks, which it would appear,
were in part prompted by an obvious pilque over correspondence
involving the Commissariat and the matter of transport arrangements, 2’
do, htwever, “call attention back to the general state of agriculture

« 1in Upper Canada - yet ﬁhey also infer the success of the arrangements
% » "
by which the’ local resources were collected. Drummond regretted the

use of even -a modified form of martial law, but he knew very well

.that there was disaffection and disloyalty in certain areas of Upper
. i

#Canada. Though he felt that a majority of :Upper Canadians was

. well-affected and loyal, he himself had observed that it was

"", .+. a matter of general notoriety that of all the Districts of
’ ‘
this. Province {[Upper Canada), the Johnstown District is, I am sorry
to say, the most disaffected and disloyal."?28

i

® If Robinson's view seems rather too harsh it should be

remembered that it was estimated that over half of the‘white

]

-

26giy G. Drummond to N. Freer, 16 February 1815 (P.A.C.,
R.G. 8, C 374, pp. 20-21).

271t may also be cansidered that Drummond had been born at
Quebec and had served as a major-generdl in Canada from 1808 to 1811.

2831y G. Drummond to Lord Bathurst, No. 22, 2 January 1815
(P.A.€.,»C.0. 42/356, p. 4). o

4
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population of Upper Cantda were Americans.?? Certainly the lack of
specie and the inability to make prompt payments lowered government
credit, creating dissatisfaction and distrust, but even in peacetime

there had been deliberate attempts to force prices up by withholding

30 One of Commodore Yeo's officers felt that some coercion

produce,

-

. . . was absolutely necessary, for in some of the districts the

inhabitants were of such Yankey principles that, without resorting to
this method [impressment] no sleighs would have been got to convey
Officers, men, baggage or any sort of Stores however urgent the -

occasion might be, and as it was, in many places every obstruction

131

was thrown in the way. John Richardson, a Montreal merchant, even

went as far as to suggest that there had been a deliberate conspiracy
-

in the eastern districts to foil the efforts of the Commissariat and
)

starve the troops.32

On the whole, Robinson's position was not without justifica-
tion, though it must be admitted that throwing blame on the obstinacy
of the local inhabitants ‘could easily be used as an expedient to
cover one's own inadequacies.\ Nor is this to suppose that there were

i

not many farmers who simply did not have much in the way of a surplus

4

29, Smith, p. 79. He estimated that six out of ten Upper
Canadians were Americans or their children born in Canada

30yones, "History of Agriculture in Ontario," p. 26.

o

) 31commander David Wingfield, "Four Years on the Lakes of
Canada in 1813, 1814, 1815 and 1816" (P.A.C., M.G. 24, F 21, p. 45).

32{John Richardson], The Letters of Veritas, pp. 79-82
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to offer. Edward A. Talbot claimed that he knew a farmer who had
lived more than twenty years in the eastern districts of Upper Canada

LY
and who maintained that on an average of ten years, f& farmers in

1
i

that area even succeeded in raising enough of the "bread-stuff" for
their own consumption, and consequently never thought about

cultivating any for market. 33

Nor was the Commissariat without fault. Departmental cor-
responden?e does reveal cases of arrogant misbehaviour towards the
local population by certain individuals, but it also indicates
Commissary-General Robinson's ardent desire that such subordinates be
disciplined(or removed altogether, 3" And, at a time when those in
the commisééffht service were frequently under guspicion for
dishonesty, both by the Treasury and in the popular imagination,
Robinson was at least able to report that his own staff in the
Canadas were honest men. In May 1814 two temporary employees, an
issuer and a clerk, were ordered to be imprisoned at‘Montreal, having

been found guilty of fraud, but this was the only case of intentional

deception which came to light during the war., 35 Though there were

33741bot, I, pp. 162-163. See Appendix XXIV. §

34gee correspondence on Deputy Commissary-General F. Drennan's
treatment of Major Salmon of the 2nd Norfolk Militia and the behaviour
of a Mr. Clark of the Commissariat in dealing with farmer Simon Mabee.
P.A.C., R.G. 8, C 119, pp. 102-125 and 173-189.

351mmediately after the war, the summer of 1815, a clerk
who had previously served in Spain abscohded with 10,000 pounds while
negotiating government bills in the United States. An assistant
commissary-general gave chase and pursued the clerk from Albany to

L ]
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occasional dismissals for drunkenness and incompetence among inferior
grades of personnel, Robinson found the situation to be rather
remarkable, the more so considering his difficulties in finding

competent help 1ocally.36

As‘to the leadership of the Commissariat, Robinson's personal
efforts in conducting the opgrations of his department did not go
unnoticed. During the retreat from Plattsburg, Major-General
Frederick P. Robipson, even allowing for some family prejudice, paid
the head of the Commissariat awdeserved compliment: "The Depts. are
2ll jumbled together, and nothing goes right but in the Commissariat.
My Brother, who is the Chief you know, is all intelligence and
activity, but he cannot keep others from dispiaying the most

"37 sSir George

consummate ignorance, and of our suffering thereby.
Prevost, also, thought the efforts of his commissary-general worthy
of special mention to his superiors in London. He found Robinson

"

. . . attentively zealous in Supplying the wants of the Army on the

extensive frontiers of the Canadas . . ." and Prevost himself had

Baltimore, on to Norfolk, Virginia and finally to Philadelphia where
the clerk sailled for Bordeaux. The chase was then resumed in France.
See Proceedings of a Board ‘Officers relative to the desertion of
Commissariat Clerk Shaw, 30 August 1815-(P.A.C., R.G. 8, C 119,
pp. 71-113).

36y, H, Robinson to J. C. Herries, No. 239, 1 June 1814
(P.A.C., W.0. 57/15).

37F, P. Robinson to William Merry, 22 September 1814 (P.A.C.,
M.G. 24, F 21, p. 6).

v
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". . . been witness to the great exertions of all classes of his

department in following up the judicious arrangements he has

instituted."38

The establishment of proper provision depots was an essential
in North America, and British operations along the Canadian frontier
were conducted within a close proximity of those depots.39 The

distances to depots in Upper Canada were prodigious ané the

Commissari was an awesome one. Yet, apart from remote posts
such as thht of Michilimackinac, the supply lines seem to have failed
sexiously dnly once, at Amherstburg in 1813, where the Commissariat
ran out of flour and was forced to substitute potatoes for four or

five days.

Admittedly, British soldiers were subsisted on no delicately
balanced diet. Daily issues varied from time to time depending on
circumstances and even the basic regulation ration swas often found

insufficient, being supplemented with whatever might be at hand. "0

385ir G. Prevost to Lord Bathurst, No. 159, 19 May 1814
(P.A.C., C.0. 42/156, p. 317).

3%Even Procter's furthest operations were only about 50 miles
from Amherstburg, and most of that distance was across Lake Erie.
During Prevost's advance on Plattsburg Robinson's depot at Chazy was
connected by water to St. Johns and Isle aux Noix, while he also drew
on Champlain Village and LaColle., The distance from St. Johns to
Chazy is just under 30 miles. From Chazy to Plattsburg is about 14
miles.

40gee Antony Brett-James, Life in Wellington's Army, London,
1972, pp. 107-120. Ridout, when on the Niagara in 1813, writes of .
stealing apples, pears and peaches "at a great rate,'" while also
foraging for onions, bird eggs, and melons., He also mentions
occasional raids on the fowl and livestock of neighbouring farms. |
See Appendix VIII,

!

/
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Gertainly there were perioas of duress experienced in the Canadas,
particularly in the upper province, yet provisions did not give out
entirely, though the situation often looked grim. The arrangements
by which the Commissariat secured provisions from the enemy‘'s own
territory must be given credit and in the all important matter of
finance, imagination and resourcefulness were again evident in the
introduction of Army Bills in the Canadas ana the clandestine

- negotiation of government bills in the United States. Altogether, it
would not be inappropriate to cite a few lines from one of Wellington's
veterans who wrote in 1816: 'It is true we were sometimes badly off
for biscuit, but taking everything into consideration no army could
be supplied better. Indeed it is a mystery to thousands how we were

supplied so regular as we were,"'!

Despite the fact that the Duke.of Wellington laid particular
emphasis on American inexperience, difficulties and the failure of
their strategy during the war, he did commend highly the efforts of
the British forces in North America and the success of the British
defence of the Canadas cannot be gainsaid. Nor can there be any
doubt but that William H. Robinson, as Lead of the Commissariat,
played a key part in the successes which were achieved by British
arms. The role of the British regula?, the Canadian’milifiaman and
the North American Indian has been acknowledged, but that of the war

commissary has been virtually ignored. Even in his own day, the work

»

41Cited by Brett-James, p. 111.

L
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of the '"bread soldier" was too often taken for granted, the credit
for victories being given solely to those military officer§ who
commanded the forces engaged. Logistical problems dominated the
conduct of the War of 1812, yet for all the effort expended on such
"arduous duties" the Commissariat still receives but scant mention in
histories of the war. Even the name of Prevost's commissary-general

is all but forgotten,

A former deputy-assistant commissary-general, considering the
|
labours of his own career with the army, concluded that:

Feats of this kind are usually buried in oblivion; but
when the magnitude of the difficulties overcome, and the
importance of the results achieved, give them the stamp of
grandeur, history is bound to preserve them, 1f only for the
encouragement of those who may find themselves in similar
circumstances.?

“zAugust Ludolf Schaumann, On the Road with Wellington, edited
and translated by Anthony M. Ludovici, London, 1924, p. xiv.




CHAPTER NINE .

CONCLUSION - LOGISTICS AND THE WAR

The scarcity of local resources was the fundamental condition
which affected all military and naval operations along the Canadian
frontier during the 1812-1814 war. The provision of adequate food,
the basic logistical task, was a matter of constant concern. As the
Canadas' peacetime garrison of 5,600 regulars was reinforced,
reaching as many as 30,000 by the summer of 1814, the anxious efforts
of the Commissariat took on a heightened importance. For although
there was certainly a surplus available for export in good years,
Canadian agricultural production was still at times barely sufficient
for the 347,000 white civilian inhabitants of the Canadas. C;nadian
resources simply could not feed the local population and at the same
time provide the Commissariat with the provisions required by an
augmented wartime establishment, with its increased nuﬁber of troops
and seamen, not to mention the Indian allies and their families. -
Even in the years immediately following the war crop failureg in

Lower Canada brought many families to the threshold of starvation.l

Yet some reliance had to be placed on local produce, for as
Commissary-General Robinson pointed out, the transport system

established within the Canadas was not capable of forwarding all of

.
lsee Ouellet, pp. 219-221. 4
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the provisions, as well as every other article, which might be needed
by the military and naval forces. Local grain production was
expected to supply some of the flour needed, even if consistently
abundant harvests were not to be counted upon. Less was to be
expected from local meat supplies, which were chronically short, much
being imported from the United States. War, however, much aggravated
the normal situation. Any prolonged disruption of the farmer's

usual activities seriously jeopardized yields and as the war
progressed such difficulties increased. The only solution was large-
scale importation, a partial answer being found in smuggling which
brought in produce from the United States -~ a trade which rapidly
became the chief source of supply for fresh meat. Trading with the
enemy, however, could ;;t be considered reliable or safe, nor were
the quantities sufficient for all needs. {Reliance was therefore
placed on the arrival of provisions from the British Isles, while at
one point consideration was also given to drawing some supplies from
the West Indies. But the need to import provisions, in turn placed
an gdded importance on communication and transportation arrangements,
especially within the Canadian theatre of operations. Yet tramsport
was also needed to move an ever—incrqgsing volume of military and
naval stores, for here again it was necessary to import aslmost all of

the "warlike stores" from Britain.

Though the journey across the Atlantic was accomplished with ]
o
relatively little difficulty, transportation in the Canadas

themselves was another matter. Most of the Canadian-American
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frontier was still an area of extensive forests with thinly scattered
and isolated settlements. Roads being few, frequently bad, and often
unusable in wet weather, it was the waterways which provided the
vital links in communication. Yet the cold snows and freezing
temperatures of winter, whicé 80 impressed many Europeans, though
they allowed travel by sleigh, put an effective egd to ;ater
navigation for some five months of the year. Even in peace time the
problem of communication over long distances created considerable
difficulties for the Commissaria;, while the garrisons of the more
remote outposts could expect hardships and lgng periods of isolation.

The farther west that British forces were posted the more tenuous and

vulnerable became their line of communication and supply.

Reinforcements, provisions and stores arriving in the
St. Lawrence could be moved with relative ease as far as Montreal,
but from that point westward transport became markedly mog@ difficult.
The bateau journey along the upper St. Lawrence was labOﬁ%ous and
slow but movement west from Kingston to York, Burlington,and the
Niagara, using Lake Ontario, was comparatively easy. Agter
negotiating the Niagdra River, Lake Erie provided a convenient route
to Amherstburg. In all, the journey from Quebec to Fort Malden
covered over 700 miles, and beyond that point it was ?till another

300 miles to the post at St. Joseph's.

Besides the immediate physical difficulties aéd the great

distances to be travelled, the lines of communication were also in

.-
v
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constant danger of being cut by the enemy. Use of the lakes depended ¢
on maintaining a naval dominagce. When this was lost, the only
alternative was the land route. That along the northern rim of Lake
Ontario was unsuitable for extensive transport and exposed to attack.
Much of the upper §t. Lawren;e actually formed tfie border with the

A
United States and could be easily commanded by hosglie forces. As
Upper Canada relied on the St, Lawrence for its military and naval,
stores, provisions and reinforcements, the potential danger was
great, yet to the amazement of British oﬁficers, the Americans made

incredibly little effort to.disrupt this important line of com-

munication.

-

Movement, however, was also affected by the lack of Canadian
resources. In the upper province there were not adequate numbers of
vehicles or animals available for extensive land transport. Forage
was often difficult to procure, especially in the more "exhaustef"
areas and by the end of the war Drummond was expecting a serious
shortage the following spring.2 On the upper St. Lawrence the
bateau service required an ever-increasing number of- local menwto
maintain‘it._ This service provided the vital link between the upper
‘and the lower provinces and was absolutely essentialzfor the

maintenance of military and naval forces in Upper Canada; yet its

very existence seemed in jeopardy from a lack of manpower,

a - »
284r G. Drummond to Sir G: Prevost, 14 February 1815 (P.A.C.,
RoGn 8, ppu 108"'113).

_:,_,g’
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« Obtaining Canadian labourers was always dffficult, and the
) &

. Co extrayagant demands for manpower made during the war threatened to

'

disrupt the whole economy, bringing ruin to agriculture. The bateau
service alone employed literally thousands of Lower Canadians, called
from their farms on corvée. The tentative’plans for 1815 would have

‘required the continual employment of a minimum of 3,100 men at any
%, AN
one time to keep bateaux and Dirham boats along the upper

o

3 Rotating this duty by means of

St. Lawrence in constant service.

the corvée would have affected many times that number, yet even
¥ -

> before the expansion of the bateaufﬁéxvice in 1814, the assembly of

o,

Lower Canada had petitioned for relief. The situation was much

worsened by the fact that the bateau service itself became

increasingly unpopular, while the corvée was never a satisfactory

way of obtaining the necessary labourers.

Here, again, the resources of the Canadas were limited.
Canadian manpower was not inexhaustible. If an extensive transport
gervice was to be maintained by using local men, agriculture muét
suffer accordingly. Mobilizing the population for active field
* : servicejin‘the m%liFia could only worsen an already awkward situation.
In 1814 the érriva} of heavy reinforcements of British regulars
seemed to offer th; only solution. Men from the battalions of Select

Embodied Militia of the lower province could be employed exclusively

‘on transport while in a similar way most militia duty could be

<
M

o~ ‘o

. i . 3See Appendix XVII.
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<
dispensed with and farmers returned to their normal activities. Yet

the basic dilemma remained - there was not enough Canadian manpower

to satisfy, both the needs of agriculture and the demands for

government service in wartime.

The many problems of supply and movement in the Canadas had a
marked effect on the course of the-war. For commanding generals, :
real success was an elusive object. The Duke of Wellington, when
asked to accept a military command in North America, -greed, but
replied that he did not promise himgelf much success the}'e.4
Wellington was undoubtedly too modest, but his remarks on the.

o  possibilities for future operations against the United States,
addressed to Lord Bathurst in February 1814, came directly to the
very heart of military problems on the North American continent:

But even if we had that superiority [on the lakes], I
should doubt our being able to do more than secure the points
on those lakes at which the Americans could have access. 1Im
such countries as America, very extensive, thinly peopled and
producing but little food in proportion to their extent,
military operations by large bodies are impracticable, unless’
the party carrying them on has the uninterrupted use of a
navigable river, or very extensive means of land Transport,
which such a country can rarely supply.

