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libëral priees offered.21 Many Upper Canadians, however, felt_that 

the only fault lay with the Commissariat's'own indolence and poor 

arrangemen ts. 22 

In practice the procurement of provisions and forage under 

martial law, as �p�r�o�c�~�a�r�m�e�d� in Upper Canada, allowed the Commissariat 

to take"any surplus produce, beyond the farmer's own needs, without 

the owner's consent, though commissariat officers were specifically 
, 

instructed to �p�r�o�c�~�'�e�d� with the "utmost delicacy." AlI produce, 

�h�o�~�e�v�e�r�,� was paid for and Drummond hoped that by having local 

magistrates, who �w�e�~�~� usually farmers themselves, set the priees, 

much trouble might be avoided. Nevertheless, commissariat officers 

were stigmatized as "robbèrs," and �f�~�r�m�e�r�s� who felt such arbitrary 

measures to be illegal wanted prosecutions and sued for damages.23 

The government naturally had no desire to see such sui ts succeed, and 

apprehension was felt over the decisions which the local juries might 

render. As for the commissary, who was ordered to make suèh a 

seizure, he was placed in the unenviable position of being liab1e to 

21p. Turquand to Major-General Stovin, 9 January 1815 (P.A.C., 
R.G. 8, C 119, p. 5). 

22Anonymous letter of 1816 cited by Cr\1ikshank, "Public Life 
and 'Servi"ces of Robert Nichol, ft. pp. 37-38. 

; , 23Lieutenant-Co10nel Macdonell c1aimed such actions were 
ondertaken because many Upper Ca6âdlans �d�i�~�o�t� understand the extent 
of the CroWJ;l' s prerogatives in cases of eme gency. He himse1f was 
being sue'd for two thousand five hundred po ds damages. Macdonell, 
p. 212. ' -

• 



1 
1 1 
l' 
,$/ 

• 
'1;:j 

228 

civil prosecution by the farmer, yet certain of punishment by his 

"-
superiors if he refused to obey orders. 24 

The controversy over martial law brought forth very different 

opinions. Was it really necessary or had the Commissariat simply 
/ 

" 

done a poor job? Commissary-General Robinson was convinced that 

martial law was essential if his department was to operate effectively: 

. as far as relates to procuri~g Supplies it has ever 
been my opinion there is ~.but one rema.dy - that is"" to 
establish Martial Law in Upper Canada ta the furthest E~tent. 

The Commissariat may be goaded and partial Measures 
adopted but without Coertion [sic] the Avarice of most of the --- ~ Inhabitants, and the disaffection of ma~, cannot be overcome 
- Where, the means of Subsisting the Right Division must 
always be precarious for l need not inform His Excellency 
that it is whol1y impossible to convey from Quebec aIl the 
Supp~i~s necessary for the Troops above Kingston.2~ 

Lieutenant-General Drummond, however, came to the defence of Upper 

Canadians, leaving little doubt as to his own~sentimen~s! 

l can~ot subscribe to Mr. Robinson's opinion with regard 
to the PToclamation of Martial Law in a Country, whose Civil 
Libertiê~ l am bound to protect. And l cannot omit 9bserving 
that l consider it an unfair assertion, that the avarice âhd 
disaffection of this Province cannot, without coercion be 
overcome. - With reference to the letter, 'in pàrticu1ar, it 
ought not to be forgotten, that this Province might not no~ 
have been an Appendage to the British Crown, were it not ~r 
the blood shed by the Inhabitants in its defence~ nor would 
the late' Maj or General Sir Isaac Brock have reaped the - '. .l 

Laurels he did, were it not for their aid and assistance. 
Every atom o:froits Produce, abeyond the seant y pittanêe the' 

, . 
II.~ .. " ~ 24Sir G. Drummond to L~d Bathurst, No. 14, 28' May and No. 20, <l' 

20 November 1814 (P.A.C., c.a. 42/355, pp. 82-84, 124-13~); Sir G. 
Drummond ta N. Freer, 10 May 1814; E. Couche to Foster, 6 Ma~1814 
(P.A.C., R.G. 8, C 118, pp. 95-96,97-100). 

.t~ 
25 ( , • W. H. Robinson to N. Freer, 25 January 1815 P.A.C., R',G •• 8, 

C 119, p. 33). 
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people themselves of necessity require, is consumèd'by the 
Troops. - Not a grain is taken out of the Province~ 'I: should 
be happy to learn, what more can be expected. 26 

\ 
Drummond's ret~rt, for aIl its eloquence, does not reveal the 

whole truth, though it cannot be doubted that many did give what 

1ittle surplus they had. Drummond's remarks, which it would appear, 

were in part prompted by an obvious pique over correspondenc~ 

involving the Commissariat and the matter of transport arrangements,27 

do. hbWever, :ca11 attention back to the general state of agriculture 

in Upper Canada - yet they a1so infer the success of the arrangements 
\ . , 

by which the' local resources were collected. Drummond regretted the 
, 

use of even-a modified forro of martial 1aw, but he knew very weIl 

,that there was disaffection and disloyalty in certain are as of Upper 

.Canada. Though he felt that a majority of Upper Canadians was 

~ we1l-affected and lo~a1, he himse1f had observed that it was 

, ". .". a matter of general notoriety that of aIl the Dis tricts of 
/ 

'his. Provtnce [Upper Canada], the Johnstown District is, l am sarry 
I! 4 t.. • 

to say, the most disaffected and dis loyal. 1128 

~ If Robinson's view seems rather too harsh it should be 

remembered that it was èstimated that over half of the white 
" 

26Sir G. Drummond ta N. Freer, 16 February 1815 (P.A.C., 
R.G. 8, C 374, pp. 20-21). 

27It may also be cansidered that Drummond had been barn at 
Quebec and had served as a major-general in Canada from 1808 ta 1811. 

28Sir G. Drummond ta Lord Bathurst, No. 22, 2 January 1815 
{P.A.e-.',;.C.O. 42/356, p. 4). <' 
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population of Upper Can~da were Americans. 29 Certain1y the lack of 

specie and the inability to make prompt payments lowered government 

credit, creating dissatisfaction and distrust, but even in peacetime 

there had been deliberate attempts to force priees up by withholding 

produce. 30 One of Commodore Yeo's officers felt t~~t some coercion 

" •.. was absolutely necessary, for in some of the districts the 

inhabitants were of such Yankey principles that, without resorting to 

this method [impressment] no sleighs would have been got to convey 

Officers, men, baggage or any sort of Stores however urgent the 

occasion might be, and as it was, in many places every obstruction 

was thrown in the way."31 John Richardson, a Montreal merchant, even 

went as far as to suggest that there had been a deliberate conspiracy .. 
in the eastern districts to foil the efforts of the Commissariat and 

~I 

starve the troops.~2 

On the whole, Robinson's position was not without justifica-

tion, though it must be admitted that throwing b1ame on the ohstinacy 

of the local inhahitant~tcou1d easily he used as an expedient to 

cover one's own inadequacies,\ Nor is this to suppose that there were 
(, 

not many farmers who simp1y did not have much in the way of a surplus 

29M. Smith, p. 79. He estimated that six out of ten Upper 
Canadians were Americans or their children born in Canada 

30Jones, "History of Agriculture in Ontario," p'. 26. 

31Commander David Wingfie1d, "Four Years on the Lakes of 
Canada in 1813, 1814, 1815 and 1816" (P.A.C., M.G. 24, F 21, p. 45). 

32[John Richardson], The Lettera of Ve~ita8, pp. 79-82 
:;:> 
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to offer. Edward A. Talbo~ claimed that he knew a farmer who had 

lived more than twenty years in the eastern districts of Upper Canada 

" and who maintained that on an average of ten years, f~ farmera in , 
1 

that area even succeeded in raising enough of the "bread-stuff" for 

their own consumption, and consequently never thought about 

cultivating any fo~ market. 33 

Nor was the Commissariat without fault. Departmenta1 cor-

respondence does reveal cases of arrogant misbehaviour towards the 
1 

local population by certain individuals, but it also indicates 

Comrnissary-General Robinson's ardent des ire that 8uch suhordinates be 

disciplined or removed altogether. 34 And, at a time when those in 

the commissariàt service were frequently under suspicion for 

dishonesty, both by the Treasury and in the popular imagination, 

Robinson was at least able to report that his own staff in the 

Canadas were honest men. In May 1814 two temporary employees, an 

iS8uer and a clerk, were ordered to be imprisoned at Montreal, having 

been found guilty of fraud, but this was the only case of intentiona1 

deception which came to light during the war'.35 Though there were 

33Ta1bot. I. pp. 162-163. See Appendix XXIV. ~ 

3'+See correspondence on' 'Deputy Commissary-General F. Dr enn an , B 

~reatment of Major Salmon of the 2nd Norfolk Militia and the behaviour 
of a Mr. Clark of the Commissariat in dealing with farmer Simon Mabee. 
P.A.C., R.G. 8, C 119, pp. 102-125 and 173-189. 

35Immediately sfter the war, ~ the summer of 1815, a clerk 
who had previously served in Spain abscobded wtth 10,000 pounds while 
negotiating government bills in the United States. An assistant 
commisssry-general'gave chase and pursued the clerk from Albany to 

.. 
\ 
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occasional dismissals for drunkenness and incompetence among inferior 

grades of personnel, Robinson found the situation to be rather 

remarkable, the more so considering his difficulties in finding 

competent help locally.36 

As to the leadership of the Commissariat, Robinson's personal 

efforts in conducting the operations of his department did not go 

unnoticed. Durlng the retreat from Plattsburg, Major-General 

Frederick P. Robinson, even allowing for sorne family prejudice, paid C 
1 

the head of the Commissariat a deserved compliment: "The Depts. are , 

aIl jumbled together, and nothing goes right but in the Commissariat. 

My Brother, who is the Chief you know, is aIl intelligence and 

activity, but he cannat keep others from displaying the most 

consununate ignorance, and of our suffering thereby."37 Sir George ., 
Prevost, a1so, thought the efforts of his commissary-general worthy 

of special mention ta his superiors in London. He found Robinson 

" ..• attentively zea10us in Supplying the wants of the Army on the 

extensive frontiers of the Canadas ••. " and Prevost himse1f had 

Baltimore, on to Norfolk, Virginia and fina1ly to Philadelphia where 
the clerk sailed for Bordea~. The chase was then resumed in France. 
See Procèedings of a Board ~'Officers relative to the desertion of 
Connnissariat C1erk Shaw, 30 August 1815"' (P.A.C., R.G. 8, C 119, 
pp. 71-113). 

36W. H. Robinson to J. C. Herries, No. 239, 1 June 1814 
(P. A. C., W. o. 57/ 15) • 

37F. P. Robinson to William Merry, 22 September 1814 CP.A.C., 
M;G. 24, F 21, p. 6}. 
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" ..• been witness to the great exertions of aIl classes of his 

deparhment in fol1owing up the judicious arrangements he has 

instituted."38 

The establishment of proper provision depots was an essential 

in North America, and British operations along the Canadian frontier 

were conducted within a close proximity of those depots. 39 The 

distances to clepots in Upper Canada were prodigious and the 

Connnissari was an awesome one. Yet, apart from remote posts 

of Michilimackinac, the supp1y lines seem to have fai1ed 

se~ious1y 1y once, at Amherstburg in 1813, where the Connnissariat 

ran out 0 flour and was forced to substitute potatoes for four or 

five clays. 

Admitted1y, British soldiers were su~isted on no de1icately 
. 

balanced diet. Dai1y issues variecl from time ta time depending on 

circumstances and even the basic regu1ation ration~as often found 

~nsufficient, being supplemented with whatever might be at hand. 40 

32Sir G. Prevost to Lord Bathurst, No. 159, 19 May 1814 
(P.A.C., C.O. 42/156, p. 317). 

39Even Procter's fùrthest operations.were on1y about 50 miles 
from Amherstburg, and moet of that distance was across Lake Erie. 
During Prevost's advance on Plattsburg Robinsonls clepot at Chazy was 
connected by water to St. Johns and Isle aux Noix, whi1e he also drew 
on Champlain Village and LaColle. The distance from St. Johns ta 
Chazy is Just under 30 miles. From Chazy ta Plattsburg is about 14 
miles. 

40See Antony Brett-James, Life in Wellingtonls Army, London, ~-~ 
1972, pp. 107-120. Ridout, when on the Niagara in 1813, writes of .~~ -
stea1ing app1es, pears and peaches "at a great rate," whi1e also 
foraging for onions, bird eggs, and melons. He a1so mentions 
occasional raids on the fowl and livestock of neighbouring farms. 

See Appendix VIII. 
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Gertainly there were periods of duress experienced in the Canadas, 

particularly in the upper province, yet provisions did not give out 

entirely, though the situation often looked grime The arrangements 

by which the Commissariat secured provisions from the enemy's own 

territory must be given credit and in the aIl important matter of 

finance, imagination and resourcefulness were again evident in the 

introduction of Army Bills in the' Canadas and the clandestine 

negotiation of government bills in the United States. Altogether, it 

would not- be inappropriate to cite a few lines from one of Wellington' s 

veterans who wrote in 1816: "lt is true we were sometimes badly off 

for biscuit, but taking everything into éonsideration no army could 

be supplied better. lndeed it is a mystery to thousands how we were 

supplied so regular as we were."41 

Despite the fact that the Duke~of Wellington laid particular 

emphasis on Arnerican Inexperience, difficulties and the failure of 

their strategy du ring the war, he did commend highly the efforts of 

the British forces in North America and the success of the British 

defence of the Canadas cannot be gainsaid. Nor can there be any 

doubt but that William H. Robinson, as head of the Commissariat, 

played a key part in the successes which wère achieved by Briti~h 

arma. The role of the British regular, the Canadian militiaman and 

the North American lndian has been acknowledged, but that of the war 

commdssary has been virtually ignored. Even in his own day, the work 

.. 
41 Cited by Brett-James, p. Ill. 
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of the "bread soldier" was too often taken for granted, the credit 

for victories being given solely to those military officers who 

commanded the fo;ces engaged. Logistical problems dominated the 

conduct of the War of 1812, Jet Ifor aIl the effort expended on such 

"arduous duties ll the Connnissariat still receives but scant mention in 

histories of the war. Even the name of Prevost's commissary-general 

is aIl but forgotten. 

A former deputy-assistant commissary-general, considering the 
1 

labours of his own career with the army, concluded that: 

Feats of this kind are usually buried in oblivionj but 
when the magnitude of the difficulties overcome, and the 
importance of the results achieved, give them the stamp of 
grandeur, history is bound to preserve them, if only for the 
encouragement of those who may find themselves in similar 
circumstances. 42 

J., 

/ 

42August Ludolf Schaumann, On the Road with Welliqgton. edited 
and translated by Anthony M. Ludovici, London, 1924, ~. xiv. 

" 
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CHAPTER NINE 

CONCLUSION - LOGISTICS AND THE WAR 

The scarcity of local resources was the fundamental condition 

which affected aIl military and naval operations along the Canadian 

frontier during the 1812-1814 war. The provision of adequate fodd, 

the basic logistical task, was a matter of constant concern. As the 

Canadas' peacetime garrison of 5,600 regulars was reinforced, 

reaching as many as 30,000 by the summer of 1814, the anxious efforts 

of the Commissariat took on a heightened importance. For although 

there was certainly a surplus available for export in good years, 

Canadian agricultural production was still at times barely sufficient 

for the 347,000 white civilian inhabitants of the Canadas. Canadian 

resources simply could not feed the local population and at the same 

time provide the Commissariat with the provisions required by an 

augmented wartime establishment, with its increased number of ,troops 

and seamen, not to mention the Indian allies and their families. ' 

Even in t~e years immediately fo110wi~g the war crop failures in 

Lower Canada brought many fami1ies to the threshoid of starvation. l 

Yet some reliance had to be placed on local produce, for as 

Commissary-General Robinson pointed out. the transport system 

established within the Canadas was not capable of forwarding aIl of 

1 ( 
See Oue1let, pp. 219-221. 
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the prdvisions, as weIl as every other article, which might be needed 

by the military and naval forces. Local grain production was 

expected to supply some of the flour needed, even if eonsistently 

abundant harvests were not to be eounted upon. Less was to be 

expected from local meat supplies, which were chronically short, much 

being imported from the United States. War, however, much aggravated 

the normal situation. Any prolonged disruption of the farmer's 

usual aetivities seriously jeopardized yields and as the war 

progressed such difficulties increased. The only solution was large-

seale importation, a partial answer being found in smuggling which 

brought in produce from the United States - a trade which rapidly 

became the chief source of supply for fresh meat. Tr~ding with the 
... 

enemy, however, could not be considered reliable or safe, nor were 

the quantities sufficient for aIl needs. Reliance was therefore 

placed on the arrivaI of provisions from the British Isles, while at 

one point consideration was a1so given to drawing some supplies from 

the West Indies. But the need to import provisions, in turn placed 

an added importance on communication and transportation arrangements, 

especially within the Canadian theatre of operations. Yet transport 

was also needed to move an ever-increasing volume of military and 
'''> 

naval stores, for here again it was necessary to import almost aIl of 

the "~arlike stores" from Britain. 

Though the journey across the Atlantic was accomplished with 
1 

relatively little difficulty, transportation in the Canadas 

themselves was another matter. Most of the Canadian-American 

.. 
" '. 
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frontier was still an area of extensive forests with thinly scattered 

and isolated settlements. Roads being few, frequently bad, and often 

unusable in wet weather, it was the waterways which provided the 

vital links in communication. Yet the cold snows and freezing 

temperatures of winter, which so impressed many Europeans, though 

they allowed travel by sleigh, put an effective end to water 
) 

navigation for some five months of the year. Even in peace time the 

problem of communication over long distances created considerable 

difficulties for the Commissariat, while the garrisons of the more 

rémote outposts could expect hardships and long periods of isolation. 

The farther west that British forces were posted the more tenuous and 

vulnerable became their line of communication and supply. 

Reinforcements, provisions and stores arriving in the 

St. Lawrence could be moved with relative ease as far as M9ntreal, 

but from that point westward transport became markedly more difficult. 
1 

The bateau journey along the upper St. Lawrence was labor/ous and 

slow but movement west from Kingston to York, Burlington and the 

Niagara, using Lake Ontario, was comparatively easy. A~ter 
1 

negotiating the Niagara River, Lake .Erie provided a co~enient route 

to Amherstburg. In aIl, the journey from Quebec to Fort Malden 

covered over 7pO miles, and beyond that point it was still another 
! 

300 miles to the post at St. Joseph's. 

Besides the immediate physical difficulties the great 

distances to be travelled, the lines of communication were also in 
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constant danger of being cut by the enemy. Use of the lakes depended 

on maintaining a naval domina~ce. When this was lost, the only 

alternative was the land route. That along the northern rim of Lake 

Ontario was unsuitable for extensive transport and exposed to attack. 

Much of the upper St. Lawrence actually formed ~e border with the 

United States and could be easily commanded by hostile forc~s. As 

Upper Canada relied on the St. Lawrence for its military and naval o 

stor~, provisions and reinforcementa, the potential danger was 

great, yet to the amazement of British officers, the Americans made 

incredibly little effort to,disrupt th1s important line of com-

munication. 

