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I the latbr days of June and the evrly daya of JuLy, the 1st 
Arm& Divb l  n had been advancing north -h the  t o m  of Castslnucsa, 

I Bagrdo AI Marba end Pomeranae, Italy, southmst of Florence, meting stiffen- i ing resistance with each mile. The increasing number of mines and the rough- 
ness of the t e r r b  which kept vehicles roe&& were making armored progress 
more and more d i f f  ioult .  

Tim 88th Infantry Division relieved the 1st &omd Division during the 
period July 6-8. T h e  351st Infantry was originelly placed i n  reserve and 
Later committed on the l e f t  flank of the  Division, with the 2.d battalion 
relieving the 1st Armored Infantry Regiment of the 1st Azmored Division on 
the high grow& north of the town of Monfeoatini the night of July 8-9. On 
the sane night the 33 battalion of the 3 5 h t  Infentry advtcnced, mwting no 
resistance, end seieed thn, high g r d  a t  coordinates (58.3-51.4) a t  0lJ.0 hours 
9 July. T h e  3.8% battalion remained i n  itls location 2500 meters northwest 
of the town d Saline, motorized i n  Division reserve. 

The Division or- stated t h a t  the m g h e n t  (minus the 1st battalion) 
would edvaace and mize  the high ground in the vicinity of Palaia some twenty- 
three kilometera dae north. Corngag E, l8t Armored Regiment, a medium tank 
company3 Company C of the 701st Tank I)eHtroge~ Battalion, and the  9Lst 
Reoonnaissance F%padron wexe attached by the seme order. A t  tha t  time, it 
Was ant idpa te  that only isolated pock& of redstance would be encountered, 
& t ha t  the $vanw would be rapid. 

FLrst Day; 9 July 1%- the  left of the  regiment WBS a wooded ritlge 
soma flva hurdred fwt higher thaa the ground over which the regbent  nos ad- 
vanchg. From i t %  highest point, the riage sloped domwardl t o  the north f o r  
5590 meters'and sndea i n  a *aw. North of the draw, the g r d  sloped up very 
steeply t o  a sharp h i l l  some 150 f e e t  higher than the surrounding terrain. On 
the  arest  of the h%l.laas the term of Laiatico, commanding the ground f o r  a 
distnnce of 4000 meters i n  evem direetioa. 

A t  OaOQ haws tb morning of the Sth, the regiment began advancing i n  
a aolnmn of battalions over roll ing grain f i e lds  tha t  had been mowed clean. 
Occawioad deep drainage Lines running generally eas t  and west broke the 
amoothne8s of the grouml and offered the only aveilable cover. 

I The 91et Reeoaniaissance Squadron w a s  g iwn the mistaion of oovering the 
Laft flank, end as e8 added precaution, the 2d battsl ion was echeloned eight  
hundLBd yards t o  the left rear of the 3d battalion. 

I w a s  advancing with two companies abreast ( ~ o n ~ e n y  $ 
F on the l e f t ) ,  each company i n  a column of platoons. 
ia t ha t  order marahing i n  a column of twls behind 
two hundred yerds. A s  Company l3 reached (37.0-S.8) 

~ 5 t h  Cmgeng B a t  (57.5-5&.2), heavy rifle and machine gun f i r e  w a s  received 
on the l e f t  flank from the vioinity of (36.8-53.3). ~t the same time, two 
enemy flarws,(a white f l a r e  followed by a green one) were f i r ed  near the 
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suspected enemy strongpoint. In  a vary short time an enemy a r t i l l e ry  concen- 
t r a t i d  f e l l  on the 2d battalion. 

The 2d battalion was temporarily s p l i t  in to  two par ts  with Companies 
E ead F i n  the draw a t  (97.0-55.7) end Companies G and H south of them. The 
battalion commander w a s  somewhat r a t t l ed  at  the time, due t o  the f a c t  t ha t  he 
had only recently joined the battalion-this being h i s  first combat operation. 
However, the regimental commnnder, who was present w i t h  a s m a l l  command group, 
bolstered the battalion commaader by personally d i n g  i n  reorganizing the 
troops and ur ing them fornard t o  c lam the enew strongpoint on the left f l d .  

In mesntlme, 1st Lieutenant Foster C. Buroh, Company H mortar 4 platoon leader, had s e t  np three 81mm mortars i n  the draw a t  (37.2-33.5). 
Within a short time the first mortar round was placed f o r  adjustment. From h i s  
m o r t a r  observation post, Lieutenant Kurch, elthcagh exposing himself t o  f i r e ,  
could not observe the  enemy machine guns due t o  the i r  f lashless  and smokeless 
poder.  Captain Radosevich, Commeng Officer of Company F, by SCR 300 radio, 
aided i n  dFrecting the mortar f i r e  from h i s  fornerd position. The regimental 
commander, who was w i t h  Lieutenant Burch a t  the time, spotted about a platoon 
of Germans withdrawing along a r o d .  M & a r  f i r e  was immediately placed i n  
t h a t  vicinity causing several German casualties. 

In the meantlme, it w a s  discovered tha t  the SCR 610 radio belonging 
t o  the battalion a r t i l l e rg  l ia ison officer k a ~  d t h o u t - w  aerial and ineffective. 
The radio of the regimental a c t U e r y  Uaison officer he*? been dlemolished 
ear l ie r  Chat morning when h i s  "jeep" had struck a mine, thus 1eaving.tho regi- 
ment without a r t i l l e rg  support. However, by moving the regimental SCR 300 
se t ,  of the command group, t o  the top of a knoll, contact was gained with the 
1st battalion, i n  Division reserve southeast of Montecatini. Through the  1st 
battalion a r t i l l e ry  l iaison officer, the 9 S t h  Field l ist i l lerg Battalion was 

