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by the 35151: Infantry Regiment in it's con-

th .uic.’mity of Carinocla, Italy. The extensive

program for all troops was accelerated.

d realistic combat problems for all units
b lion were stressed, Proposed plans were

Aeaders ior an attack in a gone indicated by the

tﬁiaater near cARmom, Italy, on this warm

-

“the Bivi&sion a.waited the arrival of their

| 'bv CAPTAIN. JOHN C. REID, stood before, the :

GENERAL . PAUL. W. KENDALL, Assistant ' g
Commander of Troops, and the 88th Division i
characteriatic blue scarfs, also were

informal manner, GENERAL CLARK wel—
_e :5th Army and eacpressed his confidence
_The operations of the 5th ;-
zed br indescribable .hardships impoaed
me mther, a.nd insui'ficient troops
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8 brief, yet eloquent.. The quiet, powerful,
he Eeneral filled all the soldiers seated

, 3. imcib ¢9_mbat with the. eneny. durn.ng the operations of
sgim n the vieinity of TUFO, Itgly. In recognition of
S heroism, the General awarded him the Distinguished Service
e £iret award of tais high decoration to any member of the

ﬁm@n .

Mtar \ai’r.l tmopl except the 351lst Infantry had left the area,

"ARTHUR: &GB&WI, ‘Commanding Officer, 35lst Infantry Reg-
3€ “regiment. The Regimental Commander praised the

8 ts excellent showing during the period in the Minturno

' for’ yseed confidence in the regiment to do outstanding

. -.mﬁ 1‘.& ﬁi& esming satfensive.

MOUNT: ERACCHI sector was, prepared and studied
Vo‘f_the command in preparation for the return of the

'f;'mcaived orders to relieve the 337th Infantry,
8_51:11 Infantry Division, from positions in the

, ’Goi‘ég@fmm and MAJOR HOBSON, S-3, sttended a conference
‘th G’mnmd’:!ilg*ﬂeaeral at Division Headguarters concerning plans

L of alll battalion commanders and special unit

st Mfantry, the regimentel staff, MAJOR ROWELL,

[car; Tanlk Ifaatroyer Battalion, LIEUTENANT COLONEL

60th Tank Battalion, and MAJOR CHEEK, S-3,

on, wWéis called at 14PP hours on 5 may 194 by
AUPENT, the Commanding 0fficer, 351st In.fantry,

plans for future operations.

fsgimﬂng at 20¢@ hours the night of May 5-6,
‘_ « Infantry, relieved the 2d Battalion, 337th
35%et Infantry relieved Company "DW, 337th
annon companies, 35lst Infanbry relieved

n8. of the 337th Infantry. The 3d Battalion, 35lst
.tf:'om_-,fmnt 1line positions in the 350th Infa.n‘hry
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sector near SAN LORENZO by the 2d Battalion, 349th infantry, and
moved into a dispersal area in the rear of that sector.

» COLONEL CHAMPENY, MAJOR HOBSON, S-3, MAJOR SADLER, S-2,
HAJOR FRANKEL,.Regimental Surgeon, and CAPTAIN ELANCHE, Commmi-

" cations Officer moved forward to the quarry near HINTURNO to super-
vise the relief. ;

The| remaining organizations of the regiment, the 2d pattalion,

and Regimental Headquarters Company, moved forward on the night of’
uay 6-7, e Regimental Headquarters was established in the shell-

 ‘battered tofm of MINTURNO..

. On the walls of the Regimental Commander's mess in a vacated
bnilding in MINTURNO were inscribed murals of a number of life-size
nude lovelies painted by various soldiers in this area., The daring
murals so attracted MAJOR SOL I. FRANKEL, Regimental Surgeon, (for
years an inveterate "no-breakfast? eater), that he abandoned this
li.fe-long practice and regularly attended the breakfast meal.

; 'J.he 3d Battalion, 35lst Infantry, moved from the dispersal
area in the 350th Infantry sector, to relieve the 1st Battalion,
337th .Lnfantry from positions near MINTURNO. .

194k The 351st Infant.xy was again oceupying front
line posit:.ons' the familiar MINTURNO-TUEO sector. puring the
morning, ERIGADIER GENERAL KERDALL. visited .the regimental sector and
T: inspected the ‘dispositions of the. troops with UOLONEL CHAMPENY .
_Five war correspondents, lir, John McTigue, United lations Radioj .
. Mr, Grzham Hovey, International News Service; Mr. Sid Feder, Assoc—
- iated Press; Mr, Larry Newman, International News Service; and Mr,
Bill Hurst, International News Service, visited the Regimental
Command Poa remained for lunch, and observed the enemy territory
from the "Castle" observation post,

At 1945 hours a secret conference-with the staff and battalion
and speciel unit commanders was held pertaining to plans for the attack
operation to be executed in a short time by the 5th Army. Tentative
plans that had been outlined by the Division Commander were discussed
and plans were made for the regimental attack,

8, 1 A sandtable reprodnction of the MURNO—TUFO-

SAMA MARTA- PUI:BEERINI—!DUNT ERACCHI area was made and all troops
were given orientation lectures on the peculiarities of this terrain

and the known enemy dispositions in this area, Tentative pissions,
objectives and boundaries were outlined,

i -3~
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- _ During the night of May 7-8 the SAN VITO outpost manned by
“one platoon of the lst Battalion engaged in & fire fight with an enemy
_’.pa:hrol. One. soldier of. a2 machine gun section of Company "D", 35lst

In:tantry in SAN ‘VITO was captured by the enemy and another was killed.

In order to concenl the identity of this regiment and the
ta.c'b that a relief of the 337th Infantry had been effected, which
would offer possible indication of & proposed attack, the patrolling
in the regimental sector was carried out by an attached company of

- the 337th Infantry.and was limited to close-in ambush patrols. The
capture of one soldier from this regiment was unfortunate, but it was
hopad that no vital information would be revealed.

Two German deserters, both non-commissioned officers, wandered
into the. first battalion lines during the night. The organization
of these prisoners had been previously identified and remained the
same. Valugble information of enemy dispositions and morale was
obtained.

At 0900 hours a conference was held at the 35lst Infantry

Command Post between officers of the 88th Infantry Division and the

. 851“.11 Infantry Division, to coordinate the offensive operation, out-
line the plans of the two adjacent assault battalions and to estab-
1lish a definite boundary between the 88th and the 85th Divisions.
COLONEL CHAMPENY, LIEUTENANT COLONEL DAVIDSON, G-3, 88th Division;
‘LIEUTENANT COLONEL. OHME, G-3, 85th Division; COLONEL QUINN, G-2, Tth
Army, a visitor; LIEUTENANT COLOMEL KENDALL, Commanding orf:.cer, 2d
Battaliony 351st Infaniry; and LIEUTENANT COLONEL JACKSON, Command-
ing Officer, 1lst Battalion, 338th Infantry, the adjacent battalion
commanders; and the regimental staff,35lst Infaniry attended the
‘conference, The divisional boundary between the lst Battalion, 338th
Infantyy and the 2d Battalion, 35lst Infantry was established as a
general line running parallel, 200 yards west of the MINTHRNO-SANTR
MARIA INFANIE road. The attack plans of the two adjacent battalions
were outlined by the battalion commanders and the battalion boundaries
on the successive objectives were established.,

Thry Va- war correspondents, Mr. Graham Hovey, International

3 Mr. Ed Johnson, "Chicago Sun"; and lir. Ed lorgan,
1y News! and BRIGADIER GENERAL mm.m. were guests of the
-Remental ommander for supper, after which GENERAL KENDM.T and
COLOKEL ¢ conferred on tactical plans,

~ v Q.- 1944 Field Order #6, Headquarters 88th Infantry Division
' was raceivad ordering the 88th Infantry Division into the attack at
H hour on D day. The mission of the US II Corps was to attack west
W with divisions sbreast; the 88th Division on the right, the 85th Division
37, .. on the Ieft, to secure Ausonia defile and to cut the PICO~ITRI road :
7 in the vicinity of ITRI, The Corpartillery was to fire counter-
¥ Tbat%ary: and placed in direct .support of the 88th Division, the 63lst
'd Artillery Battalion and 'hhe 6th rield Artillery Group.
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I -?ryac&ical m comand was to attack line of com-
supply and 'arf.:.]lery targets, to include gun areas in

a ‘be\':i'h_e 88th Division was the First Armored Group,
Aon, ‘the: 804th Tank Destroyer Battalion, the 60lst

@m&ﬁ.‘m "Battalion, the 9lst Reconnaissance Squadron, and
i Chemical pons Battalion.

M i—.e D DAY, and that H HOUR is 2300 HOURS.
¢ aa_a- for which we have been preparing for so
“and confidence wese never higher, MAJOR GENERAL

LR i

-
'8 _B,ad nan—commasmned officers of the lst Battalion :
dtable during the day and were oriented as to the terrain
BROWN,. Battalion Commender. Mr. Faust, Harperts
}:aﬂ_,?_iaaen living withsa pla't-oon of "L" Company,

1o a.né: continued with undiminished force for about
LE hours, _then gradually decreased to a little more than

: _@owﬁd Battalion jumped off from the Line of Departure
0yl ding company,on the right, "F" Company on the
'reservs. t,ompany nf met first resistance

Ql_lpwed ugn ‘COmpa.ny CAPTAIN CARLSTOM,
‘was wounded., "E" Company was then held up
m LIEUTENANT COLONEL KENDALL'S radio was damaged by

5
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- Gompany when he learned that CAPTAIN CARLSTONE
‘that Company "E" was held up by two machine
Jie lead a platoon in en attack on one of the pill
"gganjnaa Icnocked out and LIEUTENANT COLONEL KENDALL

aTRes

5. m:!.ng up én the forward slope of the ﬂspur"
I '_m‘nirboth flanks and the front again stopped
nﬁmber of casualties. Deciding that the right
1:;. a ai_'.one house was most effective, LIEUTENANT

gt ety — g l"'.’!: ‘-;
1 e T\!s Eals
TR 2

';He first built up all the fire poss:.ble
'8 rg power and firing the carbine, bazooka,
ML ;\1 ﬁi‘ ank grenades himself. He then led the final
the’ uil =& mmd as he pulled the pin on a hand grenade
throwing it, he was struck by machine gun fire from
mmnd:lng him. Unable to throw the grenade, -
;held it, and fell upon it to prevent

',éiéﬁfice, Company "EW captured the "spurn
) _"f_hmma unt:u re:.n.forcamenta arrived, then

,up to lmock-—out the pill boxes were unable
bal ‘mines and enemy self-propelled guns, . .
SHUL chbive 0fficer, 2d Battalion, assumed command
COLOREL L became a casualty. Third Battalion
§ P, FURR was ordered at O415 hours to move
1rou "_' %ﬁ 2d Battalion to keep the attack moving,
“the SAN A MARTA INFANTE-MINTURNO road, cleaning
ﬂf.n the rear of the two assault companies, 3d
ﬁ;ﬁe;.‘hours in an attack on hill 172, They
emporarily ‘at'hill 103 by machine gun fire, but con-
vance .~ 3d Battalion Aid Station was shelled and GAPTAIN
’ktﬁﬂ?on ‘Surgeon was wounded, Prisoners taken
“.benmpts to clear mines from the SANTA MARTA
. forward were not successful, Two more
self-pmpelled guns near SANTA MARTA IN-
$splated by the German counter-attack which
i bo W hﬂr&w. The Battalion Adjutant, CAPTAIN
“’L:‘ Z.' it x_:forward to attempt to improve the supply
"a."ﬁn.p_osi‘tions of Company "E" and "G" he
{s "“5-—,; -m;zed, HE" Company having lost. it's
g pangr Commander being wounded. Company

e e
AR
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S :‘;'!Eﬁ had suﬂem heavy castalties and had approximately two platoons
7 Zeft. The moraleé of the men was high. In spite of the heavy casualiies
- suffered; an order to attack at 1530 hours was received by radio at
: ,IW urs. Under these circumstences, CAPTAIN HEITMAN assumed command
‘of apy "EM, made the plan of attack and coordinated with the Com-

f e of Gompany: "G®, 1ST LIEUTENANT THEODORE W. NOON JR., who though
: wo.'lm‘de‘ﬂ insi.d’«‘.ed on remaining with his company for the attack. To
coﬂ;ﬂ.e%a ew:ndiuat:!nn with the 85th Division, the attack was delayed

‘ nnm-’l?ee hours, At this time, CAPTAIN HEITMAN cravled forward with
R Lrst. platoon of "E" Company and made an. attack on two machine
RIsE gan emplacements. Crawling under the final protective line of fire,

- he found two. dead American soldiers and from grenade fragments lying
an, termined the direction from which the grenades had come. All
out wo men wWere pinned down by the machine gun fire, so CAPTAIN
" AETTHAN crawled:forward accompanied by only two men, and attacked the

r;gb.‘. machina gun nest. while he was still several yards away, a
. hand gzanade was thrown from the first bunker., the grenade went
' off a few feet away but the three were not injured., CAPTAIN HEITMAN
then sent the ‘two enlisted men around to the flank of the pill boxes
. and waited for another hand grenade tc be throwm. ithen the German
oldier rajsed up to throw the grenade, GAPTAIN HEITHAN shot him
"f.\f'“ iithe [head before he could throw. yhen the third grenade came,
e repeated the same procedure. A third yerman was Idlied in the
- /.same manner. AL this time, grenades from a second pill box were
thrown at CAPTAIN HEITMAN and his men. The second grenade from this
RSy pj,].J_.nbox wounded.all three of them., The action described had taken
.. .. one:and one-half hours. CAPTAIN HEITMAN had discovered the location
/. _of three other machine gun emplacements and their range of fire, so
' he withdrew to secure aid for the wounded men and prepare for a night
- attack on tl;e positions.

B Frader&ck Faust, war correspondent for Harper's magazine,

iR _a.nd hatter ‘known under the pen name of Mex Brand, as & fiction and
movie. mtar was killed by shell fragments shortly after the attack
started

jror it Mr. Ea:uat. had obta:med permission to accompany an assault
'"-..=p1a‘boon 4in’ thg ky stating in his omn words that "the first
‘;m:l.sth deishtobeapartofitﬂ

3, |Paust had been with the regiment a little less than
- W glga Jbut had made many friends.among both officers and en-
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\ _ 13 "sm Second Chemical nortnr Mtu.li.on kapt amoko
NI and MOUNT BRACCHI to hinder observation of enemy ar-
ite of ?ithis, the shelling in MINTURNO was very heavy and

' gommunieation and no contact with Company "Fr sinee 1730 pre-
..mm &, S. CHAMPENY, Regimental Commander ordered that a
niﬁi hzmu from the remaining companies of the Second Bat-

; iﬂiﬁhnro out of the Regimental zome, the Division -
tha‘i'ﬂll 109 would be included within Reg:l.mental

M:i’._;‘f : ﬁ,o].d m repenmg an enm omtemttaekc

m occnpied hy 1000 hours, with the Garnm ap-
P the: ANSONIA-SPIGNO road. The enemy had hardly
mm lhan the engineers arrived in the town with

sir firat quaotiva, the Regiment was given a new objective
OUNT GIVITA, and the 2nd Battalion was placed in the Division
thwest ;‘mm INFANTE, After reorganization and re-
Tations end s 5 the 1st and 3rd Battelions jumped off at
¢ mﬁtmmm, with the 1st Battalion leading. From
‘ 0 hours this road was heavily shelled, but the regiment
o ohiaatin at 2200 hours, Company "C" moved to
hridiug on tanks which pushed ahead in the

-
et b it ona

thsmtmorthsmmcompw WF¥ who advance
;'- a:htaok that they wers cut off from the remein-

=B
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gnnmrofoompaw wEr took terrific toll be-

| hia firing. Among the group captured by the

RE ¥ NELSON, Company Commander, LT. AUGUST J. KASPER,
"___*IESTGE, and LT, VERGA, platoon leaders, LT. STANF

gnnon Company Liaison Oct‘ficer, appro:dnately '
mae enlisted men who escaped, had "played dead™
wles ‘as the Germans marched away their comrades. Thus ended

£ a galls t, ﬁmagem company who faught so bravehf mwt

onthemmingl&ﬂay%tholatﬂnattaokp

g
.8
i
pid
g
i
:
B
"

AN most simipansous with the launching of

ok UAT _ﬁmﬁms -2 and CAPT (then lat Lt) EDMONSON, Asst 5-3,
joran all uight oliub up CIVITA with orders for the Regiment to

: %o out off the withdrawal of Germans from

4 "'hed +his mission rapidly followed by 3rd Bn.
i BROWN, CO 1st Bn, MAJ HOBSON S-3 and several rifle-
‘SPIGND being the first Americen troops to emter
‘Tubble Of & oity. Soon afterward the lat Bn 550 Inf accom-
q.?.-'u DALL entered the town of SPIGHO, The 5518t Inf re-

peraonally from GEN KENDALL to Telieve the st Bn 550 Inf

t thn town from German counterattack. 3rd Ban 35lst

wsive positions on high ground NW of SPIGNO.
lons, communicat: became a serious problem;
matnteined because of con eneny artillery fire, .
cmumerous hill masses made radio commnication uncertain,
latoon had been working without rest since the -
edion.the night of 11 May, During all this time, the Regimental
S, CHAMPENY, and his command group, MAJOR VICTOR
- ,"‘WW, Artillery Liaison Officer; and 1ST-LT,
; isistand S-3, accompanied the forward elements of
o Op-To th 8 pc.tnt, the rear Regimental Command Post had
S N0, Orders were received from GENERAL SLOAN for the
15h- Lo -T;aaueonaapmibleformsmmm Two

8 a ‘Fm'by?t:uil at 2280 hours followed by the lst Bn. Orders
opived 3 '--'itho 2nd Bn from pua:l.tiona vic SANTA MARIA and

tua‘h‘hatupt to cateh the troops. BRIGADIER GENs&
on Coumander arrived at SPIGND to remain with
‘ “"’s?ogt‘. LT, THOMAS J, GILLEN, Regimental Id.aiaon

e
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cations by wirs or radio with the Ragime’ntal Com-
,_,','. BI.&HGEE, JR., Regimental Communications Off-
tains at 2200 hours to attempt to improve the

d the Regimental objective, MOUNT SAN ANGELO
’ ’ the Ramnm GMO!‘, COLONEL ARTHUR 8.
te n: Command Post and shortly. received. orders
-'aaaisnati.ng xom RUAZZO as theis mext ob-

T30 g AR T ST 0

- ‘The. Jat: Battal mf.ouomg behind the 5rd, had moved on MOUNT
jing < ',fﬁa walles and drave behind FORMIA, and Teached their

: Qrékbh- the Reg:lmnnt and give them artillery support.
d ﬁm@ fol'!.wed by the 1st Battalion, moved out t&—}

nm high. In spite of their J.ossea and the hsavy \
1 tbackad again at 2500 hours and after reaching

By

e

& w of one Gema.n ofﬁoor and eighteen men,

. 8 had ‘ot reached the rogiment and ammnition,

low, -Ome artillery shell hit the 1lst Battal~
radiw operators, Corporal Metzker, and Pri-
-Private Tuss. LT. JOHN F. GURRI also

-. mr tho nmntaina with a pack train with the
"CECIL COHEN, Regimental Dental Surgeon

10~
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hazge of ‘the Regimental Aid Stetion and contimied with the train,

BRI& GEE mm. arrived at Advance§ Regtl CP followed by 350th Inf.
W naﬁiﬁgm and estimate of situation, GENERAL KENDALL ordered the Reg-
imal#"#v attack at daybreak. The 3rd Bn, making the main attack, would
vanse from present. positions, ocut.the PICO-ITRI road, and contime the
attack %o seize that position of MONTE GRANDE within its zome, lst Bn
mma mm MASS ARCIGLIANO so as to reach Highway 82 at dyy-

: ‘bhe attack to seize that part of MONTE GRANDE within its
8 to follow the lst Bn. Two Bns 350th Inf would move for-
'greapnt positions of 1st and 35rd Bms, 351lst Inf, as soon as

‘ 5 3 r..- 0200 hours the 1lst Bn moved around MASS ARCIGLIANO
ohing Eﬂzhny 82 at daybresk as scheduled, After crossing the Highnw
> begin: the ascent of MONTE GRANDE, Company B, the leading company, en-
nged ‘& machine gun nest killing 8 Germans, capturing two and wounding one,
The 1st Bh the n occupied positions on that part of MONTE GRANDE within
i'bn m

The Sr& Bu jumped off at 0500 hours and crossed Highway 82 at daybreak
with only slight resistance. That part of MONTE GRANDE within Bn secter
was ocoupled pc:omptl;y

At 0910 LT, RIGHM and the I &R platom entered ITRI. The patrol
_ captured 19 Qermans and killed 6 more. The Corps objective-as amnounced in
" initial atback order had been raached, LT. RICHART'S patrol were the first
American’ soldiers in ITRI,

// My 20, 1884, The Regiment was placed in Division reserve and prompt-
thagais to regrganize. The pack trains which hed been coming across the

. mountaing with|rations and ammunition began to catch up with the regiment,
At 1400 hours & message was received from GENEREL SLOAN, Commanding General,
- BBth m Pivision, assigning the Regiment a new objective, MOUNT PAS-
SIGNANO, with the mdditionsl mission of cutting the road in the vicinity

- of MOUNT ¢ 4 snd mopping up the Germans from that point of the road
back of. FONDI. The regiment moved out in columss of battalions, lst Bat-

- teldon h&ﬁiﬂ&ﬁﬂl 2nd Chemical Battalion and the 601lst Field Pack Artil-
- lery Battalion attached. Company "C" in the assault echelon was engaged
by the enemy, but sucpessfully knocked out several machine guns and mortars
and - the battalion by-passed the point and continued on with the mission,

: : i is On the mom:lmg of 21 May 1944, Regimental Headquarters
&tl :pﬁ vod 'a firat baptism of fire from strafing by an enemy fight-

mmm_;mnam mmm, in the vicinity of FONDI, eariy in the mop-
ning, . 1st m met heavy maching gun, mortar, and sniper fire,
m Hm Iﬁﬁ !. BROWN, the Battalion Commander, wes killed by a sniper.
talion Executive officer, CAPTAIN TREVOR E, WILLIAMS, could

~1l-
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3 of the' column, LIEUTENANT SCHAFFER, Battalion 5-5 took com-
jtalfon, In an earlier attack, LT, SCHAFFER had been woun-
"'t p&asi:ng through his helmet and grazing his skull,

n;h by German soldiers who thought him dead. LT. SCHAFFER re-
whi "f,;_’the Goma:ns Were aearching him, but gave ap sign.

aiton ani euntinned on with the battalion's mission, re-
-4 & antil the objective wasreached and the battalion -
Gy 536 al HSIL, and organized positions on the latter,

mim& on HOUNT PASSIGNANO, the regimentel objective,

MmaT e ir,, andabaut ten ezsliated men Were injm-ed. Later in the day,
RAKOS, MOB Executive Officer was also injured, Both MAJOR
KOS. reﬂused evacuation. At 0750 hours, the battalion

aaay occnp.’ced by the 349th Infantry, The battalion got
1g4in -j,in ‘the vicinity in an assembly area to awalt orders. COL¥
; Regimental Qommander, accompanied by MAJOR SADLER,
A mm s-s, arrived at Brd battelion Command Post at 1300

o .‘hnt#hu‘hﬁtﬂion and Company Commanders on their next mission,

o ﬂts battalion received orders to organize positions

*- vﬁm{ + 4Pter taking it's objective, MOUNT PASSIGNANO, the reg-
:‘éaﬁbo an sssembly area and was placed in Divisfional reserve

tal: oh;foowprins MOUNT CHIAVINO, The Regimental Command Post{rcar)

{ous nﬁ.ne days, the troops had been supplied with
it _f H, sim aquipment and all other supplies and replace—

8 ;Lm_ﬁm&ntal Command' Post moved to a position northwest of
0, 8 %411 in the vicinity of FONDI. At 2245 hours an order
km ‘the Commending General of the 86th Division to move the
aldc "_f'.o‘ HUEEIGLBDI to reliave a battelion of the 349th Infantzw

T “ThE- 2& Battalion was assigned to the Division reserve
Jowed 4h 3-550th Inf northwest: ~MOUNT ALTO. The 3d Battalion re-
MOUNT CHEAVINO throughout the day aud night. The lst Battelion
: ZCARDL suffering two casueltied from artillery fire., At
ogdme gtal Commander, COLONEL ARTHUR S. CHAMPENY and the for-
mm :.nbo tha mauntaina and esptablished a forward

‘-1A1_A‘I:- 0506» houra, the area OF the Regimental Headquarters
ved an :&tr rTaid by epproximately 8 German bombers. No cas—
though two vehicles were damaged in the Regimental
‘hifan dump at FONDI was hit, MAJOR GENERAL JOHN
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o 'I'ha‘ o::a:L o£ the. troops had been very high, but was J.mproved
- ~ ‘even more lby; the news that ANZIO EEACHHEAD forces had cut highway
'}' on’ bt’a sides of CISTERNA in 2 new offensive,
. . The st Battalion moved from MONSICSRDI to MOUNT PIZZUTO

- Jat 0800 hours o continue protection of the right flank of II Corps.
A’L’& and 3d Battaliops remained in position. MAJOR JOHN A, MAVRARDS

xecutive eﬁinar, 3d pattalion was hospitalized as a result of

“ Haleg injury "RAJOR FURR, Battalion Commander rejoined the 3d

- Battalion. :‘l‘he 1st Battalion maintained contact from NOUNT PIZZUTO

’ﬁth the Ersnch ;ﬁorces on our right by a series of connecting patrols.

ay 194L: lst Battalion continued the defense of MOUNT
PJEZZB'.E@ e.nd- ‘ a.'lned contact with the French., At 1630 hours,
So 7 ther mttﬂioq received orders to move to 2 reserve assembly position
_*_ mear SAN BiE&GIa where the 3d Battalion had already moved earlier in
~“%he dsy. . 'The move was made by trucks., ‘7he 3d Battalion became
o apart of 'IT Corps reserve. ‘lhe Regimental Command Post moved to
BZA»GIG and opened at 2100 hours,

oaly .‘.. Ho-u'_h.,-

1944: Qun the morning of 26 May 1944, lst and 34
'-‘ﬁ’B&tﬁaﬁem;M hotr meals, clean clothes and many of the men were
,ibxﬁ?- e for the first time since the attack started. One of
the ‘come surprises of the day occurred when the Red Cross
-88th Division appeared at noon with cookies, At 1500
16 3d Batialion moved into an assembly area in the vicinity
0. The 1st Battalion moved to the same frea at 1700 hours.
“&al Command Post moved to & new location near PRIVERNO

: : - The 2d Batialion rejoined the regiment at

S :B; ﬁ ) E} houra ‘the 3d Battalion received orders to move

" SAN ANGELD to relieve the 338th Infantry. The lst Battalion

ltém PISTERNO and the 2d Battalion to MOUNT NERO, completing

def of the 85th Division, The Regimental Gommand Post moved
cinity of SEZ7E, Continued good news from beach head forces.

Gﬂﬂ.’ﬁ.‘-‘ and the air baee at LITTORIA were taken.

R §ay 19k L EEJOR GENERAL JOHN E. SLOAN, R8th Division
mander, ¥ 5‘5 ‘fhe Regimental Command Post and conferred with
B on immsd:.ate future plans, ‘The 88th pivision has
X1 -%g;;«dér v Gorps, command by MAJOR GENERAL CRITTENEERGER.
‘j;'g,@n and US II Corps have been relieved from this sector.
d-Batte -1pns remained in position and the 3d Battalion
rom MDUNT- SAN ANGELO to an assembly area near the lst Battalion.
Snb-was ondarad to outpost MOUNT ACQUAPIZZA, MOUNT DEL CERRO
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and MOUNT DELLA BUFALA. The 602nd kield Artillery was reattached
to the regiment. At 2310 hours orders were received to move 2d
Battalion from SEZZE to MOUNT CARMELINO and sweep the area between
these two positions, ‘the 3d Battalion moved to SEZZE.

29 ﬁ r 1944: At 0910 hours BRIGADIER GERERAL KENDALL,

Assistant Division Commander visited the Regimental Command Post
and outlined tentative plans and operations for the pegiment. The
2d Battalion moved from the vicinity of SEZZE along the SEZZE-~
BASSTANO-NORMA highway to CANTOCCHI, sending out patrols to mop up
enemy striagglers and snipers along the road to the northeast. Their
! mission was to make contact and find out where the enemy was located,
but not to become seriously involved. The lst:Battalion followed
the 2d to the vicinity of BASSIANO, outposted the highground in

the vicinity and sent out patrols., - Two patrols from "B" Company
both met determined enemy resistance on HOUNT TERENTILE and were
forced to withdraw. Xach patrol consisted of ten enlisted men and
one officer, Two patrols from "C" Company were unable to reach
their objectives bscause of rifle and automatic weapons fire, as
well as grenades. Two men were wounded, one by smell arms fire,

and one by a concussion gredade, At least two enemy were killed

by BAR fire. The patrols withdrew carrying the wounded men,

. The Regimental Command Post moved to BASSIANO at 1900 hours.
Three prisoners of war were brought in by the Hegimental I & R platoon.
LT. EARL F. FRANDSEN, 2d Battelion $-3, reported to Regimental
CGommand Post at 2030 hours with LT. WRICHT, who brought in seven
prisoners of war taken on hill 1064. ‘

30 May 1944: The 3d Battalion moved into their new area
near BASSIANO at 0700 hours. fhe Regimental | & R platoon was
given the| mission of contacting the Krench and establishing OP's
for obserjvation on German routes of withdrawal., Company “A" sent
out two ten men patrols. One led by LT. PAUL CULBERTSON was or-
dered to attempt to get observation from the west on the CARPINETO-
ROMANO road, search the immediate high ground and kill or capture
-germans. The patrol approached their objective and occupied it
without enemy resistance, Observation on the CARPINETO-ROMANO road
wes difficult due to haze. The patrol returned at daylight, A
3d patrol from Company "B" consisting of ten men led by LT. ROBERT
P. ELLIS, left at 1600 hours, following the route to CASTA DELLA
SOMBELLE via PALOMBARA. ‘the patrol reach mOUNT GORGOGLIONE from
the south without incident and found prepared enemy positions on
both the nmorth antl south slopes unoccupied. 'They proceeded northeast
to MOUNT PALOKBARA and found unoccupied positions on the south slope.
The patrol then moved north towards the final objective. At 2100
hours, on moving up the south slope of MOUNT CASTA DELLA SOMBELLE '
three enemy were observed by the patrol, Upon discovery, the
enemy jumped into concealed positions. LT, ELLIS sent taree men,
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. ome a German speeking soldier, around the left, flanking ‘the position.
The soldier ordered the Germans to come out and surrender. The
3 German;s agneaél to do so, then suddenly opened fire with machine
guns, killing ome of the Americen soldiers. The remaining two
refm-nad thﬁ fire, The patrol leader sent his sergeant and four
" ‘men'to the. ﬁ.ght 3n an attempt to out-flank the position from thdt
* . ddvection, and took the remaining two men up to where his men were
. fighting, Another machine gun and two rifles opened fire on the
7 patrel. At ‘the same time, the sergeant reported that a machine
- gun had outflanked him on the right. A concussion grenade was
thrown -at: the sergeant and four men from above. The patrol at
this time was: ratmng the fire with unknown results., Fearing
that he night ‘be surrounded, the patrol leader withdrew the patrol
s - ‘to the west, and-attempted to by-pass the strong points to the north.
R 'Homer, ‘the pabrol was again caught in cross fire from two more
S guns from above. All machine guns seemed to be protected
by riflemen. Five machine guns widely dispersed, blocked the patrols
s $o that they remained in position, attempting to locate
rapaE ‘the enemy positians exactly and withdrew just before dawn without
' further casualties. ,
‘At 2200 hours the regiment was alerted for a motorized move.
~ Battalions and ‘special units were notified and transportation officers
g orderesd to meet Captain RIGA, Regimental Transrortation Officer at
" OO0 hours, 31 May 1944.

. LIEUTENANT ROBERT E. BOWKER, former 4 & P
e 3d Battalion, officially reported for duty
Ath -etic and Recreation Officer, Trial Judge Advocate, Awards
and Decuraﬁans Officer and Assistant S-1., At 1230 hours fombat
Feam:3 was relieved by the French units and moved from BASSIANO
I‘h&ﬁ:r to an: aaaembly area near TRE CONCELLI, Italy, formerly a part
of ' the ANZIO MEEEB. ‘The Division was committed to Army reserve
- and again b ama a pa:'t ‘of the II Corps. Hardly had the Regiment
elioaa@in ‘the new area'before a message was received from G-3, 88th
 Bivision alerbing Bombat Team 3, for movement at 2400 hours, periding
TR 'apmval of. #he Hovement Control Officer. A Liaison Officer was
.. sent 1o B_:Lmsion Headquarters for instructions concerning the route
-and destin ",ion. A guartering rarty led by LIEUTENANT COLONEL JAMES
H, nmm, ,gimental Executive 0fficer, was alerted to move to a
new area a.;_-éaon as the Division Order was received.
etgd&'the narrative of a month in which a relatively
axﬁ: &tmty days of fighting against the hitherto
‘egnable an Gustav Line, crushed that line and turned the
: Gsamaﬁ re&m&t into a rout, an accomplishment which deserved and
s reaeimad. the highest commendations,
.- The mem and officers of the 351st Infantry now have a new
; pride in their organization, a new senge of accomplishment, and a
3 ‘:ap‘i::i:b second} tq’ mna in the United States Army.
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: —351:31: Infantry Regmen"c breeking through the forw
grualing pursuit of the enemy across rugged EeE T
: B@. a0’ to Itri; the penetration of the vaunted Hitler .= . Lt e
Sin %tﬁin' days without food; K :;n.’sienax sleeplosa i

. ",lql seemed far away , whea the 351511 Infantry was a.gam
A - enemy and move from its eoneentration ares Hear :
: ,-.onst of Anzio, through Cisternato gn udasemblgr are

A7 Tea.m quar'bering party under commend ef L
rted at once.. After experienging much di
t’ho ﬁmba.t team moved out e.t 0215 heurs\ in o

’U;pon a.rrival at new cencentratian
n’&ul area had been changed to a new’ ]:ao 2
14 “Troops were detrucked: rapialynana: ‘mérehe
sﬁisnod ares. At 0800 houxp*tha"ka it
einity of Coris At 1130 honra Mejor ]
d ‘Post.with imstructions for.guearteri
réeonnaissance of new Reg't!l assbmily erea
o, wes designated by the '“agmen'ha:
@ at once. At 1200 hoursjLt
che eomns.nd Post with instructivms

son‘l:hmst of Va.lmontone,l a.mi
 Infan ‘ and ocontinue the atteeck
am-that then being reconnoitered byj:
5 idmonson, departed at once. wi'th a0
< agsigned area. - Trucks fumn.shd

oted to the battalion areas by - lé% L\‘.r.i’

Bnu A-T Co., Cn Cos Tha Regtl CP s esd
uthwest slopes of Mount Sen Angelos ALl

O hours in ssme general vioinitys The ‘Reg:
rad zzdars 40 report with S-3 to divisiona
-to reesive orderss At the Yivision CF Uafjo
" Regiment. less lst Bn relieve the 338th. j
¥t rear of our 348th. Inﬂanm,

fhereafter. The lst Biﬂé@ remsd
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Bn was directed td relieve the 3rd Bn, 338th Inf on its present pos-
ition vicinity Colle Pastore and launch atteck directly to the north in
regimental zone of action. 2nd Bn was directed to relieve the lst Bm,
338th Infantry, protect the left flank of the regiment and follow the
3rd Bn in the attack., Bn Sommanders of the 2nd and 3rd Bans left at 2000
hours on hasty reconnaissance since relief was to be effected at night-
fall. Regimental Commander and S-3 located with much diffioulty the
Regimental Command Post of the 338th Infantry and completed arrangements
. for effecting the relief of that regiment with Colonel Safay, Regimental
Commander. Colonel Champeny and Major Hobson then joined the 3rd Bn es
it was proceeding forward. The Bn commander of that battalion was foreced
due to shortage of time, to make a night reconnakssance of the Regimental
zone of sction with his company commenders prior %o issuing orders for
attack et 0400 hours. '

June 2,1944
_‘T

The relief of the 338th Infantry wes completed at 0100 hours and
3rd Bn launched its atteck on time, The Regimental Command Poat was
set up in the Gommand Post location of the 3rd Bn, 338th Infantry, in a
deep cellar on|Hill 506 which provided an excellent OP as well as CP. The
‘attack launched with some apprehension due to the fact that the Regiment
was known to bBe faced by elements of the vaunted Hermenn Goering Div-
ision. These German soldiers were kmown to have a high morale in addi-
tion to being young, vigorous, fighting men. The attack of the 3rd Bn
_ brocesded rapidly. Enemy machine gun nests end snipers were dealt with
effectively by artillery fire and efforts of our own riflemen, Major
Furr, Commanding Officer, 3rd Bn, received from one of his company com- !
manders, en erroneous report that Hill 401 had been captured and pro- ¢
cesded at once to join thet company., However, upon arrival on the ob- i
jective, Major Furr with his Bn S-3 and Operation Sgt, instead of finding '
his ¢ ompeny, discovered a group of 15 Germans. One of the Germens was
jmmediately shot by Major Furr while at the same time the Bn S-3 and the !
Operations Sgt opened fire, killing two others. The remainder of the :
Germans threw several hand grenades, wounding the Bn S-3 end the Operations
Sgt, and fled., Compmny "I® arrived on their objective to find it already .
captured by the Battelion Commander. The 3rd Bn pushed forward eggreaive- .
ly all during the day, capturing end killing many Germens. Included
emong the captives were the Battalion Commander and the Baitalion Surgeon
- of s Hermann Goering Battalion. One prisoner of war stated thet 60% of
his battalion were casualties due mostly to accurate small arms fire of
our dough boys. Many of the Germans were killed by hand grenades throvn
into dugouts in which they were trying to conceal themselves. TUpon the
- capture of theLinitial objective, Mount Mezza Sebra, by the 3rd Bn, the
regimental zonp of action wes widened to such an extent that it was ne-

| cessary to empﬁ.oy the 2nd Bn (less one company jinr egimental Reserve) a-

- breast of the Brd Ba., The drive continued unabited; Srd Bn clearing the
town of Carchitta while the 2nd Bn drove the Germans from the town of Sen
Cesareo. Together the two Bns pushed aoross Highway 6, main supply route
of the Germans from “ome, and geined high ground north of it. During this
operstion tenks from the 752 Taenk Bn were employed effectively once they
were able to overtake the fast moving doughbdys. Several G orman tanks,
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~—"  self-propelled and 88mm guns were kmocked out by direct fdre of our tanks.
i Upon outting Highway 6 at 1630 hours, the 2nd and 3rd Bns reorganized and

established road blocks along Highway 6 and road north of and running
generally parallel to Highway 6.

Salynski, acting as advanced guard for the 2nd Battalion in the vicinity
of the small [tovm of San Cesareo, Italy ren into ememy resistance. This
was reduced. ' Twelve “erman prisoners were taken and sent to the rear,
During this achtion Private First Ulass Asa E. Farmer with his bazooka
destroyed two German half-tracks, containing approXimately twenty men.

In order to cofipletely destroy the personnel, Private Tarmer threw a frag-
mentation grenade into the half-tracks. =

| .
The }st Platoon of Co "G" under the command of 2nd Lt. Andrew

After reorganization, the lst Platoon continued with the mission
of entering the town of San Cesareo from the west end cleaning out the en-
emy. One German machine gun was encountered at the square and through the
inttiative of S/Sgt Roy A. Boetteger, was promptly knocked out by rifle
fire.

Again reorganizing, the lst Platoon moved out of town on to High-
wey 6. Here a road block was established by Lt. Salynski. The men took
adventage of all protection and conceaslment afforded by several houses and
stone walls in the vicinity. The large bend in the road was to be the cen-
ter of all sotivity. An OP was established in the 2nd floor of e nearby
building from which the entire platoon could be alerted at the approach
of enemy vehicles., The enemy had no knowledge whatsoever of our being
in position here,

The fiirst German vehicle to come down Highway 6 from the direction
of Rome was g reconnaissance car containing four men., The 2nd squad under
the able leadership of Cpl Edward J. Murphy opened fire on this car and
slowed it down sufficiently to allow the bazooka team on the bend and the
rifle grenadiers to demolish the wvehicle, killing all occupants.

Almost simultaneously, a German seden appeared from the opposite
direction, conteining three field grade officers and a non-commissionred
officer as cheuffsur. The 3rd sauad under Privete Felix P, Burakiewicz,
opened up on them forcing the wvehicle to erash into the platoon OP build-
ing. One of the officers attempted to get away and was promptly shot
down by Lt, Salynski. Next a motorcycle from the same direction as the
sedan came along and wes destroyed by concentrated rifle fire from the
3rd squad, 4bout twenty minutes later the first of five jeeps to be des-
troyed by this platoon approsched from the dirsction of Rome. Private
Francis G, Crites, with his BAR was instruwental in destroying this jeep
along with its four occupants. The other four jeeps were completely des-
troyed with their occupmats by the combined efforts of the entire platoon.
Immediately thereafter, two motorcycles came down the road and were like-
wise destroyed. The last motorcyclist had just destroyed a bridgze200 yards °
southeast on Highway 6. Fifteen minutes later, the prime mover of a Ger-
man .88 with its gun attacked was captured in the vieinity of the bridge
previously blown up. *he driver and the assistant driver were wounded as

they attemptjd 850D
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“oproximately thirty minutes later e German half-track approached from the dir=-
ection of Rome and again Private Farmer with his bazooka took careful aim and
made a direct hit, blowing pieces of the half-track one hundred yards away and
killing all occupants. Ten minutes later another half-track coming from the op~-
posite direction was destroyed by Frivate Farmer. This time the helf-track
was forced into the platoon 0.P, with all five Germans killed.

- Enemy mortar fire then began to fall on the lst Flatoon. All men took cover
and remained in position while a messenger went back to the company commander,
1st &t, William G, Hohenadel, in order to get more ammunition and report the
general situation. Immedietely after dispatching the runner an enemy machine-
gun opened fire from e building across the highway without doing any damage to
the platoon. After locating the machine-gun from the 0.FP., fire was brought to
bear on it by Sgt. John F, Ebel, and Lt. Salynski, and the gun was finally si-

lenced. This wes later proven to have been kmocked out. Hext, o light seden

came down the highway, observed the chaotic scene and surrendered without any
fight.

