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‘During |the latter deys of June and the eerly dsys of July, the lst
Armored Division had been advencing north through the towms of Castelnuovs,
Bagno Al Marba, and Pomerance, Italy, southwest of Florence, meeting stiffen-
ing resistence|with each mile. The increasing mumber of mines and the rough-
nesg of the terrain which kept wehicles rcedbound were meking armored progress
more and more difficult.

The 88th Infantry Division relieved the lst Armored Division during the
period July 6-8. The 35lst Infantry wes originelly pleced in reserve and
later committed on the left flank of the Division, with the 2d battalion
relieving the lst Armored Infantry Regiment of the lst Armored Division on
the high ground north of the town of Montecatini the night of July 8-9. On
the same night the 3d bettalion of the 35lst Infantry edvanced, mesting no
resistance, and seized the high ground at coordinates ($8.3-51.4) at 0110 hours
9 July. The lst battalion remaired in it's location 2500 meters northwest
of the town of Saline, moterized in Division reserve.

, The Division order stated that the regiment (minus the 1lst battalien)
would edvence and seize the high ground in the vieinity of Palaia some twenty-
three kilometers due north, Compeny E, lst Armored Hegiment, e medium tank
company; Company C of the 70lst Tank Destroyer Battalion, and the Olst
Reconnaissance Syuadron were attached by the seme order., At that time, it
was anticipated that only isolated pockets of resistance would be encountered,
and that the advance would be- repid.

BATTLE OF LAIATICO

First Pay: ¢ July 1944--0On the left of the regiment wes a woodsd ridge
some five hundred feet higher thaen the ground over which the regiment was ed-
vancing. From it’s highest point, the ridge sloped downward to the north for
$500 meters ‘and ended in o draw. North of the draw, the ground sloped up very
steeply to & sharp hill some 150 feet higher then the surrounding terrain. On
the erest of the hill wes the town of Laiatico, commending the ground for e
distance of 4000 meters in every direction.

At 0400 hours the morning of the 9th, the regiment begen advancing in
a column of battaliona over rolling grain fields that hed been mowed clean.
Occasional deep drainage lines running generally east and west broke the
smoothness of the ground emd offered the only aveilable cover,

The 91lst Reconneissance Sguedron wes given the mission of covering the
left flank, and as an added precaution, the 2d battalion was echeloned eight
hundred yards to the left rear of the 3d battalion.

The 2d |battalion was advancing with two companies sbreest (Compeny B
on the right end Company F on the left), each company in a column of platoons.
GCompanies G H followed im that order merching in a column of twe's behind
Company E et a!distance of two hundred yards. As Company B reached (37,0-33,8)
-with Compeny H at (%7.5-5%.2), heavy rifle and mechine gun fire was received
on the left flenk from the vieinity of (36,8-33.5). At the same time, two
enemy flerer (a white flare followedlby s green one) were fired near the
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suspected enemy strongpoint. In a very short time an enemy ertillery concen-
tration fell on the 2d battelion,

The 2d battalion wes temporerily split into two parts with Companies
E end F in the drew at (57,0-53,7) end Companies G and H south of them. The
battelion commander was somewhat rattled at the time, due to the fact that he
hed only recently joined the battelion——-this being his first combat operation.
However, the regimental commander, who was present with a smell command group,
" bolstered the pattalion commander by personally siding in reorganizing the
troops and ur%ing them forward to clear the enemy strongpoint on the left flank.

In meantime, lst Lieutenant Fostér C. Burch, Company H mortar
.platoon leader, bad set up three 8lmm mortars in the draw at (57.2-35.5).
Within a short time the first morter round was placed for adjustment. From his
mortar observation post, Lieutenant Burch, slthough exposing himself to fire,
could not observe the enemy mechine guns due to their flashless and smokeless
powder. Ceptain Redosevich, Commending Officer of Company F, by SCR 300 redio,
sided in directing the morter fire from his forwerd position. The regimentsal
commander, who was with Lieubenant Burch at the time, spotted about a platoon
of Germans withdrawing elong & road. Morter fire was immedietely placed in
that vicinity ceusing several Germen cesualties.