I conceive, therefore, that were your army larger than the
proposed augmentation would make it, you could not quit the
lakes; and, indeed you would be tied to them the more
necessarily in proportion as your army would be 1arge»5

Major-General Frederick P. Robinson, writing in the midst of

the British retreat from Platsburg in September 1814, was convinced

4Hitsman, Incredible War, p. 234. ¢

5 f

Ibid., cited on pp. 188-189. ) .

«
‘(»
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of the futility of extended offensives in a country such as North
America, for, he wrote, "This is no field for a military man above

the rank of a Colonel of Riflemen . , . nothing but a defensive war

N
< -

can or ought to be attempted here . . ."6 As in previous North

-

American wars, the need to majntain and protect long lines of com- 1

munication determined.the rapidity and strength with which force
: , .
could be exerted at the ends of those lines and the same factors

which so cramped British operations also affected American plans.

*

Indeed, Captain De Gaugreben, a German engineer who had served with

the BritisH on the Niagara, was certain that it was the extensive
, ! .
tracts of undeveloped frontier wqﬁch had largely decided the issue of

-

the war: A

This very extent; in a state of nature, was during the
war, the Cauge that prevented the Americans from making a
long stand on any point of our frontier and obligéd them to
; fall into their own Country. We have seen this ip the
{ Campaign of 1813 when General Harrison drove our Troops from
Detroit to Burlington Heights. He was stopped in his march-
ing to Burlington Heights by the long and bad road, and on
account of his not being able to be supplied with provisions,
ammunition etc. etc. Further General Brown in the Campaign
H of 1814, was forced to give up his Conquest and to retreat to
F6rt Erie and from-thence into the United States on account
of not having the necessary military supplies at hand; and to
obtain them out of the United States was accompanied with
very great expences and difficulties on account of the bad
roads leading from the American resources through that extent
of Wilderness.” -

3
1}

,

6Major—General Frederick P. Robinson to Merry, 22 September’
, 1814 (P.A. C., M.G. 24, F 21, pp. 6, 8).

7Captainki? De Gaugreben, "Memoir on the Defence of Uppér
Canada," 10 November 1815 (P.A.C., M.G. 24, F 23, pp. 32-33). His
femarks on the Niagara campaign of 1814 gloss over the actual events,
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4 The glory which Brock's defence of Upper Canada attracted to

-
>

itself* at the beginning of the War of-1812, was soon replaced by a

céontinuing dopflict which seemed to produce no conclusive winner.
. A

.” The generals who commanded the armies of both nations during the war

v

,have frequently been criticized - the more unfortunate held up to

-

ridicule for their shortcomings. Yet the traditional emphasis on
battles won and lost, -on military blunders and brilliant strokes, has

clouded some elementary truths about the nature of warfare in North
[ ]

America. Certainly, there were those who must be held culpable for

their fatlures, but the immense logistical problems they faced are
- < £ 3
too gften minimized or even forgotten.

& Gedgraphy created problems of communication and supply so

13

great that the pfincipal task of generalship was in simply moving a

b force of moderate size into contact with the enemy. The armies of

* 3

' the Canadian War of 1812, although huge in terms of logistical effort,

were indeed small by contemporary European standards and miniscule in

-
"

~éberms of thggratio of manpower to space. Map strategy might be

~

* §airly simple, but the great difficulty of moving even these small
érmies over enormous distances made strategy all too susceptible to””
2 the {mponderables of weather, timing and pure accident. The tedium

- éfﬁfadministrative“ problems, the organizational difficulties which
‘t‘,i [ ”»

s E
s

~

- AN . @ )
= . but as an overall observation on the campaign are essentlially correct.

De Baugreben concluded his memoir with a proposal to maintain a
«  guffictently wide barrier of wilderness aleng the frontier as a
deterrent to any further American plans to invade the Canadas.

¢

+
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were encountered in mounting any operation, consumed much energy and
effort long before the day of battle finally arrived. An all too .
short encounter with the enemy could shatter the careful labour of
months while the continual pressure of acquiring and transporting

supplies and reinforcements across an extended and little developed
frontier, soon reasserted itself as the smoke of battle,cleared and

the casualties were counted.

.
Logistical difficulties proved decisive in the campaigns
fought along the Canadian-American frontier. The effectiveness of

both belligerents was blunted by the tremendous problems of supply

and movement. Compared to the marches undertaken by Wellington, from

-

his bases on the Portuguese border, British operations along the

L4

Canadian frontier did not stray far from the permanently established
depots, yet“it must be considered that the initial distances covered,

S

in orded to move supplies to depots in the Canadian interior, were
;lready enormous. Offensive operations in North : erica, carried on
for any distance across the frontier into thé‘territory,of the enemy,
failed consistently. Water communications were vital and success
demanded control of the water routes. Without this prerequisite,

offensive designs were too easily compromised, while even defence

became largely a matters of endurance.

Attaining the necessary naval ascendency on the lakes, which

was so critical to military operations, was in turn dependent’ on the

ability of each side to compete in an ever escalating contest of ship

..

congtruction. The logistics involved in movingfthe necessary
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materials to the inland naval bases placed a most severe strain on

the transport system. In H. F. Landon's words, "This was the miracle

of the War of 1812 on the Northern New York frontier, the miracle of
construction, transportation and supply."8 On the British side
Commissary-General Robinson handled this burden, and those other

duties charged to his responsibility, with commendable énergy and

foresight, yet it provgd imposgible to do everything which might have ‘
‘been wished for. At the beginning of the war Robinson's Commissariat
Department numbered only thirty-three officers and clerks and in the
course of the conflict his establishment was increased to about two
hundred. The perseverence of Robinson's staff, seconded most
\noticeably by th&B? Lower Canadians employed on the bateau service,
provided the essential logistical support, which despite the
tremendous difficulties, made possible a successful defence of the

Canadas. For although Lord Bathurst's more sanguine hopes for the

cémapign of 1814 wére not realized, Wellington, at least, appreciated

at all times dependent on thé continuous and effective functioning

of the supply services.

Yet, despite the obvious influence of logistical problems on

+

the course of events, the size of the Commissariat's staff, ‘and the P

—

_
transport arrangements allowed by the Treasury, were never‘adequatgiﬁ///

»

BH. F. Landon, Bugles on the Border, p. 2.




-

to satisfy the Commissary-General, nor to completely fulfil the

duties expected of his department., WNevertheless} whatever the

shortcomings of the army's "civil administration," Commissary-
General Robinson could ‘feel justified for ‘some pride in the work of
the Commigsariat - even if others paid little attention to such

accomplishments,. In a war which was little distinguished, after the

-

death of Brock, by spectacular military exploits, the logistical

—_—

achievements of the British Commisgariat in the Canadas were

impressive. '

oo
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APPENDIX I -
OFFICES OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE ARMY, c. 1812
Hald £ intments above th , ( |
olders cf appointments & s
line changed pv?nth the pohitical ' CROWN
administration. 4 Board of Ordnance
TREASURY ! SECRETARYor STATE EASTER-GENERAL' .
Under Secretary of Stat '
' or OFfic m
Paymaster-Gll  [SECRETARYor WAR] 134
S 2NN B Adv Gl o
="E- Depy Secretary- (Horse Guards ————————— -l-—-—- »———} ————— ~-—
at-War Comm®in-Chie RAGRArty] Ii-GliFortiGﬁa‘.
Auditag-Gaal AG QM6 “Wast s n%p-Sen
e e e '
Purveyor-GUf Apothecary-Gl I weld Train)
Commr-in-Chie? %';‘3?;9 - N Genl DFFec 'btn_a_r_'_] }
Accounts Stor Genl [Genl [Hospl
| - Cavairy & Infantry Regiments :
Lontractors fe—s Colonasls i
Agents. ’ ¥
Audnbng Transport || Hospital Physicians,)|Men clothed | |Promotion]] Routes ) Artillerymen,] [Engineers, '
of Provisions{istorer & {{ Orugs {1 Surgeons {ldisciphned @ lcertain a g Certain stores || arms Engineers’ t
Accounts| | Stores |lpravisionsi _paid intmentsi| Quarters ammunit tools !
; |

(From S. G4 P. Ward, Wellington's Headquarters, p. 7) —*-




*  River Richelieu

'APPENDIX II

Allotment of Commissaries on Field Service
in the Peninsula War

» .
Commissary-General . . to Headquarters
Deputies Commissary—Genefgl to a corps
Assistants Commissary-General to a division
Deputy-Assistants Commissary-General to a brigade or an

(or an experienced Clerk) individual regiment

The proper post of each of these commissaries'was with the Head-
quarters of his respective unit.

Allotment of Commisdariat staff at the various
Depots in the Canadas, December, 1815

River St. Lawrence

LY

Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General
Clerks

Storekeeper

Issuer:

permanent Laborers

Qﬁebec

N W

Three Rivers 1 Storekeeper

)

}W 2 Issuers

William Henry Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General
Clerk .
Storekeeper

Issuers “§

[y Sy

i e

/

/

Chambly ' 1 Assistant Commissary-General
3 Clerks
1% orekeéper
1 Issuer
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St. Johns

Lake Champlain

Isle aux Noix

Island of Montreal

Montreal

La Chine

South Shore
La Prairie

£

North Shore
(Upper St. Lawrence)

Coteau du Ldc

e

Cedars

Fort Wellington

’ A

,

e

1
4
2

1
2

250

Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General
Clerk

Storekeeper

Issuer

Deputy-Assistant Commissary~General

Deputy Commissary—-General

in charge of the district
Asgistant Commissary-General
Clerks

Storekeepers

Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General
Clerks

Conductors

N

bt e

Clerk in charge
Issuers

Deputy-Assistant Commissary—General
Clerk
Issuer

Storekeeper - .
Issuer

Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General
Clerk b3
Issuer S



Lake Ontario
Kingston

(Point Henry
and Gananoque)

York

Falls of Niagara

Fort George

Queenston

Chippewa

Fort Erie

//

Lake Erig///

/
7/

//ﬁﬁherstburg

\ e
/

//’ Lake Huron

Drummond's Island
and St. Joseph's

L X

SN LN o

I N e o e

I

P

e NN b N B

Deputy Commissary-General
in charge of Upper Canada
Deputy—-Assistants Commissary-General
Clerks

Storekeepers " 5

Issuers

Assistant Commissary-General
Clerk

Storekeeper ‘
Issuer L

/

Assistant Commissary~General
Deputy—-Assistant Commissary-General
Clerks

Storekeepers

Issuer

Storekeeper

Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General
Clerk .
Issuer

Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General

Clerk
Issuer

»

Asgistant Commissary-General

Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General

Clerks
Storekeeper
Issuers

b

Deputy Assistant Commissary-General
Clerks
Issuer

>

(From a Return of Commissariat Depots, 4 December 1815 in

P.A.C., W.0. 57/15)

"
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APPENDIX III

Sample Abstract Forms

g v -

ry . ~ INFANTRY.
¥ REQUISITION for ' Days’ Bread, Meat, Wood, Straw, and Forage, for the Regiment of
q Eucarapedat from to 18 R bqt_l: Days juclusive.

Bread, Laaves of 01, Petnds of Mest,
Ix]

-

i
ha

]

Rations of &iba Oals, 7

79, nnd

7 wach ladi.

foz torage.
Lol
Sraw, Racions of 4 b

» Drummers, and

Frivates.
Novaf Lraves for Sec-
14 lbs, Haye
141 Hay,

o

aatires of Uacers drw

N U LBective Jlocsns te
b taserted b
vidual N
vasews ot Soldien,
Washer Women.

Na, of Paund, fer Now-
comisiesioned UMl
cerw, Devmme
Privatee,

Washer Women.
Totsl Nambder of
Pueads,

Wood, Ratlons of 13 lhe.

[Srsw, Tresees of 38 1be.
Ratious of 8ibe, OMs,

Raok aad File.
Servente not Inidierse

i
i
¥

2

| v of Companina

wooD
Cotonel oF Commanding Ofieeteceas
i Factd Ohrcers . .o

Cempitue

Surgeos
Assistast Saegeon sraszoreeses
¥ of \lenl]

Strawfor Rear & Quarier Ouard
Sick in Hlospital ovvenracncnaas

lmmw.mmdw&:ﬂ_sm-dnnmmmhl{um\m.muauy. res
. ‘the Surgton. 0w’
N Bignature of the Colonel or Commanding Oficer.

Receved by 88 Order en Uhva Contractors,ihe ualer-mcntioncd Supplies
Bread, Loaves of 810 ot
Paunds of Meats
Wond, Rations of 12 1hs.
Straw, Troses of 28 o,
Forage, Ratinas of 19103, Oals, and 141w, Mxy,
Forapy, Ratiens of $1bs, Onte, and 14 Wee May.
Straw, Ratvows of ¢ibs.
Signetwre of theQuarter-Masters

ar

(From General Regulations'and Orders for the Army, London,
’ 1811, pp. 177, 184). g

¥
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GENERAL RECEIPT.

- Camp at ‘. )
RETURN of SUPPLIES delivered to the -t
e from the to the 3
13 both Darvs inclusive.
| “Berned o1 | Brend, Lasves ot amn | Pouots of Meat :
D_:";-‘l'-':‘;’: e, ey 'oudds 8 g —i !:.. 3
wod 1L = 155 | o n g |22 =
s 3L |Sp2) s PBEg.ne s K3 > ~
- eiefafi| G, BHRE 5 (31 (| H
\ AR HEBEAR R E R RS £
e 3%32 R A A R LA P e
Z3 YRR HEEN [ ) &S
\ it R o G A ER RS
\
Bread, Loaves of § lbs,
Pounds of Meat.
‘Wood, Ratious of 12lbs,
Straw, Truises of 35ths.
Foroge, Rations of 10lbs. Oats, and 141bs, Hay,
Forage, Rations of 6lbs. Oats, and 141bs. Hay,
Straw, (for Artillery Horses) Rations of 41bs.
Which I certify to have been actually delivered in kind by
for the use of b s
for the above-mentioned period, in conformity to the Regimental Requisitions K
signed by the Commanding Officer, given in to
aad corresponding Orders of Delivery {ssued by the said . -
on the said Contractor, now taken up aud destroyed in my Prgggce in exchinge §
for this General Receipt. &
ure of the
Quarter-Blastey.
o S'gnature of {he - .
Commessariat Qfficer. ) : s
. Stoppages for Bread delivered to Servants not! N
. P ‘;,d b’\tlh Regimental } “'50l 1 ers, and Wasker Women, at5d. per loa> £ X .
ay-Mester..... v Ditto for Meat ditto  ditto at 6d. perlb. ’
Total,.,...£ ‘

(From General Regulations and Orders for the Army, London,
1811, pp. 177, 184) '
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- ’ APPENDIX IV

Commissariat Establishment* in the Canadas, 1812-1815

D \

25 Jan.! 1 Mar.? 14 Jan.3 4 Dec.t

1812 1813 1814 1815
/
¥ ,
Commissary—-General i 1 1 . 1 1
Deputies Commissary-General Ll 3 .3 2
Assistants Commissary-General 't 5 4 5
.Deputy~-Assistants .

Commissary~-General 7 24 < 30 14
Commissariat Clerks . ? 62 83 29
Acting Deputy Storekeeper-

General 1 1 1
Storekeepers 11 10 1 12 15
Issuers ' ? 22 29 24

., i

) v

lReturn of General and Staff Officers, British North America,
25 January, 1812 (P.A.C., W. 0. 1%/1516, 'p. 1). -

.. 2J. C. Herries to W. H. Robinson, No. 129, 12 July 1813
(P.A.C., W.0. 58/64, pp. 127-133). Concerning Robinson's establish-
ment 1lis¢ of 1 March 1813. - T

3Return of Persons to be employed in the Commissariat in the
Canadas for the'Year. 1814, 14 January 1814 (P.A. C., R.G. 8, C 118,
pp. 22-35).

l‘Genex:al Return of the present Commissariat Depots in the
Canadas, 4 December 1815 (P.A.C., W.0. 57/15).