Movement, however, was also affected by the lack of Canadian 

resources. In the upper province there were not adequate numbers of 

vehicles or animaIs available for extensive land transport. Forage 

was often difficult to procure, especially in the more "exhausted" 
(. 

areas and by the end of the war Drummond was expecting a serious 

shortage the following spring. 2 On the upper St. Lawrence the 

bateau service required an ever-increasiqg number o~ local men to 

maintain it. This service provided the vital link between the upper 
~ Z 
and the lower provinces and was absolutely essential for the 

maIntenance ot militerr and naval forces' in Upper Canada; yet its 

very existeftce seemed in jeopardy frbm a lack of manpower. 

IJI 

2Sir G. Drummond to Sir (}J Prevost, 14 February 1815 cP.A.C., 
R.G. 8, pp. 108-113). 

. . 
• 
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Obtaining Canadian l~ourers was always ~~ficult, and the 

,.1 

extravagant demands for manpower ~ade during the war threatened to 

240 

disrupt the whole economy, bringing ru in to agriculture. The bateau 

service alone employed literally thousands of Lower Canadians, called 

from their farms on corvée. The tentative plans for 1815 would'have 

Jrequired the continuaI emplozment of a minimum of 3,100 men at any 
(!. ." ... . , 

one time to keep bateaux ~d ~rham boats along the upper 

St. Lawrence in constant service. 3 Rotating this dut y by means of 

the corvée would have affected ~any times that number, yet even 

before the expansion of the bateau ... ,:!'f~vice in 1814. the assembly of 
" . 

Lower Canada had petitioned for telief. The situation was ~uch 

worsened by the fact that the bateau service itself became 

increasingly unpopular, while the corvée was never a satisfactory 

way of obtaining the necessary labourers. 

Here, agai~, the resources of the Canadas were limited. 

Canadian manpower was not inexhaustible. If an extensive transport 

s'ervice was to be maintained by using local men, agriculture muet 

suffer accordingly. Mobilizing the population for active field 

service-in the militia could only worsen an already awkward situation. 
, 

In 1814 the arrivaI of heavy reinforcements of British regulars 
,\ 

seemed to offer the only solution. Men from the bat talions of Select 

Embodied Militiâ of the lower province could be employed exclusively 

'on tran~port while in a similar way most militia dut y could be 

-! 

3See Appendix XVII. 
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dispensed with and farmers returned to their normal activities. Yet 

the basic dilemma,remained - there was not enough Canadian manpower 

to aatisfy. both the needs of agriculture and the demanda for 

government service in wartime. 

The many problems of supp'ly and movement in the Canadas had a 

marked effect ou the course of the,war. For commanding generals, 

real success was an elusive object. The Duke of Wellington, when 

asked to accèpt a military command in North America, ~greed, but 

4 replied that he did not promise himself much success there. 

Wellingt~n was undoubtedly too modest, but his remarks on the. 

ù possibilities for future operations against the United States, 

addressed to Lord Bathurst in February 1814, came directly to the 

very heart of military problems on the North American continent: 

But even if we had that superiority [on the lakesl, l 
should doubt our being ab.le to do more than secure the points 
on those lakes at which the Americans could have access. In 
such countries as America, very extensive, thinly peopled and 
producing but little food in proportion to their extent, 
military operations by large bodies are impracticable, unless 
the party carrying them on has the uninterrupted use of a 
navigable river, or very extensive means of land Transport, 
which such a country can rarely supply. 

l conceive, therefore, that were your army larger than the 
proposed augmentation would make it, you could not quit the 
lakes; and, indeed you would be tied to ~hem the more 
necessari~y in proportion as your army would be large. 5 

Major-General Frederick P. Robinson, writing in the midst of 

the British retreat from Platsburg in September 1814, was convinced 

4 Hitsman, Incredible War, p. 234. 

5 Ibid., cited on pp. 188-189. .. 

1 
{ 
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of the futility of ext~nded offensives in a country such as North 

America, for, he wrote, "This is no field for a military man above 

the rank of a Colonel of Rif1emen . nothing but a defensive war 

can'or ought to be attempted here • As in previous Nprth 

American wars, the need 'to maj.ntain and protect long 1ines of com- • 

munication determined.the rapidity and strength with which force 
f 

could be exerted at the ends of those 1ines and the same factors 

which so cramped British operations :a1so affected American plans. 

Indeed, Captain De Gaugreben, a German engineer who had served with 

the Britis~ on the Niagara, was certain that it was the extensive 

• 
tracts of undeve10ped frontier w~ch had largely decid~d ,the issue of 

'-4 
the 

" 
war: - ,r , . 

This,very extent, in a state of nature, was during the 
war, the Cause that prevented the Americans from making a 
long stand on any point of our frontier and obligéd them to 
fa11 into their own Country. We have seen this ip the 
Campaign qf 1813 ~en General Harrison drave our Troops from 
Detroit ta Burlington Heights. He was stopped in his march­
ing to Burlington Heights by the long and bad road, and on 
account of his not being able to,be supp1ied with provisions, 
ammunition etc. etc. Further General Brown in the Campaign 
of 1814, was fo;rced ta give up his Conquest and ta retreat to 
F5rt Erie and from-thence into the United St~tes on account 
of not having the necessary mi1itary supp1ies,at hand; and to 
ob tain them out of the United States was accompanied with 
very great expences and difficu1~ies on acco~nt of the bad 
roads 1eading from the American resources through that extent 
of Wi1derness. 7 ~ 

6 . Major-General Frederick P. Robinson ta Merry, 22 September' .. 
1614 (P.A.C., M.G. 24, F 21, pp. 6, 8). 

, .7Captain F. De Gaugreben, "Memoir on the Defenèe of Upper 
'; Canada," 10 November 1815 (P.A.C., M.G. 24, F 23, pp. 32-33). His 
\ lemarks on the Niagara campaign of 1814 glass over the actua1 events, 
\ 1 ~ 

~/ 
1 
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• The glory which Brock's defence of Upper Canada attracted to 

itsel~at the beginning of the War of 1812, was soon replaced by a 

continuing db~flict which seemed to produce no conclusive winner. 
'1 

The generals who commanded the armies of both nations during the war 

~have frequent!y been criticized - the more unfortunate held up to 

ridicule for their shortcomings. Yet the traditional emphasis on 

battles won and ,lost~ ~on military blunders and brilliant strokes, has 

clouded some elementary truths about the nature of warfare in North 
• 
America. Certainly, there were those who must be held culpab1e for 

their failures, but the immense logistical problems they faced are 
• 
tqo ti~en minimized or even forgotten • 

Gedgrap~y created, prob1ems of communication and supply 50 

, , 

,*reat t~at the principal task of generalship was in simply moving a 

force of moderate size into contact vith the enemy. The armies of 

the C~nadian War of 1812, although huge in terms of logistical effort, 

were indeed small by contemporary European standards and minis cule in 
.~ 1; . 

terIDs of the ratio of manpawer to space. Map strategy might be 
, " 11 

tpirly simple" but the great difficulty of moving even these,small ' 

~rmies over enormous distances made strategy aIl too susceptible t~;/ 
. 

the Imponderables of weather, timing and pure accident. The tedium 

- of ~'administrativen problems, the organizational difficulties which 
'\..t." r 

, u 

" b~t as an overall observation on the campai~ are essentially correct. 

" 

De'6augreben concluded his me~oir with a proposaI to maintain a 
suffièiently wide barrier of Wilpetn~8s aleng the frontier as a 
deterrent to any further American plans to invade the Canadas. 

~ 

"- , 
~ 
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were encountered in mounting any operae~on, consumed much energy and 

effort long before the day of battle finally arrived. An aIl too 

short encounter with the enemy could shatter the careful labour of 

months while the continuaI pressure of acquiring and transporting 

supplies and reinforcements across an extended and little developed 

, soon reasserted itself as the smoke of battle/cleared and 

alties were eounted. 

, 
ogistieal dtfficulties proved decisive in the campaigns 

fought long the Canadian-American frontier. The effectiveness of 
l 

both be ligerents was blunted by the tremendous problems of supply 

and movem~nt. Compared to the marches undertaken by Wellington, from 

bis bases on the Portuguese border, British operations along the 

Canadian frontier did not stray far from the permanently established 

depota, y,se'lt must be considered that the initial distances covered, 
/ 

in orde~ to move supplies to depots in the Canadian interior, were 

already :normous. Offensive operations in North ~erica, carried on 
J 

for any distance Bcross the frontier into the territory,of ~he enemy, 

failed consistently. Water communications were vital and success 

demanded control of the water route~. Without this prerequisite, 

offensive designs were too easily compromised, while even defence 

became largely a matte~ of endurance. 

Attaining the necessary naval ascendency on the lakes, which 

was 80 critical ta military operations, was in turn dependent'on the 

ab1lity of each side to compete in an ever escalating contest of ship 

.l' 
cO.~8truction. The logis tics involved 1n moving the necessary 

1 

1 ..,-- " 
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materials to the inland naval bases placed a most severe strain on 

the transport system. In H. F. Landon's words, "This was the miracle 

of the War of 1812 on the Northern New York frontier, the miracle of 

construction, transportation an~ supply.,,8 On the British side 

Commissary-General Robinson handled this burden, and those other 

duties charged to his responsibility, with commendable energy and 

foresight, yet it proved impo~ible to do everything which might have 

been wished for. At the beginning of the war Robinson's Commissariat 

Department numbered only thirty-three officers and clerks and in the 

Fourse of the conIlict his establishment was increased to about two 

hundred. The perseverence of Robinson's staff, seconded most 

noticeably by th~ Lower Canadians employed on the bateau service, 

provided the essential logistical support, which despite the 

tremendous difficulties, made possible a successful defence of the 

Canadas. For atthough Lord Bathurst's more sanguine hopes for the 

camapign of 1814 were not realized, Wellington, at leaat, appreciated 

the magnitude of the achievements of the ~ritish forc~~n~he -_.~ 
~-_ .. -.-

Canadas - and it should'n6t be forgotten ~liat these achievements were 

at aIl times dependent on thé continuous and effective functioniqg 

of the supply servléés. 

Yet,' despite the obvious influen'ce of logistical problems on 

the course of events, the size of the Commissariat's staff, 'and the 

transport arrangements allowed by the Treasu~, were never adequate ~~-. -~--

8 ,_, H. F. Landon, Bugles on the Border, p. 2. 
e 

--, r 
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to satisfy the Commissary-General, nor to completely fulfil the 

duties expected of his department. Neverthelessl whatever the 

shortcomings of the army's "civil administration," Commissary-

General Robinson could Ifeel justified for 'some pride in the work of 

the Commissariat - even if others paid little attention to such 

~ accomplishments(/ In a war which was litt~e distinguished, after the 

death of Brock, by spectacular military exploits, the logistical 

achievements of the British Commis~riat in the Canadas were 

impressive. \ 
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APPENDIX l 

OFFICES OF THE ADKINISTRATION OF THE ARMY, c. 1812 

Holdtrl cf' IPiiointments aboYt thlS 
ft'll chlngtd Wlth th. polltlcal 
,dmlnlstr,tlon. 

TREASURY 

'/ 

• 

(From S. Gol P. Ward, Wellington' s Headquarters, p. 7) 
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APPENDIX II 

Allotment of Commissaries on Field Service 
in the Peninsu1a War 

~ , 

\ 

Commissary-General to Headquarters 
" 

, 

Deputies Commissary-General to a corps 

Assistants Commissary-General to a division 

Deputy-Assistants Commissary-General 
(or an experienced C1erk) 

to a brigade or an 
individual regiment 

The proper post of each of these commissaries'was with the Head­
quarters of his respective unit. 

Al10tment of Commissariat staff at the various 
Depots in the Canadas, December, 1815 

River St. Lawrence 

Quebec 

.. 
Three Rivers 

William Henry 

River Richelieu 

Chambly 

1 Deputy-Assistant Commissary-Genera1 
3 Clerks 
1 Storekeeper 
1 Issuer\ 
2 permanent Laborers 

1 Storekeeper 
2 Issuers 

1 Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General 
1 C1erk 
1 Storekeeper 
2 IssulR's 

1 Assistant è~issary-General 
3 Clerks 
1 ~1rorekeeper 
1 I~suer 

; , 
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St. Johns 

Lake Champlain 

Isle aux Noix 

Island of Montreal 

Montreal 

La Chine 

South Shore 

La Prairie 

North Shore 
(Upper St. Lawrence) 

Coteau du Lac 

Cedars 

Fort Wellington 

,~ .. 

250 

1 Deputy-Assistant Commissary-Genèral 
1 Clerk" . 
1 Storekeeper 
1 Issuer 

1 Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General 

1 Deputy Commissat:y-General 
in charge of the district 

1 Assistant Commissary-General 
4 Clerks 
2 Storekeepers 

l Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General 
2 Clerks 
Conductors 

1 Clerk in charge 
2 Issuers 

1 Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General 
1 Ç!lerk 
1 Issuer 

1 Storekeeper -. 
1 Issuer 

/1 Deputy-Assistant Coumissary-General 
1 Clerk ~ 
1 Issuer 

/ 
1 ~ 
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Lake Ontario 

1 Deputy Commissary-Genera1 Kingston 
(Point Henry 
and Gananoque) 

in charge of Upper Canada .~(" I.i.-

/ 

York 

Falls of Niagara 

Fort George 

Queens ton 

Chippewa 

tort Erie 

/ 

Lake 

/ 

Eri~ 

// 

/1 

/erstburg 

/-

2 Deputy-Assistants Commissary-Genena1 
3 Clerks 
2 
4 

Storekeepers 
Issuers 

1 Assistant Commissary-Genera1 
1 Clerk 
1 Storekeeper 
1 Issuer 

/ 

1 Assistant Commissary-General 

~'I ., f.. 
~ , 

1 Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General 
2 Clerks 
2 Storekeepers 
l .Issuer 

1 S torekeeper 

1 Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General 
1 Clerk 
1 Issuer 

1 Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General 
1 Clerk ' 
1 Issuer 

\ 

1 Assistant Commissary-Genera1 
1 De~uty-Assistant Commissary-General 
2 Clerks 
1 Storekeeper 
2 Issuers 

/' Lake Huron \ 
Druuunond' s Island 
and St. Joseph's 

, 1 

1 Deputy Assistant Commissary-General 
2 C1erks 
1 Issuer 

(From a "Return of Commissariat Depots, 4 December 1815 in 
P.À.C.,' W.O. 57/15) • 
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\ 
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APPENDIX III 

Samp1e Abstract Forms 

" . 

JNfANTRY. 
REQUISITION for DIlY" Drt:ld, Meat, Wood, Stra", Ilntl Fo~, for the 

Euc:unped at 

.. 
~ 

1 ~ 1 • . 
r CI J 

C.""'eI<rrCo. 
--,--'",14 
0111« .. .., 

(rom to 

j 
;i 
1 • 
l i 
~ ~ 

ra,·~I_r ................................ . 
~'!-':\~~~,.~.k~:. ::::::::::::::::: .:: :::::::0 
Sllrr~· .......................... . 
A ....... 'IIupu ............... . 

Slnwr.rllnr. a.ulftOur. 
Sl.~ 1. " ... p ... 1 .•••••••••••••• 

J~ 
" ~l 
i .. 
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Ji ~ 
"1 

ft .3 
~ i* ~.:. "5 • li 1 

A" 

i -!: -x 
~ =.i ... 

"I~ ." 

oc .. 0- 01 
1 !I~ J::: 

& ~ -! 
~ .. ., 

~.rr".S_ . • ..-,../,,* Cal_ H C.,.~, O}kW. 

(From General Regu1ations'and Orders for the Army, London, 
1811, pp. 177, 184). 
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INFANTRY. 

GENj!:R.\L' RECEIPT. 

Camp al 

RETURN of SUPPLIES dehyered to tbe 
from lbe to the 
la both Da •• iodu,i .. e" 

.. , .... , .... 1 P ....... 01 81'ft4, Lo __ of.lIo .. P"".d • ." lin&. 
D .. iymf'9. r i~, li"'!!' ~~, 'il 

r ~~ .. 5. r.:f 5é .: 
l~ ~~~: 

.3-" . • ~ ." ,:li" il~ il'] . l ,.. - idË ... 1:: !'"'' Il'' 5Ü ~l R ,:'''- Il] - .... -., i t 1 ":J~~: 2 lrt" '; . ~ 
d Il d D:I' ::1;0 •• cI~' ~,:) .c. :0: 0 .... 

1 
--'--' 

T("t .. 

J say, B!'ud, Loave, of 6 lb" 
Pouods of Meat. 

... • 
l.t 
11 
..:" r-.. 

Wood, Rations of l'lIb •• 
Straw, Troue. of 351bs. 

~ 
B 
ft 

'a 
a 
-! 
~ 

l 
~ 

of 

.f j. f _ .. jo:. 

• ~= ;= :: :J "1,3 '1 ri 
: ox. t§ z:-

!!- !i • :; ... e = .. ~. .. .. .ai 
~i f.: ; .-= 

~ ~~ iS e=t .. .. 0; 

Famee, Hatlaut Qi JOlbt, Oab, Dnd 141bs. H.,. 
Forage, Rations .,f 6lb" Oats, Gnd 141b§. Hay. 
Straw, ({or Artillery Hones) Rations of 4lbt. 

Wbic'h 1 certily to ha.ve beeD I1c:tully delivered io kiud hl 
for the Ule DE 

! 

\ 

l 

for the abcve-mentioned penod, ~u confonnity to tb. ~meDtal Requiaitiou 
.iped bl the COIlUllandlU( Ofticer, :;Î\tn in 10 
and c:orl'l!'\pondlDg Ordet:t of DeÙ'~err Inued by the .. id 
on tbe laid. Contractor,llolf takeu up Gd deltroyed b. my PrJ;iD eltc:hàu,,"'t! 
for tbis General Rcceipt. , 

_olth, 
!)vart,r-Mtutw. 

S'g?UU~oflll, } :. " 
Cm!mt#(Zr1Ql Offictr. 

PlUd b, t'he Re:tmmt:ll Solu.ers, and Wasber Women, atSd. per Joar f.c . {Stoppa~es ror Bread dellYered to Senanb no~l 

Pay-M astu. , ••• , , , Dmo for Meat diUo chtto Ilt Gd. pet' lb. 

'l'otal ...... .4 

. " 

>, . , 

(From General Regulations and Orders for the Army. London, 
1811, pp. ,177, 184) 
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·APPENDIX IV 

Commissariat EstabHshment* in the Canadas, 1812-1815 

,r 

25 Jan. l 1 Mar. 2 14 Jan. 3 4 Dec.1+ 
1812/ 1813 1814 1815 

1 
~ 

Commissary-Genera1 1 1 , 1 1 

Deputies Commissary-General 
" 

t 1 3 3 2. 
-, 

Assistants Commissary-Gene~~l . '1 5 4 5 
> • 

. Deputy-Assistants 
ô 

7 14 Commissary-Genera1 24 30 

Commissariat Clerks ? 62 83 29 

Ac ting Depu ty Storekeeper- .' 