a r t i l l e ry  concentrations were placed in the area of the 

compsrby G was ordered by the battalion commander t o  move t o  the rear, 
wound the south slopes of the hill mass e t  (56.8-32.5) am% swing west i n  a 
f ' idcing movement, while Company F executed a holding &tack. After receipt 
of the order, the eompm co~rmander:af Compmy G, Captain Noon, h&d d i f f icu l ty  
moving part  of h i s  company from di tch located a t  (36.3-33.3) where the men 
had taken cover. The regimental coimnder could observe the slowness with 
whiah the company was accomplishing the maneuver from h i s  location on the high 
grcnwl north of the ditch. Together with the 2d battalion S-3, he moved about 
five hundred y&s over open t e r a i n '  t o  the ditch, receiving machine &un and 
sniper f i r e  dong the:route--several sniper bullets kicking up dirt around 
his feet. Re-energized by the regimental commander, the company crossed the 
h i l l  mass in short order and, t&ing advantage of the cover end defilade beyond, 
was soon enveloping the right flank of the Geman strongpoint-ii great w p r i s e  . 
t o  the Germans. I n  moving around f o r  t h i s  mmeuver, it was  impossible t o  secure 
concealment i n  traversing the h i l l  mass without counterm~rching a grect  distance 
t o  the east. The h i l l  m a s s  i t s e l f  was exposed t o  sniper f i r e .  Since speed wes 
of the utmost importance, Ccuupaq G infil trated,  on the m, i n  smoU. groups 
wound the  east  shoulder of the hil l ,  receiving spasmodic sniper and machine 
@;un f i r e  but suffered no casualties. The Garmans, i n  sp i te  of t he i r  excellent 
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I obsasvation on. all mwements did not, however, anticipate the  maneuver. 

Upon completing the movement over the  hill mass, Captain Noon, 
qui- reorganised hia c o w  and moved out with two platoons abreast; 
one i n  support. Each cwsault platoon was deployed i n  a skirmish l i ne  
with two squads i n  the heassault. The route chosen took the company along 
the wooded slopes of the  ridge running through the town of Orciatico. 
Thea, Captain Noon turned northeast to s t r i k e  the r igh t  f lank of the German 
strongpoint. One section of l i gh t  machine guns from the weapons platoon 
w a s  emplaced on the Bigh ground covering the advance by rapid overhead f i r e .  
The Germans were i n  poaition in the vicinity of three houses located on 
commanding ground, providing exaeU.ent observation as w e l l  as a good defensive 

I position. The appearance of company G on the  flank and rear  of t h e i r  
strongpoint, created p d c  mong the Germem. Two groups were quickly 
surrounded and captared-one group of twenty-seven and one of twenty-three. 
Eight Germans r e  ki l led i n  the action. 'P 

I I , comp4 E completed l9nopping-npn operations a t  UY) hours IVd 
reorganized. he advance of the battalion was then continued with Company 
G moving forward t o  (36.4-34.8), sideslipping t o  the east  i n  f ront  of companies 
Z aad F. Company E moved t o  (36.4-54.6) going in to  battalion reserve i n  t h a t  
loca%ion. Companies E and G received very heavy a r t i l l e r g  f i r e  a t  this 
location which halted the i r  advance. The terrain continued to be open, 
ro l l ing  terrain consisting mainly of m o d  grain fie*. The German a r t i l l e r y  

Y f i r e  w a s  syst%maticdly covering rJ1 drainage lines-the only cover avdlable.  

In the meantime, the 33 battalion was advancing in a column of oom- ' 
panies i n  the order: Company I, Company I., Compmy M nnd Company K. A t  
(87.345.8), shortly.after the 2d battalion was f i r ed  upon, Company I 
advancing w i t h  two platoons abreast i n  the assault, received r i f l e  and machine 
gnn f i r e  from the front  and left flank. Dtuc to lack of cover and concealment, 
as w e l l  as the excellent enemy observation f r o m  the high gr&, Company I 
w a s  unabli: t o  ~dvanca. The battalion commander inmediately ordered Company K 
to  move along a stream bed south of the h i l l  on which Company I had been halted 
t o  (58.5-36.4) thence t o  swing northwest t o  capture the h i l l  mass st (37.8-56.9). ' This mission waa accomplished against l i gh t  opposition, placing Company K i n  a 

, goad position t o  execute a flanking movement against the en- strongpoint 
oonfronting Company I. However, as the scouts of the company came under ob- 
servation on the forward slopes of the hill, they were met b- heavy machine gun 
and a r t i l l e ry  i re ,  some of it f l a t  trajectory f i r e  from self-propelled guns. f 

Upon rinching the  summit of the h i l l ,  the assault platoon (1st  platoon) 
of C m p w  K w s  pinned down by intense machine gun and r i f l e  f i re .  The terrain,  
a newly m o m  f i e l d  with haptacks widely scattered, affo,+ed l i t t l e  or no cover. 
~ / ~ e r g e a n t  Geelan of the first platoon, v o l ~ t a r i l y  worked h i s  wsy forward 
under the withering f i r e  t o  gain bet ter  observation. Crawling sone seventy-five . 
yards t o  a haystack, he saw several. enemy riflemen approaching the same stack, 
from the opposlits direction. Noving t o  the l e f t  side of the haystack, he k i l led  
three Germans with h i s  FR-1 rFfle. Approximately one hnrrdred yerds fur ther  t o  
the  left ,  a force of en- w s  observed slowly advancing toward the pla tom 
position t o  flunk it from t h a t  direction. S / ~ & ~ e a n t  k e l a n  opened f i r e  on these 
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enemy, killing f ive  and forcing the remaider t o  withdraw. This action w a s  
ins tmezi te l  i n  allowing the first platoon to continue t o  work it 6 way for- 
ward arouad the crest of the hill down the forward slope where it was halted 
again by heavy small arms am3 ar t i l l e ry  f i r e .  