Two men were then sent back, as all bazooka and grenade launcher ammunition hed
been expended. The Cal .30 ammunition was also getting very low. A check of
the platoon showed mo casualtles at this time. While awaiting the arrival of
ammnition; four American tanks arrived and were fired on by German tanks. The
American tanks went back into partisl defilade and took up the fight. The 1lst
Platoon found themselves in the center of this activity. The tanks fought for
gbout two hours until darkness fell. After dark, contact was made with the
oompany O0.P, about five hundred yards away in order to get relief. After hav-

~ ag been relieved for two hours by "E" Company, the platoon returned to the

“—same area and again took up their positions to remain until dawmn. About 0700,
3rd of June, the 88th Division recomnaisence company arrived to take over.,

The regimental CP was established in an old factory building near Stazne di
Zagarole, and Lt, Gillen, Liaison Officer was dispatched to guide the rear reg-
imental CP to this location. As the CP personnel proceeded forward, they were

subjected to heavy strafing attacks by enemy airplene as well as being fired upon

indirectly by enemy 20 mm gun., At 0515 hours, Lt, Mayfield, Division Liaison
Officer, arrived at the CP with Division Directive calling for attack west along,
and to the south of highway 6, within a regimental zone of 3000 yards. The Div-
igion and Corps objective was the cutting on North South roed vie Tor Sapienza

" just east 6f Romg as well as siezing important bridges over the Aniese River.
Time of attack wis designated as 0530 hours with Line of Departure the north and
. south roed running through San Cesareo. The 85th Division on the left was to
attack abreast and simmltaneously with us. Due to the fact that orders were re-
ceived just 15 minutes prior to the time the attack was to be launched and also
that the assault battelions were some distance north of their Line of Departure,
displacement thereto incurring complete chenge in direction, it was impossible to
launch the atteck at the time designated. A%t 0630 hours, the 3rd Bn jumped off
with 2nd Bn, whioh moved-more slowly orossing the LD at 0700 hours.

The Battalions were generally abreast, 2nd Bn on left and 3rd Bm on right. The
1st Bn which had been in Division reserve was released to the Regiment at 2300
hours 2 Yune and had moved up during the night of 2/3 June to a position some
5000 yards south of highway 6. The lst Bn was directed to close to 600 yards and
follow the 2nd Bn protecting the flanks of the regiment. Both assault Bns moved
orward aggressivley meeting resistance from German armored elements and self-
~—propelled guns. At this time it was noted thet there had been some confusion in

-4#
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“asignating bounderies for the two other divisions participating in the attack.
AT 2nd Bn which wes using a power line within its zone found that a regiment of
85th Division (337th Inf) had the same power line vwithin zone assigned to it.
The 3rd Diwvision had, through some misteke, been given boundaries almost identi-
oael with those assigned this regiment. As a result, after we had crossed the LD
it was necessary for the 2nd Bn to sidestep in front of the 337th Inf, while our
1st Bn found itself foldowing the 337th Inf and was forced to sideslip to the right
thence to the left, in order to follow our 2nd Bn., Also the regiment was being
followed by the 3rd Division which was deployed in attack formation. In spite of
these complications the regiment was kept intact and under control while moving
forward eggressively in the attac k. The town of Collonna within the regimental
zone was partly by-passed by 3rd Bn and the regimental .staff with a portion of
the Regimental I & R platoon, officially captured the town end were greeted by
numerous +telien eivilians who insisted all join in merry-making over bottles of
Dego Red vino. The command echelon stopped momentarily along the road running
just east of the town of.Colonne-to meke radio contect with the leading battalions
some 500 yards west. As this contact was being established, a terrific artillery
barrage (direct fire) decended upon the commend personnel. The barrage emanéted
from immediately in rear of the CP within regimental zone of action. Thinking
that possibly during the rapid advance German 88mm guns had been by-passed to our
right, all personnel moved west of the road, but artillery fire continued falling
very close to all individuals, wounding the regimental commander in the shoulder.
The CP agein moved weme 300 yards to the west to a house which promptly received
direct hits from what seemed to be 3 inch tank destroyer guns or 75mm guns. After,
the house had recpived 4 such direct hits, all personnel took cover in a German
dugout in a nearby field with the exception of the regimental commander end the.
artillery liaison officer, Captain Corcoren, who was frantically calling our own
‘vision artillery, requesting hat all artillery fires be lifted from Colonna,
—wie to the fact that the fire was falling on friendly troops. In the meantime,
Major Sadler, S-2, located on the ridge to our rear, an:American tank bettalion
attaeched to 3rd Division (Howze Task Force) vhich had been delivering this de~
moralizing fire. After admonition by Major Sadler in no uncertain terms, the fir-
ing ceased. The regimental command post them moved at 1100 hours to a large villa
on a ridge overloocking the Regimental zone of action, which made an excellent OP
as well as a comfortable command Ffost, In the meantime, the rear regimental CP
had been having difficulties as great as those experienced by the forward CP.

At about 1000 hours a report came to the rear regimental command post
located in Statz de Zagarola, Italy, thet two wiremen from Regimental Headquarters
Company had been wounded by ememy snipers only about 500 yards away from the CP.
Captaib Leo L. Seutter, Headquarters Commandent, immediatély secured em M-l rifle
and teking four men also armed vith M-ls with him, he went to the assistance of
the wounded men. As he neared the spot where they ley, he observed that another

- group of wiremen were pinned down in an open field by enemy machine gun fire.
Captain Seutter located the enemy machine gun position, but found that it could
not be fired upon except from an exposed position. He then ordered his men to teke °
cover and though |exposed to enemy fire, he crawled to a point which commanded the
machine gun posifion and ppened fire, He killed six of the ememy thus silencing
the gun and enebling his wounded men to be evacuated.

The presemce-of a number of Germen snipers caused Captain Sautter to send
e message baok to the command post for more men, When he discovered a German
armored oar and two other machine gumns, he sent a driver back to get a 50 caliber
machine gun and a tank or armored car. In the meantime he observed & company of
6 349th Infentry approeching and standing up in full view of the ememy, he sig-
“~ahlled to the approaching company to prevent them walking into the fire of the

-5
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“—‘machine guns and armored oar. Unable to attract their attention, he ran
down the slope to contact the company commender. While Captain Seutter
was talking to the company commander, a sniper shot the lieutenant, wound~
ing him seriously. Captain Sautter seeing no other officer inthe vieinity,

| took command of the company reorganizing it, and had it in position for

an attack when other officers of the 349th Infantry arrived. By this time
I two tanks requested by Captain Sautter arrived to assist the 349th Infentry

in their attack| and Captain Sautter and his men withdrew to the command
Pﬁﬂtv N

Captain R.D. Brown, Regimental Adjutant, had .gone forward in a jeep
to assist Captain Sautter early in the fight but had run into a perfectly
camouflaged German machine gun which opened fire at a range of about thirty
yards., Two men in the jeep were killed and Captain Brown was wounded.

Brigadier General Kendall visited the command post at 1130 hours
and discussed the situation and plans with the Regimental Commander, super-
vising the dressing of his wound, received by the previously described ar-
tillery barrage. The 350th Infantry which had been following to our left

- rear was ordered by Division to pass through our 2d Battalion once they were

- able to overtake it. The lst Battalion was shifted from the left flank to
the right flank and given the mission of following the 3d Battalion and pro-
tecting the right flank of the regiment., Both assault battalions pro-
gressed satisfactorily, oapturing meny prisoners of war and cleaning out
machine gun nests and snipers. Both battalions were ordered by the reg-
imental commander to push forward aggressively so as to obtain the regi-
i mental, division and corps objective prior to daylight.

It was the ambition of the regimental commander to keep the 2d

battalion moving at such a pace that the 350th Infantry would be unable
. to overteke it, in spite-of the fact that this battalion was moving in *

the face of de%:rmined enemy resistance, while the 350th Infantry was
mersly marching in route column, Our hopes fell at 1900 hours when the
2d Battalion Co ding Officer, HMajor Shull, rsported that the 350th
Infantry had overtaken his rear elements. Luckily enough, the regimental
commander was not convinced that such had happened and upon rechecking
with Major Shull, found that the report was incorrect. The 350th was
still some distance to our rear. The 2d Battalion then forged shead
with a renewed determination not to be overtaken.

. " At 0400 hours by way of SCR radio, the regimentel commander wms
notified thet both asseylt battalions were on objectives, vicinity of
Tor Sepienza, 4000 yards east of Rome, and that important bridges over
the Aniene River had been siezed before the Germans were able to de-
molish them. The Regimental Command:Post Aispleeed at 0530 hours tn 2
position southwest of Sapienge direc?ly in rear of leading battalions,
The objective which the regiment had anxiously been awaltln the city of
Rome, was now close at hand. From our positions, we could see the tow=
ering buildings of the city. If the orders had not been such that we
were required to stop on this objective, the regiment could heve entered
Rome early on the morning of 4 June with less resistence then was later
encountered on the afternoon of 4 June when our lst Battalion did enter
the city. Both battalions reorganized and vere resupplied while the

-6-
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“~ 1gt Battalion closed to positions 1000 yards to right rear of 3d Battalion,
At about 0830 hours orders were received from Major feneral Sloan through
Lt. Mayfield, Division Liaison officer, to push forward at once with one
bettalion utilizing motorized elements along highway 101, enter Rome and
sieze importent bridges over the Tiber River. One plaioon of the 88th
Reconnaissaince Troop was attached to the regiment for this operation.

The regimental I & R platoon together with part of the platoon of the 88th
Recoznaisseinee Troop moved forwerd rapidly along highway 101 towards Rome
to be followed by Company “C" which was motorized, by prime movers of the

- regimentel anti-tank company. Led by Captain Meeks, Commanding Officer,
Anti-Tenk Company and Captain Williams, the Commanding Officer of the 1st
Battalion, Company C entered highway 101 vieinity Sapienza at 0830 hours,
proceeding rapidly to join the I & R platoon. The lst Battalion of the
350th Infantry with tanks attached (a special task force with the same
mission as that given'the lst batialion) followed in rear of our lst batte-
lion. The Regfimental I & R platoon met considerable resistance from a
German strongppint on ridge line approxzimately one mile east of Rome, just
north of the spburb Centocelle., The platoon left their vehicles and pro-
ceeced forward on foot in an effort to recomnoiter the terrain and deter-
mine the s<rength, location and armement of the strong peint. In the
ensuing action, Lt. MeClure, I & R platoon leader, was killed, by cross-
fire from two (German machine guns. Thus ended the career of one of the
most fearless fighting men of this organization. Almost single-handed
in the preceding day's action, he had captured approximately 50 Germans.
In accomplishing every mission to which he was assigned, he proceeded
with utter disregard for his own personal safety. His death was indeed
a great loss to the reziment.

~ As Captain Meeks and Captain Williams, Commending Officers, Anti-
Tank Compeny and lst Battalion, respectively, leading Company C, rounded
'a curve near the German strongpoint mentioned anove, they were fired upon
by e machine gun which punctured the tires and radiator of their "jeep".
The startled driver braked the vehicle so suddenly that Ceptain "Hlliams,
riding in the rear seat, did a complete somersault in the eir, landing on
his feet in the roadway. Needless to say, all other occupants of the
vehicle dismounted rapidly, bteking cover in the ditech to The right of the
road. Just as the last man cleared the "jeep"”, an 88mm shell demolished
it. The diteh on the right of the road proved to be poor cover as machine
gun and sniper fire came uncomfortaocly close to all individuals. Noticing
petter defilade to the left of the road, all dashed scross, miraculously
escaping injury from the hail of macnine gun fire.

Meanwhile, Compeny C in the 1-1/2 ton trucks had been greeted with
the seme hail of machine gun and 88mm fire. However, in spite of the ex-
posed position of the trucks, the men detirucked rapidly, in good order with
very few casualties.(One killed). Company C was held up by enemy resistance.
The lst battalion,(less company C) under commsnd of the battalion executive
officer, Captain Carmon, following Company C, moved to the west of Company
¢ and went around this resistance. The lst battelion accompanied by sev-
eral Tenk Destroyers and three taniks, then moved promptly into the city of
Rome, arriving at 1530 hours, the first Infantry to enter the city.

Our reception was tremendous. The streets were jammed with the
. exulting Italian populace. In spite of the occasional skirmishes with
“—'. German snipers, it was almost more difficult to advance through the throngs
-~ of grateful Romans than against enemy resistence. Vino offered in glasses,
in pitchers, in bottles, and even in kegs was plentiful on every hand.
. Vehicles were completely covered by Italians who clamvored avomrd for the
triumphal procession, Kisses were freely bestowed by Doth male and female
citizens and suffered .or enjoyed Eﬁ;FhB recipient accordingly. Long
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.  concealed Amernican and Itelien flags made their eppearance as if by magie,

i carbinieri, emboldened by the presence of friendly troops,

s and Fascists alike. This city has been touched lightly

ere are few scenes of devastation such as we have seen in

most Italian cities evacuated by the Germans, nor does the appearance of
most of the people indicate such hardships as were suffered by the people
of* southern Italy. Nothing was too good for the American soldier in Rome
today. Though our troops were quite naturally pleased with their recsption,
nothing could distract them long, from their primary objective, to catch and
destroy the fleeing Germans. Since our mission was to sieze three oridges
‘over the Tiber River and cmntinue to the northwest to sieze high grownd
beyond Rome, we were not able to tarry within the city of Rome to enjoy
the ravelry. At 0100 hours, lst battalion reached Ponte Milvio, the
bridge over the Iiber which had been designated for this regiment to eross. X
The regimental commend post was estaolished in a park near this cridge at
0100 hours. Detachments from Company "A" were placed on the Ponte Milvio
to protect it from sabotage. The lst Battalion followsd by the 2d Battalion
then continued across the bridge and after & short rest, both moved down
higawey 2 at about 0530 hours. As the 1lst battalion moved down & slope

; approximately 1-1/2 miles from the Tiber river along highway 2, they were

| greeted by heavy machine gun and small arms fire. Company B was sent to

the east in an attempt to outflank this resistance which wes holding up
the advance of the battalion, but ran intoc heavy machine gun and sniper

. fire, and was unable to execute the maneuver. 2d Battalion about 600
yards to the rear had halted behind the first hill mass. Orders were
promptly issudd by the regimental commander for the 24 Battalion to

take up the atiteck to the north in regimental zone of action, the lst

" batialion to follow the 2d battalion. The 2d battalion advance to the

north on a broad front, using tenks,and cut the road at Castel-Giuboileo-
Sepalera. From this point, the regimentel commander and members of his
ataff were avle to observe the enemy teking up delaying positions to our
front. Through Captein Corcoran, Artillery Liaison Officer, heavy ar-
tillery concentrations were plaoedupon the Germans, killing many and
ctiusing the remeinder to abandon their pos itions and withdraw repidly %o
the rear, Tank destroyer units were brought up and placed direct fire
upon parked enemy vehicles. At 1630 hours the 2d battalion reached the ob-
jeetive, taking up positions north of the road. The lst battelion took
up positions just south of the road. 3d battalion remained in division
reserve in the vicinity of Rome, Lt. Mayfield, Division Liaison Qfficer,
reported with the information that the 3d battalion hed been relessed to
regimentel control and was moving forward by marching, also that the
regiment would be relieved by 349th Infantry on this position. Lt.
Farley vwas dispatched to meet the battalion end indicave to them their
assembly aree in rear of regimentel objective. The regiment rested end
resupplied during the remainder of the 6th and 7th of June. The regiment
was prepared to move forwerd in the aftermoon of the 7th of June, by
motor shuttle to an asseﬂuly ares immediately in thr rear of the 350th
Infantry. 3d battalion wes designated as part of a special motorized force,
(E11lis Task Force) which included the 9lst Reconnaissance Sguadron, 756th

_ Tank battalioxn and 804th Tank Destroyer battalion. This force moved for-

E werd at 1415 hours, 7 June, to sieze and occupy division end corps ob-

: _ jectives in the vicinity of Orte end Lorisno. At 1600 hours the regiment
received orders to move forward by shuttle and relieve the 350th Infentry
at its present position. Quartering parties and battaliorn commanders

" moved -at 1700 hours to make reconnaisssznce and arrangements for relief

“p% 1800 hours, 24 battalion moved out on the first shuttle and relieved
" the lst battalion, 350th Infantry in the vicinity of Monterosi, Italy.

Thé 1lst battalion on the 2d shuttle completed the relief of the 2d battalion
=B
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— 350th Infantry in the vicinity of if:nterosi, Italy at 013 hours. The
regimental command post was estavlished in Konterosi. The 3d battalion
continued as pert of the Ellis Task Force. Lt. Richart, Battalion S-2
with two riflemen,while on road reconnaissa:ce, surprised a group of
100 Germarns wnich included six officers, marching down the road. Point-
ing the light machine gun mounted on the jeep at che group, Lt. Richart
stated in English thet they were all surrounded end demanded that they
surrender. Fortunately one of the German officers understood English,
In the meantimg, one of the riflemen with.Lt. Richart, spoke the same

. message in Ge  The Germans were convinced, and Lt. Richart with
his riflemen tpok the entire group prisouers without firing a shot.
At 2205 hours,|7 June, 2d battalion was alerted for motor movement to
join the Ellis: Task Force upon orders from division headquarters. Trucks
for this motor movement were spotted in the battaiion area by 0600 hours
8 June, Brigadier Gerieral Kendall and Brigadier General Kurtz, arrived
at the commend post at 1000 howrs and conferred with Colonel Champeny.
Previous to their arrivel, the regiment had been ordered to entruck
Company F in preparation for movement forvward. General Kendall gave
further details for this movement, specifying that one platoon, Company
F move to Sutri and Compeny F (less one pletoon) to Cappranissa. One
platoon of machine guns from H Company joined Compeny F to provide add-
itional fire power. At 1440 hours, Major Lowenverg, 82d Fighter Unit,
15th Air Force visited the commend post and regquested permission to
move to the front to observe the action there. Permission was granted
by the regimentel commender and transporteiion wes furnished Major
Lowenburg. He was sent to Mejor Furr, Comsanding Officer, 3d battalion.
. - At 1930 hours he returned to the command poss after having witnessed the
~ destruction of many Germasns as well as having obtained & much clearer
’ picture of the life of an infantryman. At 2115 hours, 2d battalion was
ordered to move to the vicinity of mep coordinates 5920 and join the
Ellis Task Force in that vicinity.

Communder visited the commend post and indicated the new boundaries of II
Corps. Upon close observation, it wes noticed that the 88th Vivision was
pinched out of [the operation and that the Franch Expeditionary Corps
would relieve the II Corps on a narrower Corps frontege.

{ 9 June 1944-- it 1300 hours Brigadier General Kendall, Assistant Division

10 June 1944--At 0930 hours, message vas received from Division releasing
both the 2d batitelion and the 3d batbtalions to regimental c¢ontrol. Trans-
. portetion was immediately dispetched to 3d babttalion while 24 battalion
ves ordered to return to its area in the vicinity of kionterosi in trans-
portation now with them, Orders were received at 1000 hours to dispatch
a quartering party at once to Ostra Lido southwes: of Rome to reconnoiter
bivouac area to be occupied by the regiment during the coming rest period.
Shortly after the quartering perties departed, another message was received
from division stating that the area vicinity of Ostra Lido was unsuitable
as a rest area. Major Sadler, S-2 was dispatched at once to endeavor to
retrieve the regimental quartering perties. However they had reached their
destinetion before he overtook them and were on their way back, hsving
received informetion concerning change in orders at the proposed oivouac area.
= \
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“~ The 24 battalion closed in new battelion area at 1325 hours. Lhe 3d
battalion due to extreme cungestion of treffic on roads caused by the
moving up of the 6th South Afriecen Armored Division, did not close in
new area until 2400 hours.

; Sally, the German radio propagenda girl, announced in her regular
daily broadeast, that the 85th Division were a bunch of good boys, but the
88th Division fights like blood-thirsty cut-throats.

.11 June 1944-- At 1005 hours all organizetions of the regiment were order-
ed to turn in all ammunition except that necessary for guard and anti-
" airecraft protection, this being in preparation for movement to rest ares.
At 1400 hours, Colotiel Champeny knd Mejor Hobson, attended a meeting with
the Yivision Commander at the Division Command Post located at Formello.
During the course of this discussion, iajor Gepmersl John K. Sloan commended
the regiment higily for its work in the offensive, He stated that the
division had received many commsndations which heve been forwarded to lower
units amd wnich must reach the men in order that they might know their work
was being appreciated greatly. He stated that utmost efforts should be
made in selecting at once, officers and men for promotions end decorations.
The regiment was singularly lauded by the Genersal for its march from
Mount Civita across the mountains to Itri, declering it as outstending
and thet the operation in teking Mount Civite was in itself a "max". fhe
The following specific points were stressed by General Sloan as lessons
to be learned from expgriences in the offénsive;- l-Reorgenizstion; 2-
Swif't movement; 3-Meneuver-use of troops; 4~ battalion commanders must
learn to handle task forces; 5-Regiments must not be road bound; 6~
Tenks should be out front whensver possible; 7-Commuuicetions-radios
did not function properly; 8-Speedier staff work in transmitting orders
from higher echelons to lower echelons; S-Maximum use of fire power;
10-Orientation of new officers and men with the stendards of the 88th Division;
1l-Cooperation of the tanks, artillery and infantry. The Division
Commander stated that Rome was not gpen for passes as yet. However, the
Army commander desires that all men know that they will be permitted to
visit Rome as soon as possible. It is the desire of the Division Commender
that the top men be rewarded by being given first opportunity to visit
Rome on pass. Other points to be siressed during the rest period ineluded
the maintenance of motor transporation, care of men and weapons, sanitetion,
anti-mealerial practices eand venereal prophalaxysis. Men will be stripped
for action by doing away with all unnecessary issue equipment.

12 June 1944--B% 0530 hours, Lt. liayfield, Division Lieisan Officer report
ed to the regimental command posi with final approval on location for reg-
imental bivouale area southeast of Rome in the vieinity of Lake Albano.
Quartering parfties were directed to move out immediately with regimental
mine platoon in order to clear any mines wnich might be discovered in

" bivouac erea. Lt. Colgnel Drake, deperted with these parties at 0930 hours.
The greater part of the day was spent by the men in taking showers end care
and cleaning of equipment with short exercise periods and hikes.,

13 June 1944~-pt 845 hours, Wovement Memorandum from the ¥ovement Control
- Officer, Headguerters, 68th Infentry Division was received. The 35lst Inf-
entry was to proceed slong route 2 through Rome, thence along highway 7 to
_bivouac area, II Corps furnished 128 Z-L/Z ton long wheel obase wvehicles in
~ 9 serigly departing at 1200--1245--15330--1415-~1500~~1545-~1630~~1715-~1745
" “hours. A march table was prepared and submitted to all units. A% 1250 the
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the command post at Monterosi was closed and march command post estao~

‘lished. -A% 1530 huurs, new command post in vicinity of Lake Albano was

opened. This commend post wes probably the best yet occupied by regiment-
al headguarters  since it consists of a large villa which although located
in zone of he fighting, it miraculously esceped damage. Plumbing and
lighting fixtures were in good condition. At 1940 hours, the regiment
closed into the new bivouac area and that fact was reported to ACofTS, G-3.
Treining Memorandum No. 1k, Beadquarters 88th Infantry Division, was re-
ceived and action teken to comply with same at once, Until the 19th of
June, the regiment would rest, reorganize and resupply, with particular
attention being given orderly arrangement of bivouac areas, police, san-

~ itation, and malarial and venereal disease ocontrol, - Maximum numoer of

pass privileges would be extended to both officers and enlisted men during
this period; passas to be issued on a priority basis to those most deserving.
After 19 June, training will be continued deily between hours of 0700 end
1500, Sundeys and holidays excepted, with particulaer emphasis on these
subjects: a. Attack treining; b. Correction of errors made in combat; c.
Physical conditioning; d. Discipline end courtesy; e. Infantry-Tenk-aArtill-
ery coordination; f. Care of weapons and equipment; g. Specialist sraining; -
h. motor maintenance; i- Instruction of backward men; j-Special schools in
tacties for all officers and p.atoon sergeants; and k.—Special instruction
of staff officers. Bath schedules were to be arranged to insure each man
getting at least two hot shovere per week., In order to be prepared for

any possible contingency, one battelion in the Division would be kept
constently alerted and would be designated as the alert battalion.

A message waes transmitted to all battalions and special units to
submit trai schedules by 1800 hours, 14 June for period of one week=-
schedules to be besed upon the training preseribed in the Trainiyg Memoran-
dum 11, Headquarters 88th Infantry ivision.

14 June 1944--At 0918 Mejor General John K. Sloan, Commending General, 88th
Infentry “1viaion, visited che command post for conference with the regimental
commander: Muring the conference, General Sloan stated that in addition to
the training directed in Training Memorandum No. 11, Headguarters, 88th
Infantry Yivision, instruction and practical work would be given in the

attack of a fortified position. This trainiag had been directed oy the
Commanding General, of II Corps. General Sloan was in a very good mood

and comnended the regiment on its work. At 1400 hours all officers were
assembled at the regimental command post for a conference with the regimental
commander. The regimental commander reviewed the extensive operations from

. Santa Maris Infente, to Monterosi, Italy in great detail, pointing out

mistakes made and calling attention to corrections which would be applied
in future operations. In addition to This, he covered quite completely

all points taken up by General Sloen in his meeting of 1l June. Emphasis
was placed upon the indoctrination of new officers and men in the standerds
expected of men in the division. At the conclusion of this cmnference,

the regimental commender requested that all company commanders having

new officers assigned, to their companies, oring them forwerd for in-
troduoction and brief telk with the regimental commander. Throughout

the day all organizations were engaged in reorgenization, resupply and
organization of dDivouac areas and bathing. During the afternoon it was

-learned that 200 men would be granted all day paases to Rome on the 15th

of June. This|news was received wilh great enthusiasm by all individuals
due to the fact that althougn this regiment was the (irst to enter the

\f'Eternal Civy, it had not been given the opportunity to enjoy it.
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~ 15 June 1944--At 0830 hours the lst convoy of 200 men and 20 officers
left the regimental aree for a one day visit to Rome. Edd Johnson, war
news correspondent & the Chicago Sun, visited the command post for a
conference with Major Hobson, Regimentel S-3, Lt., Bodie end Lt. Gillen
were placed in charge of plans for the recreation and entertainment of
the men of the regiment. Lt. Bodie was in charge of movies and U.S.0.
shows, Lt. Yillen in charge of arranging for c:invoys taking the men and
officers on pass to Rome and swimming in nearby Lake Albano, and to
shower units on schedule. Lt. Mayfield, Regimental Liaison Officer to
Divis ion, returned to the regiment for duty during the rest period. The
work in the battalions consisted of iluprovement and ‘policing of bivouac
areas and con ed reorganization and resupply of equipment. The first
movie in several weeks was enjioyed by the men of the regiment in an
outdoor theater centrally locaced in the regimental bivouac area.

16 June 1944--L%t. Col. Furr, kajor Shull, eand Ceptain Williams, battalion
commanders snd liajor Hobson, Regimental 8-3, end Ceptein Blanch, Regimental
communioations Officer, left for a well deserved rest at Sorrento, Italy.
Ceptain Edmonson, Assistant S-3, called e meeting of battalion S-3's to
discuss plans for the training of the regiment during the following week.
Overlays of the bivouac area and training aree of the division were dis-
tributed. The regiment received its quota to Irving Berlin's originel
show "This Is The Army" which was being presented at the Royal Opera tHouse
in Rome, by en all G.I. cast. The Division Commender amnounced that
rofatidn-of men and officers of the division to the United States would
begin immediately and requested recommendetions for the month of June.
This ammouncement wes received with great enthusiasm by all members of

the regiment. An order wes received by the regiment to reorganize

during this rest period under Table of Orgenization 7-11 dated 26 February
1944, Orders were issued to effect reorganizetion.

17 June 1944-- Colonel Arthur S. Champeny, left by plane for Cairo, Egypt
early this morning for a well earnmed rest. The pass quotas for one day
passes to Rome were doubled today and a group of 110 enlisted men went

to Foro Mussolini, 5th Army Rest Camp on the banks of the *iber in Rome

for a four dey period. Six officers of the regiment k ft for the Hotel
Excelsior in Rome, which has been converted into a 5th Army Officer's

rest center. |lhe “ivision Red Cross unit set-up & snack bar and recreation
area near Aloano which was well patronized and enjoyed by the men fof the
-regiment. Lt. Elton H. Mayfield, Regimental Lieison Cfficer to Division,
was ewarded the Bronze Star for exceptiomally meritorious service in combet
during the period 16 April 1944 to 8 June 1944, Lt. Mayfield's determination
and resourcefulness in carrying out his duties as Liaison Officer betwecn
Division and Regiment are well known to all of us. He made many trips over
the most difficult mountainous terrain oftentimes under fire., +n carry
orders from the division commsnder to the regimentel commander, when all
other meens of communteation was not suceessful., Lt. lisyfield's award was
well deserved. -

18 June 1944-~There was no training schedule todey althouszh a 100% Ordnance
inspection was made by ell units . Both Protestent and Catholic services
were held by all units of the regiment by the regimental and batialion
chaplains, Passes for enlisted men and officers to Rome were c:ntinued.
- Meny officers and men were able to attend services in the beautiful
..churches of the “termal City. At 2145 hours a directive was received
from division alerting the regiment for a move to a new ares anc all
units vere notified immediately.

19 June 1944-+Lt. Mayfield returned from division with maps end an overlay
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./ of the new regimentel area, located north of Civitevecchia., Orders were
received that henceforth, gas masks will be kept so as to be available to
all personnel within 30 minutes. In cembet, gas maesks will be worn at all
times. An immediate check of all chemical warfare equipment was ordered.
At the same time a meeting of ell lst Sergeants vas held at the Service
Compeny area, with the regimentel personnel officer to discuss means of
improving administrative procedure, particularly with reference to battle
casualty reports. The daily drill scnedule will run from 0700 hours to
1500 hours. The remainder of the day to be spent in athletics, recreation
and care of bivouac areas and eguipment.

20 June 1944«- At 0600 hours, gquartering perties from e£ll units and the en-
tire Anti-Tank Company ieft for the new bivaac arsa near Civitavecchia.
The Anti-Tank company accompenied the quartering party for the purpose of
sweeping any uncleared territory in the bivouac ares for ememy mines. All
company commenders, lst Serpeents and the personnel officer and adjutant
attended a meeting conducted by Colonel Watkins, Inspector General, NATOUSA,
concerning means of reporting battle casualvies more promptly. Colonel
Watkins cleared up several points concerning recent changes in morning
reports end baptle casualty reports with which the compeanies had been
cnncerned. He|also outlined the procedure which should be used in getting
reports on caswelties to higher headquarters promptly. Lt. Colonel .
wilder, Division Chemical Officcr, visitéd the command post to discuss
passive air defense and bomb recounaissance with regimental S-3. Major
General Sloen visited the regimental command post during the afternoon
and ordered that the training schedule be extended from 1500 hours to
1630 hours daily with one third of the training to be night treining.

“— hereafter. A showdown. inspection was ordered for Sund:sy 25 Juns. All
passes were cancelled until further notice.

22 June 1944--Rezular training schedule carried on throughout the day.
Showers were scieduled between 0800 end 1100 hours continuing the regular
schedule of showers which had been maintained during the rest period.
March tebles for the move to Tarquinie were prepasred end distrivuted

to all units. .

23 June 1944--The regular training schedule was maintained throughout
the day, in addition to preparation for the move to Tarquinia., The
first unit to move was regimental headquarters and headquarters company,
vihich left the ares at 1745 hours. The remeinder of the regiment followed
. on schedule, the last unit clearing the regimental ares at 2315 hours.
The Headguarters Detachment arrived at the new area at 2140 hours, and
established the new command post. Shortly afterwards, Colonel Arthus
S. Chempeny, Régimental Commender returned from his trip to Cairo, Lgypt.
Colonel Champeny was in excellent spirits and expressed himself as having
enjoyed the six day exoursion thoroughly. Battelion commanders were made
responsible for the pojice of their respective bettalion areas, following
the departure of their units. Ceptain Edmonson, Acting S-3, end Captein
Byron, Regimentel Surgeon, remeained behind to check the condition of the
ereas by daylight on the morning of the 24 Jupe. 4 detail also remained
to correct any deficiencies found at that time. '

24 June 1944--By 0135 hours the regiment had closed into the new viv uac
area. Most of the morning was spent in organizing and polieing the new
“— bivouac area. Lt. Colonel LaMotis G-1l, end Major Beggs, Assistant G-3,
‘yisited the regimental command post and remained for lunch with the staff.
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| \_/ Ceptain Edmonson and Captain Byron arrived at the new commen'd post after
meking the final inspection “of the regimental area in Albano with a
report .that the area was left in excellent condition. Colonel Champeny,
Regimental Commsnder, attended a meeting at 1600 hours with General Sloan,
Commanding Gederal, 88th Infentry “ivision. At 2000 hours a meeting of

| battalion stafif officers and special unit commanders with Colonel Champeny

wais held at tHe regimental oommand post o discuss means of correcting

deficiencies noted by General Slosn, and to esteblish a training schedule.

Revielie was to be at 0530 hours; breaskfast vmas to be et 0545 hours; drill

call at 0730 hours, with all policing and inspections completed prior to

thet time; recall was to be at 1630 hours with a complete personal inspection

of all men at 1700 hours followed by & 1/2 hour perdod of instruction

in military courtesy, disclipline, haebits, etec. At 1830 hours to 1930

hours, instruction in these subjects was continued for sll replacements

in the regiment, and for any other men needing such instruction. During

the same period & school in close order drill was to be conducted by

Lt. Colonsl Drake, Regimental Executive Officer for all officers of the

regiment, Colonel Champeny further outlined tactical moves that were

expected to be used in fubure overations. Second Lieutenent Arthur 8.

Hohnson reported to regimental headcuarters to replace Second Lieutenznt

Robert E. Bowker, wno had been ordered to division on detached service.

25 June 1944--A showdown inspection was held by all units during the
morning. All excess equipment was turned in to regimentel S-4 for dis-

; position. Barracks Bags were to be supplanted by officer's field bag
for carrying personal eguipment of enliisted men. AV 1330 hours e meeting
of all officers of the Division with Ganeral Sloen, Division Commender,

“—' wms held. *‘he General discussed proposed chnenges in tacticel plens for

future offensives and commended all units of the Division for their recent
performence. |He especially comuended the 3d battalion of this reziment
for its egegressivensss, FHe alsn comre=dad Captain ¥Filliem }M. Thompson,
34 Bettalion Chapldin, both for his work in the camdaign, and for devoting
several days of his rest veriod to visiting wounded men of this orgenization
and carrving mail and news of the outfit to them. The General reported
an increase in the rate of malaria in the division and called for enforce-
ment of countermeasures. Another point emphasized by the Generel was the
necessity for improvement in maintenance of motor wvehicles and in the
display of wilitary courtesy., Following the meeting with General Slosn,
a.-meeting of regimental, battalion and company commanders, lst Ser -eants
and personnel ofiicers of the division was held with a rapiesentative of
fifch Army Casualty Report Section, ifajor Hallow. The purpose of the
Meeting was ©To impress even more than had been done by previous imeetings
the necessity for immediate mccurate reports of battle casualties.

26 June 1944--Lt. Colopel William E. Boyd and Lt., Coloisl Harry M. Whitington

were attached to the regiment per VOCG. Colonel Champeuny, Regimental

Commander went to division headquarters for a meeting with General Sloan

and ‘he two new battalion commanders. A meeting of all battalion commanders,

regimental S-3, and S-4 ‘with Uolonel Chaipeny wasiheld to discuss recom-

mendatiéns for the composition and equipment of a battalion mountain

conbat team. It was recommended that the following units be attached to

an infantry battalion: (1) At least one battery, prefereadbly ome battalion

of pack artilllery; (2) One platoon of combat engineers with necessary mules
 for rations apd equipment; (3) One Chemicel uiorter Company; (4) At least
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~" 40 litter bearers with off{icer and non-comnissioned offiecer persommel
and with mules for rations and equipment; (5) 150 mules for the initial
battalion train. Chenges in communications recomnrended vwere: (1) 24 hour
air 0,P, assigned to the battalion; (2) Pigeons mainteined by resupply
by air 0.P.; (3) Artildery Liaison Officer with radio operators and mmles
%o carry radios; (4) Bettalions should have 8 SCR 300 radios with 2 extra
for use with heavy weepons company. Recommended changed in weapons:
(1)Light machine gun with standard lignt weight mount to replace heavy
machine gun; () three 8lmm mortars to be carried, with 25 vack boards
for carrying asmmunition; (3) two 80 mm mortars to be carried in each

rifle company.

27 June 1944-: Brigedier General Kendall, Assistant Yivision Cowmmander,
visited the commend post to discuss treining plans with Colonel Champeny.
Major Beggs, Assistent G-3 visited the command post for discussion of
Infantry-Tenk~Artillery cooperation. He informed The regimental commander
that Company C, 760th Tank Battelion would be attached %o the regiment for
training, commencing Saturday 1 July 1344. Shortly afterwards the
Commanding Officer, Company C, 760th Tank Battalion rzported to Colonel
Champeny for a discussion of the proposed plans. lajor General Sloan,
Commending General, 88th Infantry Division, visited the commend post at
1630 hours, after a tour of the regimental area and expressed his set-
isfaction at the condition of the area and traininé. He also discussed
Infantry-Tanik-Artillery coordination with Colonel Chempeny. A message

wms received from Division Headguarters that passes for mem and officers
of the regiment would be resumed 28 June 1944,

28 June 1944--Brigadier General Kendall visited the command post and dis-
cussed training of the regiment. A division formation was massed at 1600
hours for the presentetion of awards by the Yivision Comnander. The
Silver Star for Gellentry in Action were presented to Captain Garvin C.
Meiekin, lst Lt. Stanton D. Richart, T/Sgt. James A. Kirby and Private
Jose C. Orona, Awards of Silver Stars to lst Lt. John li. Weston, Privete
First Class Richard NMI Zip pel, Private First Class Henry LI Dombrow-
ski and Private Rogers C. Ball could not be made since Lt. Vieston was
missing in ection and the remaining three were still hospitalized as a
result of wounds. The regimental Commender presented the Bronze Star
ribbon for heroic or meritorious achievement to the following officers
and men of the regiment: 1st Lt. Emmet B. Lyle, lst Lt. Byron H. Groes-
beeck, T/Sgt Fields He. Church, Pfe Lloyd NiI kershall, Pfe George H. Rowe,
Pf¢ Frank J. Masin, Pfe¢ David A Luna, Pfc Tidolo Munoz, Pvt. Lavwrence

A. Sohiavoni, and Pvt. Leon C. Herell. Awaras of the Bronze Star approved
by the Division Commender to lst Sgt. Daniel D. Boone, lst Lt. Jasper K.
Parks, S/égt W.A. Trapp could not be made due to the fact that they were
still hospitelized. Announcement was made of' posthumous avards to lst
Lt. Robert J. Murphy, Tec 4 Carlton NMI Williems, and Private ifax NKI
Cohen. Annouricement was made of award to Sergeant Feter NKI Szmenciak, who
was missing in action. .

29 June 1944--Captein Bdmonson and the regimental liaison officers attended
p. meeting at division headquarters celled by Lt. Colonel Davidson, G-3, to
effect a more efficient liaison orgaenization in the division. A meeting
of battalion S-3's, battalion commsnders and the Hegimental Commander was
. held with the Regimental S-3 to discuss training program for the following
\“(1 week. Ceptain Brown, Regimental Adjutent, wno had been hospi.alized due
.%o wounds received 3 June 1944, returned to duty, bearing his twice punc-
tured helmet as a souvenir of his experience.
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. 30 June 1244- _'ﬁaptain ﬂoroora‘n, Liasison Officer, 913'th F:Leld Artlllery

o ‘Battalion, -wlio wos atbached to this regiment during the past operations,

inspected the artillery range with Captain Edmonson, Acting $6. Lt.
Colonel Miller, Commamding Officer, 913th Field Artillery Batialion, called
at the regimental commend post for a conference with Colonel “hampeny.

; The month of June has seen the fall of Rome, the first of the
three major Axis capitols to succumb, an event in which this regiment
pleyed & major role, being the first infantry unit to enter the Eternal
City. The spirit of the men and offdcers of the 35lst Infantry remains
et a high level, and training for expected future operations, together

with past accomplishments, has engendered e feeling of calm confidence

in entieipation of our next engegement with the enemy,

o CHJ i
éolonel, 35 :t Infalitry

Commanding.
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4 fugust 1944

As| the menth of July begun, the officers znd men of the
361lst Infehtry Regiment were asgeain engaged in o stremious training
and conditioning program in preparstion for cur return to the
fighting front. Efforts to imbue all new 'officers and men with the
treditional fighting spirit of the 30lst Infantry epieared successful
and the esprit of the regiment wes high. AllL were filled with tae
desire to destroy the German jrmy of Itely end to liberzie the rortion
" of northern Itely still held by the enemy,

I : 3 HISTGRY OF THE 3618T IITFANTRY RLGIMENT FOR Ty @ONTH OF JULY 1S44,
|

At. 0900 heurs, 1 July 1944, Mejor E, £, Cheek, -3, 760th Tank
' Battalion, and Captain Nelson, Commfnding Officer, Comgany C, szme
aeaanization, visited the command post for a ¢iscussiocn of Tank-Infantry-
1lery coordination—e subject which wos to be stressed dur:mu the
emflinder of the training periocd of the reziment while out of the "linen,
n gntensive study was to be made of this subject in order to improve
dafson, cooperaticn and coopdination vetieen Tanks, Infantry ané Ar-
Jery. Field problems involving the battelion in attack, supyoried
ne company of tenks und one battery of ariillery, were plennec,
onfunications between the comiany commender of the tank comjeny and
P iy infentry battalion commander were to be siressed. Plung were drewn
ke $heveby the welding of s bracket on the reer turret of & medium tenk
iCR. 500 [radio could be installed thereen, providing a ra;id and easy
icetion between the Infuntry brttelicn and the tank
1 addition, a tank liaison officer with an SCR 508 redio
i . -1ight tank would accomjany the buttalion commender, Through
w3 means, the tank commander would be able to keep abreast of the
o tFical situation as well as the tactical disposition of troouu,
“3 e bling him to function effectively and efiiciently,

-nuring.tha.morning, Lieutenent Coicnel Trescder, Division

ogal Officer, visited the command post for z discussion of the ime

fement of Infentry-Tenk communicaticns, from the point of view of e

i comfunications officer, and the develepment of wore efficient communiecitiuvns
- betfeen elements of the regimentel comiand net during active combat
__opePabions. The pressing need of = simyle telephonic code and the ;

“training of ‘officer in the use of radio and redio security were discussed.

“. . 'The high yvercentage of killed and wounded fAmericen radio operators

: quring the ceampalgn was discussed as trained ojerstors had become a
'%crntical item due to tne difrlculty of securing replacements,

. At 1&0@ hﬂura, Lieutenanu Gelston-Gelleb, who had served the
;}reginmnt with-distinetion during the campaign 12 May to 15 June 1984 as

N .. prisoner of war in&errgsktcr, reported to the commanc post with the
3 s S netificaﬁior,tbat'he hed been transferred to the 9Llst Infentry Division,

=
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es Division Interrogetor. The transfer of Licutenant Gelston-Gelles wos
definitely a loss to the regiment, since through his untiring efforts, the
regimental S-2 had been constantly supilied with informetion concerning
enemy troops oprosing this regiment in cowbnt., As & reward for his fine
service with the regiment, he hed been awardec the Bronze Star. lst

~Lieutenant Fuopp, the new prisoner of war interrogetor who accompanied
Licutenant Gelston-Belles to the commenc post wau introduced to =1l
members of the staff,

Sundsy, 2 July 1v¥é4 was the first holidey for tiis regiment in
meny weeks. Chaplain Wert&, Chaplein Beyenka, and Chojplain Thompson
conducted church services in exch battalion aree and reported an un-
usually lerge a2ttendance. £t 1045 hours, Brigadier Genersl Kendall,
bssistent Division Comuender visited the commsnd post for e discussion
of training to be conducted by the regiment prior to it's re-entry into

_.coubat, He expressed satisfection with the training now being conducted
and ‘with tHat plenned for the future.’