General 1 1 1 

S torekeepe ra 11 10 12 15 

Iasuers ? 22 29 24 

lReturn of General and StaJf,Officers, British ~orth America, 
25 January, 1812 (P.A.C., W. O. 1~/15~6,·p.·1). 

'~, 2J. C. Herries to W. H. Robinson,'No. 129, 12 Ju1y 1813 
a' (P.A.C., W.O. 58/64, pp~ 127-133). Concerning Robinson's establish­

ment lia~ of 1 ~rch 1813. 
l ' 

3Return of Persons to he employed in the Commissariat in the 
Canadas for the'Year. 1814, 14 January 1814 (P.A.C., R.G. 8, C 118, 
pp. 22-35). 0 

4Gene~a1 Return of the present Commissariat Depots in the 
Canadas. 4 Decemher 1815 (P.A.C., W.O. 57/15). 

*Labourers, coopers and conductors omitted. Their numbers 
f1uctua~ed.considerab1y and were not a1ways returned. J 
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AfPENDIX V 

<1 

,. " il 
!.. -, . , , ., .., . 

The Practice of Farming in the Canadas, c. 1812 

The traditional farming methods of the habitant in Lower 

Canada were frequently criticized: 

The Canadian farmer is n~t sufficiently aware of the ,value 
of manures, and of arti'ficial grasses: oor does he seem ta 
reflect, that it is more advantageou~ to have a small farm of 
good, .land in high cultivation, than a latge farm half 
laboured or neglected. - He ploughs the same field. and sows 
in it the same sort of grain» twenty times over; he does n"bt 
think of a routine of crop~» nor does he renovate the 
exhausted soil by the addi~ion of manures; the only. remedy he 
knows for land sa exhausted as ,to yield little or no return, 
is, to let it lie fallow for sorne time. :( t is in vaj{n ~4 . 
endeavour ta convince him of his error: nothing but ex~~1e 
will produce ariy g~od ~ffect. - This they begin to have. 
Sorne çf the farmers are a little more en1ightened than the 
generai~ty of th~': °they have ventured to listen ta reason, 
and ta ref1ectypon" the comp.aritive value of different mo"dés 
of treatidg tlrleir lands; and t'bey bë~in to make innovations' 
in their ancient systems of farming. . ... 

'". 

In 1816 a special committee of the Legislature of the lower 
> • 

provinée presented à report which concurred. with such opinions and 
1 

i' 

condemned the farming practices which had been in use for generations. 

Dimini~hed returns were blamè-d 'chiefly on the habitant' s lack of care 

in choosing g'ood seed, the absence of proper crop rotation, the w4nt 

of manU're, of weeding and bf new implements. In fact, by 1815 the 

primitive tillage methods then in use were not only considered 

ineffective, but, h~d already ~xhau~ted lands in many of the areas • 
• f , 

; 

IGray. pp. 137-138. 

i , 
• 1 
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once considered as "the granaries of Lower Canada," Simi1ar areas 

,seemed headed towards th~ same end, 2 

The committee was no better impressed with the manner in which 

1ivestock were,handled. The habitant s~emed reluctant 'to increase ' 

the number of his beasts, while the absence of selective breeding and 

the 1ack of improved ?asture land dÏd not improve the stock on hand. 

Natura1 meadows provided the habitant with aIl of his hay. but in 

-most cases"his was insuffi~ient to winter aIl of hfs livestock, 
',1 

This, and limited stab1ing facflities, resu1ted in the slaughtering 

of\\ the greater part of the catt~~ ,pnd hogs as s'odn as the frost set , 

in. Thus provision was made for meat over the 'next ~ix months and 
,J -l 

1 

the opportunity was also taken to transport any surplus to market 
l , 

while in a frozen'state. On the whole, ho~ever, the habitant's 

1ivestock husbandry, though far from ideàl, was ahead of his field 
v ) .' 

management and did not in fact compare unfavourably with methods 
. ç 

commonly used at that time in the northern United States. 3 

\1 
~ 

Dawn to the end of the W~r of 1812 the habitant's basic se1f-

1) sufJiçiency was, not altered: 

re~burces, supply its wao'ts. 

"Each famtl.y can, from its own 
) , 

They manufactur~ their own linens' and 

woollen stuffs, tan the hides of their cattle. m~ke shoes and 

s tockings, are their own carpenters, mas ons , wheelers and taylçrs ,'111+ , . ' 

20uel1et, p. 222; Jones, I,IAgriculture in Lower C~ma4a," p. 51; . 
Bouchette, pp. 65-66. .' \ 

3Jones, "Agriculture in Lower Canada," p. 36. 

I+Heriot, l, p. 256. <"'-' 
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The average farmer grew as much spring wheat as could be used or sold 

and it was thought, at least by sorne, to be of an excellent qua1ity, 

perhaps superior to Ba1tic wheat. 5 Fair quantities of oa~s for horse 

" feed and of pease for soup, pig feed ~d to sorne extent for export, 

were a1so grown. Indian corn and barley were produced in limite<!, .-

amounts, while a little tobacco and flax·were grown for domestic use, 

Her~ot estimated the average yields in Lower Canada at fifteen 

bushels to one bushe~ of seed grain for oats, twelve for barley, Six, 

for pease and eleven for summer wheat. 6 As in Upper C~nada, attempts-

by the goverument to encourage hemp production had met/with little 

success, but by 1812 the potato, which had been ~ittle grown in New 

France, had become a staple food in Lower Canada and was also used 

to fatten livestock. The cattle and swinl' of the lower provinae were 

the descendents of Normandy stock and though the éattle were hardy 

" and good milker,s, the beef was frequently tough eating. The sheep 

were held to bé inferior to their European counterparts, but the 

horses of Lower Canada were acknowledged as one of thetfinest breeds 

in North America, 'small but hardy and able workers. 7 

By comparison with wealthy improved farmers in Erigiand, who 

J 'could afford to experiment, the habitant was c1early behind. Yet 

~~ } 
• '. 

5Gray, p... 198. 

6Heriot, I, p. 259. 
o rate of 1 to 1 1/2 bushels 

about 1 1/2 bu~he1s to the 
" J 

Wheat and barley would be ~own at the 
Ji ' of seed gLàin to the acre. Oats at 

l' ",.-<\ 

acre. 

7Jones; "Agriculture in Lower Canada," pp. 36-38; Lambert, 
,p. 

\ 

1 
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the overall Iack of progress cannot be ascribed purely to the 1 

constraints of seigneurial tenure and old laws, the attraction of the , 

fur trade or even the climate, unfavourable as it was to growing ,,,:::,'. 

wheat. Conservatism and a lack of incentives made the majority 

reluctant to accept change,. Bouchette was qui te convinced that the 

remedy Iay in providing proper examples for the majority to follow, 

and indeed there \were f,!'!w mode! farms in Canada to emulate • 

• 
Innovation was an uncertainty and the ~ame tillage methods continued 

. . 
to be used weIl into the nin~teenth century, while wheat remained a 

staple despite suggestions t~ emphasize stock raising and dairy 

production, for which th~ lower province w~s best suited. 8 On the 
~ . 

eve of the War of 1812 it seemed as if the habitant aiready possessed 

the conviction that his production could not be improved beyond , . 
ce~tain limits,3 while circumstances involved with the appearance of 

the beef shortage at Quebec in 1810 would suggest a certain naivety. 

Yet it must be realized that the early nineteenth century was a time 

• 
of change and uncertaintY,and though the habitant ~y have shown much 

more flexibility than i8 often conceded, it would have peen m08t - ~ 
difficult for any farmer to~have made a timely response to changes ih 

a dis tan' foreign market. The local consuming popul~tion was not 

great and' experience had shown that avIrseas mar~~ts' could no~ pe 
> 

" 

,counted on with any more certainty ~an favourable climatic conditiDhS. 

p. 51. 
8Bovchette, 'pp. 64-65; Jones, "Agr~cultu'rfe fn Lower Canada, Il 

90uellet, p. 218. ~ .. 

,,,\.' 
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Indeed, from an economic standpoint the habitant would have been 

foolish to have simply attempted to in~~ase production regardless of 

such factors. Nevertheless, in general terms, the d)velopment of 

agriculture on the vast majority of farms in Lower Canada can only'be 

described as one which had not progressed beyond a rather poor state 

of extensive cultivation. 

The special report of 1816 on agriculture did, however, give 

evidence of a small elite who had been using new t~chniques and were 

convinced of their utility.10 The vast majority had escaped any 

profound evolution, yet the habitant was not the only farmer present 
.7 

in the lower province in 1812. There was also a,small but distinct 

group of British farmers ,near Quebec and Montreal, but especially on 

Montreal Island. In addition, there was an isolated enclave of 

American settlers located in the several townships adjacent' to 

Vermont and New Hampshire who by 1815 numbered about 20,000. 11 Both 

groups used agr,j.cultural metho~~.ich were different from those of 
, ~ ~-.,...~---- -----~----------

the majority of Lôwer Canadians. The British,farmers putchased or . 
rented exhaus ted seigneuries and by using a;,-~uperior techn;f..que, 

't # .. ..., ~ l ... ".,... -.. .. ,., ... ., , ) 

renovated them, the proximity or a consuming centre giving them a 
I~ ~ 

, '1 

o ~teady ~nd profitable market for ~ivestock, vegel~les,~apples and 
• . ' 

other p~oducts. Trave'ller~ were impres~ed by the contrast they 

- ----- --_~vided to both the traditional parishes of Lower Canada and the new 
) ----

. 
'i , 

r , 
, 
'C 

lO~, p. ~2l; H~riot"I, p. 259 • 
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, 
settlements of Upper Canada. Lambert felt that the largest erops 

î 
were to be found near Montreal, where there was also more diversi-

fication. 12 Farther to the south, along the b~rder, New Englanders 

had been moving into the Eastern Townships sinee the end of the 
~ 

American Revolution, yet even by 1812 they had had re1ative1y litt1e 

cqntact with communities along the St. Lawrence., They were still 

very much an appendage to Ameriean settlements alang Lake Champlain 

and on the upper Connecticut River"~ ~~nd preserved business and social 
,1 , 

ties with relatives to the south'.' A wilderness of sorne one hundred 
'-

miles separated them from the St. Lawrence, yet they were aeknowledged 

to be active and enterprising settlers men who cut down and 

burned trees for potash, raised cattle and horses for market, kept a 

few sheep, did sorne pork packing and cl~eese making, while growing 

enough rye, barley and wheat fQ~ their own use with a small quantity 

for export. Here Indian corn was almost a staple; though not -
partieularly we~l adapted to the region, and many farmers also had 

apple orchards. 13 In bath of the Canadas the American settler was 
'~< 

~ed for his industry and success in cleap!ng and improving virgin 

woodland. ~ 

Beyond the borders of Lower Canada, in the relatively. new 

.-
province of Upper Canada, farmi~g was carried on by a population 

c~ose~hieflY of recent American'and British' immigrants. along 

12Lambert, p. 132. 
, , 

13 Jones, "Asi.iculture in Lower Canada, Il pp. 44-45 • 
• 

" 
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with various groups of Loya1ist stock. By 1812 the inhabitants of 

the upper province cou1d look back on the previous two and a half 

de cades as a period of notable agricultural advancement. For many 

the economy of the backwoodsman had been replaced by that of the 

wheat farmer, with small attempts at diversification, and while sorne 
f, 

areas of the province had the appearance'of weIl established settle-

ments, others were quite decidedly pioneer communities with large 

1 
tracts of virgin land, much of it heavily wooded. The first task for 

the pioneer who broke this virgin land, was to dispose of the bush. 14 

,/ 
Clearing a forest was a tremendous task requiring arduous labour'for 

which previous experience was an infinite asset. The inexperienced . 
newcomer could find his first years difficu1t indeed. After the 

.f -J 

first stage of clearing the land, a first crop of Mheat might be sown 

between the stumps and p10ughing ~as seldom started until the third 

year, harrowing usu~lly being sufficient unti1 then. Alter this 

cbntinuous wheat cropping cou Id be started, but the agriculture that 

fo11owed was extensive rather than intensive, as land was plentiful 

and labour was not. 15 

Implements for the m?st part were crude and IDOSt field wOFk 

was done by oxen. Sowing, weeding, harvesetng and threshing aIl 

14An areals suitabi1ity for agriculture was 1argely determined 
by its tree coyer. The more heavily wooded sites were preferred over 
those that were relatively open. 

15Spel t , pp. 36-37;, Talbot, l, p~ 51; Glazebrook, Life in 
~ 1 • 

Ontario, p. 33. 
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demanded time-çonsuming hand labour and the average farm was small, 

being largely dependent on the skil1 of the farmer and the labour of 

his family. For the most part, soi1 ferti1ity compensated for poor 

husbandry and in favourab1e areas of Upper Canada wheat cou1d yield 

as much a~ sixteen bushels to one bushel of seed gra~n or even better 

than twenty to one. The major crop was winter wheat, but rye, oats 

and buckwheat were a1so p1an~ed togetherlwith lndian corn and 

vegetab1es. Most farmers kept hogs, cows and a few sheep, and in 

sorne settlements either transport difficu1ties or regiona1 . 
.. 1' , 

conditions also encouraged the raising of catt1e that cou1d be driven . -
... . '" to market, but as in Lower Canada the emphasis was on cutting 

expenditures, frequent1y to the animais' detriment, especia11y in 

winter. The 1ivestock were hardy but not impressive. 16 

16I bid., p. 34; Spe1t, p. 37; Talbot, l, pp. 178-179. 
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APPENDIX VI 

Sorne Comparative Agricu1tura1 Statistics 
1800-1950 

Man-hours used to produce specified amounts of wheat and corn. 
Yie1ds for 1800 and 1840 are estimated. 

wheat 

Man-hours per acre 
Before harvest 
Harvest 

t Yield per acre - bushe1s ~ 

Man-hours per 100 bushels' 

Corn 

Man-hours per acre 
Before harvest 
Harvest 

Yield per acre - bushe1s 
Mfn-hours per 100 bushe1s 

1800 

56 
16 
40 
15 

373 

86 
56 
30 
25 

344 

1840 

35 
12 
23 
15 

233 

~ 
44. 
25 
25 

276 

1.900 

15 
7 
8 

13.9 
108 

38 
22 
16 
25.9 

147 

_ (From His torica,,1 S tatis tics of the Uni ted States J Colonial 
Times to 1957, p. 281). 

Harvest and Seeding Dates in Eastern Canada 

Winter wheat - Harvest - mid-July ta mid-August 
Seeding - 1 September to 21 September 
Plowing - la te August 

Corn 

Oats 

Rye 

Barley 

Hay 

- Harvest - October 
Seeding - early May 1 

- Harvest - late July to mid-August 
Seeding j ear1y May (late April on the Niagara) 

Harvest July to early.August 
Seeding - 1 September to 21 September 

- Harvest - July to e~ar~ August < 

Seeding - late April to early May 

- Harvest - late June through July 

• 

• 
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1950 

4.6 
2.6 
2.0 

16.6 
28.0 

15.2 
9.9 
5.3 

39.0 
39.0 

, } 
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APPENDIX VII 

IThe Grain Trade of Early Nineteenth Century 
Canada 

.. , 

In Lower Canada, until the last decade of the eighteenth 

century, there would appear to have been little advancement or 
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economic change from the traditional farming methods practised by the 

habitants prior to the Conquest. The European wa~s which erupted in 

the l790's, however, precipitated change in the province's economy 

and in the years following 1792 brought about considerable expansion 

in the grain trade. Ye~ throughout this period both harv~sts and 

foreign markets remained fickle. In Great Britain there was a large 

demand for wheat owing to crop failures throughout Europe in 1793, 

I794,and 1795, aggravated by the interru~ion of trade due to the 

commencement of hostilities. The habitant was encouraged by high 

- ~ priees to sell aIl the grain he cou Id spare •. The increased export of 

breadstuffs emptied the lower province to the extent that a bad crot 

in 1794 and a worse one the following year necessitated a temporary 
l . , 

embargo on wheat, flour and biscuit exports to aIl destinations other 

than the.~~tish Isles ~d Britain's colonial possessions. Drought, 

worse~~~ttacks from the Hessian fIy, reduced local supplies to 
J . 

the point where it was cleemed necessary to import food supplies from. 

Europe tQ feed tr~s stgtioned in ~ower Canad~. For the next few 
~ 

years a slackness in British demand and rather poor harvests kept 

grain exporta dOwn, but by the turn of the cent ury a rapid increase 

~ 
\ . 

1 

( , 
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was again underway, reaching a peak in 1802 when some 28,300 barrels 

of flour and 1,013,033 bushels of wheat left the port of Quebec. The 

sharp increase in exports, however, must not be taken as a precise 

indicator of agricultural progress in Lower Canada alone, for it 

reflected not only improved harvests in the lower province but also 

the arrivaI of breadstuffs from Upper Canada and northeastern New 

York for shipment overseas, th, whole being stimulated by a revival 
, " , 

in B-ritish demands. After 1802 grain exports again tapered off as 

overseas demand lessened and ~ere further reduced by the ravages of 

the Hessian fly in Lower Canada which started in 1805. Exporta of 

breadstuffs in 1805 and 1806 were hardly better than those of 1797 

and 1798. 1 

The period between Jefferson's Embargo of December 1807 and 

the repeal of the Non-Intercourse Act in May 1810 became a time of 

feverish prosperity ând smùggling as American produce m~ved north 

illegally into Lower Canada, being denied' an out let from ports in the 

"" United State&. At the same time demand was steady in Britain, 
! ' 

espec~ally after the start of.a series of bad harvests in~869, and 

in most caSes the leading agricu1tura1 commoditiès exported f~m 

Lower Canada in 1808, 1809 and 1810 great1y excee~ed those of 1807,_ 

which was about an average year. Though the merchants and those 
1 

agricu1turalists wh,\ s;ayed on the land benefitted from the increased 
" 

'\ A '" ' ... 