The terrain was f l a t  and devoid of cover except f o r  an i r r igat ion d i tch  
approximate3y one hundrad yards to the rear. men the enemy placed a heavy 

' concentration of mortar f i r e  in the vicinity,  the company commander of Company 
K, Captain BBar reiblizing the exposed position, ordered the platoon t o  d t h -  
draw t o  the d i t  h. Private F i r s t  Class Wright and his  BAR team were left t o  
cover the w i  awal of the platoon. A s  the platoon began the withdrawal, 
both the assist 4 t BAR ram and the ammunition bearer were wounded by a mortar 
shell. Private F i r s t  Class Wright continued t o  cover the withdrawal of the 
platoon unt i l  h i s  ammunition was exhausted, a t  which time he ran twenty yards 
t o  where the assistant BAR man lw wounded, took h is  ammunition and continued 
t o  f i r e  u n t i l  the whole platoon had reached the safety of the ditch. 

The leading elements of Compq K were now approximately seven hundred 
yards t o  the r ight  f ront  of the Compargr I positions, with Company L in reserve 
on the reverse slope of the h i l l  south of the Company I position. Five medium 
t d s  were moved forward t o  join Company K, two going in to  position on the 
hill and three i n  tlie stream bed on the r igh t  flank. When the s i tuat ion and 
dispositions were explained t o  the regimental commander, the 3d battalion was 
ordered t o  reorganize and d i g  in.  The battalion continued t o  receive heavy 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  perticularly on the Company K positions. 

Jus t  a t  dusk, the Germans counterattacked Company K with a force of 
approximately s i x t y  men sdvanaing toward. the company from it's l e f t  f ront  and 
flank. By relay from the SCR 300 radio of the  company commander of' Company K 
t o  the battalion cornmender, thence t o  the supporting a r t i l l e ry ,  915th Field 
Willerg Batt ion, by the battalion l ia ison officer, heavy a r t i l l e ry  co+ 
centrations wer placed i n  and among the advancing German troops. In  addition 
long range mach' e gun f i r e  from one platoon of Company M i n  support of 1 
Coopmy K, was also placed on the Germans. The counterattack was repulsed 
well outside of the Company K position. M a q y  German casdalties were cree,ted 
by the a r t i l l e rg  f i r e ,  and the Geman forces withdrew hast i ly  with nmah con- 
fusion. 

The battalion aommander of 3d battalion had been wounded i n  the arm 
ea r l i e r  i n  the morning by she l l  fregments, but remained with the battalion 
untU t h a t  evening, ascertaining tha t  the battallon executive officer, Czptain 
&see, was well acquainted with the si tuation bafore assuming command. 

The 2d battalion had continued the attack with two companies abreast 
(F and 6). Three t m h  accompanied by the same number of tank destroyers, 
attempted t o  work up the drm a t  (57.0-55.4) but were stopped by a r t i l l e ry  f i r e .  
In the  meantime, the 2d battalion was subjected t o  heavy ar t i l l e ry ,  mortar, 
machine gun, and sniper f i r e  from the ridge a t  (36.0-36.0) making it impossible 
t o  advance without suffering heavy casualties. Coase~uently, the battalion 
w a  o d e  red t o  dig in, reorganize Rnd hold genereily along the high grouncl 
(36.3-35.5)-(55.4-35.8). 
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During the evening, a r t i l l e ry  f i r e  was placed continuously on the 
known eneqy positions in  f ron t  of the 2d and ?id battalions. Two companies 
of chemicoll mortars from the 88th Chemic~S Battalion had moved into  position 
during the dternoon t o  support the regiment and joined t h e i r  f i r e s  with 
tha t  of the artill-. 

The attached company of tasks had experienced great  d i f f icu l ty  .during 
t he  dqr due t o  the extensive mine laying of the eneruy and did not overtake 
the advance Iafantsg elements u n t i l  l a t e  i n  the afternoon. Six tanks were 
l o s t  t o  mines before the regimental enti-tank mine platoon joined the tenk 
company t o  remove mines along the route of march and expedite i t s  progress. 
Bad a few tanks been present when the 2d battalion received f i r e  on its 
left f lank ear l ie r  i n  the day, the enemy strongpoint could have been liquidated 
without dehy.  However, the regiment w a s  deprived of important f i r e  power 
throughout most of the  day. 

1 I The r gimental commRnder made plsns f o r  the contimation of the  attack 
a t  2230 h o w  but a f t e r  a telephone conversation with General Sloan, the 
Division Co 1 der, temporarily suspended p l w  pending the arrival. of 
Brigadier General Kendall, Assistant Division Commander, with irstructions.  
Both battalions were nlerted f o r  an attaok a t  any time during the night. 

Casualties f o r  the day: 

Killed 
Wounded 42 28 

Second Day: M July 1944- A t  0240 hours, F i r s t  Lieutenant Bodie, 
l i a i son  officer of t h i s  regbent  with t h e  350th Infantry, reported t h a t  the  
3 5 0 t h  was plnnning an attack a t  0500 h m s  July Mth. A s  a resul t ,  orders 
were issued by the regimental commander t o  the 2d and 3d battalions t o  plan 
an attack a t  the same time. Since the Assistant Division Commemd.er had not 
arrived a t  the command post, it was presumed tha t  he had been unable t o  locate 

I it during the night and t ha t  the division would probably launch a coordinated 
attack with both reghents .  However, about 15 minutes pr ior  t o  t h e  s e t  
"jump-off" time, wire connnunications, which had been out nll during the night, 
dae t o  heavy U e r y  f i r e ,  were reestablished with the division command post, 
and the  regim n ta l  co~mander was ordered t o  hold i n  present ~ o s i t i o n s  due t o  
a counteratta k thrept which hed developed on the division l e f t  flank. A 
Division &ti F ery A i r  Observation Post had reported enemy troops detmcking 
i n  the zone ok the 54th Division on our l e f t  flrmk, a dangerous threat  due t o  
the  f a c t  t ha t  the 34tK had been unable t o  keep abreast. However, the  expeoted 
counterattack d id  not materialiae and the regiment was ordered a t  0805 hours 
t o  continue the attack with b a t t a l ~ o n s  abreast a t  0900 hours. 

