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19 June 1944.

iﬁg this phase, the 350th Infantry successfully

- designated front line positions located in the
onstruction of - secondary ‘defensive positions which
. was continued; alsc new defensive positions were
Jefnsiw positions strengthened. 350th Infantry
inflicted numerous casualties on the enemy. It
increased slightly on our front line positions,

y directed at owr rear installations and supply _
River. Propaganda shells were used to a small ex-
line troops.

ties were continuous and expedited in a normal man-

ct was gained with enemy on several occasions but

patrols captured 6 enemy prisoners, 2 enemy
“this peried. From these Prisoners of {far, names,

epposing enenmy units, with their location, type of

ply routes, were obtained. It was lesrned that

th, and morale of enemy troops was poor. The.enemy -

sitions to the rear of their front.lines. These rear -

: sec& in the event of a successful American offensive.

:apm"ad:ic artillery and mortar fire every day,
t hourse. The heaviest enemy artillery and mortar fire was
of May 1Oth, causing no casualties and little material

g Officer was ordered to lay plans for an attacke.
ltnfan'bry, ths unit on the 1ei‘t flank of the

] a"h'hack were made. 2300 hours, 1l May 1944, was
M'day. : :

XI . TO SPIGNO

'_ﬁ_erstaad by offn_cers and men of all ranks that
e ‘advance of t.he Corrps wa.s impossible. AJ_'I.

: ﬁndar and agai.mst an unprecedented barrage .

"'".misf’ﬁa’" scheduled to attack abreast, the former
e crest of CIANELLI, the 2nd Bn to continue North
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4 organizing Hill 316. The 3rd. battalion to hold
ture CERACOLI. Part of the 3rd battalion was held
ental reserve, '

4% company suffered severe casualties from enemy

K. Company was attached to lst Battalion and o

to f£ill the gap between the lst and 2nd Battalions.

# Companies were in possession of MT. CIANSLLI and -
ssion of hill 316. A strong counter attack against

“just before dewn. "Cn Company ran into heavy mach-
reserve position on the East side of ¥T. CIANELLI

X the French attacked on the right. "K' Company attacked
re, and found it unoccupied. This prepared the way

~of DAMIANO. I .

ank company attacked and overran the hill

ed up and occupied by Compamy “I", The night

th of May the Regiment continued to hold its positions’
mting for units on left and right to take their

Company "L* was attached to the lst Battalion. Two
on were held in positions in regimental reserve.

red MT. ROTONDO against light opoosition with heavy
-The ebjactive was taken at 1745 homas.

4th the 350‘th Infantry was ordered to capture M CERRI

1 on the objective patrols of the 88th Recon found
attalion then was ordered to move to NT. BRACCHI.
aking SAN PIETRO on the North slope of MT. BRACCHT.

East to assembly positions in the AUSENTE valley,
daylight, ®EM Company was sent to CERRI as a garrison.
n the vininity of CERRICOLI and then moved to join
@z-t.h up the AUSENTE valley and bivouaced for the night

jent less 3rd Battalion moved on SPIGNC. The lst Battalmn
The town had been evacuated prior to the arrival

nt ‘then withdrew to the low ground east of SPIGNO.

ouac area near SANTA MARIA with the 3rd Battalion

on positions occupied in SANTA MARTA and MT.ERACCHT

mmgd in the bivouac area near SANTA MARIA,

—l‘? May the Regiment was ordered to move by trail
cross the mountains to join the task force under
on moved out by truck to MARINOLA and then marched
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d in Corps reserve.

*G*gh the mountains toward ITRI. Plans were for
aylight the following day but only the last remnants
y few casualties, including Major MATTHEWS, S-R, were

ed to ¢ut highway north of ITRI, méeting no resistance.

L = This operation consisted of ‘a rapid march in pursuit
alties were incurred. 3rd Battalion garrisoned the

A SECCAS ~ On the night of 20 May the Regiment was

to occupy M. CALVO: At 0500 the regiment moved out

on the left- and the lst in the center. The lst Battalion

dark was ‘on dits objective. The lst Battalion now in

into stiff resistance as they tried to enter the mount-

the valley South of SAN BOGGIO from the hills on both

saken ‘and many killed before this resistance was over-

among whom was Captain VICK, 338th FA Battalioh. The
ivision reserve near FONDI, leaving one company to

ion could take it over. .

ed *‘blae a.dvance going into positions near MOUNT ALTO

gsed resistance began to fall on rear installstions
ring the morning, and the 2nd Battalion, which had been
ommitted to wipe out. this resistance. Units on

far behind. Battery nAt, é0lst FA Bn. (pack) stert-
, of the Regiment. On May 23rd the lst Bn. occupied
I'withou’c. opposition. A German Officer and one man
de The 3rd Bn.garrisoned the high ground overlook-

ns consolidated their positions and began shell:mg
he use of enemy Red Cross flags and carrier details in—
ounded and killed in this action. Counter battery fire
some casualties in the lst Bn.

‘the floor of the valley and drove the enemy beyond

2nd Bn was engaged in protecting commnication and
axbended some 20,000 yds. Enenmy activity continued
onsisting of same 200 Germans. A few casualties
4O German dead were left in the mountains and 50
he night of May 25th the 3rd Bn attacked the high
%lmn.r eb;;ective prior to dawn. ‘Only light opposi-
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Ha 5-26 the Regi}aent moved aeross the valley north
ﬁ* river and continued to advance to the high ground

ol planed from its position west of FRIVEIRNC and fol-
aseing fire and enemy artillery fire was encountered.
d by the night of May 28th the mountains north of

perio& with light patrols cevering to the front.
‘war-s distrihut.ed.

An assembly -
@ﬂi‘ ’VEZLI;ERI and the Reg:men‘b cloued in that posi-

4 c. FRY i
Celonel, Inflsntry - -
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30 June 1944.

HISTORY NARRATIVE, JUNE 194N

ne 1-3 - On June lst the Regirent was locsted appreximatelyr eisht miles
,mxﬁh af’ -MnZI@.- @perations 1 to 3 June were conducted on niscemeal basgis
. with battalions Mving mestly via tmc‘cs and organie venicles,  The lst
" Bp was entrucked and meved nesr CISTIRMNA, The next move took nlsce 2nd
June whﬂn L}m tm_t .msveo 1nt® an ar'c—::'1 "‘an"{::: of OZ‘,“"E, in the yvaeiality of t
:'.‘”? "“c”_{... O., 3 Jun

eem cemmted.

june 4 ~ b task ferce was formed of - Lt Battalion, one battery of 338 F.a.,
one %mmamy 313th Engineers, onme battery of six 105 & selfupropelled muns
and 72613 c@m&ﬂy of FHedium t&&uu. It was desi '—"lﬂldt(?d as a mobile ”)urSL]'_t for ce
undsr Hivisien comtrel, At 0700 orders were received to rove on I0IE and
secure twe bridgzes PONTE DUCA d' AORTA and PONTE RTIVIO m*ch vere used to
eross the TIRER on Highway 2 and te seize high grournd on the outskirts of

of the city te the east of Highway 2, y

. The 3rd apd 2ad Battallons followed the task force at 0245 and were

subjected to epemy artillery fire on the road and were held up by bthe eneny
on the outskirts of towa. The above force entered MO!% on VIA PALESTRIIA at
1930 and wes immediately behimd the first tanks that entered, 411 this rove-
ment on the 4th of Jume teok place along Highway 6 leading inte RCIE,

June 5-6-7 - The regirent was in ROXL prover exnloiting and rﬁlrclun” along
its assigned streets. All three battalions crossed the bridges on Hishwew §
2 at dppr@m%tely 0500. in this order: 3rd, lst, 2nd, At 0630 the lst and
3rd Battalions comtimied te pursue the enery, In abovt one hour heavy N A
machine gun fire was emcountered., Capt. BCROUIST, lst Bn S-3, was wounded) 4
The lst Battalien wined eut the rezistance with tank and artillery fire and ° |
and advamced approximately 6 miles capturing about fifteen (15) orisoners. ¥|
The battalion t@ak defensive positions and the 3rd and 2nd Battalions continded.
the push. :
8ince 1savimgf ROME the scctor assigned this regirent was that the left i
flank wenld rest om Highway 2 and advance along an irresular frontage, e
lst'Battalion atbacked ‘nerth rassing through the 2nd Hattalicn about noon ™
6 dame capturing FORMEIIO and continuing the advance to the morth. Only(
range artillery amd mortar fire was encountered during the deoy.
 ihe regiment moved mearly 2 miles since leaving ROE early 5 June.
On the might of 6 Jume battalions entrenched south of CAMPAGH A‘Gf“ DI ROME D
on the Tth June the 2md Battalion mushed through CAPAGMANO DI ROIA to
an ob jective gbeut 5 miles north of the towm, The lst Battalion was in
. peserve, No resistence was encountered during this moverent. At dork on °
7 June the 351st Infantry passed through the regirent relieving it during N
-the night, whereupon the regtmﬁt remained in bivouac in Division reserve. N

'.t--}x%p shows mutes of all mpvements,

s

-1 -



'fwes;t bjr' all wen end. Officers.

“inte the ALRA
- personnel Section moved imte the Regimental H@ odcuarters area., This vwas the

June 19-21 ~ '

ik
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ITAIX at’ me same bn.muac. ‘This was a veriod ei’ mch needed

On &tk dune the Feplacement Ca*&pany marched about 'LS miles from south
of VﬁR&&EA te a point abeut twe miles morth of FOHIELIO.,  The FHenlacerent

heeds

_ .G@mamy was kept as mear te Service Commany as possible at all tizes. On
-10th Jume it was: dighanded and all the ren in it were attached to various

corpanies, On 12 Jume Battalions were moved by trmicks approvimetely 50 wiles

4o the ALBANO avea, The entire regiment made this move in two days.

On Jme 13th right after dark, the last eloents of the resirent,
consisting of |the Service Company and the ‘%n_-acﬁ rent Commany cadre, L'.oved

i‘t i

area from vicinity Merth of FORAMSILO. On June 14th the

fivst time that. the ‘eptire regiment was together in one locality since it

left the- vieimity of PIEDMONIE on March 1st. Attoched man shows the areas

@cmm,eci by. tlw varieus arpaﬁlzatlons.

w

A8 - %merally, this peried was devoted to rest for men and Officers,

-resmmlﬁng, and. M@rqamtzati@m. - Passes to ROIME were issued, and nichtly shows
-were arranged by the Orientation Officer., Uuring the rest period ren were

given the usual exchange of clothinz at a shower unit. The beach at ‘the
lake afforded excellent opportunity for swirwing which es used by rAny.

bBay’ pa,ssas ware lssued te visibd ROME to an alloted number of both men snd
officers, Many others were sent to the Hest Center in IOME on a nass for a
duration of several days. Several Officers were gont to fixcelsior Hotel in
ROME 2nd others to SOREENTO on three day nasses, '

During this peried all supply pcrsopm,l were busy attemtine to £ild
all shortages of eam.lpmwt and supplies., Gas kasks -ere reissusd, The
lst Battalion was the alert battalien Tor the Livision and marded +the heach

‘during the perioed of June 16-18.

hese three d&.ys were devoted to traiming, A definite schedule
was followed daily frem Q700 te 1500, A definite mmrber of men were sent from
each battalion te the range. The folleowing weanmons were fired: -1, carbines,

' BAR, rifle gremades, and Bazookas. 1t was a thousand inch firing renge. A

nam grenade court wee eatablished and used, A warning movement order was

.. received on the might of June 18th and on Tuesday the regiment issued a
warning order te all erganizations pending the anticinated moverent for the

ni_glai; @i‘ June Elst.

June 21,-22 Regimental TI“MST“DI”B&":-" on Officer and Lt, Watson were assigned

the mssie:s: T crzm'h.act. ‘the uzdt that occunied the area that this regirment

was ewdared +o wove imte., Training was carried on as usual on June 215t and
aftor 15600 all erganizatiens prepared for the moverent and everything wes in

re&dim‘ss befere dark, & gmartering party left at 1330 to the new zrea tn
take care of their duties, The first mArch unit moved on schedule » .

A

apd all erganizations clesed imto the area in the early mornins hours after

dayligm.
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started at 0700 accoréing
On %c‘au,wda y Tﬂﬁrn n, Jxme

Bﬁsi@&ﬁ-‘&éﬁ awards to their men.
_.,:wa's“ the alert Battalion u*-a.:c:i.ng.r tie period Juns 23-27.

fp&ss@& to ROVE emnd others had the opnortunity to
a&z‘uces mre carr—s ed out as nev SChC’d‘U__..eo

Hq_ﬁ 35(3‘»?;}1 Irf antry F.G. .y Qatea '72» June 1":’,2{- Dur'Ln:J'
ey of Gas Officers and Gas NCOs attc*lded Division Cas
4y of the Ordnance Cempany bivouac. A range was sclected
ruse., One salvage enemy tank was allotted for the use as a
---f@r Eammkas an& AﬂuJ..—-Tﬂ{'lx" rrrenadc firing, The rifle

- '- o Fn ng on ﬁx@ r&npcs was started at 0900 on June 28th. Also

ommiicdtion personnel from thé regiment and from the battalions

ARy Wm_ tion officers attended a demonstration by the Cub planes

- k@iﬁ.ﬂg ap and-delivering messages. Panels were used to locate the pickun
or the g‘mﬁmd; Ppon returning to the rﬁg;_mental ared sore training was

: T -'ﬁh the @ub nlanes.

m‘kﬁﬂi&s@ @fémt&twn @f awards to mev*bers oi‘ the Division, O’che“ periods
¢ day were dewoted to the regular schedule. On June 29th the schedule was
> St i‘. _'*berferance. _ The 8-3 and three Reglmental Iiaison Oi‘f:.ce:rs

‘“arget s@meta.m ne:rt weeic. ‘i'ha MP tﬂ.dtosn conetmct@d wire
re was ne eother special training ‘bal{'\ﬂ" nlace begides
e schedule. Ranges were utilized to the fullest extent for
Carbines, Bazookas, and Anti-Tanlk r:r.i'le ﬂ:rerﬂde were
od 1 June to 30 June show: KIA 1 aﬁ ‘and Evacusted 48,

Colanel Iﬁfan‘crv
Cormanding
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7 August 1944.

'MISTORICAL NARRATIVE JULY 194k

JUIY 1-7 =D g this period the Regiment was in bivouac near TARQUINIA, Province
of ROMA, undergoing strenuous training, in compliance with directives from higher
Headquarters, to prepare for returning into action against the enemy. Company B,
760 Tank Battalion moved imto the Regimental bivouac area to participate in prob-

‘lems involving coordinated infantry-tank-artillery maneuvers.

On Saturday, 1 July 44, at 1000, an impressive ceremory arkd parade was held
to present medals and awards and honor those Officers and men who recenr them.
The afternoon was devoted to recreational activities to include sm.lmn:mg
TYRRHENIAN SEA.

Sunday, 2 July L4, was spent in rest and religious services wers heLd for men
of Catholic, Protestant and Jewish faith.

Wednesday, 5 July 44 brought a directive from 88th Division Hesdquarters for
the Regiment to prepare for movement forward to relieve the lst Armored Division.
The Regimental, Battalion and Special Unit Commanders made a reconnaissance of
this new area which was between the 34%9th Infantry Regiment on the right and ele-
ments of the 34th Infantry Division on the left. The Replacement Compeny was re-
constituted in the afternoon by attaching all personnel in excess of T/Q strength.
The Regiment moved under cover of darkness from TARQUINIA to the new area north of
POMARANCE (a distance of approximately 75 miles) and campleted the occupation of
the sector during the next morning.

The troops rested for the greater part of the day, on 6 July 44, while Bat-
talion Commanders made a reconnaissance to prepare for the relief of the lst Ar-
mored Division. Sporodic, long range enemy artillery fire throughout the day and

~ night caused ng damage.

On Friday, 7 July L4, the Regimenta.l and Battalion Commenders made a recon-
naissance of the forward areas in preparation for impending action. Orders were
received and initial objectives assigned. The lst Bn was assigned the left sector
and the 3rd Bn was to attack on the right while the 2nd Bn remained in Regimental
reserve., Each Bn was supported by one compeny of Tanks from the 760th Tank Bn
and one campany of TD's fram the 70lst Tank Destroyers.

JULY 8 - The attack moved off as scheduled at 6230 and reached the lst phase line
3n one hour., Despite the stiff enemy resistance the initial objectives were reach-

" ed before dark which was well within the time allowed. The 2nd Battalion moved

up to take over the 3rd Bn zone, during the night, and the troops rested on the
initial objective and prepared to continue the attack the next morning.

JULY 9 = The push was resumed at 0400 with the 1lst and 2nd Bns abreast and the
3rd Bn in reserve. Enemy resistance was mach stiffer m‘bh heavy artillery, mortar
and machine gun firey T R o i %

of the river. k_ne
Regiment as the advafiiwhs
do this the Bn|occupge
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CIPRIANO and VILIAMAGNA. The hard fighting during the day caused a heavy expend-
iture of. ammmnition so it was necessary to meke a temporary halt for re-supply.

JULY 10 - The attack was contimued at 0900 after a peaceful night with little art-
illery fire., The drive was gradual but steady notwlthstanding the fierce artillery
and mortar fire with which the enemy strove to cover all routes of apmroach and the
determined automatic weapons and amall arms fire that caused many casualties.

.JUIXY 11 - The attack was contimued with the lst and 3rd Bns leading and the 2nd
Bn closely behind the 1lst and mrotecting the left flank., Little progress was made
since orders were to reorganize and strengthen positions.

JUIXY 12 - After|a night'!'s rest the attack was launched at 0900 with the 1st, 2nd
and 3rd Bns in line from left to right. Savage resistance backed by heavy artillery
and mertar fire marked the opening of this days offensive but after the first hour
the Regiment was advancing slowly but steadily. At 1900 the enemy counterattacked
with approximately two platoons in the sector occupied by F Campany. Excellent
artillery suppart and strong defensive fires broke up this attack and inflicted
severe casualties upon the enemy. The Regiment reached its objective and all units
reorganized and prepared to carry on the attack after midnight. Roads in the Regi-
mental zone had been heavily mined. Capt. OIT was killed and 1lst Lt. D'BENEDETTO
-geverely injured (died later) when their wvehicle struck a Teller mine while they.
were moving the 2nd Bn CP forward.

JUIY 13 - At 0400 the advance was resumed against weaker enemy resistance. Desig-
nated objectives were quickly taken and missions rapidly campleted. All personnel
scheduled to return to the Unites States on Rotation or temporary duty were re-
called from their companies and assembled near the Persomnel section to await fur-
" ther orders. - Service Company had moved to bhe banks of the ERA river. There were
241 replacements sent farward and assigned to companies within the Regiment.

JULY 14 - The attack was resumed before daylight and contimued throughout the day.
Opposition was sparodic and an advance of over 2 miles was completed. The Regi-
mental CP received a direct hit from enemy artillery but no damage was done to
personnel or eguipment.