IJones, "A8ricul1:ure in Lower Canada," iDp. 3'3, 39-40; Adam 
< ~ '", 

Shortt, "The Economie Ef~e~~' 'of the War of 1812;. on Upper Canada," 
Papers and Records of thie Ontario Historiea1 Society, X, 1913, p. 8l. 

le 
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~ommercial activity., the consume,r in Quebec. city suffered as the 
1 
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general cast of living rose, accented by an actual shortage of fresh 
1 

_,~eat. By 1810 the priee of gO,od beef at Quebec was about double what 

it had been in 1808. The failure in meat supplies was attributed ta 

the conservatism of lGcal farmers who did 1ittle ta increase their 

stock of cattle to meet market demands. The chief cause, however, , 
't. ~ \. ...... ~ 

seems ta have beeu'with the butchers near Quebec who encouraged the 

habitants to se Il their stock ev~n to the point of jeopardizing 
/ 

future breeding. In somelparishes there were not even enough oxe~.to 

work the land. The Govevnor, Sir James Craig. sought ta remedy the 

situation by opening a r~ad southward from Quebec to draw on the 

East@rn Townships and the frontier settlements of Vermont' and New 

Hampshire. Completed in the autumn of 1810, the first produce 
~ 

brought into Quebec by the, Craig''Road afrived by sleigh in January 

1811 Th i h i cl ffi d • '1 7h 'd' . e spr ng t aw nterrupte tra c an not unt1 t e roa s 

had dried completely did the cattle draves from northeTn New " " 

Hampshire, north-eastern Vermont and parts of the Eastern Townships 
... 

begin arriving in Quebec. 2 

Throughout this period Montreal was somewhat better off. 

partly because of its British farmers who increased their production 

more rapid1y than the habitants near Quebec J but mainly' ,,~ue to thé 

fact that Montrea,l was not only an excellent outlet for the swine 

and cattle of eastern Upper Canada but also compet~d weIl for the 

2Jones, "Agriculture in Lower Canada," pp. 42-44, 46. 

r 
/ 
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produce of nortijeastern New York and northern Vermont. The period 

which followed the repeal of the Non-Intercourse Act down to the , 

outbreak of war in June 1812 was less prosperous for Lower CanJda 

as American ports were again open to British shipping. Yet the 

~uantity of 1eading agricultura1 products 1eaving the St. Lawrence 

in l8l2,çompared favourably with exports 9f the Embargo and Non­

Intercourse ~~ars.3 
"-

The same two deèadè~preceding the War of 1812 which saw the 

expansion o~ the grain trade in Lbwer ,Canada also witnessed the 
~ 

establishment of wheat as a main staple in Upper Canada. The 

Loya1ists who arrived in the upper province following the American . 
Revolution soon passed through the initial stages of pion~er farmi~g 

and despite such hardsh~Pt as the famine of 1788 we~e solidly' 

established within a decasle'.4 Military posts, either British or 

American, provided an important local market for what litt1e.~urplus ., . 
might be produced and until 1800, with few exceptions, the greater 

? 

part ofrqpper Canada's agricultural produce found local markets • .. 
Gatrison ~~mands also stimulated pork-packing along the Bay of Quinté, 

which in 1793-94 cured sorne 480 barrels for the use of the King's 

troops. Breweries and distil~ries, als~ sprang up encouraging the 

further produc~ion of grains, while the exportation of livestock , 
.. ~ 

ilbid , p •. 47. 

4Jones, "Agriculture in Ontario," pp. 18, 22; Guillet, 
pp. 208-214. 

.) 
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from the eastern districts of the 

about l8qe}. Upper Canada' s share 

p 
upper province t~ Montreal began 

\ 
in the expanding grain exports of 

thè l790's was initial~y, small b~t ~rew rapidly. 
fJ,! 

In 1794 an estimated 12,823 bushels of wheat and 896 barrels 

of flour and 83 of biscuit were shipped from Kingston to Montreal, 

268 

being the ~roduce of Upper Canada's most flourishing region, Midland 
',,-

District, by the Bay of Quinte. A further 1,624 bushels and 3,596 
, , 

barrels of flour were furnished for garrisons at Kingston, York and 

Niagara, but agriculture remained subject to violent fluctuations in 
,~ 

yield. The period from 1794 to 1797 was exceptionally dry. The 

harvests ~ere light as crops suffered from drought and the Hessian 

fly. Though the overal! production of wheat was on the increase in 
b' 1 • ~ 

• q • ~ .. • ..' 

:::c:a::ed:::::~'::tt:~:::h:::::~'C::::~~~:f:c:~:~n:::::::.h:::e:h:o 
sudden development or a more local market am g the new settlers on 

'. the American side of tHe St. Lawrence and the Great Lakes. ~ocal 

) 

aemand was good, surpluses limited and priJces were high for several 

years. In the winter of 1797 it was reported that the demands of the 

American garrisons had hot only driven up the price of flour and peas , 

in the Niagara area, but had,l aliso practically exhausted the supply. 

In some cases previous cp~tracts with British garrisons were 

disregarded, while there were also att~pts to profiteer by with-

holding supplies in times of scarcity.5 

r < ~ j i ~ ,', 
5 1" 1. 

Jones, "Agr,~culture in Ontario, Il p~. 25-26; 
p. 122. " 

Creighton, 

" 

/ 
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Such advantages, however, were soon Yost in the ear1y yea~ of 
" 

the nineteenth century as good harvests and the ~apidity'of American , , 
, 

deve10pment on the other side of the 1akes changed the situation 

greatly. By 1800 American settlements south of Lake Ontario had not 

on1y enough for thefr o~ needs but were prepa~ing a-surplus for 

~ export to Lower Canaaa and in Upper Canada too, eyes were again ~~ 

c i 6 
turned on Montreal. 

of flour, 3221barrels 

Montreal. As befote, 

In 1801 Kingston mercharrts sent 13,963 barrels 

of bisc~it flour and 350 busheis of wheat ta , , 

th~ greater part came from th~ areas around 

Kingston, bub sorne 2,489 of the barrels of flour dame ~rom the'Detroit 

area. The following;year demand remained good and Upper Canada 
./ " l , 

exported ~nofher 11;422, barrels of flour. trom tfts 'time on, Mi th' ~' 

f~" I.nterru~tions .• the':e ';as 'stron~' deman; ~n Lowtr ~a,\ada for .upper 

Canadian bre~dstuffs' ~o export to Grea~ Britain, yet in the firSt 

years o! t~~ ~w eentury the priee of grain fel1 s it had to bea: 

tfle c~st of transportation to the lower province, sometimes to 

England. 7 This in turn eneQllraged farmers, ~o giv more attenti~n "'to 

the produeti~.n of potasb and a<rticles associated ~ith the timber 

brade. " " 
Light harve~ts help'e<I to push ~~~ 

, 
priee of wheat up again 

1:>, • 
between 1&08 and 1811, but th6{e was little to e~portJ especially a~ 

the crop of 1810 proved particularly bad. 

6Sh~rtt, 'P •• 81; Jones, "Agric,:!lture in Ontario," p: 27. In 
1812 Major-Gener~1~I8aac Brock reported ·tQe produce fro~~the aiea 1 

south of Lake Ontario to be a~out 40~OOO barrelsrl'of tlQur'- al i of it 4 'r ,.. 
norma11y destined for the Montreal market~ (1. rock to N. Fr~er, ~ 
23 Apri1,1812, P.A.C.; R.G. 8, ç 329, p.32). '. <1f' 

7Shortt, p. 81. -- .,. . 
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******* .. 
t The fo11owing figures on wheat and f10ur exports trom the 

·St. Lawrence were printed in the Montreal Gazette, 1 November 1831. 

The figures for 1793 to 1801 are given in round numbers, those after 

t 1802'were based on of.ficia1 returns. The export figure given is 

expressed in bushe1s. One barrel is taken 1 to be the equivalent o,f 

five bUS~lS'Of wheat. 

Year Wheat exported Year Whea t exported 
-.-- (bushels) (bushe1s 

1793 541,500 1807 333,753 
1794 482,500 1808 399,168 
1795 485,000 1809 295,849 
1796 24,606 1810 233,495 
1797 101,000 1811 97,553 
1798 139,500 1812 451,303 
1799 201,000 ,1813 2,585 

. 1800 317,000 1814 6,086 
1801 660,000 1815 9,600 
1802 1,151,033 '1816 5;675 
1802 438,052 1817 335,895 
1804 270,378- 1818 554,506 
1805 114,966 1819 98,325 
1806 151,894 1820 535,893 

r 
It shou1d be remembered that the harvest of any given year 

was not exported unti1 the fo11owing year. Nor do these figures 
represent sole1y Canadian produce. During the war years exports were 
of course curtai~ed by 1aw. 

! 
1 

(From Select Documents in Canadian Economie History 1783-1885, 
'pp. 265-266) 
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General Order, 'Quebec 
20 January 1814 

t 

. APPENDIX viI, ' 
General Scale for Rations 

It being necessary to establish a General Scale .of Rations of 
. 

Provisions and Forage, embracing aIl the several General Orders which 
/ 

have been issued on thl~' head The Commander of th~ Forces i8 

• pleased tp direct, that the following Scale be acted upon in future, 

ana to approve of aIl issues that may heretofore have been made in 

conformity to this Regulation: 

t 
[see table, p. 272~ , 

When circumstances will not admit of procuring aIl the 

necessary Supplies, the Commutation is to be made in the following 

proportions, viz. 

Two Pounds of Flour for one Pound of Rice. 

One Pound of Flour for Three Pints of Peas~, or the Pease 

paid for at 6s. Currency per Bushe1. 

For the Naval Ration, 1 1/2 lbs. of Fresh or Salt Beef i8 
J ~ t, 

equal to 1 lb. of Park. 

For the Old Marine Ration 1 lb. of ditto, 1s equal to 1/2 

lb. of Pork. 

1 

. / 
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\ 
• Fresh Flour 

Pork or Pease Rice or salt 
biscuit beef 

---- pounds ounces ounces pints ounces 

_Treasury 1 10 4/7 or 16 3/7 12/7 
é, 

Field 1 1/2 10 1/2 or 16 0 0 

- Naval 1 44/7 9 1/7 2/7 0 
, 

01d Marine 1 1/2 -9 2/3 or 16 1/4 1 

Corvée (te 
Batteau 
men) 2 10 0 1/2 0 

BptiotlS in -------
Cfne species 3 oi: 21 or 36 3/4 or 4 or 24 . 

"-:;-

~ . 

" 

~ 

~ ., , ... ~ 

/' -". 

Rum 

pints 

0 

0 ~ 

1/2 

1/2 

0 

or 4 

Salt 
issued 
with 
fresh 
beef 
on1y 
ounces 

1/2 

1/2 

0 

0 

O. 

.. 

Sugar 

ounces 

0 

0 

6/7 

0 

0 

~ 

~ 

Oatmea1 

pints 

0 

0 

3/14 

0 

0 

pints of Indian Corn { 

~ 
, 

Cheese, Butter rice or or sugar 
cocoa 

outlces ounces 

,0 0 

0 0 

6/7 15/7 

0 0 

~ 

0 0 

e 

Vinegar 

pints 

'0 

0 

1/14 

0 

" 0 

" 

N ...... 
N 
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Hospital Rations - Pork left undrawn hy Sick in Hospital to he paid 

for at 6d. per lb. - Salt Beef at-3d.l/2, and Fresh Beef st 
D 

.,the Contract Price of the Garrison or Post. 

By'District General Order 4 Ounces Pork have been adtled ta the 

Old Marine Ration in Upper Canada, and 3 1/2 ounces Flour 
1 

in lieu of Rice and Pease. 
'. 

Baek Rations - ·Are not to be iSBued except the Return be specially 
, 

approved, and entit1ed "Back Ration Return:" 

Seale of Rations of Forage 

Oats, . 
Barley 

or Bran Hay Straw 
Indian 

Corn 
lbs. lbs. lhs~ lbs. 

Cavalry • . . . . . . . . 8 It2 or 14 J.6 6 

Artillery Draught Horses, or\Oxen. · 8 1/2 or 14 20 3 3/7 

Where Oats or Bran cannot be ad 

Cavalry • . . . . . . · 0 0 32 6 

Arti1lery and Draught . . · 0 0 36 3 3/7 
( 

1 

,. -
• 

J 
.> 

, 

. ' . , 

/ 

, 
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Remarks 

For the Instruction and Guidance of aIl Commissariat Officers 
or Persons in Charge of Provisions and Forage 

The Treasury Ration, or Ration in,a11 Species, is the regular 

Ration to be issued to Troops, f9art.ments, etc in Garrison. 

th~ The Field Ration is to be issued to the Troops actually in 

Field, and upon the March; in this case, the words "Under Marching 

Orders" are to be noted in the Head of the Provision Return; 

274 

Officers Commanding Posts may direct the Issue of Field Rations, when 

it is absolutely necessary. 

The 

Troops 

Naval Ratio~ to be restricted~o Seamen and Marines, or 

serving as ~arines, on board S~iPS of War in the Lake Service. 

The ~ld Marine Ration to be issued to Artificers in the Dock 

Yards, and Persons employed in the Gun Boat Service. 

The Corvée Ration to Canadians employed in the Batteau Service, 

Batteau Men in èold and wet weather in the Spring and Autumn, and 

when the emergency of the Service may require it, may receive Half a 

Pint of Rum, in addition to the Ration. 

The Ration in one ~pecies, is to be restricted to Indian 

Warriors in the Upper Province, where from long habit, it has 

become necessary to issue it occasionally. 

Issues to Indians, are to be made in Treasury or Field Rations, 

upon an approved Requisition, by the General or Officer Commanding. 

Wh .. Rum i8 required, the quantity of Rom to b~ in~rted by the 

officer of the Indian Department making the Requisition, who ls to 

sign.the Recedpt. \ 

, 
\ 
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Issues to ~egiments - The Senior Officer of a ~egiment present, 

is a1ways to sign the Provision Return, tOgeth~~,_~ith the pay-~~ter, 

and when no quarter Master, or Person acting in that Capacity is 

present, he is a1so to sign the Receipt; if no Officer :Ü;~pfesent 

with the Corps or Detachment, the Brigade Major, or a~(dffiCer of 

.the General Staff; if at an Out Post, the Officer comrrl~nding is to 

sign the Return, and the Receipt to be signed by the;'erson 

receiving the Provisions. ~ 
/ 

Detaçhments or Parties, however few in numbe~{ moving from one 

Military Station to another in the same District, or out of the 

District, are to be provided with a Commissariat Certificate of the 

Period up to which they have been victualled. 

Definition of the Term Back Rations - AlI Returns for Rations, 

that are due for a time previous to the Weekly Period'for which 

Rations are th~n issuing, are considered as Back Rations. , 
.9' 

Staff and Departments are entitled to draw Month1y in advance, aIl 

Rations due for a Period anterior to the Monthly Period for which 

Rations are then issuing, are also considered Back Rations, and are 

not to be issued, unless the Return be specia1ly approved. 

/ 
1 
/ 

By His ~cell~~cy's Command, 

Edward Baynes, Adjt.Genl. 
N.A. 

Memorandum - Rum iS,lno Part of the Soldier's Ration, and is only 
issued upon Special Orde,~s. 

\ 

(From P .A. d., ,W.O. 57/37)" , 
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APPENDIX IX 

General Estimate and State Of Supplies, and Provisions required For the Forces in Lower Canada 
t\ from 25 April 1812 ta 1 June 1813 

Flour Park Pease Ri ce 
;. _ ~ lbs. lbs. bushels lbs. 

~-_._.- --- ----.---, -----------------------------------------
Requ1red 

For the troops of ,the line, Provincial Corps now 
levying and militia ta be embodi~d on 1 June 1812 • 
Ta be shipped for Nova Scotia • • • . • • • • • • • 
Ta be forwarded ta Upper Canada •••••••• 

C$ 
Total required 

Supplies 

Remains in store in Low~r Canada, 24 April 1812 
Ta be received from contractors in Lower Canada 
Ta be received from Upper Canada, purchased by 
Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General McGill .'. 

-3,568,250 
1,277,528 

4,845,778 

862,887 
2,940,000 

Ta be recei ved from England • • • • • . • . _ _ ___ _ 

Total Supplies 3,802,887 

2,357,606 
285,000 

2,642,606 

404,210 
900,000 

23,894 
8,559 , 

32,453 

5,688 
6,500 

10,000 

254,874 

AO,OOO 

294,874 

-42,553 
~ 

2l6,QOO 100,000 

1,520,210 22,188 142,553 

Balance remaining ta be supp1ied 1,042,891 1,122,396 10,265 152,321 

Equa1 in ~arre1s ta 5 ~32l__ __5,396 

The supplies of flour and pease may with certainty be provided in thi8 province. 
The supply of park (with the exception of 1396 barrels which may be purchased here) and the 
s~pply of rice, ta be imported from Eng1and. 

In the above estimate no notice i8 taken of the usua1 supp1y of fresh beef for six months as 
in the probable event of a war or continuance of the land embargo by the American states, a 
supp1y of that article is not to be ca1cu1ated upon. 

(Extract from P.A.C., Q57/14) 

" • 

Commissary-Genera1's Office 
Quebec 18 May 1812 

.". 
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APPENDIX X 

Provisions Shipped for Canada frtm ( 
10 April ta 20 August 1813 

Shipping J,leef 
date, lbs. 

" 

10 th and 14th April 

, l~th and 28th June 311,984 

7th and 19th August 721" 726 

Total 

/-
1,033,710 

( From P. A. C. , c.o. 42/155, p. 

" 

/ 

\ 

, 

, , 

Pork 
lbs. 

623,924 

311',900 

725,268 

• 1,661,092 

4) 

Flour 
lbs. 

980,112 

_ 979,776 

1,418,592 

3,378,480 

• ( , 
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Ri ce 
lbs. 

354,199 

354,199' 

.. 
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APPENDIX XI 

Commissary-General Robinson's Estimate for 
Provisions required in the Canadas 

" 25 Ap:dl 1814 to 24 September 1815 

Flour 

Salt pork 

Rice 

Cocoa 

To be obtained in 
British North America 

6,692,698 lbs. 

1,678,635 lbs. 

To be shipped 
from 

Great Bri tain 

3,920,000 lbs. 

6,840,000 lbs. 

450,302 lbs. 

120,000 lbs. 

Total 
Required 

10,612,698 

8,518,635 

450,302 

120,000 

278 

lbs. 

lbs. 
~) , 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Pease 109,687.bushels 109,68 f bushe1s 

Rum 50, 126 gal~ons 50,126 gallons 

The British government, however, decided to send aIl of the 

flour needed from the British Isles and Robinson was told to refrain 

from purchasing local rum as the Treasury intended to send him 40,000 

gallons. In August 1814 the Commissary-in-Chief's Office informed 

Robinson that the following quantities would be sent from the British 

Isles to cover his requirements. - These revised figures took into 

considération quantit~es already sent, outstanding orders and an 
, 

addition of 10 per cent to cover wastage (except in'the pease): 

FlC?ur 
Salt Meat 
Rice 
Cocoa 
Pesse 

4,682,982. lbs. 
8,162,000 lbs. 

365,530 lbs. 
132,000 lbs. 

50,000 bushels 
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Upon the c~ssation of hostilities a new estimate for 12 months' 

consumption in ~h~ èanadas was drawn up in London and Robinson was 

.. ~ infor,med that the \fo11owing quantities wou1d be sent by thE! first 

spring fleet of 1815: 

Flour 4,000,000 lbs. 
Salt Meat 4,000,000 lbs. 
Rice 200,000 lbs. 
Cocoa . 30,000 lbs. 
Pease 10,000 bushe1s 
Rum 100,000 gallons; 

The 'Victua11ing Board made the following a~rangements. for 

se shipments: 

Catherines 

Flour 
Beef 
Pork 
Rice 
Cocoa 
Pease 
Rum 

From Portsmouth 

1 Beef 
Port( 
Pease 
Rum 

From Plymouth 

Beef 
Pork 

4,000,000 lbs. 
1,066,667 lbs. 

693',333 lbs. 
, 200,000 lbs. 

30,000 lbs. 
8,000 bushe18 

70,000 gallons 

800,000 lbs. 
240,000 lbs. 

2 ,000 bushe 18 
30,000 ~llons 

" 800,000 lbs'. 
400,000 lbs; 

(From P.A.C., W.O. 58/64, pp. 234-236, 249-250) 
• 

) • 
.~ 
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APPENDIX XII 

Return of Camp Eguippage 

Shipped on bo~d the Bellfield, Sarah Ann and Northumberland 

Transports in part of Supply for the service in Canada. 