: In the meantime, it was discovered that the SCR 610 radio belonging

to the battalion artillery lieison officer was withoul zn asrial and ineffective.
The redio of the regimental artillery liasison officer had been demolished
eerlier that morning when his "Jeep" hed struck a mine, thus leaving.the regi-
ment without artillery support. However, by moving the regimental SCR 300
set, of the command group, to the top of a knoll, contact was gained with the
" 1st battalion, in Division reserve southeast of Montecatini, Through the lst
battalion asrtillery lisison officer, the 913th Field Artillery Battalion was
contacted and soon artillery concentrations were placed in the area of the
German strongpoint,

‘ Comp G was ordered by the battalion commender to move to the rear,
around the south slopes of the hill mess =t (56.8-32.5) and swing west in =
flenking movement, while Company F executed = holding attack. After receipt

of the order, the company commender of Company G, Captain Noon, hed difficulty
moving pert of his compeny from & diteh located at (36.3-33.3) where the men
had teken cover. The regimental commander could observe the slownesz with
which the compeny wes accomplishing the maneuver from his location on the high
ground north of the diteh., Together with the 2d battalion 8-3, he moved about
five bundred yards over open terrain to the ditch, receiving mechine gun and
sniper fire along the,route~-several sniper bullets kicking up dirt around

his feet. Re-energized by the regimental commender, the company crossed the
hill mass in short order amd, taking advantege of the cover and defilade beyond,
was soon enveloping the right flank of the German strongpoint—sa great surprise .
to the Germans. In moving eround for this maneuver, it was lmpossible tc secure
concealment in traversing the hill mass without countermarching a grezt distance
to the east. The hill mess itself was exposed to sniper fire. Since speed wss
- of the utmost importance, Company G infiltrated, on the run, in small groups
-:ground the east shoulder of the hill, receiving spasmodic sniper and machine
‘gun fire but suffered no casualties. The Germans, in spite of their excellent
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observation on_all movements did not, however, anticipate the maneuver,

Upon completing the movement over the hill mass, Captain Noon,
quickly reorgznized his compeny and moved oubt with two platoons ebreast;
one in support... Each asseult platoon was deployed in a skirmish line
with two squeds in the assault. The route chosen took the company along
the wooded slopes of the ridge rumning through the town of Oreiatico,

Then, Ceptein Noon turned northeast to strike the right flenk of the German
 strongpoint. One section of light machine guns from the weaspons platoon

was emplsced on the Bigh ground covering the advance by rapid coverhead fire.
The Germans were im position in the viecinity of three houses located on
comnanding ground, providing excellent observelion as well as a good defensive
position. The appearance of company G on the flank and rear of their
strongpoint. created penic among the Germesns. Two groups were guickly
surrounded and ceptured—one group of twenty-seven and one of twenty-three.
Eight Germans were killed in the action.

; Comp G completed "mopping-up" operations at 1130 hours and hastily
reorganized. The sdvance of the bettalion was then continued with Company
G moving forward to (36.%-34.8), sideslipping to the esst in front of companies
E and F. Company E moved to (56.4-34.6) going into battalion reserve in that
location. Companies E and G received very heavy artillery fire at this
location which halted their advence. The terrsin comtinued to be open,
rolling terrein consisting mainly of mowed grain fields. The German artillery
fire was systematically covering sll drainage lines—the only cover avsilable.

In the meantime, the 3d basttalion was sdvancing in & column of com~ °
penies in the order: Company I, Company L, Compeny M end Company K. At
(37.3-35.8), shortly after the 2d battalion was fired upon, Company I
adveneing with two platoons ebreast in the esseault, received rifle and maechine
gun fire from the front and left flenk. Due to lack of cover and concealment,
as well es the excellent enemy observation from the high ground, Company I
waes unsble to advance. The battaelion commander immediately ordered Company X
to move a@long a stream bed south of the hill on which Company I hed been halted
to (38.5-36.4) thence to swing northwest to capture the hill mass st (37.8-36.9).
This mission was accomplished sgaeinst light opposition, placing Company K in a
. good pogition to execute a flanking movement sgeinst the enemy strongpoint
confronting Company I, However, as the scouts of the company come under ob-
servation on the forwsrd slopes of the hill, they were met by heavy machine gun
and ertillery fire, some of it flat trajectory fire from self-propelled guns.

- Upon reeching the summit of the hill, the assault platoon (lst platoon)
of Company K was pinned down by intense mechine gun and rifle fire. The terrain,
a newly mown field with haystacks widely scattered, afforded little or no cover.
S/Sergeant Geelan of the first pletoon, voluntarily worked his way forward
under the withering fire 1o gain better observatiom. Crawling some seventy-five
yards to a haysteck, he saw several ememy riflemen spproaching the same stack,
from the opposite direction. Moving to the left Side of the haystack, he killed
three Germans with his M-1 rifle., Approximately one hundred yerds further to
the left, a force of enemy was observed slowly adveancing toward the platoen

5 :positibn to flank it from thet direction. 5/Sergeant Geelan opened fire on these
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enemy , killing five and forcing the remaimder to withdraw. This action was

ingtrumental in allowing the first platoon to continue to work it's way for-
werd eround the crest of the hill down the forward slope where it was halted
egein by hesvy small arms and ertillery fire.