JULY 15 - An artillery barrage started this days attack at 0500 and the advance

- progressed steadily against strong opposition. The 1st and 2nd Bns were the for-
ward elements while the 3rd Bn followed and protected the right flank. The Regi-

mental CP was struck by enemy artillery killing 3 enlisted men and slightly wound-

ing It. Col. COCHRAN, Regimental Executive Officer, who conmtimumed with his duties.

Seven Officer replacements joined the regiment during the day and were sent forward

to Join the units to which assigned. After dark the 2nd Bn was relieved by the

3rd Bn, placing the 2nd’ Bn in reserve.’

JULY 16 - The attack started at 0300 with the lst and 3rd Bns as the attack echelon
with the 1st Bn on the left. Close support was provided by B Company of the 760th
Tank Battalion. Objectives were rapidly taken against strong eneny resistance al-
though enemy artillery fire was less effective than in previous attacks. Upon

o, -
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reaching thei? objectives the troops dug in to hold their ground and await the
coming up of flank units. Smll reconnaissance patrols were sent forward to main-
tain close contact with the enemy. Numerous clanges were effemted within the Offi-.
cer personnel of the Regiment. Three Officer and 149 enlisted replacements joined
the Regiment and were assigned to units.

JULY 17 - The attack was continued at daylight with all elements taking their ob-
jectives. The villas of TONDA and TIGNAMIRA were taken by E Company. Enemy air
attacks were made on E Companyr with no casualties or damage resulting., The Divi-
sion Reconnaissance troop was holding ground just west of CASTELFAIFI but unable
to advance because of enemy mines, Lbt. Col. COLEMAN was relieved from command of
the 3rd Bn which was taken over by Lt. Col. COCHRAN, Regigental Exec.

JUIY 18 - The advance contimued at 0,00 against heavy small arms and mortar fire,
The 3rd Bn struck a mine field and suffered a nmumber of casualties. The 2nd Bn

was attached to the RAMEY Force which was operating on the right flank while the

1st Bn, 349th Infantry was on the left. Extremely thick minefields were encount -
ered and "Sclm" mines were employed extensively by the enemy. The enemy was striv-
ing to delay the| advance by extensive use of demolitions to destroy bridges and .
render the narrek raths impassable. The Engineers and Anti Tank Company did ex—
cellent work in removing mines and making trails possible.

JULY 19-21 - During these days the Regiment remained in the same area, improving
their positions and getting a much needed rest, The 1lst Bn was now in the vicinity
of BALCONEVISI and the 3rd Bn was near PORTICHINO while the 2nd Bn was still attach-
ed to the Ramey force. Strong reconnaissance patrols were sent out, security es-
tablished and preparations made for contimed advance. The Regimental CP was now

in IEGOLI.

7 JURY 22 - At 2000 on this day the lst and 3rd Bns moved forward about 2000 yards,
on new objectives, without incident. The Regimental CP was moved to BARBIALIA and
Lt. Col. COCHRAN resumed his duties as Regimental Executive Officer. Ma jor (RES-
KOVICH, Regimehtal S-4, was designated lst Bn Executive Officer and Capt. HOUCK
was appointed S—4.

JULY 23 - The positions of the 1st and 3rd Bns were conscolidated while the 2nd Bn
remeined with the RAMEY Force., Orders were to hold the mresent ground and not

- advance unless directed by higher Headguarters., Patrols were sent cut from the

- forward Bns to maintain close observation upon enemy dispositions.

JULY 24-31 - The positions remained the same except the 2nd Bn, being relieved from
the RAMEY Force the 6th Bengal Lancers, was returned to Regimental control.’
July 24 active operations for this phase ended while the Regiment remained in posi-
tion and prepared to move to a bivouac area in the vicinity of SAN VIVAIDO and
CALIF(RNIA. This move was accomplished on the nights of July 29-30 and July 30-31.
From the start of the drive on 8 July 44 the 350th Infamtry fought more than
fifteen miles across rugged; hilly terrain in which the enenmy frequently held dom-
inant observation features. The Regiment encountered heavy artillery and mortar
fire, thick mine fields and strongly held delaying positions but proved again its
o capacity to overcome these obstacles and complete its mission on schedule.

.
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canmnication facilities were unexcelled. One hundred miles of wire was
laid and maintained so that all units had telephone cammunication whenever.
needed, Radio was also available to units within the Regiment and to higher

HISTRY "(Gont. 1d) .

echelons.

PERSQNNEL_SUMMARY
Killed in action officers Enlisted Men Potal
during this operation 6 140 16
Wounded in Actim 32 540 572
Injured 1 111 112
‘Sick : R INNA L65

Rghcemnts Received:

Date ~ QOfficers  Enlisted Men
July 10 150

July 12 =" i 120

July 13 _ 98

July 15 A 11,

July 21 27

July 23 A4

July 25 16 8

July 30 1! 150
Prisoners (approximately) 265.
Enemy dead (approximately) 110,

COIDNEL, Infantry
Commanding
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2 July 1944.

PESITTON OF BATTALION MOUNTAIN COMBAT TEAMS

: 1, The standard arganization of Baktalion Mountain Cambat Teams
‘within the division will normally be as follows:

1 battalion of Infantiry.
1 battery of Pack Artillery with mule detachment from Pack
: o * . Artillery Service Battery.
! 1 company chemical mortars with pack mules,
Personnel from AT andCn Cos as required by the situation to
*  protect routes of supply, escort supply trains and assist
in carrying supplies.
Medical personmel including litter bearers from regimental
- Collecting Company in rnumber required by the situation.
Parters and pack mules—-size of detachments to be determined
- ' by nunber available and the situation.

2. 'No engineers will be attached to the battalion combat
teams, The Engineer Battalion will support the mountain operations by
opening tra.ila, constructing bridges, etc., and detachments can be made
available for special missions &s required by the combat teams.

3 The heavy weapons companies will carry light mchine-gtms as
a substitute for the heavies and two 8l-mm mortars instead of six. Rifle
companies will carry only two 60-mm meorters each—the extra mortar crews
- to be used to carry additional ammnitidn.

L. The ’ba.ttalimn headguarters anti~tank platoon will be employed
in its primary role Just as long as possible, By so doing, it can assist
the advanee with direct fire on pillboxes and bunkers.

When it is no longer feasible to move the AT guns, the personnel of the
ant i-tank platoon will be used to mark the trails followed by the battalion
and to furnish guards for radio relay posts. ,

| SIOAN,
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During this neriod the 257°th infantry Zegiment =es hivousced s—wproy—

imstely two 2nd one half miles northeast of the yill:ge of Villsmarre 5 158 ),

undergoing strenous trainine to mold new renl-cemwents into “he Zecironbsl
structure =nf to rrepsre for further active onerstions sgéinst the enemw,

for 3 el

Jj_ 153_011 directivzs prescribed training in Fiver crossi w:i.t 1 & view of
beim ‘ready to cross the formicable irno Hiver, bvery svailsnle minite was
utilieed to good aévant.:.we to teach ench individusl his nerticulsr role in
the com:ns: attack, |
The regirent v@s handicapred in its trsining ss there ere no. streams,
rivers or lakes in the nroximity of our bivousc area, However, excellent
re.su.lts were sccorplished with the terrsin =t hznd, 7t Ithi.s tire the rorzle

of the troons wes excellent and thev vere locking forwerd to treinins once

asain, Arrenge nerlt were irﬁ.r‘n.c.’.d:'L-:-Jtel_‘;r started tc secure showers =nd clean

clothing for the troons. The terrain could “e descrihed as “ently-rolling
with smell villares slwsvg c2pning the rideses and vesks: the ridre lines

were well in|consrast to the mimerons shern sullies and sm=1} vellews: most
of the rrron.r\c‘ vns “srren., snotted here ond there hr aets tion consisting
of olive groves, w.r_itmezz‘:::rds, ané srell natches of trecs 'fh cn usurliy 3’:‘01.-
lov=d the inbermitient stream »ecs.
‘)
On Tvesday, 1 Aurust, & school was given for 211 officers =nd non-

commissioned of ficers by sach senrrote hattslion to indoctrinate the nrin-

cinle of

]

river cros > into the ey levders of the RHesgliwent. so thst in

turn; they =~onld be 2hle to instruct the men in the training thst folloyed.
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" To assist in| the instruction were the offiicers and men A s il e s oo

Engineérs and an attached unit of the 19°h incineers, II Corns troons.

Also on hand were isrtillery and Cannon Commany, Tanz, and ¥,D, Liaiscn of-

fiecers who were valuable for their nart of the instruection.

~
.

Traininz was started at C700 and continued unitil 1530 +ith tyo hours
instruction in the evening ’f'I'O"l 1230 to 703D hours., 'n recards to the

ralainz, the following nmoints were erwhasised: Iisplay of iciipment,

ck

.*eco*mai ssance Site Selection, ‘ridres used ‘in Crossinrs, ermen
of a Biver 1ine, :n'1c1 {merations of Snecial Units in crossing rivers.

On Tednesday, 2 Sugust, 104, trainine storted at 0700 hours. 11
instruction was handled by officers and kev non-commissioned oficers who

attended *he|school held for them the day before. Colonel J. . IRY, tne

fesimental Cprmander,. -disited each battalion snc o the assenbl ed officer

S»

rﬂ.r:._--ed the tactical sitwation =nd events known un Lo that tize concorn-

ing the river ecrossing. Four hours were snent on the folloiring tlires
ints! TPrincinle of Hiver Crossing, Disnloy of DRiver Cro ssine Leans znd

Lo

the IL? Assault Boat: after this nreliminar:; worls, forietions ~vere rshearss

for Tour hours. Training ceaced at 1600 hours.
A a1 071 d . At L 5thi

During these three days, the river crossiug training was conibimad

wa:th emshasis "\laceu on individuals snd asseult vaves actually crossins the

rivar by use of hand lines over fiords, foot bricres, and assault hoats.,

The iecimental comex r]lr'ﬂt'\.ons platoon nace nlans and nrenared to hemve a

B iesa

team cross the river witk each hathtzlion andé meet at a nreviously desirnz

Vil

o, "

wrire

ted

nlace, Tron where the battalions could carry tireir vire forwvard. . leansg of

.+o the other techniczl traininc.

waternroofing and carﬁ.t‘z.ng:‘_ radios and ecuinment were wvorlled out in addition
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ving the crossing of a river at might. Since mo streams were to be fou-d

--gf g,&ugmst, each battallon conﬂuctcﬁ

in owr area, suitatle terrain was selected so as to »rovide a steen valley

to simzlate the actual river site. Stress was placed on the seleétion of

';ééémkly areas, rowtes selected to the river site, formetions, noise, and
i - the abllztv % - armll unit commanders to select their objectives in dark- |
ness, The follmwzng ﬂornlﬂn of fth dupust was devoted to care and cleaning
u'of.waamons, wltn a-crithue held in the afternoon on the previous wesl's
ﬁ;aiﬂing. 411 pattalion probléms were h=ld in each bzttalion‘é resrechtive
af@as; ' l
: On Sunday morning, 6 August 1944, a colorful ceremony was given Zor
the presentation of awards won on the field of batﬁle. The Hegiment waes
formed at 0850 in an open field at 498418 (Ref: map: 1/50,000, Falaia, Italy -
3he§t 112-1). Brigadier General KURTZ was present to renresent the Liv-

jsion Commsnder. Beginning at 0900, Colonel J. C. FRY ga§e a twenty-five

mimite resume of world events up to the nresent, Colonel IHY {then intro-

'dﬁce& GenﬁrﬁléKﬂRTZ, ﬁho expressed his plezsure to nresent the Iegioﬁ of
%ériihapd 3ilver Star medals won in combat. 'ith two ranks facing the
.éﬁeék@rxﬁ'sﬁand, Generai KURTZ presented the Lesion of Merit to Olezardas
Kiandania,'lst Sgt., of Cémpénj'“ﬁ" and nineteen 3ilver Stars té the fol-
lowing men: It. Col. WALTER E. BARE, Jr., Lt. Col, CORBGTT ILLIAISOH,
T/8gt, Hurshel Kidd, Sct. Francis C. Consalves, Cnl. George Duffy, 7/
Herbert G.:séliébﬁry;*?fc. Edward J. Gallant, Pfec. Kins Lee, Pfec, Civde

Ehhly,,ﬁfc, George F, Purvis, Pvt, Josenh Annicchiarico, and Fvh. Owen

Sanderlin.

L]

" The follewihg_%amsd'men.also received Silver Stzrs but were hosnital-

- iged: T/Sgt.| Sam Mayo, T/Sgt. Richard J, Neely, snd Pfc. Ralph P. Gorbin,
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rotation. The following named men received “ilver Stars mosthurously: ©/3sh,

r

Harry'B, Gicketts, S/8gh. Haymond Y, Grass, and ‘fe, Fordnand Rodricue, 211

in all, the 88th Division awsrded fifty-three Silver 3tars with “ze 350th

Infantry receiving ninetesn of them.

rbils

After this was finished, Colonel FIY presented the Soldier's I'edal and
forty-three Sronze Stars. ‘his Segimert received forty-three Zronze Stars

out of the “ivision total of eighty-three, Iien receiving the DBronze Stars

2

are listed oh 2 roster that suvworts this narraiive,

- Follo*zi?!lg the presentaticn of awards, ‘eligious Services were held in

their respective area-s'.. Ln ertremely larse attendance was had at 21l serv-
i

ices..
August 7th fo Augush 15th:

; Battalion Commanders were alloted the first three days of this meriod
‘f:.c; conduct their omn nroblems to endable them to point out the wealnesses of
théif units, and in turn, to nernit the smaller sroun leaders to hecome ac-
ouainted vith the new replacements, <11 battalions condw ted the resinder
of their training in their res-ective aress, n & Aupust, an instruction
bulletin was distributed to all battalion commmnders concerning naclk oninel
trans?ﬁrt anl detailed information vwas =iven amd emlained, Our regiment
has a pack mile company consisting of four sections of sivty mules ea
section divided into four scuads of fifteen miles. During mountain omer-
ations these sections will overzte with battalion 5-4's and will ca 1“?:.1';‘:7

. ’ *
s;@?’lies from the truck or jeen head to the bathelion mule head, on 9 dus
ust, Colonei J. C. FRY sent a memorandum Lo all battslion and COTDAINT CoT-
manders, with the final distribution to be ~iven to each nlatoon leader,
“This memorandum stressed the cualitr and tyme of insiruction in the teaching

" of combat orinciples to platoons and squads. It wss pointed out that in-

et abora cantot be teo enersetic or enthusiaztic., Among other things the
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following five points were clearly emphasized: Courage b . -

fire and mov nt, terrsin, small problems and formations.

Reconmaissance of forward areas overlooking the irno Piver beszan on Aug-
urst 7th and contimed through the eleventh., Colonel J, C. FRY, his staff of-
f;i.cers and battalion cormanders took nart and were able to see their alloted
~ areas; a2 bivouic area was assigned and a definite sector was shown for the
expected crossing site., At this particular time, & New Zealand Division was
_occupyiﬁg the sector and our reconnaissance group mintained close coatdct with
them: our men accompanied several Mew Zealsnd patrols to actually see their
sector, the routes leading to the river and to inspect the river site itself.
It was found that the river reached a denth of only two and one half feet and
in IIB.IU places, could easily be crossed mthout hindrance. As vhotographs wrev-
iously showe .,-t.he north bank was quite steep and high, throughout its entire
length, The Regimental Commnications Officer and his wiremen succedded in
Jaying wire and mking some preparations for ﬁhe coring attack,

During this period the Special Service Oficer presented moving nictures
each night to the conmbat team and was successful in obtaining two dels. htfui
stage shows--one s being the famed "Stars and Grines" presentation by the 'ifth
Aymy Special Service. On the 10th of August the entire Regiment wa.s. évyaﬁped
with'a driving rain and little training was carried on, “raining was resumed

the following day with small unit problems but only until 1500 wphen the wornk:
_ceaéed in order to conduct a night exercise at 2300. A1l battalions parti-
cipated in the cross country movement (see overlay) covering a distance of
three miles; |the first phase consis‘ted ‘of a relatively short advance by all
platoons in ﬁrd;r that as many péople‘ as possible I;e.trained in raintaining
direction and conbact with adjscent units at night. “hen the Tirst objeétix,e
- was 'réac:hed, corpanies contimied to advance in comany colusn and unon arrival

at their objective, troops prepared defensive nositions to await an attack. -

-
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The followingz morning was dewied to a coriticue of ‘Lhe rm —— e

2nd in care 'md clezming of wmerons: &@lso & chzck was made Lo insure

1
0]
_‘_.'2
]

that 211 men were ready for corbat, "he szrme doys lLreiming meuorandum was

distrilutsd by division evnlainine that the resirent would heove Lize for ad-
ditionzl treining in this area dnd included ~oints to be stressed in “he
following wezk, To round out the day, all. men were siven showers accowding

[ >3

to & nlannad schednle, The followine morning, Sunday 12 lucuest, reli-iocus
services were "18_-. for the: entlre 1°e'*3_“'z"+ with the rest of the day allotad

to rel *:.,Llon.
Aug}_]éjj 15th to fugust 20th:

in exciting and inferestinz corwa rn-,z ve contezt wms held 15 iusast 194,
to determine by cormarative scores, the outst-e:ndi.n;.-t corrarnies in the
of the rifle, m:,‘;zrrhine zun ané pistol, Hach batvslion steged thelr contest on

L] hg

the ssme range; 211 haavy weapons commenies {rnishad each rifle comsany one
sect:n,on of heavy mech:me suns to lend addéiticnsl surrort to the Tirinz, To

add inkerest to the contest, esch mon volunteerad +o comtribute .fifty cents

to & fund, so|that the winning organizstlon wwoild he entitled to 2 s;'-.lre‘:abl.c
nfize; this mrize amounted to 936,00, After the tebulstion of the [inal
results, it was found that .C'om«any "', cormended by Cantain FICYD & HaikGe
STROM, had taken the wrize with a totel score of one thousand snd six; fol-
lowing clnsely, in second nlace, was Cormany “L" -7dth their total score showing
one taou.._e_zd e né five--one noinf short of the winner. Those cox manies re-

CFJ_“"I ng a score nf mpe handred or better foll-w in order of resulis: Conw
nany 1M _ nine hundred ‘and ﬁt*-r-sj::t; Comany "I - rine mindred snc forty—~

=

siv: Comany "K' ~ nine hundred cnd thirty-nine end Comany "C" :ith a gcore

.

of nine hundred and five. ‘8 a reward for finishing in second =lics, Uommany

MM was given one day free time and transported to the beach for suimdnz, In

he mnercentace of hits ezch bathal 1onn=‘ce:-_vmc} out of a n ossﬂﬂ'p ,.or'lj,v_.:,l}r

as ! - &
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hrﬁéamé @iﬁﬁh“ty, the third battalion toolr First Noner smomeme mrommmeorr— YRS ;

eisht-benths nercent; the first batitalion was in second place +ith seventeen

mr“ two~tenths nercent and the second hattalion followed with seventeen ~nd

two-tah ths percent.