Flanders Tents 
Poles for do-. 
Iron collars for do. 
Mallets fol' dq" 
Pins for do. 
Camp colours complete 
Powder bags 
Drum cases 
Bill hooks 
Flanders kettles 
Canteens 
Canteen s traps 
Haversacks 
Blankets 
Hospital Marquees Tenta 
Sets. of }Toles , 
Bags of Pins and Mallets 

April 20th, 1813 
Storekeeper Ge~eral's Office 

(From P.A.C., C.O. 42/153, p. 157) 

" 

1,420 
1,420 

710 
2,200 

44,000 
720 
100 
200 

2,550 
3,500 

20,000 
2q,000 
17,300 
20,000 

10 
10 
10 

, 

\ 

..,1 
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APPENDIX XIII , 

.. Ordnance, Ammuni tion, Smalt Arma and S tor~s 
Embarked for Canada 

Shipments made between 28 Ju1y 1812 and 26 June 18i3. 

Ordnance 

Guns - Iron - 24 pro 
18 pro 
12 pro 

Brass - ,6 pro 
Mortars - Iro~ -'1.0 in. 

1 8 in. 
Carronades - Iron - 32 pr 

18 pro 
!2 pro .. 

Rounds of Ammunition 

Guns 32 pro 
24 pro 
18 pro 
12 pro 

9 pr., 
6 pro 
3 pro 

Carronades -:. 32 pro 
24 pro 

A 18 pro 
12 pro 

Mortars 10 in. 
8 in. 

Howitiers 5 1/2 in. 
4 2/5 

e 
in. 

Carriases S2are 

Garrison 

\ Travelling -

~--
\ ' 

'" 

6 
6 
6 
5 
1 
4 

66 
6 

10 

3o~ 
9.100 
7,625 
9,142 
2,300 
3,880 

902 <) 

29,250 
1,500 
7,000 

Il,000 
316 

1,564 
1,000 

500 

, , 

\.0 
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Carts 

BaH Cartridg~ 
Rand 
Trench 

Cars 
Waggons 
Musquets 
Cartridges. Musquet 
Flints, Musquet 
Accoutrements, Sets 
Gunpowder, who1e barrels 
Iron shot for Grape and Case 
Lead for Cartridges (Tons) 
Swords 
Pisto1s 

-Pikes, serjeant 
Portable Forges 

(tons) 
o 

Quantities 

20 
6 
2 

4 
23 

27,112 
4,000,000 

550,000 
6,pOO 
4,460 1/2 

20 
20 

1,lpO 
552 

" 500 
16 

Al1 of the above were accompanied with sma11 ànd other genera1 
stores. 

(From P.A.C., c.o. 42/154, p. 31) 
/ 

1 
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APPENDIX XIV 

Commissary-Genera1 Robinson's Disbursements in Canada, 
, 1813, 1814, 1815 and 1816 

283 

Extracted fram the Auditora' States of .the annua1 accounts of 
Commissary Gen~ra1 w. H., Robinson, covering the service& specified: 

Extraordinaries of the Army C f ~_ 1 

- comprising payments for supplies of provitions, forage and fuel; 
stores and utensi1s; transport; public works; pay of the Commissariat, 
Engineer, MediqB1, Barrack, Indian and other departments; mi1itary 
a11owances; loès of exchange of Treasury Bills; interest on Army 
Bills;- and genera11y a11 disbursements exclusive of regimenta1 and 
s;aff pay, advances to the Ordnance and Naval Departments as weIl as 

• to the eolo~a1 treasurers on adcount of the civil expenditure: 

1813 E 1,216,422/17/1 
1814 2,388,165/11/11 
1815 1,750,270/3/4 
1816 561,006/8/1 

<.5 

Out of the precéding s~ t~re was paid on account of 
transport of commissariat, ordnance, engineer, barrack, purveyor, 
naval and other stores; conveyance of troops, c1pthing and baggage; 
freight; team hire; pilotage; batteaux and sleigh hire; and for 
repairs etc. of batteaux 

1813 E 104,634/15/6 
1814 r92,4)7/1/11 
1815 341~-253/6/6 
1816 50,541/17/5 

1 , 

Treasury Chambers t> 
24 March 1828 

(From.McCi11 University, Hardinge,Papers) 

, 
... 
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ÀPPENDIX XV 

Army Bills 

:, . .? .. ..:'·IH_'-'.::', ·B~· .. ';""/' -""'U'· P' ,/Î 1·1 "'~ "0:7' -~ A"#'~; f .t." .u ~ ~ t:1p ru. 
~,~ II. ,x'i//:th .... rmy BIll ~Œcc, Quch« • 

• h~.. ' Xarf"h, 1914. --il' 

~~'~ T\\r 0 Dollars, reJceo1able at qiis Offi~e. 
z..:[[ by Go\'crn~ent ::31U9' of ~rcDanrrc on LONDON at 
uOI]' '1'1 . D S' h ' ":[J urt y lyS Ig ~. 
\log: 

Army Bill for Iwo Dollars 

/9. 
l , ~1"., " /. ' '. 
, .... n ./ ,;/ .. ' ... / 

---
Army Bill for Three Dollars 
, 
, 

, ' 
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APPENDIX XVI 

List of Transports under Orders for North America 

. . 

Vesse1 

Warrens 

Sir William 
Bens1ey 

Hera1d 

Mary 

Mentor 

Pacific 

Sovereign "" 

Duke of Bedford 

Lord Cawdar 

Harvest 

... 

Tonnage 

324 

573 

336 

262 

227 

260 

6]1 

321 

158 

213 

Service 

To embark troops 
at Cork 

To 10ad flour at 
Cork 

Army.provisions 
and stores 

Army provisions 
and stores and to 
embark troo~s at 
Portsmouth ' 

Arm.y provisions 
and stores and to 
~bark troops at 

rtsmouth 

Army provisions 
and stores 

Army provisions 
and S'tores 

Transport Office, 
Il August 1813. 

Destination Location at 
, prEwent , 

Quebec 

Quebec 

Quebec 

Quebe.c 

Quebec 

Quebec 

Quebec 

Quebe~ 

Queb"ec 

Quebec 

On way from 
Portsmouth to 
Cork 

At Portsmouth, 
ready to 
proceed ~o Cork 

Sai1ed from 
Deptford 1aden _____________ 
on the 9th 
instant 

Sai1ed' from 
Deptford on the 
10th instant 

Sai1ed from 
Deptford this 
day 

Sai1ed from 
Deptford this 
day , 

Sailed from 
Dept~ord this 
day 

\ \ 



•• 
Vessel 

Earl St. Vincent 

, , . 
Union 

John and Thomas 

Caroline 

Oceàn 

1 

Lydia 

Il 

.. 
Coventry 

Numa 

Astrea 

Tonnage 

868 

306 

Service 

Ordnance stores 
and troops 

Ordnattee stores 

304 Ordnance stores 

224. Army provisions 

480 Army provisions 

359 

308 

326 

Army provisions 

Storekeeper­
General's stores 

To load army 
provi.sions at 
Cork 

290 Ordnaoce and 
Stotekeeper­
General's stores 

Destination 

Quebec 

Quebeè 

Quebec 

Quebec 

Quebec 

Quebec 

Quebec 

286 

Location at \ 
present 

To sail from 
Longreach 
tomorrow 

At Woolwich 
loading. 

Ordere!! from 
Deptford ta· (, 
Woolwich to 
load this day 

Loading in the 
river 

At· Deptford 
waiting for 
provisions 

WiJ.l be ready 
to load at 
Deptford 
tomorrow 

Expected to be 
completed 
tomorrow 

Sailed from 
Deptford on 9th 
instant for 
Cork to load 

aa1ifax Deptford, laden 
and ordered to 
Sp~thead 

o 

\ 



r < 

l ... 

1 
,1 

Vessel 

Ganges 

Charlotte Ann 

Eclipso 

\ 
, \ 

1 
Tobago 

Mary and Dorothy 

Camberwell 

, 
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l 

Tonnage Service Destination Location at 
present 

400 Ordnance stores Halifax At Woolwich 
loading 

81 

143 

374 

187 

Ordnance stores Newfoundland Sailed from 
etc. Deptford, laden 

on the 10th 
instant 

Army provisions Newfoundland Will sail from 
Deptford this 
day 

1 Army provisions Newfoundland Will probably 
be completed 
tomorrow 

Army provisions Newfounpland Deptford, under 
orders to load 

Troops and Bermuda 
Storekeeper-
General's stores 

Deptford, 
loa<J1ng 

(From P.A.C., c.o. 42/*54, p~ 132) 

1 
~I 

t 
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APPENDIX XVII 
. , 

Distribution of Batteaux and Durham Boats 
in the Canadas 

General Order, Quebec 
24 April 1812 . 
(p A C R G 8 C 1168, 129-130) 

~ 1" ~o~ts' 
)" Quebec 

No. of Batteaux 

Three Rivers 
William Henry 
Montreal 
La Chine 
Kingston 
York 
Niagar~ 
Amherstburg 
St. Joseph' s 

Total' 

~enerat Order, Montreal 
25 August 1812 
Distribution in Lower Canada on1y 
(P.A.C., R.G •. 8, C 1168, pp. 243-244) 

Posts No. of 
Chambly 
William Henry 
Isle aux: Noix 
La Prairie 
La Chine \ 

Three Ri vèrs. 
<1 

Montrea1) unlimited - being Quebec ) 

30' 
20 
20 

100 
25 
30 
10 
12 
12 
4~ 

263 

Batteaux 

10 
8 
4 
6 

25 
10 

gener!Ü dep'ots 
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Pr6posed Arrangements for 1815, 
made in November 1814., 
(From P.A.C., R.G. 8, C 1:223, p. 40) 

1 

Durham Boats 

20 

6 

4 
40 
60 

4 

16 

Station 

Isle aux Noix 
William Henry 
Three Ri vers 
Montreal. and La 
Coteau du Lac 
Fort Wellington 

, Kingston 
York / 
Niagara 

Chine 

• Batteaux 

60 
20 
20 

400 
10 

6 
100 

10 
10 
30 . 
34 

Chippewla 
1 

Quebec ;1 

150 700 

Crews were variable. On tt St: Lawrence the bateaux and 

Durh~ boats carried from five toi ten or more, according to the 
1. 

difficulties of the trip. Five ere sufficient for desce~ding the 

289 

St. Lawrence, but double the n often comprised the crew in the 

ascent. 

Calculating at the rate of a five-man craw, the bateaux listed 

for the Canadas in April 1812 ou1d have needed 1,315 men to operate 

them. The bateau]{ proposed t be put: into service for 1815, 
1 

calculating at the same rate, needed 3,500 men and then another ?50 

men for the Durham boats that Robinson was hoping to obtain. 

1 
1 
1 
1 1. 

1 

\ 



APPENDIX XVIII 

Pa~ent Rates ,for Corvées in Lower Canada 
i 

District 9f Montreal 
Janua~y 1814 

c 

290. 

Ta each wagon or sleigh with 2 horses 3/- per league 

To each common cart or sleigh 1/8 per league 

For each hogshead, puncheon or pipe 1/8 

For each large tierce of 336 lbs. 7d. 

For each ~mmon tierce or barrel of pork 5d. 

For each common tierce ~ liquids of 36 gallons 5d. 

For each barrel of flour, etc., etc._ 4d. 

For each bag of one cwt. 3d. 

On government carriages - man and horse 6/- per day 

On government carriages - man and 2 horses 8/- per day 

Cartage of Stores and Baggage 

Montreal to La Chine 5/-

Cape St. Marie ~o La Chine 6/6 

Cape St. Marie to Upper La Chine (inc1uding turnpike) 7/1 

Montreal to Upper La Chine (including turnpike) 6/-

Montreal tq Upper La Chine 5/-
(Troops and baggage not paying turnpike) 

La Chine to Montreal 3/9 

• 
v 



.. 

An express ordering in corvées 
01\ 

.. 
Conductor bringing in corvées 

Extra conductors in charge o~. oa 1 d 
(conveyance include ~ 

... 

(From P.A.C., R.G. 8, C 1223, p. 3) 

) 

.r 

.... 

" " 
" 

, • 

. , 

1 / 

" 
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2/6 per League 
for going 

2/4, per League 
for comng 

" 

\ 

ay 

. . 

. ~ . 
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APPENDIX XIX 

Carts Required for a Detachment 

General Order, Quebec 
3 Augus t., 1813 • 

of o:>eLt::::ed_Men 

292 

"The Circumstances of the moment making it necessary that the 
troops should move as 1ightly equipped às possible, The Commander of 
the Forces is pleased to direct that the portable Baggage of every 
Officer shall be contained in one portmanteau, and that, when Corps 
or D~tachmente are directed ta March, Carte in the following 
propqrtion only, shal~ be eupplied to them." 

For every 100 Men of which the 
Detachment may Consist ----~-------

F~ the Carriage of the Light Bag~ge of the 
Officers, including Paymasters, Surgeon and 
Assistants, Quartermasters etc. 

i 
Provisions for one day 

When ordered ta be carried: 

Tents, Poles~ Blankets and Intrenching Tools 

C8lI!~ Kett1es 

Spare Ammunltlon 

Total for 100 Men 

(From P.A.C., R.G. 8, C 1168, p. 221) 

...J 

Number 
of Carts 

3 

1 

2 

3 

2 

Il 

1» 

/-, 
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APPENDIX XX 

Roads in the Eastern Districts of Upper Canada 

A Memorandum from John Strachan for 
the use of Colonel Bruere 

3 February 1813 

293 

The Undersigned"as a Commissioner of Highways for the Eastern 
District in 1808 explored the road passing through the middle of the 
Scotch Settlement of Stormont and the county of Glengary, commonly 

1 
called Pannoier's road and also along the Front road along the River 
St. Lawrence ta the Point au Bodet to determine which of the two 
could be made more generally useful. He was of opi~on that 
Pannoier's road was exceedingly convenient to a large and respectable 
settlement, but much less useful than the Front road, which might 
accommodate both Provinces. He decided ,therefore to exp end a sum of . 
money entrusted to him as Commissioner upon the Front road as being 
very convenient for the who1e Colony. It was indeed suggested at the 
time by some very respectable Gentlemen who seemed to favour 
Pannoier's road that a highway at a distance from the water might be 
extremely useful in the event of a war for sending supplies to the 
Upper parts of the Province, should the Enemy get possession of the 
River. But this argument had no weight because pannoyer's leads into 
the Front road within three miles of the place wheré the line fort y 
five strike , he St. Lawrence, that i8 so long as we possess both 
sides of the r ver and are in no danger, Pannoyer's road is at a , 
great distance rom it, but as saon as We come up to the ~lace where 
the South Bank b longs to the Enemy, it joins the road on the river. 
The argument the fore do~s not apply. Nor does the Undersigned 
conceive that a ack road >hrough the Province would be of much 
advantage in a itary Point of view after. losing the command of the 
river, because the Settlement is almost entirely on the Front, and an 
inland road enyironed as it must be with thick woods would expose 
convoys to incessant attacks without givlng them an opportunlty of 
revengè: Of the line of road, From Montreal to Kingston the worst 
place is in the Lower Province from the Point of the Lake to Point of 
Bodet. About four miles and three quarters of this space is alvays 
covered vith water in some places nearly two feet deep. The water 
comes from the land towards the làke, and rests upon a hard bot tom 
of sand mixed with a little eIay. It is to be noted that this marshy 
ground ia gradua!ly drying up as the country gets cleared, Houses and 
farms"being no.w' far within its ancient limita. 

In 1808 Mr. McGee, who was then alive and a Proprietor at 
Point of Bodet offered to make the road through the swamp for 750 
Halifax pounds or for a reaaonable toli for fourteen years. Facines 
weIl covered from the proceeds of deep ditches dug on each side with , . 
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water courses at proper distances would make an excellent road. 
the necessary materials are upon the spot. 

AU 

~ ;:;. The line dividing the Provinces is about a mile South West of 
P9fn,t of Bodet from which to the River au Raisin, eleven miles, the 
~Qad,will not require much labour. From the River au Raisin to 
Cor~wa11 a distance of 16 miles five are bad, but may be easily 
lo~ed and covered as it is already weIl cut out and the remaining 
elèven miles will do with very little repaire 

From Cornwall to Brockville a distance of 70 miles the road is 
very good and sixteen miles farther may be made excellent at a 
triflirig expence. Of the remaining distance, about 35 miles, to 
Kingston, ten may be to~erab1e, but 25 require much labour, yet the 
soil is good for roads And if weIl cleared out in the first place, 
the sun and air will half make the road. 

A military road along this communication should be as near the 
river as possible in order that boats may be protected with ,facifity 
by the troops sent to escort them, but after passing Brockville the 
road diverges from the river in some places to the distance of three 
miles in others not above one owing to the roughness of the ground 
near the river. But as there is no current here in the river, which 
also is full of Islands part of the Escort might without inconvenience 
be put aboard thè Boats; or indeed the whole. 

(From The John Stràcqan Letter Book, 1812-1834, pp. j3-34). 

J 

• 
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APPENDIX XXI 
'--'1 

( 
Bateaux and Durham Boats 

During the War of 1812 the bateau became the vital link in 

communications between Upper and L~er Canada, being singularly 

important in the movement of men, provisions and stores of aIl types 

along the St. Lawrence ta Kingston.' When control of Lakes Ontario 

and Erie passed to the American squadrons, it again fell ta the 

bateau crews ~o forward what supplies they could by slowly edging 

their way along the shoreline of the lakes. 

The name bateau denoted a variety of wood en craft, from a 

small skiff to a barge almost as large as the Durham boat. The 

typical Canadian bateau, as used on the St. Lawrefice; was flat-

bottomed, 30 to 40 feet long and from 5 to 8 feet wide-at the centre. 

The sides were about 4 feet high, being near\r perpendicular, and bow 

and stern usually came to a sharp point about a foot higher than the 

rest 0t the boat. Const~uction was usual~y of white oak and fir with 

4 or more benches laid across the boat as seats for the crew and 
\' 

passengers. The size of the bateau varied on other waters. On 

Lakes ontario and Erie 1arger types were used, being 70 feet or more 

in 1ength and 10 or 12 feet wide. 

\ 

Equipment included a lug-sai1 with about 15 fe~t 1f hoist, , ___ '" " 

6 oars, 6 setting po1e~ about 9 feet long, pointed and shod with 
1 

" 

irqn, grapp1ing irons, an anchor ~d some cooking utensils. The 
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cargo capacity of the average bateau operating 
\i 

/ 

the St. Lawrence 

was from 3 ta 4 1/2 tons, say 30 or 4Q barrels of flour. Many of 
./~ 

those on the lakes could carry as much as 100 barrels. As 'a troop 

carrier the bateau might take from 25 ta 30 men. 