" The terrain was flat and devoid of cover except for an irrigation gditeh
approximately one hundred ysrds to the rear. When the enemy placed a heavy
concentration of mortar fire in the vicinity, the company commander of Company
K, Captain Marks, realizing the exposed position, ordered the platoon to withe-
draw to the ditgh, Private First Class Wright and his BAR team were loft to
cover the wi awal of the platoom. As the platoon began the withdrawal,

- both the assistant BAR man and the ammunition bearer were wounded by a mortar
shell. Privete First Class Wright contimed to cover the withdrawal of the
platoon until his amminition was exheusted, at which time he ran twenty yards
to where the assistant BAR men lay wounded, took his ammunition end continued
to fire until the whole platoon had reached the ssefety of the diteh.

The lesding elements of Company K were now approximstely seven hundred
yards to the right front of the Company I positions, with Company I in reserve
on the reverse slope of the hill south of the Company I position. Five medium
tenks were moved forward to join Compsny K, two going into position on the
hill and three in the stream bed on the right flank. When the situation and
dispositions were explained to the regimental commender, the 5d battalion was
ordered to reorganize and dig in. The battalion continued to receive heavy
ertillery fire, particularly on the Company X positions.

Just at dusk, the Germans countersttacked Company K with a force of
.approximetely sixty men advancing toward the company from it's left front and
flank, By relay from the SCR 300 radio of the company commander of Company X
to the battelion commander, thence to the supporting artillery, 915th Field
Artillery Battalion, by the battalion lieison officer, heavy artillery con-
centrations wereg placed in end among the advencing Germen troops. In addition

! long range machine gun fire from one platoon of Company M in support of

' Company K, was also pleced on the Germans. The counterattack was repulsed
well outside of the Compeny K position. Meny German casialties were created
by the artillery fire, end the German forces withdrew hastily with nuch con-
fusion.

The battelion commander of 3d battslion had been wounded in the arm
earlier in the morming by shell fragments, but remained with the battzlion
untild that evening, ascertaining that the battalion executive officer, Captain
Ayres s was well a.cciualn'ted with the situation before assuming commend,

The 24 battal:.on hed continued the atback with two companies abreast
(F and G). Threc tanks accompanied by the same number of tank destroyers,
attempted to work up the draw at (37.0-55.4) but were stopped by artillery fire.
In the meentime, the 2d battalion was subjected to heavy artillery, mortar,
machine gun, and sniper fire from the ridge at (36.0-36.0) making it impossible
. to advance without suffering heavy casualties. Comsequently, the battalion
I was orde red to dig in, reorganize and hold generally elong the high ground
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During the evening, artillery fire was placed continuously on the
known enemy positions in front of the 2d and 3d bettalions. Two companies
of chemical mortars from the 84th Chemicsl Battalion had moved into position
during the sfternoon to support the regiment and joined their fires with
thet of the artillery.

The sttached company of tenks had experienced grest difficulty during
the day due to the extensive mine laying of the enemy and did not overtake
the esdvance Infantry elements until late in the afternocon. Six tanks were
lost to mines before the regimental anti-tank mine platoon joined the tank
- company to remove mines along the route of march and expedite its progress.
Hed a few tanks been present when the 2d battalion received fire on its
left flank earlier in the day, the enemy strongpoint could have been liguidated
without deley. However, the regiment was deprived of important fire power
throughout most of the day. ’

The regimental commander made plans for the contimastion of the attack
at 2230 hours, but after a telephone conversation with General Sloan, the
Division Co der, temporarily suspended plams pending the arrival of
Brigadier General Kendall, Assistant Division Commander, with ingtructions.
Both battelions were slerted for an attack at any time during the night.

Casuglties for the dagy:

od Bn 3d Bn
Killed - i8
Wounded 42 28

Second Day: 10 July 1944— At 0240 hours, First Lieutenant Bodie,
lisison officer of this regiment with the 350th Infantry, reported that the
850th was plonning an atteck at 0500 hours July 10th. As a result, orders
were issued by the regimental commander to the 2d end 3d battalions to plan
an atteck at the same time., Since the Assistant Division Commender hed not
arrived at the command post, it was presumed that he hed been unable to locate
it during the night and that the division would probebly launch a coordinsted
attack with both regiments. However, sbout 15 minutes prior to the set
"jump—off" time, wire communications, which had been out 211 during the night,
due to heavy ertillery fire, were reestsblished with the division commsnd post,
and the regimentsl commander was ordered to hold in present positions due to
a8 counterattack threat which had developed on the division left flank, A
Division Artillery Air Observation Post had reported enemy troops detrucking
in the zone of the 54th Division on our left flank, a dangerous threat due to
the fact that the 34tk had been unable to keep sbreast. However, the expected
counterattack did not msterislize and the regiment was ordered st 0805 hours
to continue the attack with battalions sbreasst at 0900 hours.