‘ Munling the day of & July 1944, the streruous treining rrogram
was continued, It wes of vital importance thst the many replacements
which hed been received by the regimeny, be indectiincted with the
standards of the 35lst Infentry, end the stete of their training lm-
proved to the extent thst the regiment could coutinmie its success in
battle. During the efternoon, Licuten:nt C olunel LeMotte, G-1, B8Btn
Infentry Division, visited the commend post for e dGiscussion witih the
regimental commander of the number, type and sultability of reylacu-
ments being received in this regiment,

On 4 July 1944 & holidey celebrstion was held in the Fiezza
Venetia, Rome, where the fleg which hed flovn over our nationszl caiditol
in Wushington, during the Pearl lerbor incident enc at the time of the
Daclaration of ¥ar with Germany, wes unfurled over ihe first conguerec
ixis capitol. This incident was of particular interest to the men of
this regiment due to the fact that troops of our let battelicn were the
first Infantry to enter the Rternel City. It wer the hoye ond determinetion
of all, thet this regiment be instrument:l in esvcing the seme fleg to
fly over the city of Rerlin,

No [formal celebration was held within the regiment due to the
necessity df completing our finel  hase of treining yrior to ccmbeut.
At X630 hours on this date an order was received from the division
- commander,dcancelling all passes and slerting the regiment for muvement
into- the active combal zine.

' Cn the 5th of July 1944, word was reccived that Mr. jenry L.
e Shtimson, Secretuxry of iWer, would meke en officiel visit to the division
““on the following day. Our regiment wes designated as the host organizaticn
~and pkans for tne reception were immediztely undertaken., Since i,
Stimson's plane was scheduled to land st the Tarquinia air field, sonme
2% miles:from the regimental bivousc srea, thet location wae sclected fof
the ceremonies.

D
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"/ During the mcrning, ist brttelion witi: ecompany vCv, 76Ctn

Tank Battelion and "A" battery, 215th Field Artillery B«ttul:.on,
attéched, executed en Infentry- Tank- friiliery vroblem whleh had been
prepared Captain Fdmonson, ﬁc't.ing S=0e ¥ ajcr Jawin L. Joull acted
as chief uppire. Dumny bunkers heé been constructed, with wrecked

. Germen vehicles iplaced within the combat ares to be used zs bazooke

"~ and tank gets., Major Genez'al 8loen, .irigudier Generzl Kendnll,
Arigadier Gepsrsl Xurtz, :nd Colenel Jrechron (Livision rrtillaxry
Executive Officer) were uresent to observe the exscution of the ;roblen,
A1l expressed sntisfaction with the ‘.dmim..-.trative sct-uy of bhe
problem, tagticel:golution of Cz; tain Feid, (icting Battalicn Communder)
and the performanca of troops, tanks, and srtiliery in currying out
their respective funetions, In the criticue of the ;roblem, Captain
Reid was criticized for ordering the tunks to ..,upyort the infontry
instead of having them precede or accompeny the infantry-—-their norm:l
and logica.l function,

" At 1230 hours, © July 1544, the reginent was formed with
battalions in line on the Terquinia fir Field, to reccive the Sceretary
of War, Mr. Hernry L. Stimson. At 1445 hours, four f{ighter :lancs
swooped low over the field, acting as hurbingers of the arriv:l of lr.
Stimson, = Several seconds later, the big transport bearing the Seeretery
of War gl:a.cefully settled to the ground, coming to a halt in the center
of the troops drawvn up smartly to ettention by Colerel Arthur S. Champeny,
Begimemtal omnander, The Call to Colors was blown as Ir, Stimson
stepped from the plane. After the troops were presented to the qccret_ry
of War, he nspec'bed the 1lines in a "jeep" distinguished by four sters,
end :[‘lying he red colors of the Secretary of Var, Lif=utemn'b General
Mark Clark, and Major General John I, Sloan accompenied him on the in-
spection, Following Mr, Stimson in encther "jeep" were Hr, Fatteruon,
Under Secretery of Wer, Major Generzl Surles, Army Chief of Public
Relations, Mejor General Kirk, the S urgeon General, Major General Keyes,
II Corps Commander, Major General Coulter, Commznding Generzl, 8ith
Division, a.nd ‘Major General Livesey, Commzanding Genersl, 9lst Division,

Immediately follom.ng ‘bhe tour of inspection, Mr, Stinson was
introduced by General Clark., "I have coms a long wey to see this sight,"
he said, "end it was worth coming,""The people back home have followed
your course on-the road to Rome with pride and admiration.® "You need
have no fear your countrymen will welcome y.u home with the heaxtiest
of good will and the greatest of gratitude". "In Itely the thrili of
victory is. in the air everywhere,"

Following the ceremonies, General Sloan introduced Colonel
t Champeny to. Mr. . Stimson as the "best Coloncl of the best reg:.ncnt of
© the best division of the United States Army"——z singuler hunor well-
deserved,

Compeny "I" acted as Guard of Hpnor for this occasion, and the
-regimentel ¢olors flew the stresmer signifying that at leust 65% of the
regiment had been awarded the Combat Infentrymin's Badge.
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Z Imnediately following the return from the inspeciion arec,
the movement of the regiment to the vicinity of Pomerznce, Italy began.,
The regimental command post in the vieinity of Terquinia closed ot

1850 hours.

After a motor march of 165 miles, the regiment closed in it's
bivouac area northwest of Pomerance at 0915 hours, 7 July 1944, At
1300 hours, the regimental commander znd S-% met the commhnding general
at the Division Commaznd Post locaited in an olive grove near I fomerance,
Oral orderg were received for a division attack to be launched at 0400
hours, 8 July 1944. The 350th Infentry would displace under cover of
darkness tp an assembly area, 2000 yards northwect of Saline; attuck
to the northeast and cavture the hill mass 1000 yards northwest of
Ciprizsno, ' The 3549th Infantry would launch zn at.ack from present
- positions to the northeast, by-rass the town of Volterra, and cajture
the high ground 1000 yards north of Volterra; thus, together with the
550th Infantry, cutting s11l avenues of escape from this city bastion,
vhich gave the appearance of snother Cgssino, The 35lst would, after
capture of objectives by 349th and 350th Infantry Regiments, attack to
the north, meking the main effort of the division, and capture thc high
ground in-the vicinity of Falela, Our regiment would mske "the long
forward pess run", as exyressed by Generel Clark.

Imnediately upon return from his meeting with General Sloan,

Colonel Chempeny called a meeting of battslion commanders and S-3's
at the command post to discuss the pending opcrations, Colonel Chamveny
recorted aremerk of Lieutensnt General Clark to Genural Sloan that he
hoped the 88th D ivision would spenc its Zd Anniversary in Florence, Ttuly.
Orders were given thet gas masks be worn at all times duriny combat
operations. The importance of by-passing heavy resistance and ; ocketing
the enemy to avoid a stubborn fight and cousecuent heavy looses we.s
stressed. |Mejor Ssdler, Regimental S-k, in his discussion of enemy
information, stated that G-Z reports indicaied an estimated 4000 fighting
men in the D ivision zone of action. The yrineipal known enemy orgin-
izetions w e the 26th Panzer Division, the 3@ P:nzer Grenadier Regiient
with foot traops from the 162d Infantry Division, uné the 1027th Panzer

-Grenadier Regiment To our immediate front, two battalicns of self-
propelled ertillery had been reportec. Recent fighting in this azea
had been chiefly betwsen armored units and consequently, due to the
rough terrain, was restricted to roads, The enemy hud resorted to
extensive &nti—tank mining operations and demolitions to imyede cur
progress. Very few snti-personnel mines had been located. The toctics
of the eénemy continued to he the utilizatlion of smell, strong, isolaten

pocksts of resistance for délaying wurposes only.

‘Beginhing at 0100 hours 8 July 1944, the regiment move: to an
assembly sres, southwest of Montecatini. All elements clesud prior to
daylight with the command post established in an old power station,

e
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'~ Gennon. Compamr ;o0k up £iring positions neer the 913th Field Artillery
Battelion to support the attack of the 350th Infantry since our regiment
was not to be committed initially. All men improved individual cover and
coricealment and rested. Only a few spasmodic rounds of enemy srtiliery
fire were received during the day.

At 1030 hours ‘a message was received that General Clark, the Army
‘Commander, ‘would arrive .at the commend post shortly--the message specifying
" that I.iautenant Noon, Commanding Officer, Company G, be presemt. At about
1100 hoirs, Genersl Glark, with Major General Crittenberger, Commending
‘Genezal, IV corps, ‘Major Genmeral Sloan, Commending General, 88th Infantry
Division, and Major Hemry Cebot Lodge, ex-senator from Massachusetts, arrived.
General Sloen formed the commend post persomnel into two ranks, placing
Colonel Champeny. and Lieutensnt Noon & few paces to the front of the group.
As the group stood at attention, Lieutenant Myers, Alde to Gemeral Sloan,
read the following citation:  PARTHUR S. CHANPENY, (08264), Colonel, Infentry,
United States Army ; ‘Por extraordinery heroism in action, from 11-14 May, 1944,
at Sents Maria Infente, Italy. On the night of 11 Msy 1944, Colonel CHAMPENY
was commanding ; regimentel attack on an enemy hill position when the edvance
of ‘one of bis Battalions wes halted as e result of the loss of key commanders,
Gomplete!:y fegaxﬂ“‘.mg his own personal safety, Colonel CHAMPENY moved
‘through lenes df hesvy enemy fire to reach the battalion area where he assumed
- . command, TEOTZH izing ‘the force end resumed the offensive., He directed this
ettack for more than three hours, moving from unit to unit, encoursging znd
\_ “ingpiring his menm: Leter that night, he personally directed a company
flanking abback which forestalled imminent enemy counterattacks. The.same
: night, noticing two disebled tanks, Colonel CHAMPENY proceeded throngh an
 enemy mine. field to reach the tanks and supervise their removel in order to
&llow other tanks to move forward in support of the advencing regiment. ©On
the morning of 14:Mey 1944, Colonel CHA:PENY observed a German battery in
~ position appnoxiﬁh‘ba]& 400 yards beyond the crest of a hill, Under direct
enemy machine gun £ire, he ‘moved to & company position to lead an attack
. on.the artillery position. Inspired by Colonel CHAWPENY, who stood boldly
srect 4n the face of enemy machine gun fire, these men left the cover they
hed previously sought, overrsn the enemy artillery battery and killed or
captured approximetely 10C Germens, The completely feerless end selflecss
actions of Colonel CHAMPERY inspired his troops to assume sn offensive spirit -
" which led to thq capture of Santa Maria Infente, end the crushing of the
.- southern hinge of the Gnatav line, Entered the militery service from Oxford,
: Kansas.

Gener - Glark then pinned the Distinguished Service Cross upon
: -Golo_nel CHANMPERY, congratulating him heartily and stating thet it was such
leaders as he', who hed made the Americen Army a great f:-.ghtz.ng organization,
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Lieutenant iyers then read the following citation conceining Lieutenant
Noon: "“TFHEODORE W, NOON, Jr., (0-1285d80), First Liecutenant, Infentry, United
Btates Army. For extraordinary heroism in azction, cn 12 eand 13 iiny 1944,
~ mear Santa Meria Infante, Italy. While advancing in an attack, First
- Lieutenant Noon's company becames pinned down by enemy f{ire. First Lieutenant
Noon was severely wounded in both arms by machine gun fire; but in spite
of his wounds hg rushed an enemy plll box and singlehandedly knocked a machine
gun out of actidn. D uring this engagement, he received severzl veunds on
‘his face and hedd, but returned to his company snd led his men forwerd to take
‘the objective. ‘Refusing to be eveuvuated for medical treatment, First
Lieutenant Noon led his compeny in an attack against enother. enemy position,
Thile making a personal reconnaissance, he was wounded in both legs by shell
fragments. Ageain refusing aid, he ordered the oificers with him, to return
t¢ the company and start the attack. In the lest vhease of the attack, Tirst
ILieutenant Noon had recovered sufficiently to lead his men forwexd in the
assault.- Then the objective was taken, he jersomaliy aupervisef the re-
‘organizztion of his company. Only upon the order of his superlor officer did
he gllow himself to be evacuated for hospitelizetion, Tirst Liecutenant lioon's
courage under fire, his prodigious determination and his aggresive lesderwidp
were an indpdration to his men, end his heroic lerformance reflects the
finest traditions of the Armed Forces of the United States., BEniered militsry
service from Belmont, Massachusetts.!

v

Generel Clark praised Lieutenant Noon for hi: extraordinory heroism
and personelly promoted him to the grade of Captein on the spot, pinning on
" both the Distinguished Service Cross und the Ceptain's bers’ (furnisied
through the courtesy of Ceptain lMeekes who hajrened t¢ be at the command zost
et the time), |

Although the conventional pwrade ground setting for the awarding of
decorationiwas gbsent, it was gppropriate that these two bzitle leaders were
decorated but e!short distance behind the battle lines, in the field. The
ceremony was pntgnant end impressive as the tall Army Commznder vinned this
coveted award on the shirts of these two fighting soldiers before the Corps

“Commender and the D ivision Commander,whe iad come to pey them tribute.

At 1600 hours Brigadier Genersl Kendall visited the command post
reporting thet both the 349th anc 550th Infentry had met stubborn resistence,
It was his opinion thet 350th Infaniry would reach its objective by dark.

This regiment, ss Division rescrve, would net be alloved to begin itts miscion
until both other regiments had taken their objectives. THowever, the zd

_ battalion wgs ordered to advance &t £:00 hours and csuture hill 191 some

5500 meters morth of its assembly arez to protect the left flank of the 250th
by closing & small gap dreated by their advance.

4t ebout 1800 hours, £<d battelion, tdlst Infantry which had mede &
_recomnaissance of high ground in the vieinity of the town of Montecatini,
earlier that day, was ordervd to relieve tie 1zt Armorer Begiment (st
Armored D ivision) northwest of the town as soon as yossible. £@ battzlion
moved at once to the vicinity of the town of Monsecatini, since it was necesszry

%0 take a circultous route with some countermarching to escepe enemy observstion.
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At sbout 1950 hours, General Sloan visited the command pogt with finsl
instructions. The regiment (minus lst battallon) would attack at C400 hours,
10 July 1944 in column of battalions (the Zd batizlion echeloned to tae left
' rear. of the 3d battalion) and capture the Division objective—-the hi.u ground
in vieinity of Palaia. The lst battaliuvn(motorized as Divicien reserve) i ould
remain in present position, One company of Shermsn tenks und onc comieuny of
Tank Dectroyers weére atitached to the regiment for tids operation. The 9lst
Reconnaissance Squadron would protect the left flank of the regiment snd mein-
tain contact with the 34th D ivision until relisved b, two plctoons oi the 88th
Reconnsissance Troop charged with the same mission.

At 2200 hours, the regiment:l commend joct beg:i. diiplecemernt to a mew
location at Montecatinti, near the commznae pozi of the Id batialicn, At 2550
hours, the 24 bettalion reported that tihe relief of the armored elementc ned
been comgleted. | Since these eiements weie covering ¢ very broud front, it was
necessaxy for the 2d battelion to occupy positions on the commending terrein
only, in order that it wmight form eusily for ine stieck mt O4U0 hours the next
morning. .

4t 0110 hours, 9 July 1944, the 3@ battelion reported thet its ob-
jective had been resched, (hill 191) without meeting enemy resistence, 2%
0330 hours, the 2d betitnlion moved forward to close the gep betwecen the 2d and
3d battelions., At 04C0nhours, the 3d battalicon attecked, as the Zd battalicn
continued its advance., Vhen the "jeep" of the artillery ILisisen Officer,
Captain Corcoran, struck z mine on the trail nerth of Momteeatind, (luckily
injuring only one man, although the "jeep" wns comyleteiy destruyed) the .
regimental command post group parked "jeeus" end joined on foot, the commnng
post group of the 2d battalion.

The 2d battelion moved forwzré without resistonce untii itc forwsrd
clements had reached nill 20L some 5000 meters north of Hontecatini, where
the advance was hslted by heavy small arms, maechine gun, zitiliery and eniper
fire--the macnine gun and sniper fire emanating from the left flink(s ightly
to the laft rear), The artillery lisison officers, duc to faulty redic sets,
were unable to contact 913th Field artillery for supporting fircs. Oy relay
from the regimental SCR 300 set, to the lst battelion, thence to the $l3th
- Fleld Artillery bpatitalion, artillery fire wzs pleced on enemy rositionz., In
the meantime, the regimental command post group was busily engagec in digging
8lit trenches h tools availeble (spoons, beyonets, helmets) to afford

joe¥ protection from artillery, machine gun and sniper fire which wes felling

uncomfortably close. The regimental commender actively added X6 battaiion
commanding officer in organizing the “d batieliin for cintinuetion ol the
ettack. P

If the tanks attached to the regiment hed been iresent et this time,
this resistence could have been neuitralizzd without delsy. However, due to
extensive mine lasying of the enemy, the tarks were expericncing exireme
difficulty in reaching the forwerd aress having lost six tanks to mines,
The regimental Anti-Tank mine platoon was accompenying the tanks, removing

“— mines andiepediting their progress as much as possible. However, it was late
.. " 4n.the afternoon before they were able to overtake the Infantry, thus de-
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priving the regimeni of most velusble fire o-er in a eriticul stege of tie
attack.

To reduice the enemy strongpoint on tihe 1.ft flank of the Zd Batialion

Company G wes sent around the left flank,c. moving si.ghtly to the recr to
execute tihe mancuver, while 88mm morters of Company H ;laced cccurcie fire
on enemy positions. Cumpeny G progressudé satisfactorily, czitwring about
30 prisomers, killing siproximetely 6 enemy . a6 com.letely cecstroying this
encmy strongpoint wiiich had succeeded in dalpyirg the battelion about two
nours. The regimental command post displeceu 1UU0. meters to the east to a
house on a ridge wilch, althouzh somewhet exposec, provide: excellent ob-
servetion of the terrain to our front,

During the first phese of this sdveance from i ntecetind, «d
Lieutenant Jack B, Spangenburg, a :latoon leeder in Compeny B, was leading
and directing his platoon in a small arms fight eg inst severzl encmy
snipers, when the company was subjected te a terrific ertillery barr:ge.
Lt. Spangenburg wes mortally wounded by shrapnel from these shells ag he
exposed himself to continue the fire fight.

In the mesntime, the 5d battalion had encountercd resistince similaer
to that of the Zd battalicn, but forged chend o & hill nenr the locslity
of la Mandriolp where, due to excellent enemy obrervation, the battoliin
was unable to hdvance further in deylight as lerge cesualiies would have
resulted, At phis time, the company comnender of K compeny was scverely
wounded and Liputensnt Bdvard E, Tucker, en old officer of the reziment,
began to move forwerd with his radio operator to sssume commend. As he
reached the crest of the hill, a terrific artillcry barrage killed both

nim and his radio operator,

The 2d battalion, after reorganizetion, rezched ridge Colle ol
Asino by nightfell. The regimental commender mude plans for the continustion
of the attack gt Z250 hours, but after a telephon: convercation with General
Sloan, temporarily suspended jlens pending errival av the regimentel
commend post of the Assistent Division comimander, General Kendall, with
instructions. All pattelions were zlerted for an atlack at any time during
the night. At 0240 hours, t@ July 1944, let Lieutenant Bodle, Liziscn
0fficer of this regiment with the 350th Infentyy, reported towt the Hdoth
Infantry was planning an atteck at 0500 hours, 1l Ju.y. fAs a resuit, in-
structions were issued to 24 and 3d battalions to _lun an attack ¢t the ssme
time. Since the Assistent D ivision Commsnder hed not arrived at the cummand

‘post, it was presumed that he hed been unable to locete it during the nigh t,

end that the Division yould probably leunch ¢ coordiuated attack with beoth

regiments. However, sbout 15 minmutes yrior to the set "jump-ofi' time,

wire communications were reestablished witn the Division commnd post anc

- the regimentel] commander was ordered to hold in Present positions due teo
~ a counter-atteck threat which had develeped on the Division left fionk,
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A Divisicn Artillery idr Observat on Post hat report:zd ememy troops of
aprroxinately pattalion strength detrucking in the zone of the H4th Division
on our left flank, a dangerous threut due to the faet thst the 34th hed been
unable to keep abreast. However, the expecte: counter-etiack did not met-
erialize and the regiment wes ordered at 0805 hours by the D ivision
Commender to continue the attack at 0900 hours. Both assavlt battalions
"jumped off" an time, but the 3d battalion, after an advence of 350 yards
received very neavy resistance from prepared enemy ;ositions on the ridge

. to it's front, Ceptain Glen H. Erickson, Comnanding Officer o Compony I,
leading the assault of his besttelion, wus killed by artillery fire., The
advence or the battalion was hzlted. .

The 2d battalion was more successiul in its atieck, ond advanced
through feirly heavy resistance for 900 yerds to w positicn on ridge 150,
north of the town of’ Suciano, before mceting resistance frowm slopes of
1dll 214 just soutn of Laiatico, The hill mass upon whden the tovn of
Leiatico was loceted (nills 214 ancé 196) presented a serious obstucle to
our zadvance since 1t rovided excellent enemy obsurvetion slong cur entir:
front as well as offéring excellent terrain adventeges for a defensive
position, At gbout 1100:hours, Genersl Sloan visited the comiand post,
remaining for guproximetely two hours, During that tiise, heevy artilisry
fire observed adjusted from tne regimental commallo post was placec
on L aiatico by the artillery liaison officer. One compeny of chemicel
mortars, whici haé¢ Deen atiached. to the repiment, began reglstering on the
town of Laietico. Under instructions of the Division Commander, smoke wos
plecec upon tie town by the chemical merturs folloved by heavy artilivry
concentrations, The smoke sereen deceived the Germens into believing
that we were attucking, causing them to leovve their cover to occupy
. forward positions where our heavy artiilsry coucentrazticns were piaced.

At 1720 hours, tie ¥d battalion a.sin resumec tie ztisck bul rere
zble to advence only £50 yards, suliering too meiy ceswrlities to worrent
continuing,

The lst battelion which hsd moved by truck »pd marening to an
sssendly area in vicinivy of Fecciano on 10 July, was orderce Dy the
Commanding Genersl to move at 0900 hours, 1) July, snd sicze the. rocd
 junction scuthwest of Lalatico. Reccrmaissence jatrols wer: to be dis-

webehed from that point to o road junction, 100 meter. to tie northwest
to gein contaet with the 34th Division, Toe let baitellon resched its
objective without incident. The reconnasissance patrol wiich was dispatehed
et once, reached the dezignated rosd junetion without contupting eitiner the
enexy or the aitn division. At sbout 1650 howrs, lst bettalion frox itvts
position, was gubjected to a counterattack by en ectimoted CGermin compuny
advencing unde? cover of artillery fire. Our catillery concentrations
togebher with rifle snd mechine gun fire, repelled the counter-attack,
inflicting about 25% casuelties upon the eneny., Duwring the dpy, prlens
were mode by the regimentsl commznder for an attack by the .J.cw bnttalian
‘at 0500 hours 12 July to sieze uie town of Leistico anc the commending
ground in that vieinity. The &¢ battulion end the Id, wouid hola in
uresunt rositivns, while the lst battalion flznked the town from the left,
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Brigadier General Kurtz, D ivision jirtillery Commander, visitcd th. Commun @
vost, to complete plans for artillery sup;ort for tie atimek, It 1950 hours
Brigadier General Kendell visited the Commenc Tost, studied znd ei:roved :lons
as mede, and remeined for the nignt,

The attack of the lst battalion jumped off on time in cclumn of
companies, with comzany C in the leed moving juut to east of thne Laiatico
road, After &n advance of 500 yards, compeny C, .. .. T, moViig
rapidly, was fired upon from both flanks by German mschine guns, An
eneny strongroint haed been penetrated, but due to heavy flenking nichine
gun fire, compeny C wes unsble to advance or exploit the jenetration,

The men of the compeny were widely dispersed and not under good control.
Tne batralion comrander toen sent compeny B sround tiae left L£lenk of
comieny C across thé Laietico rczd., FHowever, the moneuver was not :ushed
and daylight found the battelion in the opun ground on the western

slopes of Luiatico hill mass under cirect enemy obsurvotion, As daylight
came, the enemy artillery fire increased in tom, o0 and lntem:ily, Due to
the fact thet the troops on our left were not cbresst or our regiment,
artillerv fire was brought to bear on tie lst watieiion irom vioeir Left
rear, a demoralizing direction; as well ax from encuy gun areas just morta
of ILeiatico., This artiliery fire was deadly :ceurcte due to the excellent
enery obserwatlion [fror Ledetico,

If the lst battalion haé cushed forwere agore.sively, inctend
of proceeding with undue caution, it is beiieved that thne toen of Luiatice
and the high ground in the vicinity thereof, could nsve been teken in this
atback. As it occurred, dsylight ceme while the betiaiion was in ;ositions
which were ier observation from taoe high ground in the vicinity of Lziatiéo.
Sustained acclirate srtilli-ry fire wus ;lmeed uj-cn the battaiion all during
the day, g anyrmovement im.ossible. '

On the 12th of July 1944, batialions reorgazuized and mede reconn-
aissence of their resrective areas studying the terrain to their immedizte
front, At.1500 hours, bettalion comeecnders rejorted to the command jost
for orientation of terrain on the rugimentsl front andé discussion of _lans
for z nigit attack pursuant to a telephonc conversstion wilh Commsuding
General, 88th Infantry Division, about 1100 hours same day. The Fegimsntel
Cominender directed that as a tentative .lan, subject To apzrovul by higher
headquarters, the lst battalion would assemble in draws in rec: of _resent
vosition as a regimental reserve, reorgenize, snc jprotect tie left flunk
of the regiment. The 2d battalion would mzke the main effort, sieze hill
214 soutn of Lalatico, skirt the weot edge of tiie town znd continuc to tie
high ground norti of jhe toim, The id battalion, which was to be reileved
Ly elements of the 3549th Infentry, would move t¢ t.c left reer .no follow
the 2d batialion in the attzck, After the ca.ture of hill 2l by tie &d
patitelion, the 3@ batislion would move to tue rignt front and mop up tihe
town, continuing northeast to capture high ground in that vieinity.
Battalion commanders departed for their res;ective orgunizations to complete
plans and wait for tae "green light! from regiumcnt. ALt about 19C0 hours,

. a telsrhone message from the division cour snder was receivec to the effect
" - . that Brigadidr General Kendall, dssistuit I ivision Commander, was enroute
t0 tie commané rost with orders. Battalion comminders wers ilmmedictely
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~~  ordered to return to the regimental commend post. At about 2100 hours
i Brigadier General Kendall arrived and orders were issued. The new plan
. was different from the original plan in that the regiment would attack,
2d battalion from the west, end 3d battalion from the east, instead of
] battalions in colum, lst battalion would have the seme mission, i.e.,
- to assemble regimental reserve, protect the regimental left flank, and,
| " in addition, Be prepared to relieve wither the 2d or 3d battalions on their
first objective so thet either might continue to the other regimental ob-
jective-—the high ground north of Laietico. The 2nd battelion would attack
generally northeast, seize hill 214, end c.ntinue the ettack to cepture
Laiatico and hill 19€ -as the first objective. 3d betteliocn would attack
to the northwest end seize the ridge projecting cest of Laietico as its
first objective. Both asseult battalions weuld be prepared to complete the
regimentel mission by moving north to cepture the ridge running ncrth from -
the tom. The battalion to first accomplish its initiel mission woulid be
iven the mission of taking the second objective. Company C, 760th Tank
% um) Battalion, was sttached to the regiment for this pperation in
addition to Company E, let Armored Regiment (medium'tenk compeny) which
hed been supporting the regiment since the operation begen. No artillery
preparation was'planned prior to H hour in order not to destroy the surprise
effect. At H hour, three successive ten minute concentretions employing
-both light and medium artillery #&nd chemical mortars were planned. The
chemical mortars would fire two rounds of white phosphorous to esch round
of high explosive.

N The attack was lounched on time. The 3d battalion proceeded with
greatest possible speed edvancing on a reletively ncrrow front (colwmn
of compenies) |close behind the supporting ertillery (fifty to one hundred
ya:nda ‘ot timed), knifed into enemy defensive positicns slong the ridge
running eest firom Laietico, pemetrating as far as the battalion command post
of the lst batitalion, 1060th Grenadier Regiment. In the ensuing ection,
the Grenadier Battalicn commander end lizjor Fgbien, the Germen combet team
commender, were killed by hand grenades thrown into the building used as
the battalion command post. Confusion wes so great among the Germens that
over one hundred prisoners were taken without the loss of e single American
- soldier, By following so closely behind the artillery, the 3d battaiion
prevented the enemy from getting set in prepared def:nsive posi‘t:\.ons before
our doughboys reached them. The id battalion contirmed moving rapidly
up the ridge.
'

In the meentime, the etteck of the 2d battalion was proceeding with
similar success. Hill 214, which had proven tc be an almost insurmounteble
obstacle in the daylight abtack (due to the excellent cbservetion and fields

. of fire of the Germen wmtomatic weapons) was ceptured with comparative cese,
and- after mopping up, the 2d battalion continued the atteck to seize hill
196, reaching the northern outskirts of the tom at deylight. In this
initial actiom, the 2d battalicn captured one hundred forty Germen prisoners.
By th time the 3d battelion had completed its mop;ing up operation, it .

" had become daylight. - Both battalions were then subjected to concentrated
artillm re as well as heavy fire from Germen sutomztic weepons in

~ 'secondary defensive positions, but continved their efforts to press
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forward. The lst.Battelion was ordered to move northeast to & reserve
position immediately in rear oi the center of the sssault battalicns,
During their move to- this position, some 40 jrisonerz of war, which had
been by-passed by the two ssseult bett:lions, were captured.

At about 0600 hours, the regimental commsnd post Gispluced to the
old 2d battplion commend post, remeincd there for a short peried of time,
then displaced forward to e large German dugout just north of Bill 214
on the south edge of Laiatico. During the day both.bettelions, continued
to push forwerd employing etteched tanks. The 26 batizlion, due to the

- intense artillery and automstic weapons fire, was unable to edvance beyond
the northern outskirts of Leiatico. At 130C hours, the 54 battelion
lennched an atftack to' the northwest but were helted after zn odvsnce of
800 yards., At this time, both assault bettalione were ordered to reorianize
and dig in. D uring the afternoon the towm of Luiatico received the
hesviest artillery bombardment ever experienced by any mumber of this
regiment. Nebelwerfers together with artillery of many cclibers wers
fired into the town from three directions; northezst, north and northwest.
The hail of the artillery fire was incessunt,

waever; by the end of the day, when mop.ing up opersticons wers:
comzleted, 420 prisoners, the largest haul made thms fox by eny regiment
in the D ivision, had fallen into our hands.

=t Due to thelr inactivity end lack of aggressiveness in this operation
the battalion commender and the executive officer of the lst battelion were
relieved of command, = Capbtein Williams was designated as the new battslion
commander and Certain Lanzendorfer as his executive.

. At 2400 hours, the attack was resumed wwith the d ane 5d battaiions
abreast; the objective being the -north end of the ridece rumning nerith-scuti
| from Leiatico. The 2d battelion sdvsnced to the west of the road; id
| - battelion esst of the road. The lst battalicn moved to o reserve ;ositicn
 around hill 104 prepared to repek & counterrttack from any directiom end .
_ provide security for the regimentel flanks znd recr. Both acscult bettalions
advanced with Little resistance reaching their objectives at 0300 hour:, '
- Acéording-tc~ vision plan, upon the carture of thiz ebjective, the reyiment
" wes pinched oup by the 549th Infantry whieih hed moved into the gop betueen
- the 351st -and the 350th Infentry Regiments,

"The 15th day of July was szent in reorgrenizing and resuv: 1y by all
" _elements. A%t 1100 hours, General Eloan visited the regimental command post
and outlined plans for’an attack tonight, in which one battelion of this
© regiment would aid the 349th Infantry. At about 1830 hours, Brigedier
General . Kendall visited the commend post with final plan: concerning tonlbut'f
objective. The lst battalion would attack at 12400 hours on the left flenk
_of the 5é9th Infentry seizing hill 142 to include the town of Hontevecchio,
Tae 3d battelion would follow the lst battalion in the attack, protecting
1its left flank from attack and, upon coumpletion of the ecvbure of 2ill 17-
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nea:r ilonteccnio by 1st battalion, relisve the lst battalimesr—mrrrosrmmeelto—d
.-of the relief, the lst battalion would be atteched to the 342th Infentry.
The 3d ba‘btalion would dizpateh patrole in the directicn of Peceioli.
The 2¢ battalionwould remain in its pre..ent vosition and vroteet the left
flank of the divieion by holding the high ground in the vieinity of ILeiatico.
The lst battelion crossed its line of depurture on tine (Z4U0 hours)
13 July 1944, and yI‘OOBEde across country, vithout opieosition, to the
town of Monteéchio, = The 3G battalion followed the dst batizlion cnd took
up defensive positions on high ground, hill 172, e=ast of :ilontecechio,
Upon arrivel ¢f the 3d battalion, the lst batitalion became attached to
the 349th Infantry and moved out on order of the CO, 349th Infantry to
hill 192 in thne vieinity of the church of Madonna della Sexrc. 1st Lt.
.James H., Markham, 1st battalion Anti Tenk Pletoon Leacer, whilec meking a
reconnaissance for Anti Tank gun positions closely behind his adveneing
bettalion, struck a teller mine near o curve in the rosd, kiiling Lt.
Markbam end completely destroying the vehicle, One compeny of the 3d
bettelion, company L, was sent te mo; up the toun of Peceiole, Uj_:on
entering the towm, two Mark IV tenks were encountered. Onc tank
knocked out by sceurste "bazooka' fire of the mon of com any L, ond tho
crew .ceptured. The other tank esczped to the noxih, AL 11L0 hours Lt.
Mayfield, Division Lieison Officer, reporicd to: the command post et iMonteeeihio
with orders relieving the lut batteziion from sttachment to the ---wtn
Infantry and directing that this regirent (l(.s... the 2d batteiicn) continue
its advance to the north., The lst battelion wihich hud alrezd)y acdvenced
to hill 192 was notified at once that it had revertedé to this command
and was ordered to continue the attuck to seize hill 137 south of lonte
Foscoli. The 34 battalion was ordervd to move, ccheloned to the Loft resy
of the lst battalion, end capture hille 346 snu 124, Com cuny L, whicu
wos mopping up the town of Peccicle, would rejoin the battaliom in the
viecinity of hill 124. Both betielions reached their initial objectives
with slight rqsistance whict consisted meinly of seattered artill vy end
nortar fire, |As the 3d batielion comtiimed nortiward frem rnill Loz, it
received heavy artillery, mortar, ond machine _un fire which helted ite
advance. The lst battelion, meking moximum use of &ll cover end concesiment
proceeded further forwerd to the high grovnd in the vieinity of P'Vie del
Pratelle at wiich point the battalion caite under enemy observation snd ite
advance was hzalted by machine gun, mortar, =nd sriillery fire. The terrain
to our front was naturzl defensive terrain, nrovicing exceilent ficlas of
fire for automatic weapons znd necessitoting thoil the atteckiyg troops cvoess
a broad flat valley to receh their objectives.

The lst bettelion was ordered by the regimentszl commendcr Lo atitzck
at 2300 hours and seize hill 187, Tae &d battazlion would remzin in ogition
on hill 124 protecting the. left flerk of the division., The lot battelion
erossed its line of dsparturc-on time. U on moving ui ni)l 137 the betielion
was subjected te & very heavy cross fire from autematic -capons as vell oo
_ heavy morter and zrtiilery fire, When the advince weo nilted sbout 1/2 wy
up the hill, 11’ attemgits to cutflark the automztic Je..rcns rositicne Lz .Ll o
. As dexm &ypro:scned, the battelion comiender rewziized trnal the present position

was & precaricus one due to the observetion that tihe cnemy would heve w on
him at deylight. ®ith thic in mind, he withdrow hiz baticlior back across

— " the velley to jits original position in the vieinity of P'Wie del Fratello.
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- . Per instructions from division headquerters, the sttack wzc con-
timied at 0900 hours, 15 July 1944 vith both beticiions contimuing the
assault; the [36 batielion helding one compeny £& Tegimentel rescrve not to
i " be committed except on order of the regimental comminder. The let batielion
with great difficulty was able to eross the valley te its front and strt wp
the slopes of hill 137, The thick growth of trees on these slopes, zlthough
providing concezlment, proved to be the wost cangerous rrez on the beitle-
field due to the deedly "trec bursts" of ariillicry end morter shells jlueced
on our advencing troops.

The fighting was extremely hneevy zll curing the day es the lst batislion
inched its way up the slopes of 137 and the 3d batteiicn movedislowly acrocs
the flat lané to hill 127, Tarough the untiring efforts of Mejor Cheek,
Tank Liaison Officer of the 760th Tenk Butielicn, one pletoon of tarks wes
worked down into thé valley on the left flonk of the vd battelion, in spite
of numerous mines which had been leid by the Germens on all yoicde ¢nd treile
in this srec, These tanks were sble to deliver direct Iire on suciected
machine gun positions and observetion posts, muterially ziding the acvence
of the battzlion. By darkmess, the lst battalion hnd succecded in geining
the crest of hill 137 although German machine guns continued to be cnm-
placed on the reverse slope wille the ¥d battaiion had reached tie sacile
between nills 127 and 147,

During this action, 24 Lieuterant Zdwsrd L. Iolen, platoon Ieader
of company K4 3d battalion, was wounded in both legs by enemy machine gun
W fire, as he Was advancing with his platoon in the ciiack. | Ae be attempted
: to retwrn to [the rear for medicel aid, another bur:t frem the enemy macaine
gun caught him in the chest, killing him Zistently.

At 03C0 hours, 16 July 1944, tne atlteck was resumed, hoping to coteh
the Germens before they could complzte a suspected withdrawal. The 1ot
battelion hed the mission of carfturing Mcnte Foscoli; the Id batialiion, hill
101; both battelions would continue the adv:ince northward on ceizing these
objectives, As the 1lst bettelion was lrepering to jump off in the atlack,
our artillery began to zero its guns in vpon the enemy positions st OG0
hours, Several preliminary rounds fell short znd landeG close to the cougony
A area., It was believed that no casualiies were susteined, but ¢z the zero .
hour approached, a runner wae dispatched to the foxhele o Lt, irgonre C.
Dixon, 2 platoon leader, with final orccers for the stieck, and the report
wes brought back that he was apperentlp wsleep «né covuld not be cv:kencd,
Upon further invertigation, it was found thit he wip mertnlly veurdec, :nd
he died before medical aid could resch him,

- The gthack progressed satisfactorily. iach battelicn destroyed the
few machine guns sndsnivers to its front which conctituted the German reer
guard. The lst battelion remchec the tovm of ionte Foscoli rt about 06UO

hours, halting there until the regimental commender persoraldly urged them
forvard to continue the attack on the town of Portine and destroy the retreat-

ing Germans, | The 3d battalion, after capturing hili 101, moved to the velley
beyond vhere |stubborn resistance was again encountered from Germon nechine
guns emplaced along the Saletta (nill 14%) Pertino(hill 190} ridge. The
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1st battalion continued its advence in a column Of compe—rrs  + B it
leading compeny started cowm the slope north of ¥omte Fozcoli, leading into

the Tosola cxeek, it wes met by heavy fire from machine :un, spi:er, ond

Germen seli-propelled guns, Due to the lzck of cover sngé concezimenv, it .
wes inpossiblle for the ist betielion to advence anyfurther nort: in diy~

light under such hezvy enemy fire witheut suffering hecvy casuclities.

> The 5d battelion nowaver pushed forwerd sgeressively vith the lecding
elements of comuany I (one rlatoon) resching the southzrn outskiris of
Szletts, . Company I was ordere’ by the batielicn comuiander to move to iz
left, generzlly aleng th: north-south draw to tue vest of Seletia, outs
flanking tie resistznce oppésing comyaony I. Initially, the mancuver Lro-
gressec satisfactorily, but soon, sciioug op.osition wus encounterzd from
Germen sutomztic weepons and artillery,

The zd battclior, wihdel hed been relecaed to the regism.nt from
ivigion resgsc-ve, hed move! to covered l.ositions bendnd lonte Foscoll
during the morning and w=s orderecd by tihe regiueniel comusndsr to jzss

i

thrcugsh the 1lst battzlion, in its .recent position, ot drrkness and atleek
& 2 3

: Partino, st 0LCO hours 17 July 1944, The 5d battelion would atteck ot the

seme tine, continuing north to seize hill 106, Uron complztion of its we-
lief, the 1lst battelion would be attnched to tae Immey Tosk Force--z siecisl
task force protecting the division right flcnk, Bota attecks worz Llevnched
on time, but the &d bettaiion, due to stubborn cn=my resistance, rrogresced
very slowly.  The 3d battzlion ccitured &rletuw, ccutiiuding forwerd at o
repic rate of] eévence, cutting the esst-west rocd out of Coileoli, end zd-
vencing gome [S00 yards beyond, north of C(Morterrri, Dwring this atiack,
Comzeny E, d| battsiion became engege: in & lierce fire fight in the vie-
inity of Colleoli, and had jusct eczpiured twe housss on the top of o ridge
line, overlooking ths tovm. Seeonc Lieutenant Ry H. Cosdy, - latoon .
leader, procceded dovm the forwsrd. slope of this ridge, to ciaeck cn the
location of thne wounded men of his rletoon. As he did sc, a German mzchine
gun opened up on Lir. killingihim almost instantly,

This repid advance by the 3d battalion constituted z definite broek-
through in the enemy lines, which wag evidenced by the disruption coused the

enemy end taeir surprise at finding our soldiers so fer too their vezr,

Accurate artillery fire vas pleced on fleeing cnemy troops andé vehieles by

Lt. Hopkins, Zd battelion frtillery Licisom Cificer, kiliing many en.zy ond
destroying « nuwiber of vehicles, Tie U@ betieiion organized ¢ perimeter de-
fense for its ex.osed position end cdelivered de:diy smrll ayme fire uzon the
Germans ¢& they withdrew from forvesd yositlonc by-pessec by tids bettalion.