The 53 battalion launahed its attack on time, w i t h  Company I moving 
forward t o  close the four hundred yard gap which existed between Company I 
and Company K (Company K was four hundred yards forwsd).  In i t i s l l y ,  the 
advance w a s  rapid, but a f t e r  moving some three hundred f i f t y  yyards t o  the  
forward slopes of the  h i l l  a t  (37.5-36.2), heavy mortar, a r t i l l e ry ,  and 
self-propelled gun f i r e  fe.U upon them causing severe casualties. Captain 
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Glen H. Srickson, leading the assault of h i s  company, was kil led.  The men 
dug i n  hast i ly  and remained i n  pcsition receiving long range sniper f i r e  and 
intermittent a r t i l l e ry  throughout the dey. 

The 2d battalion was more successfui i n . i t s  attack. fit H hour, 
a r t i l l e ry  concentrations were placed a t  (363-35.7) - (37.3-35.7) and 
(35.6-35.7). This f i re ,  supplr~nented by the chemical mortms, was 1Ffted 
t o  the  high ground 2n the vicinity of Laiatico, contiming there throughout 
the attack. Advancing i n  a column of companies, a gain os moze than one 
thousand yards was made before the corn,~an~es ;:ere h d t e d  in  the following 
positions by henvy a r t i l l e ry  end mall nrms f i re :  Compnw G (36.2-35.7), 
Company F (35.2-35.9), Compatw E (35.5-55.0) and Company H (35.2-35.5). 
Ime t o  the  lack of cover or  concealment, it was impossible t o  mpaeuver from 
these positisns. Tanks were ordered forward t o  a s s i s t  i n  the attack, but 
did not arrive u n t i l  nightfall.  Upon ar r iva l  they went i n to  position behind 
Company G, lemaining there without f ir ing.  

I The Laiatico h i l l  mass now confronting the 2d battalion f h i l l s  214 
and 196) p r  1 sented a serious obstacle t o  our advance. Since it ~rovided  
such excellent defensive positions as well as almost uniimited observstion, 
it was without doubt the key point or' the enemyfs defense an:: must be 
l i ~ u i d a t e d  before the advance of the regiment, c.s r e l l  as 01 the division, 
could be continued. 

kt. 1720 hours, the  2d battaiion again resumed the attack, the  battalion 
commder: believing that  the heavy a r t i l l e ry  f i r e  had softened the resistance. 
Company G held while comp* F moved t o  the west t o  flank thu enemy strongpointq 
progressing satisfactorily with two platoons i n  the assault,  Company F came 
abreast of Compw G. There the comp~ay was subjected t o  intense a r t i l l e ry ,  
machine gun, and sniper f i r e ,  halting i ts  advance a t  (36.0-55.4). On a t r a i l  
leading up t o  this pvsltion, two booby t raps  were s e t  off by the ~dvancing 
troops, s l ight ly  injuring one nan--the first reported instxnce of zqy m:n of 
the regiment being wounded tmsly. 

1 The 1st battalion (sinus Compary B) was released t o  tha  regimentfrom 
division reserve a t  1100 hours on t h i s  date. Company B was held i n  the vic- 
inity of Montecatini t o  protect the d i v i ~ i o n  l e f t  flicnk r:nd provide security 

corn& post. The b a t t d i o n  moved by tmck  t o  the road 
detrucking there a t  l G O G  hours. The movement was 

where, upon a r r iva l  a t  1800 hours, the  
aree. as regiment& reserve. 

Carmdties fir the day: 

Ed Bn - - 5d Bn 
Killed 2 '  3 13 
mounded 15 24 45 

Third Day; 11 July 1944-The burden of the action was borne by the 
Ist battalion on this day. It was ordered by the Commanding General t o  move 
a t  0900 hours,seize the road junction southwest of Laiatico e t  (35.0-56.5) and 
dispatch reconnaissance patrols fron tha t  point t o  the road junction 2500 meters 
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Disposition of  Trot?>.:+ e.s of 
Darkness 9 Ju ly  1.944. 

2nd r:.nd 3rd Bns o t t ~ c k e c :  ~t 
pI!i$$ hou.rs 10 Ju1.y-Srd iJn 
was unable t o  make sny 
ei:.>rociable tc'vs,ncc. 

2nd Sn mover: s lovly rcr ching 
dot ted  i ,os i t ion  indiaated 
a t  ll$$ tiours 1 0  Ju ly  1%. 

A t  $9$$ l~ours ,  ll Ju ly  1944, 
per  Div ordsr,  1 f t  912 movcd 
t o  W inc i ic~ted .  

1st Bn e t t scked  f'roin this 
lociit ion e t  $3$$ hours, 12 
J u l y  44, aevsncing t o  p06- 
i t i o n a  indic:>ted b:~ .dotto6 
l i n e  where ac'vsncr: wc: 2.l::lt- 
ed a t  dayiight.  

Pos i t ions  remaine? unchnged 
tkiroughout t i ~ e  day. 
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t o  the northwest t o  contact the 34th Division. The 1st battalion (minus 
Company B) moved oat on time, advancing under cover on the eastern slope 
of the ridge l i ne  running through the town of Orciatico. The move was 
unopposed and the  battalion s e w e d  the designated road junction a t  1200 
hours by occupying the high ground a t  (54.8-36.4). A reconnaissance 
patrol, which was dispatched a t  once t o  contact the 34th Division, reached 
the p r e v i m l y  designated contact point, finding neither the enemy nor the 
34th Division. 

A t  1630 hours the 1st battalion from its position on the high ground 
was sub,$ected t o  a c a t e r a t t a c k  by an estimated German company advancing 
smthwest from the draws i n  the vicinity of (34.5-36.6). Our a r t i l l e r y  
concentrations, together with long-range r i f l e  and machine gun f i r e ,  repxlaea 
the counterattaclc before it had reached the 1st battalion positions- 
in f l ic t ing  h e a v  cagualties on the enemy. Under cover of a Red Cross f lag,  
German aid men spent an hour retrieving the i r  dead and wounded. 