, The %d battelion leunched its attack on time, with Company I moving
forward to close the four hundred yard gep which existed between Compeany I
and Company K (Compeny K was four hundred yerds forwerd)., Initially, the

" advance waes rapid, but after moving some three hundred £ifty yards to the
“forward slopes of the hill at (37.5-36.2), heavy mortar, artillery, and

self-propelled gun fire fell upon them causing severe casusities. Captain

.
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Glen H. Erickson, leading the asssuli of his compeany, was killed. The men
dug in hastily and remained in position receiving long range sniper fire and
intermittent artillery throughout the deay.

b The 2d battalion was more successful in.its attack. 2t EH hour,
srtillery concentrations were placed at (36i8-85.7) - (37.3-35.7) and
(35.6-35,7). This fire, supplemented by the chemlcal mortars, was lifted
to the high ground in the vieinity of Leiatico, continuing there throughout
the attack. Advencing in a column of compenies, a gain ol more than one
thousand yards was made before the companies were halted in the following
positions by heavy artillery end small arms fire: Company G (36.2~35.7),
Company F (55.2-55.9), Company E (35.5-35.0) and Comwpeny H (55.2-35.5).

Due to the lack of cover or conceslment, it was impossible to muneuver from
these positicns. Tenks were ordered forward to assist in the attacic, but
did not arrive until nightfall. TUpon arrival they went into position behind
Company G, remaining there without firing.

The Leistico hill mass now confronting the 24 battelion (hills £14
and 196) presented a seriocus obstacle to our edvance, Since it provided
such excellent defensive positions es well as almost uniimited observetion,
it wag without doubt the key point of the enemy's defense and must be
liguidated before the advance of the regiment, as well es of the division,
could be continmed.

At 1720 hours, the 2d battalion sgain resumed the attack, the battalion
commander: believing that the heavy artillery fire had softened the resistance.
Company G held while compsany F moved to the west to flank the enemy strongpointg
Progressing satisfactorily with two plstocns in the assault, Compeny F ceme
abreast of Company G. There the company was subjected to intense sriillery,
machine gun, and sniper fire, helting its advence at (36,0-35.4). On a treil
leading up to this position, two booby traps were set off by the sdvencing
troops, slightly injuring one man--the first reported instence of eny men of
the regiment being wounded timsly.

The lst battalion (minus Compeny B) was released to the regimentfrom
division reserve at 1100 hours on this dute. Company B was held in the vic-
inity of Montecatini to protect the division left flank snd provide security
for the division commsnd post. The battulion moved by truck tc the rosad
junction at|(38.8-28.9) detrucking there at 1600 hours. The movement was
completed by merching to ($6,8-31.8) where, upon arrival at 1800 hours, the
battelion wrnt into an assembly area &s regimental reserve.

Ggsualties for the day:

lst Bn 24 Bn 3d Bn
Killed & 5 13
- Wounded 15 24 45

Third Day; 11 July 1944——The burden of the action wes borne by the
.1st battelion on this day. It was ordered by the Commanding General to move
gt 0900 hours, selze the roed junction southwest of Laiatico st (35.0-36.5) and
dispatch reconnaissance patrols from that point to the road junetion R50C meters
. _6 .
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to the northwest to contect the 34th Division. The lst battalion (minus
Company B) moved out on time, advencing under cover on the eastern slope
of the ridge line rumning through the town of Orciatico. The move was
unopposed and the battalion secured the designated rcad junction at 1200
hours by occupying the high ground at (34.8-36.4). A reconnaissance
patrol, which was dispatched at once to contact the 34th Division, reached
_the previouwsly designated conbact point, finding neither the enemy nor the
54th Division.

At 1630 hours the lst battelion from its position on the high ground
was subjected to a counterattack by an estimsted German company advancing
southwest from the drews in the vicinity of (34.5-36.6). Our artillery
concentrations, together with long-~range rifle and machine gun fire, repitlsed
the eounterattack before it hed reached the lst battelion positiong—
inflicting heavy casuslties on the enemy. Under cover of & Red Cross flag,
German aid men |spent an hour retrieving their dead and wounded.