~

On fifteen Aamust, the reginment was ensaced in a day and
thzt bagan at seven hundred hours, continued throush “he nisht znd “indshed

e

at fifteen hLmd‘I‘ad hours the Tollowing day. "™e battzlions left thelir sress

C

in the arp~reach manc: snd entered tnelr forward asserhly ar..s st eleven
(see m—pﬂ av) nrenmared toahtack southwest and obtain the hish

r froat., Jumping off into tne attack at fourteen huadred homrs,

the regiment gsecared its' objeciive snd imwedistely vent into dufensive ~os-

iticns for the nizht, "o the rear, the sunrl’es were being transnorted S
mile and food was brousght to the troors at dusl, e followin~ mwrnines, the

regiment attacled over the zare ground, ercen~t t-iz ti-e, the direcction of

attack was northeast. Ifter srrivins 2t tre'r oh’ectives, the battzlions h:d
lunch, which rad been ._'i,ssued the nisht nrevious, and then returned tec their
bivonac areas by fifteén hundred hours. Irmecd ately following the m{f—:;*ch , @
foct insnection was _Eald to destermine 'hg condition o7 the men's feat; the

~

rermainder of the dar was Qp.ent in care and cleanins of e uinrent, ‘Thet even-
ing a d.ei:" ég'h“c,-:”'.‘ll-p,:«x_rty was held by the third ‘:;.ﬁt'L alion off“cers in Cast-1falfy ,.
ftaly, with Co'r._mel MCBRIDE, the rivision chief of stafy, the honored est.

“n seventeen Augmist, the re,:";;iment was formed in the'3pecial Jexw’ce
ﬁh'eaﬁe;‘ to hear a.ﬁ.i.ntfsreatirg Lacture, b an of“fcer irem the -’;our:f;er_f‘nt.el.;

Y : : . _

ligérice Dorns, on +he imo;*?:az;ce ol éecuri.'t:-f. meesures in conbatin~ the eneny
ss;:.:‘._om;ge. 113-4'-{;94__.“ in the ai"ber‘noon, fohe bat*taa.’l.f?.ons resunred their trainin-~ with
the direct sm:“o"*, of tanks, which were attrched for this trainins, 't the
-‘.‘.;:ame- tize, recimental Snseial units ene god in 2 comrebitive morksmenshin
c@.ﬁ'?-est,t détermné their a:bili"by to fire individuzl weawons.* "hot evering,

_ i o o _
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of the Second battslion jeoined torather for a wnarty snd enjinved

6]

.the officer

a nleasant eve n*nr‘ at Castelfalti, The regimentel comn;nger, Colonel J, C. MY,

was nresent i"o‘r the occasion: the narty ended w'th everyone enjovinzg the even-

Through 18 and 19 Ausust, ths first and second bsthalions commleted their

conbined tanm=infantry T'a_cllr."ﬂ g by running nlstoon and scuad nroblems, as the

thitd bettalion corbinued trainine in ‘he use of 211 weaswons., :nst oi the 1%th

of Ausust wes d.er.mted Lo sho'.-'re::‘sl and care and clesnine of eruinrent , Jor the
third successive rﬁght, another battalion, the i‘zr t, enjoved their inmitial
narty in the area, holding it at Céstelfali‘i'. 3zndviiehes and cockteils were
available =zlonz ﬁ«:ith-:zm_sic for dancing while groun singing wzs heard through-

out the entire evening, Three commenders were nresent and nariticizated in the

funs Teneral I:'*NDALL, Gen_erél RURTZ end Colonel J. O, FRY,

=

A gay of est was had by the resirent on twenty - mgust with relisious
services held throushout the day. #t nine thirty hours a c*uari;sraringé pady
consisting of the rezimental 5-7, the battzlion com inders =and a non-comfnﬁ_,s;-,
sioned officer “rom each urrit 5 left :‘"01; the vieinity of Leshorn to select new
pivouac areas, # march order was made (see supmorting neners) concerning thé
move;rnen;ﬁ of Core:bat. Team #2 and the regiment pre~zred to leave early the nevt
morning. Captain FOREY gssumed his new aum esl as evimental 3-1. ‘“hrourhout
the dzy, seven hundred znd twenty-five men of the re~irent weve taken to the

\ -
beach for swimming and sun bathing,.

v

oF

‘The following morning, the corbat teaw E'u&l’"bed mving with the first

group leaving jat wo thirty hours. “he road followed  was sizty =fles long =nd

cuite dust -, but the convoy arrived on tie, in orderly fashion aznd with no

.accidsnts: the last zroup closed into The new bivouac area at welve—th Tty

“hours, hile in this area, the rezim:nt operated as a conbat tesm in M4fth

»

- B -
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_Armr Raserve with’ at*ack;ed urgte »ith us: this comorised Conkzt 'eam ¢ 2 4

During our stay in this area, one batizlion, motori ed, wias held in readi-

- ness for emloyment on two hours notice; tie "alert" neriod for baottslions
wys 2 twenty—fou*' hour tour--from 0501l wo OE0T: nersonnel checiks were mnde

at : @vel'!'ln 1'2n rg T700, and 2120, “hile in this area, all troops roezived

P
.

four Eﬁ'o'-.zrs training anq fou:r hours of swimming and sunervised othletics

d-ail:l-".- "he 1T gi.mantgl transﬁortaticn of f“cer: irnishec tricis ho c::.rz'_\,.r"all
m"’m’m‘m na‘_rties- o ';:,he beach, as jeens were restricted Por thisz wurpose, 1L
rersonn-.-- returned from the besch by 2130 each aftzrwon,
Drill davs started at 0720 with trainine for 27 iucust, bptionel.
'Iggmdig.tely after arriving in this area, work beran on & club for of-
ficers and also an enlisted men's club; “wo Tine villas wwere secured on Lhe
heach at éiz.:-c‘iz-anza » & small suburb just south of Iechorn, Drinks werc zervad,
Ttalian orchestras were hired and.. arrarnesents racde to Sﬁrvo Tancwiches,
ifter ;an amazingly Short time, these clubs were oixe:r‘ :ting and afforded
place of entsri pir}m nh ::nd rest that ws enjoye_a:i by #11. "o reach the cluva

from the bivoupc area it was necessary to drive south on hish-ay ib. 1 to

Via dcericus Vespucel (072416) théen scuthwest to the beach vicinity (0761.10)

¢ 5
\5ee MEn/.

A tra.irﬁ.ﬁﬁ schedule was distrisuted cn 22 fugust coverin~ the hours znd
sabjects to be ‘taken up by *-:,He batialions for the following sevan c_i::;r.c,-‘. B
phasj;s was p]_,.;;sced oﬁ tpaining of the indivi dvel soldier rnd finzlly de-eloned
into scuad and platoon p-rlélbllams heing »r ﬁ:ek’.ﬂ;s;zd before a selected =roun of

2ad =nd nlshosn wroblers were started on 26

of i ners who acted as Judges: s

o

intshed the cour:ze,

™
= &

hugast and continued until the last sousd and nlatoon had
Mo facilitaste the final scoring, Score sheets were used in un efiective renner .

- -
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ofuls. was distributed For ih

hedules were played and a grest cormetitive snirit

oir‘@moointed its owm athletic's officer who directed

aleng**:r_th athletics, grimwing was enjoved bhy all zs

opmortn iﬁs were afforded to po to the beadh.
2 o The close of the memth finds the health and worale of the troons st a

veﬂ?‘:&"hlfzh level. 411 personnel of this regiment are again lookinz forvard to

@lﬁrsing wth he enemy and hastening the termination ol the »mr in Zurove,

0 I,
J. O, ¥RY
’ Colonel, Infanfry
Commanding

LT

: ; By m% HAPAP Daie #&pi
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SEPTENBER

-
W

&t this time, was still bivouaced in the area approx-

.-.,ima’taell:y‘ twe ams ane-hali‘ miles east of Livorno, Italy, (see mep) and
.'“fkwaa yﬁrsning a prﬁgram of small unit training, including company and

i“fg;ba”ﬁallon pr@ﬁlems with special empha51s on conduct of combat in mount-

n@us terr&in. @n 1,September, platoon problems were contimued through-

‘jﬁott th@ d&y., Iﬁ-#he late afternoon a Hinstrel Show was presented to the.
 ’:;enlistaé-m$nna% their club on the beach at Ardenza and was an outstanding

Laﬁ'ﬁwca&ss. Bﬁriﬁg”ﬁhﬁ-afﬁérnooﬁ of 2 September, Colonel J. C. ¥RY, the

"?'xmal esmm&nder, ‘held a meeting of all battalion, compeny and special

egmmalders t@ 1nstrmct them in & plan of streamllnina their bat-

:ﬁ&lib&sff'; the anticipated mountain operations. It was emphasized that
_ailﬁéénésé eqaipmeﬁﬁ and personnel were to be left behind and a detailed
: pl&a was made f@r the employment of the heavy weapons companies, .Ih'ad-
dd ‘“ﬁg aach apec1al'an1t commander wag conSthed and all problems were
uﬁkgéﬁieaﬂcerming tactical deployment of their units and their supply
th§ mmaﬂtains.r.Erigaaiér General ¥URTZ visited Colonel FRY at 1830

AS-the regimant was held in Corps rzeserve at this time, one bat-

i”fﬁalﬁﬁﬁﬁwggQa&w@yw maiﬁi&im@d on a twenty-four hour alert to be able to

iamerﬁaney in two houvs, followed by the remainder of the

; ﬂgh% hﬁums. Serv1cgs-were held on Sunday, 3 September, with

T m$g-m C\?x .‘n CFJE?TGC'D To:

1C§§§3H iCLL w“::q E

e evE TR ADIUTART GENM
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t&lt@n entaring the assemb3v area advancing to the line of departure and
then drlving the enemy'fram the high ground in the vieinity of Volle Bende-
Rdatta (éee 0§eriay). The first bat%aliom ran thr-ugh the problem from 07ND
hours to lZOO hours with the second battalion doing likewlse from 1307 hours

to . 1800 houps, Lt, Col COGEF«-&N the FP{flmﬂn‘bpl b recutive Of..."l.f"e’.l", was in

charge of the problem with Major COLLIER, Regimental 5-2, in charge of the

enemy detail whiéh was furnished by the Anti-Tank Company, Colonel J. C.
FRY inspected the problems throughout the day and was well pleased with
thé Qerfermange of the battalions, The following morning, 5 Septembér, the
third battalion conducted their exﬁfcise. Colonel VY received-Brig&ﬂier
Genersl PAUL KENDALL, Commanding General of the Division, at the 33&th
Field Artillery airstrip and both commanders observed the third battalion
iﬁ its field préblem. In the afternoon, Colonel J. C. FEY presented awards
to the firq£ battalion at 1330 hours, the second hattalion at 1400 hours,
and the thiwd battalion at 1500 hours w <th the following officers and men
‘receiving Silver Stars: Captain STERLING A_ BOEQUIST, 1lst Bn, Uq-:1s+ 5

IEONARD S, HEBEL, Company "L"; 8/8gt William J’. Tagner (posthumonsly),

Gompanj'”G"; T/Sgt John R. Bakalian, Company nGH, (4n hospitai inH.8da),

The following officers aﬁd men were presented Bronze Otars hy the Regimental

Gommandgf: Méjor'MIKE J. OR?SKH@IGH; 2nd Bn. He; let Lt, YALTER W. S5COIT,

Comgany YB¥; 1st Lt. LOREN F, BEYSON, 2: nd Bn, Hq.; lst Lt., LATRENCE H. DVITES,
‘ Compény "GM; Captein D&Eﬁ . GRIFITY, Compamy "IV (nospital }; 3/4gt John

Gogan, aompany ugh . Pfe f‘hﬂrleu 3 Martz, Compans "E"; Pfe Teon J. Tremblay,

(“emp&mr MEH; S/ug‘b Samiel V:quontl, f‘OW‘)&“N‘ pits Pfe Bdward T.. Owens, GCom- -

pany "L¥; Sgt Joseph E, b01ue; Compony "L": Pvt Semmy L. Teylor, Compeny "MY:

'$/Sgt Talter W. Zchoenemsn, %@ﬁical.ﬁetachment; T/5 Vormean F, Hoefling, Yedi-
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cal Detect ent, T/5 Chester XKerscke, l'edical Detachment; Pvt Carl
Kennedy (hpspital), Medical Detachment; Pvt John ®, inlker, Medical
Detachment; and Pvt Franeis X, laher, Preceeding the nresentations,
Captein J. V. HOREY, Regimental S5-1, read the citetions concerning esch
man which was followed by a short 2Adrese by Colonel FRY praising the
men who actually received the awards and at the same time lavding the re-
mainder of the men who have participated in the past oneretiocns and ner-
formed their duties in an outstending manner, After the ceremonies, the
battalions were marched from the field by their respective hattalion
commanders and contimued their training for the remainder of the day.
Later'the same evening, Coloﬁel.FRY received 2 verbal order to
move the Hegiment just west of Galluzzo, Italy, to rejoin the NRivision,
which was [bivonacing approximately three miles southwest of Florence,
Ttaly., Immediately plans were macde to mowve and the following morning, 6
September, the third battalion started their move at 0900 hours, Tollowed
by the second battalion., Regimental Headguarters ieft Leghorn at 1150
and arrived in the new area in a driving rain at 2030 hours. Special
Units and the first battalion did not lesve until the following dsav. On

7 September, the new area was not considered suitable =nd the Pegiment

moved into another area (see overlays ond supvortine parers) at 0700 hours.

The weather was extremely bad, consisting of a driving rain end a strong
wind., All in all: in the exchange of areaa‘frgm Leghorn to the vicinity
of Floren e; the Regiment covered a ~igtance of ninety-eight miles,
érigadie General PAUL ¥, KENDALL, the Commanding General, visited Colonel
FRY at 1630 hours to inspeet o:r area and to accept the Rergiment once more

under division control., Soon thereafter, the remainder of the Rezirent,

Special Units, and the first battalion closed into the area; EntiTank
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| : _ {;Gaanam Gompany at 1630 hours; and finally the Pirst
';?gfhat%alian-mavimg in to clese the Regiment at 1700 hours.

Jﬂﬁ; %Q 5§E ember 16th:

“ﬁhwwing ths hard rains of the pravicus day, g September enabled

‘the entira Rﬁgﬁmsaﬁ to dry all blankets and equipment, clean weapons; and -

.tgfimpxﬁvajthe.bivva&c'site iteself, During this process General KENDALL
_and General RAMEY, new assistant divisional commsnder, visited the Regi-

mental ar é; and conducted an inspection throughout the battalion areas

i r and were ) 11 pleased with general orderliness and efficiency of the site,
I even under the difficult terrain, In the afternoon, starting at 1530 hours,
'Eol@nél,J«'C, FRY held & meeting of all battalion commanders, their exec- |
-_‘utiﬁa @fficersg &nﬁ their S-é‘s, and discussed plans concerning the future
.‘@paramianﬁ mf the Regiment In conjunction with this, Colonel FRY issued
a memaran@um to battalion and company commanders which stressed their
-maapﬁm&ibility‘in keeping thelr commands suitably organized, equipped, alerted
 [2*?am& in kaeping the men entimsiastic toward closing with the enemy, Phys-
:*ical txaining and 2 full field inspection occupied all of Saturday, 9
:September. All-ef'the-mornlng was dedicated to preparing and getting
L arrangad‘far the inapeetion which took place during the hour before lunch

;aﬂd.was  &pervmsed,by Colonel J. C. FRY, assisted by the Reglmental Staff,

S addition to rsgular training being carried out in the afternoon, Regi-

ental Haadqmartara Company held a ahort but interesting presentation of
“9&wards. G@lmnsl - 8 C. FRY presented the Silver Star to Captein M. Q. DAVIS
_ and the Br@mze Star to Staff Sergesnt James V. Gaut as the company looked
Theae awar@s were presented at this time as the men to be presented
j§w¢re &bssmt‘at ths time of the previous presentation. Sunday, 10 Septem- -~

Ji;fbar saw thﬁ Regimemt engaged in religious activities on the Sabbath, which
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'_ft.he usnal v:.gmr and arrbhus:Lasm as everyone realized tnat the coming opera-
Lens wauld test ‘their abn.llty, resourcetulness, stamina and courage to

.tlae :E‘ulle$t ex:ben‘h. As the area was still frigntiully muddy and all

"i,eﬁiu:m.pmem‘h, per&enal and orgamzatlonal, corrt.:.nued to be mired down, eil

"pés%siibla" efforts were_ made to correct these conditiens and the results
we:a:e é@"@n seen in the general érd.erljzlesa and clesnliness of the biv-
@@é‘sité:" ,'B-ecause‘ of the road net-work it was not possible to use

f tﬁeé-way t affa.c é.s a].'l. trails were extremely narrow snd immediately a
plan w&s éxecmted to use all roads to the maximum extent regarding one-
way traffic. | To ins‘m'e the effieient movewment of transportation, a force
'off Qpe‘.e'._iai Regimental police were constituted from the I and R Pis:iﬁooa;
the'se pémple were stationed at all congested and hazardous points and
- mat-rmlly assisted in the operations of all in and outgoing traffic.

(Fer "the lqc-a'blon of each unit in the entire Regiment, see overlay in

the map sect.'i@n). Word was received during tne morning of 11 Se@be;zabex'
that Th. _Ge’ﬁier-‘al MBK W. CIARK, Comnmnﬂ:mgf Genercl of the Stia Army, was
_in-‘f_bhevic-i‘rii;by, gnd the entire Regiment was alert and enxious to be in-
'-épjécted-__ by ﬁh‘e, W\‘G-mnder ._‘ .Geﬁ.eral I@?I\l])ﬂii, the Division (Jémnwnder,
vi'sited—é .lr;ﬁe-l FRY"-at +en hundred hours. Reconnaiss.ance of forward areas
_bega-.n on :he morn:ing of 12 September as a pz-.mty drom the R_egimen'l: repbrted
to the 9lst Division C.P. for orders and :'t.n'stfuctions. Those in the recon~
.néis.sandg' g:'zvoup'véeré L. Col. COCHRAN, the Bogimental Exacuﬁi.ve of ficer,

pLY ot . e B Ty e e e e e s W S - B e e
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POPE, the T and R “lslat.oon leader. During the mornihg the Regiment wous
engaged in cross country marches with the emphasis on platoon treining
in the afternoon. The Assistant Division Commander, General RAMTY,

visited the Regiment in the morning. As training vrogressed, emphasis

was placed on the preparaticon of each individual unit tor the combat

E | operations in the future and every effort was made to insure that the

maximim eff;i.ciencﬁr of every individual could be counted upon.
The highlight of the day, 13 September, was marked by a forty-

five nﬁ.ﬂute"talfc given by Colonel FRY to Company "At which was followed
by a similar talk given to Company "C"; the purpose of these discussions
is to let the men became better acqﬁainted with their Regimental Commander
and to know his qualifications and experiences. Training for the day

" consisted of close order drill, extended order drill, bayonet training 3

; : cover and concealment, target designation, and fire distribution. Lt.