In the mezntime, the lst battelion movel o) trucks te join th: Rumey
Tesk Force, tlms sgain lecving the regimont with o fovce of enly tio brttei~
ions. . If the lst battelion hizd bezen ¢n hand =t the tiie, the Id batizlion
knifed through ths cnemy defense, the breckirrough eould hesve been erploited.
with only tue 3¢ battclion, the frent wes too vide end toe force Toe smoll
teo exploit tide breakthrough successfuily.

fe the Mnti-Tark Congeyyr ves 6ic_ ldéeing to o new locution wheore it

coulc render effective aid. to the forvexd clements, Ceptedin Clerenee T.

- . .Heeks, Commending Officer, ;receded his men or o recomneiizsmce for thcse
. positions, ¥hile travelling over & ;revioucly well-uced rogc, he _ullad i

-
-
"
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NJee .n over onte the shouider to sllcy cnotiu vehicle to [ T

"did se, the "jeep® struck en enemy tclmxr mine, comyletely cemelishing btihe

venicle anc killing the radlce operctor instently. Cogotein ¥Mieks wis mor-
tally wounded, end Gied on the way to th: Clecring Stetion, siortly cfter~
werds,

11 during the morning, heavy airtillery conewnty: tions veie ;l. (5
ugon enemy, sighted witharowing from the vieinity of filetis and the ricdge
line to the wegst of Partino. The regimentel comrcid ogt proviced cxeell:nt
observation f9r the doju'tmunt of thic fire, £t cbout 1170 hours, the &d

‘ battulxnn, held up since eariy mornlng, rejuvenaics its atiaeck roc curged

forward, cepturing Partino st 1245 hours end coniinuing te seize ithe tovn
of Gelle at 1615 hours: Company E refusirg te bc im,eded by toe Germen
sutomatic wespons, slashed fiercely =t ithe Geymen rear gucrd, Its leccing
elemente entersd the scuthern edge ol Lhe Towvm of Collecil wlixe beavy
fighting took place. A4t nmightfall, compeny E hed e turrd 'W*rﬁzzm.tgiw

1/2 -of the town, holdirg thext positicm until tac atteek nos reutmed ot UILO0
nours,. 18 July by both battelions, fThe third batteiion wes ordured to toke
hill 161 continuing north to tihe town of Sen asvtolomnco, thene: noxtheast
to the high ground norti of Monlopoli whicn oveilooked the Limo river valley,
The 2d battalion was to centinue nortn to kill 05, thence nortivest to hill
2 in the vieinity of San Berbara contimuing noriuesst to hill 129 and tike
up positions on the high ground overlooking the frno velley, Roth beticlions:
edvanced raypidly in spite of tne fact thel the 549th Infountxy on cur right
an the 3626 Infentry (Pist Infeartry Division) on our lefi, were un»cl to
keep abreast. nly bllbnt resistence was cnecuntercd ~nd finel j'CtIVﬂS
were rezched, It wes with great enthusiasm b [ rife et the regim.nt
reported to the I ivision C cwnnnder thet thel _ert oi tiwe Biviiion objeetive
within the rozimentel zone had besn tsXon end gecvred by 100 hours. Coni-
bet vstrols were immedlately disietched norvin teo the jrno river, »né or ~n-
izetion of the ground wes begun., One :lstoon of temk:, 760th Tenk Briiailon,
wes attached to each battalion ge direct swovort, vitl: com.eny €, 84th
Caemical battilion going into pociticon behind the ¢d brttulicn of our regi-
nent «nd ecorpany D of Lhe geme battelion teking uy firing :ogitions in the

T

‘regr of the 24 bettzlicon.

The reszirentel command grou. reccived ¢ greet ovalion upon entrenc.:
into tha town of fen Bertolommec, bei ng tire first rfwericins te enter tint
slace. &g a part of the celebreation, the Itelivr civiliens reny their chureh
bells loud cnd long, ziving everjone = bad cuse ol "jitlers® due to the fzet
thet the sound could cause tae Germens Lo fl&C“ crei.lery five u on tie torn,

The regimental commend post was «stedlisned in o lerge poletic.. residence

just souta of the towm ol Narti, yrev iously oeecupiud as tov commang (ol of
the German Fabian combat group. Ixcellent cbzervaiion _outs werse ,nt.bJASn
forward of the front line battnlions ené aceurste fire =n s [luced unen Germmna
observed leying mines®elong tine river besk. EBrigidicr Gencral Kendnll visited
the command post during-the efternoun, studied and zjproved tie dicnpouiticons
of the regiment gud remeined fur supper wivh th: regimontel ﬂumm.nder. At

2115 hours, revorts were received frou recennicsrnee yetrols Cinictehca bo-

wards the Arno river earlier in the dey. ALL jetroiv rejorted cf.ntr-%ct wite
the ¢nemy slong the improved highwey rumning generclily i aelilel +ith the river
between the towns ol San fngelico, Sen Romzne, &nd Tonte & Iveis. The t o pet-

fnﬂrols-dispatc. d to the river bank were wnsbl. to rerei: their destincitipn due to
" heavy eneny rpsistence. -

10—



VULLLAOOINIEY

Avhoiy VM) 73SOPE
i By M) NARA Date,

During the 19th of July 1944, pozition: were mrejsarsd {ov =il-
cround security. (bzervavion Poets were estsbilshed ruu iuprovel cnu sStel
reconnaissance patrols were dispatched in the cirvecticn of the Zrnc river.
Mzjor Genersi fiosn visitea the comusni poslt end wisuvusped toe ddsposition
of troogs witidn tne regimenitcl zone, expressing s:bisruwction with s:uc.,

bt 1245 houss Colonel O0'Brign, Oth iy G=5 section, visited itie
command post for conferaonce with Colcnel Cheampery concerning idlie usrks-—
manship, He wee particulsrly interestea in tie atitacs of this regiment
which cub higowey. 6 southeast of Rome. The id betisiicn ol our regimunt
had destroyed .60% of & betteiion of the Hermenn Goering Diviszion by smeil
arme fire glone, Thie fact wee substenticted by the czptured battalion
surgeon of the bedly meuled Germen bztibciion,

: At 07pC hours 20 July 1244, Co.onel Cheipeny departed for Lis
deily ‘inspection of all troogs and Ingtellctions, Duving the morning
Mejor Beggs, 8cting G-3, vizited the comu.nd post, studied Hie disvositicn
of trocps, and went forward to tue regiment-l observsition post in Hentoonol.
to make & terrzin study of the bunks of the Arnc river. Msjor Begis
revesled that he hed no knowledge ol wiat iuture opcrztions hrd boen
planned for the division, bub taal cul indicsbiuns vwore that the situciicn
wouid rcmein as ip for the time being. e knew ol nc plen: for r river
ecrossing within the present division orea. From cur study ot the banics
of the Ammo, %¢ our froab, «s well as Irem pebrol rejoits ana interrogaition
of cxvilimng, it wos the unenimous opinicn tast & river erczsing mase rere
would be an extremely hegerdcus one for two resson:: (i) th+ nature of tue
torrzsin., The enemy couid meintain exceilis=nt observeaiio. ou Y estobiished
bridgenesd. () The exbensively prepared enemy position: on the north bk
of the Armo.

During the alfternoon, “sjor Fulker, (G-, ce izl st Sho command pos«t
with 2 group of South Americ:n oficers un 2n cbrervetion toia ci the Shn
Arzy front., After o short pleasent conference witin the regimentsl comunruder,
the delegation departed cxpressing regret theot rurtier cbserveticn oi the
front fines could not be mude due o suortege of time evailizbic,

The trpcps centinued to improve delsnzive poziticns ne weli sz mebbing
resupplied, razted and re-equipped. Pebrcl setividy wis irdensiiied gii
along the front to cbtain as much informotion =s vossible concerning ocur
side of tke river, From sli indicebions, it seemed that tioe enemy were
oceupying only the town of San Romene in strengtn, colitncugh civppes with
Ge:man patrols were reported to the east of the towm,

.J .

During the nigat, 211 comuzny kitchens were brought forerd indo
compeny areas ensbling the troops tc get combinucus hot Lexis o toe Tiret
tiwe s:uce the start ox the present operztion on 1C Ju.y. Heedliess to sey,
the kitchen erews received a grezt oveiion uson thsir arvivel,
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. X - At 120C hours, ¥i July, bie regiment wes notificd by G-3 thutb
the two sttaghed chemeiel morter companiecs, Compeny [ o Jonpeny D off
the 84th Chepicel Bettoelicn, were detachud and wonlid esscible in their
battelion headqusrter:s srea. It wes with misgiving on our pert, that
this uessaze wus cunveyed to the comprnies concerned du:a to the fact
that both hed rendered a fire service to tie repgi.nt., Thelr vbite
phosphorcus shiell which crezted greet Yeer cnd coniusiol emung the
Germans &t Leiatico and P ertine would be missnod in iuture cperatiocns.

At 18CU hours, Lieutenent eyfield, Duvision Idedsen Ofiicer,
reported to the commund post with o civiiion directive which speciiicg
thet the 35lst Infantry woula on The nigat ol £7-¢s July elicinete
enemy in the vicinity ol Sin Romenc anu Ponte @ zvous, keep these vointo
under observetion and free ol enemy with nightly setrols, snd rend cmall
reconnalssence patrols acreoss the frno river to detersine enewy streigth
and ¢ispositicns,

This directive was receivea witi ruein cnthusics. dut to bhe frct
that it had been the desire of the regiueninl commznder sinee our arrivel
on tire division cbjective tc clear th: wrer sieciitisu, but orders from
higher heedguertors hed limited u:. to peirol ection in thet area. Ab
0800 hours 2% July, sli betbelicn commenders ruc batisiscn [=3'e repoited
to the cemwend post for orienteticn, discussion, =n¢ iususnee of orders
for the opergtion, The pien in general wis tc employ tvo comperics Ly
each of the #d end 3d pebteluions. The o6 bsbbeliin wowdd eieroy Hhe svoe
a0 of Szn Romnnd to include the 9let Divizion boundsry west of Cugsnne; the
' 2d bebtericn woeuld cleersthe eree San Romanc (exclusivz) to Ponte & bwcin

(inclusive). Fech battslicn would cutpost the clzared eresme witn onc

conpeny to prevent cnomy inviitreticns. The atiesuk uoulu be irunched

et 2500 hours with ne artilliery preperstion in order not to destror tie

surprise eiement, One pistoon of tenis wuwi foilo. zoeh betiuoricu to its

objective to be evsilabie et duun If n-edec.

£t 1150 hours, Brigedier Generel Kopdsll; fseistint Divi:cion
Commender, visited tha comsznd post fov discussion ol plina fov tuds
operaticu. The plans us snnounced were cunsiceved sutisiuctory en. the
hssistent Divizion Commender remeined fur lunch 7ith the regimuntsl cosnender.
It wee reveslied tunt the 34uth Infentry ond 55(th Infentyy werc isunching
their sttacis on objoctives .gener:iiy on Ling but zlightiy to cur rigut
rear one nour exriier bien ocur "EY heur., Hosver, coordinebion wevls net
be disrupted dus tc the fect thet the division right fizpk wes reiused,
meking the distance to their cbjective conuiderzbiy grester than tae

" distance te curs, :

The gttack was ileinched at the designated beur—-2300 bours 22 Julv.
The 2d battalion emploving F and G cumiinies, occupied its objectives
with compar:five ease, left F compemy es ‘vn oubpost onu withdrew G comseny
i to tioe vicinity of Stibbic vhere the bsbbtaiicn hed cababuigned its setence
’ avea. The 3d battaiicn, however, proceedes wuth grecter difiieuwity—-K
company swung nertowest to the town of fngelice, them turned esst nicns
the road towerds the mein battelion objective--fon jicmrnc. In the mesptiue,
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L compeny mcved northesst to strike f:n Domenc from the scst; tins dotn
compinies combining to execute ¢ pincer woveicut om tane tovyn., K comurngy
reached S:n Angelico with nc resistence, checxzed houses foi GeXmenis, =nd
evidently became confused 8 to tihe locetion oi fun omruo, Teporiing thet
the wesbtern edge of the town had bzen rerctied wien cclusily the comeany
wes sbili in Sen fngelico. Company L, Tou, becslie cendused in the ueheuver,
Skirting the soutnern edge of town, compeny L ccrtbretec Joapeny K, repoiting
at (815 hourg to the betteiicn comusnder that Sex llomenc wes curs. K
compeny re ed to its Zdefensive eree ip tue vieipity of Montopo.i siter
sending one pletecon to cutpest the tovn of Ceprrne. One wivtoon, compeny I,
wes dispetched to outpost Sen Angelico with the rem:inder oi cupmyny L
located in the scuthern outsxkirts ci’ S:n Homeno,

At G830 hours, 25 Juliy 3.9«4», the regimented cosmindér, with lrjor
Sadler, S-¢, lei't the command post for cn incpiction of the L compeny cut-
post st Szn Romenc. As Colonel Champeny enc izjor Sedler elirosched Sen
Remanc, wily expectiing the town to be oceupicc by vicuusy trevos, they
ceme uncer fire of o Germen mochire pun, Cheeking :ith rn L compeny pisdocn
iccsted in a house nenxby, it wes dzscoverea tueb Germen treoss hed in-
filtrated intc the towm during the nignt ane hed sebt u) o fowiusbee
strengpoint utilizing the thiex welied hcuges es pill boxes. Un crder
of Colonel Champeny, the pratoon oi Coujagy L l.oscagtely set te work
cleering the hcuses. The 3d betia.icn couisilier vics tuen netiiize to
withdrew the platoon of compeny L from fngeiice ene: utisdize tiue entire
coitpeny 10 cleer the tosn of S:p Romeno. This work vac calried on througi-
out the day, a slow, methodical, house-to-hcuse job wlth grest hner:issment
by Germen artilliery, mortars ond mechins :ume, By derknces, sbeud 1/i of
the town ned been cleared end two atrong, atrols wers designeted to weny lete
the job to include the adjacent tovm of buche. During the night, L compiiy
was aubjectea to un extremely heavy crtillery Derrzge fcliowed by ¢ counter-
attack wiich forced ‘he compeny To witudrew and reorgenize in the voeinity
of the road juincticn just we:st ol Gon fcimenoc,

On 24 July 1944, the town of Sen homeno which wes rapidly beccming
a tcugner assignment every dey, etiil rempined under Germsn deminction. The
batteiion commrnder was ordered by the reg.hmcn ai combinbier to ubi.iuve pol
forces mmder his commend t¢ eccomplish the wiscion, The lct batiesicn wre
elerted for possible empleyment, Accurdingiy, comyzny L wies ovderca to
attack east from prasen positien vhile com arny X meves te the nerdivest
end atiecked the towm from the weul, a mencuver sinil-r to thit glonned fer
the firet sticck on San Fomeno., TUpen resching the ocutskirtc or town :f.';o;.
either side, both compsnics encountered heovy cnemy resistence frum mowtey
artiliery, snipers an;‘x maciine guns. Fierce 11“::,.41; conbinved throug nrm,
the dey with companies K snd L advencing only ¢ few housus in 3ho free of
the withering machine gun rire,

5
™

Lieutena}.st Colonel Furr, batteiicn comurnder, 3d bebtelic::, whe hid
been in the nospit:l for some tlme, returned to duty with his bott:_iu i
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~the afternoon of 24 July cnd re-energized ti:: sbtteck. &t «iilC hours,

efforts would be renewed to destroy the enem girongpoint wilh compsnies

K end I sbtacking simultaneously,

At 1100 hours, s reconnaissance perty from the &82d Infantry,
9ist Infentry Divisicn, headed by Colionel Cotton, Regimental Corusender,
visited the command post to discuss plens for tie re..el ol this vegiment
by one battalion of 362d Infantry which of ccurse weuld oceupy ani extrensely
broad front for e bettaiicn. Such dcteiss as could be worked oud on &
werning order were accomplished and the H62d Infentry recomnaissence
perty went forward to visit the batieiicn ereas.

At 2210 hours 24 July 1944, the 3@ battulicn agoin ettecked the
town of Szn Romano. ' K compeny, advencing frem the east, L compeny su-
vencing from the west, Compzny I reached & point ZLO yerds ircm e
center of town before receiving eny firve, At thut point the enemy wrs
engaged ond g heavy fire fight ensued. At 0040 hours L5 Juiy 1944,

K company whikch had made 2 similer ndvence was held up by =n enemy

mine field, bly-passed the mine field, tnd recched its objective, efter
heevy fighting, at C20C hours, L compeny which wro fighting for every
inch of this town of meny stone hcuses, sdvenced more slovly, recching

its objective at 0445 hours. During tois operzitien, Captain fllen M.Veil,

Comnanding Off'icer of L compony, and one or the outstancing company
comnanders of the regiment, hed rejoined his compeny, efter spending
scme time in the hospital tor wounds received in ersr.ier ozerzticns.

The lesding elements of the company were in a huuse thet was recelving
fire from enemy snipers, which were well hidden und impossible to ioczbe
from the cover of tiie house., Caplein Voil decided to melie & hesty re-
connaissance end proceeded to dodge Lrom nouse te hovse until he h:d
reached the street cormer., As he reachea this pesiticn sud begen to
search lor the snipers, a direct artiliery kit ugson the corner buliding
killed bim instantly. Ceptain Vail was the hoider of the fiiver Star
Award for Gallantry in Acticn., Artiliery cnd worter {ire was extremely
heavy on both companies during the attack. By (510 hours K and L comsazny

‘had established contect and taken up positicne for recrgenizction just

north of &Sen Romeno betwsen this picce znd ths toin of Bucae. The news
thet thc tosn of Stn Romanc had finully been occupied, wis received witi
great enthhsiasm duec to the fact thet this bastion of e city hed been a

‘sore spdt within the regimentizl zone. It's cepture would have been com—

pleted much iier, hed permission been grented by higher headiguzrters.

A1l during the dsy 25 July 1944, both d and & bett-iions were busiiy

engsged in clearing our zune of Germans wup tc the Arnoe river. This over:stion
wes carried by petrols of plotoon size, smi nroceedsd with some duiviiculiier
at times, due to stubporn opposithon of isoleted machine gun nests. The

aren wes entvirely cleered und the mission acconplishsd by nightfoii.

During this cleaning-up operetiou, Liecutenant ¥rnest I. Berk, a piatoon

leader of Compeny K, was engeged in lesding replecements from the company
comuznd post, to his platoon position, when « hesvy ertilicry berrage

ignded in the immediate vicinity, killing him elimost instasntliy.
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On 26 Juzy 1944, the regiment wes officially notifieé thnt it
voulc br Pelicysd in iltes seetor by the 24 bztiniion, 6ic¢ Infantry, Slsth
Infantry Divisfon. Lt. Col. Thomyuson, Commwnding Officer, thisz batizlion,
visited the co G post, discussed tie relief arnd proceeded to the for-
ward areas to e a reconnaissance. U ue Lo the fuet that his disposition
would be somewhat Gifferent from oure, becsuse of emuiler sirength, this
reconnaissance was necesserily minute in detiil. - 2% GG heours, Brigodicr
Generzl Kendall vicited the comaend post enc diseuss:d thne relief of the
regiment, suggesting that the relieving. unit maintais o smuller out:.oct

along the reiirosd and atrol thne souti banks of the river,

At 1400 hours, Colonel Chanpeny eddressed ... nwi officers, recontly

assigned this regiment as rerlucementb, vwho were enroute to their new or-

ganizations, This groug, lergely First Licutenants, contein.ud ceversl
Cevzlry Officers who had been transferred from Cavalry to Infuntry cue to
the zmall need for Cavalry in this wer, Colonel C bam eny in his tolk
briefly traced the history of the regiment from its activetion, erpliining
its standarcs and traditions. The talk was enthueiasticelly received end
as the replacement officer grow; departec, thelr exmresciions and actions
indicated that they would maintain tnﬂ fighting spirit of tn= regin-nt,
enabling it to conmtinue to be, as General Slo:n hac errrezerd meny times,
the best regiment in the Army.

On .7 July 19«4, ;lans were com leted for the relief of the regiment,
The 2d battelipn of the 362d Infantry would amOle two compznics to reiieve |
the advance bajttalicns of the regiment, Compeny © would rolieve the Ud
battalimm wit its zone, outposting the railrosd endé ;utrolling to the
Arno river., Company F, similerly, woulc relievs Z¢ buttalion of this
reginent, outrosting the railroad end ,etrol to the Armo river. One plutoon
of company & together with a nletoon 0¢ company F would occuyy the San
Romano-Buche sector. Company G in reserve would go inte pocitlon weet of
wtibbio, an ideal location with goud routes of ajuroech to meet onemy
attack in any directiocn,

At 1120 hours, Archbluho Speliman of New York accomyrnlrn by

‘Colonel Ryan, Sth Army Chaplain, and Colonel Le?cvre, II C ar. s Cixjlain,

met Hajor General Sloan at the regimental commsnd pout and vas 1ntroauc°r
to Colonel C hampeny, the staff, and commund youu uga'onnol. The 'rchbichop
heartily shook nands witn all, expressing the ho;« thet he would see all
in Rew York soon. Tne party then uepartca for o vizit to the let Batiilion

_wahere irchbishor Spellman recuestod the nzmes snd adcero.ces of cll the

soldiers whom he met in order thst he mizht conveyr best wishes te their
families when he returned to the United States,

The relief duriné-the night of £7-Z8 July proceccec smoothly without
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“— 'incident., Due to the long distence from the outpoét utnits to the en-

trucking point (necesserily so, in order to escupe enemy obuervetion)

it wes felt that some units mizht nol be relleved in time to depart from
the area by daylight. However, due to detriled nrior plenning by Li.Col.
Thompson, of the 36Rd Imfantry and our batiulion commenders, the outioct
unite reached their destination on time, The vesiment wuc trucked to the
aree of Montognoso. AlL org:nizaticne werc cloged into bivouse sicn by
0815 hours 28 July 1944, PFartieulsr :itention wes given to diigerssl in,
and camouflage of bivouse area. Iuring the dey, troors rested, cluzned -
and repaired elothing and equiyment znd weie smtiied to o Cuartermoster
Clothing - ge Shower Unlt some 22 miles aviey &t Suline.

At 1300 nours, all bettelion S-ile end Specicl Trit ecomnanders
met with the regimental 5-3 for discussicn of triining to be condnetaed
during the ensuing rehabilitztion jeriod, The firgt and foremost cubjuct
for study and training wes 09313n1h°0 58 Hiver Crozuing Crerctions,
Concurrently, dlsciplinery training and dyeieal conditicning would be
stressed. - The period from 28 July to anﬁ including 51 Juiy would be
devoted to cleenming, servicing and maintenence of motor vehicles and
crew served weapons, orderliness, police, esanitation, and shovwers, On
‘1 fugust the regulsr drill 5chedule would begin, covering uhe ;rineipal
subjeuts listed abOVe to inelude training with and firding autome tic wesLons,

On the 5lst of July, schools for officers and key NCO's in River

 Crossing Operations were conducted in each bittaliom, Officers snd

Nco's from regimental headguartsers, engineer, tank, tank destroyer and
chenicel wezpons units thet normelly would sup.ort or be attached to ihe
respective betialions were distributed ecually to battziion scheols.
Officers and personnel from Compzny C, 51ldth Lngineers snd Compeny F, 13th
Engineers, (recent ettachment from IV Corus) acted as instructors and
demonstration erews for pertinent Bngineer uubjecn“ while carefulliy selected
- Infentry officers instructed in the Ipfunbry iheses of River Crosszing..

The school covered a totel of 83 hours instruction. Ali officers expressed
the opinion that it would definitely improve training to be conducted for
troops.,

£t 1800 hours, &ll officers of the regiment asscmbled in the 26
battalion area for a conference with the regimentul comuander. The olexations
conducted since the regiment returned to the "line" on 7 Ju.y were yoviewed
with & discussion of mistakes made, corrccticns iier«for, and lessons
" learned. The use of firepower was stressed. Silace the Germ.ns ore edept
at comouflage and their powder is smokeless and fleawzneus, their gun pesitions
are usually difficult to detect, WNevertheless, it is sbsolutely necesszry
that our troops return the fire immedistely with «il appropriate wecpons
‘on likely enemy 1ecationa. It ‘can be logieally assumed that, although
such fire is inaccurate, the roralez effect on the Germzns wiil be the sane,
if not greater, -then thet caused by German {ire on uu. The efiectiveness
of & well planned and well executed night ettack " hen a diylignt attack
had: failed, was pointed out in describing the Bettle of Leiatico. Grecter
" use of the compass to maintein direction at night wau omphssized. The
'+ pegimental commander stressed the point that resgoncibility for the [rTo-

. veption of AWOL!'s and stregglers lies vwith NCO's as well as officers.

25~
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Instences of poor petrolling in the fan Rom:no srea were cited with tue
directive thal the stendard of petrolling be iumproved. The regimentel
compender further stated that ne expecied thie treining eriecd o be &
tpep up" period with short, councentrated drill deyc giving troops smpie
time for sthleties, recreztion, znd movies.

The fighting during the month of July had been some cf the
bitterest yet engsged in by the regiment. Cecsualtiss were heavy snd
meny of the old members of the regiment had fri.cn as the regiment
advenced and took the ccntestea towms of Lelatico, Honte Foscoli,
Partino end finslly Sean Romano, on the brniks of the Arno River. Soon,
perhaps, the Arno River Lins, znd the veunted Gothic Line would tezke
their place slong with the Gustav Line, the Hitler Line, ond Rome,
as another important German line thsi the 35lst Infxntry has helped
to crush.

olonel, 55Ist Infojfitry
Commenciing.

i By M) HARA Dace !
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- 7 Sentember 1944

HISTORY OF THE 351ST TNFANTRY REGIWENT FOP_THE MOMTH OF AUGUST 1uaa.

The owerztions from Monteestini, Thaiy to the frmo Wiver, ouring
the month of July 1944 had brought mueh hard =nd bitter fishting te +he
361let Infantry Regiment o~nc the onnortunntv for vescw and training =
welconmed by sll. ’

On 1 pucust 1944 the extensive training nrorram in river crossing
operaticns continued in o1l organizaticns. Tntensive siudy 6 nrzebicsl
application of wrlnclnles Llearned, war mede of the emnloyment of enzineers
4n e river crossing; reconnaisssnee for river cypssing sites; German
methods of defending & river line; organization and ﬂmplovment 0oi erorsing
groups based on a reinforced infantry bottslion; and commnieations,

At 1120 hours, Lieutensnt Colonel frmoride, Divigion ¥neineer,
visited the| command post for a conference with the Fegimental Commender
concerning poordination and coorersticn with the egineers for river-crossing
onerations.| He revealed thet Company ¥, 19th Tnginecrs would be attached
to the regilent during this nreliminery training nhnee, ag wel. =8 For the
acbual crosging itself, This comhany =ould ha nn sssal to the resiment
\_/ due to the fact that it had actunily participeted in the croseing o the
Repido River in the vieinity of Cassine esiider in the Ttaiien esmnnien,

The lessons lLearned there would serve us well for our onerations.

During the dey, Vieutenant. Coionel imake, Pesimentsl Frecuhive (fficer,
Captain Wdmonscn, fiegistant S-5, snd = renreeentative from esch of 915th
Field Artiliery Battaiion, Cownmny G, 515th Engineere. Corpeny F, iuth
Engineers, and Company G, 760th Tonic Batiaiion, reconnoitered n combst te: ..
asgemoly area scuth of the Arno Hiver (s.ith-est ol Twno.i), Renorting
to the 6th Indian Divieion commnns nosi for sl availsble informeiicorn con-
cerning the pronosed sgsembly area, clerrsnen was cohained for the ~rrun to
cortinmie their nerscnal reconnaiessnce, fe the reconnsisseice nrosrreseed,
it was noted thed » aenfiiet with o Cowne irtiilemr Groum exi-ted cue Tio ihe
fact that the same assembly ares hrd heen seeigned to botin the ini'suors
and the artillery. This comiiiet was remedied hvy e nierence vith renrorentntiver
of the Corns irtillery Groun and B8th Tnfantry Division H.oed verters,

On 2 2ugust 1944, it wac reve: ed duping the Aay that a nlan for »
river crosging overation had been develonec hy T Corns, The 86th =nd &G5th
Infentry D visions @wouid eross abremct——esch aivieion forsine o rrocsinee,
! employing gne battaiicn : = ; rtrﬁﬁﬂﬂ't*ﬁﬂﬁiﬂﬂ'vﬂ1xr CTRIE R wee
: named the Pestoria Plrn %ﬁﬂ'firﬁt Corne ch1é054VPL—unr hish ereundiin
the vicinity of Pestori o g;f B
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The Division Plen was to employ three Repiments sbhreast; in the eroercing,
the 549th Infantry on the left, erossings f:-0 hatteiirns sbreest, ~hile the
351gt Infantry in the center =nd the 550t Tnfontry on the right, esch
forced a cne battali~n crossinr, The zone pegirmed the Division erienced
from the viginityr of Fontelunn weet fo San Miniate,  hen the bhridgene: d
beczme egtabliched, the 548th Infantry wonld he "ninched cuth, hecaring
Divigicn res;rve, while the 550th Tnfantry and the 551sh Irlf‘r-n'tr_v acntinued
to advance tpward the Corns ocbjective.

Uo to this time, the &th Tndian Divieion hnd not, enmaleted elearing
the area mouth of +he irno River of fermsns-—theiy line extendivng from tiwe
river bank st ilnnteluno zenersily southrest slone the railrozé tracik scuth
of Fmpeli, to Ostexie. The Bth Army had, however, ngreed to érive The Germyns
north of the jrno wiver and vlans were heing nrde to sceomnlisn the toei,

Tae day of & fugust 1944 was spent hy =11 hetieiione, svueci=L umite;
and covbet team sttachmenita reconnoitering the sasemhly arers assisned them.
eceuth of the Arno, In arder nct to cre-fe cveniecion by hesvy froffiec in the
new areg, 2Ll crganizetions were limited o one Wieent,

it 1850 hours, in an=ver %n n recvest of this reziment, Comeny 7,
19th Fngineers were f-'ranted road clearsnee heginnine at 2200 hcmrs to wove into
the new ngsembly area, Comnany F wonld clesy the new zrea of ninez; make
neceggary rozd renzirs, sud oiid o Reiley Ryidre over wne ples Riwer, fe
the 8th frmy moved formard to the Arna, the srecs clesred of Germons wonld
be earefily recomunitered by this commns and fhe necescaryr engineer wori
comnieted,

tt 0600 hours 4 fugnst 1944, Coionel Chemneny, Resimentsl, Nomssnder,

recaived Wy |eneclisl mesrenger, ¢ lether from the Momoanding Generel; in
whioh i operstions were @icenszad, Mriect ecomnuicien with the recurity
nisn ag pubYiched hy fhe G-5, 88th Tnfontry Tivieion, =rr eohocired, FPrerr-
thinge rractferble te grin Aecantirm =wmd cvrrrice in cur »iver crngcirg cr“."!v:!
be veed. The rtesticn of dispersiop in our hivrure =rene welld he - fue% pnd
not fiectiron, In ermveetion with front linc recomncissances to he prde,
gecurity detachments frem the 8th ifrmy wonld necomneny our reecormsi:eeopee

el emente—-—this, in order to sweid o nosaibiiit of esvlnre off our aercinned

vhick would indicute our nrescence or that front, The eciceiicn of rerunervstive
toreets for the exrenditure of munitieng, the imanptznes rf norevver dir the
z-.‘t-uack 16 the indeetrinstion of 211 new ren snd offiacere into the wnipis of
the divicion, (the svirit of sgeresuivensss in ecrhaf, snd the =i Linenexe

e mecent vesprmsihiiities) were fnily éiscussed, Fer mepsonei irfermetdon
of the regimentzl corsrnder. in order not e egvshidieh undus covbivien with
refercnce to the immediste future of ihe divieion, rrovieions L wlzne vere to
be nren-red within ezch regiment for the eivil sdmirietration ol on pepjoned
Sistriet, Fach distriet would be nceirmed to n verimentry rommwnger, wio
wradd hewve under him, hie entire resiment For 'he sdmindetratirn rnd c.utrel
of his district. Thie information vee net to be mibiiched to the lower mwrite
at the rresent ftime, The imnartance of ecmreiv) herdling of »heentes helings
by degiyneted soldier-voting offirers, wng ervharised, My c.in.cr eritieism
‘ 'J.t,.h refaze' ce to this patiter wonid rerct most vnfavornhiy »ath referince to

" the frmy,
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Finally, the ﬁivﬁcinn Commander exnmressed his desire thri over -
the week-end, rejigioug services be conﬁvotm in <)% wnite, fn outline
for the corduct of rervices wss nresented jin which fle ﬂﬂrlwarf'I FONhﬂnner
wonld, v-:.th aLl dencminations in 2 griun:

(L), Give = penersl orientetion of the nresent internaiisnasl
éitunticn stres ging the swecersser of the Alldes

(2)., .Discves the onerntions of eur Nivieien wnd iie ruerecses
ueing therce z2¢ a bzekground for estelrlishins nride ir our secownlizhmentgrn,

[(3). Strecs the reason ihat we were ghis o precmlish there
successger; the esorit, bravery, evergy. enthusinem »nd cgrreseciveress of cur
older men particular ly those vho were killeé or mounded in seticm,

|(4), wWithout too much optimism, to immress Unon £l mresent,
the fect thaf hy vutting =11 we have inte our nest Tew oncredione. we heve
a enlendid opnoriawmity for ending the war with Cermeny in the nesr future.

'(8), Mnd stress the nride owr neeple at home il dete in
our succegsful accomniishments, Ffter thie intraduetery nrogrsm, the rroun
woid be gevarsied inte denominstionsi crouns snd the recwisr rei:einne
services conducted.

At 1018 henrs, Captain Davis, Commending Officer of Mermony €, 84th
Chemical Battalion renorted to the Copmeand Post for brieiins oné discugsion
of disgnogitions in the nropesed frrword assembly nree, Thie cownrny, hrvire
1eft the regiment when the A&rno Fiver wzs reached, ir the wviciri tv of‘ San
Romanc, had “returned to ue ofter supnorting the 54%h Divieion in Ste canture
of Teghorn and later suoporting en enti-eirereft brigede (sefine s Infoniry)
which reijeved the 34th Divieior eouth of the 2rno River at Piez, OCentrin
Devig with two of his nlatoon lesderg, left i'or the forverd secembiy ares for
a thorough reconnsisssnece of the srea arcsieped him,

it 1430 houre, Ceptain Wyers, oide to the Cormmanding Genevnl, wvicited
the command post for a discussicn of the nrocrem for r cowbat tesm Formntion
for rresentetion of awsrds on Sundey .5 Mugust 1944 hy Major fenersi Slorn,
The resimertal theater sres wer selected ns The site for the formation and a
nractice sesgion for reciniente of awards plenned for the mornine of § fucvet,

At 1830 hours, § August 1944, Captein Sidell, Commanding Officer,
Cormany G, SL3th Bngineers, conducted rn interesting, instrunetive »ericd in
the uge of orima cord for the clearence of a2 =ath throuch a minefiedd., The
instruction began with a discussirm and demonetrotion of the txne mines -hich
were rost commop in fur pev ares » namelyr, the Hoitz mine, the Seoon mine, the
Teiler mipe mAnd the "E' mipm, Fech fyme wos evrmined ccrefully, snd the vwore
and mesng of converting the hirh-powered snti-trni mine inteo ¢ dendgiy enti-
perscnnel. mine were demongtrated. It was Geciced hy =211 nresent “hnt the
German inventors of ruch hellish devices shouid defiritely be clareified o
war criminals" and be mede to die by the ocireet sctien of their own hondiworic.
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Strands of nrima cord were nlsced on a2ll ‘these m§r=:;=v;5;¢*f =

Y

. effect noted. One girand of prime cord wes succegsful in detonating a Schv mine

but had no annreciative effect unon s Telier, From exrerimentetion, by frial
end error nrogess, it wae decided that by utilizing four strands of rrims cord,
all. enti-tank] and anti-persomel mires (with one excention) would he clesreé for
e. distznce epproximately ore and one half feet on either cide of the nrime cord
gtrands, The| one exception, strangely enough, proves to be o German "S" mine
which as a result must be cleered by use of 2 mine detector or by nrobirg,
fnother interesting revelation occurred when it wes discovered .thet trip wiree
in moet caseg would not be set ofi’ by the heavy ernlosion of the vrime cord due
to their stresmlined surface, ’

Methods or means of throwing the nrima cord into & mine Tield in order
to clear a path ~ere next demonstrated., The most successful menne nroved to he
the use of the rifle grepade snd the "bazocks" rocket, In the first cese, Tour
gtrande of vrima cord hundled ir rope fachion were sgecvrely ~tteched to a rifle
grenade and firec¢ ¥ith a high engle of elevation. By corgtructing a crude
trough for the "bezcoka" rocket, attaching the nrima cord gecvrely to the shaft
of the rocket, and setting the rocket M"ofi" with a flashlight brttery, the four
strande were extended into the fdmulated mire field with a grest desl of force,
exerting a =strong null on a stake to which the end of e 20. foot length oi »rims
cord wes attached. In both cases, the rifle grenrde svd the rocket, the safety
nin was not pulled nreventing detonavion of ejther the grenade or the rociet,

Brig Genersl KFiDALL, Assistent Nivision Commander who sttended the
demonstration, exprecsced retisfaction with ingtruetion riven, recommending that
all rifle olatoons trein and equin men to clear wathg with vrima cord,

On 6 puguet 1944, the 351let Combet tenm sssembled at the Regimentel
theetre (2nd irea) for the vresentation cf awsrds ané decorationg by Hajor
General STOAN' to members of thie regiment for feots of brevery and ovtetonding
accomplichment, In hig introdvetory trlk to the Combot Teum, CGeneral STOAN!S
gneech had marked signe of optimism nnd pressged a neor end to the Ttzlian
cempaign, '

"We are here to honor our desd" he srid, "end we shouid thant C-d for
hie blessings., We went to conclude this war so decicively thet imericen men
may never again face these conditions, We must not nllew ourselves to be satis—
fied with the desth of Kitler 2¢ he is only ¢ figurebez@, We must best the Cer-
men people; we cen not let them surrender. We must 1lie': them so conelusivelw
that they never egain can wege wer,n ’

Generel SLOAN encouregingly snoke of the mounting 417ied svecerses on
lend, sea and ir the air, declaring that the Germens sre on the mm, Tn addition,
he expressed extreme thankfulness for being in command of the 88th Division,
particulerly the 351st Combat Team which "hes never feiled to rench its objective.

Upcn completion of hie speech Ceneral SLOAN presented the Legion of
Merit for excentionally meritorious conduct in the nerformance of ovtstanding
servicds to the regimental commander, Col Arthur S, Chammeny, and to the regi~
mental Operations Sgt., H/Sgt Chester A, Post., The Silver Ster for gz Llontry
in action was |received by Capt Leo Seutter, Company Comrander He & o Co, Capnt




3 ¥ - ; "'ﬂ‘f NM'Z-? S

George Schaeffer, CO Co "AM, lst Ti Stenten Pinh-:,rf., co f‘o ugn, f.‘\_nl ’.‘11‘9,
Co "yn; Pvte Rust and Freisinger and Pfe Nesy of Hn Co 5d Rn,

Upon. the departure of Genersl ST.OAN. Colonel Chempeny sddressed the
essemblage. The megnificent accomplishmentc of fthe 35let Combat Tesm in the
Italian Campaign were enumerated. IMentioned waes the march from Snigno scross
the mountains to cut the Pico-Itri road, one of the finest msrches ir military
‘history. The capture of Laiatico wes soken of as the erestest vietory of
the regiment.,

“-Sa.n Fomann vas & euccess well errned," declerer the Colonel. "The
place was hepvily defended—=hich Proves thwt we.con beat the Cermene nt their
own game,"

Colopel Champeny took nride in mentioning the high honnr hestowed
upon the regiment when Major General SLOAF steted to the fecretery of Wer,
Mr STIMSON, that ofire wes "the best regiment of the best NDivieion in the prmy,.n

The Regimentel Commander then meted out well deserved nrzise to the
91l3th FA Bn whom he declared was the best Field Artillery Battalion in the army,
GCo "Cw, Z13th Fngr Bn and Co "C" 315th lfed Rn were slso lauded for their rehieve-
ments. The 349th Infantry was referred to as "good firhting nertners on whom
we could count at 21) times.® The femous remark of Sally the German rronarande
radio girl——"the 88th is & bunch of blood thirsty cut throatsl——wre revested
with pride and once more accepted a8 s great comnliment,

Concludlng with » note of optimism Colonel Chemveny remarked thnt he
felt the coming offensive would be our last in Tialwr,

After brief ihstructions by the new Regimental Chanlain. fentnin
%.,B, Hoover, Cheplain, the formetion dienerseé into three denominstionsl
grovps. It was with reluctance that the news was received thet Chrnlain Ferts
who had served the regiment so loyally rnd faithfuvlly since its setivetiom, wose
transferred to Division Hesdouarters s Assistant Divieion Chaplain, elthongh
all were hapdy to see him receive the wromotion,

At 1530 hours on this date the Regimental -3 with the Divicion -3
met for a discussion of a new plan of attzck of the II Ceros knom sz the
VSeramble Plan.® This plan was based on ¢ pre~umpiicrn thet the 8th rrmy
would be able to establish a shallow bridgehesd in the vicinity of Flerence,
flenking the Airno River and ceusing the Germans to withdrsw from ite honke
. vorthward to the Gothic Lire, The Nivigion wonld ereente a conterniated up-
opposed, or lightly opnosed, crossing with 2 sneciel combot tesm commended
by Brig General XFNDALL, composed of the 349th Infentry Combm. Tesm with
sdditional engineers, tank and ‘tanlk destroyvers ﬂt.nched Thae 350th end 351lst
Infantry Regiments wdhld crose the river abrest, pass throvgh the 349th Tnfantry
gt the brldgehead iine, and continue northward to secure $he Pestorin nh1nﬂf:vn.

The 7th of August found the regiment sctivelw engeged in river crossing
exercises., Each battalion hed selected a site within its alloted trainine sres

]
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resembling thé probable crossing site as nearly ss possible. In spite oi the
fact that very little waber existed in the streew beds chosen g treining sites,
organization commanders used initietive and ingenuity to make the treining

as realigtic as possible. Each battelion hed up to this time, sccouplished

one full scale deylight end one night river crossing exercise, caploying sul
aTms norma.ly abtteched or im support of such zn cperstion. In additicn, in-
doctrination of new men and officers in tha cdivision standerds continued.
Refresher treaining for both new and oid men wes given. Diseipline end cuurtesy
were emphagized., Physicel conditioning contimued to be stressed el«ng with

the river cppssing exercises. Marches over difiicuit mountainous terrain were
being conducted by all orgenizations daily.