A1l day of the 1lth, the 2d snd 3d battelions remained in position
under long range fire of smell arms as well as artillery, mortar end self-
propelled gun fire, At 1800 hours, an undetermined number of Infantry,

- pupported by one Germen tank, countersttacked Company K. This attack was
. broken up by artillery snd small srms fire, but had reached our outpost
line before being repulsed. ,

During the day, plans were made by the regimental commander for a
night attack by the lst battalion from its flanking position, on the Leiatico
hill mess—the 2d and 3d battelions holding in position. H hour was set st
0300 hours. During the late afternoon, the Assistant Division Commander
visited the command post, approved the plan of attack, and remained for the
night to follow the progress of the 1lst battalion.

Casualties for the day:
ist Bn 2d Bn 33 Bn

Killed i 7 1
Tounded 22 12 18

Fourth Day; 12 July 1944— Prior to H hour, Cowpany B was returned to
the 1lst battalion. The gttack "jumped off" on schedule with Company C in the
lead of a colunn of compeniss., After an advence of five hundred yards, Company
C was fired upon from both flenks by German machine guns. An enemy stromgpoint
had been penetrsted, byt due to heavy flanking mechine gun fire, Company G
was unsble to advance or exploit the penetration. The men of the company beceme
widely dispersed and mot under good control. The battalion commander then sent
Company B around the left flenk, across the Laiatico road to outflank the re-
sistance confronting Compamy C. However, the maneuver wes not pushed and
-daylight found the battelion disposed as follows: Company C (55.2—56.6),

Company B (54.7-56.6) and Company A in reserve at (55,0-56.3). As daylight

came, the enemy artillery fire incressed in tempo and intensity since the

 battelion was under direct observation from Laiatico, Due to the fact that the

troops on our left were not sbreast of our regiment, artillery fire wss received

by the lst battalion from their left resr, a demorslizing direction, as well as
- :
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from ezienur gun areas north of Laietico.

If the 1lst battalion hed pushed forwerd sggressively instead of pro-
ceeding with undue caution, it is believed thet the Lelatico hill mess cculd
have been flanked and ceptured in this night attack. As it occurred, day-
light came with the battalion under direct enemy observation, resulting in
sustained enemy artillery fire throughout the day.

Both épmpanies B and C were unsble to either advence or withdrew since
one movement was as exposed as the other., The compeny commander of Company

c together-wi{h geveral key non-commissioned officers became casualties,
causing the company to become badly digorganized. That night under cover of
derkness, the battelion withdrew a short distance to covered positions and

reorganized. :

The 2d end 3d battelions remzined in position throughout the day,
reorganizing, recomnoitering emd patrolling the terrain to the front.
Intermittent small arms, mortar, snd artillery fire was received, The town
of Laietico and the slopes of the hill surrounding it were given a heavy
pounding by our own artillery. The chemical mortars kept the dreaws under
constent fire with bobth high explosive and white phosphorous.

The 91lst Division was moved into the gep between the 88th and 34%h
Divisions, during the day, but remained sbout six thousend yards to our left
rear. . Two platoons of the 88th Reconmnaissance Troop had relieved the 3lst
Reconnaissance Squedron end were charged with the mission of protecting our
left flank, as well as mainteining contact with the Slst Division.

During the afternoon,.the regimental commander held a conference at
the regimentsl commend post. with th battalion commenders. Tentative plens
were made fortg night attecx subject to syprovel of higher hesdquarters. At
sbout 2100 hours, Brigadier General Kendall arrived with the division plens,
and the battaﬁion’commanders were recalled to the command post to receive
orders. The regiment would attack at 0300 hours, 13 July with two battalions
gbresst in the assault. The 1lst babttaiion would assemble in regimental
reserve, protect the left flank, and be prepared to relieve either the 2d

"or %d battalicn on their cbjective so thet either might continue to the final
objective, the high ground north of Leiatico. The 2d battalion would attaeck
generglly north, gieze hill 214, end continue the attack to capture Laistico
gnd hill 196 as the first objective. 3d battalion would attack to the north-
west and seize the ridge projecting east from Lalabico as its first objective.
Both assault battslions would be prepared to complete the regimental mission
by capturing the high ground north of the town. The battelion to first
accomplish its initial mission, would be given the mission of teking the &d
cbjective. Company €, 760th Tank Battelion (medium), was attached to the
regiment for this operation, in addition to the tank ccmpeny eslready attached.
No artillery preparation was plamned for the attack in order not to destroy
 the surprise effect. At H hour, three successive 10 mirute concentrations
| ‘employing both light and medium ertillery =nd chemcisl mortars were plennete-
" the chemicel mortars firing two rounds of white phosphorous to each round of
high explosive.
i -8
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The attack was launchbed on time., The %d bebttalion proceeded with
greatest possible speed from its location, sdvencing in a column of companies
in the order L, I, M, and K. Initielly, resistance from one machine gun and
& few snipers was received, but these were by-passed. Company L moved for-
ward closely behind the supporting artillery fire ( fifty to one hundred
yards at times) et a rapid rate of speed. Company I wes unsble to meintain
the pece, falling back spproximetely two humdred yards. The battalion,commander,
 Captain Ayres, left his position with the leading elements to ascertzin theot
Company I would not become lost. As an aid in maintaining direction, the
91sth Field Artillery Battslion fired ome round of white phosphorous every
fifteen minutes upom the 3d battelion objective. Interspersed among the white
phosphorous were high explosive rounds to prevent the enemy from suspecting
the purpose of the white phosphorous.