L]

ol

*Labourers, coopers and conductors omitted. Their'numbers
fluctuated considerably and were not always returned. o
]
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APPENDTX V wh
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L
The Practice of Farming in the Canadas, c. 1812

The traditional farming méthods of the habitant in Lower

Canada were frequently criticized:
The Canadiah farmer is not sufficiently aware of the value
of manures, and of artificial grasses: nor does he seem to
, reflect, that it is more advantageous to have a small farm of
i good land in high cultivation, than a large farm half
laboured or neglected. - He ploughs the same field, and sows
in it the same sort of grain, twenty times over; he does nbt /
think of a routine of crops, nor does he renovate the /
1 exhausted soil by the addition of manures; the only_remedy he
knows for land so exhausted as to yield little or no return, | .
is, to let it lie fallow for some time. It is in vain §¢ - 7
endeavour to convince him of his error: nothing but exalﬁn'le
will produce any good effect. - This they begin to have.
Some of the farmers aré a little more enlightened than the
generaiity of them: they have ventured to listen to reason,
. and to reflect,upon the comparitive value of different modés
I of treating their lands; and they be%in to make innovations .
- in their ancient systems of farming. '

*»

T In 1816 a special committee of the Legislature of the lower

- province presented a report whicix concurx('ed. with such opinions and
condemned the farmipg practic_esu which had been in use for generations.
Diminished returns were blaméd ‘chiefly on the habitanF's lack of care

in choosing good seed, the absence of prOper crop rotation, the want

-

of mantre, of weeding and of new implements. In fact, by 1815 the

primitive tillage methods then in use were not only considered

o, .

ineffective, but had already exhausted lands in many of the areas °
., - Y . 4'

o A a .
’ N - ! -
.

' , lgray, pp. 137-138. ~
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v

once considered as '"'the granaries of Lower Canada." Similar areas

3

.seemed headed towards the same end.? '

The committee was no better impressed with the manner in which

livebtock were-handled. The habitant s@emed reluctant ‘to increase

the number of his beagts, while the absence of selective breeding and

the lack of improved pasture land did not improve the stock on hand.

Natural meadows provided the habitant with all of his hay, but in

‘most cases\ths was insufficient to winter all of his livestock.

This, and limited stabling facilities, resulted in the slaughtering

ogéthe greatef part of the cattl¢ and hogs as sodén as the frost set

in. Thus provision was made for meat over the next six months and
. 4 :
the opportunity was also taken to transport any surplus to market
R 4 .

while in a frozen-state. On the whble, however, the habitant's

c

livestock husbandry, thdugh far from idedl, was ahead of his field

maﬁagement and did not in fact compare unfavourabiy with methods

commonly used at that time in the northern United States.3

. o
. . ¢ ”
Down to the end of the War of 1812 the habitant's basic self-

sufficiency was. not altered: '"Each famiiy can, from its own

2 .

resburces, supply its wants, They manufacture their own linens” and

-

woollen stuffs, tan the hides of their cattle, make shoes and

stockings, are their own carpenters, masons, wheelers and taylors.

AT L

]

20uellet, p. 222; Jones, "Agriculture in Lower Canada," p. 51;

Bouchette, pp. 65—66 ) , -~
'3Jones, "Agriculture in Lower Canada," p. 36.
“Heriot, I, p. 256. . -~
\ A3 o —
v " - .

o

|
nh

n
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The average farmer grew as much spring wheat as could be used or sold

and it was thought, at least by some, to be of an excellent quality,

-

perhaps superior to Baltic wheat.>

Fair quantities of oats for horse
feed and of pease for soup, pig feed apd to some exzent for export,
were also grown. Indian corn and barley were produced in limited‘:
amounts, while a little tobacco and flax.were grown for domestic use;
Heriot estimated the average yields in Lower Canada at fifteen

bushels to one bushel of seed grain for oats, twelve for barley, six .

6

for pease and eleven for summer wheat. As in Upper Canada, attempts

- by the govermment to encourage hemp production had met ‘with little
success, but by 1812 the potato, which had been 1ittle grown in New
France, had become a staple food in Lower Canada and was alsc used

to fatten livestock. The cattle and swingiof the lower provinde were

the descendents of Normandy stock and though the cattle were hardy h

- .
and good milkers, the beef was frequently tough eating. The sheep
were held to be inferior to their European counterparts, but the

horses of Lower Canada were acknowledged as one of the ,finest breeds

in North America, ‘small but hardy and able workers.’

[

By comparison with wealthy improved farmers in Eﬁgiand, who

'

/ ’could afford to experiment, the habitant was clearly behind. Yet

-

9

SGray, ps 198. .

bHeriot, I, p. 259. Wheat anq‘barley would be sown at the
« rate of 1 to 1 1/2 bushels of seed graip to the acre. Oats ‘at
about 2 1/2 bughels to the acre. '
ty /
7Jones, "Agriculture in Lower Canada," pp. 36-38; Lambert,
.p. 78.,

P
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the overall lacg of progress cannot be ascribed purely to the ‘
constraints of seigneurial tenure aqd old laws, the attraction of the
fur trade or even the climate, unfavourable as it was to growing ‘
wheat. Conservatism and a lack of incentives made the majority
reluétant to accept change. Boucﬁette was quite convinced that the
remedy lay in providing proper examples for the ﬁajority to follow,
and indeed there'were few model farms in Canada to emulate.
Innovation was an uncertainty and the qamé tillage methods continued
to be used well into the niﬁ?téenth century, while wheat remained a
staple despite suggestions té‘emphasize stock raising and dairy
production, for which the lower province was best suited.® Qn t%g
eve of the War of 1812 it seemed as if the habitant already possessed
the conviction Fhat his production could not be improved beyond
certain limits,? while circumstances involved with the appearanée of
the beef shortage at Quebec in 1810 would suggest a certain naivety.
Yet it must be realized that the early nineteenth century was a time
. .

of change and uncertainty\and though the habitant may have shown much

more flexibility than is often conceded, it would have been most

difficult for any farmer to,have made a timely response to changes in

a distan® foreign market. The local consuming population was not

great and experience had shown that oyééseas markets could not be

.counted on with any more certainty than favourable climatic conditions.

"

8Boychette, pp. 64-65; Jones, "Agricultugre fn Lower Canada,"
p. 51, . )

Souellet, p. 218, °-

t
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Indeed, from an economic standpoint the habitant would have been
foolish to have simply attempted to incgease production regardless of
such factors. Nevertheless, in general terms, the 5QVelopment of
agriculture on the vast majority of farms in Lower Canada can only be
described as one which had not progressed beyond a rather poor state

kl

of extensive cultivation.

The special report of 1816 on agriculture did, however, give

evidence of a small elite who had been using new techniques and were

0

convinced of their utility.1 The vast majority had escaped any

profound evolution, yet the habitant was not the only farmer presenﬁ

in the lower province in 1812, There was also a.small but distinct
3 group of British farmers .near Quebec and Montreal, but especially on

Montreal Island. In additiog, there was an isolated enclave of

American settlers located in the several townships adjacent to

Vermont and New Hampshire who by 1815 numbered about 20,000.11 Both

groups used agrjcultural methods which were different from those of

R -

——

the majority of Lower Canadians. The British farmers ﬁﬁfchased or

rented exhausted seigneuries and by using a-guperior technique,
R i

< ‘ R T T L)

renovated them, the proximity of a consuming centre giving them a

. < 9
° gteady and profitable market for livestock, vege%q?les,aapples and

other pfoducts. Travellers were impressed by the contrast they

]

c— provided to both the traditional parishes of Lower Canada and the new
\

——
—
—

N
*
5 ) e

L) -~ —

—_ 101bid, p. 221; Hériot,-I, p. 259.

i g».w, \
T ' + 1ljones, "Agricultut ~in Lower Canada," pp. 38, 50.

e ¢



settlements of Upper Canada. Lambert felt that the largest crops

Y .
were to be found near Montreal, where there was also more diversi-

12

fication. Farther to the south, along the border, New Englanders

had been moving into the Eastern Townships since the end of the

wr
American Revolution, yet even by 1812 they had had relatively little

contact with communities along the St. Lawrence., They were still

very much an appendage to American settlements along Lake Champlain

¥

and on the upper Connecticut Riverlagnd preserved business and social
f a

4

ties with relatives to the south. A wilderness of some one hundred
~
A
miles separated them from the St. Lawrence, yet they were acknowledged

H

to be active and enterprising settlers - men who cut down and
burned trees for potash, raised cattle and horses for market, kept a

few sheep, did some pork packing and cheese making, while growing

(%3

&

enough rye, barley and wheat for their own use with a small quantity
for export. Here Indian corn was almost a staple; though not
particularly well adapted to the region, and many farmers also had

apple orchards.!3 1In both of the Canadas the American settler was

%
ted for his industry and success in cleating and improving virgin

«

woodland: -

/ i

Beyond the borders of Lower Canada, in the relatively new
) q

province of Upper Canada, farming was carried on by a population

composed thiefly of recent American ‘and British immigrants, along

12fambert, p. 132.

13jones, "Agriculture in Lower Canada," pp. 44=45.

-
L4
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with various groups of Loyalist stock. By 1812 the inhabitants of
the upper p;ovince could look back on the previous two and a half
decades as a period of notable agricultural advancement. For many
the economy of the backwoodsman had been replaced by that of the
wheat farmer, with small attempts at diversification, and while some
areas of the province had the appearance-of well :;tablished settle-
ments, others were quite decidedly pioneer communities with large
tracts of virgin land, much of it heavi{; wooded. The first task for
the pioneer who broke this virgin land, was to dispose of the bush.}“

-

Clearing a forést was a tremendous task requiring arduous 1abour(for
which previous experience was an @nfinite asset, éhe inexperienced
newcomer could find his first years difficult indeed. After the )
first stage of clearing the land, a first crop of wheat might be sown
between the stumps and ploughing Wvas seldom started until the third
year, harrowing usually being sufficient until then. A?fer this
cbntinuous wheat cropping céuld be started, but the agriculture that

followed was extensive rather than intensive, as land was plentiful

and labour was not.!3 v

Implements for the most part were crude and most field work

was done by oxen. Sowing, weeding, harvesting and threshing all

L~

1%An area's suitability for agriculture was largely determined
by its tree cover. The more heavily wooded sites were preferred over
those that were relatively open.

'y

15spelt, pp. 36-37;, Talbot, I, p. 51; Glazebrook, Life in
Ontario, p. 33. - ‘

|
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demanded time-consuming hand labour and the average farm was small,

being largely dependent on the skill of the farmer and the labour of
' Z A
his family. For the most part, soil fertility compensated for poor “

husbandry and in favourable areas of Upper Canada wheat could yield
as much as sixteen bushels to one bushel of seed grain or even better
than twenty to one. The major crop was winter wheat, but rye, oats

and buckwheat were also planted together’with Indian corn and
h Y

vegetables. Most farmers kept hogs, cows and a few sheep, and in

some settlements elther transport difficulties or regional

’

& .

conditions also encouraged the raising of cattle that could be driven
. "~ ’
to market, but as in Lower Canada the emphasis was on cutting

expenditures, frequeﬁfly to the animals' detriment, especially in

winter. The livestock were hardy but mnot impressive.l®

[§)

161pid., p. 34; Spelt, p. 37; Talbot, I, pp. 178-179.

e
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APPENDIX VI

Some Comparative Agricultural Statistics

1800-1950

263

Man-hours used to produce specified amounts of wheat and corn.
Yields for 1800 and 1840 are estimated.

\
. Wheat

Man-hours per acre
Before harvest

Harvest

1800

Yield per acre - bushels {

Man-hours per 100 bushels

Corn

Man-hours per acre
Before harvest

Harvest

Yield per acre - bushels

. (From Historical Statistics of the United States, Colonial
Times to 1957, p. 281).

Mgn-hours per 100 bushels

56
16
40
15

373

86
56
30
25

344

1840 1900 1950
3 15 4.6
12 7 2.6
23 8 2.0
15 13.9  16.6

233 108 28.0

</;;/ 38 15.2
44. 22 9.9
25 16 5.3
25 25.9  39.0

276 147 39.0

Winter wheat

Corn
Oats
Rye

) Barley

Hay

Harvest
Seeding
Plowing

Harvest
Seeding

Harvest
Seeding

Harvest
Seeding

Harvest
Seeding

Harvest

T
[P

It

Harvest and Seeding Dates in Eastern Canada

mid-July to mid-August
1 September to 21 September

late August

October
early May

late July to mid-August
early May (late April on the Niagara)

July to early .August

1 September to 21 September

July to early August
late April to early May

late June through July

L

taa™



APPENDIX VII

_fThe Grain Trade of Early Nineteenth Century
| Canada

In Lower Canada, until the last decade of the eighteenth
century, there would appear to have been little advancement or
economic change from the traditionmal farming methods practised by the
habitants prior to the Conquest. The European waxs which e;upted in
the 1790's, however, precipitated change in the province's economy
and in the years following 1792 brought about considerable expansion
in the grain trade, qu‘througﬂbut this period both harvests and
foreign markets remained fickle. 1In Great Britain there was a large
demand for wheat owing to crop failures throughout Europe in 1793,
1794 and 1795, aggravated by the interruption of trade due to the
commencement of hostilities. The habitant was encouraged by high
prices to sell all the*grain he could spare. The increased export of
breadstuffs emptied the lower province to the extent that a bad croa
in 1794 and a worse one the following year necessitated a temporaay
embargo on wheat, flour and Biscuit exports to all destinations other
than the.British Isles and Britain's colonial possessions. Drought,
worseﬁe§§ﬁgmattacks from the Hessian %}y, reduced local supélies to
thé point where it was deemed necessa;y to import food supplies from.
Europe to feed troQPs stationed in Power Canada. For the next few
- years a slackness iﬁ’British demand and rather poor harvests kept

’grain exéorts down, but by the turn of the century a rapid increase

‘ - Ty

r - Lo ’ '
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was again underway, reaching a peak in 1802 when some 28,300 barrels
of flour and 1,013,033 bushels of wheat left the port of Quebec. The
sharp increase in exports, however, musg not be taken as a precise
indicator of agricultural progress in Lower Canada alone, for it
reflected not only improved harvests in the lower province but also
the arrival of breadstuffs from Upper Caﬂada and northeastern New
York for shipment overseas, thqnwhole being stimulated by a revival
ig British demands. After 1802 grain exports again tapered off as
overseas demand lessened and were further reduced by the ravages of
the Hessian fly in Lower Canada which startéd in 1805. Exports of

breadstuffs in 1805 and 1806 were hardly better than those of 1797

and 1798.!

The period between Jefferson's Embargo of December 1807 and
the repeal of the Non-Intercourse Act in May 1810 became a time of

feverish prosperity and smuggling as American produce moved north ~

o

illegally into Lower Canada, being denied’ an outlet from ports in the
)

‘United States. At the same time demand was steady in Britain,
/

vt >
especially after the start of#a series of bad harvests in £809, and

in most cases the leading agricultural commoditiks exported from

i

Lower Canada in 1808, 1809 and 1810 greatly exceeded those of 1807,

which was about an average year. Though the merchants and those

-

agriculturalists whQ stayed on the land benefitted from the increased
g R y

0 L4 ’ N
3 5 .
* 3
1jones, "Agriculture in Lower Canada," ~pp. 33, 39-40; Adam
Shortt, "The Economic Effeét'of the War of 1812 on Upper Canada,"
Papers and Records of thie Ontario Historical Society, X, 1913, p. 81.

«
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14

commercial activity, the conéumef in Quebec city suffered as the

’

/
general cost of living rose, accented by an actual shortage of fresh

- i

meat. 'B§ 1810 the price of good beef at Quebec was about double what

it had been in 1808. The failure in meat supplies was attributed to
the conservatism of le¢cal farmers who did little to increase their

stock of cattle to meet market demands. The chief cause, however,
‘ ,
N
seems to have beem‘*with the butchers near Quebec who encouraged the

s

4

habitants to sell their stock even to the point of jeopardizing
- /‘

future breeding. 1In some/parishes there were not even enough oxen to
work the land. The Govermor, Sir James Craig, sought to rémedy the
situation by openiﬁg a road southward from Quebec to draw on the
Eastern Townships and the frontier settlements of Vermont and New

Hampshire. Completed in the autumn of 1810, the first produce
brought into Quebec by the Craig Road afrived by sleigh in January

-

1811. The spring thaw interrupted traffic and not udtilﬂéua roads

had dried completely did the cattle droves from northern New

*

Hampshire, north-eastern Vermont and parts of the Eastern Townships

A
> ¥

begin arriving in Quebec.?

Throughout this period Montreal was somewhat better off,
partly because of its British farmers who increased their production
more rapidly than the habitants near Quebec, but mainly}éue to the
fact that Moﬁtreal was not only an excellent outlet for the swine

.

and cattle of eastern Upper Canada but also competed well for the

2Jones, "Agriculture in Lower Canada,” pp. 42-44, 46.
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produce of northgastern New York and northern Vermont. The period

which followed the repeal of the Non-Intercourse Act down to the

outbreak of war in June 1812 was less prosperous for Lower Candda

as American ports were again open to British shipping. Yet the

quantity of leading agricultural products leaving the St. Lawrence

in 1812 compared favourably with exports of the Embargo and Non-

Intercourse years.3
~.