The journey up river from Montreal to kingston might take 

anywhere from 8 ta 12 daya or more, but was seldom accomplished in 
" 

less than 10 days. The bateaux sailed weIl before a wind, but the 

poor rigging and the absence of a keel and a weather helm made 

sailing into the wind a difficult matter, little progress being made r 

with sails alone. The usualorate of travel in calm weathe~ was about 

3 miles per hour but even with a go ad wind behind they rarely did 

more than 30 miles a day. For the crews, the journey up river was 

heavy work, demanding strenUOUB efforts ta overcome the turbulent 

rapids between Lachine and Prescott. It may be readily seen why the 

bateau service became so unpopu1ar with Lower Canadians called away 

from their farms on corvée: 

The current èetween the Cascades and the Cedars is 80 very 
impetuous, that the boatmen are obliged t~ have recourse to 
their setting-poles, which they fix in the bed of the river; 
and, by the pressure of each man upon his own instrument, 
they propel the boat upwards'with astonishing ce1erity. These 
exertions, though fatiguing in the extreme, they àre often 
obliged to continue for several hours, without intermiasion; 
and not unfrequently, even their best endeavours in this way 
prove abortive. Whèn this is the case, they make a rope fast 
to the bow of the b~at and, leaving only the pilot on board, 
they plunge into the water and tow her by main streng~h up 
the foaming cataracts. This is t~e mannér in which they 
perform the arduous passage, whicti though only 120 miles, 
they aeldom accomplish in less than ten daya. How the ,men 
who are employed in this diff~cult navigation exist, without 
ruining their constitutions, is a mystery which l am ~tterly 
unable to explain. They are compelled" almost every hour, 

( 

" • 

... , 
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when actually melti~g with heat and fainting throush f~tigue, 
to jump into the'water, frequently up t~ their arm-pits, and 
to rémain in it towing the boats, until they are completely 
chi~led: They then have recour~ to thê aid of ardent spirits, 
of which on aIl occasions tbey =,eely partake, and in à few 
minutes, are ,once morè bathed ii per~piratioIf. 1 • . 
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,By the c10Sé ·of the 18?:J4 ~igation season Ù becatne evident ' 
~. 1 

to Commissary-Geperal Robinson th :;:he bateau transport system which 
. ~ 
had been established durint the firs two years of war was 

·in.uHici~nt for the increased deman~ which were ,boing ':ado of 1.<. 

This was especially due to the tremendous efforts then being made to 

build up naval squadrons on the inland lakes. To ease the situation, 
t. 

Robinson proposed shortening the b~teau journey between Lachine and 

Kingston by' obtaining the muc~ larger Durham boat~ to operate between 
r.. 

Prescott and l<iftgston. 

The Durham boat had been introduced to the St., Lawrence in 
r 

" 1809 by Americans who had used it on the Mohawk. The vessel was ~ 
\ 

~~at-bottomed barge with a slip keet and centre board. rounded bow 
\ 

and' ,square stern, and a long rudder. The usual length was 80 to 90 
\ 

feet ~ith a beam of 9'0; 10 feet. 
.... '\' 

A large h4t~; ~as in the centre 
\ 

of the \~fftt extending for half the length di' the boat and aft, ,>,.: 

towards th~ bow and on both sides of the hatchway, was the deck. 

There was no faiUng or bulwark other than a covering board about 
• 

three inches in ,thickness. Described se a species of sloop,~it had 
~ \ , 

one rather taii màst, with long boom, placed weIl forward on the 
\ 

\ 

lE. A. Talbot, r, pp. 84-86. 
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deck and at times a portable jurymast might also be used aft. When 
. . 

adverse winds or heavy curtents prevented the USe of sails, the 

Durham boat could be poled or "set" up the river. 

The crews for both the Durham boat and the bateau were 
- , 

variable. On the St. Lawrence bath craft- carried from 5 to 10 or 

more men, depending on the difficu1ties of the/route. 
1 

Descen~ing 

the St. Lawrence 2 oarsmen on each side and a steersman were 

~uffïcient but dou61e ~h4t number might be needed in the ascent, and 

41 by travelling ,in brigades, 
" '11 
'tt, 
over the difficu1t spots. 

the-crews were able to'help each other 

- -The f1at-bottomed bateau was considered ta 
\ 

be the'safer of the two' craft for travel a10ng' the St. Lawrence, but 

t~e freight ca~acity of the: Durham was about 10 times that of the 
; 

/ 

average bateau; being'350 barrels or about 35 tons. In 1811, however, 
1 

one t'ravAller along the upper St. Lawrence noted that ... burham boats 

were ~carce on the CanadIan side of the river • 

• 
" 

'" -.:' 
(Based on Gu~let. pp. 415-~~ 
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APPENDIX XXII 

The Movement of Troops and Supplies 
along the Upper St. Lawrence 

Arrangements for a bateau escort: 

General O~der, Montreal 
22 September 1812 

299 

-.-' _. 

l ~ 
Captain Pentz Canadian Fencibles with a party of 1 subaltern, 

2 Serjeants and 50 Rank and file to march to La Chine on Wednesday 
afternoon to form an Escort to a Brigade of Boats with Stores 
proceeding to Kingston; ')-

, 
Such Soldiers as are 

Regiments in the Upper Prov 
The Major of Brigade wi furn 

from Hospital belonging to 
are to proceed by this opportunity. -

thei r Names; -
sh Captain Pentz with a Return of 1 

D 

The Escort to take with them 60 Rounds BalI Cartridge per Man, 
and are to be kept in s~parate Divisions in light Boats, in readiness 
,to use their Arms, at à Moments Notice and are not to be emp10yed in 
rowing. - " . Lieut. Smith of the Kingston Mi1itia having volunteered his 
Se~ice, is to proceed with this Escort and to be obeyed according to 
his Rank. 

(From P.A.C., R.G. 8, C' 1168, p. 280) 

Arrangements for the movement of troops , 
between Montreal and Kingston 
(See Map No. 5): 

General Order, Kingston 
19 May 1813 

The lst Brigade of the Line and the lst Demi Brigade of Light . 
Infantry with a Car Brigade of Light Artillery to proceed immediatel, 
te Kingston in light marching Order - but such baggage as i8 
indi8pensably requ1s1te to preserve the çomfort and health of the 

, , 
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Troops.is to beËught on in Batteaux direct~to Kingston - a small 
baggage Guard t be allotted ;or that Serviée and His Excellency 
strongLy urges the precaution of .the Men being amply provided with 
necessaries, particularily shoes, as are indispensible in the Field 
and which cannot be procured in the Upper Province - • . 

This movement is to be conducted by Column of ~ Divisions 
of two Companies each, to follow in daily succession - and ,for this 
purpose Divisions of Batteaux are ta be assembled at La Chine and at 
the Ferry above Coteau du lac - The troops are to disembark at the 
Cedars, and to March to the Ferry Six Miles above Coteau du lac, 
where they will embark in the Second Division of Boats and proceed 
towards Cornwall, until they arrive where the road becomes good -
th ,y will then land ~d th~ Batteaux are ta return without delay to 
their respective Stations to bring on the following divisions of 
Troops - and each officer in charge of a Grand Division is to see 
that this Order ia promptly executed -

The 'Royal Artillery will conduct their Horses by the inland 
communication from Coteau du lac to Cornwall, the Guns ~nd Carriages 
to be sent forward ~y Water • • • 

Camp Equippage for 1000 Men to be forwarded to Kingston from 
Montreal and in order that these movements May not interfere with, or 
retard the Transport of Marine and Ordnahce'Stores which are to be 
sent on with the utmost expedition, His Excellency is pleased to 
direct that the 5th Battn. of Militia furnish Crews for conducting 
the Divisions of Batteaux to ~ransport the Troops from La Chine to 
the Cedars and from Coteau du lac ta Cornwall and further with a view 
to facilitate the Service His Excel1ency approves of a sufficient 

. Number of Men being se1ected fram the Militia Companies of the 1st 
Light Batta1ion to conduct the Batteaux with the baggage of the two 
Brigades • • • 

In case of any impediment arresting the progress of the 
èolumn, the Division obliged to haIt is immed1ately ta sénd 
intelligence of their detention to the rear, to prevent the col~ 
crowding, the whole will haIt till the ob,stacle is removed. 

} 
fFrom P.A.C., R.G. 8, C'1170, pp. 207-212) 

\ 
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APPENDIX XXIII 

Logistics and Strategy 

American plans for a campaign'on the Niagara in 1814 were very 

much affected by logistical considerations. The American Secretary 

of War was weIl aware of the meager resources of Upper Canada and the 

following letter to General Brown clearly indicates the difficulties 

which had to be overcome. Armstrong points out the sritical 

importance of water transport and, the necessity :of naval dominance on 

Lake Ontario in order to support his plans. 

J. Armstrong to J. Brown 
War Department, 19 June 18 
(Bruikshank, Documents rela n to the 
Invasion of the Niagara Peninsula, 
pp. 35-37) 

This despatch is forwarded by Lieut. Frazier of the l5th 
Regt. Infantry. lt concerns the necessary_instructions both 
as to the objects to be attained and the means of attaining 
them. 

lst. Capt. Sinclair will go up to Detroit with a part- 0 

the Flotilla, he will there embark Lieut. Colo. Croghan and 
as large a number of troops as his vessels will accommodate 
with the he~sary supplies of provision~ & ammunition. He 

. will th en enter Lake Huron and proceed to Gloucester Bay 
where the troops will debark, attack and-carry the enemy's 
new Establishment at Matchedash, fortify and garrison that 
place and open with you a communication if another part of 
the plan, next to be detailed, shall succeed; this effected 
the fleet will go on to the ~outh of St. Joseph's & Mackinaw. 

2nd. What remains of the Flotilla on Lake Erie will be 
put under orders to transport your Division to the Canada 
shore. The place of landing will be selected under the best 
infonDation you possess. From Colonel Campbell's report & 
other advices, it is beli-eved the point marked "A" in the 
enclosed Sketches, i8 best adapted to the purpose & that your 



J 
approach to Burlington Bay, which will be your first object, 
should be made by the route marked "c" as laid down in 
Faden's map. On reaching the heights of that place you will 
spare no pains to fortify the position in such way as , 
effectually to cover your whole force, taking care to 
es~bl~sh a-small and interior work of increased str~gth, 
which will render the position tenable by a reduced force & 
which id particular will command the only road as we under­
stand that leads from York to Fort George. Thus situated, 
you will find yourself in the"heart of the enemy's country, 
in the centre of his military stations & prepared to fall 
upon and carry these in succession. 

A Question arises here whether this Expedition should be 
suspended until we obtain an ascendancy on Lake Ontario and 
as a part of the greater plan; this Question turning on a 
circumstance which l shall briefly examine. 

For aIl military operations we must begin with the belly. 
Our attention must therefore be first directed to the. 
quantity of provisions on hand, to th~ means of transporting 
it and to the expedients for supply should either of these be 
deficient. You ought at least to be assured of one month's' 
provisions. ~is you possess, but how is it to be trans­
ported? On boats to the Canada shore and afterwards by Land 
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in wagons or on pack horses. But 5,000 men require for one ~ 
month 200,000 lbs. weight of bread & meat; calculate then the 
load of a two-horse wagon at 1500 lbs. and that of a pack 
horse at 250 lbs. and your train will be enormous, difficult 
to sustain, & perhaps impossible to procure, but besides 
provision, you must carry a train of artil1ery, ammunition, 
medicines, Hospital Stores, Camp Kettles, tents, spare 
musquets, etc. etc. Where is such a number of wagons or pack 
horses to be found? In Canada, no. They a1so must be' 
carried with you, which necessarily leads me to state another 
difficulty. l have said you may cross the lake in transport . 
vessels but thè Secretary of the Navy does not calculate that 
more of these will be left by S~nclair than ~ill be competent 
to transport 800 men at one trip. Hence it follows that the 
transportation of 5,000 men will require more than six trips, 
besides what may be wanting for your Artillery, your tents, 
provisions, wagons, Horses, etc. Is it to be supposed that 
the enemy will remain ignorant of these movements aeross the 
Lake? Or that knowing them he will either mistake their 
object or be inattentive to the means of defeating it? oWe 
have no right to think so. They are well informed, vigilant 
and skilful. Taking for granted, however, that we have 
eonquered all diffieulties, arising from Land & water ~rans­
portation and that we have actualxy'got hold oJ Bur11ngton 



Heights, are we in a condition to avail ourselves of that 
position so long as the Enemy has command of Lake Ontario? 
Could we advance to the reduction of York Or Fort George with 
any hope of success without the aid of a Fleet? Could we 
maintain ourselves at Burlington for any length of time 
without that aid, and', if not, ought we to hazard the 
approach of a retreat or the dis gr ace of a surrender? The 
conclusion from aIl this is that though the expedition be 
approved, its execution must be 8uspended till Chauncey shall 
have gained the command of the Lake. That accomplished there 
will be no hazard of interruption to our march from the Enemy 
nor any necessity for loading ourselves or retarding our 
movements by a large provision train & Burlington will be 
easily supplied from the 18 Mile Creek or the Genesee River, 
where depots have been established. Other considerations 
lead to the same conclusions. This course will give time to 
Brigdr. Gen!. Porter to assemble his Corps, 'to General 
McArthur to forward the Recruits of the 17th, 19th and 28th 
Regts, to those of the 9th, llth, 2lst and 25th, to join their 
Regts, to the lst, 22nd and 23rd Regts to reach their 
destination & for the Boats now st Detroit to be brought down 
to Buffalo. Commodore Chauncey says, "The Fleet will be 
ready in aIl the mon th of June," to which the Secretary adds 
two weeks for accidents, making it the l5th of July before 
they will be certainly on the Lake and fit for action with the 
Enemy. On the whole it will be seen that this expedition 
will be aontingent and that if our Flfet on Lake Ontario be 
beaten or destroyed, it will ~t be Undertaken. 

To give Immediate occupation to your troops and prevent 
them from stagnating, why not take Fort Erie & its Garrison, 
stated at 200 to 400 men. Land between point Abino and Erie 
in the night, assail the fort by land & water, push forward a 
Corps tooseize the bridge of Chippeway and be governed by 
cireumstances either in stopping here or going further. 
Boats may fo11ow and feed you. If the Enemy concentrate his 
who1e force on this Line, it will not exceed 1600. But 
Garrisons must be left to occupy Forts George and Niagara, 
whence the probability that he will not shew in the field, 
1200, with them you shou1d not dec1ine a contest. The issue 
of a successful one on our part wou1d be to en'ab1e you to 
invest Fort George & to avail yourself in the Most direct way 
of Commodore Chauncey's aid, (should he beat Y~o) in reducing 
that place & Fort Niagara. 1 

303 



\ 

APPENDIX XXIV 

Return of the Resources of the Niagara and 
London Districts, Including the West 

Riding of the Home District 

On 21 January 1814 Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Nichol, 
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Quartermaster-General of the Upper Canadian Militia, was summoned 

to Major-General Riall's Headquarters and directed to collect 

intelligence on the state of local resources in the Niagara and 

London Districts. the American forces on 

the Detroit frontier was under considerati and Nichol was to 
~ .. 

provide the onditions, the 

poss~bilities for forming depots through the militia 

officers was to provide complete information on local provision and 

forage resources. In February, the attack was called off because of 

unusually mild weather, but before the end of that month Nichol had 

completed his returns of the nine regimental divisions of London 

and Niagara Districts and the west riding of Home District. 

The results of Nichol's efforts provide some interesting 

agricultu~al statistics and by making a few simple calculationS, the 

problems encountered by the Commissariat May be<brought into sharper 

focus. Working from NichoIrs figures, lt May be seen that the 
. 

supply of flour, wheat and rye which farmers in Lincoln County had on 

hand as of mid-February 1814, if eaten at a daily rate of one pound 

per persan (the standard "Treasury" ration), would have sufficed the 

12,000 civilian inhabitants of the county for just under 180 days -
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or barely sufficient to cover the intervening time until the next 
1 

harvest was gathered in July and August. This, however, must not 

be taken to mean that there was no surplus available for the 

Commissariat, for the returns do not include quantities already at 

military depots nor quantities then at the mills. Thel acreage 

figures for wheat and rye sown in the fall of 1813 are perhaps more 

revealing. If harvested at the yields predicted (12 and 15 bushels 
• 0 

respectively) these crops would have provided one year's consumption 

of flour for the population of Lincoln County with approximately 

3,180,000 rations to spare. 

In Norfolk County, the supply of flour, wheat and rye at hand 

on local farms in February 1814 ~ould have fed Norfolk's 3,000 

inhabitants for a little over 200 days, covering the time until the 

next harvest with perhaps 20 days of flour, at 3,000 rations daily, 

to spare. The wheat and rye sown the previous September if harvested 

at 12 and 15 bushels respectively (yields which were certainly low 

for that area, yet quite possible because of the demands of militia 

dut y) would have provided one year's consumption for the inhabitants 

with a surplus of about 900,000 rations. 

In May 1814 Deputy Commissary-Genera1 eouche returned the 

Right Division's rate of cons~tion at Burlington and on the Niagara 

frontier at about 7,350 rations dai1y. At this ~ate of consumption 

the surplus produced in Norfolk and Lincoln counti~s in 18~ wou1d 
\ 

\ 

have ~overed the Right Division's issues for about 5 0 days. But, in 

mid-August 1814, the Right Division was reported as de uring sorne ., 

\ 
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14,000 rations per day and at that rate the projected surplus from 
"" 

Lincoln and Norfolk would have lasted about 225 ,days - more than 

four months short of the year's supply necessary ~ sus~ai~ the 

Right Division until the next harvest (July-August' 1815) • Nor co'uld 
":'" 

the resources of Oxford and York make up the differencè. Provisions 

would have to be brought in from elsewhere. 

Such calculations s. are pos,lble f~om Nichol'. retums 

certainly appear to~refute Commo~ore Yep's assertion that it was only 

because of the Commissariat' s negle?t in collecting local r,e.$ources 

that it became 

feed the Right 

necessary for him to bring provisions from Kings70n to 

Division. With respect to flour supplies, the ~uth 

was that there was simply not enough being produced locally to feed 

both the civilian population and a large number of soldiers and 

Indians and according to Drummond, even many of 

abundant townships "greatly disappointed our ex 
r....... 

reputedly !D0st 

[N.B. AlI calculations have been based on yields of 12 bushels per 
acre for wheat and 15 bushels per acre for rye and 5 bushels of 
wheat has been taken as the equ~~ent of one barrel of flour 
weighing 196 lb. Consumption has been calculatèd at a daily rate 
of one pound per person, the standard "Treasury" ration. This of 
course ignores the fact that the farmer and his lamily'may weIl have" 
consumed more than this amount and nojallowance has bee~ made for 
wastage or the necessity of retaining'. certain proportion of the 
grain as seed. lt has also been assumed that all of the available 
surplus could be collected and put at thè C~ssariat's disposaI. 
Population figures for Norfolk and Lincoln are(from early nineteenth 
century sources, but can only be considered as rough estimates. Nor 
can Nichbl' s figures be verified, though they came from very 
detailed returns provided by local militia officers. 

AlI things taken into accoQnt it cao only be concluded that 
the actual surplus available to the Commissariat W8B less th~ these 
rough calculatlons would suggest.] 