Company IL| advenced rapidly over the rolling terrain, by-passing small srms
fire of the enemy ocutposts, knifing into the defensive positions slong the
ridge projecting emst from Leietico (their first objective), penetrating es
far as the battalion commend post of the 1060th Penzer Grenadier Regiment,
and overrumning numbrous morter positions. A few shots were exchenged, but
the majority of the Germsns, huddled in dugouts and caves to escape the
artillery fire, were panic stricken and surrendered without resistence., In
the ensuing action, a Grenedier Battalion Commander end Major Fsbian, the
combat team commander, were killed by hand grenades thrown into the command
post by a sergeant (squad leader) of the first platoon of Company L. Confusion
was so grect among the Germans that over 100 prisoners were taken without
the loss of a single Americzn soldier killed. Not reelizing thet our soldiers
could have penetrated so deeply into their positiocn, Germsn messengers and
command post personnel eontinued to report to the command post, snd, of course
were killed or captured by members of the &d battelion now cccupying the
building. By following the artillery so closely, Company L hed prevented the
Germens from getiing set in prepared defensive positions before our doughboys
reached them.

Since deylight was repidly approaching, the battalion commander ordered
that reorgsnization of cocmpanies be ingtituted with greatest possible speed
_ prepsratory to continuing the attack westwerd slong the ridge toward Laistico.
A captured Germsn battalion surgeon snd his asssistant immedistely set to work
aiding in the 'Tvacuation of both Germsn and American wounded,

- In the | meantime, the sttack of the 2d battelion was proceeding with
similar success. At H hour, company E on the left and Company G on the right
(the asseult companies) moved et & double time from their positions on the ridge
south of hill 214, down the forward slope of the ridge and up the southern
slopes of hill 214, These groups, too, were following the supporting artillery
fire at en unusuelly close distence. Company F in support followed Company G.

Moving with two platoons sbresst, each with two squads deployed in
skirmigh line, Company G reached the suumit of hill 214 et 0320 hours. This
hill, which hed proven to be an insurmounteble obsbacle in the daylight attecks,
was captured with comparative esse., Here, also, due to the intense ertillery
fire which lifted only e very short time before the arrivel of Compeny G, the

-
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enemy was prevented from occupying the extensively prepered defensive positiocns
elong the terraces of hill 214, The muchly surprised Germens were routed from
dugouts, foxholes and houses.

. However, resistance wes not sbsolutely nil on hill 214 es evidenced by
the following eceount of the setions of T/Sgt Greiner, plctoon leader of 23
platoon of Compeny G in the attack. While advencing up the slopes of hill
214, fire was received on the right flank from several mutually supporting

' machine guns deeply entrenched in prepared positions and covered by machine

pistols. Sergeant Greiner secured two additionel grenades, having had two

in his possession, and by .a torturous process of crawling into the face of
crossfire of the enetiy mechine guns, reached the terrace just beneath one of
them, While still receiving fire from the other position, he threw two
grensdes into the machine gun position sbove him, a distance of some twenty
feet, He then asssulted the emplacement snd found three deed and cne severely
wounded Germen| there, A German heavy machinegun on a higher terrsce opened
fire. Sgt GreLner moved to a position on the flank of the newly located
machine gun position., After considersble crawling end creeping, he wus eble

to reach a point close enough to throw his remsining grensdes into that position.
Asseulting the position, he found one enemy dead ond two severely wounded. The
men of Sergeant Greinert's platoon then rushed the few remaining machine gun
positicng, succeeding in knocking them out--thus allowing the platoon to

move on and assist in teking the company objective.

For the first time in the campaign, considersble bayonet fighting
tock place, during the advance of Company G. Sergeant Mericle baoyoneted
two Germans &s they leaped at him from concesled positicns. One German
soldier succeeded in wresting the rifle and beyonet from Private First
Class Mertinez and was beginning to beyonet him before Sergeant Greiner

- shot and kllled the German.