~
~.

The same two deeedeS\preceding the War of 1812 which saw the

expansion of the grain trade in\towerJCanada also witnessed the

: ]
establishment of wheat as a main staple in Upper Canada. The

Loyalists who arrived in the upper province follOWing the American
Revolution soon passaed through the initial stages of pioneer farming
apd despite such hardshipg as the famine of 1788 weﬁe solidl&‘
established dithin a decedel“ Military posts, either British or
American, provided an important local market for what little. Qurplus‘

>
might be produced and until 1800, with few exceptions, the greater

part of Upper Canada's agricultural produce found local markets.

Garrison dehands also stimulated pork-packing along the Bay of Quinté,
which in 1793-94 cured some 480 barrels for the use of the King's
troops. Breweries and distil&eries|also sprang up encouraging the

further production of grains, while ‘the exportation of livestock
. * ’ . !

'

31b1d, p. 47.
“Jones; "Agriculture in Ontario," pp. 18, 22; Guillet,
pp. 208-214. / .

, TNV T

.
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from the eastern districts of the upper province tp Montreal began
about ISQG. Upper Canada's share in the expanding grain exports of

the 1790's was initially small but grew rapidly.
% .

In 1794 an estimated 12,823 bushels of wheat and 896 barrels
of flour and 83 of biscuit were shipped from Kingston to Montreal,
being the gfoduee of Upper Canada's most flourishing region, Midland
District, by the Bay of Quinté. A further 1,624 bushels and 3,596
barrels of flour were furnished for garrisons at'Kingston, York and
Miagara, but agriculture remained subject to violent fluctuations in

a
yield. The period fromgl794 to 1797 was exceptionaily dry. The
harvests were light as crops suffered from drought and the Hessian '
fly. Though thé overall productlon of wheat was on the increase in

. . 2 . * i ‘ - [
the last decade%gf the qighteenth‘centﬁry, sych conditiéhs-helped to

”n
check the incipient export trade. More impor aﬁt, however, was the
. /
sudden development of a more local market amgng the new settlers on
the American side of the St. Lawrence and the Great Lakes. Local
* Vot

’

2
demand was good, surpluses limited and prices were high for several
years. In the winter of 1797 it was reported that the demands of the

American garrisons had not only driven up the price of flour and peas

~r

in the Niagara area, but had also practically exhausted the supply. v

y .

e .
In some cases previous cgntracts with British garrigons were

' disregarded, while there were also attempts to profiteer by with-

holding supplies in times of scarcity.5

J—

T

r y
5Jones, “Agpicul%hre in Ontario," pﬁi’25-26; Creighton,
p. 122. J R

=

w a
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o i ~
Such advantages, however, were soon lost in the early yeary of

ISl b 1

the nineteenth century as good harvests and the fapidity'of American

develépment on the other side of the lakes changed the situation

/

greatly. By 1800 American settlements south of Lake Ontario had not

only enough for their own meeds but were preparing a- surplus for

=

export to Lower Canada and in Upper Canada too, éyes were again &

|

turned on Monl%real.6 In 1801 Kingston mercRants sent 13,963 barrels
of flour, 322|barrels of biscuit flour and 350 bushels of wheat to
Montreal. As|befote, thé greater part came from the areas around
L 9
Kingston, but some 2,489 of the barrels of flour came from the Detroit
S

area. The following; year demand remained good and Upper Canada

exported éno;her 11,422 barrels of flour. brom T is‘time on, with

<2 i’ 2
few 1nterrupti0ns, there was 'strong demand in Lower Canada for Upper

Canadian breadstuffs {o export to Greag Britain, yet in the firSt

b
years of the JLW century the price of grain fell as it had to bear

tﬂé cost of transportation to the lower province, sometimes to
N

England 7 This in turn encouraged farmers to give more attention %o ,

the production of potash and articles associated Lith the timber

trade. Light harvests helped to push qhé price of wheat up again

b3 D
between 1808 and 1811, but thege was little to eXport) especially as

)

the crop of 1810 proved particularly bad.

Y

T

6Shortt: p.,81; Jones, "Agriculture in Ontario,“ p. 27. In
1812 Major-General“Isaac Brock reported -the produce ﬁromithe area 7
south of Lake Ontario to be Sout 40,000 barrels'of flour - al} of it
normally destined for the Montreal market~ (I. Brock to N. Freer, ¥

23 April 1812, P.A.C., R.G. 8, C 329, p.32). , o

7Shortt, p- 81. - . -

<y
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The following figures on wheat and flour exports from the
‘St. Lawrence were printed in the Montreal Gazette, 1 November 1831.

The figures for 1793 to 1801 are given in round numbers, those after

¢ 1802 were based on dfficial returns. The export figure given is

4

expressed in bushels. One barrel is taken’to be the equivalent of

five bushlels’' of wheat.

Year Wheat exported Year Wheat exported
(bushels) (bushels
1793 541,500 1807 333,753
1794 482,500 1808 399,168
1795 485,000 1809 295,849
1796 24,606 1810 233,495
1797 101,000 1811 97,553
1798 139,500 1812 451,303
1799 201,000 . 1813 2,585
1800 317,000 1814 6,086
1801 660,000 1815 9,600
1802 1,151,033 " 1816 5,675
1802 438,052 1817 335,895
1804 270,378 1818 554,506
1805 114,966 1819 98,325
1806 151,894 1820 535,893
r

It should be remembered that the harvest of any given year
was not exported until the following year. Nor do these figures
represent solely Canadian produce. During the war years exports were
of course curtailed by law.

/

[ -

/

(From Select Documents in Canadian Economic History 1783-1885,
'pp. 265-266)

(o
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APPENDIX ViIk ‘ ‘ -

General Scale for Rations

NS

General Order, Quebec
20 January 1814

It being necessary to establish a General Scale of Rationms of
Provisions and Forage, ;mbracing all the severgl Gqural Orders which
have been issued on thi¥ head - The 6ommander of the Forces is
pleased tpwéirect, that the following Scale be’acted upon in future,

and to approve of all issues that may heretofore have been made 1in

conformity to this Regulation:

H
[see table, p. 2727

[y

When circumstances will not admit of procuring all the
necessary Supplies, the Commutation is to be made in the following

i

proportions, viz.
Two Pounds of Flour for one Pound of Rice.

One Pound of Flour for Three Pints of Peasé, or the Pease

paid for at 6s. Currency per Bushel.
/ »

For the Naval Ration, 1 1/2 1bs. of Fresh or Salt Beef is

equal to 1 1b. of Pork.

For the 0l1d Marine Ration 1 1b. of ditto, is equal to 1/2

1b. of Pork. /



—

I

o ) ‘- ®
I -
3 Salt -
’ issued
L]
Flour Fz:sh with Butter Chiese,.
or Pork salt Pease Rice Rum fresh Sugar Oatmeal or roge Vinegar
biscuit beef sugar
beef cocoa
only
. pounds ounces ounces pints ounces pints ounces ounces pints  ounces ounces pints
Treasuty 1 10 4/7 ox 16 3/7 12/7 _ O 1/2 0 0 0 0 0
Fleld ~ 11/2 101/2 or 16 0 0 0t 1/2 0 0 0 0 0
Naval 1 4 4/7 911  2/7 0 1/2 0 6/7  3/1l4 6/7 15/7 1/14
0ld Marine 11/2 -9 2/3 or 16 ~ 1/4 1 1/2 0 0 0 0 0 0
Corvée (té ) g
Batteau ' )
pen) ' 2 10 0 o 1/2 0 0 0. 0 0 0 0 . 0
Rations in — , . -
one species 3 or 21 or 36 3/4 or 4 or 24 or 4 pints of Indian Corm :
‘ L ; /\ N
~ h . N
~— \ B :’l

Ya % oo
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Hospital Rations - Pork left undrawn by Sick in Hospital to be paid

,for at 6d. per 1lb. - Salt Beef at 3d.1/2, and Fresh Beef at J

[y

[
.. the Contract Price of the Garrison or Post.

By'District General Order - 4 Ounces Pork have been added to the

/
" in lieu of Rice and Pease.

0l1d Marine Ration in Upper Canada, and 3 1/2 ounces Flour

2

Back Rations - -Are not to be issued except the Return be specially

approved, and entitled "Back Ration Return."

Artillery and Draught . . . . . . . . O
{

- ) \
. ; Scale of Rations of Forage
I - _
Oats,
Barley
or Bran Hay Straw
. Indian
Corn
lbs. lbs. 1bs, 1bs.
Cavalry ¢ & o e o e o o o' e -‘ « o & 8 1/2 or 14 '16 6
Artillery Draught Horses, or,Oxen . . 8 1/2 or 14 20 3 3/7
Where Oats or ﬁran cannot beglad
Cavalry . L ] - . . L . . - . [ ] L] . . . 0 0 32 6
0 36 3 3/7



Remarks

<

For the Instruction and Guidance of all Commissariat Officers
or Persons in Charge of Provisions and Forage

The Treasury Ration, or Ration in.all Species, is the regular
Ration to be issued to Troops, pggaréments, etc in Garrison.
The Field Ration is to be issued to the Troops actually in thé\

Field, and upon the March; in this case, the words "Under Marching

Orders' are to be noted in the Head of the Provision Return;
Officers Commanding Posts may direct the Issue of Field Rations, when
it is absolutely necessary. ‘

The Naval Ratioﬁ to be restricted\So Seamen and Marines, or
Troops serving as Marines, on board Ships of War in the Lake Service.

The Old Marine Ration to be issued to Artificers in the Dock
Yards, and Persons employed in the Gun Boat Service. N

The Corvée Ration to Canadians employed in the Batteau Service,
Batteau Men in cold and wet weather in the Spring and Autumn, and
when the emergency 9f the Service may require it, may receive Half a
Pint of Rum, in addition to the Ration.

The Ration in oné Species, is to be restricted to Indian
Warriors in the Upper Province, where from long habit, it has
become necessary to issue it oécasionally.

Issues to Indians, are to be made in Treasury or Field Ratiomns,
upon an approved Requisition, by the General or Officer Commanding.
When RQm is required, the quantity of Rum to §e insérted by the

officer of the Indian Department making the Requisition, who is to

sign .the Recedpt.
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Issues to Regiments - The Senior Officer of a.éegimenc present,

is always to sign the Provision Return, together g}th the Pay-@g;ter,

FER

and when no quarter Master, or Person acting in that Capacity is
present, he is also to sign the Receipt; if no Officer iéﬁpfesent
with the Corps or Detachment, the Brigade Major, or ijdfficer of

the General Staff; if at an Out Post, the Officer Co bnding is to

sign the Return, and the Receipt to be signed by the/éerson

receiving the Provisions. //

s

/

Detachments or Parties, however few in numbe;( moving from one
Military Station to another in the same District, or out of the

District, are to be provided with a Commigsariat Certificate of the

~

Period up to which they have been victualled.
B

Definition of the Term Back Rations - All Returns for Rations,

that are due for a time previous to the Weekly Period for which
Rations are thén issuing, are cqnsidered as Back Rations.

Staff and Departments a;e entitled to draw Moniﬁly in advance, all
Rations due for a Period anterior to the Monthly Period for which

Rations are then issuing, are also considered Back Rations, and are

not to be issued, unless the Return be specially approved.

*

By His Excellency's Command,

; Edward Baynes, Adjt.Genl.
/ N.A.

!

C/
Memorandum - Rum is ‘no Part of the Soldier's Ration, and is only
issued upon Special Orders.

\ *
(From P.A.d.,,w.o. 57/37).

’ >
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> APPENDIX IX

General Estimate and State 6f Supplies, and Provisions required For the Forces in Lower Canada

A from 25 April 1812 to 1 June 1813
Flour Pork Pease Rice
- o 1bs. lbs, bushels 1bs.
Required

For the troops of ;the line, Provincial Corps now i
levying and militia to be embodied on 1 June 1812 . 3,568,250 2,357,606 23,894 254,874

To be shipped for Nova Scotia . « . « « « +« . « « . 1,277,528 285,000 8,559 | -
To be forwarded to Upper Canada . . « « + « + « « & - e - - 40,000
' 7 Total required 4,845,778 2,642,606 32,453 294,874
Supplies ] T
Remains in store in Lower Canada, 24 April 1812 . . 862,887 404,210 5,688 \42,@2}

To be received from contractors in Lower Canada . . 2,940,000 900,000 6,500
To be received from Upper Canada, purchased by . ’
Deputy-~Assistant Commissary-General McGill .-. . . - - 10,000 -

To be received from England . . . . . . . . « . .« . - 216,000 - 100,000

Total Supplies 3,802,887 1,520,210 22,188 142,553

Balance remaining to be supplied 1,042,891 1,122,396 10,265 152,321

Equal in barrels to 5,321 5,396 - -

The supplies of flour and pease may with certainty be provided in this province.

The supply of pork (with the exception of 1396 barrels which may be purchased here) and the
supply of rice, to be imported from England.

In the above estimate no notice is taken of the usual supply of fresh beef for six months as
in the probable event of a war or continuance of the land embargo by the American states, a

supply of that article is not to be calculated upon. Commissary~General's Office

Quebec 18 May 1812
(Extract from P.A.C., €;2>\57/14)

9.2
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APPENDIX X

'

' Provisions Shipped for Canada frem
10 April to 20 August 1813
/
)

Shipping Beef Pork Flour Rice
date . 1bs. - lbs, 1bs. 1bs.
10th and l4th April - 623,924 - 980,112 -
N ' ' 18th and 28th June 311,984 311,900 979,776 -
7th and 19th August 721,726 725,268 1,418,592 354,199
‘ '
Total / 1,033,710 1,661,092 3,378,480 354,199
(From P.A.C., C.0. 42/155, p. 4) . <
-
/ kl 7
\
| | ) .
i ‘
. ,/) o
! W] . / '
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/ APPENDIX XI

Commissary-General Robinson's Estimate for
Provisions required in the Canadas <Zf
" 25 April 1814 to 24 September 1815 -

To be shipped

- To be obtained in from Total
‘ British North America Great Britain Required
Flour 6,692,698 1bs. 3,920,000 lbs. 10,612,698 lbs.
Salt pork 1,678,635 1bs. 6,840,000 1bs. 8,518,635 lbs.
“\ . Rice - ° o 450,302 1lbs. 450,302 1bs.
Cocoa - 120,000 1bs. 120,000 1bs.
Pease 109,687. bushels - 109,68¥ bushels
Rum 50,126 gallons - 50,126 gallons
/ The British govermnment, however, decided to send all of the

flour needed from the British Isles and Robinson was told to refrain
from purchasing local rum as the Treasury intended to send him 40,000
gallons. In August 1814 the Commissary-in-Chief's Office informed -
Robinson that the following quantities would be sent from the British
Isles to cover his requirements. - These revised figures took into
consideration quantities already sent, outstanding orders and an

addition of 10 per cent to cover wastage (except in the pease) :

Flour 4,682,982. 1bs. :
Salt Meat 8,162,000 1bs. )
) Rice 365,530 1bs.
N , Cocoa 132,000 1bs.

‘ Pease 50,000 bushels

1
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9

Upon the cessation of hostilities a new estimate for 12 months'

consumption in the Canadas was drawn up in London and Robinson was

m_infoqmed that the\following quantities would be sent by the first

'
1

spring fleet of 1815:

Flour
Salt Meat
Rice
Cocoa -
Pease

Rum

The 'Victualling B
. these shipments:

rom St. Catherines

Flour

Beef

Pork

Rice
, Cocoa
/ Pease
/ Rum

From Portsmouth

# Beef
' Pork
Pease
« Rum

From Plymouth

Beef
Pork

3

3

4,000,000
4,000,000
200,000
30,000
10,000
100,000

oard made

4,000,000
1,066,667
693,333

. 200,000
30, 000
8,000
70,000

800, 000
240,000

2,000
30,000

800, 000
400,000

1bs.
1bs.
1bs.
1bs.
bushels

gallona

the following arrangements for

1bs.
1bs.
1bs.
1bs.
1bs.
bushels
gallons

/

1bs.
1bs.
bushels
gﬁllons

1bs. . !
1bs.

(From P.A.C., W.0. 58/64, pp. 234-236, 249-250) ‘

N

/
[



{ - APPENDIX XII

Return of‘Campfﬂgpigpgge

V4
Shipped on bogzd the Bellfield, Sarah Ann and Northumberland
Trangports in part of Supply for the service in Canada. Y
' ’

Flanders Tents 1,420
Poles for do. 1,420

| Iron collars for do. 710
Mallets for dq, 2,200
Pins for do. 44,000 B
Camp colours complete 720
Powder bags 100

v Drum cases 200 .