Col. WAIKER, G-2, ‘visited the Regiment at noon. Reconnaissance of the

forward areas continued on 14 September as Colonel J. C. FRY, Major
COLLIER, Major WITTER, Captain RITTS, Capbain KING, and Lt. BRYSON lef:
the area at 0830 to move to the 91st Division C.P. so that information

of the area could be obtained and plans could be formulated. Because

oo,

the Regiment was bivouaced in the proximity of FLOHENCE , a certain
percent of each company was permitted to go on pass and purchase souv-~
eneirs, and also t.od"se;_e the city itself. In the=f0310wing day, 15

£ Sepi;ember, all units stressed individual training with cover and con-
‘caa.lmen'b, Physical training, extended order drill, and then conducted
sqaad probdems. General KENDALL, the Caommanding General, .visi'ted' the

' €.P. at 1100 hours. At 2100 the lst Bn engaged in a battalion problem
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.'which was held for the purpose of giving the plstoons edditional trzining

_ in map work and campass reading with the batt wLion returning at 0300 the

| following morninge Th.is day, 16 September , saw the Regiment moving azein.

i after the units carr_.isd out the normel day's training, with the lst En
having supervised rest after their night or oblen:i, Colonel FEY, after a
trij;a 't.o:the Division C.P., issued 2 verbal order fo move the Regiment to
the viprinity of SAN PIIRC 4., SIEVE, If:c'l‘ It was anticipated that another

move closer to the lines would be necessary as the pivision was exbocting

. to commit {the Re.gimar;t under the control of the &5th Division. Arrenge-—
mﬁﬁts were immediately made and s march order, by Major COLLIFR, (see
supporting papers) was printed and distributed. |

.:ierfrice' Company was the i‘irst'uni't. to move, crossing the I.F.
(766647 - See 1/2"5,000, Impruneta rﬁap) at twenty-ten hours arrifing f\‘o
thé new bivou‘.a.c_site, a distance of twenty-one miles, at twenty-three
lmndred hours. The convoy was permitted to travel with lights until it
reached the light line, which was a considerable distance north of .
FIORE!NCE. This greatly facilitated the movement of tihe combat team;
it was comgieted with the 338th F.A. closing in the area at 0345 hours
the follofing morning.

September;‘?_'r:h-zoth:

This day, Sunday 17 September, wus again devoted to com plrtlng the

bivouac site and getting things in order. However, the Sabbath Services
were not inte]_:fferéd,wit.h and the men were free-to ettend, with an out-
standing number doing so. -Throughout the day, a gieat deal of acltivity
took p]ade around the Regimental Command Fost with Genercl KEIDALL, ‘

. Division Cder, and General RAMEY vresent a great port of the day. . . .-
Later that day, at fifteen hundred nours, volonel FRY received & direct—

ive from Division (see suppor ‘1;7__ %‘ﬁmh'tcl“ read in part es follows:
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remonﬁoiter :imm;ediately an assembly area in rear of 337 or
3397Inf in!85 Biv.' zone as far N of Sieve R as practicable and RCT will
_ move under covgf of da;lcness night of 17-1& Sept to ares selected.
Asse_mblf areas will be cleared with G 85 Div and this Hg. Be rrenared
£0 pass tbrm:_t.gh elements of 337 é;md 339 Inf and lazunch atk prior tcﬁ dagyr-
light 19 Sept". ' Immediately a quartering party was disnpatched and a néw
area wis selected two and one helf miles northwest of BORGO SAN LORLIZO,
Ttaly with the Regimental Command Post established in the village of
ﬁ%ﬁ]&%m pue to the lack of time, a verbal order was issued by jajor
E@IL‘HER, the -ﬁegimental 8§-3, moving the Regiment to the new site with
Carinon éo crqs's'inglthe T.P. (84L88L) (S. riero sa. Sie.—v-e map) at 1945.
The 3.1;-01. Battalion foot elements left at 2015 with the last unit, Comp-
ary YBH Medics, leaving the area at 2215. 41l foot elem;ﬂrrbs marcaed to
: @L_;ﬁeﬁr areas co-\rering'eigiﬁt and one-half miles. With the possibilitr thet
.tha Regimemt was to Ue committed soon, it became necessary on 1l& Sertember
to- reconnoiter the road net behind the 337 and 339 Infentry and also‘ to
their flanks in order to facilitate the efficient movement of the Hegi-
ment whei'evw it was required to go. ‘'o accomplish this mission, four
s‘eparate parties were' disﬁatched: Lt. POFE, I and R Platoon leader, rep-—
resented ;bhe infantry ‘Etegiﬂzenﬁ, and a reconnsissance party each of Eng-
ineers, Medies, and .%rtillery. In conjunction with this, representetives
‘we;re sent to the twp leading ba‘tta;Lions ot the 33‘? inf. and 339 Inf. so
the Regiment would have guides and full ¥nowledge of the terrain as it
moved into he line. ueneral HAMEY visited the u.?.- at 0900 folloved
by General -wu{DAIL at 1350« The last unit of the fegiment to move into
: the new s_‘i'_te wes anti Tank Company and closed tie tiegiment ofidicinlly at

1400. The 1%th of September found the Regiment still awaiting movement

can ek - o ey e - o BT e PO g S o finy g



PO

DECLASSIFIED

Auoiy MMD 73S0PP

L am shpsem B Wt A _ .ay_b;g.;)_mmume

Speéial Hnit Commanders to issue instructions for the movement of the
Regiment, which he had just received. yenersl RAREY joined the dis-
cussion at 1345. Tt was decided that tihe Fegiment was to move to an
assembly erea just north of ALTUZZO Ridge (920960, rirenzuola nep
lle0,00Q) énd.to prepare to cross the line or departure et 0500 on

21 Sewtember . i_mmed_iately, Captain MOREY, Regimental S-1, led the
guartering party to the vicinity of BARCO, Italy (917999, sznme map)

"to mrepare bivouae sites. The Regiment started its move at 1800 cross-
'ing thé TePe at_893923 (Bdrgo‘s. Iorenzo maw) with the bottalions mov-—
ing in order of three, two, énd one. Eaeh battalion wes allotted two

jeeps and two trailers to accompany the troons to insure mesls for the

il

following day. Work was stoerted by Service Compeny in building a new
sﬁpr y dump in the vicinity of tiie new area. :11 organic tremsporta-
tion was ordered to move tine following day. The Com:&nd Group of the
Regiment mgved to the forward C.P. (907987, Firenzuola wmap) in order
to push th coming operstions. The mule trains were ordered forvaord
to the new area; all liaison officers were szccepted from the attached
units and all rtreparations were made for the ccm:ng Jumpméff. Iield
Order Mo. 9 was received which stated thab tre Regiment would ross

_ through the 337 Inf (at 946041, Palezzuolo map) and attaci the f0110ﬁ~

ing morning at 0500,

-
>
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e' 337 Ini'antrv of the’ 85tﬁ"b1fls:wn‘“which

ity "'@-f 94,0k (all of the references will_be to

ticipated.
.;:E Italy cannot be over-exaggerated. Actually,
‘ sma::iia,wéd down to who occupied and controlled

se, the only roads accessible were entirely

.“Izafmtry Br:.gade of the lst British Ini‘antry
Su'f*pa, and had the 3&9’011 Infantry as its
stha ,a;dva;nc«a continued, all of ’r_,he surrounditrg
harassang artillery fire with FIRENZUCLA, the

{‘.he j'-a,lley three miles to the west, on the re-

& ,.‘éllifil;j'_‘éﬁfée:nMerous artillery barrages. Colonel

ter, had moved forward with his attacking bat-

.‘j‘@mmmd post in the small town of MOSCHETA
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Paek &r@mp was attached to the kegiment and was placed under

'bhe cemd o E,tm.-ﬁumi'SH who was designated as mule officer. At this tiwe,
' 'tiaer m‘c«har r&maj.n&ﬁ abw’c. the same - a light mist falling which succeeded in
kampimg ‘bha grmd slippery and muddv after the previous huI‘C‘ rains. This
3 -émlﬁw@i w the i’mm.lty cf supplies as it delmf@d the rmle trains in their
: trel: thr@ugh the » matams.
- A-t 11.,.15 ”. @ol@ml C@ahran received a message that the Regiment had reached

5 tkm gawal vmjmty of the 07 Worthing and had occupied k. DZEL FAEBIO (998069)

i wﬁ&ia Wz‘y lit"&l;‘: r&smanea encountered., The supply problem st this time wes
_.inerea&aﬁg by leapa and bounds. The main supply route, the FLOKENCE-FIRENMZUICLA

,é%g), bemg the only main road for this sector, was crammed with

'-'.;;&Mﬁ@rtat.:i@m dva:l—.lable. The only additional supply route was

g 'bx*&il, widened by bulldozers, which joined the main highway in
"""’em‘_‘-mwm ¥ o:E' tm village of CASANOVA and followed a high ridge, at that time

umler ﬁ.s‘:;ezc*b ab&armtmon, down into the small town of ¥OSCHETA, where rho mule

' trams am stzl,y dumps were locatad With all of these difficulties, the

]supp&y ,_-tzza;ims were dispatched on time and rations were on the way. A revort

 from @-3 advised the Regimemt that the British on the right hed resched the
| f.ghl@;h g:rrmam;ﬁ. in ‘hﬁm vicinity of the 02 }::forth:.nrr which exposed the right flank
";.f@r a disham% of :L‘lve tn@usand yard,s and made the liegiment's position e:xtve-mlv
: mﬂm@ra:blw ﬁgm- "t_,hw ﬁront and to either flank.
ﬂstk&s dayﬁam fo a close, the Eegﬁmn‘b had tushed relentlessly Lorwerd

'um‘sil it ls?ia.ci siched 'b-h-& 99 Nor’bhing-l The Regiment was in position in o column

_'l._-.large j:matare m? m. Z‘i’ 69‘880.88)3 the 2nd Battalion holding i, DMM CISTINA, °
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fﬁs-".t;: had been captured 'Lhc-:- previous night with the
Gn S-2., Those captured were the lst Battalion
Ba:t'@ 5 -Srf; the E}:e;’:u't. ive Officer, Cartain James
st 3 Captain Murphy, the Artillery Liaison Officer;
@m jJ‘I:E":i;a:@::', Captain Romsno, commanding "AM Company,

r, '}M;_Mccabe; and an unknown number of non-comriseioned

A fight ensued for thirty mirmtr»»a with the enemy

som room to room. The Commend Post, with its ammu-

omplete report, see the complete description of the

on given by an enemy prisoner of war who was present

&m@l&‘b& ‘staff of the lst Battalibn captured, iiajor

; %L_‘-i_ﬁm Officer of the 2nd Battalion, was called to
:21::161 placed in command of the battalion, with Captain
'y who up to that time was Assistant }fi@gimcnta.l

aw the Regiment advancing to the northeast, push-

| : aﬁ' ﬁ-h-‘e f-ighft were still five thous-and yards to the
"' .-1e:€“t. was also trailing three thousand yards. The
ﬁ'm be the spearhead of the entire 5th Army in its

2 Thss%anle: trains were having a difficult time reaching
; the supplies were alwavs received, not- always on

=

iTz slommd down movemertt to a great extent. As the
. ‘ﬁ*ﬂ rcons-idzer-able medium and heavy art illﬁ!l'y fire
Edm_ tme, cons:i.de-r'-ab le enemvr aculv:_tv was observed
m t.iw British sector on right) and all possible

‘.wéa;s*-?thrcvm at known enemy positions. Still the

ovanitot., wam- Bt e T ammerl ot Al S wreiam et avrad R led BV
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@r_ly ccmtest the ground. A few cu.sualties were sustained
_ ; tbar beamrs were dispatched and the wounded carcd for.
o ‘i‘:&m ae'bivity f@r the dgv, the Regiment held the following wvosit ions:

'L;Irm Em‘l @a‘b‘b&lmﬂ h&d p‘ﬁi&hﬂﬂ one company to IL CASTEILC, #ill ‘“/“2 (999108},
whmia ms ths mat. n@rtharly advance (to the 11 iior thine) while the rerzinder
7 .-@:E- t:m ba*&mal@om :lsmld-. t-m..hlszh szreund 1500 yards to the rear, Hill 91L& {(S97094):
‘ : tk;m zm Battalwn meved to zmd occupied M. DEILA CISTLwa (994083) and Hill 948,

: on@ th@uﬁmd smrcw to :L'bs rear; the lst Battalion oceup vied M. DEL FAT}’%E(,

] "%32,, one. th@usand yards behind k. FPABBHO, and was protécting

:'%jt-,:;he. R&g:ime r-rt %

. wWord wes m@ﬁw&: that the FIRENZUOLA-TMCIA rosd wes clear to the 69

r ami p&m& w&m made to move lel the supply &amps, mulea parks oné cer

m?u 1‘7@ 'i?J:w Vlnmlty xsof SAH I’E’IILGPTI\,O, Z'tdlv (94,0068) in order to fecilitute

of t}:m Regmm: as it moved forward. Genersl ..-x,wIDx-JJL informed

11

) $91m1 ?xy that m wa-s» t;c;v veceive a detachment of dismounted teonkers to ocCcupy
ami pr@'hm’t ‘bh& su}a‘@al;?' Lines of the Hegiment so that the entire cormbat tesan

@m&lﬁi Ew ‘mﬁﬁﬁ’c :m. :ms a‘b‘&a‘cl«’ to the nort"mesb. Considerable enemy activity was

<5 smm em t;l%a &&MEEU_{] read (m the British sector) and planes were called to
?Wd -ebserver‘s with the leading cflements obsevvcd a large

: ,samel and transports in the town of CASTEL DEI, 410 and fishter

bﬁmbems; &ﬁ‘b&s@m thi.s town at 1245 anci caused a COnS:LQfI‘d.blc amount, of Gamage
- &ﬁ@_,:@ﬂfﬂmﬁ;ﬁigaﬁ I}m@ te t}:‘e fact that the liegiments flanks were entirely ex-
| -pesutiraa‘n‘ﬁ@ its w;aply linea- wam 80 vulnerable, it was necessarv to place one
_ an’biﬂ:‘% mttaln.an on the high gzmnd that had been token in order to secure the

ml"'t:pzaims ami m m.ﬁm thu successful supply of the Regiment. The 1lst Pat-

1 wm &@lﬂﬁ’t\?&& Ifw 'b}:m.s task and placed its units on the commanding ground

N
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&éé%é;. Fnemy artillery was still extremzal;,r a—.c:-"bive
ﬁn thm Remmz:*ﬁ:fs lefty, the 3!40 Infantry was

; _a‘ts' 18” with the line of deperture at 965080 and

m@brea&*t. At this time, part of . the 3rd _t..a.L;ta%.J_j_on
Wh:r.ch was six thousand vards in advance of the unit
: s, the E£ITT Corps on the rig_?;h'b”lrlad not made oy

: 11 bogged down on the 02 Horthing, which resulted
mshlng forward witl'z.out flenk protection, enc striv-

MAVALE and M. BATTACGLIA, 5th Army objectives.

{ ASTELLO ('02&,113) » and occupied- Y. MACCHTA DEI

The 1st Betbalion,

rm.x iﬁ@d %ﬁy mr ce enemy resistance, congisting of mecdium and

arms, ana stren counterattacks. The cdvunce

; 'm b@m m&’ée chmf Iy ag'i.]..n st snorodic medium and hesvy artillery

[51ete! "m*n@@s t‘qat the eneny was to resist with fanetical courage.

fram -'ﬁ‘;ts- position on M. DELLL CRCCE end attecked toward

ite

s ﬁw&ﬂfm ‘a:mnclréé yax-d-s, away . Immecdiately following i

an MS fmrcal;gr counterattacked but ree‘puls&d the ssszulb. .

:::b rwemved its seconr% Eurmuq countberattecl and inflict-

the i‘gﬁm_, Simltaneously, the 2nd Bzttalion was count-
L 2'--but was successful in beating back the attack,

Mrd aeainst s-tlff resighonce. At 0‘750, Colonel
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de Da F‘r‘y 'md h%ﬂmmﬁand Post forwerd to k. DEILA CRUSE so that he eould

persona.l 1y observe the situation et first hand and direct his vnits to the best
gdvantag@. Iﬁfard fighting contimred throughout the morning andé the casucliy rat

be?an tc inersase by the hour. 411 4id steticns were pliced in the irmedicte

rear of each unit so as to facilitate the carins for, the wounded and tihcir

- -u-

immediate evacugtion. At 1110 a message was received from the Commanding O:nersl:

1

uYou must exert|every effort to advence™, A Division directive received at this

time, stated: "350th continues atk to ME to carture blue line in zone. Pro-

 tects Division right flank and maihtains contact with liritish elements on richt.

Pushes pat.rois well fwd on i‘ﬂ}fﬁfm'(}ih—ﬂ OL4 2d in zone tnd ~rotects Ingr. varties
ope:nmg the road. Holds one battalion in rescrve to be cormitied only with Divi-
sion approval. {m@ plt. Co A, €05 TD Bn ctehed 350tk Iaf,! 4t noon the Rogi-
mental sector was 'stifl'_l. receiving neavy erti "L} er Lire and the suwnorting art-

illery contimued to "burn the barrelst out of tie suns te fire es much counter-

.battery as possible. The 2nd Rattalion wes enzased In o fierce f£irht, ot 1325

and suffered meny casunalties; this psrticuler spot was cnrezed by viclent fisnt-
ing all through the dary. At 1525 & Regimental abtzcl order was disnatered to
all battalions gnd read as follows: "Regiment azttacks @t 2000 to canture 153

(654 - 3rd Bn obj) and 155 (39!& - 2rnd Bn obj). Interumediste obl, »be. 554 end

TrilL 683; 2nd Bn. will report when k. ALTC (Hill 650;, intermeain tc-’; g, o

finsl objective are occupried. 3rd Bn likewise. #Rations should be carried to

permit conmtimuation of attaclk tomorrow. lst In will kee:rr lia ison with 2nd #n

o
>

and will occupy Hills 364,. 1134 end nizh grounc 10 (JO vc‘-s ¥ of 114 when veceted {

oend 57, end if deenwed od-

'y

by 2nd Bn. lst Bn will patrel end outpost Hills

visable H:Lll 10én,  In mic-afternoon, the forwerd bettalions continued

o,
c.*-
(@]

meet

st:.:f‘i en C‘fm;}" “esz,;atance but succeeded in holdi ing the ground already won -—— both

a‘htack:ing -battalions consistently requested litter bearers es casuvalties con-—

timyed to mount. 4 hard rain made clinmbing very difficult in the mount
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mIne and the men were b»‘%m By.\.':ﬂ;))- NARA Daie.

ir ﬁtrn,kmg distance if called upon. This day was a try-

gk *,iﬁ.:s:aw the two le.:.a.ding battaiions stili moving forward
ea:f a mengr resistance. In the advance of each unit from
way;é Wm*e faced by. groups of enemy dug in at each stretegic
ik 'h&rd a;nd then withdrew to the next defendable festure

&t&rtall over again. This factor, plus the ezxceedingly

i’:mm t,l%m vicinn.’cy of the village of VASSCLA CASEHKNC, a
a:e'zm -:’s-e,ctor on the right. &t 0830, ‘the 3rd Ba.ttalion
m@ dominable M. ACUTO (023137) and captured this
.cmnterattacked on two occasions which resulted in
rom the hill leswing approximately fifty dead with
ﬁmd ifty fleeing to the next hill. Also the enemy

xd et CASTEL DEL 'RIO with transportation and an urgent

res to strafe this spot immediately. The 2nd Battalion

anei ;.éfaﬁp‘bu:r%ed Hill 680 (024117) but was encountering

ex' heu:‘d f:.ghting the 2nd Battalion captured k. ALTO
e msand yards to ihe sest of i rd Battulion and
waanmvmg again. ‘The left flank was being strength-

ancing along the CaSTEL LEL BIO road in contrasc
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zone, on the Tight; &‘o this time, the 3rd pBattalion wes still fighting south of
: vgmm@m{jﬁﬂ and an:ccmntermg a d@termm&d enemy, General RavEy sent a i ﬂszu),;fc

to Division to nobify the friends on the right to give them artillery on the
: E AN

'tﬁglgcﬁug.‘{gmgﬁfIQ—PgIUZﬁUGLl road in the vicinity of 12, 13, and 1. Northings as

i

eney fire wes coming from that vicinity. is the 3rd Battelion continued to

.atta.c'}c Hi1l 736, the .:.r=d Battalion moved forward by the 3rd Battalionts »ight
flank and succe d@d in capturing Hill 669 (O311L9) just south of VALLAAGOI(RI;
lst Battalion posrb::_ons r@rla._ned somewhat the sanc.