During the attack, communieation by SCR 300 redio was maintained
by the Compeny Commander of Compeny G with the battalion commande r, as well
as with Company E on its left and Compeny F to its resr, The SCR 536 net

.from company to platoon was not opersting due to malfuncticns of three of the

sets. This had been the case thruughout our campaign dn Italy. The SCR
536 radio had been unsetisfactory from the beginning, due to the fact thet

" it wes too fragile to survive the rough treestment given by the rifle pletoons.

Captain Noon, Commanding Officer of Company G, utilized runners to maintein
contact with his platoons-~—exbhanging runners ss the compeny reached its
first objectlvé. _

After posting security to the front and flhnkb, reorgenizetion was
begun immedistely. The one hundred and forty prisoners of war which had
been captured were dispatched to the rear.

Meanwhile, Compsny E was experiencing ropid success in reaching its

“firsgt objective. Employing a formation similer to thet of Company G, the

compeny crossed its line of departure at a double time following closely
+the pre-arranged artillery concentrations. By 0340 hours the first objective

-had been reached and ome hundred thirty-five prisoners of war taken from the
dugouts and houses where they were huddled to escape the artillery fire.

Sy T



Many of the Germans were suffering from white phosphorous burns inflicted
by our chemical morters. Also, the high explosive artillery shell hed teken
a considersble|toll.  The resistance encountered by Compeny E within its
zone was much less thah that encountered by company G, the German outpests
probably having been necutraslized by the artillery and morter fire. On hill R14
. the company reorgsnized as the platoon of tanks from Compeny C, 76Gth Tenk
Battalion inched . its way forwerd around the left flenk of the battelion
 having been delayed by an enemy anti-tenk mine field.

The first machine gun plstoon of Company H, commended by T/Sgt
McCormick, was attached to Compsny E for this operation. As the crest of
hill 214 wes reached, Sgt. McCormick placed his guns in a firing position
and himself went forward to the leeding rifle platoon to get the situation
first hand. A deep diteh which ran laterslly scross the objective wes being

mopped up by the leading elementis of companies E end G. He began reconnoitering

for a machine gun position slong e sunken roed lesding into Laistico in crder
to deliver fire on enemy sutomstic weapons firing south along the rozd.
Sergeant McCormick noticed a large cave with a blackout curtain on the front
at a trail junction nearby. At the same time, Lieutenani Sutker, of Company
G, while moving along the sunken road in the direction of Leistico was shot
in the back and killed by small srms fire coming from the direction of the
cave. Seeing this, Sgt. McCormick ran to the mouth of the eave, tossed in
two hand grenades, the first of which did not explode, and sterted firing
rgpid fire intb the cave with his carbine, shouting for the occupants to
surrender or die. A large amcunt of shuffling was heard within the cave,
together with lowd noises similer to thet mede when a rifle is thrown or
dropped to the ground. Then,in single fit#, fifty-two Germans moved out

of the cave with their hands high in the air yelling "Kamerad". Strangely
enough, none of the Germens were killed by the explosion of the fragmentation
- grenade——two were walking wounded. S/Sergeent Perrault, (Canedion~French)

g mschine gun section lesder of Sgt. MeCormicks platoon, who hed joined

him just prior tc the surrender of the Germans, discovered = German who

could gpeak the French language and relayed instructions to the priscners

to form quickly for movement to the rear.

At daylight, Lieutensnt Buzick rejoined his mechine gun platoon,
assuming commend from Sergeent McCormick. One machine gun section was em-
placed on either side of hill 214, On the western slope a German mechine
gun firing from the roof of a house was neutrelized by the west machine
gun section., Several Germen riflemen, in position, fled behind 2 haystack
as the machine gun fire of Lieutenant Buzick's left section begen striking
close by. The pletoon of medium tenks of Compsny C, 760th Tenk Bettalion,
operating con the left flank of the 2d battelion, had reached the vieinity
and immedistely placed two rounds of high explosive into the hoystezck
killing three Germans behind it. The other Germens fled into two houses
nearby which were immediately demolished by accurste tank fire,

At OBO‘ hours, Cempanies E and G had completed reorganization end
began edvancing towserds their second objective--the high ground north of
‘Laiatico.  Compeany F which had been advancing in & column of platoons,
“eomtinued to follow Compeny G, moving along the eastern edge of the towm,
-mopping up isclated pockels of resistence, by-passed by the ssssulting
elements. Near the northern edge of town, sniper fire was received by
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Company F from the right flenk. Sergesnt Androwski of the first platoon, an
expert fifleman, picked of{ two of the snipers wrbh an M~1 rifle at 750 yal*ds,

causing the others to withdraw,

By 1100 hours, the 2d and 3d battalions had advanced three hundred
yards north of Laiatico emdwers halted in thet positicn duc to heavy ertillery,
mortar and machine gun fire. Companies E and G were sbreast west of the
Laiatico roasd with F Company in reserve in the northern outskirts of town.