AU. d d  of the l l t h ,  the 2d and 3d bsttalions remained in position 
under long range f i r e  of small arms a s  well as ar t i l lery,  mortar ~ n d  seif-  
propelled gun f i re .  A t  1800 hours, an undetermined number of Infantry, 

, gnpporbed by one G ~ ~ m e t ~ l  tank, counterattacked Co~uparty If. This attack was 
broken up by ar t i l l e ry  ard ma31 arms f i r e ,  but had reached our outpost 
l i n e  before being repulsed. 

During the day, plans were made by the regimental commander f o r  a 
night a%tack by the  1st battalion from i t s  flanking position, on the Laiatico 
h i l l  mass-the 2d and 5d battalions holding i n  position. H hour was s e t  a t  
0300 hours. During the l a t e  afternoon, the Assistant Division Commagder 
v i s i t&  the command post, apprwed the plan of attack, and remained f o r  the 
night t o  follovr the progress of the ht battalion. 

Casualties f o r  the day: 
1st Bn - 3d Bn 

Killed 1 7 I i Wounded 22 12 18 

I F-th,Dsy; 12 July 1944-- Prior t o  H how, Company B was returned t o  
t h e  ist bat ta l  on. The attack l'dumped offn on schedule with Company C i n  the 
lead of a col & of companies. After an advance of f ive  h-ed yards, Company 
C was Eired apbn from both flanks by German machine guns. An enemy strongpoint 
had been peneti.ated, bu t  due t o  heavy flanking machine gun f i r e ,  Company C 
was unable t o  advance 6r exploit the penetrat~on. The men of the company became 
widely dispersed and not under good control. The battalion oommander then sent 
Company B 81:omd %he l e f t  flank, across the Lniatico road t o  o u t f l a k  the re- 
sistance confronting Conipaq~r C. However, the m a n m  TT&S not pushed ond 
daylight found the  battalion disposed as follows: Company C (35.2-36.6), 
Gompaay B (34.7-36.6) a d  Compsny A i n  reserve a t  (95.0-56.3). As d d i g h t  
cane, the enemy a r t iUerg  f i r e  increased i n  tempo end intensity since the 
battalion was under d i rec t  observation from Laiatico. Due t o  the f a c t  th& the  
troops on our l e f t  were not abreast of our regiment, a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  w a s  received 
by the 1st ba t ta l i03  from the i r  l e f t  reex, a demorsliaing direction, as well as  
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from eiew gun areas north of Laiatico. 

If the 1st battalion had pushed f o n ~ e r d  aggressively instend of pro- 
I ceeding w i t h  undue caution, it is believed t h e t  the Laiatico h i l i  ma.ss c c d d  

have b w n  flsnkd and captured i n  this night attack. A s  it occurred, day- 
l i g h t  came with the battalion nnder d i rec t  enemy observation, result ing i n  
sustained enemy a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  throughout the  day. 

I 

I Both ompanies B and C were anable t o  e i ther  advmce or withdrsvr since 
l one movement f as as exposed as the other. The company commander of Conpaqv 

C together with several key non-commissioned officers became casualties, 
causing the company t o  become badly diriorganized. That night under cover of 
darkness, the battalion withdrew a short distance t o  covered positions and 
reorganized. 

The 2d and 9d battalions remained i n  position throughout the day, 
reorganizing, reconnoitering and patrolling the terruin t o  the front. 
Intermittent small srms, mortar, and artillely f i r e  was received. The t o w  
of Laiatico and the slopes of the  hill surrounding it were given a heavy 
p a i n &  by our own ar t i l l e ry .  The chemical mortms kept the draws under 
constant f i r e  with both high explosive and white phosphorous. 

The 91st Division was moved into the gap between the 86th am? 348h 
Divisions, during the day, but remained about six thousand yards t o  our l e f t  
rear. Two platoons of t he  88th Rewmalssance Troop had relieved tho 91st 
Reconnaissance Sgnadron ad were charged with the mksion of protecting our  
l e f t  flank, as well as maintaining contact w i t h  the 91st Division. 

During the afternoon,the regimental commarider held a cunference a t  
the regimenta ccomtand post, with t h  battalion commanders. Tentative p ime  
were made f o r  a night atte-cd subject t o  a:jproval of higher headquarters. A t  
abmt 2100 ho k s, Brigadier General Kenddl arrived with the division plens, 
and the battabon'  commnnders were r ead led  t o  the command post t o  receive 
orders. The regiment would attack a t  0300 hours, 1 3  July w i t h  two battalions 
abreast i n  the assault. The 1st battalion would assemble i n  regimental 

. . reserve, protee* the l e f t  flank, and be prepared t o  relieve e i ther  the 2d 
or  3d battalion on the i r  objective so t h a t  e i ther  might continue t o  the f i n d  
objective, t he  high g r d  north of Laiatico. The 2d battalion would attack 
generally north, sieze h i l l  234, and continue the attack t o  capture Laiatico 
and h i l l  196 as the first objective. 3d battalion ,.?odd attack t o  the north- 
vrest and seize the ridge projecting east  from Laiatico as i ts  first objective. 
Both assault battalidns would be prepared t o  complete the regimental mission 
by capturLng the high ground north aF the  town. The battalion t o  first 
accomplish its i n i t i a l  mission, wu?it.d be given the mission of taking the 2d 
objective. Coa$uny C, 760th Tank Bat$elion (medium), was attached. t o  the 
regiment for this operation, in addition t o  the tank compeny already attached. 
No artillery' preparation w a s  plaaned for  the  attack i n  order not t o  destroy 
the surprise affect. A t  H hour, three successive 10 mimte concentrations 
.employ3ng both l igh t  md medium a r t i l l e ry  znd chemcial mortws were plmneci& 