September 27th:

As the day opened, the Hegiment wes again attecking with the lst Sabtelion
Just north of M; DEL PUNTALR (041123) and moving onj the 2nd Bettalion was on
Hill 669 {032143‘) ‘moving through the village of VaTsliaCoYOW end reading for-
M. C’;MMVAE;E., 0‘1& of the Corps objectives; the 3rd Rattalion was in the vicinity
of Hill 681 (03211.;.2) also moving forward in the attack.

The Bnd Batta.lic«n, pushing relentlessly forward, drove the enexy from
M. CARMAVALZ (CLO158), a Corps objective; the enemy, at that time, wes iﬂ"uhe—:
rrocess of dizeihz rositions, but retrested from the hill and could be scen
still running in| the distance. Enemy small zrms fire slsckened but the eneny
continu‘md to shell the area heavily with mortar and srtillery f‘:uc mit‘]_icfb:in{;:
. more ca;sualtias on the R@girmmt; On the left, the 351 Infentry was giceessful
in {:@tt'fng one battali ion in the town of CASTHL DEL RIC (008165) which imrwoved
the situation on the Regiment's left flank, while on the risht Ffiznlc the Sritish
hac pushed forward to the’ 08 1*;or-thing but tm‘ flenk still remeined open for
seven or @ighi;. 'b_houéand yards.. Air OFts were badly needed as the eneny continued
to throw artillery at an excertional rate., With k. CsiilVAVAIR occuriied, the Znd

pattalion was ordered to push on and attack the last Corns objective - M. BiT-—

— e T

T
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‘ l&th"ﬁrmoredf{mfantry _Batté,lion on to M TL CASITYLIACETS; M. FAGGICIA and

M-lﬁ__CCHI_ﬁ DEI G&UI; with patrols 1.—'&.’01”.}:{3.1'].5;“.."130 M. DEL PUNTALE (O41125) end |
to hall any __attemp't.s by ‘the enemy to infiltrste into the positions. Ais tl
Batta.il.ion attempted Lo move £o ReP. 724 (0571L43) Campeny "CH wus eounteral
along the" trail but wes assisted by san Cc;mpa.n;gr end the attack was repulsc
onl:,r a few casualties. AP 1535, Colonei Je¢ Ce Fry, received worll that hic
gattalion was en o BATTAGLIA and they were orderced to hold i¢nc consolidot

positions. A% 2123 a message from the Commanding General to Colonel Fry z

HSﬁmdy 6 (Cvarpe I Commc.ncmr, Mej. General GHOFFREY EEYsS) sends his cong

J \

Lat ions - add mine toot. AS the znd-jﬁat‘talion was consolideting its rosi
;t.he eneiny threw two counterattacks but were repulseé with heavy losses. 4
nssﬁ settled over M.. BATTAGLIA, ‘bhe‘ enery continued to shell tl;.le pos:a;_t ions
" The positions as held by th@ Regiment at the end.e of the day were as follow
2nd Eattalion_oecupied M. BATTAGLIA (067172); 3rd Battalion held l. CARNAV.
three ﬁhm:zsand yards to the southwest of BATTAGLIA, and also the high grow
the vieinity of VALAMAGGIGRE (032150); the lst Battalion held the village
TRERIO (01,.].'!.33) and extended northeast to the vicinity of (0571.42).

| Segtombar Joth:

A

As .the supply of the Hégiment was again be:coming more difficult asr it
-vanced, . the mule park and sﬁpp]y dumps weré: moved to the vicinity of vALSAI
(00:13_#) where rations and other needs could be hauled by 2% ton trucks, tt
jeeped to MONDUCCIO (015139) where the mule trains would then carry them to
anm; thte Rear C.P, was also moﬁed." to MONDUCCIE which pla;ced. all resr 1
étalla'f::.ions in‘ close contact with the }f,ég:‘ljmn'b itself. 4t 1435, 2nd Sattel
Headquarters was reported having “.or ouble with the enemy and the :f'CTx'“I'c con:
of the 3rd Battelion was sent forward to assizt them. As the Zesinent céns
.da'bad its nosn_t:.ons to revel ang coun'tergtt.mcks s Colonsl Iﬂrv the Rezimente!

A IO sy
P i

Commander , was W:r.th nyn Gompan, -m% "

‘“Unlts so thet he could betbi
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observe the desverate situation. ‘The 350th Infentry Hegiment st this time, oe-
cupied the dee.pe:;at penetration of the enemy lines and held two of the Corns ob-

. Jectives. The spctor received heavy enery herassing fire with the 2nd Scttelion

ge'bt‘ing shelled repeatedly. Just after 1530, the eneny launched ¢ large scile
coordinated counterattack ageinst the 2nd .T:r‘-e:tta.lion'sdposi'l;ions on M. BATT-OIZA
-é,ttacl{jjag from the right, left and left rear with an cstimeted rep.;irnént and &

half of personnel, supported by intense concentrations of srtillery fire. ifter
fierce hand to hand combat the enemy wes throvm from the hill with both sides
suffering heavy losses. By 1700 the small srms firing hed stouped but the encmy
continued to throw artillery. During the atteck, the supnrorting artillerr fired
with all its effect and continued to fire heavy defensive fires through the night.
As the day came to'a close, the lst Battalion held M. CALMAVALE ond extended zlong
the ridge to the northeast and made contact with the 3rd Babtelion who hsd two

companies forward of L4 CARROVAVACCIA (058165) with one conpany occunyins the hill.

Sevtember 29—th:

After the pz'evious gruelling day with its fierce coxﬁt«:zrattecks, the Legiment
continued to consolidate its positions, remove its dead znd wounded snd nrepere
for anything the eneny might attempt to do. As was expected, another counter-
attack ﬁv‘as thrown at the 2nd Battalion's vositions asnd 2ll of the 350th's sun--

~dorting artillery fired everything in the books. The weslisr added Lo the riscry

wl

1re1

and prevented many of the auntomatic weabons from fiving due to the rud. 'Ihe

situation remained critical but M. BATTAGLIA was ordered to be held ot 2l]) coste.
. ) - - .
The eneity continued his severe shelling of the fegimentel sector und -ranv extres

litter bearers were-mressed into service to carry the wounded to the 43id stotions.

The importance ofl M. BATTAGLIA wes again shown, as anothcr counterattacl wes’

. launched but was |driven back again with heavy Josses zgain occui‘:iﬂg-; on notit gides.,

S,
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; iy mﬁaved nzartheast to thz. vicinity of 1¥ and 1% o ol nes which

g _;m tk‘m 35@ Imfarr*try protection on its left flank. The British still held

grmmd in ‘thes vw:’m:}_ty of the 09 Rorthing. Heplzcements cont'fnu:-?cii to move to
e all ‘bhrw& battalions and 2 great deal of ammunition and rations wse pecked by
ﬁmls t@ 'tkifié_- ?ﬁa},ﬁa%agm:&d miﬁs. 4t 2050 tno 6th erlo"@o Infentry Yask Force wns

dts last 'EE'QQ?S on to the ri dffﬁ between VALIANMAGGIRE and 1T, CAMCVACCICO;

"_j_"fﬁ?h"&{&‘:"‘m:r:'@d Tas}; Force, under Major Cheek, protectins its risit £ienk,

‘h Armored Task Force protecting its suppiy W:mcas, t Tegiment then

hr.,;r,@ its mﬁm f@rce to hald M. ,JA'I"*i‘LGL'E_f\. ‘and the neighboring h:_r'n Fround.

*ﬂ’mrei was. rgﬁie:w&-& that the Regiment was to hold its pos:s"tlons for another day

‘and & Iaalf, until the British passed through the sector.

‘&hﬂ large wad:d::. in grid souare 06-13. At daybreak, the encmy coupmb-

| —ﬁﬁ&tﬁa@kw@a w;mm"’t&é by flame throwers and succeeded in driving the Lroons

ﬂ‘@m *bim @a&*ﬁl& {Which 4s on top of the hill) but only for a short time @s the

‘ &nw@' Wﬁﬁ _‘drimm l“lgﬁt back out again. Fighting was so close that srtillery

ewm n@b '_e ”a:a‘ed - cl@sa hand to hend fl;‘htmg. Urgent caslls were nluced for

haemi @‘ma "a and a req&uast for. two flame throwers with crews was sent to the

¥ _I’@ﬁﬁ?w Regﬂ.&comamts con’cmued to pour:in; more grenades were oc_nt un; hlankets

and éry mk& md more a:mmmtlon. Artillery and mortar five continued to f211

< amd it aﬁa@md th&t 'I:.hmre would be no let up in the fighting. & welcowe mes-
 sage frem ‘the &ﬁﬁ-ist@mt Division Commander, General RANEY, to Colonel Fry
s . 'stated: "Current plsms contemplate the rclief of your Zegiment tomorrow nisht

¥ in %ﬁaﬁnﬁtp@&iﬁiﬂm, by a British unit now on owr right. im awsiting arrival of

Eri‘im.ﬁh rmmmﬁmtatlvms to discuss arrangements. llave remresented thet rvelief

; mmat 'Em mﬂﬁ a‘b nigiw&. - On rclz.e:f.’ your unit will move to M. ACUTO zrez in re—
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...... ctober lsti-
This day was to be the fifth censecutive day on MI'. BATTAGLIA for the 35%h In-

PRI a1t wes ’l"bﬁc ng-Mmord and more EVident that,” ‘of "aT1 "the many. cestly moun~
tains in Ttaly, mone would surpess its terrible tell of life and limb. As the gray-
‘, &rmmw%%ww uﬁm tids-bleak ‘movntain camplet.aﬂy Thiddng -

’m%b

B

tha shatterad cestle which dominated it, the enemy again threw a ferocious counter-
attack at the weary but still determined defenders. Immodiately at dawn, the enemy
#&uped aﬁd assaulted this strategic and domitable terra:m' feature with the support
of flame throwers, but only after it had been saturated with a tremendous brtillery
preparation. It was difficult to fire the automatic waapons as the mud and rain af-
fected their effectiwneas » but 'hhe assault was x‘epulsed with rifle fire and grenades,
with the supporting artillery taking a heavy toll of enemy ‘;Lives. At 0700, word was
~eceived t-.hat the eneny had apparently decided to discont:l.'nue the assault but con-
“finmed to fire their mortsre and srtillery. Between thirty and fourty enemy prison-
ers wers téken.and were marched to the rear to be interrogated and sent to the prison
stockade, A call was mdehfer litter bearers and fifty-nine men were sent to haul )
back the wounded at 0945, A large supply of grenades and 60 mm mortar ammunition was
sent to the forward battalions to replenish their supply. Security patrols were sent
out 1000 yards to the Northwest te MI'. CAPPELLO but made no contact with the eneny,
At 0950, one grmip of our planes bambed and strafed enemy transpor‘q columns and per-
sonnel in the town of CASOIA VALSENIO (grid square 10-17, CASOLA VALSENIO map, 1/25000)
with excellent results and a great deal of damage inflicted. OCfficers from the Welch

Guards of the 1lst Grenadier Brigade arrived at 1230 and were taken ferward on & recon-

DECLASSIFIED ~.
pon Dir. 5200.9, Sept, 27, 1958
NMW by . datai...&}f




o Authoriyy ALt 235917

| 5y BT NARA Date? 2100

!:
%
!
!

o

o L

ST PR TR
b ki i i )

naissance of ﬁositions_ by the S-3 of theisb :Batta.lion, Lt. Lynchs Mule trains and
{tter bearers worked $he rest of the day getting.ammnition and rations to the troops
; and ea:ring for the evacuation cf'tha wounded, One of the ‘enanw' big guns was located
by artillery absﬁ.rvers late in the afternoon and Corps art.iilery and plaﬁes from the
tactical air force shelled and bombed its position, which.resulted in the silencing
of the gun. At th& close of the day, the Regli.lﬁent continued to hold MT. BATTAGLIA and
the mrounding high ground, the l4th Armored Infantry Battalion was occupjing MT.

FAGGIOLA protecting the right flank with the 6th Armored Infa.ntry holding and securing

the high ground to the rear of MI'. BATTAGLIA to insure the uninterrupted supply of
ammunition and retions.

October 2nd:-

After the previe'a.s dsy's counterattack, it seemed that this day would be a little
more qu-iet.. However, this 'did not turn out to be the caée a8 the-eneny continued to
throw his ususl heavy mortar and a.rtilléry concentrations at the forward held positions,

.._.den would 1ift his.ﬁ-.frlea- and search all trails and routes of approach to these posi-
'timﬁ, would return to the forward positiens and the process would start all over agsin.
This made movement exceedingly difficult and limited the amount of ammunition and rat-
imm that could be hauled to the men. British rapreseﬁtatives were acc@mpahied by the
2nd B-;,ttulia;a 8-3 and shown positions they were to occupy. This_ da& was to be the
fira’t.day of relief for the Regiment as par£ of the 1lst British Grenadier Brigade, cam-
posed af the ‘Neish Grensdier and Coldstream Guards = myed into an area preparatory to
taking over positions after dark. Just after lunch, ancther heav*y shelling took place
ag the enemy continued to fire fierce cohcentrations threughout. the Regimental sector.
After dark, the British moved their troops forward and relieved Companies C, D, I, K,

' 2

W__ “ﬁﬁk&%ﬁﬁ‘;ﬁ
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@ and lst Battalion Hesdgquarters, émple‘b"ing the relief at 2040 hours. The enemy con-
*inued to harass the skea threughau‘b the n:.ght. with light artillery fire.

mjmt@ber rds-

- Colenel Fry, who remained in the castle on MT. BATTAGLIA, requested that all avail-
V-ab\le air OP's be in the air at daylight to spet any enemy concentrations at first 1light.
However, the enemy did not choose to counterattack and work begen to care for and evac-
uate many casualties f:;-am'thu day before. Blankets, codine, blood plasma and many
litter bearers were dispatched to 'bhe forward aid station as a great amount of casual—
ties had t‘:_@"be esred for. At 2030, it happened agad.ﬁ —— MT. BATTAGLIA was counter-
attacked and an urgent call was placed for ha:;d grenadeé and 60 mm mortar ammunition.
After hard fighting, the assault was repulsed and a message was soon received that every-
thing wes umder comtrol. The close of the day saw the Regiment still holding MT. BAT-
TAGLIA. - |
October Lth:-

. The relief of the Regiment comtinued throughout the early hours of the morning
ﬁihh Companies E,F, parts éf. M and H compleﬁing the relief at 0245, First light saw
only a portion of the Regiment still holding BATTAGLIA. Movement throughout the day
was held to a standstill as the slightest bit of activity would arouse the enemy bat-
‘Eqrfie-a. With only a amell part of the Rag:l.mnt.on line, the remainder were moving to
the vic_init.y of thé village o;' VALSALVA‘ (003134; CASTEL DEL RIO map, 1/25000) to biv-
ousac i‘mj a short time to be reorganized, re-clothed, and té be given hot meals. With
the c-bns'bant rains, this bivouac became a sea of mud.
Cctober 5thi- _ |

Today, saw the Regi:ﬁaﬁtal Commander, his staff and Regimental Headguarters Company
finally léa.ve the Regimental sector ‘and close in the new bivouac area. This day was

wpmhattempbing to organize the bivouac site. Wovement in the bivouac area itself

sEmes. UNRLASSIER
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wasg ?a'spaciﬁily difficult as the md 'pe'féd all opérations. A hard rain continued
“wpoughout the day.
October Gthi-
 With only one day off the lines, the 2nd_Batta.li6n was ordered to relieve the

2nd Battalion of the 349th Infantry on Hill 51;8 (CASTEL DEL RIO map, 996202) in the
vieinity of the sﬁall village ei‘rPEZZOIA. Lt. Col. Williaméon established his command
post in _th'is:- village. ?Thﬁ was a holding position as the 349th Infantry pushed off in
£he attack, and . the tims of the relief, was approximately fifteen hundred yards
nw*&.h_. of this ﬁosition-. The weather continmued to be extremely bad, with hard rains
ﬁhreughout the day. No definite efders had been received concerning the ﬁegiment but
it was generﬂ.]y believed that the combat team would soon re-enter the lines, follow-
ing the 2nd Battelion. '
October 7th and 8thi= |

All through the da,y; on 7 Oetéber, & hard rain continuéd to drench the entire area.,
... organization was accomplished as'nmc.:h as peésible under the cirdumstances. The entire
'perazmnul of the Régimﬁt‘. .had. great difi‘icult& dﬁying out their clothes, blahkets, shoes
and other bai@ngings. Cn 8 October, orders were received to move the Regiment to an
assenbly area in the vicimity of SASSOLEONE (922222, FONTANALICE map, 1/25000), a small
village close béhind tl-;a frent line units of the 34%9th Infantry, prepared to continue
tﬁe atta.ck: to the north.
October %h and 10th:-

A directive from 88th Infantry Division Headquarters announced a coordinated. at-

'l:.ack by 1I Garps with four divisioens abreaiﬁ; from right to left: 88th, 85th, 9lst and
34th, ‘o seize and hold "green line! (see division everlay October Sth in aupporting
papers), The main divisien effort to be made on the left by the 350th Infantry as

__r@llm nl. 350 Inf passes thru 349 Inf, atks in zone 1006004 Oct and captnras ob-_.
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35‘0‘51#&& (werlay) 1D: line held by fwd é‘-l&menﬁs 349 Inf. 2. Assists advance of 85 Div.
> Mgintaiﬁai contact with 85 Div. 4. Protects division left., 5. Prepares to continue
sdvence to NE". This Regiment jumped off at 0500, passing through the 349th Infantry
with 3rd Bﬁtﬁalion on the left and the lst Battalion on the right; 2nd Battalion re-.
mained in position and was held in reserve. With the Regi@sﬁﬁ pashing in the attack,
the enemy was situated as follows: 289 Regb. in left part of sector with 7th Company
in ruame; 29%1’1 Regt. in right part of sect.or, 33kth Division occupies sector in
fr@ﬁt -@i"BSJ.-s’.b gector (@n our right). At 0730, 8P fire cn Red Battalion caused some
easus’ii‘;ia;a; fire repefﬁadﬂ-y came frem 30 degrees at an estimated range of 3000 yards
frm? 998253, ' Fellowing "ohia, the. llrat\ Battalion continued to receive heavy artillery
fire and some mortar concentrations causing casualties, but continued its advence un-
til it met heavy small arms and autematic fife Just five hundred yards south‘ of MONTE
DELLA TQMBE, which was its abject.ive. Almost simultaneously, Major Witter commanding
the 3rd Bat,t-a“;l.ion, ebserw&' strong énamy troop movements in draws , 2000 yards to his
 nt and Corps artillery procesded to saturate these targets accordingly. Both of
the leading battalions c;en‘hinued their determined drives toward their objsctives, with
the 1s‘t B‘#:btalinn reporting at 2050 that it was just short of lﬂ’ DELLA TOMBE and was
still receiving small arms firé with some sporadic artillery. In connection with this,
the 3rd Battallon, at 2200, was ;just one hundred yé.rds short of Hill 339 (969264). As
-1 mammary for the day's act.ien, saw the leading battalions, the lst and 3rd, reaching
he ir abject.ives (near the 26 Nea:'thing) after meeting some heavy small arms fire and
harassing artillery fire:s. Of this action, the lafa Battalion received the most of the
amunf"firé. The 2nd Battalion still remained in a reserve position. |
ctober Lith:- | |
kfter mcupying the assigned objectives, the night previously, the leading battalions
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prepared temparary defensive positiéns with the intent tol remain in those positions
“uroughout the day. ﬁ&woﬁr s the lst Battalion was pushed off M. DELIA TQMBE by a
str@ng eneny force but immediately made pls.ns to again.att;ack and capture this strat-
egic height. JIn general support of the 350th Infantry, the artillery was warking hard
in pounding knowm eneny mortar pogitions at 967‘2'73,. 96927k, 975279 and 979284 and keep-
ing the an-emy‘ movement at a minimum by accurate harassing fires. The AT company of

‘the Regiment, in conjumetien with tanks of Cempany B, 760 Tank Battalion, fired heavily

at a white ﬁmme (970245) known teo hold the enemy. As a result of t‘his accurate fir-
ing, thirty eneny prisoners were taken after readily surrendering. These men were from
the l4th @mpam' of the 117 Grenadier Regiment., After consolidating positiens through-
out the day, both leading battalions made plans te move off into the attack the follow-
ing morning early, to continue the advance to the Northesst. A call from the Division
G~3 informed the Regiment that the Air Force was to make a major effort the following
day with tivelve hundred planes attacking all available targets in the Po Valley. This
.4 great things for the morale of the fighting doughboys.