— e

At 0815 hours, Mejor David H. Sadler, Regimcntar S-i, Ceptain Cherles
D. Pdmonscn, Assistant S-3 end Captein Sideil, Commanding Oft'icer, Ucmpauy C,
315th Engineers, departed for further reconnaissénce of the forwerd Regimentel
Assembly aree neer the Arno river and berrain study as fer s bectice.
gituation would permit, of the bamks of the river,

At 19800 hours, the Regimenta: {=3 attended s confercnce with the
Division G~3 e deteiled piens of the Pestoria und "scrambie" plazns were
discussed. sions, objectives, and boundsries were corefully expioined to
each Regimentpl representstive, The fact thet the 8th Army had nol cieared
the area to the south binks of the Arno, thereby preventing recouueisssnce
to the river bank for crossing sites, wes discusseZ in detail. ALl regimental
companders with two steff officers were ordered to assemble ¢t the Division

- Command Post of the 2d MNew Zealand Division, now completing reliei of the 8th
Indien Division, for a coordination and completion oi _Jsng for the river
cross.ng. The Zd New Zeelsnd Division would screen our movement into esssewbliy
areas prior to the crossing.

At Q945 hours, Colonel Chempeny, Mejor hobson, u-é, end izjor Sadlor,
S-2, met Brigedier Genersl Kendai. cubside tne ua New Zeclsnd Division Comusnd
Post for f£fingl instructions prior to meeting witi the New Zeslund Commenders.
The fact that the 8th Army had promiscd to clear the scubh bunk ¢f the irno wss
emphasized by General Kendall, witn instructions thet each Regimenta. Commander
insist that the mission be sccomplished as scon es possible,

Representutives of the 85th, 88th end 9ist end the 2d Hew Zealend Divis.ons
then assembled gt 1000 hours. Major General Freyberg, Coumanding Gener:.., wd
New Zeeland Divieion, welcomed wil, expressing greet pride snd setisicction in
being able to work with the Americen Divisions which hed accomrdizhed so iuch
in Itely. Each of his Brigediers then briefliy pointed out the tacticelr dis~
positions of (their respective Brigades, giving eil informeticn known ci enemy
dispositicns] The Division Inteliigence Ofiicer reveaied that the Z6th Pinzer
and the 29th [Panger (renadier Dlvlslons were occupying the proguscd zonc of
action of our II Corps.-

Brigadier Gemersl Kendall, reprcsenting our Division Commander, expresssd
- gincere desire that the Germeans be cleared from the scubth bunk of the river in’
our sector, in order thet the necessery recomnaissence for crosging sites be
made. With the Germans occupying strony points aiong the raiirced itraci ircn




w B Awﬁxuj’vhﬂzfzsji
- ;'ayhg,;)__mmoaze. l

S W)y Bl

.~ 1000 meters to 2500 meters south of the river cuch recomnaissunces were an
= 1mpossibi¢1ty.

! Genera; Freyberg in cloging the crnferrrce, promised that this miseion
would be accomplished withcut further delzsy end adjocurned the meeting siter
directing thet cur regimental comuwanders confer with the Brigsdiers occupying
their proposell zones of ection in order to discuss rcutes, atteck positiins,
crossing sites, engineer reccnpgissances, routes snd mivement to assembly
areas, and plens for thinning out und izter relieving New Zelend trcops.

In cunference with Briged.er Plecesents, Couzmender 5ti: Hew Zealiond
Brigade and his Brigade Major, Kezjor Judd, such ol bLhese points es couls be
intelligently discussed with availsble inf'ormebiin, wewve coordinsted. Plens
for snother meeting at 1030 hours the next day, 9 fugust 1Y44, were nmude since
the 5th Brigade plemned extensive potroliiing during the nights ol 8/9 hugust
‘to deternmine exact enemy strenmgth and dispositions south of the river,

At 0940 hours, this date, Lieutenent Col.nel Frailiin P, hilicr,
Commending Officer, 91lith Field Artiliery Battelion, visited tho comuena post
with the information that his bettelion wee now in receipt of six new toved
3" guns, a veiuable edditicn to the fire power ol hiles orgenic 12 105mu howitzers.
At 130C hours, finel coordination in assigmment of Arnc assembly sreas were
completediwith assignments to Cagtein Nelscn, Cowmanding Officer, Compeny C,
7€0th Tank Battaiion &nd Captain Chandler, Commending Officer, Coupeny C,
804th Tank Battaiion (Combat Teem attechmentis).

N At 13C0 hours, 9 August 1944, lst Li. Gillen deperted ior the
Headqusrters of the 5th New Zesland Brigade tc act as lisiseon ofiicer with thet
orgenization,| The Sth New Zeaisnd Brigade now occupied the zone assigned
this regiment| for the execution of a crossing of the Arno River. Since the
Germans hed npt yet been driven nurth of the Arno, it was particuiazrly importent

: that this regiment be kept informed of the progress of the New Zealanders

in sccomplishing this mission in order thet our reconnaissance parties could

reach the banki of the Arno for reconnaissaence of crossing sites.

During the dey, the Regimental Commander, Uolcnel Chamipeny, end
Regimental S-2, llajor Sadler, visited the scens of the battie of Laiatico,
(terminated 13 Jyly 1944--—greatest victory of the regiment). German defensive
positions were examined end found to be much more extensively prepared then
was ever anticipated--German sutomatic weapons emplacements wers well couou-
ficged, had extensive cbservation and fields of fire--some cuntaining overheed
cover for gunners. The number of such emplacements was a.palling, The victory
of the Battle of Leiatico gained megnitude when one examined the extengively
prepered German positicns and their observetion upon our movements a5 weli
as the great guantities of abandoned German equipment and materiel.

At 1030 hours 10 lugust 1944, notification was received that our
movement to an assembly awrea south of the Arno, scheduled to begin 11 iugust
hed been delayed one additionsl dey ailowing more time to complete f'inei pre-
parations for the river crossing operation.
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Upon study of merial qhotoar#ﬂbs nf the zone assirmed to tne reg ment
for the river rrocsing, the hanike of the 0rno =ere seen f0 be cteen FTONIN
to renuire » climbing aid. Consecvently, the »1l5th ¥mpr ¥n develoned rnwprr1
meeng of negotieting steen honre fo fﬂn111tnto cré evnedite the movement i
troons, These ﬂevelovmevts wrpe disnlayed for the Rerimental Comoender o
gelect those cousidered desirahle, Tnelnded in tire dipnler wae o 'motterd
rape with a gracoling hook. sttached to ore end, rose iedders, n steel lrdder,
end a collapsible wooden jedder, After c= sreini etndy, it v Aecinen bhot
the rone with: ut the gran-ling 20 k wor.d ne nﬂ*=°1"ﬁtnrv Tor enr tien,  The
other aide were troo hulfy for 1se of ool movine Jni:nt1y arcanlt treone,

On Lt tuguet 1944,the rariment woe nakified thret fhe maverent inta
the sssembly ares couth of the Arno wressrstrory fio vYoreinc - rraceine. g

been rcsnoned innerinitelir. Thie ardey bwd coue Ivam Hendenerdiare o S-A
trvdiens of Thelw,

&5 14D fhours, &t Gil-en, waisicn ofTicer ~ith the 5tbh Wer peeiend
Hvavﬂue rescriec to the Coma=ng Post, i th intermstion fhail Ghe few Lenl g eve
hed "U."‘!‘G‘(] rorwen 1}1'31'!17 the n- ﬂ'h'l'.. el in‘;h"'iﬁu c-m'l nncitphe At L T rocdetanm.
and echanlishes ‘outnest nesr the corth riwer brnie, Wam receint oI thoe in-
formation, the 3ré Bn &2, oré Bn YRanger ”aﬂtoon" lesder, ond v n ocom v
evecutive cfiicere were disneticher vith i fi.ien to the vird WZ B (hih w7 Tde)
to make reconnairsences slone the scuth ben ol the irno, erore the piver iT
s‘-_.oge_q'j‘b]_g, anﬁ ?in,?.r; ?ng:-!jb}'p ﬂi“o_e-c'i'pf‘ efiee, The New %esicncars vn-ds SO e
nene=TeYyY ‘f_?-!‘f‘tﬂ’:!t'.i.f:'\n for these ci'tinere 4 ceccnre thet nene were oscdnreds .

2t 14, hours 2 Mgy, =L ofvicere attenfded ~n dudisectine rrniereues

and demonstration on "h oby irene! siven har Onad Sidet o, 0N M NON, H414hEh

mor B, Prior to the it‘\.‘“t?‘l"'t'l,n“ cariof, the sreanhly cvas e inhe wel !
hoobvatrn red ty men i €p;, "ON, I LAt Tnere =ifh h1”=+1r’ esne,  hooe veeptl,

‘ne the of icerr hesrn o taie thedr ceste rutdite » cdir wan Awertes,  ffer

seversl of the prng Fed heen exnlofed, it mre with ~vert @il dovity that Ceot
2idell was 2ble o convince the officers thot the nren ~ng alesr fov ¢ candimie-
tirn of the esnlererece,

nn 17 fagact, the regirent wos notificd o »acall sl reconnrics:nee
aartic: fron the frmo river, This wee denne “ihh weluet-nes A e cart due B

&
the Pr-'!'l' “""I_!f "‘}'\t\ r101 'i"‘ ']_n ﬂ'pjvﬁ bl +iy firPmene savaes +.‘|f" riwor e F AverS eae

& the rvar11ﬂ9 tn te incomaletr, Heior David U, Sedler, €0,
in the dey 4n chesls the wr*“vﬂ—« A Ehp rennnned cecnane fnd
T to cross the river, wae avdiered =4 1700 hoore +n remeehia
3

the narties s~nd return to ¥he ammend anet ot HMantd cneen,

“hile en pafrol on the conth henl: oi' the frpe, & Flfred Truhanheah,
aveontive Q}"‘fif‘f”‘ ni Mo IIT ll, c-+¢='n we o oo ahn Pivae M T anite 1 tise Tant
thet he waa svasunted q'l' onep h‘t? '-IPN' Zerlnnf rmafdinal ﬁ‘l\?gﬁh"!;::.l- Tt afient af
the mine was =0 great thst 'he loct hiec 14fe, - i

tn 1& 5quﬂt, verosl warning ordere cere ifcouen b Brie Coner:l Zand-ii
that the ?‘e!-:"..""ﬁ'n"' 28 arenares fo move gurine fhe n ~hi, Gin revicnel weaomind fera

pof pomitions ~outhweet of Prmnid. Powewsw, freining wenld acntinue ~e enherayl-
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ed since the order at this time was cuwite irdefinite.. Durlng the aft°rnnn”
. the tengion was relieved when folonel WcRridc, Ghief of Stzff, celled to in-
~" .form the Regimental Commender thet this movement hrd bhern p09pnned epvers],
da;V’F .

Training continued as directed by Training Msmiel 19, Headcuvoriers
. B8th Division with ewphesie on mountain training emvleying mules, TFreh

. commmication secticn received nracticsl training in dreciving and nicicing
up messages with artiliery lsision nlanee, During the dav, Molonel Cham-eny
and Major Sadler sgain vigited the battlefield of ieistico for = further

. gtudy of that action. The Counter-intelligence Corns detcchrent att: cherd
to the Division G-2 geve lectures during the doy to, ali menbers of the rasirent,
erplaining the funections .of the Covnter-irtelligence forns snd ite relation
to our combat operations in Ttaly,

2t 0800 hours 18 bugust 1944, Lieutenant folonel '»lter B, Yearer
renorted to the Regimental Commander ss the rew Executive nff:cer rentacing
Lieubenant Colonel Jemes H, Dreke on rotation. Tieuntensnt folonel Yesmer is
no gtrenger to this regiment 25 he conrended our Ard Rette=lion from the tipme
of ite activation vntil just nrior to ovr densriure oversess. Wig waet recent.
duty was commander of the 5rd Rattalion, 349th Tnfontry, wheve he nnd hie
battalion made an excellent battle racord,

The following directive was received from n-3: the 35let Tnfantry
would l-remsin fin vresgent. locetion in 5th lrmy Feserve, 2-maintein direct
laision with IV| Corps, and 3-prenere to remel ~ny enemyr offencive actinn in
IV Corps sectorf—plans for such action to he nrenared in coordinstion with

o/ IV Corns. ~ '

Major Hobgon, S-~5, and Lt Thomes, Teicion Offiser, densrted for the
- IV Corpe Command Post where nlang for the regiment under this new directive
were discussed with the IV Corps G-3, Pnlnnel Harrieon, Thres noccible
locations of enemy thruste were designetec by Crlonel Harrisen as nlaces
upon which counter—ettack nlang would be boged, Tt Thomee remsiner sf the
Corpe Commend Post for direct lzision with this reg:mﬁ-nf

On 17 fugust ;944, all men of the regiment. enthusiastical iy receiver
a press relesse to newspavers at home giwving the Ttelisn botiie histery of
the 551zt Infentry-—the first regiment in Ttely to receive such = Sdirtinetion,

. "The 351st Infantry Regiment," the releace rend, Menrmended by Colonel Argmir
&, Chamveny, of Wellington, Kansas, irs one of fenernl Clarkts Fifth Ariny und te
that played a major nert in the recent offensive which drove the Cermsns fronm
the CGarigliano to the Arno River, it was revezled todey,

Part of the 88th Infantry Division, the first relective cervice infentry
division to come overgeas in World VWar II, the 55lst was the first element of
thet . division to enter tombat. Its 2d Battalion wog initially cormitted in

_the Cessino arep during the latter part of Februery., Farly in Merch, the entire
regiment went into line in the Minturnmo-Tufo sector. . Tts most recent section
wae the eapture| of Sen Romann and sdjscent high sround gouth af the frno,

! battles which eycept for a brief rest neriod eculminsted almost econtimicus

- -maxeching or combat from the Gsriglisno,
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From March until 1: Way, the 551eth COnﬂucth eoyrac41ve ﬁntrolltnc in

“the Mintwrno sector. Tt perticineted in the great Fifth Srwy aesanli of il

May, 2nd three davg later it hsd trken the imn-rtant ohjective of Sonte ppris
Infente, a key enemy bestirn.

Swinging west from thet noint, the veginent rejzen dount Ta Civite the
following morning in an overlsand movement =o s=ift thst 2n entire Gerasn
mountain artillery battery and mile trein were cantured, The miles were
utilized by the 35lst in ecarrying sunnlies in the subsegnent acticn whiah
found the regiment overatins in some of the moet rugred derrain in Wifth
srmyis sector.

Fighting through mountaine, the 35lct ne narit of the foth Niviecj-n ent

the Itri-Pico toad, a vital enemy iateral lin., snd later seized the town

of Itri after & brisk fight, Continuing 2r nzri of the Fifth srmyle advance
over the mounteing, the regiment next seizec Hount Pascisneno, Tt now hod
ite first resti-three daye =e Corns recerve,

It then relieved a regiment of an adiacent divisicn, and elesnec out
netrols and pockefs of resistance which were hear: -sing the left flank of
Fifth'Army's Frenoh forces in the Sezme ares,

This was followed by s motor movement to liettunn where the regi=ent
wag held in Army reserve, Incidentzliy, this waes the unitts {iret motor
movement since the start of the offeensive., Tte fighting had been in rugred
terrzin, tynical mountain werfare, with the inf=ptry merching on foot ~17%
the way,

The stay et Wettuno was brief, merely n metter of houre, »nd the %51ct
reliéeved another infentry regiment, and with other unite, was civen the
mission of cutting Highway 6 east of fiollons, Tt sccomnlished this with the
seme digpatch that hed charscterized all of its actirn, end hesded wert for
Rome. Passing through Rome, the 88th Division with the 35ist in the lead
continued its morthward advance, ond on 5 June, the regiment severed an im-
portan. enemy lateral road some fifteen wiles nerth of the Eternel fity., The
2d end 3d battalions were then atteched to two task forces,

The 35lst Infantry Regiment went into s re«t nres south of Rame aheut
the middie of June, end early in July wos ineoected hw Secretarr of Var
Henry I, Stimson during his vigit to Rifth trrew,

Returning vo combat in the Monteeatini eector on 7 Inly, the 551let
took up its efficient defeat ond murpuit of the enemy, Tt won o eingular
victory at Laigtico on 15 July. Here, in n well executed night attack, the
reginent wrested the key defensive vosition -from the enemy, ecanturing 400
prisoners in the orocess,

From there, the regiment ee wart of the diviegion fought itc weyr north,
pvarticipating in the capturing of ionteeehio, On 16 Jnix, 3+ £ook Montefacanls
end the following dsy, Partino fell, (ne sfter snother., villares and terrsin
features in the 35lst's cector were taken. The cantire of Sen Remopn an
25 July, after bitter street €8 “hovse~to~houge Pivnfinn hourht the recient
along with other Fifth-Army troons, to the south hank of the ﬁrno Piver,

In addition to being the diwicionte firet regiment, to enter covhat,
the 38lst was it firet reginent to arrive overceas, the first to srrive in
Ttaly, the first to have a DSC swarded, and the firast to receive g hoattle-

2

field promotion,
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Colonel Chamnen:’, the resimentis qaﬂrpe"Jve O e T
gredusted from'Wiashburn Fol:o#e Yonekn, Ksnsns. He merved oversesr in ?hﬂ
fir 't World War, during wh:oh he wee avardes the F1efﬁnﬂu1ehpﬂ Sepviece froee,
iegion of Honor and Croix de Cuerr:,

-hg 8 result of his cvtetandine service in the vwercent cammaien, he
has been ewardes a cluster to the Dictinguiched Cervice frocs; Tesion of
Herit, Croix de Guerre, and has receiverd the Purnie ¥eart and twa elnustere,

He joineu the 35Lst Tnfsniry Refiment =t Ppmn fruber, Nklshoms, on
25 JbJV 1942, TFxectiy two ;ears later ine resiment esptures Som Pomsno,

Colonel Champenyle foreign serwrice ineluded n tour of duty in Chins
where he served under Cenersl Stilmell. He aleo served in Howeij rne reciechsnh

- deouty chief of stafi to TLieutensnt fenercsl Nelos (!, Tmrmme, coameendine the

Hawaiian Depertmen®. Colonel Chemneny wes =t Schafdeld Parvacier when +he
Jenanese bombed Pesrl Hsrbor,M

Nn the 24th of fvgust 1944, hecrmece of fhe mnfortunnte iliness of
Hajor Generzl Sloan, Brigadier Ceners) <endesil, desictant Niwiecion Memcorpa. 7,
agsumec comrand of the 88th Nivision, The loce nf feners] Slosn wee rea
oretied by 2ii. He had heen the Nivieion fommepder sinee the retivetion
of the 88th Division ot Camp Gruver, July 15, 1842, =né his hriodsnt -nd
enthusiastic ldzderchin contributed grertiv +o the hich standerd of effiriency
end to the mony snccessed of fhis division,

“nvinr Brlgadler Generzl Fendsll qs tqn new Nivieion Comsienier wag
welcomed by all ofiicers and men of this regiment; for he had mnined the
reputstion of being e "fichting, front Line fenerrl®, Tn the mast ~erione
eituations, Genersl Xendell alwovs amwenred in the frent vine epd wre o
ereal, source of encoursgement fo 211,

M 25 Miguet 1944, a new training memop-sndum frem Ddviejion desdausphere
wees received, liew t?ﬁiﬂ*n" hours ware enecified——rornine troinine from u?aﬂ-
1130, =nd afternoecn tralhlng LABO=1650) “onwer, ﬂnbﬂrvrﬁnh ntnietine prnic
be scheduied '?.'.'."LR lzet tvwo hours of the Ao, "Mhean rn}anﬁvlpr'; cihvieliee weqiin
be fully organized snd womid ~rovide for neriiciosrdion off @il ereommel awe i
=hie,

During tne week beginmning 28 turnieh, esch Tnfantyesr hrthoiion wratid rana
dunt = hatdalion mountain ecombat tesm ﬁrnhlr~ nf 24 hovre Apotion, L ens lar
during the cowrse of the aroblem wouid he hv umier rrd week horyrd, Tn theee
nrohlem, battslion romnqnderc would evaeriwent on ﬂrﬂ—ni"r+1rn A Nedreepe

-1ined" hattelion mountein combet teams miving aoneider:tion to whaf mereapne

and erudipment conid be gnercd in mountein anerats one in ovder to redpre e o Ly
nroblems,

ﬁn 27 _L‘Jgust 1.9".-‘.1, the re§5.=-mn1'. 'l'-(",’;’(!thﬁ:'!‘ =rith the ntb rhes Tizs i don Poeie
ie Co scgemblled on the 1ot Rettnlion hol: werk for » retrest nar<de—-tihe
firet =inece srrival Oveiﬁﬂ"“ The 24. ﬁ1nﬂﬂ |nnnnn=p hona of hh; &8¢t Jo A -
ape regwnent provided qu”i" Tor the ocessirn, Pr1ﬂ~9=Pr Poﬁm?a? Vﬂnﬁ'11 )
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“siclmess of Major Genar1l Sloan wes the rrincincl smest, Ceneral Kendsll

stated thot the smartness, snan, snd nrecision of our soidiers wes exe:lilent,
He was esnecially pleaged with the enthugicem snd fine militery sn-ecr-nce
of the Ttelien Pack Mule Company.

2t 1400 hours 26 Auguet, Colonel Chamneny anc Hejor Hobson etdended
a meeting at Division Headquarters with the mew Diwision Cfommender, Rrigadiom
Ceneral Kendall., The new tssistsant Divigion Comrsnder, PBrigadier fanrrs]
Ramey, was introduced to all oresent. In h¥z onening remarks, Genersl Kendall

. ghated that it wee his sim to meintain the stnndsrds and reoutaticn of +he

88th Infantry Divigion. Imorovement in saluting, d1nr1n11ne, enf wearing

of the uniform were stresced. Particular atsention wonld be siven te anti-
malaria conirol as nive new mslsris cerger within the division hsd heen re-
ported. Referring to 2 man, General Xendall exnlnined briefly the IT Corns
Rolonia Plen of attaek in which the 91lst Division and the %4th Nivision on the
left would atteck with a line of derarture aeroes the ‘rno river esst cf
Florenee. The 88th Division would follow the 9lst Tiwision in the ati-elc ond
he nrepared to pass through snd continue the attsek, 7T Corvs hed been nlsoced
on ¢ 96 hour alert by Hesdouarters Allied Armies of Ttaly, #Hajor Genersl
ieyes, I] forps Commander, had stated thet the watchwords for the coming
offensive wouid be speed, aperessiveness, maneuver, and smooth nasesge of
lines, No @tronwnoints would be sttacked frontslly bnt =euld be #1anirad or
by-nasged,

Genersl Xendall concluded his meeting with » werning to all thed
Florence was "off limits" excent to those holding nacres icennd by TIT Cor e
Provogt Marshal. If and when the Division neseed throvgh Wlorﬁnce, no eomrand
post or installaticng of eny sort covid be eetablished therein,

On 30 fuguet 1944, Brigedier General Reme)y, édsgistent Divieion TDommander,
spent the day with the Regiment, visiting »ll battrlions fc ingmect trrining, i
Company oroblems and batitle drill were ohrerved in the ind Rattaiion srer,

The lst Battaiion was observed as it devsrted =t 1300 hours for n 2& hovr hot-
telion oroblem being conducted over mountainous terrsin between our ~resent locr-
tion and ¥t Nero. This problem was written so thet contact with the enemy oud
post line would be made one hour before darkness with » continuntion of the
attack no earlier than one hour before deylight, Resuorly of troons wounld be
entirely by mule, Radio silence would be meintained and wire would be esrried

. by mule, Between 1700 snd 1800 an srtilliery leision plane would drem snd niek

up messages from the battalion. The enemv detail consistes of Co MM Hi.hh
Fngrs, who would use blank emmunition snd erpiozive charzes evtensively fo
enhznee the taeticnl realism of the nroblem,

2% 1900 hours thie date, Tt Thomas, Laicion Afficer with IV Corne, re-
ported to the Command Bost with Field Order #£B, Wendouarters TV forne, Iinder
thie order IV Corns wouvld follow up =n enemy withdrawni st any time after » T7T
Corps attack, erogs the Arno river, centure Pisn, secure forns “heee iine yun-
ning generally emstwerd through Pisa, and oratect the lef't fisnk of the &S+n

Army. D Dey and H Hour would be smnounced 24 hours in ndvance,
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At this time, from the United States, was received a co;:r 0T & p+roBs TBICoeT
written by Eve Curie, daughter of the prominent Irench scientist, Haduwe Curie,
~— who hed visited our combaet command post during the July offensive, /lthough this
article was delayed in reaching the regiment, it was received with interest end
enthusiasm, V"I em back from e visit to our fmericen neighbors of the 88th Divicion,!
Lieutenant Curie of the Volontuires Francaises wirote, "which hes been fighting for
so meny weeks on the left flank of the French Corgs. Frow French Heedgucrters to
the Mmerican sector, the distance is not greet. I'or some reason, hcwever, one
seldom tekes those latersl trips behind lines, unless cne has o liaiscn wission to
perform. Going to en Allied division's territory, to the right or to the lcf't, is
like travelling to a foreigh land,®

"e reached the command post of the regiment instailed z few nours before, enc
for a few hours previous to that in a haif-demolished house, Uith the colonel cnd
the younger members of his staff, was liejor General John I, Slcen himself, A
short, wiry divisional commender whose sunburnt face end light, amazingly keen ¢
impedistely sug dynamic action., e stood om the balcony of this excellent
servation post."

"He looked through field glasses st the vilieges of Pertino and Palaie on a
hill facing us. They were only recentiy in fmericen hands. Groups of enemy snipers
gtill infested the slopes that were being cleaned uy by one of the battalions., I
stood thefe motionless with the two French correspondents whow T had brought with
me on this trip., Having finlshed #hat he had to do, the general took oif his hel-
met ond his glesses, Heentiuse, somebody had told him my name.

"At once he greeted me charmingly in his guick, snimated mznner. 'Heilo, wel-
come to you-—I am glad to see you here. o you French ceme to visit the old 88th?
"You know, we like to think of ourselves as "Americon Gowis" ——beczuse of the his-
toricsl merch of ours, across mounteins in the first days of the Muay offensive.

“— People scid we couldn't meie it. Ve did,! Before leaving the room, he added:
»1G0 and see my regimentel commenders. They ere the finest officers I know. Telk
to them. Ack them whet they think of the French. No, you cannot get to the bat-
‘tallion positions<«not by deylight, at luast. The going is herd, the Germens are
" pubtirig up a stiff resistance. Come dine with me et headquarters after you wre
through,' "

 "¥ithout tesing off the thick coat of dust thal covered our {snces, which

whitened our heir and eyelids, we hsd a guick lunch with Colenel frthur S. Champeny
of Tellington, Ksnsas, who commends a regiment, £ veteran of the last war, he
won the Legion Honor in France on the Vosges battlefields. This strong, cuiet
man hes been with his division since it was resctivated July 15, 1ludz.n

ny few more miles on the rosd end we stopped al & house in another Itelian

~ willege. In a dilgpideted room, the command post of the regimemt, five men in
tired uniforms, lcarry on a quiet, attentive ccnversstion., One of them who bends
over a map is Lieutenant Colonel Jospeh B, Crawford, the youngest colopel of this
division. He is entirely concentrated on his task. He looks iikc & studept. Bub
bs-is alse s gtrong fellow who can march twenty miles without being tired, work
nights, end go without food.  Before coming to this division, he got the Distin-
guished Servme Gross fnom President nooaevelt for nis acnievementc inthe Tunisian
campe.ign. ; % =

"His regiment is the one which protected the left flenk of the French Jorps
from Me;r 21 to Hay" 29 during the difficult progression seross Licunte fusoni =nd
Lepini.” In the boldly edvenced positions, they zed to win together or fuil to-
gethsr, Tiey won."

"We have learnad meny things from the French, " he said. "For instence, we
learned to use srtillery power en messe; ziso how to progress in very rcugh country
and to fight elweys on the heights." There is not much time, however, for con-
versation. There is fighting to be done this dzy. The coicnel calls one of his
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i~/ bettalion commgnders on his field telephone zs we ulip oub.®’

"Our jeep covers opme more mile. IHow we ure with cnother regiwent, one tuct
fought slongside the French pt the start of the Geriglicnc offensive. The re-
ception we receive gb this commend post gives me in ideu of vhet my two French
friends and myself must-look like under cur crust of dust. is we enter the
house, ore-thinrd of which wes cnnihiloted e few hours =go by & sheil thet killied
one off'icer end wounded three enlisted mcn, somebody looks ot us with interest
end seys: 'ire thése the three Germen prisoners?’,

, "When we say 'Not!, we feel there is & genuine dissppointment among thece
tmericens who were eagerly awalting freshly captured prisoners of war to colleet
velueble information. They had expected «nemies ¢nd we were oniy friends,"”

tColcnel George C. Fry, whe was out on recomnaisgance, then entered thc
command post. He talked with uws swhile, si.;ing cofiee snd munching green ;runes.
/e heard of Honte Calvo where the buttelions werc atbacked on the fleniks, where
retions, medicel supplies, smuunition, had tc be dropped by parschmtes; the
colonel -gave us figures of casualties—hecvy ones——end told us of the awazing
width of fronts that at.times thie regiment hed to hold by itself."

i ind he’'spoke of the Fremch in direct words indeed.! " 'hy do I luke Lignbirg
with the Frenchn? I wiil tell you. Becsuse they are siweys thnere. When I om
told tney will advance up to such znd euch & line, on my right, I just koow they
wiil get to that line at the assigned time. I don't heve Yo werry for my own
doughboys, There is nobody I would rether fignt with, thun your people.t! _

"It just sp happens that I spent the lzst few days with Moreccen troops and

with Tebors' Horaccan Goums--with the wvery officers and men who fought ciongside
General ‘Slosn'l 88th. It can be seid in complete truth that the prouigicus m:rch
of the-88th from Gsriglisno to Rome to Volbterra, is scmething whicihr has filieu i -
with respect, everybody in the French Ixpeditionsry Corps. (ur lisison oriicurs
with the 83th keep on mentioning the fmericen outfit as "their division®,n

This menth spent in the hiils of Tusceny, scuth of Fiorence, w:s of
great velue to the men of the regiment. The ofilicers and men were rected, morsie
was excellent, and the "fighting spirit of the $5lst Infentry® had returned to
the battle weery veterans and was instilled in the nev replacements. The training
progrem wes extensive and velngble. The 5blst Infuntry was reedy and erciicus
to join the-offensive to emnihilate the Germun prmies of Italy.

{ 7 Colonel, 554st Infantry
; Commanding.

o
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FOR THE_MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1944,

e Dl R earls' S’e,ptenbar tra: and rehabilltat:.on continued uninterrupted;
;-_an& the Wamw recrestion was effective and enjoyable to ell ranks, HNany
ofﬂcm'iahd men #ﬂ.sited Rome since the regiment arrived in this srea. The
'-_mbraln-;rﬁﬁ"high, “The-regiment had an ample period in which to lick its wounds.

' ‘again we-are refreshed and battle ready. There is discernable an attitude
'3 of aeii‘—co‘nfidenca' ﬁe cen meet &nd defeat the enemy——on our ovn terms.

5 have been indicating a resumption of large scale offensive

Ithe' near future and reversion from Army to Divisional control
y:1944. predicts our participation. Upon the receipt of a Division
lat 1242 hours 6 Saptember 1944, the Operations Section prepared

i o8 :Eomrd area in the vicinity of GALLUZZO, several miles
_suut&eaat QE'I-I:E.ORENGE. Heavy rains delayed the movement which was not completed
; ""fr.B Sep‘bember 1944, Seversl days were spent mrranging <¢emp in the

Onr hivouac in the Florentine Hills overlooking the art-fumed city of (ON}
L FLORENGE in the ARNO VALLEY was indeed delightful. C ool breezes and the shade
. “of pine ang’ olive treas mede the days more pleesant, However, the countryside
"‘-";-'.:-hadl not e‘ﬂ:apeﬂ “the path of batile, and there are many evidences of the fighting
S : *’ﬁh@f-]iber&tion of FLORENCE. Many villass are scarred and partially
Here snd there German and British gruves could be

Gk .i‘mand mt- {'Ehe vj‘.neyard.s.

B Salerno Da;r, 2 Septembar 1944, was honored with a regimental fobmation
, :.-'at 1730 hours,: “The Army Commender's Order of the Day, (7 September 1944)
;:b:::l.efly t-raei‘ng the ‘valorous operations of the 5th Army Troops including the
" SaXerno Landing, mples, Crossing of the Volturno, Anzio, and Rome wes read to
ST tha wsembied ‘regiment. Ab this time, a Yistinguished Service C reoss Decoration
5 o First .%rgeant Paul N Eddy of Conpany "F", 551lst Iniantry The

Fo-(158) 2N

-cimsioh, c i ?.“f
_&nd men” re isra'ting 'bhe bra.ve achievements for which we are justly entitled to be
“proud- a.txd which aﬁl"apnr us on to greater victories.

UTing which the operations of the American II Corps in its
t¢ 'Ehg .north were discussed in detail, The 1, 2, 3, and 4
gﬁ qmu"bors presented their respective elements of

MM,




. : Tt toige 1 o AU"'IN:f NMY73S0p
: | f By WD) NARA Daiew

~ information, In addition to the II'C orps plan, the Dutchess Plan or Exploitation
Plan, was-discussed. The Italian order of battle was revesled to be: from right
to left, British, 8th Army, American II Corps, and American IV C orps. Within the
II C orps sector) from right to left were the 85th, 9lst, and 34th Divisions., The
- 88th Division was initially placed in Corps reserve. The two misslons of the II
Corps were e ized:

. nl) Move boidly and rapidly with multiple columns across the APPENINES, capture
BOLOGNA and MODENA, end secure crossings over the PO RIVER in the vicinity of -
S ERMIDE and.0S TIGLIA. ,

2) Be prepared for further operations in the PO VALLEY to capture VERUNA,
BRESCIA, CREMONA, and MILANO,"

The 88th Division had the mission (FO #8, dated 7 “eptember 1944):
n1) Initially in Corps Reserve in sssembly area prepared to move on six hours
notice.
2) Displaces forward .on short notice prepa.red to pass through an assault
division with troops eapecially equipped for mountain operaztions to continue advance
witn maximum speed,"

The terrain to the north, within the C orps sector, is traversed by the
APPENINE MUUNTAINS, a range rumning northwest and southeast between the valleys of
the PO and ARKO RIVERS, whose courses are generally parallel, with the PO emptying
into the ADRIATIC and the ARNO flowing west into the TYRRHENIAN, The city of
FLORENCE is on the ARNO, and BOLOGNA, situsted in the southern foothills of the
PO VALLEY, is some eighty airline kilometers to the north, Highways to the north
are few, No 65 being the best and most direct route from FLORENCE to BOLOGHA. A
. Beareity of la highways add to the problems of supply. The watershed crest
of the APPENINES|runs northwest and southeast and cuts Higlwey 65 approximately
half the distance from FLORENCE to BOLOGKA., At This point, knovwn as tie FUTA PASS,
is located the central anchor of the GOTEIC or PISA-RIMINI LINE,

Training in the resexyve position south of FLORENCE was in accordance witn
Training Memo #22, Headquerters 88th Infantry Division, dated 7 September 1944,
Training of the individual soldier was stressed and a high standard of physicel
_conditioning maintained by daily cross country marches., A night problem was held
on the night of 15 September 1944, devoting periods of several hours duretion to

individual, squad, platoen, and company night trzining.

Fierce and furious assaults by the II Corps finslly secured z route through
the main GOTEIC LINE positioms coincident with the seizure of tie commanding festures
MOUNT ALTUZZO aend MOUNT FRENA, the latter having been taken 20 *ejtember 1944,
Elements of the 85th D ivision reached the town of FIRENZUOLA, Seversl days prior
to these gains, the 88th,Division began moving north to assembly areas., The 350th
RCT moved to SAN PIERO on 16 September 1944 and was temporarliy placed under 85th
Division control. The 349th RC T was also alerted and moved to an assembly area
north of the SIEVE RIVER., At the time & new plan of cttack employing the Z56th
and 349th regiments under 88th Division control to attack through elements of the
85th Division from the line MONTECELLI-ALTUZZO was received from II Corps. This
attack wes to jump off early 19 September 1944, However, an improvement in the
orogress of the 85th Division deleyed the plen. : .
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The 351t Infantry moved to an area in the vicinity of SCARPERIA on the 20th
of ‘September 1944 and on the following day, a reconnaissance party under Lt. Col.
Walter B. Yeager, Regimental Executive Officer, went forward to select forward
assembly areas in the vicinity of MQUNT FRENA, located three kilometers southeast
of the town of FIRENZUOLA, In the meantime, the 350th Infantry was passing through
the 337th Infantry, two kilometers to the east to continue the advance northeast
end the 349th Infantry was in movement to the left adjacent zone. By the 22d
September. 1944, the 35lst Infantry had moved again and was on the reverse slopes
of HOUNT FRENA, ‘

Appropos at this time would be a brief description of the.terrain in this
part of Italy and the ground that must be traversed in the 88th Division zone of
action. Forty~two airline kilometers north of FIRENZUOLA is BOLOGNA, main supply
hub of the Wehrmacht in Italy. Highway 9, running southeast from BOLOGNA, icads
to IMOLA and eventually RIMINI, eastern anchor of the GOTHIC LINE, but now in
the hands of the| British 8th Army. IMOLA is approximately forty-five kilometers
' ZUOLA and is connected with that town by a fairly good, hard~
surfaced highwayl. Commanding heights running northeast on the south of the high~
way are: RONCACCIO, 1044 meters; FAGGIOLA, 1031 meters; CARNEVALE, 71l meters;
MOUNT CAPPELLO, 589 meters; BATTAGLIA, 715 meters. North of the highway are;
COLORETTA, 970 meters; IL SASSO, 856 meters; PRATOLUNGO, 802 meters; and PUNTA
DELLE ARE, 662 meters. The sizeable towns elong the FIRENZUOLA-IMOLA Highway
are GASTEL DEL RIO, FONTANELICE, and TOSSIGNANO, the latter being fourteen
kilometers from EMOLA. From TOSSIGNANO to IMOLA the country prepares itself to
medt. the PO VALLEY. The mountains diminish and the small valleys broaden out;
until, arriving at IMOLA, the terrain is part of the vast flet flcor of the PO

. VALLEY. The mountains through which the regiment must operate are abruptly

~ riging and precipituous, crossed only by a few tortuous mule trails. In many
places the canyons are vertically walled and insurmountable. Circuitcus routes

- afford the only means of advance. For this reason, the terrain lends itself

heavily in favor of the defender. Many of these barriers need not be occupied
by the enemy. Conseguently, only the approaches require defensive organization.
These positions are correctly labeled strongpoints and have a large proportion
of emplaced automatic weepons. Flanking the approaches, well concealed snipers
hinder and harasg advamecing colums, frequently reguiring deéployment and the
resultant slowing down of our assaults on main positions. Precise registration
by morters and artillery on these approaches, causes further delay. This is
true mountain fare,

: At 0735 hours, %% September, the 55lst Infantry was ordered to prepare itself
to pass through the 349th Infantry on the Division left, on the night of the £3rd.
The 549th Infsntry was meeting stubborn resistance and receiving a number of
casualties from mertar and artillery fire. With the 550th Infantry, the advance
was slowed down by machine gun and sniper fire. However, the two leading regiments
continued to advance until the necessary wide depioyment of the 549th Infantry
weakened the impetus of its assaults and made imperative the committment of fresh
troops if the advance was to be continued., .This situation found the 351lst Infentry
in the vicinity of CAMAGGIORE some seven miles northeast of FIRENZUULA., The 3d
battalion was. on the high ground north of the highway, the 2d battalion was on the
gouth side, and the lst battalion nearer the bottom of the gorge and within five
hundred yards of CAMAGGIORE, where the regimental command post was located.

Further information arrived at 1300 hours directing the regiment to move around
"~ the right, of the 549th Infantry and continue the attack without pause, Later in
. the-afternoon, Colonel Champeny issued his attack order to the battaiion

—— ;,"-% r S YR
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commanders at fo:mard command post. "H" hour was designated as 1800 hours
with the’ 3d bat on on the left, 2d baitalion on the right, and the Lst bettal-
ion following. 'The highway would be the boundary between battalions. _Onc
company from the 1lst battalion would advance generally along the highway. It
was.only a short while aiter the conclusion of this conference that a concentra-
tion of approximetely twenty-five rounds estimated to be medium artillery landed
in the command post area wounding two men and killing lst Lt Bernard ii Moynahan,
3d battalion Intelligence and Recomnslssance Platoon leesder, who was some Lifty
‘yards down the road.

By 1935 haurs both assault battalions had ma.de excellent progress. The
3d battalion had advanced almost 2000 yards meeting lignt artillery fire. The
2d on.the right covered 1500 yards and ran into a machine gun that was quickly
put out of action; however, a short while later, "F" Company bad a sharp encount-
er with four machine gums, which they by-passed. By midunight both battulions
had gained an additional 1000 yards. The 2d battalion contacted elements of the
. “ist batbtalion, 349tn Iafentry while Company "E" captured five Germans, Jiean-

. -while COmpany "C" advancing up the highway had severzl brisk encounters and re-
ceived small axms and self-propelled artillery fire, At O34Ohours, the twelve
man patrol preceeding Company "C" became involved in a scramble near a bridge and
three men were wounded.

: Daylight found botn ba.t'ba.lion.s and "C" Company with substantizl gains.
The 3d had ad ed an additionel 2000 yards and the 2d was 2500 yerds further
ahead, Company!"C" was 1500 yards further up the road,

Progress became increasingly difficult as the day wore on. #griy in the

_afternoon the 3d battalion received a vicious counterattack. On the right. nCr

Company had almost come to a standstill. In addition to determined resistance

the battalions were receiving unusually heavy mortar and artillery bombarcments.

Several self-propelled guns further up the valley were particularly active and

were silenced after heavy counter-battery fire was brougit on them. Two tznks were

sent up to support "C" Company by fire at 1500 hours. The lst battelion still

in reserve, continued to follow the 2d battalion and encountered only artillery

fire with the e xception of one sniper, who shot and killed 24 Lt Charles L

Kennedy of Company "A".

) So bitterly did the Germans fight that the 35lst geined little ground
by nightfdll. The 3d battalion was somewhat disorgunized after the counterattack
it had received earlier and darkness found them reorganizing on the ground they
now held. The 2d battalion was shifting slightly to ground that offered better
cover, Company "C" was ordered to hold, and Company "A" moved out at 2115 hours
to pess through them and attack the village of MORADUCCIO, Several mzcihine guns
in the town wers very difficult to silence, and it was not until early in the
morning that the town was mopped up, The 2d and 3d pattalions resupplied during
the night and were ordered to continue the attack at 0500 hours. '

|
- By 0715 hours the 3d battaiion had advanced slovly, but the bavtalion
(<] er and "K" Company were not definitely located. All of this advunce was
- made under artillery and machine gun fire, During the early morning of s_epft.ember
25th, it was learned that "K" Company had run into heavy cross fire from well
‘emplaced German mechine guns. The extremely heavy fire coupled with the surprise
effect created confusion among 'hhe nen of Comparw K" causing them to become wide-
oo
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1y d:isparsad and disorgenized. Lt. Colonel Charles P. r‘urr, seeing that the
pbattalion column was becoming disorganized, moved up with K Company to rectify

" the situation end it was this devotion to duty that resulted in his untime:y death.
Rather than slow the advance and lose the initiative, he took personal command.
From Private Rickenbacker of Company K, the following information was received.
uColonel Furr was leading., I was the third men in the column. We were moving

- down a small nose., In front of us, & curved ridge extended around both sides of
the nose we were om. Colonel Furr turned left, whiie a platoon of K Company

" continued to move down the nose. I thought the Colonel must want to see if there
was anyone on left flank, A German stuck his head up and threw a grenade at
the Colonel. IY hit the right side of his helmet and exploded at the same time,
The Colonel fell] with a very bad wieund in his right tempie." Meanwhile, Captain
Stanton D. Richart, Company Commander, K Company, who was with the platoon that
had moved down in the draw, received heavy machine gun fire from both flanks and
the front. Many were wounded, including Captain Richart and before the remainder
of the platoon could extricate itself, the Germans launched an assault and cap-—
tured several men, including Captain Richart.