, 

.. 
\ 
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Return of Resources 
24 February 1B14 
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lst Linco1n--442 cwt. of f1our, 7,997 bushe1s wheat. 1,299 
bushe1s rye. 1,387 bushe1s oats, 134 bushe1s corn. 38 bushe1s 
bar1ey, 184 bushe1s peas, 6 fat ,catt1e, 33 ta fat, 257 oxen, 1,206 
cows, 1,057 young cattle, 3,222 sheep, 1,705 hogs, 835 tons of hay, 
733 horses, 254 sleighs, 105 wagons, 2,129 acres of wheat, l of 
bar1ey, 101 of rye. 

2nd Linco1n--337 cwt. f1our, 7,881 bushe1s wheat, 301 bushe1s 
rxe, 1,749 bushe1s oats, 180 corn, 511 peas, Il fat catt1e, 50 ta fat, 
403 oxen, 1,325 cows, 930 young catt1e, 3,980 sheep, 1,676 hogs, 

·950 tons hay, 716 horses, 236 sleighs, 99 wagons, 3,228 acres wheat 
, • SQWO, 128 acres of rye. 

3rd Linco1n--392 cwt. f1our, 6,043 bushe1s wheat, 267 rye, 
3,417 oats, 466 corn, 580 peas, 6 fat catt1e, 50 to fat, 362 oxen, 
1,087 cows, 894 young cattfe, 3,028 sheep, 1,665 hogs, 1,073 tons 
haYt 598 horses, 174 sleighs, 106 'wagons, 2,659 acres of wheat sowo, 
152 of rye • 

4th Linco1n--400 cwt. flour, 6,000 bushe1s wheat, 350 rye, 
3.000 oats, 520 corn, 280 peas, 12 fat catt1e, 52 catt1e to fat, 350 
oxent 1,236 cow~, 1.080 young catt1e, 3,205 sheep, 3,706 hogs, 975 
tons hay, 500 horses, 200 sleighs, 80 wagons, 3,217 acres of wheat 
sown, 20d of rye. 

5th Linco1n--2,OOO cwt. flour, 12,700 bushe1s wheat, 1,637 
rye; 2,455 oats, 419 corn, 15 barley, 213 peas, 1 fat animal, 13 
catt1e ta fat, 359 oxen, 1,318 cows, 677 young catt1e, 3,110 sheep, 
1,155 hogs, 543 tons of hay, 605 horses, 253 sleighs, 54 pungs, 85 
wagons, 18 carts, 3,594 acres of wheat sowu, 310 of rye. 

2d York--2,022 cwt. flour, 9,797 bushe1s wheat, 589 rye, 2,062 
oats, 157 corn, 96 bar1ey, 142 peas, 102 catt1e to fat, 472 oxen, 
982 cows, 897 YjOg catt1e, 1,969 sheep, 1,308 hogs, 409 tons hay, 
467 horses, 215 leighs, 68 wagons, 3,365 acres of wheat sowo, 1 acre 
of bar1ey, 130 0 rye. 

lst Norfo1k--473 cwt. f1our, 3,211 bushe1s wheat, 2,495 rye, 
1,587 oats, 446 corn, 55 peas, 48 catt1e ta fat, 288 oxen, 520 cows, 
475 young catt1e~ 1,180 sheep, 954 hogs, 249 tons hay, 265 horses, 
84 'sleighs, 37 pungs, 49 wagons, 20 carts, 1,257 acres of wheat sown, 
551 pf rye. 

-
\ 
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2nd Norfolk--4~~:cwt. flour, 4,093 bushe1s of wheat, 3,199 
'rye, 2,093 oats, 487 c6rn\ 4 peas, 5 catt1e to fat, 280 oxen, 651 

cowà, 583 young cattle, 1,472 sheep, 1,050 hogs, 208 tons of hay, 
. horses, 101 sleighs, 19 pUQgs, 65 wagons, 3 carts, 1,483 acres of 

wheat sown, 620 of rye. 
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Oxford--226 cwt. f1oùr J . 2,798 bushe1s w~at, 983 rye, 1,861 
oats, 831 corn, 129 peas, 8 F~tt1e to fat, 278 oxen, 649 cows, 623 
young cattle, 1,395 sheep, 1,050 hogs, 232 tons hay, 242 horses, 41 
wagons, 63 sleighs, 872 acres of wheat sown, 132 of rye. 

Recap~tu1ation--Flour, 6,699 cwt., equa1 to 3,828 barrels; 
60,520 bushels wheat, Il,031 bushe1s rye, 19,611 bushe1s oats, 3,640 
bushe1s corn, 149 bushels bar1ey, 2,099 bushe1s peas, 36 fat catt1e, 
361 cattle to fat, 3,046 oxen, 8,974 cows, 7,219 young catt1e, 22~561 
sheep, 12,329 hogs, 5,474 ~ons of hay, 4,529 horses, 1,580 sleighs, 
110 pungs, 698 wagons. 41 carts, 21,756 acres of wheat sown, average 
yie1d 12 bu~he1s per acre, 3 acres of bar1ey, 2,330 acres of rye, 
average yie1d 15 bushe1s per acre. 
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Resource Return of the 2nd Norfolk Militia - London District - Township of Woodhouse - February 1814 

The fol1owing extract composed a small part of the information that went into NichoIrs larger return of resources. 
Woodhouse was in the Long Point area, and the collection of its resources was considered extremely important for the 
8upport of the Right Division during 1814. It can be seen that while sorne farmers are producing a surplus beyond their 
f~lyts needs, others are not, and in fact there are some who apparently have planted no grain at aIl. While this 

~ 

extract provides a concrete example of farm resources in Norfolk County, it should be remembered that thi& return was 
made"after the war had'been in progress for more than one and a half years. (Extract from P.A.C., R.G. ~) C 1703, p. 139) 

: 4 Acres 

i 
Bushels of Cattle Carriages » sown .-l 

1 Il,) m ! ' . .-.. = .-l 

= . ~ r1l ..., ........ 1.1-1 
• 0 ..., 0 ~ ..., CIl . 

~ ~ (J 0 ~ = ~ 
al '-' bD (J (J 0 al CIl Il,) 

IW CIl » la +-1 = +-1 CIl .c: 1=\ » 
0 Il,) ~ +-1 Il,) al ~ ~ .c: bD c--o,; '-' al bD CIl 0 CIl +-1 Il,) 1.1-1 

(J ::s ~ .-l al ~ CIl 1.1-1 ...!o! (J § al CIl al ..-1 bD bD +-1 ~ .-l 0 . 
Càptains Inhabitants d 4J 0 al al 1-1 4J '"0 ~ 4J ~ .-l al bD ~ 1-1 al d bD 1-1 al al 1-1 . 

Remarks ~ 0 0 .-l § ~ ~ CIl = al CIl 0 0 il 0 .c: 0 0 .-l ::s CIl ~ :i ~ CIl 0 
U ...1 ~ I=Q 0 H p... ~ ~ ~ ;;... t/) ::t: ::t: ::t: tIl p... ~ U f:Q Z -

6 W.Parks Philip Aus tin 3 4 100 9 30 50 15 3 1 16 4 1 3 1 1 8 2 8 wheat not 
. fenced 

6 li.Parles David Marr 4 4 1 3 

6 W.P4lrks Lieut.I.Austin 4 4 2 5 6 
. 

6 W.Parks Solomon Austin 4 4 8 20 30 5 2 2 1 10 4 1 1 2 5 

6 W.Parks Barzi11a Sampson '4 5 20 2 2 1 5 8 

6 W.Parks John Garner 4 5 1 1 1 2 3 

3 S.Ryerse Frederic Stelnhof 4 2 8 2 5 16 3 l 2 1 1 2 11 Marsh hay 

3 S.Ryerse Jacob Potts 5 3 8 25 35 4 3 1 12 ) 1 3 1 4 8 7 Waggon wants 
repairing 

3 S.Rverse ~ond Potts ' 5 3 50 40 1 1 4 2 2 1 3 

3 S.Ryerse John Pegg 5 3 16 1 6 3 Excused from 
a11 dut y 

6 W.Parks Roger O'Brian 5 4 15 15 30 5 
.. 2 3 1 1 6 7 6 

[3 HenrY' Mis-ner 
-- -

S"-:-Ryerse ' 4 l, 1 3 1 2 

6 W.Parks Emanuel Steinhoff 6 4 16 15 10 4 2 1 10 1 2 1 10 10 5 Oxen 
indifferent 

:., .' 
\ . .' 
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APPENDIX xxv 

Of(icers of the Commissariat in Upper Canada 
December 1813 

l_ 
Deputy Commissary~nera1 Peter Turquand, 

Commissariat in URper Canada 
Deputy-Assistant Comm1ssary-~nera1 Clarke 

superintending the 

Prescott 

1 Députy-Assistant Commissary-GeneraJ J. C. Green 

York 

Assistant Commissary-General Dance " 
Deputy-Assistant Commissary-Genera1 Crookshank 
(açting) Deputy-A8sistant Commissary-Genera1 Stan ton 
(acting) Deputy-Assistant Commissary-Genera1 McGi11 

Bur1ington Heights 
J 

~ Assistant Commissary-General James Coffin 
Deputy-Assistant Commissary-Genera1 ~ss~t 

1 

, , 

Deputy-Assisfant Commissary-Genera1 Reynolds - d~sposab1e 
~ r 

... 

, 
1 

Deputy-Assistants Commissary-Genera1 Robe~t Gilmor and Tannatt H. 
Thompson will repair to"Lower Canada and rep9rt themselvea 
to the Commissary-Genera1. 

(Enc1osed in W. H. Robinson to-J. C. Herries, No. 191, 15 December 
1813, P.A.C.~ w.o. 57/14) 1 
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APPENDIX XXVI 

D1Vl.~ \ 

" ,0" ~ 
Retùrn of Provisions with the~ght 

Dated Kingston, 6 June 1814 

Burlington, etç. 

4,583 perso~s 

3,780 
133 
622 

66 
5~ 

7,458 
2,510 
6,296 

263,312 

.. 

Barrels of flour 
" of biscuit 
" of pork 
" of salt' 

Bubhels of corh 
Gallons 

" 
Pounds 

" 

of Rum 
of Whisky 
of oats 
of bay 

York, etc. 

1,368 radons 

196 
13,440 

42 
25 

1,586 
89,600 

61 

Barrels of flour 
Pounds of biscuit' 
Barrels of park 
Barrels of salt" 
Gallons of rum 
Pounds of hay 
Head of eattle 

~ 

500 Barrels f10ur 
purchased sinee 
~ 

16 May 1814 

/ -

/ 

Niagara Frontier 

2,765 rations 

779 ~arrels of flour 
472 " of park 

18 Bushels of pease 
) " 460 Pounds of rice 

,66~ Barrels of" SaI t 
6,407 Gallons of rum 

257,600 Pounds of hay 
130 Head of eattle 

Forwarded ta the Niagara 
Frontier anQ Yor~ 

1,020 Barrels of park 
1,888 Gallons of rum 
5,570 Pounds of rice J 

-. 

Flour, including the quantities at 
the several mi1ls, will supply the 

·Right Division to the 16 qetober 
next. 
Park'. ta 22 August. 

, Cattle, for 14 daye, which will 
extend the supply of meat to 
5 J September next. 

r 

.ft 

1U 

.. 
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On 9 May there were at Bür1ingtôo_ 
a'nit' surrounding mi11s a~d stores ----= --~--.- . . . . 

, . -

Craoks Smith 
GraIid River 
Richard Hatt's 
Fort Nia~ra 

'. Fort; George 
Saint David's 

Mi11s 

Chipp.awa an'd depend~ncies 
Between Niagara and Bur1ington 

\; 

. . 

. 
Total 

(From P.A.C., R.G. 8, C 683, pp. 262-263) . 

• l ' 

J 

, 1 

f 
, 

'\ ( 

./ 

2 

( ... 
1\ 
, \ 
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Flour B,arre1!j! 
2,536 

. 
f:.I 

1,200 
1,416 

100 
'.t95 
154 
102 • 
366 
700 1: . . ' 

6,769 

p 
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APPENDIX XXVII 

Commissariat Problems at Amherstburg 
1813 

At Amherstburg the scarcity of local provisions and the 

313 

presence of large numbers of Indiana made the Commissariat's duties 

'particularly difficult. Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General Robert 

Gilmor's letters concerning the situation which developed there in 

the summer and fall of 1813 illustrate vividly the difficulties 
./ 

which commissariat officers had'to cope with in the Canadas. Th' 

first 0.0 ~etters were writlen w~ile Gilmor was at Amherstbur~nd 
were sent to Deputy Gommissary-Genera1 Couche who was then "th 

Vincent's forces on the Niagara. The last letter was writ~n at 

Montreal in De cemb er ,1813 and sent as • report to commi •• ~-Gener.l 
Robinson. " 

R. Gilmor ta E. Couche 
Amherstburg, 6 August 1813 
(Cruikshank, Documentary History, Il, pp. 317-318) 

Your letters of the 26th ultimo, with two thousand peunds 
currency in army bills, were dèlivered to me by Mr. Charles 
Askin on the 29th. 

1 
l am extremely happy to find that l may expect liberal 

supplies of flour from Long Point, the more so as the two. 
principal mills (McGregor's and Arnold's*) are not now going 
- the dams are broke, and 1 am informed i t is more than 

. probable will not be prepared and ~illed vith water till late 
'in the fall; thus the wheat on hand and that now cutting in 
this district will be of little immediate service to me for 
want of mills to grind it. The wtndmtlls at this season of 
tbe year do very little service. 

lJ 

f 

*Tbe former was burnt by the Indians in the skirmish of the 
4th October at the Porka, the latter on tbe '5th October. 

, 
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l have been abundantly supplied with cattle for some time 
~ past, though my issues have averaged about 17 per diem,- but 

shou1d the Indians remain with us, and in addition to th~ 
quanti~ies of meat, etc., issued by me continue their wanton 
and extensive depredations on cattle of aIl descriptions, a 
short period will put an end to our supplies of this article. 
l have now in my possession, to be sub~itted to Brig. Gen. 
Procter, accounts to near two thousand pounds for working 
oxen, milch cows, sheep, hogs, etc., ki~led by Indians, and 
l presume accounts to at least as much more will be given in 

~ddition thereto. Some of these cattie have been kiiied 
withoqt any meat having been taken from them; in other 
instahces the horna and taii ~eem to have been the cause of 
shooting down,the animal - these being cut off, the carcasa 
is lef~ to the dogs._ In addition to about 14,000 rations per 
day can a new country like this supply sufficient provisions 
for our consumption? The Commissary General cannot expect 
from me any particular accounts of the resources of the 
country under such circumstances. l can only say that for 
2000 men l couid easily supply provisions for six months, in 
conformity to \general orders mentioned in your letter of the 
l8th ult. SidCe then l have been+feeding about 15,000 troops, 
Indiana, etc., from which, l presume, the Commander-in-Chief 
has as littie idea of the provisions required for this post 
as others have of the difficulties to be surmounted by me and 
the immense labor ta be performed, otherwise l can scarcely 
suppose that l should have been so long without mon: ss st­
ance. t have now given up the idea of making up my accounts 
tiii the assistants as required by me are sent. l find such 
difficulties in procuring flour, corn, etc., sufficient to 
feed such hordes of savages, in paying therefor and money to 
do so, finding materiais for aIl departments of the army 
here, that the business of the day is more'than sufficient 
to employ the whoIe of the time of myself and my smalI 
establishment. Hence rot reason for applying for an officer 
of the department to be put over me. l find more expected of 
me than aIl my abilities and zeal can perform - my accounts 
getting in arrears and the miSera~be ospect before me of 
getting ~mbarras8ed beyond the possi i1ity of extraction - of 
perhaps invo1ving myself and my f ly in ruin from getting 
sa involved. l was in hopes hhat as a number of officers of 
the commissariat, superior ta me in rank and-1ikely in 
abilities and practice, had arrived fram England - others 
promoted in this country - that one of them might have been 
sent here to take charge of a district which l consider 
1nferior to none in Canada in point of responsibility and 
commissariat duties. At the same time l shou1d be far from 
wishing more than ~an be asked with propriety or granted 
without ruining my prospects in the departmént after lS 
years' faithful services. 

#/ 
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l am very happy that you are sending me a supply of oats. \ 

ln addition to the 30 barrels mentioned by you l'will require \ 
about 60, provided you can spare so much. l beg to be 
informed what quantity of that article is issued to the 
troops in your district. Brigadier-General Procter requires 
sorne for their horses though l cannot get him to give out a 
general order on that subject. l have to acknowledge your 
let ter of the 24th ult. and beg leave to state that on the 
renewal/hereof l could not pay the accounts of the 41st 
Regimen on account of the paymàster as weIl as the command-
ing officer being'at the'fort of the Rapids. Since their 
return l have been prevented from making payment for want of 
money, a' supply of which l hope to receive on a larger scale 
than hitherto. The escort of dragoons with the 4,000 dollars 
in specie ha& not yet arrived. 

P.S.--I sincerely hope that the transport Mâ~ will soon 
arrive with more flour - l am really out. l have sent 
Mr. Reynolds an~ one of my clerks to Detroit to purchase the 
whole of the flour and corn that they can get in the Michigan 
territory and in the neighborhood of Sandwich. l pay $10 per 
bbl. of 196 lbs. for flour and 7s 6d per bushel for corn. l 
understand that the schooner Ellen is to be sent for pro-
visions to Long Point in a few days. . 

(From Niles' Weekly Register, Baltimore, Md., l5th January, 
1814, Vol. V., pp. 328-329. Said to have been taken in General 
Procter's baggage on 5th October, 1813) 1 

o E. Couche 
, 5 September 1813 

.0. 42/151, p. 152) 

Our Situation here in respect to Provisions is truly 
alarming, the onlJ Flour which l can now obtain is hunted up 
from the Merchants and Farmers in Small Quantities;--this 
Measure can be only expected t aff d us a temporary relief 
for a few days:--I hope ths~ y ent on another drove 
of Cattle, as l have reason to am your last letter, 
and that you will Continue to Send me from time to time~ a 
further supply until we can get a Supply of Irish Pork at 
this place.-our Issues, are now about 1'4 Head of Cattle per 
day, and had we no Corn would be-7000 lbs. of Flour--only 300 

.Bushels of Corn now rèmain in Store, and 40 Barrels of Flour; 

1 
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--And l cannot 'say where more of either Species is to be had. 
\ --1 have not now any Money, except, what l can make or borrow 

--1 hope you will send some by Captain Chambers on his 
return; Specie is of great use in purch~sing provisions and 
l beg that a proportion of 1 and 4 Dollar Army Bills may be 
sent to enab1e me ~o make Small Payments. 

l am completely Worn out with fatigue and Anxiety, and l 
hope you will be soon able to Send me Assistance as before 
Mentioned,--1 intend with the sanction of Major Genl. Procter 
to send two Batteaux from hence to Port Talbot, for Flour on 
Tuesday next:--Captain Barclay thinks that tve Risk will not 
be great, and our Case is desperate. 

R. Gilmor to W. H. Robinson 
Montreal, 3 December 1813 
(P.A.C., w.o. 57/14)' 

On my arrivaI at this Place from Upper Canada l consider 
it my dut y ,to lay before you some circumstances relative to 
the Charge entrusted to me in the District of Amherstburg, 
for Some time prior to the retreat of the Right Division of 
the Army from thence--ti11 the defeat of'that Army by the 
American Forces near Mo ravi an Village. 