‘Qctober 12ths=-

This day saw the Diviéi@n making the main effort in the 3513‘:- sector, with this
B.qgﬂxamt’ conselidating ite pesitioens. The 3rd Battalion in consolidating its position,
moved troops doewm the ridge te its east to occupy Hill 434, thus securing the entire
thousand: yard ridge, which gave adequate protection to the front , and commanded the
highwayruming past its left flank and moving sherply to the Northeast into enemy |
ﬁerribm:-y._ At the s;a.me time, Major Witter moved a platoon forward to occupy Hill 333,
di‘re-ct;y f@nr hundred yards to his frent, f.'a serve as the battalion outpost. Almost
simltanecusly, the 337tk Infantry had the bulk of its forces near the 26.5 Northing
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AWith one. cmpam as far nerth as 27.7 No?t};ing, which definitely secured the left flank
~f the Regiment. A big iess was suffered by the Regiment when an SP gun firing from
the ‘ri-ght flaak, mortally wounded the lst Battalion cmnmander, Major Mike Oreskovitch.
Cnptn.m Jmms, his executive officer, immediately assumed command, The lst Battalion,
m securing it.s positions, moved llewly and cautiously dewn the long ridge to its front,
but was reluctant to over-extend, due to the heavy mortar fire it was receiving from
the large wadi 1000 yards to the northeast. Casualties throughout the day were rel-
a:t.iwly lig,ht, .cenaidering the énemy continued to pound the entire area with morters
and axtillary Supporting artillery fired at SP gun locations, morter positions as
wsll as counter-battery fire. Prisoners were taken from the 117 and 289 Regiments which
proved that i;he'eneaw intended to fight stubbornly for the ground to the front.

The Regiment was ﬁ@nm'ed by a special visit by the Commanding General of the Divi-
sion, Brig. Gen. PAUL W. KENDALL, who, in a short but effective ceremony, pinned the
award of Iegion of Merit (Order of the Brigade) on Colonel J. C. Fry for "exceptionally
‘iterieus achievemsnt in the performance of outstanding services". At the same time,
'Tiuehﬁi@al Sergeant Saunders, Medical Detachment, also was awarded the Legion of Merit

by General KENDALL.

Prisoners taken the night previously identified the 289 and 290 Infantry Regiments
but acfording to reperts, units were not to full strength. Reports from the 351lst In~
fantry on thﬁ' r'igh-t revealed its positién roughly near the 24.8 Northing, which im-
proved this Eegiﬁant.‘a pbsit.-ion and indicated that soon it would take its turn in meking
the main Division effort. In order to obtain clese fire support in the anticipated
push, Cannon Cempany moved to the vicinity of BELL ISOLA (973247) only 2000 yards be-
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hind the lines, which, frem this pesitiehf -‘cauld fire effectively in fire support to
‘%e 31 Northing. At 1345 a directive wzé received from division (phoned by G-3) that
;e-gg,d as fellows: "Resume atback ab midnight tonight - capture Hill 326 at 999271 and
Hill 369 at '9-8629;61'. e@@u Je C. Fry planned a coordinated attack that was to be
-earried. out as follows: "at 2400 the Regiment was to Jump ‘int.é the attack with B Comp-
any moving through the troops on M. DELLA TOMBE (001259) to eccupy Hill 326 (999271),
w:!.th *hhe ram&inéer of the battalion to secure M. DELIA T@ABE Leaving its assembly
a.réa aﬁ 9832311», the 2nd Battalion was to move aleng and pa.rallel to the main road

(s i ARO road) crossing the road and stream vic:’mity of 965267 at 2400 toward 967276
and then to Hill 373 (9728); leaving one company et this hill, the battalion was to

proceed across the river bed and occupy Hill 363, which would cut the main highway and

at the same time make 'bhe amall vﬂllige ef S. CIEL&EN’]E untena.ble; to gain defense in
depth, one platoon was erdei'ad to occupy the small cluster of houses along the road
7(975‘278) tél secure the routes of supply to the forward elements; the L.2 mortars We-re

. suppert this battalion. The 3rd Battalién was to further consolidate its positions,
and was to be the holding ferce in this attack". Throughout the day, enemy SP guns
were uaad to some extent, along with average artillery harassing fires. Prisoners
cgp’dured., were fr@m the same units already kno‘lm, 80 apparently the enemy had made ne
radieal changes in his dispositions,
Octebeg & 3= ‘

The attack proceeded on schedule as the 2nd Battalion reported its position at

0100, as three hundred yards past AT Company and moving continuouslg. At the same time,
the 3rd Battalion in consolidating its pesiﬁiena received terrific SP fﬁre throughout
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its sector. Along with this, the Regimentél CP received a concentrated shelling of
heavy caliber srtillery from due north and Corps fired immediate counter-battery.
“inother report at OL00 placed White's advance elements at Hill 365 (9627) and in a
sharp fight, but was able te push eon and eccupy Hill 373 (9728) along with C. CALANCO
(on the main road). This was accomplished by 0800. 1In this shrewd tactical move, the
2nd Batt.ali@n_ was able to skirt the enenw's- left and cenécted a prisoner bag of one
hﬂﬁdred mad four men, Thise éttaek was an outstanding precess. Consolidation of gains
was the main interest for the remainder of the day. The only remaining a.cﬁivity was

& _rzpa-trel from 3rd Bﬂttalim positien moving to newly capturﬁd houges 1200 yards due

‘north to centact part of 2nd Battalion. No enemy were encountered.

At 0020, the 1st Battalion was relieved by a battalion from 35lst Infantry and
moved to an asemﬁy area 3'000‘ yards to the rear (983234) te be ready to move again
on order, -Contirming ite advancé, the 2nd Battalion moved due east and southeast

'th E Company capturing the town, MO DEL SILIARO (9792%). Cempany E, with F Company,
nmr advané-ael on Hill 369. At 1040, the intentions were as follows: one battalion of
349th Infantry was to be attached and moved into assembly area in the large wadi,

1000 yards short of CALANCO (975278); with one cmmp#ny in CAIANCO and one platoon in
MO BEL.SI]ILIARO, the lst Battalion of 350th Infantry was to march from its assenbly
area at 984234 to an assembly area 5000 yards due north to support the 2nd Battalion
on call; the 2nd Battalien to continue its attack to Hill 396 (985312) with the 3rd
Baﬁtalicm still censtitu;;ing the holding :t‘ofce. At 1145, five hundred Jerries were
cbserved at a large building (MO DEIL AGTLIA) from Hill 363, and through information

cbtained from,a prisoner of war, they were to organize a strong point at this location.

-5m
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| 'Hme#er, they withdrew after seeing the positions this Regiment held in strength.

As ﬁhe 2nd Battalien .ﬁmshed from Hill 363 down the long ridge runﬁing due north to

U H411 396, it was viciously counterattacked by a strong enemy force after their artil-
my had shrewdly smoked the entire ridge. The lst Battalion while moving to its
ﬁsseinbly area, rushed its A md B cmn;;anies to bolster t;.he advance position. Befere
they reached tﬁe position, the counterattack had been repulsed after forty minutes
‘of hard fighting. At the close of the day, E and F Companies held Hill 396 (985301),
E G Company on Hill 393, with A and B Companies of the lst Battalion occupying the ridge
between these two hills.

_ Qetober 16th:-

| The elements of the 339th Infantry were generally along the 30 Northing on the

" left of this Regimeni{:,'which contiﬁt;ed to secure the left flank., However, units on
the right exposed this Regmnb's flank to an extent of four or five thousand yards,
which made the situstion extremely vulnerable, The entire II Corps jumped off during
the early hours of this day in a coordinated at.ta.c}{ to reach the ngreen pl;ase linen

* {ass ovarlay, 1516004 Oct) in am effort to push to the Pe Valley. However, the 88th
Division wae to attack at 2000 with this Regiment contimuing its missions assigned

m direct ive 151600A -Gét., namely, to seize Hill 454 and MT., CUCCOLI. Artillery fire
continued to fall fhre;ughout. the day, with usual SP and mortar fires., Among other
things, the Air Force flew missions on the formidable M. GRANDE, last enemy bulwsrk

~ of defense before the Po. It was also made known that searchlights ﬁrclmld illuminate
1%'11:5 Cerps sector to facilitate night work and to mark direction of the front for night
movement. After constituting the holding force of the Regiment, the 3rd Battalion

" moved into the pesitiens formerly occupied by 3rd Battalion, 349th Infantry and was

(
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to ba r-'nﬂ.y on call. One eomm of 351&"& Infaﬁbry constituted this relief. After
e-ﬁmﬁé-lﬁa‘tmg ité positions and reorganizing during the day, the Regiment again jumped
- " off in the attack at 2200 led by the lst Battalion to seize Hill 454 (9873M) and
MP, CUCBOLI (HilL 482 at 983319) |

October 17th:-

A report mem 349th lIni‘ant.ry on the right, revealed enemy resistance in the small
- village of SAN CLEMENTE, 'just seven hundred yards to the right of Hill 363, occupied
by elements of the 2nd Battalion of this Regiment. With the 349th Tnfantry in posi-
~ tion and advancing parallel to the 350th Infantry direction of attack, this again
secured ’;"kﬁ right flank of this Regiment. A message received from It. Col. Deshon
@f‘ the lst Battalion,. ai.-; 0255, stated that his unit was "a little past the churchn
(985301) but had been held up by the supporting m:‘tiﬂarj falling in i‘ro.nt of his

troops; apparently, diserganization had taken place and re-grouping in the darkness
was difficult. The 2nd Battalion continued to consolidate its positions and secured

__he ridée against any possible enemy threats while the 3rd Battalien, after leaving

| its positions in the wadi at 975270, began its move toward an assembly area at

CASETTO (978298), 3000 yards to the north, prepared to move immediately into the at-
teck from that area. Sparadic artillery continued te fall throughout the day with
concentrated fires on lst Battalion in its attempt to attack due north from this
ridge to Hill 454. Follewing another Division directive to resume the attack at
l@@li_, 'Ite Col. Deshon requested permission from the Regimental Commander, Colenel
Fry, to start his attack at 2000, instead of waiting five hours; with permiss:ion,
the lst Battalion again opened its drive to advance dmm the ridge. By this time,
t-ha 3rd Battalion had reached its assembly area and prepsred to launch an at.tack_‘dua
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north, astride a secondary road (aéﬁ hﬁ}sz)‘_'hhat followed a long draw for 2000 yards;,
lsa&ing ’wthe high rkxage of hills that joined M. Cﬁ?.ANDE; 2500 yards to the northeast.
" At this time, II Corps directed the 3rd Battalion, 339th Infantry (on the Regiment!'s
left) to drive northeast from its advantageous position tewards M. CUCEOLI; in an
effort te take M. GRANDE as soon as possible. Anocther b}ixttalion was to follow this
unit with 'hhe intentions of pessing through it, when needed. A report from the lst
"~ Battalion at 2315 stated this hattalion was moving forward with everything under con-

)

trol. As the day drew to a close, the 3rd Battalien Iwas moving forward in its at-

. fempt to occupy DEL FABBIO (976307).
October 18th:- |
The 3rd Battalion éentinued its advance after its leading element, Company K,
was held up‘ by strmn’g- point at 9753\08 on Hill 356. After this delay, it continued
on and received heavy cencemtrations of mortsr fire but by 0600 had moved on to Hill
3‘8"5.(9753711), which placed it'juét 500 ﬁrds short of the road junction on Hill 454
 975316). After a slight fight for CA DI SESSO (985304), the lst Battalion captured
| twelve prisoners and eccupied this peint. Sozﬁe mopping up was needed before moving
on. A Corps G-3 report.stated enemy 'oppoait,e this Regiment's sector was equipped
_with tanks md.lérmowed SP artillery and that anti tank defenses would be stressed.
A1l TD and Tank units were pushed well forward in close support firing positions.
Elements of 339th Infantry on left we;"e generally parallel with units of this Regiment,
| with u;-its ef 34L9th Infantry on right, meet.ing strong enemy resistance., The enemy
was to make a determi__ned effort to hold this ddminating ridge contr;ﬂled by ¥. GRANDE.

SP and martar fires fell in all parts of the sector with special SP targets consisting
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. of tha bridge at 965268 and the ridge dc&;pied by the 2nd Rattalion - the 3rd Battalion
 iddTved S%e full shate of mevter fives. Prisoners teken identified the 131, 13k and
361 Regiments all o:f‘ the 90th EiVisien. A patrel from the 88th Recon. Trp. reached
the road block at 003286 and drew heavy artillery fire from the northeast, along with
‘lﬂng range small arms fir;. At ,1516, a message was received that the 38th British
lBrigade Was‘-‘_c'.d‘ move in on the Divisiom right on the 19th as flank protection. The

“day ended with a heavy enemy shelling of the Regimental Command Post.

The inmtentions for this day were to continue the 3rd Battalion in its attack to
capture the road junction on Hill 454. The 2nd Battalion, previously in reserve, to
sowe through the 1st Beitalian snd proceed down the ridge toward FARNETO. The 2nd
Battalion Jumped off st 0315 and by 0530 had managed to push 500 yards to Hill 454
(987309); by this time the. 3rd Battalion had reached a point just 200 yards short of
its Gb?j;.éﬁive.‘ Brig. Gen. PAUL W; KE@AIL, Commending General 88‘bh Division, visited
___he Regimental CP and discussed the tactical situation. At 1248, word was received
| that lst Battalien and pessibly AT Cempary would be relieved by units from lthe 351st
Infantry. He‘wa'wr, & later €fall stated that the relief was to be postponed. The 2nd
‘Battalion suffered a counterattack against F Company but it was repulsed, with great
a;-ssiatan@e from ﬁhe supporting artillery. At 2130, the Brd Battalion received a mes~-
sage fram 339th Infantry that it had occupied Hill 454 and that another unit was té
ﬁass: ﬁ;rwgh it, to a point 800 yards 'down the road, The 3rd Battalion was to pfecede
that unit, iahcing one company on the south ridge of M. CUCCOLI and one company bet- .
ween ¥. CUCCOLT and the village of FARNETO. It. Col. Williamson was to leave the
riﬁig@, start e:éess emtry,l hit the road just east of FARNETO, and then to contihue

.-13...
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" on to M. GRANDE. At 2305, 3rd 'Bat‘bi_,_li’oﬁzzllaé{ not moved, aé it had not made physical
contact wiﬁhjﬁ%h Infantry. Just thirty minutes prior to midnight, the 2nd Battalion
" ran inmte stubborn anenv resistance, was ta attempt to make way around ridge.
October 20th:~ | .