Aoy MM 7350p2 i

The loss of Lt. Col. Charles P, Furr is en irreparable blow to the regiment,
In the eyes of all in the regiment, he not only proved to be the most promising
leader, but also, he achieved a position that won him the genuine respect of all.
He has been with the regiment since its activation on 15 July 1942, at Camp
Gruber, Oklshoma, It can be sald without reservation that in el. things, attention
to duty, loyalty to his men, ‘cheerful acceptence of respons:.bi.l.it:.es s fearless
leadership, he excelled. -

L A% 1050 hoars, Major Harold B, Ayres, now commanding the 5d battalion,
notified regiment that the battalion was being counterattacked. This counterattack
was reported o be of battaiion strength. It was repulsed with determined fight-
_ing and artillery fire by 1355 hours. One platoon of K Company was dislodged; but
all other positions remained tenable. '

Lt. Col. Wialter B. Yeager and Captain Edwin H. Marks, Jr. left the regimental
command post early in the afternoon to join the 5d battalion. jrriving there,
Colonel Yeager assumed command and reorganized the battalion., Colonel Champeny
‘ordered the battalion to rest, resupply and resume the attack at 0600 hours on the
morning ‘of the 26th,’

The 2d battalion making better progress, moved ahead a good 1200 yards during
"the day, and reported "resistance light", Continuvation of the attack was ordered
for 0600 hours the next morning and an objective approximately 1000 yards south-
east of the tomn of CASTEL DEL RI0 was assigned to them, Company C had shoved
well ahead and at 0255 hours was located to the left and approximately 800 yards
beyond the 2d battalion.

- CASTEL DEL RIO was the regimental objective and is worthy of a few remarks,
It was here that the 132d German Infantry, commanded by Major Leitner, had its
commend post located in a castle from which the town derives its name. The present
castle, situated in the north central part oi the town, dates back to the Létn
century and was built by one Cuesar Alidosi, a direct descendant of Cardinal
Alidogi, The castle 'in . the form of a square with four castellated towers at the
corners, rises five stories and the walls between the towers are fitted with
battlements having smell firing slits approximately four inches wide and twelve
 inches high. This castle was selected for taoe regimental command post end the
massiveness of the walls were a welcome sight to the command group when they later
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-mo'.md Aing aspe hlly was the protection afforded e.pnrecia‘tel:.';_""-"": - —

which. 'bhe ‘command post had been located, the day before, received three dn-ec’c.

hits from 105mm, or larger, artillery fire , caving in the roof. Colonel Champeny,
Hajor HobSDn, liajor Sadler, and several liaison officers, narrowly escaped

in;}ury or death. As it was, all were shaken up and a new command post was set

up immediately, 500. yards away.

: . The plan for the capture of CASTEL DEL RIO specified that the 5d battalion
move up along the high ground on the left and assault the town from the west.
Company C would endeavor to enter the town from the south., Prior to 06U hours,
27 September, the time set for the attack, the 3d battalion was 1000 yards south—
west of the towm, Company C was in the southern outskirts, and the 2d battalion
was east and slightly south of the town. At 0700 hours, af'ter moving all during
the n:.ght, the &d battelion succeeded in gettmg one company in the northern part
of town in the wicinity of the castle. The enemy had well-located machine gums,

covering all approaches. Company C was unable to advance in the face of several
machine gwms firing south along the main road. At 0750 hours, the Division
Commanfier, Brigadier General KENDALL, issued the following directive to the

Regimental Commender: "3d battalion will take MOUNT MAGHOLA and continue advance
in Division left sector, left of the road. 2d battalion will take MOUNT GAUSTETO,
continue to MOUNT CAPPELLO and be prepared to continue advance in old sector on
right of road. |This regiment would protect the Division left flank, Nust move
ahead with gll possible speed to clear route for 349th Infantry to cut across our
- rear and teke over our abandoned zone." Suddenly, all organized resistunce in
CASTEL DEL RIO was ligquidated and town captured by 0910 hours; however, for the
remainder of the day, the Germans gave the towm heavy shellings. It might be
- mentioned that Colonel CHAMPENY called for an air mission on CASTEL DEu RIO
., the day before it feli, obteining excellent results which were verified when the
77 commend group entered the town. Major General GEOFFREY KEYES, II Corps Commender,
and. Briga.dier Genersl PAUL W. KENDALL, both sent congra.tulat:.ons to the 551lst
_Infantry- for the captu.re of CASTEL.DEL RIC,

b, Gompany C was moved from the town and at 1500 hours, reached a position app~
roximgtely 1000 yards east of the town, The 1lst battalion moved to zn assembly
srea in this vicinity, while the 2d and %d battalions continued the attack, meet—
ing stiff resistance. ' Second Li. Amos C. Raley, of Company D, was killed when the
1lst battalion received & shelling in their reserve position.

. _The new objectives for the 2d battalion were designated as MOUNT GAUSTEIO and
I . MOUNT CAPPELEQ, Company C would move north, along the road as the 2d and &d
~ “battalions' moved 1o their objectives. By 1515 hours, the company hac secured high
"~ ground 1200 yards northeast of CASTEL DEL RIO, The 3d battalion aggressively seized
MOUNT MAGHOLA at 1430 hours were 1000 yerds northeast of that hill mass.

~ The ‘ba.ttle for MOUNT CAPPELLO ends the history for the month of September 1944,
- It lasted for two days amd turned out to be a very bitter struggle between German
goldiers who ‘would not withdraw and fmerican soldiers who refused to be stopped. The
ba;ronef. was. used; e.nd Captain Frank W, Carmon of the lst Bettalion, personally saw
an unknown Pri*mte of Company A, kill a German with the baycnet on MOUNT CAPPELLO,

.

S RE-
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. MOUNT CAPPELLO is 3000 yards east-north-east of CASTiL DEL RI0, The Italian
__word "cappello" means bat, Between the town and this feature, there are itwo ridge
linas running northwest. The second ridge line from the town ip the higher of the
two. OCAPPEGLO itself, is almost a ridge line runm.ng north end south and siightiy
to the east at the northern extremity. There is a siight saddle efiect and the
Germans sét up a [Line consisting of about twenty-five riﬂemen and ten or twelve
'ms,chine guns justl below this saddle,

The lst battalion was ordered to occupy MCOUNT GAUSIETO while the 2d battalion

attacked MOUNT CAPPELLO, The attack was launched at 0645 hours, September 29th.

Lt, Col. YEAGER was dispatched to the 2d bgttalion to assist the battelion commander.
By 1335 hours, the 2d battalion reached a draw 800 yards southwest of CAPPELLO.

At 1340 hours, the Division Commander sent the following message: "Exert all

effort with White. CAPPELLO must be teaken. Red probably csnnot be used." In the
meentime, Lt. Colonel YEAGER had joined the 2d battalion and at 1417 hours made the
following report: "Making steady progress—do not think I'Ll need the other familiy.®
However, at 1545 hourg, the fight had become so fierce that one compuny from the

1lst battalion was requested to assist the 2d battalion. As dusk approached, Lt.
Colonel YEAGER reconsidered -this request for aid, changing from a reguest of one
company, to a request for use of the lst battalion, less Company C. General KENDALL
after much congideration, granted the request, stipulating that KMOUNT CAPPLLLO must
be taken on this night, For the attack, the lst battalion, less Cempeny C wes

moved to the right of the 2d battalion, in a wide enveloping move, in an attempt

to flank and surprise the enemy. The 24 battalion was receiving heavy resistance
from mortar fire, while six machine guns were holding up Company A. Initially, the
advance of the lst battalion was rapid; the leading elements reaching & point

‘orty to fifty yards from the top of MOUNT CAPPELLO by daylight. Here a fierce

“fight ensued. gsoldier stated: "The Germans would assault with a depioyed squad
and with two or ee machine guns on its flank. These guns would cover.their own
digplacement., ile one gun was firing, another would advance almost in the lane

of fire, set.up, and open fire." In the meantime, neither the 24 battaiicn nor
Company B, could gain ground. At 0532 hours, early in the morning of the 30th
September, Lt. Col. YEAGER put Major Williams, CO, lst Battalion, in command of
Company A, and Ceptain Carmon, Executive Officer, in command of Company B. Within
the 24 battalion, the battalion headguarters company was employed as riflemen to -
increase the depleting fighting strength. All morning the two battalions hammered
awey in the face of heavy morter barrages and small arms fire. At 1250 hours,

the first encouraging news came from Lt. Colonel YEAGER: "We are proceeding ashead
slowly." For three more hours, the fight did not diminish in intengity. Finaliiy
-at 1556 hours, Lt. Colonel YEAGER sent the message: "MOUNT CAPPELLO taken by lst
and 2d battalioms." The fighting did not end here; it had orly shifted in such a
way that the lst and 2d battalions were now on their objectives. This ccntinued
for another hour, umtil the last German had been killed. Colonel Champeny ordered
the battalions to hold MOUNT CAPPELLO at all costs. The congratulations of the
Corps Commander to the Regiment, for the eapture of MUUNT CAPPELLC, were phoned

to Colonel CHAMPENY by General KENDALL, who added his commendation for the tine
work of the regiment in this operation,

There were many acts of hercism in this action, Captain GEORGE D, SCHAFFIR,
CO of Ccmpany A, fearlessly knocked out a machine gun nest with a hand grenade and
then killed the twjo gunners with his carbine as they attempted to run to a secondary
mplacement., Thip enabled his handful of remsining men to asssult the position.
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. First Lieutenant FOSTER C. BURCH of Company H, was killed by & morter sheil
landing near. the 2@ battalion commend post on the morning of the 5Uth September
1944, It was not lmown until later, that Lt. Colonel YEAGER was wounded by this
same shell, but he refused to be .evacuated. With the &d battalion, Second Lieu-
tenant George F. Sesselmann of I Company was killed the dey before.

. In spite of fenatical German resistance, mud, rein, and mountains, the 55lst
Infantry Regiment continues to advance towards the valley of the PO; no obstacle,
no hardship, no resistance has broken the regiments will to win and the desire to
-annihitate the enemy.

Colonel, 3¥lst Infan
Commanding.
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HISTORKY OF INFANTRY REGIGENT FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMB.R 1944,

November's history consists of two periods; the first, a week of rest and renabil-
itation at Montecatini Terme; the second, oack in the lines wgain, occupying defensive
positions east of Livergnano and southeast of Bologpa. Turoughout October and part of
September for a total of thirty-nine days tae Regiment Lad been in continmuous action
-against the enemy., The increasingly adverse weatuer and.tne savagely stubborn resist-
ance ef the enemy finally brought tue impetus of our attacks to a stencstill. At the ;
farthest point of our advance within tie division zone of action the 551lst lnfantry had i
reached nearest to the Po Valley anc with the subsequent stabilization of positions ;
this regiment occupied ground nearer to Hignway 9 than «ny other unit in the 5th Army.
Although the unit suffered more heavily in casualties than ever before, and, despite
appalling weather conditions, the 35lst Infantry Regiment has added anotier chapter to
its splendid and spectacular record of "long continued aggressive combut against the
enemy" as stated by the Corps Commander in a message of congra tulations to Colonel
Arthur S, Champeny, Regimental Commander.

i Upon receipt of relief orders on 30 October 1944, the situation was as follows:
The 1st Battalion held ground in the vieinity of Hill 435 (003301); the 3d Battalion
secured ground in the vicinity of Parr le Tombe (999272) end Mt. Trebbo (999576), while
tha 2d Battalion wad in a forwurd asscmbly aree in the vicinity of Colanco (977278).

I\ mission of the negiment was to secure and hold, TFire plans were developed and plans i
\for repulsing a counterattack were fopmulated. The lst Battalion would remain atteched

‘to the 3624 RCT. ' A3

Vith memories of Castel del Rio, Gesso, and Vedriano still fresh, the regiment,
less the lst Battalion, slowly and leboriously made its way over the quagmire roads te
Montecatini Terme, but at the end of this trek were baths aund clean clothes, entertain-
ment —— and easier breathing. '

Montecatini Terme was a guiet little town. Being a German hospital center the
town wes untouched with the exception of tiie railroad station, The people were for the =«
most part, well-kept and well fed. iontecatini, approsimuiely twenty-five miles west N !
of Florence, was formerly a sumuer resort famed for its sulphur batns and many fine hotelshk
Tnese hotels during .our stay at Montecatini were used as billets for our wen, wuuch to ™
their surprise, The sight of electric lights, dining nelis, bathrooms with running =
water, and, in brief, the benefits of civilization--zt first quite a novelty--rcerected \s:
tne cesire to live for the day wuen these will agein be acceited as a normal part of
‘1life., Tce beneficial contribution to morale by these accommodztions providea by 5th

Army cannot be overstated. .

: ]
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AMms of the rest period as prescribed in TM 23, Headguarters 88th Infantry Division,

were: _
g e ey %e-high. standards of morale and physical condition.

! b. T9~1n§$g; ingiéjﬁﬁd_properly train replacements and inexperienced personuel,
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¢. To correct errors observed in combat. ' ™ vt

- i d. To rebabilitate equipment.

The succeéss of the 5th Army Rest Center at Montecatini Terme refiects much effort
on the part of the 5th Army City Command Section, Lt. Col. Elam's efforts produced re-
sults that were appreciated by all. I n all metters it was clearly evident that the
City Command Section desired to do anything and everything within its powers to make
- the stay of the combat troops as pleasant and enjoyable as possible., Conveniences
such as electric lights, running water, bathing and clothing exchange units, recreation-
al features such as movies, stage shows, including the fine production of "The Barretts
of Wimpole Street", starring Catherine Cornell and Brian Aherme; all created a pleasant

| and refreshing atmgsphere.. ’

i Preparations were immediately made for a concentrated training program.. $ ince

' the regiment had sd many new replacements, this progrem was of pivotal importance.

" Machine gun, mortar, and small arms ranges were set up three kilometers northwest of

Montecatinl and a firing schedule was orgenized with provisions for each battalion to
fire all courses for as long as the rest period permitted.

Each morning at 1000 hours, the Regimental 5-3 attended a meeting witih the Sth
Army G-3 representetive, Lt. Col, Eyebold, at which time treining was discussed and
clarified, and training schedules were submitted to 5th Army for approval. Training
hours extended from 0830-1200 hours and 1500-1550 hours with an additional hour every
other day for officers and non-commissioned officers devoted to leadership, duties,
and responsibilities. '

.~ On 3 November, the regiment gained a new Battalion Comm:inder, Lt. Col, Lewis,
assigned as 3d Battelion Commanding Officer. At 23545 hours, two hundred new repluce-
ments, many former ASTP students and Air Cadets, who were transported by plane from

' France, arrived at the three hotels reserved for them,

The following day, 4 November, at 0340 hours, tie lst Battalion, after travelling
all night through cold, driving rains, arrived, thoroughly soaked and cold and were
guided to hotels awpiting their arrival, The hot coffee prepared for them was indeed
a welcome treat. ;

On the morning| of 7 November, the regiment was highly honored by a visit from

- Lieutenant General k W. Clark, Army Commander. Accompanied by Colonel Champeny,
General Clark inspected the 2d Battalion in quarters, shaking hands with many of our
soldiers and conversing with them about past operations. After this visit, the Army
Commander expressed his great satisfaction with the fine and clean appearance of the
men and their quarters, and concluded by praising highly "The grand job" the regiment

“has accoirplishad,

At about 1845 hours, tnis date, the following message from G-3 was received by
telephone: 1351 RCT RELIEVES.168 RCT COMMENCING MIGHT 9/10 NOVEMBER, RELIAF TO BE
COMPLETED BY DAYLIGHT 11 NOVEABER. UPON COMFL»TION RELIEF 551 RCT ATTACHED TO 85
DIVISION., CO 351 INFANTRY WILL ARRANGE DETAILS OF RiuLIKF WITH CO 168 INFAWTRY SUB-~
JECT TO APPROVAL THIS HEADQUARTERS, MAKE PRELIMINARY RECONNAISSANCE 8 NOVLWBER AFIMR
CLEARING WITH 34 DIVISION HEADQUART:RS AT (870220), DO KOT RELIKFVE BOTH FRONT LINE
PYTTALIONS SAME NIGHT,"

e
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Thus & short but most aprreciated rest period was brought eSS TS
gratitude of a line soldier for such accomodations as were arranged for him by 5th
ety is a difficult task, but the men of the 351st Infentry unanimously revealed their

appreciation by maintaining a high standard of behaviour during their stey in Konte-
catini Terme,

While a party comsisting of Colonel Champeny, Major Hobson and the three Batielion
Commanders were forward making & reconnaissance of 168th Infantry sector east of Liver—
gneno preparatory to beginning the relief, the range firing schedules on the lMontecatini
ranges proceeded as planned, On the Sth of November beginning at 0800 hours the 2d Bat-
talion moved by motor to the vieinity of Savazzo, Italy, completing the relief of the 24
Battalion, 168th Infantry night of 9/10 November 1944, On the next day, 10 November, the
remainder of the regiment cleared Montecatini by motor—lst and 5d Battelions relieving
corresponding Battalions 168th Infantry on position during the night of 10/11 November,
The new Battalion cammander of the 2d Battalion, Lt. Col. Farthing joined his command
this day.

i During the rest period several observers from other arms and branches joined the reg-
iment for a brief stay, Major Paul D, Woodward and Ceptain Louie Reese, Jr., 900th AAA,
came to accompany the regiment to the fromt to observe infantry tectics, spd Captain
Robertson, a B~24 pilot and Lieutenant Tatmsn, a P-51 pilot, both stetioned in tne viein-
ity of Bari, accompgnied the troops on their return to the lines.

The Commanding [0fficer, 351lst Infentry assumed commwand of the defensive sector at
0505 hours, 11 November 1944, the relief of the 168th Infantry having been completed at

thet time, Upon completion of the relief the dispositions of the regiment were as follows:

Battalion occupied positions extending from the vicinity of M. Ceresa (923320), to the
v=tinity of Ca di Razzone (934323). The 3d Battalion held ground from the vicinity of
La Maddelena (908327) to Casseta (914329) to Ceresa. The lst Battalion was in reserve
in the vicipity of M. Della Formiche (917289).

According to T 55, Headquarters 88th Infantry Division, dated 10 November 1944, the
combat mission of the Division was the active defense of the assigned sector with two
battalions of each regiment in the line and one in reserve, Battalions would be rotated
80 that a battalion would have twelve days in the line and six days in reserve, Re~
placenents would join the battalions they were assigned to when the battalions were in

- reserve, Elaborate plans for the establishment of a casnal Replacement Training Company
were made and a schedule worked up by Major Marks, Assistant Regimental S-3, affording
each replacement a minimum of one week's training prior to joining his organization. Re-

| placements found deficient in training would be held in the casual company until declered
| proficient. '

On 11 November 1944, cobwebs were brushed from the props of the JUs and the rusty
gears of the Heinkels were oiled, for the Luftwaffe, long dormant on this front, staged
the first of several muisance reids. These brezen raids occurred about dusk. One such
| rald took place at 1800 hours 11 November 1944, when a single Germen plane, believed to
'be a JU 88, bombed the 2d Battalion kitchen train st Savezza (926273). Three light bombe
were dropped. Gaaualt;es.to personnel were sustained as well as slight damege to equip-
ment,

By the nature of our mission, active patrolling wae of course of prime importeance.

» first group of our patrols left our lines under cover of darkness night of 11/12
...vember 1944, One pairol searched out the area in the vicinity of Camerla (940328), and
the vicinity west of this objective, Area was reported mined with "S" and Box mines,

The other patrol, the first of several to probe an enemy strongpoint at (913335), some

-
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six htm&red yerds north and slightly west of Cesette. The v'ici......, e e
™ ngio (935328) was cleared by e thirteen man patrol, while another thirteen man patrol
__sempted to investigate the town of Cerrara. The latter was stopped by heavy machine

gun and machine plstol fire from buildings, and, by accurate mortar fire.

On 13 November 1944 the 1lst Battalion began training at 0830 hours and also con-
Jucted. range firing. major General Coulter, Commanding General 85th Infantry Division,
visited .the Command|Post in the morning and discussed tie tactical situation and operations
with Colonel Champeny. Intelligence activity for the day commenced with a report at
0500 hours from 85th Division's G-2 that several enemy egents were expected to enter our
lines, lLater a civilian interrogation of several Italians, who came through our lines
. (and who were subsequently evacuated) revesled German positions manned by some 200 Germuns
 along the ridge extending from Cerrara toward Collina. ‘Observation Posts reported Kraut
_ activity, shell reports, and mortar positions. An estimuted total of 489 rounds of enemy

fire from the period 121800 to 131800 hours fell in the regimental sector, the bulk of
which was mortar. Two regomnaissance patrols left our lines this night, returning with-
out much success. Thus ended a typical day in our new positions,

puring the day, the Regimental Commander, accompanied by the Regimeuntal S~3 made
his daily visit to front line organizations, this time calling at the 2d Battalion., Be-
sides his visits to the battalions in line, the Regimental Observation Post was a favor-
ite spot of the Regimental Commander, where he directed fire and observed terrain,

November 17th 1944 proved to be an exciting day for the 3d Battalion, particularly
so for Company "L®, At 0250 hours a German patrol of undetermined strength attacked
the forward positions and was driven off by small arms fire., At 2043 hours the Germans
i"taeked again in the same vicinity (917326) and were again beaten off with small arms
e, Meny of the men in Company "L" are new to the organization and this was their
first teste of close combat. It was an opportunity for them to learn first hand the met—
tle of the German Infantryman, On the body of one Grenadier H. Kanzler, who died glor-
iously for his r during this attack on Company "L", was found an interesting document
in the form of a coyrt-martial order. It seems that Kanzler, whose hefty appetite forced
'him to eat his "Iron Ration" that was issued and duly entered into his pay-book, con-
celved the idea of red-lining this entry and signing the initials of the accounting clerk,
thus falsifying a legitimate entry. What'!s more, Grenadier Kenzler, age 19, had intent
to pull the wool over the Fuhrer!s eyes by eating the remainder of his ration! His
~ three month sentence was suspended to enable him to redeem himself by front line service,
(See IPW Section for originel),

Brigadier General Paul V. Kendall, Commanding General, 88th Infantry Division, and
Lt. Col. Beggs, G~3, visited the Command Post earlier in the day in anticipation of the
Division's assuming command of this sector from the 85th Division., The situation of front
"1ine positions and the condition of the troops were discussed. Both visited the Regiment-
el Observation Post with Colonel Champeny which provided an excellent view of tne front.

A vigorous and vigilant counter-mortar (as well as counter-battery) program was
nmaintained, The importance of shell reports was contimually emphasized--~with apparent
favorable results., BC scopes scanned outlying enemy territory betraying any and all enemy
jactivity that moved into their fields of observation., A record of all shell reports,
flashes, and suspected mortar positions were kept on a special form. These reports

b=



Aoy MMD 73S0PR |
| By WD) ARA Dae ')‘;&g’a/%

* @ also-gsent on to Fire Direction Center (913th Field Artillery Battalion)., From a
«_spilation of these reports, an Enemy Mortar List Number 1, this Headquarters, was
published on this date, including twelve concentrations known as the Collina Group.

During the might of 17/18 November 1944, an ambush patrol from Company "F" led by

sieutenant Decker captured six Germans at (937327), the first prisoners taken since
the regimentt!s return to the lines, These Germans, carrying rations, were all headed
for an enemy.strongpoint in front of our positions when Lieutenant Decker and his patrol
interrupted their plans., Lieutenant Decker challenged the Germans and quickly surround-
ed them, His fine work in securing badly needed prisoners for identification purposes
was prompily rewarded by Colonel Champery who allowed him to f£ill the one officer quota
allotment of this regiment for a trip to Cairo, Egypt. Adroit interrogaution by the

gimental IPW Officer, lst Lieutemant Martin F. Ruopp, uncovered considerable informea—

ion, (See attached IPW Reports, 18 November 1944),

On the following day, 18 November 1944, the Regiment had as its guest Major Gen-
ral Rooks, Chief of|Staff, Allied Force Headquarters, who was brought to the Command
Post by Major Gen Coulter, Commanding General 85th Infantry Division, Shortly aiter
his arrival, General | Rooks was conducted on an inspection of forward positions by the
Regimental Commander., On the following morning, after remaining overnight at the
Regimental Headguarters, General Rooks observed enemy positions from the Regimental
Observation Post on Mount della Formiche.

According to Operations Imstruction #66, Headquarters 85th Infantry Tivision, re~
ceived at this Headquarters, 19 November 1944, the 88th Infantry Division:

a., ‘Relieves the left battalion 85th Division (338th Infantry), commencing night
0.__.8/19 November 1944 and completes relief by daylight 20 November 1944,

b, Relieves two battalions of the right regiment (3%9th Infantry), night of
20/21 November and the remaining battalion the night 21/22 November 1944,

"6+ Assumes cominand of 85th Division sector on completion of sbove relief 22 Nov-

smber and reports to II Corps hour of passage of command,

BEarly the morning of 19 November 1944, an enemy artillery barrape fell in the
Regimental Hotor Pool killing Captain Alvin Riga, Hegimental Transportation Officer,
aster Sergeant Downing, Regimental Transportation Sergeant, and wounding several
-others of the Regimental Transportation Section as they slept. Having maintained the
ghest standard of motor transportation care within tne Division, as evidenced by the
erous commendations received from the Commanding General, Captain Riga's superior
Tk will be sorely ed.

Command of the 85th Division sector passed to the 88th Infantry Division as of
0001 hours 22 November 1944, The tactical situation of this Regiment remained much
the same, To date, the 3d Battalion occupied the same positions as on the initial
rellef of the 168th Infant:ya and the lst Battalion, having relieved the 2d Battakion
the night of 20/21, held the ground extending from the vicinity of iiount Cerrara (925-
320) to the vieinity of Ca di Razzone (934-323). Both battalions in line maintained
a program of vigorous patrolling. Meanwhile the battalion in reserve in the vicinity
of Meunt della Formiche followed a training schedule which stressed weapons and small

arms firing.

A second counter-mortar flan was published by tois Headquarters, this date, con-
8. __ang of slight changes to the original Collina Plan and the new Casetta Plan. Dur-
ing the day Brigadier Gemeral Kendall, Commanding General §8th Infuntry Division and
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Brisadier—&eﬂeral Sherman, Assistant Division Commander, calleq'wremsm s
¢ - of their very frequent visits to the regiment vhile in the line.
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On 24 November 1944, facts about the Battle of Lalatico, still considered the fore-
most . accomplishment {in the long and contimuous fignting histery of this regiment, were
hwpought forth agein. A unit citetion was proposed and forwarded through channels to Sth
Army, for the 3d Ba on, whose gellaniry in sction under almost insurmountable odds
vas responsible in taking this key enemy strongpoint, tius enabling the regiment end Div-
ision to continmue the advance to the Armo River.

At 2130 hours 24 November men of tne lst Battalion were improving their positions
at Poggio when they were subjected to a morter barrage. Since the positions were as yet
"inadequate to afford protection, the men fell back on the reverse slope for cover. Vhen
they moved forward again they found thet the Germans, believed to have been patrol
strength had occupied the hill, At 2155 hours a report was recelved that an atitempt was
being made to drive the Germans off, At 2300 hours the following message reached Regi-
Eﬁfntal Headquarters: "Baker on Pogglo. Situation straightened outw,

_ The second intra-regimental relief operations in this sector was completed by 2556
hours, 26 November 1944, when the 2d Battalion relieved tne 3d Battalion on position.

At 2134 hours, 27 November 1944, the Regimental Headquarters wes subjected to a
heavy artillery barrage, the first shelling to threaten the Regimertal Command Post. JAe
a result, the CP truck was partially destroyed and a generator that supplied the electric
current was hit. No casualties were sustained by the Regimental Headcuarters personnel.

Two Germans on|outpost guard were captured at 0200 hours the next morning (28 Kovem-
'\__) by Company "F'a" forward platoon in the vicinity of (913331). Both prisomers were
‘Yugoslavs and of the 7Tth Company, 15th Infantry Regiment, 29th Panzer Grenadier Division,
One prisoner, a corporal of twenty-two years, was very cooperative and willingly gave
much information to the extent of pointing out positions from the Regimental Observation
Post. leter, the Regimental IPW Officer, Lieutenant Ruopp, was able to secure more de-
teiled information as to strength and disposition of enemy units occupying defensive po-
gitions facing the left portion of the Regimental sector.

A message wag received from 88th Division G-3 on the 29th of November that Task
‘Force 45 in the IV Corps sector was pushed off Mit, Belvedere, a key terrain feature, as
a result of a counterattack by a force of 600-1C00 Germans, Four raids were also reported
in the 34th Division sector, Possibilities of & similar attempt by the enemy in this
sector appeared quite possible in lieu of this information.

Lt. Col. Van Alstyn assumed command of the 3d Battelion this date. This post was
vacated when Lt. Col. Lewis left the regiment to become o Regimental Cominunder in the 34th
- Division,

At 1838 hours a report was received that Company "B" was being counterszttacked. £
force believed to be approximately thirty Germans moved in under hesvy artiliery and mort-
ar bombardment, attacking a Company "B" pleitocon position., The platoon lesder reported
that one flank wes caving in., As an immediste precautionary measure, the reserve compsmny
of the lst Battelion, Company "C", was alerted. The 3d Battelion was also alerted for
'action should furth T devalopmenta prove dangerous., OCne German, relying on an old ruse,
'r-m forwerd shputing in English to our troops that they were surrounded and that they

uld therefore give up. The situation from our angle howeverwas expleined to this
Kraut when he ran into a bullet fired by e member of Company -"B". The Company held its
ground, and with the aid of defensive artillery fires, the attack was repulsed without
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m&aa,-fwmh two machine pistols with fresh blood steins were picked up.
B7 ‘susteified two men killed and one wounded in action.

T.b.ié brings;tag e:i,oéer the regimental history for the month of Novenber--a month
‘brief :caa‘b peﬂoﬁ and then a return to defensive operations. The .Latter

*Eo };ea::n ﬁd'hﬂn eaeh o‘hhar het.ter, they have patrolled together; they have endured

COE

morter and e "berreges; they have learned to live under actual combat conditions.

. Emshor‘b, 'bhoy hnvo become a part of the Regimental Team, thoroughly battle indoctri-

2 natad, -and pragared to defeat the enemy in battle.

Colonel, 351st I
Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS 351ST INFANTRY - Daiz Gpg)0 o WA
e UNITED STATES ARMY Sh6l-5 YT
' 3 9 January 1945

HISTORY Of THE 351ST INFANTRY REGIMENT FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMEER 1944

: Throughout the month of December 1944, and since 10 November 1944, the
351st Infantry Regiment occupied defensive positions in the static situation

- some eight miles Southeast of BOLOGNA, The terrain held included the bitterly
fought for objectives of the 34th and 85th Divisions during the Fifth Army
advances follou:i.ng the penetration of the main GOTHIC LINE positions in the
months of September and October. From our forward observation posts, BOLOGNA,
The Observatory at the University of Bologna, stretches of Highway 9, and

 bridges along this highway can be seen. The valley of the PO on a sunny day

: is clearly in view while the Italian Alps, snow covered and brilliantly white,
can be seen across the valley. Thus the month of December, ending a period of
over two hundred days of combat, found the 35lst Infantry Regiment once more
in defensive operations, a tactical situation similar to the one initiating
them to combat [at CASSINO, 27 February 1944, and at the GARIGLIANO sectar near
. MINTURNO early March 1944.

Activity during the December period can best be described in the hackneyed
and trite jargon of the news correspondent - - "patrol clashes and artillery
- duels", But to the combat infantryman the month has meant sticking it out in
the miserable weather, the mud, frequent artillery and mortar barrages, anti-
personnel mines, and life on an Italian mountainside - best termed wretched.
~ However, the men have not complained; and the issue of adequate winter clothing
and footgear, and all other possible contributions to what little comfort they
might enjoy, has had a good effect, The liberal quotas of passes to ROME,
FLORENCE, and MONTECATINI TERME were extremely beneficial, These brief inber-
ludes out of artillery and mortar range were of inestimable value. In addition
to these passes each battalion was relieved once during the month and sent to
mNTEATIHI TERME for a period of four days,

Patrolling throughout the period was aggressive and provided an excellent
.~ opportunity for new men and officers to gain valuable experience, Enemy
i artmery fire was heavy and reports of up to seven hundred and fifty rounds
¢ in thirty minutes are on record, All concerned are aware of the fact that the
Wehrmacht in Italy is not running short on artillery and morbar ammunitions
however, our counter-battery and counter-mortar program under the firection of
the Regimental S~2, Gaptain CHARLES D, EDMONSON, and the Regimental Artillery
Liaison Office Gapt-ed.n JOHN L. CORCORAN, has done much to keep the Krauts
| busy frequently changing their gun and mortar positions., The effectiveness
: of counter-mo .fire has been recognized by the front line companies who
received the bulk of enemy mortar fire- and, as a result, they have 1earned to
report mortar flashes promphdy AP s
to combat, have learned muc cmssmﬁwmmwm
their introduction to combat.
| ACELLED |
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Future operations of an offensive nature received much thought and
in accordance with the memoranda from higher headguarters. The

Regimental and Battelion Staffs spent much time in observation posts and in
conferences, Maps, air photos, and oblique photes were studied diligently
and through reconnaissances made for possible supply routes, assembly areas,
routes of advance, and positions for supporting weapons. ‘Iwo objectives were
assigned to the Regiment by Field Order #lk, Headquarters 88th Infantry
Division, 5 Dpcember 1944 - - a hill immediately in front of the right forward
Battalion known as Hill 363 and further to the North the feature POGGIO SCANNO.
As time passed variations were made and phase lines were introduced. The
Corps plan did not contemplate the seizure of distant objectives, Each
Battalion was required to prepare attack plans and made all necessary re-
connaigssances, Particular emphasis was placed on maximum initial surprise as
set forth in the Corps directive., Consequently, the artillery plan did not
include preparatory fires prior to H hour and thereafter only on call avail-
able to the Regimental and Battalion Commanders. In addition to artillery
concentrations on the objective all 8lmm mortars, chemical mortars, and
Infantry Howitzers within and attached to the Regiment were registered on all
kmown enemy mortar positions within the Regimental sector and would fire
simltaneously with any artillery fire called for on the objective, All
plans were written up with accompanying overlays and were submitted to the
Acting Chief of Staff, u-3, 88th Infantry Division for approval. MAjor VICTOR
W. HOBSON, JR., Regimental Operations Officer, coordinated all plans with
those of the 350th Infantry on the right and the 168th Infantry on the left,
In addition to so-called "routine patrols", reconnaissance patrols were in-
structed to seek routes of approach to enemy positions., .By careful expenditure
of mortar and artillery ammunition a reserve was built up on positions. Ais
the month wore on the date for the attack was postponed frequently and by
the end of the month with the smalluerman offénsive in the 1V Corps sector
the postponement became indefinite,

Training| during the month was pushed as vigorously as the tactical
situation would permit. A small arms range was set up in a draw behind the
reserve battalion and new weapons were fired. Many new men who were armed
with weapons they had not fired had an opportunity to zero their weapons.
Technical trainihg with the Infantry weapons; mechanical functioning, stoppages,
immediate action, care and cleaning received emphasis in view of previous
experience within the Regiment of weapons failure., ‘he training of non-
commissioned officers was stressed by the Hegimental Gommander, Colonel ARTHUR
S, CHAMPENY; and examinations for promotions to fill vacancies were conducted
by the Regimental Executive Officer, Lieutenant Golopel WALTER B, YEAGER.,

Care of the feet required constant attention and supervision., Daily
massage of the feet apd exchange of socks prevented trench feet, During
the month no cases were reported - 'a record unequaled in the Fifth army for
December, ‘fhe disease rate for the month was the lowest in the bivision,
On the other hand casualties from enemy fire was higher than that of the

other two regiments.

First Lieutenant JOHN C. CLANCY, while taking men of Company "G" in

g



i ,- : AU‘Hsng,' N’VD 73S0?7 -
o \ _ B R ay}:m)_ NARA Date Wn‘

trucks for showers, was killed by enemy artillery fire, 7 December 191;4.

2 First Lieutenant WILSON G, VEISERT of Company "L", leading.a patrol on the
night of 7/8 December 194k, set off an enenmy mine near CASA COLLINA (935327).
Lieutenant WEISERT lost his left foot and three men were wounded by the
explosion, On the night of 22/23 December 1944, a patrol led by Second

\ Liswtenant TIMOTHY W, HEALEY of Company "G", set off an "S-mine" east of
the COLLINA position and one man was killed and three wounded including
the patrol leader, Lieutenant Colonel WALTER B, YEAGER was seriously wounded
15 Decenber 1944, near MONTE DELLA FORMICHE, by artillery fire, The loss
of Lisutenant Colonel YEAGER is a blow to the Regiment., Having joined the
Regiment as Regimental Executive Officer in August, Lieutenant Colonel
YEAGER had won many friends who respect him highly and wish him a speedy
and complete recovery from his misfortune, Lieutenant Colonel FRANKLIN P.
MILIER joined the Regiment on 16 December 1944 as Lieutenant Colonel YEAGER's
successor. Lieutenant Colonel MILIER formerly commanded the 913th PField
Artillery Battalion, part of the Regimental Combat Team, and has been with
the 88th Infantry Division since its activation, 25 July 1942,

-3, General Orders Number 188, Headquarters Fifth Army, dated
20 Decenber 1944, cited the Third Battalion, 351st Infantry for "outstanding
performance of duty in action", The Battalion is awarded citation streamers
and individuals assigned or attached are entitled to wear the dispinquished
unit badge to identify such action, The action for which the Battalion was
cited was the Battle of Laiatico, Italy, 9th to 13th July, 1944.

. - Many diatinguished callers visited the Regimental Commander, The II
/" Corps Commander, Hajor General GEOFFREY KEYES stopped by 22 December 19l
and had Iunci with Colonsl CHAMPENY., General BOLTE, 34th Infantry Division
Commander made a call. 8 December 1944, Both the. Divisional Commander and
Assistant Division Commander, Brigadier Generals KENDALL and s;mmn, visited
the Regiment freqaent.ly. ;

Christmas, 1944, was merely another day in combat for the ma jority of

: ‘the Régim:ﬂ:, however, there were some members who were fortunate enough

; to be on pass at ROIE, !‘IDEHGF., or MONTECATINI, Christmas Day marked the

: Regiment's two hundradth.day in combat since February 27, 1944. In those
two hundred days, the 351st Infantry has proved by its consistent aggressive
action against the enemy that it is an outstanding Regiment, Those within
its ramks can jbe Ju!m:y proud to be menbers of a splendid fighting organiz-
ation - the 35Lst- Imﬁmtry Regiment.
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. HISTORY OF THE 35187 INFANYRY REGIMENT FOR THE MONTH OF -FaBEEsn¥- 1045

The %51lst Infantry Regiment welcomed 1945 from foxholes in the Italian
Appenines., From the American soldier's standpoint it was hardly a spectaculiar
way to celebrate the coming of a new year; however, all were glad to see 1944
end. Glad because it terminated two hundred five deys of combal; including,
the defemsive operations in the Cassino and Garigliano sectors, the Mey lith
Offensive with its bioody battle of Santa Maria Infante, the long trek through
the mountains to Rome, the bitter Tuscany fighting from Volterra to the Arno
River, imcluding the highdy successful and decisive Lalatico engagement; and
theny, the later, e¢ritical operations following the initial penetrations of the
Gothic Line; lncluding Cabtel Del Rio, Mount Cappello, Gesso, Montecaldero,
and the diseppoinpment at Vedriano, farthest point reached by Fifth Army troops
in its effort to cut Highwey No 9., Through all this fighting the regiment has
- ddstinguished itself by the brave actions of individuals, fine soldiers, true
Americans, some of whom, it is deeply regretted, are no longer with the regi-
ment; but they are not forgotten and their deeds continue to be an inspiration
to those who remain.

The first twelve days of 1945 saw the regiment occupying the defensive
positions including Mount Belmonte. The 2nd and 3rd Battallons were disposed
forward and the lst Battalion in reserve near Mount Delle Formiche to constitube
the left forward regiment of the 88th Division sector. The regiment had relieved
the 188th Infantry on the night of 30 December 1944. Jamary 12, 1945 the regi-
ment moved 1o Montecatini Terme ending a periocd of sixty days in the line.

Bight days were spent at Montecatini, the first five being rest and the last three
training in accordance withi88th Division Training Memorandum No 1, dated 1% Jam~
ary 1945, On the night of Jamuary 22, 1945 the regiment, having moved north on
Highway 65 by truck, relieved the %6lst Infantry of the 9lst Division in the viei-
nity of Livergmano, Italy. The month of January ended with the regiment occupy-

- ing these positions; which mede up the right forward regimental sector of the
division. Throughout the month, in both sectors, aggressive patrolling was con-
ducted and not without a profitable catch in prisoners taken, the total number
belng ninej whisch, ingidentally, was the total number taken by the division for
the month. A limited mamber of passes to Florence and Rome were granted during
the month which provided mch appreciated diversion for the officers and men
permtted to go. :

)

While at Menteea‘blni Terme, men and officers were awarded decorations at
a ceremony held Jgy k245, Lleutenant Goionel Franklin P Miller, Regi-
mental Executive (i¥fg IEK Qm. Weioh included twd Bilver Stars,
sixty nine Bronze 51 nd one ‘Legion oi At an e:xtreme . immresaive
ceremony on'the rning of Jaﬁ ﬂ i

General of the Fift

. and the Eighth Bri
- ion, 851st Zinfan't\

1y tne Fifgh Amcrican Army
THOERITY OF s mmw&m‘iﬁmﬂm&m he 3rd Battal-
Battl _1%1‘5&37, JuJ.y

:, cited for its. actions a‘o
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9-12, 1944, General Imcian K. Truscoti, Sth Army Ccmmander, Gemeral A.M . Grunther,
Generak Paul W. Kendall, 88th Divisien Commander, Colonel Arthur &. Champeny, Reg—~
imental Commander, 35ist Infantry, end Colonel James C. Fry, Regimental Commander,
550th Infantry, were present, Colonel Robert C. McBride, Chief of Staff, 88th
Infantry Division read the orders. The Division Band played for the ceremony.

