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THE OPERATION OF THE $$TH INFANl!RY DIVISION 
I N  THE PO VALLEY CAMPAIGN 15 APRIL-2 MAY 1945 

(PO VALLEY CAMPAIGN) 
(Personal  Experience o f  a  Division G-4) 

INTRODUCTION 

This monograph covers the  opera t ions  of t h e  88th I n f a n t r y  

Divis ion i n  t h e  breakthrough of t h e  German winter  l i n e  i n  t h e  

~ ~ ~ e n i n i  Mountains j u s t  south of Bologna, and the  Po Valley 

e x p l o i t a t i o n  dur ing  t h e  Po Valley Campaign 1 5  Apr i l  t o  2  May ' 

1945. 

I n  order  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  properly understand and 

evalua te  t h i s  opera t ion  it i s  necessary t h a t  he have some 

knowledge of  p a s t  events  leading  up t o  t h i s  offensive.  

The 88th Divis ion was an a l l - s e l e c t i v e  s e r v i c e  d i v i s i o n  

and, a s  such, was t h e  f irst  t o  be used a g a i n s t  t h e  enemies of 

t h e  Al l i e s .  A l a r g e  percentage of i t s  o f f i c e r s  were O f f i c e r  
d 

Candidate School graduates.  Af ter  its t r a i n i n g  a% Oklahoma 

and Louisiana, it was shipped overseas  t o  Afr ica ,  thence t o  

I t a l y .  The d i v i s i o n  a s  a whole received i t s  i n i t i a l  indoc t r i -  

na t ion  t o  combat i n  a defensive s e c t o r  a long t h e  Garigl iano 

River,  west of Cassino, between 5 March and 10 May 1944. On 

11 May 1944 a t  2300 hours it took p a r t  i n  t h e  main F i f t h  Army 

offensive.  During t h i s  of fens ive  t h e  Gustav Line was broken; 

junct ion of  F i f t h  Army's main f r o n t  and the  Anzio Beachhead 

occurred; Rome f e l l ;  and t h e  Gothic Line was smashed. 

The o f fens ive  r o l l e d  t o  w i t h i n  nine mi les  of Bologna 

where the  whole F i f t h  Army bogged down. Due t o  r a i n  and neavy 

t r a f f i c  t h e  bottom f e l l  out  of a l l  road n e t s  within t h e  Army's 

zone; t roop  u n i t s  were i n  extremely poor condi t ion t o  c a r r y  

t h e  of fens ive  i n t o  t h e  Po Valley; Army supply po in t s  could not 

move up wi th in  a  reasonable support ing d,istance of f r o n t  l i n e  
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d i v i s i o n s ;  no replacements were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  now under- 

s t r eng th  d i v i s i o n s ;  and t h e  Army's r i g h t  f l a n k  w a s  exposed 

f o r  approximately twenty miles. (1 )  The d i v i s i o n s  on t h e  

f r o n t  l i n e  used mule t r a i n s  t o  accomplish supply and evacuation 

t o  subordinate  uni t s .  Supply and evacuation t r a i l s  became 

impassable t o  the  mule t r a i n s  as t h e  weight of t h e  mules forced 

the  animals t o  go b e l l y  deep i n  mud. The animals would then 

have t o  be destroyed a f t e r  t h e  loads were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  o the r  

mules. 

About twelve (12)  miles  south of Bologna t h e  349th In fan t ry  

had taken M t .  Grande, which was t h e  most c r i t i c a l  t e r r a i n  

f e a t u r e  along t h e  F i f t h  Army's f r o n t .  ( 2 )  This point  a f forded 

t h e  holder  observat ion on a l l  t e r r a i n  wi th in  twenty mi les ,  

including the  c i t y  of Bologna. This t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e  was 

d i f f i c u l t  to take  and extremely d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e t a i n  s i n c e  it 

afforded the  enemy d i r e c t  observat ion on our zone of ac t ion .  

Late i n  October 1944, o rde r s  were received from I1 Corps 

t o  "hold uprr a d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  prepared t o  t ake  up a defensive 

pos i t ion .  ( 3 )  

The 88th Divis ion was r e l i e v e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t o r  by t roops  

from t h e  B r i t i s h  Eighth Army. This s h i f t  i n  t roops  w a s  brought 

about  by a change i n  the  boundary between the  Eighth  and F i f t h  

Armies. (4)  The d i v i s i o n  was t h e n  ordered t o  Montecatini-Terme 

f o r  a t e n  (10) day r e s t  period. ( 5 )  

THE GENERAL SITUATION 

The winter  l i n e  r a n  genera l ly  nor theas t  from -Massa on t h e  

Ligurign Sea t o  Ravenna on the A d r i a t i c  Sea. (See Map A) The - 
F i f t h  Army l e f t  f l a n k  w a s  hinged on t h e  Ligurian Sea a t  Massa - 
(1 )  A-2 21; (2)  Personal  knowledge; ( 3 )  A-7 p. $0; (4)  Pres. 
Know; (53'8-4 p. 162. 
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with t h e  r i g h t  f l a n k  i n  t h e  Appenines about twelve miles south 

o f  Bologna. A t  t h i s  po in t  t h e  B r i t i s h  Eighth Army took up. 

The F i f t h  Army's l e f t  f l a n k  was n o t  a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  enemy 

but  r a t h e r  followed up t h e  enemy withdrawal, keeping p res su re  

on him i n  so doing. (6) Th i s  al lowed the  enemy t o  man h i s  

, defenses  i n  t h i s  s e c t o r  wi th  a minimum of  uni t s .  (7) The 

r i g h t  f l a n k  of t h e  I1 Corps zone of a c t i o n  was opposed by 

nine (9) German Divis ions,  none of  which were a t  f u l l  s t r e n g t h .  