In the meantime, the 3d battelicn had edvanced up the "finger" ridge
extending east Laigtico, meeting steadily increasing resistance from German
troops in secondary defensive positions,reaching = point five hundred yaxds
east of the town at 1100 hours. At this time, the battalion was forced to
advance over open ground devoid of cover and as a result, received intense,
accurste ertillery fire which halted its movement. At 1130 hours, two tanks
arrived at the 34 batbtelion position to support the attack, The remainder of
the medium tank platoon was disebled due to mechenical failure.

After reconnsissance, the 3d battelion commander, Captain fyres decided
to continue the gttack at 130C hours with the lst objective as the high ground
at (%5.5-37.7). The battalion would asdvence in a column of compenies in the
order I~ I - and K., Company M would suppert the attack by establishing a base
of fire on the "finger" ridge. The tanks would move along the left flank of
Company I near the eastern outskirts of Laietico.

By 1530 hours the 3d battalicn had reached its first objective, cut
‘the roed running north of Leiatico, and estcblishéd cuntact with the 2d battalion,
At thet time, the heaviest enemy artillery barrege experienced since this
regiment had entered combat, fell on the tewn of Laiatico and the northern
outskirts thereof. Included in the shelling were nebelwerfers (Scresming
Meemies) fired firom three directioms-north, northeest and northwest--mede
possible for the Germans, due to the sdvanced position of the regiment in
" reference to elements of the right and left. The heavy shelling continued
throughout the afternoon snd evening, and coupled with heavy enemy gun fire,
prevented the advance of either of the sssault battalions.

" The 1st battalion, during the morning, was moved from its loest:on
et the left rear.of the &d battalion to a reserve position at (56.5-37.2)

since the left flank was secured by ocur excellent observetion to the northwest.

As the 24 battelicn moved, four tenks joined them, assisting im mopping up

small pockets of enemy resistance which had been by-passed. Forty-two Germans

were captured and several more killed by Company A, which wes the leading

compeny .

Al dsy long, .groups cof from tem to one hundred Germans were observed
withdrawing to the north from forward observation posts and heavy fire was
placed on them, inflicting = high number of cesualties. However, the German
rear guard resisted stubbornly and together with the artillery fire prevented
our movement forward. ,

This dsy had been one of the most victorious days in the history of the

regiment, It is believed that the 1080th German Regiment was desiroyed completely
iy 2
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along with some compsnies of the 1059th., The fifth compeny of the 105%th
was sttempting to make & relief at the timne of the attzck and were captured
almost intact. Lerge numbers of small arms and other eguipment were captured
together with one 75mm anti-tank gun and one truck destroyed. When mopping
up operations were completed st the end of the day, four hundred twenty-five
prisoners had been dispatched to the prisoner of wer inclosure. German
casualties were eptimeted as at least three hundr'ed killed or wounced.

it 2400 houre th:Ls 13th day of July, the attack was continued to
seize the high ground at (35.5-38.7) completing the capture of the Laiabtico
hill mass——the regimentel objective, The attack was launched with two
 battalions ebreast-+-one on either side of the rosd running north from
Leiatico. The lst battalion in reserve, remained on the high ground in the
vicinity of Lalatico. At nightfell, the Germen rear guard had evidently
withdrawn, as no resistance wus encountered in the attack. The enemy artillery
had dwindled to normal harassing fires. By 0500 hours both assault battalions
hed teken end secured their respective cbjectives.

Casualties for the day:

lst Bn 24 Bn %d Bn
Killed 2 5 9
Wounded 8 2 4

The totel casualties for the regiment during the Lelatico offensive
beginning from the tovm of Montecatini totaled seventy-seven killed and
three hundred twenty wounded., lost of the missing subsequently returned to
their units.

However, with the reduction of this key point of the German defense
line, the entire Division was 2ble to resime its advance, continuing for =
distance of approximetely eleven kilometers before serious resistance was zgain
encountered. The vaine of a night attack, well-planned snd aggressively
. executed was clearly demongtrated. Speed and the uwtilization of close
1 artillery sup; ,ort were established as the criteria for success. The fear

of the Germans for the desdly white phosphorous shell of our chemical mortars -
wag apparent.
/0

%ﬁ%’w. HOBSON, &K,

, _ Mejor, 35lst Infantty
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