At 1430, T Gmpa.rw‘ of the Brd Battalion, had occupied M, CUCCOLI and dug in,

A message from the Commanding General at 1440 was as folimS: e must get something

: 'én FARNET@ before dark; have unit move towards GRANDE to céntact. 349th Infantry; get
tanks and T's on M. GRANDE". .Uniil;-s of the 33'Fth Infantry were to.re-liave 3rd Bat-
talion and plzns were coordinated and decided upon; this relisf was to Start as socn
as darkness mrnﬁ.ttefd.. Pue te the important positions hel# by this Régiment, II Corps
wa.‘a.* q_nité- :c@m:ermd sbout one i;-@lding them. As reports 'revoaled that enemy hed strong
tank forces stapporte'ei by armored SP artillery, a big effort was made to move all AT
weapms.; TD's and tanks iﬁt@ immediate firing pesitiens to be able to thwart any
enemy move, Ths 2nd Battalion of this Regiment occupied FARNETO (as ordered by Legion)
3 18,5, t.ji-ms strmgbhming the ‘Rement.al gsectors In régard to ammunition, Captain
Ray M. Simpson (ammnitiens cafficer)_, made a special effort to move extra éupplies

to the fromt in order to have a substantial reserve, if néa&ed. At 1845, enemy tanks
ware heard on the highwé.y _between FARHETO and M. GRANDE, but apparently were with-
drawing. The 337th Infantry completed the relief of the 3rd Battalion at 2200, with
ev&rything working smoothly. Soon after, a patrol of this Regiment ran into an enem,jr
half-‘l;rack towing an AT gun, knocked éut the vehicle and killed, wouﬁded or captured
its persenhel.. A Div.’gai@n d:i-rect.ivé concerning the ﬁegiment was as follows: n 350
Inf (a) atks and seizes FARVETO (986319) (accomplished by 2nd Battalion) and estab-
lishes contact with 349 Inf on M. GRANDE. (b) 3 Bn will be relieved night of 20-21
Oct. by 337 Inf (85 Div) and upon relief moves to pos. vic 985315 prepared for em-
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ployment on ahm-t notice. (c) 1 Bn’ atehd 3&9 Inf, moves without delay to positions
in 0029 and 0030 grid laquares"
'?’Cc'ha‘bar 2lstsm

Threughout the early merning Air Farce planes continued to attack targets north

_of CRANDE, after having been marked by artillery smoke shells, A report from 5th
- Army, stated that this sector should be prepared to halt an enemy counterattack of
1200 mem Division Liaisbn Officer, Lt. Van Rénnnen, notified this Headquarters that
Plenty of wire was available far defense and that 40,000 rounds of artillery were
‘saved by the taking of M. ;BE,' two days earlier than had been anticipated. Accord-
ing to prisoner reports, _it. was learned that the enemy was using VEDRIANO as a truck—-l
ing ‘pa:\m; that MONTECAI wag an assembly area; that mach:n.ne guns were dug in
on either side of rwd at 997329. The big event of this day lwas the visit to the
Re.gimental Command Pest by I.t. Gen., MARK W. CLARK, Commanding General of the 5th Army,
who was accempanied by General KENDALL, Commanding Gensral of the Division. General

"ARK commended the men fer the fine work that they had done and the objectlves they
1 had reached under the mmst trying end difficult circumstanees. To highlight this
visit, General CIARK personally pinned on Colonel Fry's chest the brilliant award of
the Distinguished Service Cross nfor extraordinary hercism in actionn, Folléwing
ﬁ-hj.s prumemat;.eﬁ, General CIARK commissioned seven enlisted men to 2nd Lieutenants,
‘Iﬁhe"f‘.@llm;ng were commisaioned: T/Sgt-s, Elmore 2ibbel, Jr., Arthur B. Dodge, Harold
B _ﬁimpfir.ey, James V. Woolover, Steven H. Kasmyna, Charles W. Shea; S/Sgt Thomas He.
Garmeéy a?xd Sg'b. Charles F, Heady. At 1635, a call from Division, G-3, returned the
lst Battalion to this ﬁagment, after it had been attached to 349th Infantry in posi-

tions in 0029 and 0030 grid squares, Anocther change in orders, was to move our 3rd

b e B B e e el e i s B b 8 e i
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Btttali@h%@ relieve & battalion of 31491;1‘_1" Infantry s the 2nd Battélion moving to the
Trd :Bait.t.aiimﬂs positipns (on ridge 2000 yards to west) wi‘t;,h Canpény A, 337th Infantry
%akingawr the pos-i'bions' previously held by the 2nd Bat.talién of this Regiment. At
tﬁo end of the day, the situation was as follows: the Brd Bat.t.al:.on moved to 997313
to be atteched to 349th Imfantry; the 2nd Battalion rellmd at FARNE‘I‘O, occupied

1eng ridge in (9829) grid square; lst Battalion remained in same positions and re-
verted ﬁo_tﬁiﬁ Regimant"rcmtroi and protects Division right flank.

@etwb&r 22nds-

This was a day marked by little activity throughout the Regimental sector with
1ight haragsing fires in a few locations throughout the area. Time was spent recon-
‘solidating positions whiech was highlighted by the 2nd Battalion mov:i.ng to its .new
location without incid@nt. At 1350, a patrol from the Red‘ (1st) Baﬁtalion reached
the p@iﬁt at 829}.-,. but w&é not able to find enemy occupying OP there - it returned
safely. E&aj-or Gen. GEOFFREY KEYES, commanding General of II Corps, accompanied by

\e Cammanding General of the Division, visited the Regimental Command Post and pinned
'thn bars on the seven new Lieut.enanta who were made officers just one day previously
by the Army Commander. The day was marked by increased patrol activity by all units,
with the intent of keeping the enemy in cohtact, gaining knowledge of his positions
and preparing to push off in the near future. Elements of the 1lth British Brigade
on the right of this Regiment moved as far north as the 27 Northing, strengthening
this flank to a great extent, md unabijng more troeps to be committed to a defense
iﬁ depth or in mebile reserve.

Octeber 22 d
Again, this was a day of light activity all through the sector with patrols the

main center of attractioms A call from Division G-3 at 1166 informed Colonel Fry to
SECREZ
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have the 3rd Battalion reconnoiter poSifgen; duz;ing the &ay and be prepsred to re-

| place a battalion of khe 3§lst Infantry, which was to bé used in the attack. Cambat
" patrols were to be sent out by lst Battalion, 2nd Battalion and the Reconnaissanc;s
Troop consisting of one officer and teﬁ enlisted men, as far as the 02 Easting t.b

eliminate amall groups of enemy }mmm te be in that secltor as activity of spproxi-
mately tvc_renﬁy eneny had been observed in vicinity of 018292 and 020292, a small trail
- through a cluster of houses neé.r the main SIIIARO road. In connection with this, an _
attempt was to be Jﬁado to extend the road bleock to the east, as eventually, this road
would soon be included in this Regiment's sector. Patrols were generally working
- southeast to the vicinity of the main road (SILIARO) mainly to investigate houses in
that vicinit;}. The day ended with 1ittle zctivity noted.

October 24th:—

The 1ull in the fighting yesterday continued throughout this day as positions
ceﬁtinuad,t.o be .consollidated,_ Hewever; the Division Commander desired strong petrol
sctivity to continue to prob_a eneny positions. 88th Reconnaissance patrols locatéd
.-T_enenw :norta:;a in the draws along the main road at 017287 - this same pat.roi received
machine gun fire from a position at 015285, located in the flats of the SILIARO river.
British tanks pushed to 016268_ﬁn the vicinity of RINIANO, situated in a large draw
Jjust 2000 yards short of the main SILIARO road. Reparts of enemy units placed the
Iehr Brigade between 97 and 00 Easting; 25th Regiment of the 42 Division west of the
00 Easting; with elements of the 85 Division at 003338. In the afternoon, the 351st
Ini'antry suffered a two-battalion counterattack at VEDRIANO (0233) and was authorized
to use the 3rd Battal:l_on of this ﬁegimnt s and acgordingly s the battalion moved at

17~
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39twards M. GRANDE. This was ane‘bhéi' quiat day.
Qotober 25th to 27thi o

 This period saw this Regiment engaged in extensive patrolling and consolidating

: itsﬁ--'baédst;iam'. Mor‘bai:' and artillery fires .received in the gector were only haraséing
7 fit-“as,‘ placed on abvims targets, mcii as trail junctions, prominent terrain features
and areaé where activity had been noted. On 25 October, at 2600, G Compeny was re-

: lie-'v}ed- from its misslion at the road biock on the main road, being replaced by a unit
from the Reconnaissance troop. The following morning at 0945 s 26 October, it was
probeble that the lsﬁ and 2nd Battalions would be relieved - one going to MONTE CRANDE
and one relieving a unit of 351st Infantry at MONTECAIDERARO, as it was to be moved
to VEDRIANO. The 1lst Battalion continued its patrol activity toward the east, prob-

" ing for emsmy positions as far as Ol.; Easting. Due to o — rains, the 2nd Bat-
talion esuld not be relieved as water filled all gullies and ravines with raging
tar.mnts:'.: At 0845, en 27 Gcteb;f; word was received that the 2nd Battalion would re-
_place the Brd Battalion on MONTEGRANDE with the 3rd Battalion sending one company to
VCA DI SASSG (9830). By this time, Division had established a MIR with its left flank
based on MONTECALDERARO (9933) extending southeast for a distance of 2500 yards to

its right flank positien at FRASSINETO (0O131), which faced ail the gradually sloping
ground running northeast into the Po Valley. Backing up this line was RRL with its
left flank anchored on ﬁ. GRANDE (9932) extending fifteen hundred yards to the south~ |
east to the right flank positien of H. CERERE (0031). This esteblished this reserve
iiﬁa roughly femr_ to five hundred yards behind the MIR. This three day periocd was

. merked by a heavy, sb_ea@ rain that almost fell contimuously, hindering all operations

and movementa.
- ‘ 8 -
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‘f_ Mn&i@ this was ‘a miod of little ;otivity a8 rectine patrel wu-k was mri-d

e m readjustuent of pesitiens withim the regimemt, On 28 Octeber, the Fivst
MWrtlitﬂd ons battalion eof the 351st Imfantry em Mt. Grande and the relief
was cenpleted successfully, without incideat. Light mertsr and artillery fire com-
timued be fall Shrough the regimental seeter, but P Pap P —
~ or imstallatiems, Patrel activity was light beth fer this regiment and the ememy
'briopabttm this secter as the "inelaienb weather cemtimied te hamper all eper-
stions, Ew]; nerning of 29 Getober 1944 saw the Third Battalien completing its
novement in'bo the Ca di Sassa area, but :inereased enemy fire was noted which per-
haps meant a change in enmemy intentiens. At 1015, the boundary between this regi-
ment and the 85th Divisien on the left was changed as follows: 991321 o road
,amd._'.tmil junctien at 993326 to Peint at 9935-3330 teo vicimity 997335. Late that
night, 2135, a patrol frem the Fir st ﬁattalien, moving to contact enemy tanks to
it% i'mn’c, ran :Lm'b@ enauy apparen‘bly dlgging in around u&hl s and was engaged in 2
sharp fight, OGrenades were threwn and a fierce skirmish took place; however, the
patrol withdrew with impertant infergpation. Shortly thereafter, "screaming meemies"
fell om Mt, Grande, in the draw be the nertheast of this strategic height, and éov—-
ed the trat) joining Mt, Criceeli with ¥t. Grande. |

Octeber 30 - 31:~

| After 'e-xaga,ging seven or eight days of relatively light activity, the secter
began to swarm with enemy’ during this peried. Two prisoners of war from the Lth
Ce., 117 Regt., 98 Div. explained to the Secc-n‘d Battalion that only three of tﬁeir
caepanies held Vedriane and that they had seen one battalion of their paratroopers
(the day before) just eight hmdred yards northeast of Wi, Grande in the large draw,

which ILater, proved te be valuable information. At 2115 the enemy suddenly and

e B
SECRET
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October 30 - 31: (Cent.)

: 1 1
 fiercely counter-attacked Vezzoll from the east (believed te be the paratroops

that were kmewn te be there); the First Battalion requested reinforcements and was
sent two pla‘be@m ef the Second Battalien and Cempany #IH from the Third Battalion

’mzﬁ repta:lsud this a-‘btaek. Apparently regrouping, the enemy came back again at 2225
and at 'bhfﬁ em:l ef ene haur were again driven off with heavy losses. The enemy con-
tinued his agpessiwmss by once mare attempting to take this height at 0103 on |
31 October, by vicieusly attéeking Company "C", however, the stubborn troops of this
cempany refused to yleld ground. Throughout these attacks, the supparting artillery
continued s magnificenmt werk‘by laying down devastating defensive barrages _WhiCh'
'graatly assisted in repulsing thesg attacks. However, at 0310 the Germsns regrouped
and assaulted again but were thrown back and at 0330, the message was received that
all was mll,. Throughout the remainder of the day, the support:;_ng artillery contimed
te lay down heavy harassing. fires and axcépt. far a small counter-attack at 1900 which |
- was easily repulsed, the day drew to a close. This was a trying day, but due to the

tenacity and courage of the treops, the regiment was ence more proving its proud

0 Y

. Cs RY,
Celonel, Infantry,
Commanding. -

reputation as the "Battle Mountain" Regiment.
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Pler suffering héaw w%era&t&em ~against _ﬁ;ﬁzs Pifst Battelion the me_v.--igf;s

e Reglment saw ‘the owm ‘of the menth of Hmmbw with little enemy aeﬁﬁ;#ity _
‘-E&rcughmut‘ the se.c’é.er. At this ﬁﬁﬁa, the “ﬁgmant was prsgs-azrmg 4o be relieved
ie Second Infartry Brigade of the lst Rritish Tnfantry Divisfon which wss to re-

o battukies ik night, beginning 2 Neverber 1@% until the relmi‘ wis complete.
; f-éa;s, the Third by the Sixth

cond Battelion was to be reimwﬂ by the ?im% L
i st e First Battalion by the Second North Staffs; however, the inclement
* weatber and the terrible conditions of the roads were to make the relief by the British

‘Brilgade extremely difficult. At 0100 Lt. Col. Cochram, the Regliientel Bxecubive Officer,

Whaﬁ this time wes at the Second Battalion @bam&ti@n post, reported eé;new‘. m*mmnt .
X CABSETA (006329), a house 1%%@&@;1 'bﬁﬂe ‘side of the large draw tha& Pormied én ap-

m%esh to M. CHAEDE from the east. liaj@r %nmr, Regimental 8~2, immediately wdemd

thﬁz«‘w rounds of srtillery fired over a thirty m:’xa%e periocd to harass amy enemy

ing in thet locality. By 0130 the 11 ﬁ Battalion completed the relief of the First

Bettalion withont incident. Elamﬁms of the Br&%ﬁz.@h: advance party far each battaliecn

arrived at 1800 and made a recamiaaame of pasitims prior to the relief by the :Lst

Er*i_aish Eiv:.ﬁion.

2 'aewrity. |
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" meftar fire in the Third Battalion sector but caused no casualties. it this time, the

mgineers were laying anti-persomnel mines in fromt of the Third Battaliom sector but

' wa’r%”?:{smaessful and completed their task at 0340. 'At. 0400, a ecombat patrol of the Regi-
menky :r.n moving to CASA IL VEZZOLO (a bouse at 002335), found ememy dug in around an
élﬁaﬁﬂ;med U.3. tank and were fired on by a mach:lnel gun frem unrderneath the tank, and
ancjther one Ii‘x-om the house beyond. Another patrol in an attempt i@ reach CASETTA
(005329), a Ihousa one thousand yards east of M. GRANEBE, ran into an enemy ambush patrol
Jﬁﬁt' three hundred yards short of the objective emd a:i’t_-er & aherii. fire fight withdrew.
By 1830 the First I:oyala relieved tbej Second Battéslion ﬁhie.h withdrew to a reserve posi-
tion in the wvalley near the Regimént in preparation for a motor march to EONTECATINT,
Ttaly. | | | -
Hovember 4th - Gtiis— .

“This period saw the ﬁe.giment 8till holding a defensive position in the M. GRANDE

AREA (see map). It was now known that t.ﬁé Eeg:!meﬁt was to move by motor to HONTECATINE,
Italy (a distance of ninety miles) where all troops Weuid be located in the resort hotels -
of that city. Everyone was anxiously await':’mg.this. rest after six weeks of steady com-
ba :. F‘:i.nally, the Second Battalion closed in at H&%‘I‘EE:ATINI, Italy om 6 H;Jve;mber fol-
lowed by the Third Battalion the followmg day and eventually the First Battalion cl@sed
in ihe new Regimental area at O430 on & November. After arriving in the new area, each
uni}- was given the first four days for rest and relaxation. Passes were given to o
FL@TWBEE, and showers and clean clothes were rea,dily available. All theaters in town

werra running continuously, highlighted by the magnii‘icent performance of Kiss Katherine

Ccrnell and Brian Aherne in "Barrets of Wimpola Street." At the last performance of the
show, the cast was presented with a huge bouguet of flewers from the 350th Infantry in
_.2... ‘
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" apni 4abion of ¥heir outstending work. Moreover, af‘ber the verformsnce all members of
1e lcast were received at the Regimental Command Post for a short but delightful evening

dinner given by a small group of officers repreaenting'ail units of the Legimente.

adl

Aftﬁi‘a&eﬁh unit had completed its four days of rest and relaxation, training began
on 10 Hovember from 0830.to 1200 and from 1300 to 1500 daily with the following training
emphasized: I Replaeements. and inexperienced perscnnel - (A) centinuation of special
tmimimg under selected instructors to insure that they were basically qualified to

7_ enter cambat (B) Examinetions to determine state of ;trainjng (€) training with the comp-

- anies, platoonms, and squads te which assigned to devela-p ntegam spirit® II Officers and
1 il

| meo's (A) leadership training (B) instruction of new officers and HCO's in their duties

and responsibilities IIT All Personnel (A) physical conditioning (B) sanitation and

- hygieme (C) courtesy and discipline (D) other basic ﬁi-aiﬁing. - On 12 November, the

Pirsg religious services in the rest area were held and an outstanding attendance was

- nad &t gll services. The rest of the day was given to rest and reléxation,' &8 meny men

W&lkéd throughout the city to observe the sights.

" Wovember 13th - 15th:—

Reguler training was resumed on 13 Hovemer_-wi_th_ the First Battalion being presented
with one Silver Star, one Oak Leaf Cluster teo the Br@_zé'sﬁar, and fifteen Bronze Stars

_; by Colenel J. C. Fry, the Regimental Commande;:-. Thé- fo‘llowjng day, Colonel Fry pinned
elean Silveristars s one Oak Leaf Cluster to the Bromze Star, and foit;r—three Bronze
_S-ta.ra on the tunics of men of the Secend_Bat’oalion and continued with the Third Battalion
the next day with one -Legion of Merit, i‘lve 8ilver Stars, three clusters to the Bronze

. 8tar|and thirty Bronze Stars which made this Hegiment the most decorated in the Division.

e
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5 A delightful buffet-supper dance was held at Regiﬁméntal Headouarters for. 2ll Offi-
.:eza in the Esgm&ent and the Division band prov:tded the music on the night of 15 Novem~

ber; the di$rhmga1shed gnests. for the evening were the Division Commander, Gen. FAUL

Again on the sixteenth of November, £he Special Units received one Legion of Merit,

four Silver Stars s one Bronze Star Oak Leaf Cluster and- seventeen Bronze Sters. During

thils period all units were engaged in firing all weapons that a.mmition could be ob-
tained for, conducted squad a,nd platoon problems and davelbped the . team spirit within
eaeh unit. After approximately two delightful weeks oi‘ rest and rehabilitstion in the
resort hotels of MONTECATINI, Ttaly, t.he Regment rece:wed a darectwe from Division
stating that the 3 50th Infantry would. relleve the 338'th Infantry of the 85th Division
by the night of 21-22 November a.nd would assume c.dmmaﬁd' of the Am‘esent €5th Division

sector on 22| November. This sector was on the left of that previously held by the

VL a0 S

Regiment. In compliance with the directiwe, an advance reconnaissance party lef‘l:.
ma*mmmrx, Italy at 0830 on 16 November and proceeded to reconnoiter the 338tn posi-
tiona; they returned late in the day. On 17 Navambe;-, a march order was distributed

with the Third Battalion moving at 0700 on 18 Bove,mbér”in conjunction with Anti Tank

a..nd. Camnon Companies, followed by the First and Second -Eattalions, Regimental Head-
guarters and Service Companjr the next day'.‘ The Gegiment moved on Highway 6627 to
FIORENCE, to Highway 65, turning right on 6529 and taking a trail marked by Militery
Eolice over to Highway 6531 and on to the'aegiaimntal:_sector (see overlay). The.lé‘:agi-
mentel zone of action was bounded on tbé left by Higl'xway 6531 and generzlly followed
the, 96 Basting for the right boundayrf The front lines were alcing, the 32 B ertlfli:lﬁg
by '

|
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.ae-ié zmﬁ wi ‘ tﬁ:m Regiment occupying the strategic M. FANG, the mportant high ground
n this sector. Due to the inclement weather and the s_taﬁic situation, it .l‘vras pe‘saiﬁlé N
o keep ome battalion out of the front lines in a reserve and rest positien nea:: ‘

{¥II&, a small village situated on the main road'a.z;d twenty-five hundred yards
.enipa‘a%,ma frent lines. The reserve battalion stgred in this rest position for six
ays aﬁd'wéuld then move into the lines for twelve days. This Regiment remained in the
ame. static situation for the remainder of the monmth with little activity besides.rou—
ine patrol misaiens, with both sides throwing the usual amount of harassing artillery
ires. The morale in the Hegiment duf:!.ng thia period w:as excellent with ampie Test

eriods for all units, g
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— HEADQUARTERS “350TH INFANTRY
, AFO 88, U. S. ARMY

HISTCRY NARRATIVE FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER 194k

This Regiment held a sector in the Fifth Army lines extending to the
32.3 Northing, bounded on the left by Highway 6531 and reaching as far
eastward as the 96 Easting. This sector was strategically dominated by
the 'five hundred and fifty seven metér height, MT. FANO. From these posi-~
'tione, in these snow-covered mountains, the troops were eleven miles from
-the key to the Po Valley, =---- BOLOGNA. It would be from £hese positions

‘that an Allied attack would smash to cut the VIA EMILIA Highway, encircle

" BOLOGNA and proceed to dash north 'tbward the Alps. It would be from these
-positions’ that the last Allied drive would explode, cuhninating in the cop~
plete defeat of the Nazi Armies in Ttaly.