Bill hooks 2,550 .
Flanders kettles 3,500
Canteens 20,000 C
Canteen straps 20,000 L xz\‘
Haversacks 17,300 )
Blankets 20,000 , \
Hospital Marquees Tents 10 . ) T
Sets. of Poles , 10
Bags of Pins and Mallets 10 ) N

April 20th, 1813
Storekeeper General's Office

(From P.A.C., C-Oo 42/153, p. 157) . i

»




APPENDIX XIII

- Ordnance, Ammunition, Small Arms and Stores

Embarked for Canada

Shipments made between 28 July 1812

]

Ordnance
Guns * = Iron - 24
. 18
12
Brass - 6
Mortars - Iron -"10
’ 8
Carronades — Iron - 32
18
12
Rounds of Ammunition
Guns - 32
24
18
12
9
6
. 3
Carronades - 32
o 24
po 18
- 12
Mortars - 10
8
Howitzers - 51/2
4 2/5
Carriages Spare
Garrison - . 18
? 12

\ Travelling - .

v

and 26 June 1813.

pr.
pr'
pr.

prl
in.

in.
pr

pr.
pr.

pr.
pr.
pr.
pr.

PT.,

pr.
pr.
Pr.
pr.
23 o
Pr.
in.
in.
in.

in.

pr.
pPr.

guaﬂéities

©

[y

9,
7,
9,
2,
3,

29,
1,
7,

11,

1,
1,

(=)
QOO UL

fuy

100
625
142
300
880
902
250
500
000
000
316
564
000
500




r"

Carts ,
Ball Cartridge 20 I,

Hand / 6 -
Trench . 2
Cars . T4 .
Waggons 23 ’
Musquets ~ 27,112
B Cartridges, Musquet 4,000,000
Flints, Musquet K 550,000 ) v
Accoutrements, Sets . 6,000 ~
Gunpowder, whole barrels - 4,460 1/2
Iron shot for Grape and Case (Tons) 20
Lead for Cartridges (Tons) 20
Swords 1,100
Pistols 552
"Pikeg, serjeant . 500
Portable Forges 16

° ]

Y

All of the above were accompanied with small and other general

stores.
/

(From F.A.C., C.0. 42/154, p. 31)

9 I/

. . <
N - ~
.
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. " APPENDIX X1V .
\ . ~
- ‘ ‘
Commissary-General Robinson's Disbursements in Canada,
© 1813, 1814, 1815 and 1816

Extracted from the Auditors' States of .the annual accounts of

Commissary General W. H. Robinson, covering the services specified:

Extraordinaries of the Army : !

- comprising payments for supplies of provigions, forage and fuel;
stores and utensils; transport; public works; pay of the Commissariat,
Engineer, MedicAl, Barrack, Indian and other departments; military
allowances; lo8s of exchange of Treasury Bills; interest on Army
Bills; and geherally all disbursements exclusive of regimental and
staff pay, advances to the Ordnance and Naval Departments as well as
to the eolonjal treasurers on acdcount of the civil expenditure:

1813 E 1,216,422/17/1
1814 2,388,165/11/11
1815 1,750,270/3/4
1816 561,006/8/1

. "

Out of the precéding sums there was paid on account of
transport of commissariat, ordnance, engineer, barrack, purveyor,
naval and other stores; conveyance of troops, clpthing and baggage;
freight; team hire; pilotage; batteaux and sleigh hire; and for
repairs etc. of batteaux

1813 E  104,634/15/6 :

1814 192,477/1/11

1815 341 253/6/6 .

1816 50,541/17/5 . °

D

Treasury Chambers
24 March 1828 | .

-

(From .McGill University, Hardinge ,Papers)

-« i
P

b
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APPENDIX XV .

A Bills

§ SRR LY ‘Bm pofr oeux Pigflres. 11 (b) §

' NG N i ;
= u;; ’ /jf Army Bill OFce, Quehec, iy
~ S I{ ‘\ / ! Z\Za:rh’, lgfl. - 3y

3
: $
é ({3 L - %
. e .T\VO Donar , redcemable at this Office, §
3
i
§

- 7 by Government 3dig D’ Erehange on Loxpon, at -8
§ Ihm) D:x)s Slo‘hr

/

285 Piafires)
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Army Bill for Two Dollars
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g . BRIIIES Borz jw Trois Pva/lref- 0 (f
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:f} 7, ,’)rgg Dollars, redeemable at this Office,
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List of Transports under Orders for North America

- @ / ¢
VT ° Transport Office,
. 11 August 1813,
Vessel Tonnage' Service Destination Location at
+ pregent .
Warrens 324 To embark troops Quebec On way from
Sir William at Cork gorﬁsmouth to
Bensley 573 Quebec ot
Herald 336 To load flour at Quebec At Portsmouth,
Cork - ready to
Mary 262 Quebec proceed to Cork
Mentoyx 227  Army. provisions Quebec Sailed from
and stores Deptford laden —
' on the 9th
instant
Pacific 260 Army provisions Quebec Sailed from
and stores and to Deptford on the .
embark troops at 10th instant
g Portsmouth
Sovereign ~ 621 Army provisions Quebec Sailed from
and stores and to Deptford this
;gbark troops at day ,
rtgmouth
Duke of Bedford 321 Army provisions Quebec Sailed from
' and stores Deptford this
» day
L4
Lord Cawdar 158 Army provisionms Quebec Saited from
Harvest 213 and stores Quebec gzgtﬁord this
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Location at »

290

Storekeeper-
General's stores

Vessel Tonnage Sarvice Destination
present
Earl St.Vincent 868 Ordnance stores Quebec To sail from
and troops Longreach
tomorrow
‘ /
Union 306 Ordnasee stores Queb At Woolwich
~ e ei loading.
John and Thoﬁas 304 Ordnance stores Quebeé Ordered from
: Deptford to " ,
Woolwich to
. load this day
Caroline 224. Army provisions Quebec Loading in the
' river
Ocean 480 Army provisions Quebec At- Deptford
. waiting for
provisions
Lydia 359 Army provisions Quebec Will be ready
. to load at
Deptford
tomorrow
'Coventry 308 Storekeeper- Quebec Expected to be
General's stores ' completed
tomorrow
Numa 326 To load army Quebec Sailed from
provisions at Deptford on 9th
Cork instant for
Cork to load
Astrea Ordnance and Halifax Deptford, laden

and ordered to
Spithead
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Tonnage

Location at

Vessel Service Destination
present
Ganges 400 Ordnance stores Halifax At Woolwich
loading
. Charlotte Ann 81 Ordnance stores Newfoun&land Sailed from
' etc. Deptford, laden
on the 10th
instant
i /
Eclipso - 143  Army provisions Newfoundlana Will sail from )
‘ Deptford this
. day
\ o
-\ ‘

Tobago 374  Army 'provisions Newfoundland Will probably
be completed
tomorrow

/
Mary and Dorothy 187 Army provisions Newfoundland Deptford, under
' . ‘ orders to load
Camberwell 33 Troops and Bermuda Deptford,
! Storekeeper- loading

General's stores

A

(From P.A.C., C.0. 42/1%4, p. 132)

/

x

o



APPENDIX XVII

Distribution bf‘Batteaux and Durham Boats

in the Canadas

General Order, Quebec
24 April 1812 ,
(P.A.C., R.G. 8, C 1168, 129-13

Posts

Quebec

Three Rivers
William Henry
Montreal

La Chine
Kingston
York

Niagara
Amherstburg
St. Joseph's

Total '

25 August 1812

0)

No. of Batteaux

30
20
20

100

25

30

10

12 &

12 .

i ° General Order, Montreal

Distribution in Lower Canada only /
(P.AQCO’ RoGo ‘8, C 1168, ppu 243"244)

Posts ’ No. of Batteaux .
Chambly 10 -
William Henry 8
' Isle aux Noix 4
La Prairie - 6
La Chine LV ., 25 )
Three Rivers 10 /
Montreal)

Quebec )

unlimited - being general depots



Proposed Arrangements for 1815,

made in November 1814.. b oo
(From P.A.C., R.G. 8, C 1?23, p. 40) N : K
*
Durham Boats Station - Batteaux ~
20 Isle aux Noix 60
- William Henry 20
6 Three Rivers 20
- Montreal and La Chine 400
4 Coteau du Lac 10
40 . Fort Wellington 6
60 Kingston 100
4 York / 10
- Niagara 10 s
- Chippew‘la 30 -
16 Quebec | 34
| 150 700

——

Crews were variable.

P ]

On the St.' Lawrence the bateaux and

Durham boats carried from five to ten or more, according to the

.
difficulties of the trip. Five were sufficient for descending the

St. Lawrence, but double the number often comprised the crew in the

ascent.

’

Calculating at the rate /of a five-man crew, the bateaux listed
for the Canadas in April 1812 would have needed 1,315 men to operate

them. The bateauxX proposed tb be put:into service for 1815,

calculating at the same rate,l needed 3,500 men and then another 750

men for the Durham boats that Robinson was hoping to obtain.
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) APPENDIX XVIII
? Payment Rates ,,for Corvées in Lower Canada
District of Montreal
January 1814
To each wagon or sleigh with 2 horses 3/- per league
To each common cart or sleigh 1/8 per league
For each hogshead, puncheon or'pipe 1/8
For each large tierce of 336 1bs, 7d.
For each &pmmon tierce or barrel of pork 5d.
For each co:xm‘non tierce - liquids of 36 gallons 5d.
For each barrel of flour, etc., etc. 4d.
For each bag of one cwt. 3d.
On government carriages - man and horse 6/~ per day
On government carriages - man and 2 horses 8/- per day -

Cartage of Stores and Baggage

Montreal to La Chine - 5/-
Cape St. Marie to La Chine 6/6

Cape St. Marie to Upper La Chine (including turnpike) 7/1

Montreal to Upper La Chine (including turnpike) 6/-
Montreal to Upper La Chine 5/~
(Troops and baggage not paying turnpike)
La Chine to Montreal 3/9
/
3 . bl
®
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t
An express ordering in corvées 2/6 per league
* - for going
Conductor bringing in corvées 2/4. per league
for coming
Extra conductors in(charge o }d corvées 7/6 per day
(conveyance include

~ ,

kY

(From P-A.Co, R-Gu 8’ C 1223, p- 3) *

«
N -
«
.
»
' ¢
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APPENDIX XIX

Carts Required for a Detachment P/
of One Hundred-Men

Ll

General Order, Qﬁebec
3 August 1813 -

"The Circumstances of the moment making it necessary that the
troops should move as lightly equipped ds possible, The Commander of
the Forces is pleased to direct that the portable Baggage of every
Officer shall be contained in one portmanteau, and that, when Corps '
or Detachments are directed to March, Carts in the following
proportion only, shall be supplied to them."

For every 100 Men of which the Number
Detachment may Consist —-——-—ww—--v of Carts
F&r the Carriage of the Light Béggﬂge of the —
Officers, including Paymasters, Surgeon and
Assistants, Quartermasters etc. 3
Provisions for one day 1
When ordered to be carried: ' ) NG
Tents, Poles, Blankets and Intrenching Tools 2
Camp Kettles 3
Spare Ammunition ) o2
Total for 100 Men 11 '

(Fl’.‘om PvoCo, R-G. 8’ C 1168, p. 221)
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APPENDIX XX

Roads in the Eastern Districts of Upper Canada

A Memorandum from John Strachan for
the use of Colonel Bruere
a 3 February 1813

The Undersigned’ as a Commissioner of Highways for the Eastern
District in 1808 explored the road passing through the middle of the
~ Scotch Settlement of Stormont and the county of Glengary, comgonly
called Pannoier's road and also along the Front road along the River
St. Lawrence to the Point au Bodet to determine which of the two
could be made more generally useful. He was of opithion that
Pannoier's road was exceedingly convenient to a large and respectable
settlement, but much less useful than the Front road, which might
accommodate both Provinces. He decided therefore to expend a sum of °
money entrusted to him as Commissioner upon the Front road as being
very convenient for the whole Colony. It was indeed suggested at the
time by some very respectable Gentlemen who seemed to favour
Pannoier's road that a highway at a distance from the water might be
extremely useful in the event of a war for sending supplies to the
Upper parts of the Province, should the Enemy get possession of the
River. But this argument had no weight because Pannoyer's leads into
the Front road within three miles of the place wheré the line forty
five strikew~the St. Lawrence, that is so long as we possess both
sides of the ryver and are in no danger, Pannoyer's road is at a .
great distance from 1it, but as soon as we come up to the gplace where
the South Bank bklongs to the Enemy, it joins the road on the river.
The argument therefore does not apply. Nor does the Undersigned
conceive that a }Jack road through the Province would be of much
advantage in a itary Point of view after. losing the command of the
river, because the Settlement is almost entirely on the Front, and an
inland road environed as it must be with thick woods would expose
convoys ro incessant attacks without giving them an opportunity of
revengé., Of the line of road, From Montreal to Kingston the worst
place is in the Lower Province from the Point of the Lake to Point of
Bodet. About four miles and three quarters of this space is always
covered with water in some places nearly two feet deep. The water
comes from the land towards the lake, and rests upon a hard bottom
of sand mixed with a little clay. It is to be noted that this marshy
ground is gradually drying up as the country gets cleared Houses and
farms being now far within its ancient limits.

' In 1808 Mr. McGee, who was then alive and a Proprietor at
Point of Bodet offered to make the road through the swamp for 750
Halifax pounds or for a reasonable toll for fourteen years. Facines
well covered from the proceeds of deep ditches dug on each side with
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water courses at proper distances would make an excellent road. All
the necessary materials are upon the spot,

" The line dividing the Provinces is about a mile South West of
Point of Bodet from which to the River au Raisin, eleven miles, the
road will not require much labour. From the River au Raisin to
Cornwall a distance of 16 miles five are bad, but may be easily
1;ded and covered as it is already well cut out and the remaining

eleven miles will do with very little repair.

From Cornwall to Brockville a distance of 70 miles the road is
very good and sixteen miles farther may be made excellent at a
trifling expence. Of the remaining distance, about 35 miles, to
Kingston, ten may be tolerable, but 25 require much labour, yet the
80il is good for roads and if well cleared out in the first place,
the sun and air will half make the road.

A military road along this communication should be as near the
river as possible in order that boats may be protected with facility
by the troops sent to escort them, but after passing Brockville the
road diverges from the river in some places to the distance of three
miles in others not above one owing to the roughness of the ground
near the river. But as there is no current here in the river, which
also is full of Islands part of the Escort might without inconvenience
be pat aboard thé Boats; or indeed the whole.

(From The John Strachan Letter Book, 1812-1834, pp. 33-34).
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APPENDIX XXI

Y

Bateaux and Durham Boats \

During the War of 1812 the bateau became the vital link in
communications between Upper and Lower C;nada, being singularly
important in the movement of men, provisions and stores of all types
along the St. Lawrence to Kingston. When c;ntrq} of Lakes Ontario
and Erie passed to the American squadrons, it again fell to the
bateau crews to forward what supplies they could by slowly edging

their way along the shoreline of the lakes.

The name bateau denoted a variety of wooden craft, from a
small skiff to a barge almost as large as the Durham boat. The
typical Canadian bateau, as used on the St. Lawrehce, was flat-
bottomed, 30 to 40 feet long and from 5 to 8 feet wide.-at the centre.
The sides were_about 4 feet high, being near%y perpendicular, and bow
and stern usually came to a sharp point about a foot higher than the
rest of the boat. Construction was usual}y of white oak and fir with
4 or more benches laid across the boat as seats for the crew and

w

passengers, The size of the bateau varied on other waters. On

7

Lakes Ontario and Erie larger types were used, being 70 feet or more

in length and 10 or 12 feet wide.