8 )  These d i v i s i o n s  had t h e  primary mission t o  occupy the  

prepared p o s i t i o n s  south of  Bologna and s t o p  t h e  F i f t h  Amy's 

t h r e a t  which was d i r e c t e d  a t  en te r ing  t h e  Po Valley. During 

t h e  fol lowing months t h e  de fenses  i n  t h i s  s e c t o r  were b u i l t  

up considerably.  (9)  

Both f r i e n d l y  ant1 enemy p a t r o l s  were a c t i v e  d u r i n g  the  

cold win te r  months t h a t  followed. (10)  The p a t r o l s  suppl ied  

a s t eady  stream of information,  such as i d e n t i f i c a t i p n  of  

u n i t s ,  l o c a t i o n s  of s t rongpo in t s ,  mine f i e l d s  and capture  of 

many p r i sone r s  o f  war. (11) 

A i r  reconnaissance r e p o r t s  and a e r i a l  photographs t o l d  

us  t h a t  the Germans were prepared t o  f i g h t  t o  a f i n i s h  south 

o f  Bologna, and t h a t  p o s i t i o n s  had been prepared along t h e  P a  

K v e r  and Adige River  l i n e  t o  a l low t h e  enemy t w o  succeeding 
-- - 

l i n e s  on which they  could f a l l  back when the  A l l i e s  decided t o  

a t t a c k .  (12) 

I n  o r d e r  t o  improve t h e  p o s i t i o n s  a long t h e  F i f t h  Army 

f r o n t  t h e  r e c e n t l y  a r r i v e d  10th  Mountain Div is ion  w a s  ordered 

t o  a t t a c k  and cap tu re  M t .  Belvedere,  a key f e a t u r e  which 

dominated Highway 64 t o  Bologna and the  surrounding area.  

( U )  This  a c t i o n  took p lace  i n  February. 
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PLANS FOR THE ATTACK 

The sp r ing  of fens ive  was designed t o  des t roy  t h e  Axis 

Armies i n  I t a l y .  Lines of a c t i o n  were l imi ted  t o  the  15 th  

Army Group. There were t h r e e  r o u t e s  of communication t o  the  

Po Valley - Highways 12, 64. and 65. The American F i f t h  Army - 
was i n  a pos i t ion  t o  open up a l l  t h r e e  rou tes  of communications 

t o  t h e  Po Valley. It was decided t h a t  it would make t h e  main 

e f f o r t .  (U+) The a t t a c k  was divided i n t o  t h r e e  phases. Phase 

I was f o r  t h e  Eighth Army t o  capture B s a  and Budrio and - 
a t t a c k  northwest i n  order  t o  i s o l a t e  Bologna, while t h e  F i f t h  

Army was t o  debounce i n t o  t h e  Po Valley v i a  Highways 64 and 65 

and e i t h e r  i s o l a t e  o r  capture  t h e  City of Bologna. Phase 11 

w a s  t o  e n c i r c l e  and des t roy  a l l  enemy f o r c e s  south of the  Po 

River. Phase I11 w a s  t o  c r o s s  t h e  Po River,  capture Verona - 
and des t roy  the  A ~ F P  River  l i n e  defenses. (15) 

The F i f t h  Army's plan of  a t t a c k  w a s  t o  a t t a c k  with I1 and 

I V  Corps abreas t .  However, i n  o rde r  t o  ob ta in  f u l l  support  

from t h e  A i r  Forces they would n o t  both a t t a c k  simultaneously. 

The I V  Corps would a t t a c k  wi th  the 1st Braz i l i an  Divis ion,  1st 

Armored and 10th  Mountain Divis ion abreas t .  The B r a z i l i a n  

Division having the  mission of securing I V  Corps l e f t  f lank.  

(16) The I1 Corps was to jump o f f  twenty-four t o  for ty-e ight  

hours a f t e r  I V  Corps, with t h e  6th South African Armored, 88th,  

9 l s t ,  and 34th In fan t ry  Divis ions ab reas t  and was t o  make t h e  

main e f f o r t .  (17) 

A scramble plan w a s  put i n t o  e f f e c t  on 1 A p r i l  1945 i n  

o rde r  t o  deceive t h e  enemy. The plan w a s  t o  give t h e  enemy 

t h e  impression t h a t  I1 Corps with the 85th and 88th Divis ions 

was moving t o  t h e  Eighth Army s e c t o r  and t h a t  I V  Corps had 

t a k e n  over t h e  F i f t h  Army f r o n t .  (18) I n  conformance with 

(U) A-9 p. 9. (15) A-3 . 18; (16) 8-5 p. 24; (17) Persona$ 
knowledge; (18) A-3 p. 29. 
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t h i s  plan the 85th and 83th Divis ions were blacked ou t ;  t h a t  

i s ,  a l l  ins ign ia  and veh icu la r  markings were removed. A t  t h i s  

time both d i v i s i o n s  were i n  r e se rve ,  the  85th i n  Army rese rve  

and the 88th i n  I1 Corps r e se rve .  (19) 

THE DIVISION SITUATION 

Ear ly  i n  March t h e  88th Divis ion was ordered t o  a r e s t ,  

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  a rea  nea r  Florence. (20) While 

i n  t h i s  a r e a  a s t renuous t r a i n i n g  program was undertaken; re- 

placements received t o  b r i n g  the  d i v i s i o n  t o  f u l l  s t r e n g t h  

p lus  t e n  per  cen t ;  veh ic les  and equipment were exchanged and 

r e h a b i l i t a t e d ;  and a r t i l l e r y  u n i t s  went t o  c a l i b r a t i o n  areas .  

(20)  On 1 A p r i l  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was blacked out and u n i t s  of  the  

d i v i s i o n  were ordered t o  move t o  var ious  l o c a t i o n s  along t h e  

Al l i ed  l i n e s  i n  compliance with t h e  Army decept ive plan. Radio 

s t a t i o n s  of the  d i v i a i o n  were closed down i n  the  Florence a r e a ,  

moved with t roop  u n i t s ,  and s e t  up using dummy t r a f f i c .  On 5 
,-,) & ,  < + 3 

A p r i l  t h e  d i v i s i o n  moved t o  its assigned zoneand by 10 Apr i l  

had completely closed i n t o  i t s  s e c t o r  west of Highway 65. This 

move took place under cover of darkness under a screen provided 

by t h e  9 l s t  and 34th Divisions.  (21) 

The 9 l s t  Divis ion was on t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  88th and t h e  6th 

South African Armored Divis ion on the  l e f t .  (22) 

The t e r r a i n  t o  t h e  f r o n t  of the  d i v i s i o n  was extremely 

d i f f i c u l t .  Furco l i  Ridge, Monterumici, and Mount b r i o  l a y  i n  - 
i ts s e c t o r  which were t h r e e  of t h e  s t r o n g e s t  f o r t i f i e d  p o s i t i o n s  

along t h e  l i n e  and they  blocked Highway 65. (23) These f e a t u r e s  

were defended by t h e  German 8 t h  Mountain Divis ion along with M t .  

Sole i n  the  6 th  SA Armored Divis ions zone on t h e  l e f t ,  and M t .  