The prospect of a want of Provisions for a very 
considerable period before this event took place, was to me a 

'matter of the Utmost concern~y Letters to Depy Comay Genl 
Couche were replete with this Subject--Every possible-step ta 
Secure the whole of the Supplies which could be obtained had 
b~en taken--for 2 Months in the Spring, l fed the 1ndians 
dimost exclusively on Fish--but with aIl the exertions which 
could be made by myself and Assistants, in addition to Agents 
employed by me, Provisions Sufficient for the Supply of the 
Troops, and Indians cquld not be obtained--My Issues were 
then about 14,000 Rations per diem. 

My time being latterly almost entirely devoted to this most 
important object completely prevented me from making up and 
transmitting my Accounts--The few Gentlemen whom l could ge~ 
in that Place to assist in purchasing Provisions made it 
indispensibly necessary for myself, and MY (few) Assistants' 
to be ever on the look out for Provisions. Not only my Zeal 
but my Personal Safety was concerned in getting Provisions 
for the Indiana. l had already been threatened in an ' 
Official manner, by the Western Indians. with being taken tg 
their Camp, and Starved, if l dtd not feed them more bounti­
fully. 
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The American Fleet had severa~es been within a few 
Miles of Amherstburg and ours w~~ ~~a State of blockade-­
A Depôt of Provisions was formed at Long Point but our Ship­
ping being thus shut in our own Port l derived no adva~tage 
from it at that time. l was then reduced to a quantity of 
Fur, not more than Sufficient for two days issue--Under 

se circumstances l was induced to send 5 Batteaux under 
directions of an intelligent daring and' active Man, to 

t Talbot for Flour--He left Amherstburg on the day before 
t last Sailing of our Fleet from thence--It was 3 days 
fter this' that l first experienced what l had so long fore­
een and dreaded--a total want of F1our--for 4 or 5 days l 

had to Substitute Potatoes for Bread in my issues to the 
Troops--The Wheat that remained in the Country could not be 

r 

made into Flour, by reason of the dry, still Weather which " 
left the Mill Dams without Water and gave us litt1e or no 
Service from the few Wind Mi1ls--Wheat was issued to the 
Indians--After the melancho1y disaster of the defeat of our 
Fleet and the Subsequent Order for à retreat was known, l ' 
was supplied with Catt1e from th~ Farmers, who had reso1ved 
to fo110w our Army--On this occasion those People parted with 
the who1e of their Working Oxen and Milch Cows--I had con­
sid~red the Country before ne~ly drained of Beef Cattle. 
The day previous to our actual retreat from Amherstburg the 
five Batteaux, which l had sent to Port Talbut, returned, l 
may say through the Enemy's Victorious fleet with 131 Barrels 
of F10ur--This was a very seasonable Supp1y for our retfeat-
ing Army. As much Bread and Biscuit was baked at AmherstbuFS 
that day and at Sandwich the 3 days we afterwards halted ~ 
there, as cou1d possib1y be done, from which the Anny were 
supplied with their Ration of Bread, till we arrived at 
Dolson's on the River Thames. At this Place Ovens had been 
previously built, and no want of Provisidns, worth mentiorting, 
was experienced during the Retreat. 

On the day of the Action l had about 170 Head of Catt1e 
which l had sent 6 Miles Above the Mo ravi an Village (about 9 
Miles from the Batt1e Ground) They were in charge of a Capt 
of Mi1itia, who l had employed as an Agent for purchases, he 
had then a sufficient number of Herds and Drivers under his 
Or4ers. On hearing of the Battle he immediately put them iq 
Motion and had got them~ufficient1y advanced to have saved 
them had it not been for the univers al panic which seemed to 
have seized on every person, belonging to our defeated A~y, 
who had escaped--I was then in the rear of most of those.who 
had fled, and on coming up with the Cattle found that ~o of 
the Drivers ooly remained with them, and the Cattle mu~h 
Scattered in the Woods, by the Multitude of flying Indi~~ 
who a1most filled up the Raad for a very considerable dis­
tance--I used every me ans to get more Drivers, and to 
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encourage those then with them to continue their exertions, 
but an alam of a Party of the Enemy's Cavalry being very 
near prevented me from getting any more assistance-and 
frigh tened away the two Men which to that time had remained 
on this dut y • 

l had Sometime before our retreat sent a part of my 
Accounts to Depy Cornay Genl Couche the remainder of my ~apers 
were put into a Waggon,with four good Horses the day before 
the Action, and a confidential Person sent in charge thereof 
-This Waggon was nearly out of danger, when by (as l 
suppose) the fright of the Driver on seeing the f1i~ht of the 
part of our Army which had escaped, it was overset and part 
of the contents pillaged (immediately) by our ~ Indians-­
The Person in charge saved the greatest part of my Cash 
Accounts--those lost were the Provision and Store Accounts, 
and some Cash Vouchers which were in Charge of Depy Asst 
Comsy Genl Reynolds--My Account Current Book, an open Pay 
List for Beef & Flour--Receipts for payments made to the 
Engineers Dept. etc. 

The whole of my personal Baggage was in this Waggon and 
was lost. 

, 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLIOGRAPHY 

The most important source of materia1 on the 10gistica1 

problems encountered by the British forces during the Canadian War of 
, r 

1812 is contained in records preserved at the publirrchives of, 

Canada, at Ottawa. References to factors affecting supp1y and 

movement are scattered throughout the "c" series (Record Group 8, 

records of the British mi1itary and naval forces in 'Canada), but 

particu1ar attention must be directed to the correspondence relating 

to the affairs of the Connnissariat Department in volumes C 114 to 

\ 
C ~ Volumes C 114 and C 115 provide information on contracts, 

finance, departmental prob1ems and organization in the Canadas during 

t~e two years iDDIlediately preceding the outbreak of war. The war ' 

years are covered in volumes C 116 to C 118 tetters touching on 

a full g~ut .of subjects from provision and transport prob1ems to 

inter-departnlental disputes and fiscal lllattèrs. Correspondence 

contained in volumes C 119 (January to Jun~ 1815) and C 120 (Ju1y to 

December 1815) is a1so of int;erest because of the light it sheds on 

the Commissariat' s relations with the local inhabitants of Upper 

Canada, the problems of martial law and the breakdown of the corvée 

systém du~ing the summer of ~815. 

The most detai1ed information on the role of the cœmrli8sarles 

Lower Canada 18 found in volumes C 373 and C 374, 
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entitled Transports. These volumes a1so contain correspondence 

detailing the activities of the Royal Navy's Transport Office at 

Quebec, as weIl as 1etters on corvée problems and the bateau service. 

The general orders found in volumes C 1168 to é 1172 again encompass 

a wide range of topics ari,d include orders relative to ration issues, 

proced~res to be fo11owed by ~he Commissariat, transport and the 

movement of troops. Various resource return~ and orders contained in 
\ 

the militia records of the Claus family (C 1700 ta C 1703) help to 

reveal the nature of agriculture in the upper province, the problem . , 

of transport and also the mi1itia' s role in ascertaining and "qriving" 

the resources of the countryside. 

Correspondence fram Sir Gordon Drummond to Sir George Prevost, 

in volumes C 682 to C 686, forma the basis for a description of , .. the 

difficulties encountered by the British Right Division in \Jpper 

Canada during 18,14, but addi tional 1etters on Drummond' s i>rob1eulà are 

\ -
to be found in CIl18 and C 374. The letterbooks of the military 

1 

secretary providè further information on the conduct of the war, and 
1;; \ ' 

volume C 1222 fNovember 1813 to January 1815) contains Prevost's 
. -

replies to Drummond's letters,found in C 682 to C 686. 

The manuscript materia1/found in the books and boxes of the 

"c" series is -a1so available on microfilm but should be supplemented 

by a study of certain War Office records and Colonial Office papers. 

Copies of these records, in 80 far as they relate ta Canadian matters, 

are also available at the archives. in Ottawa on microfilm or in the 

fom of transcripts (Manuscript Group 12, "B" series). 

\ 
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Undoubted1y the most valuable correspondence in the War Office 
\ 

records consulted, 1s found in W.O. 57, volumes 14 and 15, which 

contain Commissary-General Robinson's letters to the Commissary-in-

Chief in London. These letters are vital to an understanding of the 

p~oblems which Robin~on encountered in Canada and reveal the many 

problems experieneed by the Commissariat in the Canadian Commando 

Volumes 63 and 64 of W.O. 58 contain the Commissarj-in-Chief's 

replies to Robinson's despatches, but are of less interest as much of 

the material is concerned with the technica1 details of administrative 

procedure. Robinson's first set of instructions from the Treasury 

are ta be found in W.O. 62, volume 45. Robinson's instructions, 

alpng with the "Generàl Instructions for an Assistant Commissary-

General," found in the same volume, give a very clear picture of the 

responsibilities and'duties of the Commissariat. 

Sir George Prevost's correspondence with Lord Bathurst, the 

Secretary for War and Colonies, during the war, is found in C.O. 42, 

volumes 147 ta 159, and contains much materia1 bearing on the 

logistical prob1ems of 1812. Prevost's despatches deal with fiscal 

matters, the problems of the militia service, transport and supply, 

but also include 1ists of shipments sent ta the Canadas and vessels 

bound for North America, while the inclusion of monthly returns of 

"Quebec Priees Currentl1 show the progress of wartime inflation on 

market priees. Sir Gor,don Drummond's eorrespondence with Lord 
o 

Bathurst, relative to affairs in Upper Canada dur in. the firet ha If 

of 1814, prior to Drummond'a departure for the Niagara, ia contained 
• • 

in c.a. 42, volumes 355 and 356: 

, .. 
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Manuscript Group 24 con tains some of the private papers and 

records of individuals who served in the war. Cammissary-General 

Robinson's letter on the Platsburg expedition (F 21) contains 

information on the logistical problems encountered in mounting that 

operation and De Gaugreben's account of the Niagara campaign of 1814, 

written in May 1815, and his "Memoir on the Defence of u~ Canada" 

(F 23), provide some interesting reflections on the nature and 
1 

difficulties of warfare along the Canadian frontier. De Gaugreben 
t 

expresses an obvious dislike for General Drummond and both he and 

Colonel Hercules Scott, commander of the l03rd Regiment, criticize 

Drummond's conduct of operations in 1814 (F tS). 

, 

The Map Division of the Public Atchives possesses a number of 
(t 

manuscript maps (as weIl as printed maps) depicting the Canadas 

during the War of 1812. Of particu1ar help in studying Drununond'·s 

1 

campaign on the Niagara is Lieutenant Nesfield's "Map of The Niagara 

District in Upper Canada" (Ho1mden No. 2070) drawn in November 1815. 

The Hardinge Papers, kept by the Rare Book Department in 

McLennan Library at McGill University, Montreal, contain some 
. " 

materials relative to the administration of-the British Army's supply 

services in the early nineteenth century. lncluded are documents on 

the supply of meat and bread for the army and a detailed accountJof 

the Storekeeper-General Department. Most documents and correspondence 

dealing specifically with Canada are of a later date than tlie War of 

1812, but a manuscript map drawn by Assist~t Quartermaster-Genera1 

G. Brock, of the London and Western Districts in 1815 is invaluable. 

-
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Bro«k's map, on a scale of four miles to the infh, depicts the 

settlements, roads and mills located west of Burlington and serves to 

demonstrate clearly the difficulties of supply and movement 

encountered by large forces operating in such an area. Taken 

together with Nesfield's map fram the Public Archives, it serves as 

---./ 
an excellent reference for the operations of the Right Division in 

1814. At present, h~~r, neither Brock's map, nor the other 

documents consulted ip the Hardinge Papers are catalogued, being 

/ 
stored in numbered boxes without reference as to contents. 

William Wood's Select British Documents of the Canadian War 

of 1812 reproduces a good selection of some of the manuscript 

material to at the Public Archives, but 

much or the dealing with the Commissariat is not included. 

Frontier 1812-1 14 uses both American and British correspondence 

but also on sources other than the official military 

corresponde and includes newapaper articles and some documents 
/' 

from pFivate collections. Documents relating to the Invasion of the 

Niagara Peninsula by the United States Army, commanded by General 

Jacob Brown, in July and August, 1814 is particu1ar1y' usefu1 as it 
,1 

covers the 18t4 campaign through thècorrespondence df General Brown. 

Cruikshank's work, however, must be approached ,with caution as many 

documents and letters are not accurately reproduced and where 

possible they should'be checked against tne originals. 

\ 
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The letters of Thomas Ridout, commissioned in Canada as a 

Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General in 1814, appear in Ten Years of 

Upper Canada in Peaee and War, 1805-1815, edited by Matilda Edgar, 

and are particu1arly useful in providing further insight, beyond that 

of the official correspondence, into the aetivities of the Cammis-
p 

sariat in the Canadas. The John Straçhan Letter Book: 1812-1834, 

edited by George W. Spragge, also gives a further commentary on 

events and personaliti~s of the war, though Straehan's opinions are 

not always borne out by evidence in the official ml1itary cor-

respondence preserved in the Public Archives. William Dunlop's 
, 

RecQllections of the Ameriean War 1812-1814 presents an interesting 
J 

and entertaining aeeount of events and experienees on the Niagara in 

1814 but cannot be eonsidered as comp1etely re1iable. Events are 

misplaced chron010gica11y and Dunlop's caustic remarks on his 

superiors are not tempered by a fair eva1uation of the problems 

i~olved, though Dunlop does give a vivld picture of the tremendou8 

effort required to main tain the British forces along the Canadian 

frontier. The Letters of Veritas, written by a Montreal merchant, 

originally appeared in the Montreal aerald in 1815, after Prevost's 

departure for Eng1and, and give another contemporary's opinions and 

commentary on the events of thê war. Like Strachan and Dunlop, the 

opinions expressed are very critical of the Governor's conduct of the 

war, though often misinformed. 

Descriptions of Canadian agriculture and settlement at the 

ttme of the war may-be taken from the many traveller's aeeounts ~d 
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topographicàl descriptions writt~n by contemporaries, though the 

informatipn is not always accurate. MicHael Smith, for ex pIe, in ..... 
A Geo ra hical View of the Province of U er Canada and Pr miscuous 

remarks on the Government. gives a very misleading impres ion of the 

state of that province's manufact~ring capabi1ities in 18 

obviously more fam~liar with the western areas of the pr~vinces, 
1 

where he had lived, than with the eastern districts. sfme additional 

commentary on the war ls also ta be found in such authors as Bouchette, 

Stuart, and of course, Smith, who was writing from the United States 

in 1813. Newspapers such as the Montreal Hera1d yie1d various bits 

of information on troop movements, the occasional letter by 

correspondents at the front, and list the arrivaI of ships at Quebec, 

along with their time in passage. 

Among the secondary source materials, C. P. Stacey, in his 

article. entitled "Another Look at the Battle of Lake Erie;" shows 
\ 

clear1y the effect of logis tics on the outcom~ of operations a~d 

while good general histories of the war must inevitably touch on 

logistical matters, the emphasis id usually placed~elsewhere and the 

full impact of supply and movement problems is not completely 

apprecia ted. 'l'wo aIder wo'rks, both by Ame~ican his torians, Mahan and 

" 
Adams, remain excellent accounts and ones which do give consideration 

to the general prob1ems of logis tics and s tratef! • More recent 

histories worthy of n~te are Regina1d Horsman's ~r 
of <1.812 r~ 

J. Mackay Hitsman's The Inc.redible War of 1812. 

, , 
\ 

Î" 
,. 

1 
• p ,; 

~ .. /' 1 
/ , "-

1 

,) 



.1 

326 

Horsman has wri~ten one of the best balanced histories of the 

war, covering the military and naval aspects both on the Canadian 
, 

frontier and elsewhere. Hi_sman's history focuses on the British 

side of the struggle in Canada and takes due note of the strategie 

and logistical problems involved. Both he and Horsman make reference ~ 

\ 

to such internaI problems as finance, dis affection and the militia 

service, but the Commissariat itself receives only a mention. 

Problems such as the provision of manpower for t&e bateau service, of 

1an4 transport and à study of Canadian agricultural resources are not 

dealt with, while the role of the Army Bill and the imposition of 

martial law are not' covered in q,ny depth • 

. 
The problems of martial law and disaffection in Upper Canada 

have_been more thortughly dealt with in'articles by William M. Weekes . . 

and Earnest A. Cruikshank, but these studies are not exhaustive. 

Morris Zaslow and W. B. Turn~r have co11ected and edited a number of 

useful articles from various sources which deal with ~~ferent aspects , , 

of the war, but they are not a11 of the' s ame q uali ty • Philip P. 

Maso~'s After Tippecanoe: Some Aspects of the War of 1812 provides a 

'" ' number of specialized studies of the war, inc1uding contributions by 

such historians as C. P. Stacey, G. Stanley and R. Horsman. None of 
.-

these studies, however, deals specifica11y with the problems of 

logistics or the Commissariat. 

Th~re ar~ many worka whi~h'cover the genera1 aspects of 

Canadian economics in the ear1y nineteenth century, but two articles 
<7 

by R. L. Jones, ''History of' Agriculture in Ontario, 1613-1880" and 

, , 
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"Agriculture in Lower Canada, 1792-1815" are particu1arly usefu1 for 

their information on ear1y nineteenth c~ntury agriculture in Canada. 

Fernand Ouellet's Histoire Economique et Sociale du Québec 1760-1850 
, 

is a1so of value for its discussion of agricu1tura1 problems in Lower 

Canada during the war and for its evaluation of the_success of the 

Army Bill and the attitude of Lower Canadians towards the governm~nt 

and the war. 

For the general administration and otganization of the British 

army, inc1uding reference to ~he Commissariat, S. G. P. Ward's l 

Wel1ington's Headguarters and Richard Glover's Peninsular Prèparation 

are particularly good. Ward presents a detailed picture of the 

organization and problems encountered by the Çpmmissariat daring 

the Peninsular'War and is ,especially useful for the comparison it 

offers with Commissariat operations in the Canadas. Glover has - , 

devoted two special appendices to the Commissariat and its duties and 

cres · rare work written by Havilland LeMes,rier, which appeared at 

t e end of the~elghteenth century • De Fonblanque' s Treatise on the 
\ 

Administration and Organization of the Bri tish Army gives a brief 

history of the British Commissariat, offering sorne remarks on the 

systems used by ~el1ington and Napoleon, though much of this work' 

dea1s specifically with the organization of supply services as they 

existed just after the Crimean War. 
Q 

C10de's Hilitary Forces of the Crowo; their Administration and 

• 
Government is a standard refe~ence and gives further detai1s on the 

Commissariat. The OrganizatioD ?f the British Army in the American 
'. 
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Revolution by Edward Curtis st~ie~ the operatlon of the British 

Army's supp1y services at an ear1ier date and is usefu1 for the 
o 

contraste that may be drawn between the arrangements o~'1775 and the 
1 l , 

\ 

. improvements which had been made by 1812. American 10gistical 

prob1ems 

Army, 17 5-1939, whicq also detai1s the organization of the American 

army's supp1y arrangements as they exieted in 1812. ~ 
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