Equipment included a lug-sail with about 15 feet of hoist, muw - °

6 oars, 6 setting polesg about 9 feet long, pointed and s#od with

iron, grappling irons, an anchor and some cooking utensfls. The
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cargo capacity of the average bateau operating Ld the St. Lawrence

<

; /
was from 3 to 4 1/2 tons, say 30 or 4Q barrels of flour. Many of

' /\/

those on the lakes could carry as much as 100 barrels, As'a troop
carrier the bateau might take from 25 to 30 men. > -

The journey up river from Montreal to Kingston might take
anywhere from 8 to 12 days or more, but was seldom accomplished in
iess than 10 days. The bateaux sailed well before a wind, but the )

— poor rigging and ghe absence of a keel and a weather helm madé ﬂ
- sailing into the wind a difficult matter, little progress being made 4
with sails alone. The usualorate of travel in calm weather was ébout i
3 miles per hour but even with a good wind behind they rarely did ;
more than 30 miles a day. For the crews, the journey up ri;er was
heavy work, demanding strenuous efforts to overcome the turbulent ///

rapids between Lachine and Prescott. It may be readily seen why the

bateau service became so unpopular with Lower Canadians called away

PSP TRRAr, SRS

) from their farms on corvée:

The current between the (Cascades and the Cedars is so very
impetuous, that the boatmen are obliged t® have recourse to
their setting-poles, which they fix in the bed of the river;
and, by the pressure of each man upon his own instrument,
they propel the boat upwards with astonishing celerity. These
exertions, though fatiguing in the extreme, they are often
ob;iged'to continue for several hours, without intermission;
and not unfrequently, even their best endeavours in this way
prove abortive. When this is the case, they make a rope fast
to the bow of the boat and, leaving only the pilot on board,
they plunge into the water and tow her by main strength up
the foaming cataracts. This is the mannér in which they
perform the arduous passage, which though only 120 miles,
they seldom accomplish in less than ten days. How the men

who are employed in this difficult navigation exist, without
. ruining their congtitutions, is a mystery which I am utterly .
unable to explain., They are compelled, almost every hour, .

-~

<%

kY

{ ’ 3
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[ 4

N

when actually melting with heat and fainting through fatigue,
to jump into the -water, frequently up to their arm—pits, and
to rémain in it towing the boats, until they are completely
chiiled. They then have recour to tht ald of ardent spirits,
of which on all occasions they fyeely partake, and in d few
minutes, are once more bathed i perspiratiort.1

Y

t

/- . By the close of the l?iﬁ/ﬂz igation season it became evident -
Zw:/ to Commissary—Geperal Robinson th Q\é?e bateau transport system which
had been established during the first] two years of war was

insufficient for the increased demands which were ‘being made of it.

This was especially due to the tremendous efforts then being made to

e \

build up naval squadrons on the inland lakes. To ease the situegion,

2

Robinson proﬁosed shortening the bateau journey between Lachine and

Kingston by obtaining the much larger Durham boats to operate between

-

Prescott and Kis#gston.

The Durham boat had been introduced to the St. Lawrence in

M /

‘\1809 by Americans whe’had used it on the Mohawk. The vessel was a-

%%et—bottomed barge with a slip keel and centre board, rounded bow
\
and .square stern, and a long rudder. The usual length was 80 to 90
s’ N . ~°F
. N\ o " -y £ -
feet ﬁith a beam of 9 or 10 feet. A large hatéhéey was in the centre

of the éx@ft, extending for half the length of the boat and aft,

towards the bow and on both sides of the hatchway, was the deck. -

There was no railing or bulwark other than a covering board about

three inches in thickness. Described as a species of sloop, it had
N .

one razher tall mast, with long boom, placed well forward on the

’ AN

Ay

\J

E. A. Talbot, I, pp. 84-86. !
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deck and at times a portable jurymast might also be used aft. When

adverse winds or heavy curtents prevented the use of sails, the 5

Durham boat could be poled or "set" up the river.

The crews for both the Durham boat and the bateau were

- .
-

variable. On the St. Lawrence both craft—carried‘from 5 to 10 or

more men; depending on the difficulties of the/route. Descending

'

the St. Lawrence 2 oatrsmen on each side and a steersman were

sufficient but douBle that number might be needed in the ascent,‘and

by trayellingf&n ?rigades, the -crews were able to ‘help each other

4 .
over the difficult sfpots. The flat-bottomed bateau was coqpidé?ed to

A} * L] . .
be the 'safer of the two craft for travel along the St. Lawrence, but . J

the freight cabacity of the Durham was about 10 times that of the
s ' .
ayerage bateauf being'350 bartels or about 35 tons. In 1811, however,

one travéller along the upper St. Lawrence noted that~burham boats

I v .

were gcarce on the Canadian side of the river. .

’
3

3

»

ERY
.
Smriong

¢

(Based on Gle}et,-pp. 415—4%32 P . ' /

.
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The Movement of Troops and Supplies
along the Upper St.Lawrence

/’

Arrangements for a bateau escort: ] -

General Ogder, Montreal
22 September 1812
Captain Pentz Canadian Fencibles with a party of 1 subaltern,
2 Serjeants and 50 Rank and file to march to La Chine on Wednesday
afternoon to form an Escort to a Brigade of Boats with Stores
proceeding to Kingston;,;

<

By

arged from Hospital beloﬁging to
are to proceed by this opportunity. -
furnish Captain Pentz with a Return of {

Such Soldiers as are dis
Regiments in the Upper Proy
The Major of Brigade wi
their Names; -

The Escort to take with them 60 Rounds Ball Cartridge per Man,
and are to be kept in separate Divisions in light Boats, in readiness
to use their Arms, at a Moments Notice and are not to be employed in
rowing. - )

Lieut, Smith of the Kingston Militia having volunteered his
Seryice, 1s to proceed with this Escort and to be obeyed according to
his Rank, . .

(From P.A.C., R.G. 8, C 1168, p. 280)

Arrangements for the movement of troops
between Montreal and Kingston
(See Map No. 5):

General Order, Kingston
19 May 1813

The 1lst Brigade of the Line and the 1st Demi Brigade of Light -
Infantry with a Car Brigade of Light Artillery to proceed immediately
te Kingston in light marching Order - but such baggage as is
indispensably requisite to preserve the comfort and health of the

| N



baggage Guard tb be allotted for that Service and His Excellency
strongly urges (the precaution of .the Men being amply provided with
necessaries, particularily shoes, as are indispensible in the Field
and which cannot be procured in the Upper Province - .

Troops,is to bigbxgyght on in Batteaux direct”to Kingston - a small

This movement is to be conducted by Colummn of Grand Divisions
of two Companies each, to follow in daily succession - and for this
purpose Divisions of Batteaux are to be asgsembled at La Chine and at
the Ferry above Coteau du lac - The troops are to disembark at the
Cedars, and to March to the Ferry Six Miles above Coteau du lac,
where they will embark in the Second Division of Boats and proceed
towards Cornwall, until they arrive where the road becomes good -
they will then land and the Batteaux are to return without delay to
their respective Stations to bring on the following divisions of
Troops - and each officer in charge of a Grand Division is to see
that this Order 1s promptly executed -

The Royal Artillery will conduct their Horses by the inland
communication from Coteau du lac to Cornwall, the Guns 4nd Carriages
to be sent forward By Water . . .

Camp Equippage for 1000 Men to be forwarded to Kingston from
ﬁ Montreal and in order that these movements may not interfere with, or
N retard the Transport of Marine and Ordnance' Stores which are to be
sent on with the utmost expedition, His Excellency is pleased to
direct that the 5th Battn. of Militia furnish Crews for conducting
the Divisions of Batteaux to Transport the Troops from La Chine to
the Cedars and from Coteau du lac to Cornwall and further with a view
to facilitate the Service His Excellency approves of a sufficient
Number of Men being selected from the Militia Companies of the lst
Light Battalion to conduct the Batteaux with the baggage of the two
Brigades . . .

. In case of any impediment arresting the progress of the
Column, the Division obliged to halt is immediately to¢ send

. intelligence of their detention to the rear, to prevent the column
crowding, the whole will halt till the obstacle is removed.

J

¢(From P.A.C., R.G. 8, C" 1170, pp. 207-212) /
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. Logistics and Strategy

. -

American plans for a campaign ‘on the Niagaéa in 1814 were very
much aff;cted by logistical considerations. The American Secretary ' '
of War was well aware of the meager resources of Upper Canada and the
following lettér to General Brown clearly indicates the difficultie;
which had to be overcome. Armstrong points out the critical

importance of water transport and. the necessity :0f naval dominance on

Lake Ontario in order to support his plans,

J. Armstrong to J. Brown

War Department, 19 June IBﬂXL
(Bruikshank, Documents relat\ing to the
Invasion of the Niagara Peninsula,

pp. 35-37)

This despatch is forwarded by Lieut., Frazier of the 15th
Regt. Infantry. It concerns the necessary instructions both
as to the objects to be attained and the means of attaining
them.

1st. ~ Capt. Sinclair will go up to Detroit with a part o
the Flotilla, he will there embark Lieut. Colo. Croghan and
as large a number of troops as his vessels will accommodate
with the hegEssary supplies of provisions & ammunition. He

" will then enter Lake Huron and proceed to Gloucester Bay
where the troops will debark, attack and-carry the enemy's
new Establishment at Matchedash, fortify and garrison that
place and open with you a communication if another part of
the plan, next to be detailed, shall succeed; this effected
the fleet will go on to the mouth of St. Joseph's & Mackinaw.

2nd. What remains of the Flotilla on Lake Erie will be
put under orders to transport your Division to the Canada
shore. The place of landing will be selected under the best
information you possess. From Colonel Campbell's report &
other advices, it is believed the point marked "A" in the
enclosed Sketches, is best adapted to the purpose & that your

|
I
° |
|
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approach to Burlington Bay, which will be your first object,

should be made by the route marked "C" as laid down in

Faden's map. On reaching the heights of that place you will

spare no pains to fortify the position in such way as %

effectually to cover your whole force, taking care to

estgblish a—small and interior work of increased stremgth,

which will render the position tenable by a reduced force &

which in particular will command the only road as we under-

stand that leads from York to Fort George. Thus situated,

you will find yourself in the heart of the enemy's country,

in the centre of his military stations & prepared to fall

upon and carry these in succession.

A Question arises here whether this Expedition should be
suspended until we obtain an ascendancy on Lake Ontario and
as a part of the greater plan; this Question turning on a ’
circumstance which I shall briefly examine.

For all military operations we must begin with the belly.
Our attention must therefore be first directed to the.
quantity of provisions on hand, to the means of transporting
it and to the expedients for supply should either of these be
deficient. You ought at least to be assured of one month's
provisions. This you possess, but how is it to be trans-
ported? On boats to the Canada shore and afterwards by Land
- in wagons or on pack horses. But 5,000 men require for one A~
month 200,000 lbs. weight of bread & meat; calculate then the
load of a two-horse wagon at 1500 1lbs. and that of a pack
horse at 250 1lbs. and your train will be enormous, difficult
to sustain, & perhaps impossible to procure, but besides
provision, you must carry a train of artillery, ammunition,
medicines, Hospital Stores, Camp Kettles, tents, spare
musquets, etc, etc. Where 1s such a number of wagons or pack
horses to be found? In Canada, no. They also must be'
carried with you, which necessarily leads me to state another
difficulty. I have said you may cross the lake in tranmsport
vessels but the Secretary of the Navy does not calculate that
more of these will be left by Sinclair than Wwill be competent “
to transport 800 men at one trip. Hence it follows that the
transportation of 5,000 men will require more than six trips,
besides what may be wanting for your Artillery, your tents,
provisions, wagons, Horses, etc, Is it to be supposed that
the enemy will remain ignorant of these movements across the
Lake? Or that knowing them he will either mistake their )
object or be inattentive to the means of defeating it? -We
have no right to think so., They are well informed, vigilant
and skilful. Taking for granted, however, that we have
i conquered all difficulties, arising from Land & water trans- ' .
. portation and that we have actually ‘got hold of Burlington



Heights, are we in a condition to avail ourselves of that
position so long as the Enemy has command of Lake Ontario?
Could we advance to the reduction of York or Fort George with
any hope of success without the aid of a Fleet? Could we
maintain ourselves at Burlington for any length of time
without that aid, and, if not, ought we to hazard the
approach of a retreat or the disgrace of a surrender? The
conclusion from all this is that though the expedition be
approved, 1ts execution must be sugpended till Chauncey shall
have gained the command of the Lake. That accomplished there
will be no hazard of interruption to our march from the Enemy
nor any necessity for loading ourselves or retarding our
movements by a large provision train & Burlington will be
easily supplied from the 18 Mile Creek or the Genesee River,
where depots have been established. Other considerations
lead to the same conclusions. This course will give time to
Brigdr. Genl. Porter to assemble his Corps, to General
McArthur to forward the Recruits of the 17th, 19th and 28th
Regts, to those of the 9th, 1llth, 21st and 25th, to join their
Regts, to the 1lst, 22nd and 23rd Regts to reach their
destination & for the Boats now at Detroit to be brought down
to Buffalo. Commodore Chauncey says, ""The Fleet will be
ready in all the month of June," to which the Secretary adds
two weeks for accidents, making it the 15th of July before
they will be certainly on the Lake and fit for action with the
Enemy. On the whole it will be seen that this expedition
will be contingent and that if our Flget on Lake Ontario be
beaten or destroyed, it will mot be undertaken.

To give immediate occupation to your troops and prevent
them from stagnating, why not take Fort Erie & its Garrison,
stated at 200 to 400 men. Land between point Abino and Erie
in the night, assail the fort by land & water, push forward a
Corps to, seize the bridge of Chippeway and be governed by
circumstances either in stopping here or going further.

Boats may follow and feed you. If the Enemy concentrate his
whole force on this Line, it will not exceed 1600. But
Garrisons must be left to occupy Forts George and Niagara,
whence the probability that he will not shew in the field,
1200, with them you should not decline a contest. The issue
of a successful one on our part would be to enable you to
invest Fort George & to avail yourself in the most direct way
of Commodore Chauncey's aid, (should he beat Ypo) in reducing
that place & Fort Niagara.

303
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APPENDIX XXIV

Return of the Resources of the Niagara and
London Districts, Including the West
Riding of the Home District

On 21 January 1814 Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Nichol,
Quartermaster—General of the Upper Canadian Militia, was summoned
to Major-General Riall;é Headquarters and directed to collect
intelligence on the state of local resources in the Niagara and
London Districts. A winter campaign agaixst the American forces on
the Detroit frontier was under consideratiyn and Nichol was to

provide the necessary information on road gonditions, the

possibilities for forming depots and working through the militia
officers was to provide complete information on local provision and
forage resources. In February, the attack was called off because of
unusually mild weather, but before the end of that month Nichol had
completed his returns of the nine regimental divisions of London

and Niagara Districts and the west riding of Home District.

The results of Nichol's efforts provide some interesting
agricultutal statistics and by making a few simple calculations, the
problems encountered by the Commissariat may be brought into sharper
focus. Working from Nichol's figures, it may be seen that the '
supply of flour, wheat and rye which farmers in Lincoln County had on
hand as of mid-February 1814, if eaten at a daily rate of one pound
per person (the standard 'Treasury" ration), would have suffi;ed the

12,000 civilian inhabitants of the county for just under 180 days -



or barely sufficient to cover the intervening time until the next

harvesé was gathered in July and August. This, however, must not

be taken to mean that there was no surplu; available for the
Commissariat, for the returns do not include quantities already at
military depots nor quantities then at the mills. The' acreage
figures for wheat and rye sown in the fall of 1813 are perhaps more
revealing. If harvesped at the yields predicted (12 and 15 bushels
respectively) these crops would have provided one year's consumption
of flour for the population of Lincoln County with approximately

3,180,000 rations to spare. |

In Norfolk County, the supply of flour, wheat and rye at hand
on local farms in February 1814 would have fed Norfolk's 3,000
inhabitants for a little over 200 days, covering the time until the
next harvest with perhaps 20 days of flour, at 3,000 ratioms daily,
to spare. The wheat and rye sown the previous September if harvested
at 12 and 15 bushels respectively (yields which were certainly low
for that area, yet quite possible because of the demands of militia
duty) would have provided one year's consumption for the inhabitants

with a surplus of about 900,000 ratious.