(19) A-3  p. 26; (20) .Personal knowledge; (21) A-4 p. 191; (22) 
A-4 9. 191; (23) A-3 p. 67 
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Adone i n  the  9 l s t  Divis ion s e c t o r  on t h e  r igh t .  (24) 

THE DIVISION PLAN FOR ATTACK 

The d i v i s i o n  s e c t o r  w a s  occupied by t h e  349th I n f a n t r y  on 

t h e  l e f t  and 350th In fan t ry  on t h e  r i g h t  with each regiment 

having a t t ached  one re inforced  4.2 mortar platoon of t h e  100th 

Chemical Mortar Ba t t a l ion  and supported by one platoon of "A" 

Company, 432nd AAA AW Bat ta l ion .  Company "C", 757th Tank 

B a t t a l i o n ,  l e s s  one platoon and one platoon of 804th Tank 

Destroyer Ba t t a l ion  were a t t ached  t o  t h e  349th Infant ry .  The 

remaining platoon of tanks  and Company " C w ,  804th Tank Destroyer 

Ba t t a l ion  ( - 1  were a t t ached  t o  the  349th Infant ry .  The reserve  

u n i t  was the  351st In fan t ry .  (25)  (See Map B)  

The two f r o n t - l i n e  regiments were t o  a t t a c k  a b r e a s t  with 

t h e  349th Infant ry  having as t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e  Furcol i  Ridge, 

thence along t h e  r idge  t o  the  s lopes  of Monterumici. The 

350th I n f a n t r y ' s  o b j e c t i v e  was Mounterumici and was t o  support  

by f i r e  from t h e  south t h e  9 l s t  Divis ion ' s  a t t a c k  on M t .  Adone. 

Af te r  t h e  capture of K t .  Adone, t h e  350th In fan t ry  was t o  

r e l i e v e  the  9 l s t  Divis ion on t h e i r  object ive.  (26) When the  

349th and 350th I n f a n t r y  had taken t h e i r  ob jec t ives  and had 

r e l i e v e d  t h e  9 l s t  Divis ion on M t .  Adone, t h e  350th I n f a n t r y  

w a s  t o  a t t a c k  north and t ake  M t .  Mario and i n  so doing would 

squeeze out t h e  349th Infant ry .  The 88th Divis ion was t o  

swing l e f t  and pinch out t h e  6th SA Armored Divis ion which 

would t h e n  r e v e r t  t o  Army reserve.  The 6 t h  SA Armored Divis ion 

would be r e l i e v e d  by two regiments of the  88th Division. (27) 

 his was planned i n  order  t o  have t h e  armored d i v i s i o n  t o  

e x p l o i t  t h e  breakthrough once a foothold  had been taken on 

the  Po Valley. (281, 

(24) Personal knowledge; (25) A-3 p. 67; (26) Personal knowledge; 
(27) A-5 p. 34; (28) Personal knowledge. 
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Two phase l i n e s  were s e t  by I1 Corps. The Brown phase 

l i n e  was the squeeze-out of  the  349th In fan t ry  and t h e  Black 

phase l i n e  was s e t  a t  Praduro where t h e  6 t h  SA Armored 

Divis ion would r e v e r t  t o  Army reserve.  (29) (See Map C) 

A r t i l l e r y  and air support  were planned. A i r  support  was 

t o  knock out enemy s t rong p o i n t s  i n  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  enemy 

pos i t ions ;  however, t h e r e  would be no a r t i l l e r y  prepara t ion  

i n  order  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  secrecy  a s  t o  t h e  time of a t t ack .  (30)  

THE ATTACK 

On t h e  night  of 14-15 A p r i l  the  screening f o r c e  from the  

91st and 34th Divisions was r e l i e v e d  by t roops  of t h e  88th 

Division. (31) A l l  day of 15 A p r i l  was q u i e t  except f o r  l a s t  

minute prepara t ions  and t h e  A i r  Corps which f l ew many pre- 

planned missions along Highway 64 and 65. (32) /Rover Pe te ,  

t h e  c lose  support  dive bomber, was extremely a c t i v e  all day 

' long.) Late i n  t h e  af ternoon N t .  Sole  i n  the  6th SA Armored 

Division1 s zone was given a thorough going over. (33) 

A t  2230, 15  A p r i l  t he  349th and 350th In fan t ry  jumped 

o f f ,  supported by t h e  Divis ion and Corps A r t i l l e r y .  (341 

Although t h e  Armored Divis ion had success  i n  capturing W t .  

Sole on the  l e f t ,  n e i t h e r  the  88th nor t h e  9 l s t  Divis ion on 

t h e  r i g h t  encountered much success ,  but  r a t h e r  were pinned 

down a t  every movement. Consequently, a t  daybreak both 

d i v i s i o n s  were caught out i n  t h e  open with the  enemy having 

d i r e c t  observat ion on t h e i r  pos i t ions .  (35) Elements of 

t h e  3l+9th I n f a n t r y  had been i n  Furco l i  but  found it untenable 

due t o  f i r e  from t h e  caves above. A t  0760 however, the  349th 

I n f a n t r y  had one company i n  t h e  Furco l i  a rea  moving eastward. 

(36) 

(29) A-5 p. 34; (30) Personal knowledge; (31) A - 4  p. 192. (32) 
A-4 p. 192; (33) A-3 p. 66; (34) Personal knowledge; (351 
Personal  knowledge; (36) A-3 p. 69. 
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The 350th I n f a n t r y  a t t acked  toward Monterumici with one 

b a t t a l i o n  and t h e  2d Ba t t a l ion  moved t o  within support ing 

d i s t ance  of M t .  Adone. A t  daybreak t h e  regiment had some 

troops on t h e  saddle nor th  of Monterumici but  were held down 

due t o  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  gist Divis ion t o  take M t .  Adone. 