. ."the chemical mortars f i r i n g  two rounds of white phosphorous t o  each round of 
high explosive. 
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The attack was launched on time. The 3d battalion proceeded with 
greatest  possible speed from i ts  location, advencing i n  a col~unn oi' compahies 
i n  the order L, I, M, and K. In i t i s l lg ,  resistance from one mschine gun and 
a few snipers was received, bat  these were by-passed. Company L moved for- 
ward closely behind the supporting &iUezy f i r e  ( f i f t y  t o  one hundred 
yards a t  times) a t  a rapid r a t e  of speed.. Company I nns unable t o  maintain 
the pace, fa l l ing baek approximately two hundred yerds. The battali~n~commander, 
Captain Ayres, l e f t  h i s  position with the leading elements t o  ascertain t he t  
Company I would not become lost .  As  an aid in maintaining direction, the 
913th Field  Arti l lery Battalion f i r ed  one round of white phosphorous every 
$ifteen minutes upola t he  3d battalion objective. Interspersed among the white 

i phosphorous were high explosive rounds t o  prevent the enemy from su+sp.ecting 
the purpose of the white phosphcrous. ' 

Compw L advanced rapidly over t he  ro l l ing  terrain,  by-passing small .  erms 
f i r e  of the e my outposts, knifing into the defensive positions along the 
ridge project '  g east  from Laiatico ( the i r  first objective), penetrating as 
far as the bat  $ &on command post or' the  1060th Pmzer G r e d i e r  Regiment, 
and overrmming nmbrous mortar positions. A few shots were exchanged, but 
the  mnjority of the Germm, huddled i n  dugouts and caves t o  escape the 
a r t i l l e r g  f i r e ,  were panic stricken and surrendered without resistance. In 
the  ensuing action, a Grenadics Battalion Commander and Major F~bibinn, the 
combat team commnnder, were ki l l ed  by hand grenades thrown in to  the commend 
post by a sergeant (egaad leader) of the first platoon of Company L. Confusion 
was so grer t  among the Germans tha t  over 100 prisoners were taken without 
the  l o s s  of a single American soldier killed. Not realizing tha t  o m  soldiers  
could have penetrated so deeply into the i r  position, German messengers and 
command post pexsonnel continued t o  report t o  the connuand post, end, of course 
were k i l l ed  or  captured by members of the 9d bat ts l ion now occupying the ' 

building. By following the a r t i lhry  so closely, Compmy L had prevented the 
Germans from getting se t  i n  prepared defensive positions before our dovghboys 
reached them. 

1 Since daylight was rapidly approaching, the battalion commander ordered 
tha t  reorganization of companies be inst i tuted w i t h  greatest  possible speed 
preparatory t o  continuing the attack westward along the ridge toward Laiatico. 
A captured GeTl~iln battsl ion surgeon anrP h i s  assistant immediately s e t  t o  xork 
aiding i n  the vacuation of both Cermaa and American wounded. e 

I 
I n  thelmeantime, the attack of the Zd battalion was proceeding w i t h  

similar access .  A t  H hour, company E on the l e f t  and Conpany G on the r i gh t  
( the assault companies) moved a t  a double time from thekc positions on the ridge 
scath of hill 214, d m  the forward slope of the ridge and up the southern 
slopes of h i l l  214. These groups, too, were foU.oy.ing the supporting a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  a t  an unusually close distance. Company F i n  support follovied Compq G. ' 

Moving with two platoons abrewt, each w i t h  two squads deployed i n  
skirmish line, Company G reached the summit of hill 214 a t  0320 hours. T h i s  
hill, which h d  proven t o  be an i n m o w n t a b l e  obs%acla i n  the  daylight attacks, 
was captared with comparative ease. Here, also, due t o  the  intense n r t i l l e ry  
f i r e  which l i f t e d  only a very short time before the a r r iva l  of Company, G, the 
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en- was prevented from occupying the extensively prei~zreci defensive positions 
dong the terraces of hill 214. The muchly surprised Germans were ro~:ted from 
dugouts, foxholes and houses. 

However, rasiotance wee not absolutely n i l  on h i l l  214 es evidenced 
the following account of the actions of T/Sgt Greiner, plctoon leador of 2d 
platoon of Company G 3s the  attack. \mile acivvancing up the slopes oi' h i l l  
214, f i r e  was received on the r igh t  flank from several mutually sup;lorting 
machine guns dee& entrenched i n  prepared positions and covered by machine 
pistols.  Sergeant Greiner secured two additional grenades, having had two 
i n  h i s  possession, and by.atorturous process of crawling ui to  the face of 
crossf i re  of the en* machine guns, reached the terrace jus t  beneath one of 
them. While stiLI receiving f i r e  from the other position, he threw two 
grenades into  the mzchine gu8 position above him, a distance o l  some twenty 
feet .  He then assadted the emplacement and found three dead and one severely 
wounded Gem= there. A Geman heavy machinegun on a higher terrace opened 

I 
f i r e .  Sgt Gre'ner moved t o  a position on the flank of the newly located 
machine gun po ition. After considerable crawling nnd creeping, he was able I 
t o  reach a point close enowh t o  throw h i s  remaining grenades into  t ha t  position. 
AssPuilting the position, he found one enemy dead cnd two severely wounded. The 
men of Sergeant Greiner's platoon then rush& the few remaining machine gun 
positiens, succeeding i n  knocking t h e m  out--thus fillowfry: the platoon t o  
move on and ass i s t  i n  t a n g  the company objective. 

For the first time i n  the  cam~aign, considcreble beyonet fighting 
t w k  place, during the advance of Company G. Sergeant Mericle beyonetsd 
two Germans as they leaped a t  him from concealed positicns. One German 
soldier succeeded in wresting the r i f l e  and bayonet from Private F i r s t  
Class Martinez and w a s  beginning t o  bayonet him before Sergeant Creiner 
shot and ki l l ed  the German. 