In May 1814 Deputy Commissary-General Couche returmed the
Right Division's rate of consumption at Burlington and on the Niagara
frontier at about 7,350 rations daily. At this rate of consumption
the surplus produced in Norfolk and Lincoln countiq§ in 1814 would
have covered the Right Division's issues for about 5 0 days. But, in

mid-August 1814, the Right Division was reported as devouring some
’ L3

| - \
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14,000 rations per day and at that rate the projected surplus from
-

Lincoln and Norfolk would have lasted about 225 .days ~ more than
four months short of the year's supply necessary to sustain the
Right Division until the next harvest (July-Augustﬁl?lS). Nor could
the resources of Oxford and York make up the diffg?e;cé. Provisions

would have to be brought in from elsewhere.
Such calculations as are posilble from Nichol's returns

certainly appear to refute Commodore Yep's assertion that it was only

because of the Commissariat's neglegt in collecting local regources

that it beecame necessary for him to bring provisions from King:Zon to
uth

feed the Right Division. With respect to flour supplies, the

n

was that there was simply not enough being produced locally to feed
both the civilian population and a large number of goldiers and

Indians and according to Drummond, even many o% the reputedly most

abundant townships "greatly disappointed our explectations.'
G,

-

l
[N.B. All calculations have been based on yields of 12 bushels per
acre for wheat and 15 bushels per acre for rye and 5 bushels of
wheat has been taken as the equivalent of one barrel of flour N
weighing 196 1b. Consumption has been calculated at a daily rate
of one pound per person, the standard '"Treasury'" ration. This of
course ignores the fact that the farmer and his family -may well have’
consumed more than this amount and no allowance has beeq/made for
wastage or the necessity of retaining ‘e certain proportion of the
grain as seed. It has also been assumed that all of the available
surplus could be collected and put at thé C ssariat's disposal.
Population figures for Norfolk and Lincoln aref from early nineteenth
century sources, but can only be considered as rough estimates. Nor
can Nichél's figures be verified, though they came from very
detailed returns provided by local militia officers. R
All things taken into account it can only be concluded that
the actual surplus available to the Commissariat was less than these
rough calculations would suggest.]
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Returnvof Resources
24 February 1814

[

1st Lincoln--442 cwt. of flour, 7,997 bushels wheat, 1,299
bushels rye, 1,387 bushels oats, 134 bushels corn, 38 bushels
barley, 184 bushels peas, 6 fat cattle, 33 to fat, 257 oxen, 1,206
cows, 1,057 young cattle, 3,222 sheep, 1,705 hogs, 835 tons of hay,
733 horses, 254 sleighs, 105 wagons, 2,129 acres of wheat, Z of
barley, 101 of rye.

2nd Lincoln--337 cwt. flour, 7,881 bushels wheat, 301 bushels
rye, 1,749 bushels oats, 180 corn, 511 peas, 11 fat cattle, 50 to fat,
403 oxen, 1,325 cows, 930 young cattle, 3,980 sheep, 1,676 hogs,
-950 tons hay, 716 horses, 236 sleighs, 99 wagons, 3,228 acres wheat
»sawn, 128 acres of rye.

3rd Lincoln--392 cwt. flour, 6,043 bushels wheat, 267 rye,
3,417 oats, %66 corn, 580 peas, 6 fat cattle, 50 to fat, 362 oxen,
1,087 cows, 894 young cattle 3,028 sheep, 1,665 hogs, 1,073 tons
hay, 598 horses, 174 sleighs, 106 wagons, 2, 659 acres of wheat sown,
152 of rye.

4th Lincoln--400 cwt. flour, 6,000 bushels wheat, 350 rye,

- 3,000 oats, 520 corn, 280 peas, 12 fat cattle, 52 cattle to fat, 350
oxen, 1,236 cows, 1,080 young cattle, 3,205 sheep, 3,706 hogs, 975
tons hay, 500 horses, 200 sleighs, 80 wagons, 3,217 acres of wheat
sown, 200 of rye.

5th Lincoln--2,000 ewt. flour, 12,700 bushels wheat, 1,637
rye, 2,455 oats, 419 corn, 15 barley, 213 peas, 1 fat animal, 13
cattle to fat, 359 oxen, 1,318 cows, 677 young cattle, 3,110 sheep,
1,155 hogs, 543 tons of hay, 605 horses, 253 sleighs, 54 pungs, 85
wagons, 18 carts, 3,594 acres of wheat sown, 310 of rye.

2d York--2,022 cwt. flour, 9,797 bushels wheat, 589 rye, 2,062
oats, 157 corn, 96 barley, 142 peas, 102 cattle to fat, 472 oxen,
' 982 cows, 897 yqung cattle, 1,969 sheep, 1,308 hogs, 409 tons hay,
467 horses, 215qE1eighs, 68 wagons, 3,365 acres of wheat sown, 1 acre
of barley, 130 of rye.

1st Norfolk--473 cwt. flour, 3,211 bushels wheat, 2,495 rye,
1,587 oats, 446 corn, 55 peas, 48 cattle to fat, 288 oxen, 520 cows,
475 young cattle, 1,180 sheep, 954 hogs, 249 tons hay, 265 horses,
84 ‘sleighs, 37 pungs, 49 wagons, 20 carts, 1,257 acres of wheat sown,
551 of rye.
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2nd Norfolk--487>7cwt. flour, 4,093 bushels of wheat, 3,199

" rye, 2,093 oats, 487 cbrny 4 peas, 5 cattle to fat, 280 oxen, 651

cows, 583 young cattle, 1,472 sheep, 1,050 hogs, 208 tons of hay, 373

. horses, 101 sleighs, 19 pupgs, 65 wagons, 3 carts, 1,483 acres of

wheat sown, 620 of rye.

Oxford--226 cwt. flody, 2,798 bushels wheat, 983 rye, 1,861
oats, 831 corn, 129 peas, 8 thtle to fat, 278 oxen, 649 cows, 623
young cattle, 1,395 sheep, 1,050 hogs, 232 tons hay, 242 horses, 41
wagons, 63 sleighs, 872 acres of wheat sown, 132 of rye.

Recapitulation--Flour, 6,699 cwt., equal to 3,828 barrels;
60,520 bushels wheat, 11,031 bushels rye, 19,611 bushels oats, 3,640
bushels corn, 149 bushels barley, 2,099 bushels peas, 36 fat cattle,
361 cattle to fat, 3,046 oxen, 8,974 cows, 7,219 young cattle, 22,561
sheep, 12,329 hogs, 5,474 tons of hay, 4,529 horses, 1,580 sleighs,
110 pungs, 698 wagons, 41 carts, 21,756 acres of wheat sown, average
yield 12 bughels per acre, 3 acres of barley, 2,330 acres of rye,
average yleld 15 bushels per acre.

5
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Resource Return of the 2nd Norfolk Militia - London District - Township of Woodhouse - February 1814

The following extract composed a small part of the information that went into Nichol's larger return of resources.
Woodhouse was in the Long Point area, and the collection of its resources was considered extremely important for the
support of the Right Division during 1814, It can be seen that while some farmers are producing a surplus beyond their
fam}ly's needs, others are not, and in fact there are some who apparently have planted no grain at all. While this
extract provides a concrete example of farm resources in Norfolk County, it should be remembered that this return was
made after the war had ‘been in progress for more than one and a half years. (Extract from P.A.C., R.G. 8, T 1703, p. 139)

\
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- : APPENDIX XXV

Officers of the Commissariat in Upper Canada
December 1813

' -

Kingston

a{ﬂ‘ ‘
Deputy Commissary->General Peter Turquand, superintending the
\ Commissariat in Upper Canada ,
Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General Clarke . i

’ ) Prescott
¥
’ h Députy-Assistant Commissary-General J. C. Green i .
r York ’ ' IR,
Agsistant Commissary-General Dance
Deputy—-Assistant Commissary-General Crookshank !
. (acting) Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General Stanton
. (acting) Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General McGill o
Burlington Heights
7 ' .
= Assistant Commissary-General James Coffin
Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General Bisset
- i
Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General Reynolds - disposable )
- y ¢ .
w ’ .
"\ Deputy-Assistants Commissary-General Robert Gilmor and Tamnatt H.
.~ Thompson will repair to Lower Canada and report themselvea
- to the Commissary-General. .
. (Enclosed in W, H. Robinsor to-J. C. Herries, No. 191, 15 December -
| ‘ . 1813, P.A.C., W.O. 57/14)
»
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APPENDIX XXVI

\
~ < . .
Return of Provisions with thgﬂiight Division - < !
16 May 1814 \\\
v i i . \ -
Dated Kingston, 6 June 1814 ’ AN
Burlington, etc. S Niagara Frontier 1 \
4,583 persons " 2,765 rations \{
3,780 Barrels of flour 779 Barrels of flour \\\\\\
133 " of biscuit 472 " of pork T
622 " of pork 18 Bushels of pease
66 " of salt- 460 Pounds of rice \ .
50% Bubhels of corh ~  66% Barrels of salt )
7,458 Gallons of Rum 6,407 Gallons of rum )
2,510 " of Whisky 257,600 Pounds of hay
6,296 Pounds of oats 130 Head of cattle *
263,312 " of hay
York, etc. Forwarded to the Niagara

Frontier and York

1,368 rations

196 Barrels of flour * 1,020 Barrels of pork -
13,440 Pounds of biscuit 1,888 Gallons of rum
42 Barrels of pork 5,570 Pounds of rice °
25 Barrels of salt’ . )
1,586 Gallons of rum Flour, including the quantities at
89,600 Pounds of hay the several mills, will supply the
61 Head of cattle -Right Division to the 16 October
= next. ‘
‘ Pork, to 22 August.
500 Barrels flour * Catt]e, for 14 days, which will
puthased since - extend the supply of meat to

5 ‘September next.
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APPENDIX XXVII

Commigsariat Problems at Amherstburg
1813

’

At Amherstburg the scarcity of local provisions and the

presence of large numbers of Indians made the Commissariat's duties

o

‘particularly difficult. Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General Robert

Gilmor's letters concefning the situation which developed there in
the summer and fall of 1813 illustrate vividly the difficulties
which commissariat officers had to cope with in the Canadas. Théy
first two letters were wriﬁzen while Gilmor was at Amherstburg/and
were sent to Deputy Gommissary-G;neral Couche who was then éith
Vincent's forceé on the Niagafa. The last letter was writfen at

Montreal in December ,1813 and sent as a report to Commissgry-General
Robinson. . N
R. Gilmor to E. Couche

Amherstburg, 6 August 1813
(Cruikshank, Documentary History, II, pp. 317-318)

Your letters of the 26th ultimo, with two thousand peunds
currency in army bills, were delivered to me by Mr. Charles
Askin on the 29th.

I aﬁ extremely happy to find that I may expect liberal
supplies of flour from Long Point, the more so as the two
principal mills (McGregor's and Arnold's*) are not now going
~ the dams are broke, and I am informed it {s more than
‘probable will not be prepared and filled with water till late
‘in the fall; thus the wheat on hand and that now cutting in
this district will be of little immediate service to me for
want of mills to grind it. The windmills at this season of

the year do very little service. -
8

+
*The former was burnt by the Indians in the skirmish of the
4th October at the Forks, the latter on the 5th October.




I have been abundantly supplied with cattle for some time
~~. past, though my issues have averaged about 17 per diem,- but
should the Indians remain with us, and in addition to the
quantities of meat, etc., issued by me continue their wanton
and extensive depredations on cattle of all descriptions, a
short period will put an end to our supplies of this article.
I have now in my possession, to be submitted to Brig. Gen.
Procter, accounts to near two thousand pounds for working
oxen, milch cows, sheep, hogs, etc., killed by Indians, and
I presume accounts to at least as much more will be given in
ddition thereto. Some of these cattle have been killed
withozt any meat having been taken from them; in other
instafices the horns and tail seem to have been the cause of
shooting down the animal - these being cut off, the carcass
is left to the dogs.. In addition to about 14,000 rations per
day can a new country like this supply sufficient provisions
for our consumption? The Commissary General cannot expect
from me any particular accounts of the resources of the
country under such circumstances. I can only say that for
2000 men I could easily supply provisions for six months, in
conformity to general orders mentioned in your letter of the
18th ult., Sirfce then I have been *feeding about 15,000 troops,
Indians, etc., from which, I presume, the Commander-in-Chief
has as little idea of the provisions required for this post
as others have of the difficulties to be surmounted by me and
the immense labor to be performed, otherwise I can scarcely
suppose that I should have been so long without moreassist-
ance. I have now given up the idea of making up my accounts
till the assistants as required by me are sent. I find such
difficulties in procuring flour, corn, etc., sufficient to
feed such hordes of savages, in paying therefor and money to
do so, finding materials for all departments of the army
here, that the business of the day is more than sufficient
to employ the whole of the time of myself and my small
establishment. Hence nmy reason for applying for an officer
of the department to be put over me. I find more expected of
me than all my abilities and zeal can perform - my accounts
getting in arrears and the miserable prospect before me of
getting embarrassed beyond the po::}ygiity of extraction - of
perhaps involving myself and my family in ruin from getting
so involved. I was in hopes khat as a number of officers of
the commissariat, supeérior to me in rank and-likely in
abilities and practice, had arrived from England - others
promoted in this country -~ that one of them might have been
sent here to take charge of a district which I consider
inferior to none in Canada in point of responsibility and
commissariat duties. At the same time I should be far from
wishing more than can be asked with propriety or granted
without ruining my prospects in the departmént after 15
years' faithful services.

e/
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I am very happy that you are sending me a supply of oats.
In addition to the 30 barrels mentioned by you I'will require
about 60, provided you can spare so much. I beg to be
informed what quantity of that article is issued to the \
troops in your district. Brigadier-General Procter requires
some for their horses though I cannot get him to give out a
general order on that subject. T have to acknowledge your
letter of the 24th ult, and beg leave to state that on the
renewal ghereof I could not pay the accounts of the 4lst
Regiment on account of the paymaster as well as the command-
ing officer being at the fort of the Rapids. Since their
return I have been prevented from making payment for want of
money, a supply of which I hope to receive on a larger scale
than hitherto. The escort of dragoons with the 4,000 dollars
in specie hag not yet arrived.

P.S.—1I sincerely hope that the transport Mary will soon ¢
arrive with more flour - I am really out. I have sent
Mr. Reynolds and one of my clerks to Detroit to purchase the
whole of the flour and corn that they can get in the Michigan
territory and in the neighborhood of Sandwich. I pay $10 per
bbl. of 196 1bs. for flour and 7s 6d per bushel for corn. I
understand that the schooner Ellen is to be sent for pro-
visions to Long Point in a few days.

et e

(From Niles' Weekly Register, Baltimore, Md., 15th January,
1814, Vol. V., pp. 328-329. Said to have been taken in General
Procter's baggage on 5th October, 1813) ‘

Extract _ .
R. Gilmor to E. Couche .
Amhetsgtburg, 5 September 1813

(P.AC. .0. 42/151, p. 152)

Our Situation here in respect to Provisions is truly
alarming, the only Flour which I can now obtain is hunted up
from the Merchants and Farmers in Small Quantities;—this
Measure can be only expected te~afford us a temporary relief
for a few days:—I hope that y ave sent on another drove
of Cattle, as I have reason to expect from your last letter,
and that you will Continue to Send me from time to time, a
further supply until we can get a Supply of Irish Pork at
this place.—Our Issues, are now about 14 Head of Cattle per
day, and had we no Corn would be' 7000 1bs. of Flour—only 300
.Bushels of Corn now remain in Store, and 40 Barrels of Flour;

/



—And I cannot ‘say where more of either Species 1is to be had.
—1I have not now\any Money, except, what I can make or borrow
—1I hope you will send some by Captain Chambers on his
return; Specle 1s of great use in purchasing provisions and

I beg that a proportion of 1 and 4 Dollar Army Bills may be
sent to enable me to make Small Payments.

-

I am completely Worn out with fatigue and Anxiety, and I
hope you will be soon able to Send me Assistance as before
Mentioned,—I intend with the sanction of Major Genl. Procter
to send two Batteaux from hence to Port Talbot, for Flour on
Tuesday next:—Captain Barclay thinks that the Risk will not
be great, and our Case is desperate,

\

R. Gilmor to W. H. Robinson
Montreal, 3 December 1813
(P.A.C., W.0. 57/14)

On my arrival at this Place from Upper Canada I consider
it my duty to lay before you some circumstances relative to
the Charge entrusted to me in the District of Amherstburg,
for Some time prior to the retreat of the Right Division of
the Army from thence—~till the defeat of that Army by the
American Forces near Moravian Village.

The prospect of a want of Provisions for a very
considerable period before this event took place, was to me a

‘matter of the Utmost concern—my Letters to Depy Comsy Genl

Couche were replete with this Subject—Every possible ‘step to
Secure the whole of the Supplies which could be obtained had
been taken—for 2 Months in the Spring, I fed the Indians

most exclusively on Fish—but with all the exertions which
could be made by myself and Assistants, in addition to Agents
employed by me, Provisions Sufficient for the Supply of the
Troops, and Indians cquld not be obtained—My Issues were
then about 14,000 Rations per dief.