(37) 

During dayl ight  hours ,  16 Apr i l ,  both regiments did t h e i r  

absolu te  b e s t  t o  accomplish t h e i r  r e spec t ive  missions with 

l i t t l e  success. The 349th I n f a n t r y  had elements of t h r e e  

companies a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes on t h e  r idge  nor theas t  of Furco l i  

but  were r epe l l ed  on each occasion, s u f f e r i n g  heavy c a s u a l t i e s  

and elements were surrounded and taken pr isoner .  The 350th 

I n f a n t r y  succeeded i n  g e t t i n g  one b a t t a l i o n  on the  forward 

s l o p e s  of the r i d g e  southwest of M t .  Adone and four  companies 

of one b a t t a l i o n  up a g a i n s t  t h e  defenses of Monterumici. Late 

i n  the  af te rnoon both regiments he lp  up temporari ly  i n  order  

t o  reorganize.  (38) During t h e  day t a n k s  and tank des t royer  

u n i t s  had been l i t e r a l l y  pouring round a f t e r  round i n t o  t h e  

caves of  Montermuici. After  t h e i r  f i r e s  would l i f t ,  i n f a n t r y  

would make another  a s s a u l t ,  but  t h e  Germans would again  man 

t h e i r  weapons t o  r e p e l 1  the  a t tack .  (39) 

Throughout the  night  of  16-l7 A p r i l  a s s a u l t  a f t e r  a s s a u l t  

moved forward, each time t r y i n g  t o  take t h e  ob jec t ives  from a 

d i f f e r e n t  d i rec t ion .  Both regiments used maneuvering elements, 

however l i t t l e  ga in  w a s  made i n  t h e  Divis ion sec to r .  Each 

a s s a u l t  d i d  manage t o  reduce some of the  enemy s t rongpoints  

and i n f l i c t  c a s u a l t i e s  which t h e  enemy could not  very we l l  

a f ford .  (40) Shor t ly  a f t e r  daybreak t h e  350th I n f a n t r y  

reported t h a t  t h e  1st Ba t t a l ion  had taken the  small town of 

( 3 7 )  A-3 p. 69; (38) Personal knowledge; (39) Personal knowledge; 
( 1+0) Per so n a l  knowledge . 
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? ; 
,.( ,.. D i  gopra_. La te r  t hey  r epor t ed  t h a t  one company was i n  t h e  , I , .  
4 

<.$' 
A : 
I cemetery beyond which was t h e  key enemy pos i t ion .  It was i n  ji: 

t h e  cemetery t h a t  t h e  major po r t ion  of G Company, 350th I n f a n t r y  
, ,d . -7 : ,\ 

\I w a s  taken  p r i sone r  dur ing t h e  n ight .  (41) A t  0910 t h e  350th 

I n f a n t r y  had four companies dug i n  on t o p  of  Monterumici a f t e r  

t h i r t y - s i x  (36) hours of con t inua l ly  hard f i g h t i n g .  Thei r  

p o s i t i o n  now was e x c e l l e n t  f o r  support ing t h e  9 l s t  Div is ion  

i n  t h e i r  miss ion t o  t a k e  M t .  Adone although t h e  Germans had 

d i r e c t  observa t ion  on t h e  p s i t i o n s .  (42) 

The 349th I n f a n t r y  had p r a c t i c a l l y  no success  dur ing  17 

Apri l .  A t  dusk t h e  regiment w a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  i n  the  same 

p o s i t i o n s  as it held i n  t h e  e a r l y  morning wi th  minor except ions.  

(43) The 88th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop was a t t ached  t o  

t h e  349th I n f a n t r y  and a t  180300 Apr i l ,  r e l i e v e d  t h e  3d 

Bat ta l ion .  (44) The 3d B a t t a l i o n  had been employed on t h e  

l e f t  po r t ion  of t h e  reg imenta l  s e c t o r  with  l i t t l e  success  

gained toward i t s  objec t ive .  (45) A t  daybreak t h e  3d B a t t a l i o n  

passed through t h e  1st B a t t a l i o n  and a t  about 0955 r epor t ed  

t h e  cap tu re  of H i t 1  427. (46) H i l l  427 was an enemy st rong-  
, 

po in t  about  midway between Furco l i  and Monterumici. (47) 

The capture  of H i l l  427 s t a b i l i z e d  t h e  d i v i s i o n ' s  f r o n t  l i n e s .  

The s e c t o r ,  being secure ,  a s s i s t e d  t h e  91st Divis ion t o  t a k e  

M t .  Adone which f e l l  a t  181000 Apr i l .  (48) The German 

defenses  south  of Bologna had begun t o  crumble a f t e r  a constant  

pounding by a r t i l l e r y ,  a i r  support  and t h e  incessan t  a s s a u l t s  

of i n f a n t r y  troops.  

The s t rongpo in t s ,  M t .  So le ,  F u r c o l i ,  Monterumici , and M t .  

Adone, i n  t h e  I1 Corps s e c t o r ,  a l l  had been taken.  

(41) A-4 p. 194. (42) Personal  knowledge; (43) A-3 p. 71; (44) 
A-4  P. 195; (45j  8-3 p. 70; (46 )  A - 4  p. 195; (47)  Personal  
knowledge ; (46) Personal  knowledge. 
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The M t .  Adone h i l l  mass, being t h e  l a s t  and most important t o  

the s e c u r i t y  of t h e  zone of a c t i o n  of  t h e  88th Div is ion ,  allowed 

t h e  two f r o n t - l i n e  regiments t o  move more r ap id ly .  (49) 

Res is tance  amounted t o  l i t t l e  more than r e a r  guard a c t i o n .  (50) 

The 1 0 t h  Mountain Div is ion  i n  t h e  I V  Corps s e c t o r  t o  t h e  

west of Highway 64 had met with a g r e a t  d e a l  of success  and 

had penet ra ted  t h e  enemy l i n e s .  This  breakthrough had reached 

such a propor t ion  t h a t  t h e  85th I n f a n t r y  Div is ion  which was i n  

F i f t h  Army re se rve  was r e l e a s e d  t o  I V  Corps and i n  t u r n  committed 

on 18 A p r i l  on t h e  Corps r i g h t  f l ank .  (51) 

I1 Corps, d e s i r i n g  t o  take  advantage o f  t h e  I V  Corps pene- 

t r a t i o n ,  swung i t s  main e f f o r t  t o  t h e  l e f t  a long t h e  boundary, 

r a t h e r  than  cont inue up a s t r i d e  Highway 65. (52) 

SHIFT OF EFFORT 

A t  181025 A p r i l ,  twenty-five (25) minutes a f t e r  t h e  break- 

through of  the  de fenses  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  corps  s e c t o r ,  I1 Corps 

\ ' 
ordered the  88th Div is ion  t o  move t o  a  new zone of  a c t i o n  on 

\\ \ 
t [ t h e  Corpsf l e f t  boundary r a t h e r  than take  over  t h e  6 t h  SA 
9 

Armored Div is ion ' s  s e c t o r  a s  planned. (53) (See Map D )  I n  

o r d e r  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  comply it was necessary t h a t  t h e  

351st  I n f a n t r y ,  i n  r e se rve ,  move immediately t o  t h e  new s e c t o r  

and t h a t  t h e  350th I n f a n t r y  speed up i t s  r e l i e f  of t h e  349th 

I n f a n t r y .  The 350th I n f a n t r y  w a s  t o  go under ope ra t ions1  

c o n t r o l  of t h e  91st Divis ion.  (54) 

The d i v i s i o n ,  ( -1  p lus  a t t ached  t r o o p s ,  moved a c r o s s  t h e  

r e a r  of t h e  6 t h  SA Armored Div is ion  zone, c los ing  i n t o  the  

Vergato a r e a  wi th in  twenty-four hoilrs and resumed t h e  a t t ack .  