At KMontecatini the Regimental Commander addressed the assembled officers of
the regiment at which time he expressed his happiness at having an opportunity of
having all officers present at one time., (olonel Champeny's talk stressed the need
~ for aggressive leadership in companies and battalions, mentioning also that all
battalion officers must spend as much time as possible in their sectors lesrning
the situation thoroughly. Converning replacements the Colonel made the following
stipulations:; They must have at least two weeks training and indoctrination with
the Regimental Replacement Company before joining companies; they must be oriented
better by company officers and non-commissioned officers after joining their new
organizations; they must be taught to understand the seriousness of absence with-
out leave, and the shame it imvolves; not onky persomally, but also, to their unit;
and they mugt also be made aware of the high stundards demanded by the regiment and
division. The wearing of tne uniform, seluting, sanitation and hygiene, are all
important things to remember; as trivial as they might appear. On the subject of
patrolling the following factors were highlighted: Formation (always a get-away
man), security (bear security in mind at all times), routes (don't choose the easy
routes, they are frequently mined), firefights (don't indulge in ineffective ex-
changes of small arms fire beyond the effective night ranges of the weapons you
use-—close with the enemy and depend on the hand grenade and bayonet); and above
all, accomplish your mission--reach your objective. The Colonel concluded nis

all officers present of the responsibilities they must assume
and the trust placed in them by their country. Learn to know all your men—instill
confidence in th

Since the pause in the offensive operztions of the northward drive last October,
the regiment has steadily achieved progress in rehabilitation, training, and morale.
Marked progress has been made in patrolling. Patroiling is the most effective form.
of small unit training. It teaches officers, non—commissiondd officers, and men
.how to operate as small independent groups, It instills self-confidence and dem~
onstrates more luecidly then in any other manner the bagic Infantry role of closing
with the enemy and déstroying him in close combat,

Several of our successful patrols are worthy of special mention., Two of theme
patrols led by Lt. Ralph Decker Jr, resulted in the capture of eight Germen soldiers,
badly needed for identification purposes. His first patrol on the night of 2/3
Jamary captured a five man enemy ambush patrol intact. The capture weos mode about
1 Kilometer northeast of Monte Belmonte and the prisoners were from the kst and 2d
-Companies of the 1060th Infantry Regiment, 362d Division. Lt. Decker's prompt ag-
gressive action seized these Germans without a fire fight., FHis second patrol with
a speeially organized battle group of twenty-four men advanced on Casa MNuove, some
two Kilometers north of Livergnano end captured four Germsng (members of & mechine
gun squad), one of whom was killed by Germen fire in the return to ocur lines. This
patrel in additien to having the mission of capturing prisoners, placed expkomivo
charges in the house at Casa Nuove (& total of over thirty pounds of TNT) and de-
stroyed the building which the Germans had been using ss a strongpoint. There were
three Germans trying to get out of the house at tie time the explosion occurred.
White phosphorous grenades were thrown in s number of nearby dugouts and more cas-—
ualties inflicted upon the enemy., One German machine gun position whieh tried to
discoursge Et. Deckerts operation resulted in the death of the machine gunner and
" his aagiatant. The $ters and Stripes geve the following account ef the action at
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Casa Nuoveas

"On the Highway 1%$elf, (i.e. Highwey 65), south of Bologna, a vol-
unteer combat patrol of the 351st Infantry Regiment raided an enemy outpost, kllled
& large mumber of Germans and brought back three prisoners.

The objectlve was first isolated by a curtain of artillery fire and
the patrol,cloaed in wnder the rolling barrsge. After rushing the objective de-
 spite deep snow and the fire from two Xraut machine gums covering the approsches
to the outpost, members of the patrol tossed at least thirty hand grenades through
l the doors and windows of a house being used es a strongpoint. One machine gun was
knocked out and the crew of the second was overpowered aud captured., Small arms
fire contimued from bunkers beneath another house and Lt. Ralph Decker ef Junction
; City, Kansas, . er of the patrol, placed a large demolition charge in the house
and & few seconds later b Jew up the building, Rrauts, bunkers and alln,

Lt. Linnsey L. Wheeler of Company "A" took & patrol to the church at San
Ansano, approximstely 2 Kilometers northwest of Livergnano on 3L January. Here Le
killed two Cermans with his tommy gun and another member of the patrol killed a
third German who tried to interfere., A fourth German, convinced that Lt. Wheeler
and his petrol meant business, yelled "Hello, Kamerad" and was teken prisoner,

On the afterncon of 28 Jamuary 1945, Brigadier General Paul W, Kendall, Div-
igion Commander, presented nineteen Bronze Star ewards, one cluster to the Bronze
Star, end three Silver Ster awards, one of which was posthumously, to members of
Lt. Deckerls patrol group. The formetion of this speclal volunteer patrol group
has proved. to be a valusble undertsking.

During the month mamy distipguished cellers visited the regiment., The Div-
isienal Commander, Brigadier General Peul W, Kendall was a frequent caller., Gen-
erals Sherman and Lewis, respectively Asgistent Iivisional Commencer, and Div-
isien Artillery Commander, mede several visits. Major General Geoffrey Keyes,
Commending General II Corps visited Colonel Champeny o the 29th of Jaumuery.
Lieutenant General Imecisn K. Truscott, Fifth Army Commander sitopped by on 31 Jan-
wary 1945, Thus ends the history for Japuary 1945,

Commandlng.




i - 3 OECLASSIFIED

e oy MDI350PT
e | %By__\v‘:g,))_, HAPA D Wa\

HEADQUARTERS 851ST INFANIRY
UNITED STATES ARMY
APC 88

7221045

" HISTORY OF THE 35kST INFANTRY REGIMENT FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1945.

- | At the begimming of Februery, the regiment was occupying positions sstride
Highway 65. lNonte Adone, with an elevation of 655 meters, faced the left sector
which was occupied by the lst Battelien. This feature dominated the entire Reg-
imental sector end provided the enemy with observation along Highway 65 as far
back ss Monghidoro, 34 ‘kilometers behind the line,

Several enemy mine fields were located. Some plateoon positions were within
( nge of the enemy, and, deylight movement even from hole to hole
was under observal ma over most. of the fron'b. Smoke between Eivergnane. and Pre-

was feorbidden,

Due to our constant raiding of his positions, the enemy was extremely aslert
and wmtantly mortered any observed or suspected movement, The cracking of &
twig wes enough to start flares across the front and draw smell arms fire.

Enemy artillery decrsased in gome cases, as few as ten rounds per day falling
on us. German patrols were infreguent and not very aggressive, although our own
patrolling remained constantly aggressive., Artlllery, Cannon Company and mortar
herassing fires were Iimited by low ammunition allotments, end an attempt was made .
to aubstitute this Jeck by the provisional .50 caliber machine gun battery firing
20,000 rounds per day and scout cars of the Reconnaissance Troops firing 37mm High ’
Iﬁaive emmunition,

The month opensd Wpa.cim}y with a kst Battalion patrol led by Iieutenant —
theeler of Compeny A" capturing a PW whose identificatien revesled the relief of o
the German 4th Paretroop Division and established the 157th Mountein Infentry, 65th -

Infantry Division boundary. \

: One member of the patrol who had his feot blown off by e Schu mine was lost
duriag the fight but, rather than be captured, crawled a thousand yards or more, S
swam the ice cold| Savenna River which was in flood at the time, and called for h
help just outside our outpest Iine. He was decorated with the Silver $ter for s
his action, '

The 24 Battalion, as’Regimental Reserve, occupled positions nesr Is Gusrda,
Some trsining in map resding, mechanlesl training in weapons, and gun drill was
conducted and the switeh line maintained and strengthened,

. Comstruction of the defemse line proved valueble in the education of officers
and non-commissioned officers in that it added much to their knowledge of methods
of orgenizing terrain,

s
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On the sec@nd, oi February, Co ug" relieved a comnany of the 349th Infeniry
jommng the Ieft regimevtal boundery. Company "G" was attached to the Ist Battel~
ion w mn" gector was extended eight hundred yards to the left.

The morning of 12 February, Colonel Arthur 8. Champeny passed command of the
Regiment to Lisutensnt ColoneX Frarklin P, Miller., Colonel Champeny had commanded
the 35ist Infantry since its early deys at Camp Gruber and had Ied it through a
year of combat., JEleutenant Colonel Miller was by no means a stranger, having served
as Regimental Executive Officer for a short time and having commanded the combat
team artillery, the 915th Pield Artillery Battalion, since the summer of 1942,

Under him, the 913th Fleld Artillery Batteldon achieved the name of being ene of
the most aggressive artillery units in the Fifth Army. Thus Colonel Miller was known
by reputation if net personally by all the officers of the regiment,

On the night of 13/14 February the Germans hurt us severely by capturing a large
standing patrel at Barchetta. A relieving patrol led by Lieutenant Cowsn on the night
of the 12th engaged in a fire fight while attempting to reach the Barchetta patrol
lsd by Ideutenant Jackson. Only Lieutenant Cowan and three men reached their des-
tination, the rest of the patrol became seattered and filtered back into our Xines.
Sinece daylight movement would only have brought dowr a shower ¢of enemy mortars, it
was decided to walt until the next night and send & rescue patrol early enough to go
return under cover of darkness,

At 0800 one man ran the gauntlet of German fire and vreturned with the news
thet he had seen gixteen Germans on his way back and that Lieutenants Jackson and
Cowan with fifteen men, one of whom was slightly wounded, were all gathersd in a
@mall house., AL |8,40 a fire fight broke out at Barchetta.

: At dusk the Ranger Pletoon went to the rescue, reaching their destination by
2000 hours., They found nothing, A deserter entered our lines on 18 February and
gaid that the Americans were all in a house at which the Germans fired Panzer-
Pausts, causing the Americans to surrender, The Germans lanter shot propagenda which
discussed the incident. (See penultimate page 5-2 Section),

On February I4th, Edeutenant Colonel Paul P, George, 5Sksth Bomb Sguadren, 376
Bomb Group, Ibth Air Force, joined the regiment for a brief stay as an obazsrver.
He wag well JIiked and hils departure was regretied by everyone,

On the night of 13/14 Februery, the 2d Battalion, less Company "G", relieved
the 3d Battaiion, less Company "L", and on the night of the 19/20 the regiment was
relieved and went into pivision Reserve. The 5d Battalion remained in Le Guarda
attached to the 350th Infantry as reserve.

The kst Ba%a]‘.iwn Command Post was in Bibulanoe with all companies in the gen-
eral area, The 2d Bettalion Command Post was placed in Trassasso with the compenies
dispoged north a south of the Command Post along the east wide of the Monzuno
ridge.

B
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. former New York State gmsocologwt, CON~
; _;‘bh marked success. We comtimued to remsin
0l mn—ébatﬂe casualties,

giment was told that it would relieve the 155th
irgt Armored Division., Colonel Miller and staff
g and Post that day and cobteined details of the

Tel

ioms of the regiment continued to maintein end im-
; progran consisiing of squad and platoon prob-
onditioning, weapons training, night reids,
clock system of adjusting artillery fire, come
pressed vigorously.

now: snd warmer weather greatly improved living conditions
the month. The men's spirits scemed to improve

al conditioning after & long, almest uninterrupt-
position with comsistently bad weather, was
ently to the successful close of the Itelian Ceam-—

¥, P, MIILER,
Iﬁt. C‘GL’ FO A.
Commanding.
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Two distinet periods are the keynotes of March. The first peried, up to,
-and including, March 9th was spent in the Lolano sector where the tactical mig~
.sion of the 35kst Infantry constituted being the divisien reserve, The rest of
the month found the regiment in the pleasant Barberino area where treining was
J . stressed and the division was in II Corps reserve.
|

The persistance of a continued peried of sunny weather has almost reinstated
the long since expleded myth of "Sunny Italy"; expounded so profoundly in the
faney. Merch has been & geod month. There were no more than

ny days.

realm of poeti
two or three 1

RBehabilitation progressed without interruption. "Men, motors, and weapounst,
a byword in the 88th Division, received considerable attention., Adequate bathing
facilities and ciean clothing were provided; including the excellent service ren—
dered by the model shower unit organized and operated by the regimental supply
sectlon under the direction of Major William H, Klein, Regimental Supply Officer.
Motor vehicles received the repair work and replacement of worn and missing parts
that sn extended peried of combat duty over torturous roads necessitated. ALL
weapons, with the exceptlon of the Cennon Company howitzers, were fired on ranges
within the regimentel area and ordnance repairs were made on those requiring st-
tention, Frequent inspections and care and cleaning put all weapons in first
ckass condition,

Training in the Barberino area was progressive and in accordance with Train- 3
ing Memorandum Ne. 3, Headquarters 88th Division, dated 1 March 1945, Tacticak i
; training was emphasized. One-fourth of 21l training was spent in night training.
! Small unit training beginning with the squad aend progressing through piatoon, come
pany, and battallon exercises, culminated in a fortyeeight hour regimental problem.
The 88th Reconnaissance troop with the Regimental Intelligence and Reconnsissance Ly
Platoon and the Ranger Platoon constituted an enemy detachment under the command )
of Major William H. Clark, The problem stressed constructive thought and nractice
.based on an endpaver to remedy tactical wesknesses discovered during-actusl combat
operations., Primary importance was placed on the proper and effective enpkoynent
of company, battalion, and regimental reserves., An innovation designed to enhznce
regimental fire power was deviged and tried by the regimental commander, ILdeutenant
Colonel Franklin P, Miller. Two platoons of the Regimental Anti-Tank Company
have been equipped with 8lmm mortars (a tetal of six (two from each battalion;
since experience has proved that the present Table of Organmization for 8lmm mortar
platoons provides more weapenms than it is possible to adequately supply with am—
munition)). These platoons each have three mortars and have SCR 610 radics for
communications in addition to the standard SCR 300. The addition ef the SCR 610
—liakes these six merters availsble to the battelion srtillery officers.
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Competion|within the battalions for the best Battle Drill squad were held -
and the winners cempeted in a regimentel competition in which Staff Sergeant
Fdward Krolick's squad of Compeny "A" were the winners. This squed recelved a
pess to Florence as e reward for their efforts, Colonel James C. Fry, Assiste-

ant Divisional Commander visited the training arees frequently. Range firing

ineluded firing the anti-tenk guns, the new 37mm gun mounted on the caliber ,50
machine gun tripod, bazoecka, and rifle grenades, The two latler weapons were

 fired at o German self propelled 75mm asssult gun. Up to twoe and ene half inches

of armor was plerced easily and the sieve-like condition of this piece of "tmiling
Albert" Kesselring's ordnance convinced GI's that the bazooke and anti-tenk gren—
ade are effective weapens., The new 37mm gun shooting modified smmunitien proved
highly accurate. AXE battellons sre experimenting with & system for packing this
weapon by mule, and will employ them in the next attack,

Future operations were given much thought; and plauning was made for the
execution of several tentetive operations., In conjunction with these efforts
many reconnaissance flights were made over the front Iines by the regimental
commznder and his staffl battelien commenders end thelr staffs, and company
cormanders. First Lieutenant Hayden of the Divisien Artillery piloted all of
thege flights. Genersl Pavl W, Kendall, Division Commender, sssured all officers
at a meeting held March 3kst that we will scon sgain be empleyed in offensive
overetions. The General also expressed his extreme satisfzaction with the complete~
negs, thoroughness, and spivited enthuslasm which the regiments of the division
have deveted t¢ training. Vet previcusly menticned, but with congidersble imperi-
ance attached, was the specisl mine training conducted within the regiment, Wsny
varieus means of crossing mine fields by the use of exredients emploving explosives
were studied and used in crossing ectual mine fields set up within the area. ‘The
goal in our trgining hags been teo impress all with the fact that mine flelds can
and will be crogsed. Nines have a psychelegical eifect that i¢ overrated. TFxact
figures sre net available but the fact that elghty percent of 21l battle casualties
in the Italian fighting cawe from artiliery and mortar fire and the remaining
twenty percent divided between smell srms fire and mine actien is preof enocugh
of the relatively Jow casuslities from mines,

A unique event in the overseas history of the 88th Division took place on
3L March 1945 when, for the first time since lesving Americs, 8ll units of the

division were assembled at ome time at a division review at the Florence pirport.

A number of distinguished guests were prement: General Nerk W, Clark, XV Army
Group :Commander, Lieutenant General Jucisn K, Truscott, Fifth Army Commender, and
Mejor Generzl Geoffrey Keyes, Commanding Genersl of IT Cerps. General Clark

spoke briefly recounting the gplendid combat record of the divisien and conecluding
with a rewark that the next time he hopes to zee us we will be north of the Po
River. Two members of sthe 35lst Infantry received Distinguished Service Crosses:
Lieutenant Balph Decker snd Iieutenant Linnsey L. Vheeler for extracrdinsry hero-
ism during the regiments occupation of defensive positions in the Loisno secter,

2
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Relaxation and recreation were net overlooked in the Berberino area. Nauy
day passes te Floremce were granted and U.$.0. shows and movies rrovided enter-
tainment in the evenings, The Red (ross Ber under the direction of Wiss Louise
Osborn hes undoubtedly provided the finest facilities along these lines kbet
the. regiment has heretefore enjoyed., Beoxing matches were held and all bettalions
including the Special Units entered contenders. The Second Battalion wes the

regimente} champilon,

LIN F. MILLER,

.L‘t. Coksy Fuha,
Commending.

#L = S=1 Reports

2 = S~2 Reports

3 = §~2/3 Journal
ki = 8~3 Plans & Tng
G-l Reports

5 -
6 = Battle Casualty Reports.
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0 quA-LEGmRH area was directed. Five days were spent
aining with special river crossing equipment including LCVs,
oxm d assault boats, On 11 April 1945, the Regiment moved
A, where it became IIL Corps Reserve and made final

he. II Corps offensive that started 15 April 1945, Over

s lines had put the Regiment in excellent condition, The
» greas in the vieinity of BARBERINO coupled with unusmally
jor resulted in the accomplishment of much valudble training, v
&l ‘faeilities were adaqnately provided for arﬁmcluded USO shows,

1 ifaenities, improved rations, and clean clothing rapidly
y gppesrance of the command not to mention a resultant boost in

-morale.

‘ Apr:’x.l is notsble in the history of the 35lst Infantry Regiment in that

it is a mmth marked by one of the most outstanding military operations of
 Wer II, In & little more than fifteen days time the American Fifth

d . the APPENNINES, entered the PO VALLEY, crossed four

es, the PANARO, PO, ADIGE, and BRENTA RIVERS, passed

: ALPS ‘and eﬁ'ec‘bed a Junction with elements of the

Prior to the mcenditlonal surrender

Army s Immanse quantltias oi' nﬁ.litaxv eupplies s mobor transportation,
- were seized, in addifion to great nwbers of vehicles
oyed by the Mediterranean Air Force, Throughout the
, 868th Division drove forward with wnrelenting speed with the
aat ’ing;, the paee !ar the Div:.s:.on. This was especially true

phaan 1.4k ,
defense zones ':in the APPEMINES and the szﬂ:aequent s almost immediate ’ pursu:rb

Anto £iaa Ttalian ALES. |

’D-—day i‘ar the 88th Division was 15 April 1945. H-hour was set at 2230
houre, 35let Infantry was assan:bled in the v:.c:lniﬁy of PIETRAMALA near
RADICOSA PASS and constitubed IT Corps Reserve, 3AOUH T Lry. and - RN,
Infantry were the assaull regirmnts arf Jag B R
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days of bitter fighting, On the night of 16 April

; : r moved to assenbly areas in the vieinity of TRASASSO
and was move forwerd on shoxt notice to carry out one of three
' e 8¢ 1o pass through either of the assault regiments and
em ue ’bh‘ at cky sedondly, to assist either of the assault pegiments,
rdly, to be prepared to move through or sssist elements of the 6th
Stsu:th A‘E Loan Am@md Division to the laft of the -88th Infantry Division,

n o include & probsble crossing of the RENO RIVER south

4= the babttle progressed, IV (orps, further to the left,
in the 10ML Mountaln Division and lst Armored Division

‘ ¢ north from VERGATO. 85th Division was pushed through to exploit
and on 18 Aprdl 1945, 35lst Infantry was motorized and moved to VERGATO under
II Corps control snd reverted to 88th Division control when the remainder of
the division closed in its new zone,

fber committment near LAMA, south of SASSO BOLOGNESE, the Regiment
c@ordma‘c«ed an attaeck with elements of the 6th South Afriecan Armored Division
abi 0!51, the enly of ite kind in 6th South African Armored
Bimi gized LAGUNE on the morning of April 20th. ist
was scabd a’n‘d. confined : to sniper flrg altr I;ugh some moii'%zxsfinrge

was megm:bemd;

Without pause, the regiment moved forward to capture MOUWNT CAPRA which

'8 ts the northern end of s long ridge line running north from LAGUNE.

m;mm CAPRA 38 a grest hill mass studded with many houses, Two hills com—
pose the feature, one on the east and one on the west, the latter being the
minor, At ebout 1200 hours, the 337th Infaniry was contacted and requested
to 1ift their artillery and tank fires from that area in order that the
Second Battalion, 35lst Infantry, which was already deployed, could advance.
The Germans shase 4o defend the eastern hill covering the slopes of MOUNT
CAPRA and the road thet mms between the two hills, and eventually to GESSO,

. with fire from at least six 120mm mortars and meny automatic weapons,
Elements of the 157th Divisic»n, tha 8th Mountain Division, and the lst Para-
chute Division manned the defenses, This stubbom defense and heavy fire
foreed the Second Battalion and its supporting tanks to retire in a dis-
organized condition, same heavy 120mm mortar fire hit the Regimental
TForward Command Post k ng several men, wounding six others and scoring a
direct hit on the Begimentel Commenderts car tuming it over, fortunately
without injury $o the Commanding Officer or the driver. The assault battalion
was reorganized and the Third Battalion was moved to give initial fire support
for the venewed assault, Tanks, tenk destroyers, and artillery laid dowm
heavy counter mortar fire and neutralized the 120mm fire, Six of these mortars

were later found destroyed with their crews dead around them. The actual
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R was accomplished with two rifle companies. Between
y was eleared in which action over 100 prisoners of
ns k:.lled and a nurber wounded. Rather than clear

assa;ﬁ:p ef wm

1 trated the mst hill neutraliz:.ng it and makmg it possible to by—-pass it
ird Battalion and the remaining elements of the Second Battalion.
- : The First. Ba%alien was left the misslon of completing the job and by twi~
: ight had over 4LOO prisomers of war. In the meantime, the Second Battalion
ihtealion pﬂshéd on until a foothold at RIALE, between GESSO and

i O 06” hours, s 21 April 191;5, with the First and Second Battalions
sbreast, and RIALE as a line of departure, the regiment moved north to cut
Highway #9 and thence northwest to 5 GIOVANNI, a Division objective, Lieuten-
ant RALPH DECKER, with the Intelligence and Reconnaissance and Ranger Platoon,
screened. the regimental right flank and later in the afternoon killed one
German and captured Lhe

Advenecing against scattered resistance, both Battalions encowntered
strongly increasing fire as noon approached. Zn The widespread advance by-
passed groups of machine gunners and snipers, these made a determined stand
and delayed the regiment for four hours while the reserve Battalion cleared
them out, During this time the regiment received consistant, bul sporadie,
artillery and mortar fire from the front and right flank.

About 3000 yards south of SAN GIOVANNI there is a canal along which all
bridges had been demolished, Along this canal and at the demolislied bridges
the enemy had organized a strong delsying position held by sbout 700 Germens
who had nine tanks and self-propelled guns supporting them, A task force
from the 6tH South African Armored Division and the Third Battalion made a
coordinated |attack but failed initially to cross the canal. In the meantime,
the First Battalion waes swung 6000 yards to the west where it outflanked the
enenmy resistiance and entered the oubskirts of SAN GIOVANNI with tanks and
infantry. Not long after this, the Third Battalion and the task force from
the 6th South African Armored Division destroyed seven German tanks and forced
a orossing of the cenal, &t twilight the First Battalion assaulted SAN
GIOVANNI, Here, whether deliberate or not, the "white flagh trick was used
by the Italian civil population; and, while ostensibly welcoming the liber-
ators, two tanks and approximately 200 Germans opened fire, the latter firing
from windows, roof tops, and the heavily fortified bank bullding, The Regi-
mental Executive Officer, Lieutenant Colonel VICTOR W. HOBSON, JR.,. then
Major, who was bringing & platoon of tanks forward, and coordinating their
employment a:b abou‘b this time, went to the spot, forced a crossing of the
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dpy cenel which surrounds the tcmn,’ eliminated several eneny machine guns
enroute, and led the tanks into SAN GIOVANNI, There are two main streels in

SAN GIOVANNI snd scattered elements of the First Battalion were @onducting

a disorgenized fire fight in both. Liesutenant Golonel HOBSON reorgenized the
elements in one street while the First Battalion Commander, Lieutenant Colonel
CLAUDE M., HOWARD, rallied those in the next street, Together these two groups
cleared the town, Over 67 Germans were known to be killed and both enemy
tanks destroyed, By midnight an outpost line had been set up two kilometers
north of the town. ‘

CREVALCORE was the next objective on the 351lst Infantry route of march.
Early on the morning of 22 April 1945, the regiment advanced with the First
Battalion on the left and the Third Battalion on the right., The Second
Battalion, in reserve, advanced along the SAN GIOVANNI~CREVALCORE highway.

The lead Battalions swung wide of the town and 3000 yards north of SAN
GIOVANNT the Third Babtalion met heavy resistance, Again aided by the 6th
South Afriesh Armored Division task force, the Third Battalion cleared this
resistance after a five hour fight. The First Battalion rapidly by-passed
the resistance in front of the Third Battalion and at this time the Regimental
Commender, Colonel FRANKIIN P, MILIER, decided to sideslip the First Battallon
into the Third Battalion zone teking over the Third Battalion mission, Simul-
taneously, the Second Battalion, having moved almost parallel to the First
Battalion, entered CREVALCO RE without resistance, -

At 1400 hours, the First 4nd Second Battalions were moving toward the
PANARO RIVER while the Third Battalion completed mopping up the resistance
left behind, With the ald of the 6th South African Armored Division task
force, the Third Battalion knocked out 9 enemy tanks in this action., The
Third Battalion then became regimental reserve and moved forward.. By 1500
hours, the First and Second Battalions reached the PANARO RIVER; but the
First Battalion was engaged in a fight in which they were opposed by 2 eneny
tanks, 2 sedf-propelled guns and sbout 300 infantrymen, in the vicinity of
CASELIE, The Bgbttalion Commander, Lieutenant Colonel CLAUDE M. HOWARD,
assumed personal command of Company A and the one tank available to him on the
right flank and initiated an abtack on GASELLE despite overwhelming odds,
Simultaneously 35lst Infantry Rangers led by Lieutenant RALPH DECKER and
Captain CHARLES D, EDMONSON, Regimental S-2, sttacked a village to the west
snd captured a Germsn Signal Battelion intaet taking 137 prisoners of war,
killing 11 and wounding a number of others, Lieutenant Colonel HOWARD!'s
sbtack destrioyed the two enemy tanks and 2 self-propelled guns ‘and in the
ensuing fire fight the Division Artillery Commander of the 305 Division was
killed, a Regimental Commander and two Battalion Commanders were captured
plus 89 additional prisoners of wer. A hasty count revealed 47 dead Germans
in CASELLE., ‘ »
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wiengaged elements of the First Battalion and the
oitered the river for crossing sites, Meeting heavy
r fire they remained behind the levee on the south bank

XA 3,53 haum s the Divisional Commander, Major General PAUI. W. KENDALL,

mental Command Post which was in ‘a house 60 yards from the
levee, The Commending General issued positive instructions that the river
must be crossed before darkness. The levee was too steep for tanks to climbj
however, with many a‘t:tempts one tank and one armored car reached the top,
Both were premptly hit by self-propelled fire. The armored car was completely
destroyed and rolled over several times before reaching the bottom of the
levee, The heavy fire forced Company A to retire from the levee in d:x.sorgan..
izabion ‘ﬁﬁtll 'hhey managed to mgroup in CASEILE

In view of the Divisional Commanderts st.rmgent orders and the absence
of ‘the Battalion Commander and Ixecubtive Officer of the First Battalion at
this time, the Regimental Commander assumed personal command of Companies B
and € and -arranged to assault the river line later. The PAVARO RIVER at this
point was 60 yards wide flemg between 30 foot levees and averaged sbout 10
feet in depth; although air reconnaissance claimed it to be dry.

Bas:.rmg a Leomrdﬁ.na‘bed attack, the Regimental Commander proceeded to the
Second Battalion which was 1000 yards to the west, and, using the levee for an
observabion post, arranged for and adjusted heavy artillery fires from the
913th Field Artil: ery Bagbttalion. He also ascerteined by personal reconnaiss- .
ane¢s that a|erossing on the debris of a demolished bridge near his vantage

point was possible,

A 1900 haua?s, under a heavy curtain of artillery fire, the crossing was
initiated by both Battelions, Having no means of crossing in its zone and no
engineer brm@@ng uipment present, the First Battalion made the crossing by
swimming and using doors and tinbers carried from the buildings in CASELILE.

. Both crossings were against d:.ma.nn.shlng opposition ‘due to the heavy and accur~
ate artillery fire, . After crossing, the bridgeheads were joined and the

- Second Battalioh struck 1500 yards to the west to clear the village of CAMPCS-
. ANTO. Therve, a Germsn held bridge was captured intact. Over this bridge all
vehicles, tmks and remaining infantry of the corbat team were successfully
passed by midnight to hold a bridgehead three kilometers deep. On this daJ’
over 1500 priscmers o:f‘ war were capbtured by the regiment.

At 0500 h@urs, 23 Aprdl 1945, the 350th Infantry passed through the 351st

Infan‘czy and with the 349bh Infantry cperat:mg on its right attacked north to
seize crossing sighte on the PO RIVER, in the vicinity of OSTIGLIA.
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~ The 35lst Infantry foldowed through unbelievable scenes of utmost con=-
fusion, Bvery farm house was surrounded by sbandoned German Vehicles, many
of which were completely destroyed. One German Regiment of artillery had
dstroyed its guns and surrendered all surviving personnel, Although the
351lst Infantry was in reserve and followed the 349th Infantry, over 2000 by-
vagssed Germans were taken prisoner with hardly a shot fired. The scene was
one of debacle with enemy troops fleeing wildly or swrrendering wholesale in
shattered confusion,

the 24th of April, at 0500 hours, the 351lst Infantry moved into the
interval between the 349th and 350th Infantry Regilments and occupied the town
of REVERE on the south bank of the PO near the rallroad bridge which had been
partially destroyed by German demolition and the llediterranean Air Force. At
least one~third of the town was in tobal ruin and all streets wers littered
with sgbandoned German aquipment and motor vehicles, the bulk of which were
destroyed and still burning., A personal reconnalssance conducted by the Regi-
mental Commander, Colonel FRANKLIN P, MILLER, and the Regimental Intelllr-ence
Officer, Captein CHARLES D. EDMONSON, convinced them that determined men could
cross on the debris of the bridge despite the faet that personal experience
‘indiceted it to be defended by at least three 20mm guns, numerous machine guns
and mortars. Prisoner information, found to be true, also indicated the north
shore to be defénded by sixcompanies from the lst Parachute Division sent there

- for the purpose, These troops had formerly been Field Marshall Albert Kessl-

ring's personal bodyguasrd. To the east, crossing sites favorable for the use
of ferrys and assault boabts were discovered. Crossing equipment being unavail-
gble, Capbtain EDMONSON volunteered to lead a picked detail of Rangers across

the debris of the railroad bridge and secure a small bridgehead through which
other troops might pass., Simultaneously, six sbandoned German rubber boats

wers discoversd by the Regimental Executive Officer, Lieubtenant Colonel VICTOR
W, HOBSON, JR., The Second Battalion, Major HAROLD B. AYRES, commanding,
arrived at the river line and waited behind the levee on the south bank, The
First and Third Battalions were enroute to the river bank at this time, Artill-
ery and chemical mortars were in position to support the crossing. Tanks which
had just been released from the other regiments had not as yet arriwed. The
Regimental Anti-Tenk Company, commanded by Captain PAUL J. MAILANDER, was well
i‘or'mrd as ususl, available in REVERE., Briefly, the plan was as follows:

- Captain EDMONSON, Lieutenant DECKER end Lisutenant MAC DONALD, and 16 Rangers

were to cross at noon and secure an initial bridgehead using the demolished
railroad bridge for crossing and thereafter facilitating a crossing on the same
bridge by Company G, eomnanded by Captain LIONEL R. KAYE. 800 yards to the east
Company F, under the command of lst Lieutenant JEFF P. ENOCH3, was to cross
using the captured German ribber boats, Company E was to follow Company F.
Cem‘ﬁany H placed its machine guns on the south levee to cover and support the
crossing by fire., Heavy artillery fire from 913th Fiedld Artillery Battalion

oo
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J.he Second Bat‘c.al:i on Ant:r.-—TanL Platoon and the Regi~-
& mpany guns were placed on the levee to afford direct fire
ibion to which two mulbtiple mount .50 ecaliber machine gun

S Wi re emplac d, greably enhancmg the fire power. 'l‘he chemlcal

'I'a an- eyemtmess, the actual crossing was not only spectacular, but also
‘egsion of having been rehearsed. At 1200 hours, Capptain EDMONSON
and his pleked detail moved onto the bridge and immediately became the target

: oi’ all ‘eneny small srms fire, machine gun and 20 mm gun fire within a thousand
dist

‘up and down the river, Three men were wounded before the
5 of ‘the bridge was reached. The 913th Field Artillery Battalion,
18 339th Field Aptillery Battalion, laid intense fire on the
wehine gun bunkers and 20mm gun positions were engaged by the

18 and the two .50 caliber "flak wagons!, Reaching the gap

4 e.d ax::op'a from beam to beam and led his group on., At one

;a.'me maans ;t‘or crossing earlier. Just bei‘ore startlng up the ladder,

C ptain .E‘M,CIRSON was w&mnded in the hip by an explosive projectlle from one

: The Regimental Command Post was in a ruined house 200
I-oad bmdge and on top of the levee. From this _hours,

ibles I’a is :x.nteres’h:mgr to note that some of the 57mm Anti-
fmr:mg diagonally under the mdemollshed portions of the bridge

& furdous fire fight, Lieutenant DECKER followed by two
‘ards o within 10 feet of a German machine gun emplacement,
v tried frantically to hit him, Lieutenant DECKER threw a
shed the emplacement. With his tomy gun blazing, he liter-

- ally 'cut *bhé Germén in two, Then running to a house 50 yards away, Lieutenant

DECKER and hls" two men Went ‘tm the thlrd floor and looked down into an et~

:mg on the bra.dge and brxbdgehead. W:Lth a Browning Automatn.c
en killed one gumner at his gun and forced the others to

te They also opened fire on the crews of three camou~

t 100 yards away. Since ammunition wes nealy exhausted,

two volunteers, Private First Class WELSS and Private

yaick across the river in a capbured German rubber boat.
back across six hundred yards of open water and never wavered
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once although the water was chumed all sbout them by German fire., Captain
EDHONSON placed Private First (lass SHIPLEY and TRAVENNER in position on the
north end of the railroad trestle to deliver incessant fire on the three 20mm
‘positions, They wounded seven Gexmans and forced them to keep their heads
dovm, although they were constantly sniped at by other Germans. Lieutenant
DECKE R, with his two original men then attacked a second house killing a
German in a nearby foxhole while his two men killed another German and took
three prisoners, Captain EDMONSON with three men was nearby and firing his
carbine into a dugout wounded one German and caused seven others to surrender.
Lieutenant DECKER and Capbtain EDMONSON joined parties, pubt their prisoners
under guard in thé second house, rushed the three 20mm positions capturing
seventeen Germans, many of whom they wounded. This highly successful action
secured the initial bridgehead and Company G crossed without delay. 800
yards to the east Company F crossed meeting light opposition, although the
south bank continued to receive heavy mortar and artillery fire. The lighter
resistance met on the right demonstrates that the Germans had located their
strongest defenses in the vicinity of the railroad bridge based on the premise
that we would make our main erossing at that point, By 1600 hours, the Second
Battal ion was completely across and the bridgehead wes finally estsblished. -
Engineer equipment began to appear and LCVs manned by the 752nd Tank Battalion
arrived, Prompt bulldozing of the embarkation site was performed by the
engineers and the remainder of the regiment crossed in the order: Third
Battalion, First Battalion., Soon thereafter, DUKWs arrived and supplies were
ferried across the river,

Throughout the night, German aircraft bombed and strafed the crossing
sites; however, the presence of many antiaircrafi batteries and their concen-
trated volume of fire greatly reduced the effectiveness of Luftwaffe opera-

tions,

, Many of the houses on the far bank were found to be filled with German
dead and wounded. The house seized by Reglmental Headquarters for a Command
Post contained seven bodies and nineteen badly wounded Germans,

Radio: |instructions to press on with all possible speed to VERONA were
received at|0600 hours, 25 April 1945, and shortly after dark of the same day,
the 351lst Infantry entered the city. One of the biggest problems after the
crossing was to get armor across. During the night some armor was gotien
‘across on the pontoon bridge further to the east; however, not in the quanti-

'bies desired,

The advance was made in two colums with the Second Battalion precesded

by four tank destroyers moving north on the OSTIGLIA-VERONA highway and the
Third Battalion marchmg on a roughly parallel road 3000 meters to the east.
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The Third Bettalion was without armor but had a platoon of 57mm Anti~Tank guns
along, The First Battalion was to follow the Second Battalion, Light resis-
_tance was encountered unbil NOGARA was reached at which time one light tank
' and one armored car from the 88th Reconnaissanes Troop joined the head of the
colurm, The light tank was immediately sent to the Third Battalion to give
it some armored assistance. Ab NOGARA, a Hetermined enemy rear guard action
was met at sbout 1300 hours., Captain STANLEY A. VAN TESLAAR, and seven other
men were wounded in the first blast of enemy fire, The German defense con-
sisted of 300 men, one 57mm gun emplaced in a fortified mill, two 20mm guns
and numerous machine guns, all in long prepared positions., One tank destroyer
was hit which rendersd track repalrs necessary and the armored car was knocked
out by 57mm and 20mm fire wounding the oecupants, Major HAROLD B. AYRES,
commanding the Second Battalion, was nearby and courageously clinbed atop the
disabled secout car despite heavy enemy fire and dragged the three wounded men
out of the burning vehicle, In the meantime, all others had taken cover in
the ditches along the highway, Major AYRES ran back along the highway through
the heavy enemy machine gun and 20mm fire and ordered Company E to mske a
£lank sttack around to the east, He then personally led the three remaining
tank destroyers forward, using arm and hand signals to designate targets for -
them, He personally knocked out an enemy machine gum nest killing the gunner
with one shot from his carbine. He directed tank destroyer fire on the 20mm
gun positions and on a house into which a Germsn officer and one of the 20mm
gm crews had entered seeking refuge from the terrible tank destroyer fire.
Hajor AYRES threw two hand grenades into this house foreing the Germans to
surrendsr, Major ATRES' brave action op ened the way through NOGARA. With this
pesistance eliminated, over 200 prisoners of war, 27 Germans killed, and 7
machine guns, 1 57mm anti~tank gun, and two 20mm guns destroyed the advance
was resunmed,

From here on, because the advance guard stayed well ahead, the main body
‘was not delayed, The Third Battalion on the right was doing its share of
fighting and supported by only one light btank fought four engagements in wiich
it destroyed eight guns and numerous machine guns. Ab zbout 1800 hours,
four more thnk destroyers and five light tanks arrived at the head of the
colum on the main highway and were carrying infantry which had been loaded
on them as they passed. Three more engagenments, all light, rear guard actions,
took place between NOGARA and CA DI DAVID before the advance guard, now con-
sisting of seven tank destroyers from 805th Tank Destroyer Battallon and five
light tenks from 752nd Tenk Battalion, carrying most of Company F, entered
VERONA and crashed through wntil stopped by enemy resistance and the debris
. in the vicinity of the heavily bombed railroad yards st 2210 hours, This
nagnificent accomplishment - from the PO RIVER to VERONA - a distance of forty
miles by roadwsy, was completed in slightly more than sixteen hours, The main
body at this time including both colums was in the vieinity of CA DI DAVID
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and wag movin,
«'b&'bi@:’h Je
found were used,

g forward as rapidly as possible using all availsble transpor-
iy an‘l:i‘»ank pr:me-mevers and all other vehicles that could be

Ehe actions of the advance. guard led by Lisutenant JOHN F. EBEL of
Company E, is a story in itsdlf, All members of his platoon and the crews of
the three tank destroyers that accompenied him fought with aggressiveness and
plucky determination that exemplified the highest qualities in fighting men.

They were determined to close with and destroy the enemy, At one point in

their advance they were opposed by a 75mm German self-propelled gun which was
neatly dispetehed with two rounds from one of the tank destroyers, The G erman
vehicle did not appear damaged £or it had not burned, but at a point dead
genter and one and one-half feet from the bottom of the chasis, two 76mm holes,
almost keyholing each other, could be found upon a closer inspection, The
conbat infantrymen of the 35lst Infanbry discovered that their teammates,

808th Tank Destroyer Battalion, knew how to shoot; and again later, and much

more effectively, they saw what can happen to troops who congregate ab a road
Jtmation uhder *bhe surveillance of tank destroyer fire, The road junction in
was in VERON: Five burnigg vehicles and over fiftsen German carsasses -

li'bt ared the madwaw’.

by the See nd Eatt‘ Jdion,as they poured into. the city from the less important
sidae roads 's@ the southeast and southwest while attempting to rally in the

W » tanks and infantry had a field day capturing and killing large
groups of disorganized Germans who tried to rush the road blocks,

Reconn sring forward shortly after 0600 hours, 26 April, Colonel
N ; Regimenbeal Commander, contacted Colonel DARBY, Assistant
Gomander, ';&omtaﬁm Division, near the railroad bridge at VERONA. Colonel
DARBY's comment was, "You seem to have had an interesting brawl during the

night, I beartily approve of the results®, Elements of the 10th Mountain
Division were at this time entering the city from the west.