My time being latterly almost entirely devoted to this most
important object completely prevented me from making up and
transmitting my Accounts-—The few Gentlemen whom I could get
in that Place to assist in purchasing Provisions made it
indispensibly necessary for myself, and my (few) Assistants:
to be ever on the look out for Provisions. Not only my Zeal
but my Personal Safety was concerned in getting Provisions
for the Indians. I had already been threatened in an
Official manner, by the Western Indians, with being taken to
their Camp, and Starved, if I did not feed them more bounti-
fully, ~



The American Fleet had severa@es been within a few

Miles of Amherstburg and ours wasg if a State of blockade— .
A Depdt of Provisions was formed at Long Point but our Ship-
ping being thus shut in our own Port I derived no advantage
from 1t at that time. I was then reduced to a quantity of
Flpur, not more than Sufficient for two days issue-~-=Under
thase circumstances I was induced to send 5 Batteaux under

thg directions of an intelligent daring and active Man, to
Poyt Talbot for Flour—He left Amherstburg on the day before
t last Sailing of our Fleet from thence—It was 3 days

fter this' that I first experienced what I had so long fore-
een and dreaded—a total want of Flour—for 4 or 5 days I
had to Substitute Potatoes for Bread in my issues to the
Troops—The Wheat that remained in the Country could not be
made into Flour, by reason of the dry, still Weather which 0
left the Mill Dams without Water and gave us little or no
Service from the few Wind Mills—Wheat was issued to the
Indians—After the melancholy disaster of the defeat of our
Fleet and the Subsequent Order for 4 retreat was known, I’
was supplied with Cattle from the Farmers, who had resolved
to follow our Army—On this occasion those People parted with
the whole of their Working Oxen and Milch Cows—I had con-
sidered the Country before nedrly drained of Beef Cattle.

The day previous to our actual retreat from Amherstburg the
five Batteaux, which I had sent to Port Talbot, returned, 1 '
may say through the Enemy's Victorious fleet with 131 Barrels
of Flour—This was a very seasonable Supply for our retreat-
ing Army. As much Bread and Biscuit was baked at Amherstbu
that day and at Sandwich the 3 days we afterwards halted /'Fg
there, as could possibly be done, from which the Army were
supplied with their Ration of Bread, till we arrived at
Dolson's on the River Thames. At this Place Ovens had been
previously built, and no want of Provisidns, worth mentioding,
was experienced during the Retreat.

On the day of the Action I had about 170 Head of Cattle
which I had sent 6 Miles Above the Moravian Village (about 9
Miles from the Battle Ground) They were in charge of a Capt ~
of Militia, who I had employed as an Agent for purchases, he
had then a sufficient number of Herds and Drivers under his
Orders. On hearing of the Battle he immediately put them in
Motion and had got them °sufficiently advanced to have saved
them had it not been for the universal panic which seemed to
have seized on every person, belonging to our defeated Army,
who had escaped—I was then in the rear of most of those.who
had fled, and on coming up with the Cattle found that two of
the Drivers only remained with them, and the Cattle much
Scattered in the Woods, by the Multitude of flying Indians
who almost filled up the Road for a very considerable dis-
tance—I1 used every means to get more Drivers, and to

[
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encourage those then with them to continue their exertionms,
but an alarm of a Party of the Enemy's Cavalry being very
near prevented me from getting any more assistance -and
frightened away the two Men which to that time had remained

on this duty.

I had Sometime before our retreat sent a part of my
Accounts to Depy Comsy Genl Couche the remainder of my Papers
were put into a Waggon ,with four good Horses the day before
the Action, and a confidential Person sent in charge thereof
—This Waggon was nearly out of danger, when by (as I
suppose) the fright of the Driver on seeing the flight of the
part of our Army which had escaped, it was overset and part
of the contents pillaged (immediately) by our own Indians—
The Person in charge saved the greatest part of my Cash
Accounts—~those lost were the Provision and Store Accounts,
and some Cash Vouchers which were in Charge of Depy Asst
Comsy Genl Reynolds—My Account Current Book, an open Pay
List for Beef & Flour—Receipts for payments made to the

Engineers Dept. etc.

The whole of my personal Baggage was in this Waggon and
was lost.



INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLIOGRAPHY

The most important source of material on the logistical
problems encountered by the British forces du;:ing the Canadian War of
1812 is contained in records preserved at the Publis/Archives of
Canada,' at Ottawa. References to factors affecting supply and
movement are scattered throughout the ''C" series (Record Group 8,(
records of the Briti.slkx military and naval forces in Canada), but
particular attention must be directed to the correspondence relating
to the affairs of the Commissariat Department in volumes C 114 to
C A20., Volumes C 114 and C 115 provide information on contracts,
finance, departmental problems and organization in the Canadas during
the two years immediately preceding the outbreak of war. The war !
years are covered in volumes C 116 to C 118 vﬂ\letters touching on
a full gamut of subjects from provision and tramsport problems to
inter-departmental disputes and fiscal mattérs. Correspondence
contained in volumes C 119 (January to June 1815) and C 120 (July to

(-3
December 1815) is also of interest because of the light it sheds on
the Commissariat's relations with the local inhabitants of Upper
Canada, the problems of martial law and the breakdown of the corvée

-

system during the summer of 1815.

The most detailed information on the role of the commissaries

of transport in Lower Canada is found in volumes C 373 and C 374,

319
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entitled Transports. These volumes also contain correspondence
deta’iling the activities of the Royal Navy's Transport Office at
Quebec, as well as letters on corvée problems and the bateau service.
The general 6rders found in volumes C 1168 to C 1172 again encompass
a wide range of topics arnd include orders relative to ration issues,
procedures to be followed by the Commissariat, transport and the
movement of troops. Various resource return\s\ and orders contained in
the militia records of the Claus family (C 1700 to C 1703) help to
reveal the nature of agricultqre in the upper province, the problem

of transport and also the militia's role in ascertaining and "driving"

the resources of the countryside.

Correspondence from Sir Gordon Drummond to Sir George Prevost,

o~

in volumes C 682 to C 686, forms the basis for a description of the

difficulties encountered by the British Right Division in ’Upp'er

N
Canada during 1814, but additional letters on Drummond's problenk are
to be found in Cl‘ 118 and C 374. The letterbooks of the military
secretary providé further information on the conduct of the war, and
\J/olun:e C 1222 (¢N.<l>vember 1813 to January 1815) contains Prevost's

replies to Drummond's ]—.etters, found in C 682 to C 686.

The manuscript material-found in the books and boxes of the
"C" series is-also available on microfilm but should be supplemented "
by a study of certain War Office records and Colonial Office papers.
Coples of thése records, in so fe;r as they relate to Canadian matters,
are also avallable at the archives.in Ottawa on microfilm or in the

form of transcripts (Manuscript Group 12, "B" series).
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Undoubtediy tge most valuable correspondence in the War Office
records consulted, is found'in W.0. 57, Qolumes 14 and 15, which
contain Commissary-General Robinson's letters to the Commissary-in-~
Chief in London. These letters are vital to an understanding of the
problems which Robinson encountered in Canaéa and reveal the many
problems experienced by the Commissariat in the Canadian Command.
Volumes 63 and 64 of W.0. 58 contain the Commissary-in-Chief's
replies to Robinson's despatches, but are of less interest as much of
the material is concerned with the technical details of administrative
procedure. Robinson's first set of instructions from the Treasury
are to be found in W.0. 62, volume 45. Robinson's instructions,
along with the '"Geperal Instructions for an Assistant Commissary-
General," found in the same volume, give a very clear picture of the

7

responsibilities and duties of the Commissariat.

Sir George Prevost's correspondence with Lord Bathurst, the
Secretary for War and Coloniés, during the war, is found in C.0. 42,
volumes 147 to 159, and contains much material bearing on the
logiétical problems of 1812. Prevost's despatches deal with fiscal
matters, the problems of the militia service, transport and supply,
but also include lists of shipments sent to the Canadas and vessels
bound for North America, while the inclusion of monthly returns of
""Quebec Prices Current" show the progress of wartime inflation on
market prices. Sir Gordon Drummond’s correspondence with Lord
Bathurst,orelative to affairs in Upper Canada during the first half

of 1814, prior to Dfummond'e departure for the Niagara, is contained

in C.0. 42, volumes 355 and 356.

- »
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Manuscript Group 24 contains some of the private papers and
records of individuals who served in the war. Commissary-General
Robinson's letter on the Platsburg expedition (F 21) contains
information on the logistical problems encountered in mounting that
operation and De Gaugreben's account of the Niagara campaign of 1814,
written in May 1815, and his '"Memoir on the Defence of Up‘Q£»Canada"
(F 23), provide some interesting reflections on the nature and
difficulties of warfare along the Canadian frontier. De Gaugreben
expresses an obvious dislike for General Drummond and both he and
Colonel Hercules Scott, commander of the 103rd Regiment, criticize

Drummond's conduct of operations in 1814 (F 15).

The Map Division of the Public Af;hives possesses a number of
manuscript maps (as well as printed mag;) depicting the Canadas
during the War of 1812. Of particular help in studying Drummond‘'s
campaign on the Niagara is Lieutenant Nesfield's "Map of The Niagara

District in Upper Canada" (Holmden No. 2070) drawn in November 1815.

The Hardinge Papers, kept by the Rare Book Department in
McLennan Library at McGill University, Montreal, contain some
materials relative to the administration of -the British Army's supply
services in the early nineteenth century. Included are documents on
the supply of m;at and bread for the army and a detailed account of
the Storekeeper-~General Department. Most documents a;d correspondence
dealing specifically with Canada are of a later date than tlie War of
1812, but a manuscript map drawn by Assigtapt Quartermaster—General

G. Brock, of the London and Western Districts in 1815 is invaluable.
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.- Broek's map, on a scale of four miles to the ing¢h, depicts the
\£ settlements, roads and mills located west of Barlington and serves to
demonstrate clearly the difficulties of supply and movement
encountered by large forces operating in such an area. Taken
together with Nesfield's map from the Public Archives, it serves as
an exgellent reference fg;mfﬁe operations of the Right Division in
1814. At present, howe'gy, neither Brock's map, nor the other

documents consulted ip the Hardinge Papers are catalogued, being .

stored in numbered boxes without reference as to contents.

- William Wood's Select British Documents of the Canadian War
of 1812 reproduces a good selection of some of the manuscript
L 4

material to be found/ in the "C'" series at the Public Archives, but

much of the material dealing with the Commissariat is not included.

Cruikshank's The cumentary History of the Campaign upon the Niagara

’ Frontier, 1812-1814 uses both American and British correspondence

| but also draws jon sources other than the official military \\

correspondende and includes newspaper articles and some documents
s

from priéate collections. Documents relating to the Invasion of the

Niagara Peninsula by the United States Army, commanded by General

Jacob Brown, in July and August, 1814 is particularly useful as it N

ol
covers the 1814 campaign through the correspondence of General Brown.
Cruikshank's work, however, must be approacﬁed,with caution as many
2 documents and letters are not accurately reproduced and where

possible they should be checked against the originals.

Pl ' M
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The letters of Thomas Ridout, commissioned in Canada as a

Deputy—Assistant Commissary-General in 1814, appear in Ten Years of

Upper Canada in Peace and War, 1805-1815, edited by Matilda Edgar,

* and are particularly useful in providing further insight, beyond that

of the official correspondence, into the activities of the Commis-

gariat in the Canadas. The John Strachan Letter Book: 1812-1834,

edited by George W. Spragge, also gives a; further comment‘ary on
events and personalitiés of the war, though Strachan's opinions are
not always borne out by evidence in the official military cor-
respondence preserved in the Public Archives. William Dunlop's ‘

Recqlleétions of the American War 1812-1814 presents an ipteresting

and entertaining account of events and experiences on the Niagara in
1814 but cannot be considered as completely reliable, Events are
misplaced chronologically and Dunlop's caustic remarks on his
superiors are ;ot tempered by a fair evaluatjon of the problems
inyolved, though D;xnlop does give a vivid picture of the tremendous

effort required to maintain the British forces along the Canadian

frontier. The Letters of Veritas, written by a Montreal merchant,

originally appeared in the Montreal Herald in 1815, after Prevost's

departure for England, and give another contemporary's opinions and
commentary on the events of thé war. Like Strachan and Dunlop, the
opinions expressed are very critical of the Governor's conduct of the

war, though often misinformed.

Descriptions of Canadian agriculture and settlement at the

time of the war may be taken from the many traveller's accounts and



topographicdl descriptions written by contemporaries, though/ the
information is not always accurate. MicHael Smith, for example, in

A Geographical View of the Province of Upper Canada and Promiscuous

remarks on the Govermment, gives a very misleading impresgion of the

state of that province'’s manufacturing capabilities in 1812 and was
obviously more famfliar with the western areas of the pr%vinces,

where he had lived, than with the eastern districts. S%;e ndditional
commentary on the war is also to be found in such authors as Bouchette,

Stuart, and of course, Smith, who was writing from the United States

. in 1813, Newspapers such as the Montreal Herald yileld various bits

3

of information on troop movements, the occasional letter by

correspondents at the front, and list the arrival of ships at Quebec,

along with their time in passage. \

-

e Among the secondary source materials, C. P. Stacey, in his
ar;iclq entitled "Anotheg Look at the Battle of Lake Erie," shows
clearly the effect of logistics~on the outcome of operations and
while good general histories of the war must inevitably touch on
logistical matters, the emphasis ig usually placed elsewhere and the

full impact of supply and movement problems is not completely

appreciated. Twa older works, both by American historians, Mahan and
,

Adams, remain excellent accounts and ones which do give comsideration

o

to the general problems of logistics and atrateey. More recent

histories worthy of npte are Reginald Horsman's 3!: of 4812 and

.

J. Mackay Hitsman's The Incredible War of 1812,

-
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1

Horsman has written one of the best balanced histories of the
war, covering the military and naval aspects both on the Canadian
frontier and elsewhere. Hitsman's hiséory focuses on the British
side of the struggle in Canadaaand takes due note of the strategic
and logistical problems involved. Both he and Horsman make reference
to such internal pfoblems as finaﬁce, disaffection and the militia
service, but the Commissariat itself receives only a mention.
Problemg such as the provision of manpower for the bateau service, of
land transport and 2 study of Canadian agricultural resources are not

dealt with, while the role of the Army Bill and the imposition of

martial law are not covered in dny depth.

The probleﬁs of martial law and disaffection in Upper Canada
have ,been more thorgughly dealt with in’articles by William M. Weekes
and Earnest A. Cruikéhank, but these studies are not exhaustive.
Morris Zaslow and W. B. Turner have collected and edited a number of
useful articles from various sources wbich deal with’;foerent aspects

of the war, but they are not all of thé same quality. Philip P.
~

Mason&g After Tippecange: Some Aspects of the Wdar of 1812 provides a
numbef of specialized studies of the war, including contributions by
such historians as C. P. Stacey, G. Stanley and R. Horsman. None of
these studies, however, deéis specifically with the problems of

logistics or the Commissariat.

There are many works whigh cover the general aspects of

Canadian economics in the early nineteenth century, but two articles

by R. L. Jones, "Histdry of 'Agriculture in Ontario, 1613-1880" and
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"Agriculture in Lower Canada, 1792-1815" are particularly useful for

327

their information on early nineteenth déﬁfury agriculture in Canada.

Fernand Ouellet's Histoire Economique et Sociale du Québec 1760-1850

is also of value for its discussion of agricultural problemé in Lower
Canada during the war and for its evaluation of the success of the
Army Bill and the attitude of Lower Canadians towards the government

and the war.

For the general administ¥ation and otganization of the British
army, including reference to the Commissariat, S. G. P. Ward's ‘

Wellington's Headquarters and Richard Glover's Peninsular Preparation

are particularly good. Ward presents a detailed picture of the
organization and problems encountered by the Commissariat dmring
the Peninsular War and is especially useful for the comparison it
offers with Commiséaf{gt operations in the Canadas. Glover has

\

devoted two special appendices to the Commissariat and its duties and

.

c&tes a rare work written by Havilland LeMesgrier, which appeared at

the end of the eighteenth century. De Fonblanque's Treatise on the

S |
Administration and Organjization of the British Army gives a brief

history of the British Commissariat, offering some remarks on the
systems used by Wellington and Napoleon, though much of this work:
deals specifically with the organization of supply services as théy

existed just after the Crimean War. l
@

Clode's Military Forces of the Crown; their Administration and

Government 1s a standard reference and gives further details on the

Commissariat. The Organization of the British Army in the American

.

B
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Revolution by Edward Curtis stydies’ the operatlon of the British

Army's supply services at an earlier date and is useful for the

a

contrasts that may be drawn between the arrangemenfs of 1775 and the

. \ ,
improvements which had been made by 1812. American logistical

problems are fovered in\Erna Risch's Quartermaster Support of the

Army, 1775-1939, which also details the organization of the American

-

army's supply arrangements as they existed in 1812. «

e
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