(55)  One (1) Quar te rmas ter  t r u c k  company was a t t ached  t o  t h e  

d i v i s i o n  so a s  t o  speed up t h e  move. 
-. 

(49) Personal  knowledge; (50) A-3 p. 71; (51) Personal  knowledge 
Personal  knowledge; (531 A-5  p. 50; (54) Personal  knowledge; 
Personal  knowledge. 
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- The 351st  I n f a n t r y  passed through t h e  338th I n f a n t r y  of 

the  85 th  Div is ion  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  t a k e  over i ts assigned 

sec to r .  (56)  The 351st  I n f a n t r y  i n  conjunct ion with t h e  4/13 ' 
- ,  
' FFR of t h e  6 th  SA Divis ion  planned a coordinated a t t a c k  on &{' /-- 

Lagune Ridge, n o t  knowing t h a t  t h e  337th I n f a n t r y  of t h e  85th 

Div is ion  had taken  t h e  r i d g e  t h e  previous n ight .  The conse- 

quence was a f i r e  f i g h t .  (57) This a c t i o n  was caused by t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e  1 0 t h  Mountain Divis ion,  f a r t h e r  west ,  had gone 

i n t o  the 85th Div is ion ' s  zone and i n  t u r n  t h e  85th  Div is ion  

had gone i n t o  t h e  I1 Corps zone. This  i s  f u r t h e r  explained 

by t h e  confusion t h a t  e x i s t e d  a t  t h e  time. (58) It w a s  

f i n a l l y  co r rec t ed  a f t e r  t h e  agreement was reached t h a t  88th 

Div is ion  u n i t s  would r e l i e v e  i n  p lace  any 85th Div is ion  u n i t  

was overtaken. 

A small  v i l l a g e  about one (1)  mile south o f  Gesso was 
-- .- - 

t he  first r e a l  s i g n  of enemy a c t i o n  i n  t h e  new s e c t o r .  The 

351st  I n f a n t r y w r t h  i€s 2d Ba t t a l ion 'was  held up by automatic  

weapons f i r e  and 120-m mor tar  f i r e .  A f t e r  a f i r s t  a t t empt  

t o  a s s a u l t  t h e  enemy dug-in p o s i t i o n s  had f a i l e d ,  t a n k s  and 

a r t i l l e r y  suppor t ing  f i r e s  were brought t o  bear  on t h e  pos i t ions .  
'<  . 

\ '. - The second at tempt  proved success fu l  and the  enemy p o s i t i o n s  

- ' y ie lded  500 p r i s o n e r s  and 27 enemy dead. The d i v i s i o n  w a s  \ <? "$ .'J 

\ now i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  en te r  t h e  Po Valley. (60) 

h \ I  

i '! THE PURSUIT TO THE PO RIVER 
?$. - . The t e r r a i n  i n  t h e  Po Valley was f l a t ,  r i c h ,  farm land. 

Highways and road n e t s  were s u p e r i o r ,  un l ike  any encountered 

i n  I t a l y  t o  t h i s  time. The Po River  w a s  t h e  on ly  l a r g e  

o b s t a c l e  t o  overcome, a l though t h e r e  were some i r r i g a t i o n  

d i t c h e s ,  cana l s  and many r i v e r s  o f  much l e s s  importance 

-(56) A-3 p. 83; (57) A-3 p. 83; (58) Personal  knowledge; (59) 
A-4 p. 204; (60)  A-3 p. 84. 

www.MtMestas.com



t han  the-PO,  y e t  if defended, would prove t o  be of major 

importance. (61) 

On 20 Apr i l  1945 t h e  d i v i s i o n  came down out  of the 

mountains, a t t acked  nor theas t  and cu t  Highway 9 west of Bologna. 

(See Map E) The 6th SA Armored Divis ion on t h e  r i g h t  received 

a  change i n  orders .  Rather than being ordered i n t o  Amy 

reserve  they  were a t t ached  t o  I1 Corps and given the  mission 

of moving to t h e  C o r p s l l e f t  boundary. This move was scheduled 

ac ross  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  $$th Division on Highway 9. (62) 

The enemy r e s i s t a n c e  on t h e  I1 Corps' l e f t  f l a n k  and I V  

Corps1 r i g h t  f l a n k  had been smashed. Units i n  t h i s  s e c t o r ,  

10th Mountain, 1st Armored, 85th,  and 88th Divis ions stepped 

up the speed of t h e  advance. consequently, the  movement of 

t h e  6th SA Armored Division did not go a s  planned. Ins tead ,  

t h e  Armored Divis ion proceeded t o  c ross  i n  r e a r  of t h e  88th 

Divis ion ' s  support ing troops.  I1 Corps had o r i g i n a l l y  given 

the  Armored Divis ion road p r i o r i t y  f o r  t h i s  move but  had 

l a t e r  i n s t r u c t e d  the  88th Divis ion t h a t  it had p r i o r i t y .  The 

movement caused a t r a f f i c  jam, with veh ic les  humper t o  bumper 

f o r  approximately 10 miles. (62) What a wonderful opportunity 

f o r  the  German a i r  corps had it been ac t ive .  

For t h e  next few days small v i l l a g e s  and towns f e l l  i n  

r ap id  succession with enemy r e s i s t a n c e  cons i s t ing  of  r e a r -  

guard a c t i o n  and s n i p e r  f i re .  