Sh@xﬁy thereaf’wr, the Regimental Commander, Colonel FRANKLIN P, MILLER,
returned to his command post at CA DI DAVID and here, while receiving new
ag £rom the Division Artilléry Commander, Brigadier General LEWIS,
. bonbed and strafed the Regimental Command Post, Two precious
for the tank destroyers, were destroyed. The "Rover Joe"
osoperator and two other men were killed, Five other men
an, three jeeps damaged sufficiently to immobilize them, ineclud-

Kion: Ay t41Tepy Commander's cars

ing the s

=10~
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The new instructions directed the 35lst Infantry to move southeast oubt of
VERONA and seecure crossing sites on the ADIGE RIVER in the vicinity of ZEVIO,
approximately 15 kilometers soubheast of VERONA. Lieutenant RALPH DECKER and
the Rengers motorized on Jeeps entered the town of SAN GIOVANNI, which is
situated half way between VERONA and ZEVIO and received the surrender of a
regiment of @zechoslovakians at sbout noon. The regimental colum preceeded
by tenk destroyers carrging infantrymen, moved on towards ZEVIO. Hardly 2000
yards east of SAN GLOVANNL they were stopped by sbeel road blocks covered

A arms fire, Attempts to remove the road blocks by ramming, falled;
and simidtaneously, German rifle and machine gun fire rattled from the flanks
of the halted tank destrpyers and forced the infantrymen to tak cover. A
biisk fire fight ensued before the covering party of Germmns was neubralized
with tank destroyer and machine gun fire killing nine snd resulting in the
capture of thirty, By-passing the road block by using another route the 35lst
Infantry column continmed on toward ZEVIO. At this time, a company of tanks
and a platoon of tank destroyers arrived and made possible the complete motor-
ization of the Third Battalion., Before ZEVIO was reached, the column en-
comtered unbiélievably large nunbers of disorganized enemy troops who surren-
dered wholesale with their officers, In this bag, a German Fleld Hospital
Battalion, complete with motor transportation, casualties, and nurses, surren-
dered., So great was the nunber of prisoners of wer that it became almost
impossible to guard them; but they were not difficult to handle for the war
was over for them and they seemed happy. The regiment closed in the ZEVIO
area prior to 24,00 hours, 26 April 1945,

On 26 April 1945, the Commanding Genersl, £8th Infantry Division, Major
General PAUL W. KENDALL, received the following commendation from the Command-
ing General, II Corps:. '

nQongratulations to you end the other Blue Devils for a
mificent race won against great odds. Please convey
' ‘congratuletions to Colonel MILLER and the 35lst and

their team mates from the 752nd (Tank Battalion) and
805th (Tank Destroyer Battalion),"

Due to the rapid current and no avallsble bridging materiels, crossing
of the ADIGE presented as difficeult an operation as that met at the slower
moving PO, Although the 349th Infentry and 350th Infantry were to continue
the sttack northwest toward VICENZA, all units of the 88th Division were
ordered to cross the ADIGE with the least possible delay, 350th Infantry
found an Ttslisn ferwy boat that handled much traffic before it finally be-
came inoperative, ‘

During the night , foot elements of the 351lst Infantry crossed the ADICE
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stroyed bridge near ZEVIO, with no resistance. A
ad bridge at VERONA was soon made servicesble for
g ‘the day of the 27th of April, armor and supply
es poured across the rivez'.

s led by celonel JAMES €, FRY, Ass:.stant Division Comander,
rawd east end northeast along Highway #11 and entered VICENZA
e 35lst Infantry followed, shuttling with all avail-
_ ocurs orders from higher headquarters direscted that
and BASSANO be tzken, Between the latter two towns another
id to be crossed, On the night of the 27th, prior
 Lieutenant Colonel VICTCR W. HOBSON, JR., Regi~
went north of Higbway #11 and, in the ﬂ.cimty of
rmal _surrender of 700 Russians and 6 Russian officers

‘the ﬁam 'bsr daylight of April 29th, there eapturing
en 20mm anti-aireraft cannon intact with prime-
n, and obher piecas of transportation. A task foree con-
rifle platoons, riding tanks and tank destroyers, pushed

d st 0600 howrs and entered the town of MAROSTICA at 1000 hours. The

; 14 jolonel FRANKLIN P, MILLER, contacted a Partisan Head-
b on was recelving accurate, timely, intelligence through
Parbisen chennels of which consisted of a commercial telephone line in
conmmieati@n with BASSANO ParbiSans) as to the enemy situation in BASSANO.

Two pessible cressing sites on the BRENTA RIVER were located; one at
of an incompleted woodén bridge constructed by German
Pioneers and the etha:c sibe a ford further to the south at a place called

- NOVE,

presence of larg
straﬁ.glx&en eu‘t

76{38« .g 45!1"698 near BASSANO with the view of pass;tng the
1 the First to cross the river, In the meantime, the

4 to assenble in the vicinity of MAROSTICA zmd
,.Ba‘btahen in estzblishing a perimeter of defense

tly extended regimental colwm angd m.th a large

tercep&in
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apparent mission of sssisting Germen forces to escape, the situation assumed
a threateningly precarious sspect., The Regimental Commander, Colonel FRANKLIN
P, MILLER, directed that air and artillery be placed on SCHIO and then went
forward to the First Battalion where C ompanies A and B were engaged in a
street fight in the hamlet on the west bank of the BRENTA RIVER nesr BASSANO.
Tanks were pushed forward and reached the river bank only t0 be driven back
by bagooka and self-propelled fire from the opposite side. The Regimental
Commander follewed by several men, entered a house on the bank, and while
doing so, the man immediately behind the Regimental Commander was hit by a
burst of machine gun fire from across the river, Upstairs the windows could
not ke used for cbservation purposes becaunse of this machine gun fire. The
houge was evacuated and it was decided to put the Regimental Command Post
several hundred yards to the rear., While this incident was occurring, mesbers
of 1st Parachute Regiment, lst Parachubte Division, established a strong road
block on the highway between MAROSTICA and BASSANO.

A task foree consisting of one rifle platoon from the First Battalion
and four tank destroyers was hurriedly organized and placed under the command
of Major FRANK W. CARMON, JR., with the mission of opening up the highway and

I clearing the area to MAROSTICA. This task force pushed forward aggressively
’ and was soon in a furious fire fight, At least two companies of Germsns held

this road block which consisted of four heavy machine guns (two on each side
of the road) two "Panzerfaust! teams (one on each side) and one 88mm bazooka
team. The German riflemen were deployed on both sides of the road. Major
CARMON was the turret of the lead tank when the enemy opened fire. He
quickly seized the caliber ,50 machine gun mounted on the turret ring and
swng it into action, Simuitaneously, the platoon of infantry riding the
tank destroyers dismounted and sought defilade in the ditches along the road.
Major CARMON's first burst of fire killed one "Panzerfaust® team; end then in
succession he killed the remaining "Pangzerfaust® team, the bazooks team and
put four machine guns out of action, The only pause in Major CARMON's deadly
hail of fire occurred when he stopped to place another belt of cartridges in
the gm, By count, 18 Germans were killed, 20 wounded and 52 were taken
prisoner. This action took place ab about 1430 hours, The road was then
held firmly by Anti Tenk Company and a patrol of four tank destroyers.

Returning to BASSANO, Major CARMON's task force was given a new mission,
it 1500 hours, the task force moved south paralleling the BRENTA RIVER to
reconnoiter the ford sites in the vieinity of NOVE, This completed, they then
tumed northwest on a road running in that direction and eventually to
MAROSTICA and cleared this road to within one mile of that town. Meny priscnesrs
werd teken., The force now did an sbout face and returned to NOVE by the same
route, From NOVE, the task force struck west toward SCHILAVID and continued
to round up Germans all the wgy. AL SEBHIVADID a large colum of Germans were
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moving to the northwest, A few rowmds of 76nm fire from the lead tank destroyer
took all the fight out of them, Between 180 and 200 were captured. Light

resistence was encombered all the way to SANDRIGO where the Regimental S erviece

Company, Medical Detachment and a platoon of chemicl® mortars were "liberatedn,
In the early moming, during the hours of darkness, this platoon had had a

tan le with the Germsns who succeeded in running away with two jeeps, one L.2v

mortar and 70 rounds of smmmition. Another task force consisting of one
company from the Second Bgbttalion, Anti-Tank Company and four benk destroyers,
wes given the wﬁasg’i@n of Kkeping the SANDRIGO-MAROSTICA highway clear.

i N : ( 4

In the meantime, Major CARMON's task force turned east at SANDRIGO and
headed bowerd the BRENTA RIVER. /s they proceeded they captured many scattered
groups, of Germans, Seyeral miles from the river they came to a road block
consisting of five German trucks set afire in the middle of the road. Major
N and the ofﬁ.cer commanding the tank destroyers went forward to investi-
gate the possibilities of dragging the burning wrecks away; however, exploding
ammmitim within them forced both to retire. A parallel road farthér to the
south was found and the column continued its mareh., After moving sbout one

- mile, a grest colum of eneny troops was contacted. They surrendered without

a fa.ght. The task force then headed north along a road paralleling the BRENTA

RIVER and retwimed to their starting point. In this circuit they had captured

509 Germans and killed and wounded many others. It was noW 2000 hours and the

Third Battalion was moving up to cross the BRENTA and seize BASSANO. Orgsnized
resistance in that vicinity had practicelly ended.

By 2110 hours, the Third Battalion was across and mopped up the town before
midnight. In the interim the First and Second Battallons and the second task
force had collected a fanbtabtic nunber of prisoners of war and placed them

in the school house at MAROSTICA., 2735 were counted of which 1041 were from
the lst and 4th Parachute Divisions, This total does not include the 509
Glermans capbured by Major CARMON's task force., His prisoners were sent direct
to SANDRIGO |and did not pass through the Regimental Cage.

On the morning of April 30th, the Regimental Command Post moved across
the river into BASSANO. With its mission completed the 35lst Infantry was to
tasserble vicinity of BASSANO and MAROSTICA and protedt the 88th Division left
by blocking ta the north"; however, abt 1348 hours, 30 April, e change in orders
arrived and immediabe advance up the BRENTA river Valley was ordered. The
objective was to be FONZASO; however, before reaching that place the regiment
received orders to follow the valley to the west and seize BORGO. At a village

called CISMON sny important bridge was destroyed and some delay in getting

armor across slowed the advance, The 34,9th Infantry, meeting increasing
resistance in the next main valley to the east, was having difficuliy sadvancing
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on FELTRE and‘ therefore, one bgttalion from 35lst Infantry, the Second
Battalion, was sent to ARSIE, northeast of CISMON. At this town & lively
firefight took place, the first engagement being a serabble with a horse-

‘dravm supply colurm, part of the 1028 German Regiment. Hany horses were

killed, wagons destroyed and heavy casualties inflicted upon the Germans by
tank destroyer and mebhine gun fire, 60 Germans were. captured and 75 killed
when the Second Babtalion, led by WMajor HAROLD B.. AYRES, mopped up the town,
Partisans contacted near ARSIE led in 50 enlisted men and 4 Officers all
ex-prisoners of war, and with the exception of one man from the 805 Tank
Destroyer Battalion, all were fromt he 350th Infantry Regiment and had been
captured several days before, In the meantime, the First and Third Battalions
plus part of the Second B ttalion, advanced north and northwest toward BORGO
meeting very litile resistance. The advance continued throughout the night
and in the early morning of 2 May 1945, elements of the First Battuelion entered
BORGO. At this time it became necessary to halt the advance in order to
asserble the regiment due to the greatly extended colum thal had resulted
from two days of continued advance, In BORGO the first German Artillery fire
received in several days landed during the mid morning and early afternoon.

It was believed to be 8%mm fire and the total number of rounds did not exceed
twenty-five, Since it seemed to be coming from the vicinity of a town called
RONCEGNO to the west, the 913th Field Artillery Battalion fired sbout five
hundred rounds into the reverse slopes in the vielnity of that town.

At 1440 hours, Colonel RENNECKE, commending the lst Parachute Regiment of
the 1st Parachute Division, came through our lines at BORGO and stated that
menbers of the lst Parachute Division had bemn informed of an armistice and
had been ordered to hold in position until further orders were received. He
also stated that he would not fire unless we advanced; but because of his orders

‘4o hold, he would resist should we move forward. He then returned to his wem

t1ro0pS.

Orders from 88th Division and II Corps directed that the 351st Infantry
continue its advance and a lively battle ensued. At 1800 hours, broadcasts
fyom BBC and the AEF station were received ammouncing the first news of an
armistice, At 2204 hours, Colonel JAMES C. FRY, Assistant Division Commander,
arrived with orders to stop fighting and hold in place pending further orders.
This order was complied with; but the recording of the surrender of the entire
I Fallschirmkorps (lst Para Corps) complste, consisting of over 13,500 men and
officers, tanks, armored cars, artillery, mortars, ammunition, equipment of all
types, and four general officers, two days later, belongs preperly in the

succeeding monthly history.
| \5 ? W

Fo P. MILIER
Colonel, Infantry
Commanding
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 HEADQUARTERS 351ST INFANIRY T
UNITED STATES AHMY g5 (i
APO 88
9 June 1945

5T TNFANTRY REGIMENT FOR MONTH OF MAY 1945,

May has been a month of great news; for with the surrender of German forces
. the long, hard, Italian fighting ended, On the eventful day the 35kst Infantry
wes at Borge, Italy, in centact with an old enemy, the lst Paratroop Division,

‘This seme enemy unit had fought stubbornly and fenatically near leunt Grande;

" and it was the lst Parachute Regiment that bad captured Company G at Vedriano.
To see the despised epemy at close range and not fight with him was en incred-
ible experience for the combat-wise Infentrymen of the 35lst Infantry. A persen
felt insecure; but by the terms of the surrender certain Germans were allowed to
bear arms. 1t seemed fantastic that armed Germans and armed Americans marched
along the vroads and eccupled small hemlets at the same time. The Germans seemed
indifferent; hewever, they did mot display indolence or create unnecessery dis-
" turbance, They carried out our orders in a spiritless manner of resignution,
 There were a feow instences of failure to cooperate, but the German suthorities,
when informed, took stromg disciplinery action.

: The actual surrender regquired e number of parleys with the Germens and lasgt-
od for two days. At 1440 hours, 2 May 1845, Lieutenant Colonel Remnecke, Commend-
ing the Ist Parachute Regiment entered the First Betitelion cutpost asrea with a

- white flag and was tsken to the First Battelion Forwerd Commend Post in the west-
ern outskirts of Borgoy Italy. Ap interpreter accompanied the Germen efficer who

wore decorations and whose boets shone brightly. The First Battalion immediately

notified the Regimentel Commander who directed them te hold the German ofiicer

- until bhe coukd srrive. The meeting took place in the street in frout of the Bat~

telion Command Post where a cordon of Rangers were placed asround the group to

keep curious civilians and many by-standers away.

Colonel Remnecke announced that his Divisien (st Para) had been informed
that ap srmistice had teken effect at 3400, that under il both sides were to sitend
fast, moving enly supply vehicles. He said it had been arranged by Mershel Kes—
gelring and Field Marshal Alexander.

Neo such ward had been received by bthe 35kst, but the appearsnce of am officer
of Rennecke's Tank scemed to eliminate the pessibility of any trickery.

Lt the melent, the 3%5lst was halted, due tec repairs on s bridge being neces-
- sary for passage of tanks, and tne centinuation of mop-up action in Bergo'ls west-
“ern oubskirts. v :

Colonel Miller replied thet ne such order had been received, thet bie would
recelive fthe unconditionel surrender of Colonel Rennecke or his whole Division,
‘but would met forward him as en sccredited emissery without necessary papers signe
ed by & Corps Commanders

. Colonel Remmecke steted his Division Commender had proceeded to Corps te ob-
Jein such papers and would be back in an hour, He also stated thet the Germsns

o had orders to fire, if the Americans advanced,
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‘ Knowing that advance with tank support would be imposcibie r?r an*eafiﬁaieu
forty minutes, the Regimental Commabder ordered Co&gnellﬁennegke b retirn #a
the German lines, agreeing tc a one howr srmistice in tne sector of tne-?Qau,
with Colonel Remnecke agreeing te return within an hour if humanly possible as
an accredited depresentative who could be forwarded to Divisien,

There was neither wire mor radie contact with 88th Division at the time., /n
officer courier was dispatched te Divislen, redie reley statlons were lncrcasedy
but no answer to the puzzle was obtainable.

Meantime, the bridge was repaired, Infautry depkoyed, and the town of Renceg-
no was occupiled. : .

One hour having elapsed, and ne word from Division having been received, the
advance was restmed. .

Within three hundred yards savage resistauce was met. As thie resistence
developed, a mesgsage was received {rom 88th Division that they had ne knowledge
of an armistice and that the regiment would push on te the objective, Trente,

In the ensuing battle five man and one officer of the Tirst Battulion were
killed, and four men wounded. Later the Germans claimed about twenty-eight Ger—
mens were kiiled, but visual evidence is availeble from American scurces to con~.
firm elght oniy. "

: .
After the attack had pregressed about four hundred yards, Mejor Margeld of
the Ist Para Diyvision (German) steff appearsd under a white flag, beecring a letter
i from General Schulz of the kst Para Division to General Kendall stating the terms
i of the "armistice” as understood by him. They ceincided with Colonel Fennecke!s
previousky given verbal message, :

The letter was forwarded te 88th Division Headquarters, and the German sent
back te his lines, since he lacked credentials from a Corps Communder, which had
been specified in a directive from II Corps as necessary.

At 1830 hours, B.B.C. and A,E.F. radie broadcasts having been repectediy
heard at Regiment, to the effect that the German forces in Italy had surrendered,
the Regimental Commander gave the order to cease fire te aveid further loss of
life. This decislien was confirmed at 1840, when a representative from Divisien
G-8 errived with orders to press on te the objective, but realized on hesring the
broadessts and seeing the locel situation, that to do so would inevitebly result
in heevy casvalties, after the war was over, At 1850, the same Germsn represent-~
ative, iajor Margold, appeared at the out-post snd announced that he had te repoxt
failure to procure & Cerps Commander: letter of credentisl, that the Parachute
: Corps had been told again to hold famt and not to fire unless the fmericans advenced
‘ but that they were to da nething sbout surrender until furtier orders came from ’
14th German frmy which was in contact with 5th smerican Army, Further; as an
evidence of good faith, lst Para Division would withdrew its out-post line five
| hundred yards 1o aveid friection,
1

. At 204, the Assistan® Division Commander, Colonel Jameg (. Fry, arrived
?1th confirming lerders te hold in place, that the war was over, The regimenﬁ held
~ in place, alert for action, and there was no elstion at victory--the situation
stlll remained too tense, : '
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The next merning, 3 May, Major Bdmonson and Liauhenanwﬁyex;::mrlw?rﬁvwrmvr >
by the Regimental Commander, Cokonel Franklin P. Mill&?,;tQ'09n%§r with General
Sehulz of the lst Pera Division, General Schulz reltérated wiliinugness to comp%y
with any erder of l4th Army (German) regarding surrender, but would not act untdl
ordered. This was a direct order from the kst Germen Para Corps Commander, Gen-
erel Heldrich.

The agreement was made that an emlssary would be sent instantly on recelving

' such orders to inform 35kst Infentry.

]

The gituvation remained thus strained until late afternoom of 4 liay. Iliean~
while, the Regimental Commander, Celonel Franklin P.  4iller, feit that too muck
opportunity fox improving positions was being allowed the Germans, in cast toey
decided to adopt guerrilla ew twerewokS" tacties. Appealing to and receiving
permission from General Kendall, Major Edmonson and Lieutensnt Delfiner were sent
to lst Para Division'Headquerters-—and received information there that sericus
Partisan difficulties were arising and that General Heidrich would be gald to dis~
cuss surrender, if it could be honerably done, with the Regimental Comnancer oppos-—
ing him.

The Regimental Commander, at ence drove to Lst Parachute Division Headguarters,
took the surrender of General Schulz, sent for the regiment to advance ut ouce
and teke over, then started with a German guide car for lLst Pare Corps Headquurters
at Pan Cristefore., Accompanying him were Major Fdamensen, Regimeutal Inteliizence
Officer, Eieutenant Delfiner, Interrogation Ofiicer, and Technician Fifth Grade
Peters, the Commanding Ofilcerts driver.

Arriving at Para Corps Headguerters, the Regimental Commander found that the
Lst Pars Divislen Headquarters at Levico had been attscked by Pariisans, snd five
American guards wounded-~despite the fact all lights were on and vehiclke lights

~ were pleying on the bullding., Also; 4th Pera Division Headguarters was uncer

abtack, and Corps Headquarters was threatened,

Informing the Corps Commander, Genersl of Paratroops Heldrich, tuet "this
nomsence could net continue", Celonel jfiller found the General was holding nis
men under rigid|discipiine, preventing guerrilis desires, sud wes wikding te sur-
render, 1f kdth| Army would give orders te ao so,

) A;phopg cakl was directed to ldth German Army by the Corps Chief of Staff at
Colonel Millerts order and k4th asrmy deciced te allow tihe lst Para Corps to sure

‘render, despite lack ef such orders from Von Veitingheff,

Thereupen the lst Para Corps surrendered at OL55 on 5 ilay. It proved to be
composed of’; ‘ )

lst Para Division . Major General Xerl Lethar Schulsz

4th Para Divisien General Heinrich Trettner

26th Panger '

Group Boemlker. Strength appreximately three thousand plus
supporting artillery :

Group Hacker Armored Cars and self-propelled guns

Corpe Artillery General Von Isslinger

(with tweniy-four mebile 88's ang fort, ight fixecd i
i 3 | ; fs} y=~elght fixed mount A,A. dunl purpese
8818 plus sundry 40 millimeter guns ) ' 1 i et

3




SR DECLASSIFIED |
: Aoty VMD 73SOPY
i HapA Daieﬁ#,;lep’- |
' : , : Bylﬁﬂ%}«ri s
This was the only wnit in Italy, so far as cen be disCOv.red, which Wed YTl
atively inbact, with armer, artillery, and emaunition, plug the organization to
make an effective resistance.

Phone calles were instsntly sent te Group Boemler te allow free passage ol
the 10th Mountein Division mnorthward.

‘f Because the 26th Panzer was 50 far north ag to be cut of reach by the 5bkst
Regimental Combat Team, orcers were sent to it to swrrencer by serding white
flags to whatever American troeps appesred first. R26th Panzer was the recerve of
the 14th Army, snd was later administratively remeoved from Pera Cerps Command due
to digtance. ’

The totel effectives in lst Para Corps et time of surrender wag over Iiiteen
thousand officers and men, plus some five thousand service and anti-aircrall troops,
but excliuding the 26th Panzer and 278th Divisions, The 278th Division hud been
out of contact with Corps fer five days and wes presumed destreoyed,

Esteblishing guards, end leaving lights en untlil dewn, the Cemmunding CGilicer
ordered a conference of zll unit Commenders. (German) at Para Corps Headquerters
at 0800, and sent fer the Partisan keader st Trento--well known to the Germens.

On his arrival, srrangements were made for Partisan attacks te cease, but
they were asked te retain arms until further orders, Censicerable diificulty wae
experienced in presenting the idea te the Partisan chief due to iungusge diificult-
ieg and the confused situation. The German command evidently knew and had known
him fer some time, but had considered him a "steadying influence" and had nobl
disturbed his efforts. ‘

At about 0330 Brigadier General Lewls srrived at San Cristefore and obtained
a slgned surrender, verifying the previous verbal arrangements,

] Thereafter the German $aff was ordered out of the Sen Cristeforo Hotel, the
dolst Combat Team Headquarters set up therein, and some sleep obtained before the
0800 meeting. i

At 0800, instructions were issued to concentrate the Corps in the ares Trente,
Pergine, Levico, Bergo, and all Generals and Group Coumanders were sont under guard
to the Division Commender, Major General Paul W. Kendall.

bLs & matter of interest, it maight be added that the Combat group Beemler wag
at one time to have been the nucleus for & new Pars Division, to be numbered the
tenth; however, the formation was never made, The mission of this combat group
§t the time of the surrender had been to hold the Rovereto area. The accompany-
ing mep shows the lst Para Corps boundaries anc the locstions of troops. It is
the Lst Para Conps situa}ion as of & May 1945,

= ‘
~ In this segtor and adjacent sectors many other German formations surrencered
and were evaguated by the 36Llst Infantry; and included the idth —— ;

manded by Fricoiin Von : ; 2 i L ule Panzer Corpe, com— -
3 din Von Senger und Etteriin, General of Psnzwe Troops and the 5lst

Mgumtaln Corps commanded by Lieutenant Genersl of Artiliery Hauck. Seperste
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orgatizations incliuded the 16th 83 Division, the 25th Flak Division, the 94th
Panzer Grenadier Division, many Organization Todt members, special railway bat-
talions, a Sanitation Regiment, a Medicak Regiment, a Signal Regiment, znd a
Railway Guard Regiment, AIL of these troops were part of the 14th Germen Army,
commanded by Eieutenant General Lemelsen. ;

;

_ Apropos at|this time would be a brief description of the surrounding country.
Borgo is in the|Italian mountains approximately fifty miles north of Verona which
is on the northern edge of the Po Valley., The mountain ranges in this province
are known as The Dolmites and are two and three times higher than these through

‘which the regiment battled its way up the Italian peninsula from the Garlglkiano

River. They are carpeted with velvety green trees and folilage; except for those
that jut uwp to such a great altitude that plant kife does not exist and where they -
are eternally capped with snow, In these mountains the German Organization Tedt
spent years constructing elabdrate fortifications that came to be known as the
Southern Redoubt., These were the Lower defenses of the Inner-Foritress. It was
here that the Wehrmacht would meke its last stand, an imponderable that failed to

»-materialize. It has been a great good fortune that American arms did not heve te

batter their way through these almest impregnable defenses. There arve onky & few
good highways along which an attacking force might advance. In the gorges thoussnds
of cencrete cbstacles such as pyramidal dragons teeth and deep anti-tunk ditches
cover all approaches; and fertresses from the first World War still remein vhose
defenses were subsequently modernized., The civilian peopulation inhabits small
villages along the valleys and on the mountain sides. The homes and bulldings

of these people are neatly kept and the architectural forms have a simplicity

and purity of character that indicates a greater degree of devsleopment than that
which exisbts in Cenbtral and Southern Italy, The inhebitants appear te have great-
er civic pride evidenced by clean streets ana efficient public utilities systems.
This prevince hasg been a refreshing land to war-weary Americans.

An idea of |the vastness of the district occcupled by the 35kst Infantry can
be visuallzed when one considers that the area occupied is nearly twice the size
of the state of Delawars. The actual measurements of the 55lst zone is twe thou-
sand eight hundred and forty-five square miles, From this district ever fifty-
two thousand German troops were evacuated by the end of May.

There is no accurate count or listing of the immense quantities of enemy
materiel secured. In the main valley along the Brenner Pass route, north and
south of Trento, ninety-one 88 millimeter anti-aircraft cammom, thirty-six eof

these with radar equipment, were located, At least thirty thousand rifles, eight

thousand machine pistols, two thousand machine guns, two hundred mortars, five

37 millimeter guns, four 75 millimeter howitzers , two hundred and fifty 20 mil~
Iimeter cennon and large quantities of ammunition of all types were collected.
Thousands of motor vehicles ranging in size from the flimsy littie "Volkswagong®
to large heavy trucks and prime movers, were confisceted. These vehicles were

of great use in‘tran@pofﬁing enemy personnel to the concentration areas at tlodena,
Bassano, and Ghedi, They also were used to haul Germen supplies and te coliect
ammunition dumps. In the Leke Garde area a number of submarines end motor boats
were found unharmed. The metor boats were rather interesting for they contained
heavy explosive charges and radio contrel equipment.

Many warehouses were found bulging with such items as dry goods, chinaware
cﬁﬁk;ngAuten$iﬁ » furniture, toilet articles, and other household goods., liost éf
the§e items were| of Italian manufscture but had been seized by the Germans for
their own use. German mgdicalwsupplies were placed under guard and reserved for
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Germsn use. At first, looting by civilians presented a problem but as soon as
the regiment could reach these warshouses they were parred from all persens and
placed under guard. :

The Cermans had many mercepary troops and slave laborers throughout this
area. There were (zechslovakians, Russians, Yugoskavs, Italians, Austrians, Poles,
and large numbers of Italian civilians. AlLL of these troops anc laborers were
uged es service troops. Many were required in keeping the rall lines leading
north to the Breuner Pass in operation., The civilians, now liberated, trekked to
the south in diserganized streams, riding trucks, bicycles, and walking,

The mission of the 35kst Infantry upon cessation of hostilities was to locate,
collect, and guard surrendered enemy forces preparciory te thelr evacuatien to
concentration areas in the Po Valley. The regiment also was responsible for the
evacuation of these treops. Using German and Americen trucks, convoys were made
up with Americam officers in command and normal motor movement regukstions applied.

March Tables were published that were indeed strange to Yook at. 'The issuing

headquarters was Headquarters 38ist Infantry but the march units were Germazn Units
such as the lst Para Regiment, Combatl Team Boemler, and periaps Headquarters l4th
Panzer Corps,

Occupation of towns was by company. Smaller oublying towns were occupied oy
plateoons, Motor patrols operated throughout the 35ks t Infantry zene., These
patroks went to Verona, the territory norihwest of Lake Garda, Bassane, and Vi-
cenza, Company Commanders became a numoer of ofiicials in eone person, They were
AMG officers, CIC ofiicers, town mayors, and head of tiie locak police, at tihe
seme time. Cempany L commanded by Captain Albert F. Relnwart, Jr., occupied the
city of Rovereto and its outlying communities. The story of tnis occupation is
typical of those of the other companies of the regiment.,

Captein Reinwart, an Infauntry officer, became the head sdministrator of a
city of twenty thousand persens and for three weeks ruled the town. The ksath
Panzer Corps was concentrated in the Rovereto area and numbered twenty-twe thou-
sand troops. This Corps consisted of the 306th Infantry Division, the 94th. Pan-
zer Grenadier Division, the 65th Infantry Division, the 8th Mountain Division, the
91l4th Flak Battalion, Corps Headquarters and Service Units. There weve other Ger-
man troops in this area including: The 6£6th Reilroad Bettalion, Pioneer Companies,
and $ignak Detechmwents. Captein Reinwart received daily morning reports en the
strength of these units and had three Germsn ofiicers near, but not in, his head-

quarters for liaison, In addition to the above mentioned persomnnel there wag ens

Hungarian woman, one French woman, and two Germun women, who had been working as
secretaries at tne Organization Todt Headquarters in Rovereto., These women un-
certain of their fate, wondered what would become of tiuemselves; vut they were
evacuated without ineident te tine concentration arez at iodens.

TWhile Ceptain Heinwart was acting as town eyor meny domestic provlems arese,
many of Taem boring and tedious, but not all without humor, There was the coge
in which two Italians, one owning a cow, and tine other & herse, wanted permission
te trade with each other, On another occasion an Italian requested rernission to
go‘to lilsno for the purpose of visiting his girl friend. Captain B;inwart'ﬁ
office consisted of an outer end inner office., In the outer office kis intergre-
ter handled all of the mimor civilian problems and brought the more imbartanthcnes

to Captain Reinwart for his decision.
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The warehouses in the vicinity were bulging. Three thousand swelng mechines
were located, Dunoreds of bolts of cloth and uniform msterisk, swealers, reirig-
eration units, rubber matting, and kitcherd equipment. Numerous emmunltion dumps
were placed under gusrc and twe hundred and twenty-Tfive herses were assonbred,
come of these spnimsls were mede aveileble te the civildens; especiedly those wheo
had herses stolen or killed by the Germans.

For the most part the Germans gave little trouble. A few lsolated cases cre
worthy of mention. The 94th Division billeted neer Rovereto and accupying homes
of many Itelians was erdered to move out as cirected by Regimental Hezcquerters,

- This order wes not promptly complied wiith and Captaln Reiwwert delivered tne fok—
lowing ultimatum to the Commander of that unit: “Jove your troeps inte the ilelds
immediately; if you do net do so we wikl move you, including yourself, inte the
fields", The Germans complied,

inother incident is that of the Germsn General Ihne. Ceneral Ihne had been
reported in the Rovereto area in civilian clethes hurbered by Italden civilians.
Whenr he was apprehended he objected to the treatment he receivea end saic that
a British AMG ofiicer had told him teo demand treatment Jitting hie rank. He sailc
that he wanted to see an American Colonek, The British eofficer who had given Gen-
eral Ihne this advice was located and consubted., It was true, he had telkc the
General these things; snd he further stated that he coulc not unaerstend the re-
actions of lmerfican Officers and the courtesy they used in this gitustien, He
sald it was different in the British Army; toney treatea ceptured efiicers with
the respect due| their rank. The Regimental Comuender, consulted by phoune, ssid
he was too busy| to see Gemeral Ihne, even cut of curiesity. Further, tue Genersl
would be treated "like any other Xraut in civilian clethes", . Accordingly Lieu~
tenant Fdward P. Teomey tock the General to Verona te the Army Prison Cage ana
brougnt back the fellowing receipt signed by a Staffl Sergeant: I"Recelved ef Lleu-
tenant Toomey--1 German General',

‘The largest city im the Regimentel area was Trento., Here the service elements
of the 3bkst Infantry were loculted, MNajor Charles D, Edmonson, Regimental Intel~
ligence Qfficer, established a prisoner of war cage where German stragilers and
all ether unautherized persons were collected end evacuated te the south. Through
this cage representatives of nearly all Furopean nations passed. There were Ger—
man WAC's, French Workers, Czechslovekians, Yugeslaviens, Hungarions, Austrisns,
Roumanians, and Russlaps, Because Trente is centrally located end on the mein
supply route Major William H. Klein, Regimental Supply Officer, esteblished ration,
gasokine and oilk, and clething dumps there. A theatre in Trente was requisitioned
and the Information and Fducatlen film Two Pown and One to Go" wes shown te the
Regiment. '

Farly in the menth, the 35lst Infantry took over the 10th Mountzin Division
sope which included Rake Gards and territery northwest of Verona. ©On the nerth
shors of this lagke is situated the once famous $pa, Riva. Pising sucdenly trom
the shores of ille lake and above Rive are magnificent mountains. The viste is
breath-teking Bgcause of the incredible sheerness of the towering helghts., Leke
Garda itself is'a plessant and refreshing sight and its color ranging from deép
azure to ulira marine to torqueise, and to sky blue, arrests the eye. Here in
this beautiful spot the Third Batitalion was located.
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On 30 Mey 1945 repreﬁentatxves from the Friuli Group (Ita
were made for the relief of the 35kst Infentry Regiment within the regimental wone,
The Folgore Group and Friuli Group wouka make this relief, Division Headquarters
erdered thet the relief be completed ne later than 2 June 1945,

T pheculif ety —

The Regiment has spent a mest pleasant month irn a land characterized by scenic
grapdeur; but there was also much work to be done. The evacuation of over {ifty-twe
theusand surrendered Germaps and the cellection and kisting of vast quantities of
enemy materiel was not an easy job; however it was s job weil done, which in itself,
is a testimenial of the 35kst Infantry'!'s ability to accomplish any assigned task.

W/;ML&A

rII ];,;]hiﬁ,ﬁ 3
COlQHelA Sokst Infantry,
Commanding.
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and &mﬂexy, f@r the Dolomite Aps in thi& region are among the mosﬁ be~
-mauntaimw in the workd. Regimental Headquarters was established in a
ilage of Ben Christofero, on the shores of Iake (sldonazze, For.
the yast thre@ wecks the regiment had been working vigeorously to evacuate the
thausands of murrendered enemy personnel who were concentrated in this area when
the war ended in Italy. By the first of June the greater part of this tagk had
ed and only a few scattered units remained, Advanced parties from
ore Grouph srrived on L June to discuss relief of the 35ist,
-&teﬁy Itallan troop& began replac1ng units of the reglment

In

wﬁev@@ g‘itﬁ resyonalbillty in the whole area. Aiter cancentrgtlng nearexr
to Trento for two days, the regiment moved by motor convoy on 6 June te a bivousse
ares &« few miles south of Lake Garda, in the region of Gaverdo and Selle. Light
tr&ining schedules were maintained and the troops made full use of the Regimental
beach on shores of Lske Garda while waiting for further orders. In this srea
the War Departmentts redeployment program began to teke effect on the pewrsonnel

e had £cﬂghtwtagathar thre&ghout the Po Valley offen51ve. Several hundred men

; “;avei.tc j”e Ehiteé;ﬁ&ate& for'diacharge. ﬁimultaneou&ky, new men frem other
vumits ceame bo take the ﬁ&ace of those who had Left, and gradually the regiment
began to. ehugz_w Many of the high~scors men were key men who had been with the

aet;vatien, and it became neceﬁsany to traln new Tir t Sergoant@

‘:z"ace af Mus%ollnl durlng the lak thrce jemrs of the Wax,
le. that Mussolini drove to Leke Come te meet his dezth at the
hands of the Partisans lete in April.

days in this bivovac avea z new mission was zsslgned to the 35lst

awa ‘the huge concentration cemp for surrendered enemy persermel at
: diy twelve kilometers- southeast of Brescis. The regiment

y on the morning of 11 June 1945 and went inte temporary biv-

usc near the camp end prepered to relieve the Japsnese-pmerican 442nd Infantry

Combat Team. [t that time there were spproximately sixty-five thousand Germens

iz the ares and none had yet been repetriated. The weather in the Po V;lley wais
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very het and humld, end Iiving in tents did not help it teo become more comfort-
gble for thg troops clad in woolen clothing, Put the regiment had an important
misgion te perform and the officers and men quickly oriented themselves te their
new environnent,

%%

Pellef of the 442nd wes officlally completed on X4 June and the compenies
moved their temt-camps closer to the concentration ares snd escumed full guard
‘responsibilities. The system employed to maintain security sround the encleosure
was to have ope bettsllon on gusrd, one on an alert stetus, while the third was
free for passes and recrestion., Some difficulties with the administrative Sub-
Loummand about at@yyxng of vehicles =t the main gate were quickly ironed out and
the 351st setiled down to its routine duties, Intense progreng of beautifing the
tent and bivouac aress werse initiated, largely with Germen lebor, and soon =211
kitchens wers screened, sidewalks instelled, and unit signs posted. Several
formations for the presentation of combet decorations were held, snd over four
hundred bronze stars were awarded to Lighting men of the 351st for heroism end
merit during the finsk offensive of the war. Steps were teken to indtiste an
Information end Education progrem for the enlisted men, and the compilation of
the higtory of the 35lst Infantry was begun., Enlisted men enjoyed evening passes
to Brescis and small villages in the vieinity of Chedi, while four snd seven day
pasges were allotted for plassio, Iake Como, Milano, end Lake Maggiore., Cerman
personnel proved to be falrly cooperative and docile, end no escepes were attempt.
eds Colonel WMiller senmt official congratulation to a Private in Compeny I for
refusing o i eiﬁ,a package of imerican cigarettes to a German soldier, and allk
meney wak ‘te en from the prisoners and held in custody.

And so the month of June passed quickly for the 35ist Infantry regiment.
L change from- Category II to Category IV sbruptly sltered the compositicm of the
troops and company grade officers of the regiment, For seversl weecks the 35lst
lost its low-scoie men snd recsived new men with high scores; but near the end
of the month & lgrge group of very low point men was received from the replace-
ment system, further chenging the composition of the regiment. Every possible
effort was made to keep the veneresl disease rate at & minimum, but in spite of
repeated lectures, warnings, and the installetion of prophylaxis stations through-
cut the countryside, the nmumber of infections incressed slightly. The regiment
was called upon to furmish individusis snd detuchments for specialized duty at
_verious heaﬁauart@r@, 2nd late {n the month o pletoon was sent all the way to
Velturno, near Caserta, t@»perfcrm,gumrd duty. Direct liason with MTOUSA was
initiated in view of the wide dispersion of the 88th Divigion and in conwzder-
ation of tha rigwion of the 35kst Infantry,

The closing deys of June 1945 found the 55kst Infantry Regiment still en-
geged in its noxrmal mission of guarding and securing the largest enemy concentra-
tion camp in Itamy, enduring the hot swmer sun, and living by semi-garrison
stenderds. June had been the first month in sixteen that the regiment had net
héard the. Ber an' of Germen shells and the ripping noise of their machine gung——
and the sbsence of baﬁ%ﬁe $onnda was a welcome cccurrence to all.

;:al/g()MIL&QR

Colonel, SSlst Tafs
Commanding .
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THE 55187 TNFANTRY BEGIMENT FOR THE MONTH OF JULY, 1945

HISIQRY OF.

aly 1945 found the 35lst Infantry Regiment busy continuing its
migsion of |gwarding the huge Prisoner of War Concentration Area at

- Ghedi Afrport, Italy. It was to become an uneventful, routine kind
of month, which clogely approximated the garrison-type life of any
Army installstion in the United States.

The esrlier part of the month was gpent almost entirely building
end polighing up the actual camp ares, as well as formulating more
‘workable plans for the defense of our extensive perimeter, An efiicient,
well-prepared plan resulted, incorporating searchlight batteries, scout

dog gusrd posts, and more numerous walking and stationsry guard nosts. RS
The further success of this defense was greatly aided by the construct- oy
ion of guard towers for more widespread vision, and individual sentry o=
boxes for the protection of the guards from the fervid Po Valley sunshine. = ¢
Unfortunately, this smooth running plan was short—lived, due to f;;
the regiment's being called upon to furnish rail guards in the returning o o
of repatristes to Germany, and a sécond plan had to be initiated. Fewer foa”
men were availsble for the normal Regimental Guard details since the re- 77

patriation duties required one full battalion; necessarily, the perimeter

had to be shortened. 4As a result, it was now possible to create fewer

gusrd posts), which, in turn, would allow limited recreational periods for
thoge men npt sctually performing some duty. With the attaching of the

559th Field Artillery to the POW Command, relief appeared imminent, but

their gtay was shortened by their assignment in Southern Italy of a

gimilexr misgion.

- In the meantime, the 2nd Battalion, which had been selected to
furnish the repatriation guard detail, had set up their battalion Command
Post in Verona. Rail movements hed commenced, and the battalion was
avaersging 112 duty hours per week.

Despite the manpower shoriage, and the extrs burden of guard
duty pleced upen the individusl soldier, a system was devised whereby
geven-day rest pericds could be granted at Alassio, on the Italian
Riviera, and Lake Como, near the Swiss border, for enlisted personnel,
””“E““ aggiore, end itilan for officers. -To supplement these rest periods,
s were made to the 35lst's beach srea on Leke Garda. Relief
ntense heat, through these invigorating dips in the cool waters,
{ﬁmegt ‘the sometimes sagging morale of the troops.
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W ipm ﬁ Abrams of Richmongd, Vlrglnla, selected as
g soldier of the 88th Division. As a personal token of
1 . Lt, General Truscobtt presented Sergeant Abrams with a
ifmne wrist wateh.,

The highlight of the month's routine was the arrival of the
”‘aral, Sth Army L. Genaral Lu01an K. Truscott, who,

he remaining days of July were without incident with oniy
1ling of ouwr mission continuing, The Regimental Commaunder
gnd his staf?. were kept constantly busy with the usual administrative
details, and & great many daily "checks" of the Perimeter defeuse.

The menth mede ite exit with two additional events. The

g of the former Divigion Commander, HMajor General
» Who was leaving the division to accept the duties of
t Camp Howze, Texas. In his honor, an honor guard
"ting cf one platoon from each of tne 88th Div151on'

"Thﬁ second event, was, perhaps, the most morale-
The Regiment&l Commender, Colenel Franklin P. Miller,
nad OUne é tha$ lerge numbers of low point men and officers were
o b& mmma&v bely returned to the United States. Speculation and
pant. Beoh soldier had his own ides as to what the

; 1d for him. This promige of a few months, weeks, or
even & few &t bome, before probable assignment in the Pacific
Theater, waa~juat %he»st~”x%anﬁ for which each man had prayed since

the Buropesn war's end.
T riridiler PN

FRANKLIN P. MILLER
Colonel, Infauntry,
Commanding
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