During the attaok, comsunication by SCR 300 r d i o  was maintained 
by the Compeny Commander of Compq G with the battalion comande r, as w e l l  
as w i t h  Comparrg E on i t s  l e f t  and Compeny F t o  its rear. The SCR 536 net 
from company t o  platoon was not o~e ra t ing  due t o  mslfuncti~ns of three of the 
sets. This had bean the case tbmnghout cur campaign IEn Italy.  The SCR 
536 radio had been unsetisfactorg from the beginning, due t o  the  f a c t  t ha t  
it warr too frdile t o  survive the robgh treetment given by the r i f l e  pletoons. 
Captain noon, ommandlng Officer of Compzny C, u t i l ized i m e r s  t o  r n d n t s n  
contact with h k? s platoons-exhhsngi~g runners as the  company reached i t s  
first objectivk. 

After posting ~ e c u r i t y  t o  the f ron t  and flulks,  reorgcnizetion w a s  
begun immediately. The one hundxed oIld for ty  prisoners of' w a r  which had 
been captured were dispatched t o  the rear. 

Meanwhile, Compcny E was experiencing rcpid success i n  reaching its 
first objective. Employing a formation ~ i m i l a r  t o  t he t  of Comparpr G, the  
company crossed i t s  l i n e  of departure a t  a double time following closely 
the pre-arranged a r t i l l e rg  concsntratiow. By 0340 hours the  first objective 
had been reached and one hundred thirty-five prisoners of w e r  tahen from the 
dugouts and houses where they were huddled t o  esccpe the ertiLLery f i re .  
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I Many o f t h e  Ge ans were suffering from white phosphorous b u n s  in f l ic ted  
by our chemic ai? mortars. Also, the  high explosive a r t i l l e rg  she l l  had taken 
a considerable t o l l .  The resistance encountered by Compeny E within i t s  
zone was much 1 ess t h d  tha t  encounterea by company G, the German outpostb: 
probably having been ncutrelized by the a r t i l l e ry  mcl mortar f i r e .  On h i l l  214 
the company reorganized tm the platoon of tanks from Compeny C, 766th Tanl; 
Battalion inched . i k s  wey forward around the l e f t  f l d  of the bat ta l ion 
having been dolwed by an enemy anti-tank mlne f ie ld .  

The first machine gun platoon of Company H, commended by T/@t 
McCormick, was attached t o  Comp~ny C for  'this operation. A s  the  c r e s t  of 
hill 214 was reached, Sgt. kcormick plnced his guns i n  a f i r i ng  position 
a d  himself went forwaxd t o  the leeding r i f l e  platoon t o  ge t  the o i t u ~ t i o n  
first hand. A deep ditch which ran 1atersUy across the objective w:s being 
mopped up by the leading elements of companies 3 and G. Be began reconnoitering 
fo r  a machine gun position along a sunken road leading into  Laiatico i n  order 
t o  deliver f i r e  on enemy automatic weapons f i r i ng  south along the  rord. 
Sergemt McCormick noticed a large cave with a blackout curtain on the f ron t  
a t  a t r a i l  junction nearby. A t  the svne time, Lieutenant Sutker, of Compm 

I G, while moving dong the swken road i n  thc direction of Ldet ico  was shot 
in the  back and ki l led by s m a l l  arms f i r e  coming from the direction of the  
care. Seeing this ,  Sgt. McCormick ran t o  the mouth of the cave, tossed i n  
twu hand grena es, the first of which did not erslode, and s tar ted f i r i n g  
rapid f i r e  i n t  the cave with h i s  carbine, shouting f o r  the ~ c c u p ~ n t s  t o  

I suprender or  d e. A large amount of shuffling wi\s heard within the cave, 1 together with oud noises similar t o  tha t  mede when a r i f l e  is thrown or  
dropped t o  the  ground. Then,in single f-, fifty-two Germans moved out 
of the cave with the i r  hands high i n  the air yell ing "Kameradlf. Strangely 
enough, none of the Germans were k i l l ed  by the explosion of the fragmentetion 
grenade-two were walking wounded. S/~ergeant Perrault, (Canadi~n-~rench) 
a nachine gun sectxon leader of Sgt. McCormlcks platoon, who hrd joined 
him just prior t o  the surrender of the Germans, discovered a German who 
could s p e d  the French language and relayed instructions t o  the  prisoners 
t o  form quickly f o r  movement t o  the  rear. 

A t  daylight, Lieutenant Bnzick rejoined h i s  maci~ine gun platoon, 
. assuming camand from Sergeant McCdck.  One machine gun section was em- 

placed on ei ther  side af h i l l  214. On t he  western slope a German machine 
gun f i r i n g  from the roof of a house was neutrelized by the west mach~ne 
gun section. Several. G e r m a n  riflemen, in position, f led  behind a h~ys t ack  
as  the machine gun f i r e  of iieutenant Buzick~s l o f t  section begm str iking 

I closa by. The platoon of medium tanks of Compny C, 766th Tank Battaiion, 
operating on the le f tTl9nk  oi the 2d battalion, had reached the v ic in i ty  
and immediately placed two rounds of high explosive in to  the hrysteck 

ermms behind it. The other Germans f l e d  into  two houses 
nearby which r e  immediately demolished by accurate tsnk f i r e .  
"" 

1 
~t 060 hours, Companies 6 and G had completed reorganization end P began advancing towards the* seconrf objective-the high ground north of 

Laiatico. Comp~ny F which had been advancing i n  a column of platoons, 
continued t o  follow Company G, moving e 2 . o ~  the enstern edge of the town, 
mopping up isolated pockets of res i s  tance, by-passed by the assaulting 
elements. Near the northern edge of town, sniper f i r e  was received by 
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Ccmpagg F-from the r ight  flank. Sergeant Androwski of the first platoon, an 
eqert fifleman, picked off twc of the snipers with an Id-1 r i f l e  a t  750 yards, 
causing t h e  others t o  withdraw. 5 

By U O O  hours, the 2d md end battalions had arivanced three hundred 
y d s  north of Laiatico andoc91:e halted in tha t  positicn due t o  heavy i i r t i l l e q ,  
mortar & m a d  gun f i r e .  Companies I3 and G were a b ~ e a s t  west of the 
Laiatico road m$,h F Company i n  reserve i n  the northex% outskirts of tom. 