On 22 A p r i l  t h e  d i v i s i o n  w a s  held up a long t h e  Panaro 

River l i n e  by small pockets of enemy troops. The enemy had 

blown a l l  c ross ings  of t h e  Panaro River. Our t roops crossed 

on a  br idge  t h a t  had not been completely demolished, e a s t  of 

Cornpasanto, a f t e r  heavy a r t i l l e r y  f i r e s  had been l a i d  down 

on the enemy pos i t ions .  (63) 

(61) Personal  knowledge ; (62) Personal knowledge ; (63) A-3 
p. 104. 
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The Commanding General ,  General  Paul  W. Kendall, knowing 

the  i m ~ o r t a n c e  of speed i n  t h i s  ope ra t ion ,  kept  constant  and 

con t inua l  pressure  on h i s  regimental  commanders i n  order  t o  

reach t h e  Po River  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  da te .  (64) 

The speed w i t h  which t h e  I n f a n t r y  advanced brought t h e  

ma t t e r  of supply i n t o  prominence. The ope ra t ions  of a t ank ,  

and a  t a n k  d e s t r o y e r  b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  cons tan t  s h u t t l i n g  of  

r e se rve  b a t t a l i o n s  of f r o n t - l i n e  regiments,  and t h e  Div is ion  

r e s e r v e  regiment,  r equ i red  v a s t  q u a n t i t i e s  of gaso l ine .  (65) 

F i f t h  Army, seeing t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was over- 

t axed ,  a t t a c h e d  a  Quar te rmas ter  t r u c k  company t o  the  Divis ion.  

The ammunition requirements were l i g h t ,  however a l l  u n i t s  were 

r equ i red  t o  keep up t h e i r  b a s i c  loads.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  F i f t h  

Army author ized  Divis ions t o  organize a  p rov i s iona l  t ruck  

company using German captured vehic les .  The reserve  regiment 

of t he  Divis ion was kept  up by use of i ts own t r a n s p o r t  p lus  

one p rov i s iona l  t ruck  company. (66) 

The b igges t  problem was one of evacuation of P r i sone r s  

of War. This was overcome by d i v e r t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  the 

r e a r  a r e a s  through t h e  d i v i s i o n  PW enclosure .  Every poss ib l e  

veh ic l e  was used on t h i s  miss ion - even Corps, Army and Base 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  Trucks were loaded wi th  anywhere from e igh ty  

' (80) t o  two hundred PWs, a 23-ton 6x6 ca r ry ing  e igh ty  (80) .  

i (67) 
,. ?{ 
' . , , 1  
1 ,. On 23 A p r i l  the  350th I n f a n t r y  passed through t h e  351st  

, ! , I  .I' , 
XJ 

, I n f a n t r y  with t h e  a s s a u l t  elements now comprising t h e  349th 
,. . 
i - 

.\\. and 350th I n f a n t r i e s .  (68) 
, \ ' -  ,. ,.. , 
, '  , 

,,j; .. The 349th I n f a n t r y  having t h e  88th Reconnaissance Troop 
,\! ' 

a t t a c h e d ,  organized a  f o r c e  c o n s i s t i n g  of t h e  2d B a t t a l i o n ,  

(&) Personal  knowledge; (65) Personal  knowledge; (66) Personal  
knowledge; (67) Personal  knowledge; (68) A-4 p. 207. 

www.MtMestas.com



o n e p l a t o o n  of t h e  Reconnaissance Troop, four  t ank  des t royers  

and f i v e  tanks. (69) This force  reached the  Po River  a t  
< 

> about 232000 A p r i l  and by 2330 hours the  two a s s a u l t  regiments 
i u had closed on t h e  south bank of the  Po. 

The A i r  Force had been extremely a c t i v e  i n  t h e  pas t  week. 

The evidence of t h e i r  opera t ions  could be seen everywhere 

a long t h e  south bank of t h e  r i v e r .  L i t e r a l l y  thousands of 

p ieces  of equipment were strewn f o r  mi les  along t h e  r i v e r ,  

some demolished, and o t h e r s  abandoned due t o  c ross ing  s i g h t s  

being knocked out .  (70) 

THE RIVER CROSSING 

The Po River averaged from a 1200 t o  1500 f o o t  wet gap 

with a sand bar  of  about one hundred f i f t y  (150) yards 

extending on t h e  north shore before a gradual ly  s loping  bank. 

The south bank w a s  s t e e p  and t h e  water w a s  deep j u s t  o f f  shore. 

On the  f a r  shore l i n e  l a y  the  town of O s t i g l i a  which w a s  

wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n  boundary. Between our  own A i r  Force and 

enemy demolit ion teams a l l  c ross ings  were demolished. (71) 

A r a i l r o a d  br idge which crqssed t h e  r i v e r  e a s t  of O s t i g l i a  

had been p a r t i a l l y  destroyed having only one span cu t  on one 

end. (72) 

It w a s  over t h i s  br idge  t h a t  a s s a u l t  elements of the 

351st I n f a n t r y  moved s h o r t l y  a f t e r  noon on 24 Apr i l  while 

a r t i l l e r y  placed f i r e  on the  town of O s t i g l i a  and by 1600 

hours t h e  2d Ba t t a l ion  w a s  across .  (73) Elements of the 

350th I n f a n t r y  on the  r i g h t  had t o  c ross  i n  rubber reconnais- 

sance boats  and i n  captured enemy f l o a t i n g  equipment. (74) 

The main body crossed i n  Dukws and a l l i g a t o r s .  (75) The two 

(69) A-3 p. 104; (70) Personal knowledge; (71) Personal 
knowledge; (72) Personal knowledge. (73) A-3 p. 116; (74)  
Personal knowledge ; (75) A-3 p. l l b .  
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a s s a u l t r e g i m e n t s  a c r o s s  were ordered t o  hold up f o r  the  

n igh t  s i n c e  no br idging  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  g e t  support ing t r o o p s  

a c r o s s  i n  any g rea t  numbers. I n  t h e  meantime however, l i g h t  

veh ic l e s ,  105-ma a r t i l l e r y  p i eces ,  and a few t anks  were moved 

a c r o s s  on Dukws and on improvised r a f t s .  (76) A three-day 

d i v i s i o n  supply of  r a t i o n s ,  gaso l ine ,  and ammunition were 

pushed a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  throughout the  a f te rnoon and n igh t  of 

24 A p r i l  and morning of 25 Apr i l .  (77) The holdup of a s s a u l t  

regiments a l s o  allowed t h e  d i v i s i o n s  on t h e  r i g h t  w i th in  t h e  

I1 Corps zone t o  c lose  on t h e  south bank of  t h e  Po River. 

Elements of I V  Corps had a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  r i v e r  on 22 

Apri l .  The b r idg ing  equipment which had been a l l o c a t e d  t o  

I1 Corps was d i v e r t e d  t o  I V  Corps i n  order  t h a t  they might 

c ross  wi thout  delay.  (78) On 25 A p r i l  t h e  I1 Carps b r idg ing  

equipment was assembled on the  Po River and t h e  I1 Corps, 19 th  

Engineer ( C )  Group s t a r t e d  e r r e c t i o n .  (79) 

THE FINAL DRIVE 

While t h e  M2 Treadway br idge was being e rec ted  t h e  a s s a u l t  

regiments were r eo rgan iz ing  i n  prepara t ion  f o r  the  f i n a l  d r i v e  

t o  the  Alps Mountains. 