anthe,  the W battalion had advanced up the. nfinger" ridge 
Laia$ico, meeting ste&i& increasing r e s i s t a c e  from G e m  

troops i n  s e c o n k q  defensive positionra)read$ng a poiat f i ve  hundred yards 
east  of the town a t  WbC hhours. A t  this time, the battallon was forced t o  
advance over open ground devoid of cover and as a result ,  received intense, 
accurate nr t i l lery f i r e  aich halted its movement. A t  1130 hours, txo taks 
arrived a t  the 3d battelion position t o  support the attack. Tho remainder of 
the  medium tank platoon was disabled due t o  mechenica~ failure.  

t$ter reconnaissance, the 3d b a t t d o n  commander, Captain Pyres decided 
to continue the attack a t  l3OC hours with the kt objective as the high ground 
at (35.5-37.7). The ba%teiLiort would advance in a column of compcnies in the 
order Ir I - and K. Company M would support the attack by establishing a base 
of f i r e  o a t h e  "fingern ridge. The taaks would move along thc l e f t  flank of 
C o m p w  I nenr the eastern out9kbts  of Laiatioo. 

i 
By 1530 hams fke Sd battalion had reached its first objective, cut  

the r o d  running north of Laiatioo, and eatcblishdd contact with the 2d battalion. 
A t  that  time, the heaviest enew a r t i l l e ry  bmoge  experienced since th i s  
regiment had entered combat, f e l l  on the of Laiatico 8md the  northern 
outskirts thereo . Included i n  the &elling were nebelwerfers (Screaming 
Meemies) f i r e d  cap t h e e  directions-north, northeast and northwest--made f possible f o r  t h  Germans, due t o  the advanced position of the regiment i n  

i reference t o  e l  ents of the r ight  aid Left. The heavy shelling continued 
throughout the afternoon and evening, and coupled with heavy enemy g6n f i r e ,  
prevented the advance of e i ther  of the assault battalions. 

The 1st battslisn, during the inorzing, was zoved f r m  its l o c s t ~ o n  
a t  the l e f t  rear.of the 2d battalion t o  a reserve position a t  (36.5-37.2) 
since the lef t  flznk w a  secured by our excellent observation t o  the northwest. 
A s  the 2d bzttnlicn moved, four tanbs joined then, a s s id ing  Jrm mopping up 
small pockets of enemy resistance a c l ?  hed been by-passed. Forty-two Germens 
were captured and several more ki i led by Campany A, which was the leading 
company. 

AlS day long,.groups of from ten t o  one hundred Germans viere observed 
withdrawing t o  the north from forward observation posts and heavy f i r e  w w  
placed on them, inflioting ah igh  nlmber of casueltiea. However, the German ' 
rear  guard resisted stubbornly and together with the  a r t i l l e ry  f i r e  prevented 

1 . our movement f omsnl. 
. . 

. . .. . I : . ' T h i s  duy had been one of the mit victorious d o ~ s  in the history ?f the 
tha t  the 1060th Geman Regiment was destroyed completely 
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Dispositions o f  Troops a s  of A%ow 
($@if) 1 3  July 1944. 

LAIA'TICO ancl r idge  running e a s t  
thereof captured a s  shown s t  $6@$ 
hours. 

1st -h moved t o  new Fies Pas ~t $7@ 
hours. 

Advence L l t e d  u n t i l  3rd Bn attrrckea 
egain a t  13$$ i~ou? ~ d v s n c i n g  as 
shorn t o  2nd dot ted position. 

2nd hnd 3 r d  Bns a t t ~ c k e d  a t  24$@ 
hours and advrnced 80 pos i t ions  
indicate% Fegt l  objec t ive  k d  been 
rca ched. 

1 s t B n  took up Res Pos i n  LPIATICO. 
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along with some companies of the 1059th. The fifth company of t he  105% 
mas attempting t o  m a h e  a r e l i a f  a t  the Une of the  afteck and were captured 
almost intact .  Large numbers of s m a l l  arms snd other equipment were captured 
together with one 75mm anti-tank gun and one truck destroyed. Pihen mopping 
up operationswere oompleted a t  the end of the dw, four huradred twenw-five 
prisoners had been dispatched t o  the prisoner of war inclosure. German 
casualties were estimated as a t  l ea s t  three hundred k i l led  o r  wou%wed. 

;it 2400 hours this 13th day of July, the attack was continued t o  
seize the hig grouna a t  (55.5.5-38.7) completing the capture of the  Laiatico 
hill mass--th regimental objective. The attack wns launched with two 
battalions ab esst-zone on either side of the road m n i n g  north from 1 
Laiatico. The kt battalion i n  reserve, remained on the high ground i n  the 
v ic in i tg  of Laiatico. A t  nightfall,  the Oermm rear  guard had evidently 
withdrawn, as no resistance ww encountered i n  the  attack. The enemy a r t i l l e r y  
hRd dwindled t o  normal haratwing f i res .  By 0300 hours both assault battalions 
had taken and secured the i r  respective objectives. 

Casualties f o r  the day; 
1st Bn - 2d Bn 3d Bn - 

Killed 2 5 9 
Fiormded 8 2 4 

The t o t a l  cagualties f o r  t he  regiment during the Laiatico offensive 
beginning from the tm of Hontecatini totaled seventy-seven k i l led  and 
thme hundred twenty wounded. Most of the missing subsequently returned t o  
t he i r  units. 

However, with the reduction of this key point of the  Geman defense 
l ine,  the  ent i re  Division was able to re&e its advance, continuing f o r  a 
distance of ayproximetely eleven kilometers be i t r e  serious res i s tmce  was g a i n  
encountered. The value of a night attack, well-filanned and aggressively 
executed w a s  k , l e a r ly  demonstrated. Speed and the -3tiiiaation of close 
a r t i l l e r y  sup$ort were established as the c r i t e r i a  f o r  success. The f e a r  
of the German6 fo? the deactly white phosphorous she l l  of our chcmicjl mortars 
was apparent. 
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