The mission of t h e  88th Div is ion  was t o  a t t a c k  a s t r i d e  

Highway 12 nor th  t o  Verona which w a s  about t h i r t y - f o u r  (34) 

mi les  nor th  of t h e  Po River .  (80) 

On 250600 A p r i l  t h e  d i v i s i o n  jumped o f f  wi th  two regiments 

a b r e a s t ,  350th on t h e  l e f t  and 351st I n f a n t r y  on the  r i g h t .  

The t roops  were on f o o t  s i n c e  suppor t ing  t a n k s  and v e h i c l e s  

were south of t h e  r i v e r .  I n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e rnoon  t h e  tank  

elements joined t h e  i n f a n t r y  a f t e r  having crossed the  r i v e r  

on t h e  completed bridge.  Af te r  a n  a l l -day  march t h e  351st 

(76) Personal  knowledge; (77) Personal  knowled e ;  (78) 8-3 % p. 109; (79) Personal knowledge; (80) A-3 p.  1 6. 
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I n f a n t r y  was he ld  up by f i r e  from t h e  r a i l  yard on the  southern 

per imeter  of Verona. (81) The 10 th  Mountain Div is ion  of  I V  

Corps moved up a t  0600 on 26 A p r i l  t o  assist i n  c l ea r ing  t h e  

c i t y .  

The f a l l  of Verona marked a n  important event i n  t h e  war 

i n  I t a l y ,  f o r  now t h e  German army was s p l i t  i n  two p a r t s  with 

no r o u t e  of escape. 

I1 Corps ordered a change i n  d i r e c t i o n  a f t e r  t ak ing  Verona. 

The d i v i s i o n  was t o  a t t a c k  e a s t  a s t r i d e  Highway I1 t o  Vicenza, 

then  nor th  t o  Bassano, thereby  blocking t h e  only  a l t e r n a t e  

r o u t e  t o  t h e  mountains and Brenner Pass. (82) 

Along Highway 11 t o  t h e  nor th  and p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  highway 

were t h e  f o o t h i l l s  of t h e  I t a l i a n  Alps Mountains. Also along 

1 t he  highway were t h e  main p o s i t i o n s  which made up t h e  defenses  ,, ', 

P, - of the  Adige Line, t h e  l i n e  t o  which t h e  German Army hoped t o  

r e t r e a t  i n  t h e  event it w a s  ev ic t ed  from i t s  pos i t ions  south 

of Bologna. (83) 

The d i v i s i o n  crossed the  Adige River  v i a  a p a r t i a l l y  

destroyed r a i l r o a d  bridge which was i n  t h e  s e c t o r  of t h e  85th 

Div is ion  on t h e  l e f t .  Within twenty-four (24) hours t h e  1st 

B a t t a l i o n ,  350th I n f a n t r y  was f i g h t i n g  t o  t a k e  Vicenza. (84) 

A f t e r  house t o  house f i g h t i n g  t h e  c i t y  f e l l  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  

a t t acked  n o r t h e a s t  toward Bassano, thence along Highway 47 t o  
-_ . 

Borgo and Trento. (85) 

During t h e  move from Verona a c r o s s  t h e  f o o t h i l l s  of  t h e  

Alps Mountains a long Highway 11, t h e  r e a r  elements were 

con t inua l ly  being a t t acked  by remmants of German t r o o p  uni ts  

t r y i n g  t o  work t h e i r  way north. A s  long as two days a f t e r  

f r o n t - l i n e  elements had passed a n  a r e a ,  Germans were s t i l l  

I 81) A-7, p. 8 (82)  A-3 p. 118; (83) Personal  knowledge; 
84) A-7 p. 90; (85) A-7 P. 93. 
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i n f i l t r a t i n g  ac ross  Highway 11. It was not uncommon during 

night  motor marches t o  f i n d  t h a t  German veh ic les  had f i l t e r e d  

i n t o  t h e  columns only t o  sur render  a t  t h e  des t ina t ion .  (86) 

The 351st In fan t ry  had advanced beyond Borgo when a t  

021400 May a small group of German o f f i c e r s  came through the  

l i n e s  t o  advise  Colonel Frankl in P. M i l l e r ,  t he  Commanding 

Of f i ce r ,  t h a t  the  w a r  was over  and t h a t  both l i n e s  were t o  

remain a s  they were a t  t h a t  moment u n t i l  f ina l  surrender  

plans were put i n t o  e f fec t .  (87)  

Colonel M i l l e r  n o t i f i e d  t h e  Division Commander, General 

Kendal who i n  t u r n  t a lked  on t h e  'phone t o  t h e  I1 Corps Chief 

of S t a f f .  General Kendall was n o t i f i e d  t h a t  no such arrange- 

ment had been made and t h a t  he should continue the  a t t ack .  (88) 

Upon resuming the a t t a c k ,  t h e  351st I n f a n t r y  was stopped 

by heavy f i r e .  The war went on f o r  another  four  hours, four  

men being k i l l e d .  I n  the  meantime General Kendall t a lked  t o  

the  Corps Chief of S t a f f  again and asked him t o  g e t  i n  touch 

with F i f t h  Army t o  insure  t h a t  he was correc t .  (89) 

At 021800 May 1945 the  Divis ion Commander was informed 

t h a t  t h e  information t h e  group of German o f f i c e r s  had t o l d  

Colonel Mi l l e r ,  four  hours previously,  was correc t .  The war 

i n  I t a l y  was over. (90) 

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM 

I n  studying t h i s  opera t ion ,  a s  a whole, it was i n  my 

opinion executed extremely well .  The missions were c a r r i e d  

ou t  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n  each ins tance  f a r  i n  advance of t h e  

time est imated by higher  headquarters.  

The f i r s t  and bas ic  c r i t i c i s m  i s  t h a t  F i f t h  Army d i r e c t e d  

i t s  main e f f o r t  up Highway 65 a f t e r  allowing the  enemy s i x  ( 6 )  

(86) Personal knowledge; (87) A-4  p. 219 and Personal knowledge; 
(88) Personal knowledge; (89) Personal knowledge; (90) Personal  
knowledge. 
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months t o  prepare  h i s  pos i t ions .  The information gathered 

from our' p a t r o l s  i n d i c a t e d  beyond a doubt t h a t  t h e  enemy's 

s t ronges t  pos i t ions  were i n  t h i s  sec tor .  Also our  h igher  

headquar te rs  d i d  not have an a l t e r n a t e  plan i n  t h e  event  t h a t  

t he  plan which w a s  ordered executed was unsuccessful .  

Highway 65 was no t  e s s e n t i a l  i n  the  i n i t i a l  phases of 

t h i s  opera t ion .  Highways 12 o r  6l+ were f irst  c l a s s  roads  and 

would have supported s u f f i c i e n t  t roops  t o  e n c i r c l e  t h e  c i t y  

of Bologna, a f t e r  which Highway 65 could have been opened. 

The i n i t i a l  jump o f f  of the  88th Div is ion  was we l l  
i .  
.i 

\ "  executed. Coordination between ad jacent  u n i t s ,  h igher  and 
A, 

L ,  

i ' 
subordinate  headquarters  and t h e  A i r  Corps could not  have 

be en b e t t e r  . 
An a r t i l l e r y  prepara t ion  before  t h e  a t t a c k  jumped o f f  

would have sof tened  up t h e  enemy p o s i t i o n s  and should have 

been planned. It would not have given away t h e  secrecy as 

t o  t h e  time of  a t t a c k  any more than t h e  bombardment by t h e  

A i r  Corps which took place a l l  day long  on t h e  day o f  t h e  

a t t ack .  The enemy knew t h e  a t t a c k  was imminent from t h e  t ime 

t h e  first plane dropped i t s  bomb load. 

A f t e r  t h e  s h i f t  i n  s e c t o r s ,  which moved t h e  88th Divis ion 

t o  t h e  l e f t  boundary, coord ina t ion  with  elements of  t h e  85th  

Div is ion ,  p a r t  of I V  Corps, was extremely poor. The f a c t  t h a t  

two d i v i s i o n s  went out of t h e i r  s e c t o r s  d i d  not au thor i ze  t h e  

88th Div is ion  t o  "plow" through them and become entangled i n  

a  f i r e  f i g h t  with elements of t he  &5th Division.  

Lack of coord ina t ion  aga in  was ev ident  when t h e  6 t h  SA 

Armored Div is ion  proceeded t o  c r o s s  i n  r e a r  of t h e  88 th  

Div is ion  which r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  two d i v i s i o n s 1  march u n i t s  

becoming entangled.  This  was as much t h e  f a u l t  of t he  88th  
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~ i v i s i o n  as I1 Corps i n  t h a t  t he  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  f r o m  t h e  

South Afr ican Div is ion  who was on du ty  i n  t h e  Command Post  

was n o t  informed o f  t h e  change i n  orders .  

River  c ross ing  d o c t r i n e  t eaches  t h a t  t h e  near  shore must 

be e i t h e r  occupied o r  a t  l e a s t  c o n t r o l l e d  by f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  ' ,, 
$,>' , 

p r i o r  t o  a crossing.  The c ross ing  a f  t h e  Po River  conformed 

t o  t h i s  doc t r ine  which w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime,  t o  my knowledge, 
\ 
n 
\ t h a t  t h e  doc t r ine  w a s  p rac t i ced  i n  t h e  I t a l i a n  campaign. Here- 

t o f o r e ,  it had been a p r a c t i c e  f o r  I n f a n t r y  elements t o  l a y  

back s e v e r a l  thousand yards  using only  p a t r o l s  t o  t h e  r i v e r  

l i n e .  This  p r a c t i c e  allowed t h e  enemy t o  c ross  t o  t h e  near  

shore  and p lan t  mine f i e l d s  and p lace  obs tac l e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  

it allowed him t o  b u i l d  up h i s  s t r o n g e s t  p o s i t i o n s  a long  t h e  

banks of  t h e  r i v e r s .  

The f r o n t - l i n e  s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  German I n f a n t r y  was informed 

as t o  t h e  time and d a t e  t h a t  t h e  war w a s  over. Higher head- 

q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  A l l i e d  Armies withheld t h i s  information f o r  

reasons unexplained. True enough, communications were no t  

t o o  good but  r a d i o  contac t  had never  been i n t e r r u p t e d  dur ing  

t h e  pu r su i t .  A d i v i s i o n  is commanded by a  Major General. It 

would appear  t h a t  a man wi th  such a p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  United 

S t a t e s  Army would g e t  such information a t  t h e  end of t h e  war. 

Yet, t he  Div is ion  Commander was not g iven  such information 

u n t i l  about f o u r  hours a f t e r  it had been disseminated t o  t h e  

f r o n t - l i n e  u n i t s  of  t h e  German Army. 

1. Coordination is  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  success  of an 

1 '  opera t ion .  It is imperat ive t h a t  complete coord ina t ion  be 2. ,. 
'I' 
e 

obtained w i t h  h igher  and lower headquarters.  
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- 

2. Al te rna te  plans should always be made and should 
- 

be disseminated down t o  the  regimental  l e v e l  o r  a t  l e a s t  

t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  l eve l .  
i/ 

3. Thought should be given t o  i s o l a t i n g  a sec to r  

r a t h e r  t h a n  at tempting a f r o n t a l  a t t a c k ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when 

it is d e f i n i t e l y  known t h a t  t h e  s e c t o r  is  heavi ly  f o r t i f i e d .  

4. Mobil i ty  and speed of movement is of prime importance 

i n  exp lo i t ing  an i n i t i a l  breakthrough and i n  the pursu i t .  

5. The tank- infant ry  team with a i r  support  is  necessary 

i n  pursu i t  operations.  

6. Thought must be given t o  s h u t t l e  of f o o t  t roops  
.-. . ~ - 

- during a pursui t  i n  order  to a l low time f o r  s leep.  . . \  ; 
' ,. , . 

7. I n  order  f o r  a r i v e r  c ross ing  t o  be a success  

without unnecessary c a s u a l t i e s  no time should l apse  between 

closing on the  near  shore l i n e  and movement ac ross  the  r i v e r .  

8. The f a s t e r  t h a t  i n f a n t r y  elements move forward t h e  

more important is t h e  mobi l i ty  of suppl ies .  

9. During f a s t  moving s i t u a t i o n s ,  each unit, no mat ter  
I a-. 

how small ,  must consider a l l  around defense. 

10. Control of subordinate u n i t s  i s  of prime importance 
-.- -. , p*+ 

i n  any type  of opera t ionsh  whether it be a t t ack ing  a f o r t i f i e d  

p o s i t i o n ,  during movements , movement t o  contac t ,  p u r s u i t ,  o r  

i n  a r i v e r  crossing. 
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