Semehow, this was not the oi)portune time. Many things afi‘e;:ted the
picture. Far one, heavy snow had completely blanketed the entire area,
l:l.miting even pafrol activity. A surprise enemy push on the iestern front
alerted our thoughts and actions in this theater --— and re~grouding of
enemy troops seemed to aa;low our plans. This sectar remained static with
someswhat aggressive p_at:rol activity; linked with heavier than usual artil-
lery harassing fires - occasionally interrupted by violert Time on
*Target barrages.

‘Two battalions held the three thousand yard front (see map) with a
rea;rve battalion twenty-five tmundred:.yards to.the rear in a rest area

_-‘,(ﬁhich received heavy fire on numerous occasions) and technically in reserve.

o, P
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- Bach _bati.:alion moved to this rest area for a six-day stay after ser-
ving twelve days of line duty. Accordingly, the reserve battalion had |
the oprortunity to rest and train which relieved the tension az.id strain
of front line duty. '

vnile the Regimental 'eam occupied these static positions, it was
varticularly aggz‘ess:@ve with well-planned and superbly-led patrols which
probed the enemy }Jositions, sometimes to fight and take prisoners, some-
times to obtain a complete knowledge of the terrain to the front in event
of a future attacl, and sometimes to seek new e¢nemy positions. As an ex-
ample of this effective patrolling, on 2 December, a ratrol of one officer
and ten men from "M Company'!s positions on MI'. ¥AKO, moved four hundred
yards to the house at 955325 and observed; all being quiet, they moved
over very flat and exposed ground toward CASA COLOLBARA '(95753265J and
bl noticed movement outside a house. Noises indicated that someone was roll-
ing water or gas cans and slipping along the mud on the trail. Continuing
Lowaras ‘the houses at 955327, which are eight hundred yards from iT. FANQ,
the vatrol observed a flash of lignt which suggested someone leaving a
lighted room through a blackout position or curtain. fPerrain at this point
also was very flat snd exposed. The patrol returned to houses located on
the commanding ground at 954326, On the return, the patrol was mortared
but suifered no casualties. From this point, the patrol returned to its
lines having covered seventeen lwndred yvards of terrain to the front, ob-

taining valuable information.

On 8 December, the Second Battalion, being the reserve battalion,
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moved from the rest area in i*TUMEI'TO, Italy, to relieve the I'irst Battal-
jon which took over the positions rreviously occupied by the Second. “This
relief was affected vithout inc:.dent -—--- two days later, liajor I1oll.=nd
asuumac; comand of the First Battal:.on.

Throughout the remainder of the month this Repiment continued to hold
this sector and ¢ontinued to rotate its battel ions from front line posi-
tions to the reserve position.

Because of ithe static situation, the casualties for this month were
very low. From the supply viewpoint, the troops were adequately fitted
with warm winter clothing and were fed hot meals throughout the veriod.

This Fegiment observed Xmas Day in truly 'White Chiistmas" fashion
as snowi blanketed the entire front. An outstanding Xmas dinner was had
by &1l persomnel on the twenty-fifth. Ciwristmas Greetings were received
from the Regimental Commander and distributed to all units of this command.,

s the month of December came to a close, this Regiment had sent a
quartering party to a reserve position approximately ten thousand yards
in the rear of the frontline positions centered around the Regimental (om-
mand Post which was located at BOSCHI (see map).

Due to the small amount of activity throughout the Regiment's sector
during the month of December, there is very little to describe from the

Regi}mntal standpoint. However, the battalions were continuelly busy with

~each battalion having somewhat of a different picture, and for this reason,

this month's history is centered on the day by day analysis of the battal-

ion histories which follow immediately.
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The Regimental positions remained static during the month of B d@t@

operations were characterized chiefly by aggressive patrols which are deseribed
in greater détail in the Battalion Histories that follow.

The ‘b_eg.lnning o: Jdamary found the regj.men'l'; in reserve 'positions where
they had b | sin;:e 28 Decembet 1944, The First Battalion (Major Hdlland)
was in reserve of the 349th Regiment and bivouaced in the town of Fiumetto
(930(?—2835).: The Second Battalion (Major Yongne) was at C. Rocca from which
position it was relieved by the 2nd Battalion of the 349th on 2 Jamary. A
road march of 75 miles braught it to the new area of S. Benedetto. The
Third Battalion (Lt. Col. Witter) was bivouaced in the vicinity of Boschi.
The Regimental CP was near Boschi (921224). |

On 2 Jamary, the lst Battalion moved to new positions in the vicinity -
of M. Delle Formiche and in reserve of the 35lst Regiment, where they re-
main_ed mtil 7 Jamary., Battalion CP located at 915286, The Second
Battalion remained in their reserve area of S. Benedetto until 7 Jamuary.

While in thils area, time was given over to rehabilitation and replacement of

clothing and equipment as well as improvement of defenses in secondary MLR.

DECLASSIFIED ™.

E.0. 11652, Sec, 3(E).and 5(D)-or (E}
L S3Ses7

On 2 Jamuary, Brig. Gen. POL W, KENDALL awarded the Silver Star Medal to

L™

1sb Lt, Charles E, Lesnick, T/4 Joseph E., Silva(lled Det) and S/Sgt

Byﬂ%ﬁl—éﬁs. Datez___,.zy ‘

Fernand ¥, La Croix. The Third Battalion remained in their area until

7 Jamary. New Euipment was ismW:
positions were dug and perfected| C AWC[: LLE')

The temperature during this

hlghhghted by a very heavy snow

J < dli'ncult Roads were icy and dangerous and contimied snow required the
constent attention of the Engineers.
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Diring their stay in these areas, the Battalions were visited by the
DPivision Commander, Brig, Gen. PAUL W. KENDAL and Asst Div. Commard er,

régular visits to battalion and company CPs, taking this opportunity to

address the officers and enlisted men.

Brig. Gen, HARRY B. SHERMAN. The Regimental Commander, Col. J, C. Fry made

On 7 Jamary, the régiment moved from their reserve positions to a new

sector near Mt, Fano, relieving the 365th Regiment of the 92nd Division.

The First Battalion marched from their reserve area at M.. Delle Formiche

crbss ‘country approximately 8 miles to the vicinity of Castel Vecchia (969%13)

to redlieve the 3rd battalion of the 365th Regtimert. The Second Battalion

moved by truck on 8 January to Fiumetto, then marching to their new rositions

near C. Vaglie, to complete the relief of the 3rd battalion of t he 349th regi-

ment, Our Third Battalion marched from their reserve positions approximately

7 miles through a heavy snowstorm to complete the relief of the 2nd battalion

of the 365th regiment of the 92nd Division in the vicinity of C. Aie. Our
regimental CP was established at Pelazzo (945-283). |
While thus disposed, the lst battalion was the front line battalion;

the 2nd battalion occupied the Mt. Fano sector and the 3rd battalion, in

the rear of the 1lst battalion, occupied the reserve position. These positions

were manned until 14 Jamary when the regiment was relieved by the 168th

regiment of the 34th Division. Heavy snowstorms hampered patrol activity.

Roads were icy and dangerous. The regiment's stay in these positions near
¥t, Fano brought no exceptional activ:i.ty. Regular it moderate artillery
and mortar bé.;rréges fell in the gemeral area of these positions, it the

care taken in selection and improvement of positions proved of great value

_-..:si'nca only 6 wounded were reported for this month.
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On 10 J amary eleménts of the 168th Infantry Regiment of the 34th Div-
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ision'- arrived to prepare for car relief. Our guartering pafby left on 11
Jamary for Montecatini, Italy, to arrange for billeting of troeps. In
| '}t}repfaration' of our resaming front line positions after the rest period,
Major Butsch, Captain Fingermt and members of the three battalions left on
a reconnaissance of probable defense line in the sector to aar immediate left.
By 14 Jamary, the last elements of the regiment left the front line

positions and relief of the_B 50th regiment was completed by the 168th regi-
ment ‘of the 34th Division. | |

' The reglmént. moved by truck to ﬁontecatini, Italy and was billeted in
buildings. The first four days wereeto be dllotted as free time for the
enlisted men. Rest and recreation was the keynote, after which a light
training program was instituted. The morale of the troops at this time was
excallent.

This rest period was further utilized to re-equip all personnel.

¥otor vehicles and other equipment were brought to peak of efficiency by

completion of necessary répairs.

A1 companies were encouraged to hold dances for their members, with
their guests drawn from the civilian population of Montecatini. With'the
agsistance of the Special Service Officer, misic was mde available as well
as a ﬁriety of refreshments.

On separate nights, Battalions sponsored dances for officers of the
regiment. These dances were held at the Regimental CP which was at the
Hotel Belloni. |

In keepihg with the rest and recreation program being stressed by

f  higher headguarters, larger quotas were announced for officers and enlisted

] al  mens® passes to Rome, Florence and the Momtecatini Rest Centers. These
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p#sses were to continue while the regiment was in front line positions. The
Division enlarged it's facilities for enlisted men at the Montecetini Rest
Center., Stream lined steam-heated trains left Montecatini for the Rome Rest
éanter.

Onl7 J anuary, Lt. Gen., MAKK W. CLARK, in the presence of LT. Gen.
LUCIAN G. Tﬁstbﬂ, Maj.Gen, GEEFFREY M, KEYES, Brig. Gen. PAUL i, KENDAL,
Col. J. C. Fry, Co.l Champney and other officisls of Fifth Amy, II Corps
and 88th Bi'ﬁ.sien; presented the Congressional Medsl of Honor to Sgoond
I;im'ﬁenant Charles W, Shea; Jr. The Distingaished Service Cross was

presented to|Major Erwin B. Jones and Tech/Sgt Mamel V. Mendoza.  The

Distingmished Unit Citation ribbon was attached to the Guidons of the
companies ofl £he Second Battalion for their admirable work on Mt. Battaglia,
Italy. (News release story of ceremony and photographs under publicity and
awards sections.) |

. On18 January, at separate battalion ceremonies, Col. J, C. Fry
addresgssed officers and enlisted men and presented awards of Bronze and
Silver Stars to members of the battalions. (Awards lists under awards sec-
tion) .

~ On 19 January the regiment held a practice alert in antiecipation of
tﬁe orgénizajsion being called into action in the event of sudden enemy

operations. | Col. J, C. Fry inspected all troops, stress being placed on

proper and complete ;:qaipment.

On 23 J:an_uary, the regiment received 310 replacements. Although the
men were assigﬁed to the companies, they were not taken to forward positions.
,inataad, a rigid training program was instituted and continued in a rear

., training area. A cadre of officers and enlisted men were assigned the
daty of training these replacements to assure their correct duty assignment.
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Iﬁ pre@aratien for the move to forward posi‘t-iohs, advance parties went
for_wa:;'d from|battalions and special units. On 23 Jamary the regiment left
fl!onbecatini ‘lo take up positions, en the left flank of the Fifth Army front,

relieving t‘h; 363rd regiment of the 9st Division.

" This relief was completed on 24 Jamary, our First Battdlion relieving
the 2nd battalien of the 363rd regiment and taking up regimental reserve
positions on the left of c;ur sector. First batt@lion CP was set up at 818-
231, "A" Company was attached to the Third Battalion. Our Second Battalion
toock up farward positions on the left of the 350th sector, relieving the 1st
battalion of the %3rd Infantry. Second battalion CP was located ab 828-263,
~ Our Third Battalion reéliayed the 3rd battalion of the 363rd Infantry, taking
up positions on the right of the 350th sector. Third battealion CP was set
up at La V. ' e (850-278)., Regimental CP was located at Anconella (8653-2650),

The mo' ent from Ionhecabiﬂ was'ha.upered by the heavy snowfall. The
roads were icy and dargercus, Little movement was possible by the 2nd and
3rd battalions since dimct observétion was enjoyed by snemy forces on
Montemumici. Active patrolling was immediately taken up with continmal
probing of enemy lines to gather information on possible strong points and
other data foruse in Mature operations. Heavy snow hempered car eperations

and rain and fog impeded observation.

Our left flark was tied with the British Sixth South African Division
while the 351st Infantry regiment was om-axr iight.

_ Preparations wers underway for a'cempazw strength raid on eneny positions
with the p \me intention of capturing prisomers. Considerable informstion
has dlready|been obtained as a result of ar nightly patrols. Casualties
'have been very light, a resalt of the careful piunning and attention to
seemingly minor details.
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Our Regimental CP was visited by Lt. Gen. IUCIAN G. TRUSCOTT, Maj. Gen.
GOEFFREY M, KEYES and B_rig.' Gen, PATL ‘KE'GDALL. Col. Fry contimed to visit -
formard company and battalion CPs, perfecting defenses and insuring proper
"dispeai.tion' of tmepls. |

| The month ended with the 1lst battalion preparing to take up positions
on our ectrems left flank, relieving units of the British Sixth Sauth African

Division. r fromt at ﬂﬁs time, extends more than 6000 yards from approxis

mabely 855305 runming irregularly south and west to approximately 815270.
Maps attached hereto show extent of cur line and disposition of troops.
The hew program of Information and Education was begun on 23 Jamary.
1lst Lt. Kunzelman was amed;ntéd L & E officer as a result of the extensive
Ay I & E progrem. | |
Jamary was qutsténding in that the regiment siffered only 6 camalties
a result of shell fragments. Disease and injury accounted for the largest
mpber of evacustions. The attached detailel Medical report gives a clear
and conclse picture of the Medical history of the regiment for this period.
One notakle innovation is the use of litters mounted on skis for the evécxation

of casualtips in snow covered ter:ﬂiﬁ.
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HISTORICAL NARBATIVE -~ FEBRUARY 1945

Actien in the regiment's secter guring the month ef Februery was
cahaz‘.‘aeterised by increased aggressive patrelling and exchangss ef artillery
and mw:’i‘.&r fire.! A mere detailed account ef the many patrel actiens during
fhis mmnth:are clentained in the battalioﬁ histeries and the 3-2,3 Journals
which fellow. |

| Generally, 21l pesitiens freom the 1st of_Fabrgary te the 7th of
Febr&a%y were the same as these occupied at the end of Jamary (see overlay).
OQur lst Battalian @ccﬁpyipg tﬁe reserve defensive positions was set up with
their CP at .'818231. The 2nd Battalion, helding pesitions oh the left flank
 had its CP at 828263. The 3rd Battalien, on the right flank of the regimental
sector with its CP at IA VALIE (850263) was able to rotate a reserve company
‘biveuaced near the regimental CP at ANCONELLA (86532650).

These areas were subjected to rather heavy shellfire but the care
in éalectien and imprevement of positions again proved its great value since
only 24 casualti é were sufferéel during the mont}.‘tl.' Of these, 14 were a result
ef the beld raid ef "A" Company en 1 February. . -

For this daring raid, "An Cempany was attached to the 2nd Battalion.

~ The objective was C. FURCOLI and the mission was primarily te capture prisoners

- for interrogatien. It was impertant that we obtain information of eremy in-
tentiens. Majer General Paul W. Kendall, ttfe Division Commander, and the regi~
mental commander, Col. l;'. C. Fry realizing the great importance of this raid
followed the @gréss clesely from the 2nd Battalien CP. All movements had

_ been worked eut te the smallest detail, numerous practice runs having been oy

-1-
SECRET
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.in the days preceding the raid. AHoﬁever, before the comparny could contact

any eneny ferces, they were met by especially heavy artillery and mortar fire.

It was here that the bulk of the casualties were suffered. Twelve enlisted men
were wounded a-ndVQ killed. As the cempany moved forward, enemy small armslfire
éirmed them dewn . Tt was in the ensuing fire fight and the especially herocic

action en the part of most of the members of the company that resulted in the
capture _e__f five enemy priseoners and neutralizing eﬁen;v gun positions., As proef

of the boldness pf the raid and the excepfional performsnce of many of the men,

27 Bronze Stars for heroic achievement in action and & Silver Stars for gal—
lantry in éctien‘ were awarded to the most outstanding men in the company. At

a special ceremony at the Battalion CP, the next day, Major General Paul W.
Kendall, }Sersm]ly presented the medals to the 2 Officers and 33 enlisted men
who were decorated. As further proof of the importeance and daring of the raid,
the Corps Commander, Mzjer General Geoffrey M. Keyes, sent his personal con-
gratulations to Major General Kendall and Col, J. C. Fry and commendedl all the
men and officers whe participated in the action. Five enemy soldiers were cap-
tured but the enemy wounded and killed were unknown. "A" Company suffered 2

killed, 1 MIA and 12 wounded.

On the| 2nd Of February the lst Battalion moved into the line reliev-

ing the lst Battplion of the Scots Guards of the 24th Scots Brigade and taking

up positions of the extreme left flank of the 5th Army front. The battalion CF was
e-f;tablishad near MONzUH(;. Qur sector, -as a result of this move s was moved to the
east .mare than two -thousand yards and extended from the 86 westing south and

east to the 79 easting. (see overlay).

~ Another outstanding patrel actien occurred on the 5th of Febhruary
: "
SECRET
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and although no priseners were captured much information was obtained on the
strength and lé tion of enemy positiens. Co@pam;r up", on this day, sent out
‘an ambush patrol of 1 officer and 39 enlisted men., Their objéctive was C. VALIA
© (81352615). Arriving there and finding it clear, the patrol moved on to 81502815
énd contacted ehemy in stréngth. They drew considerable enezﬁy fire, both small
arms and mortars. However, after a fieree Tive fight and some outstanding act-
ion, the patrol returned te their positions without suffering a single casualty.
The infermation the patrol géthered oﬁ the enemy positions enabled the regi-
mental mértar sections to place effective fire on them and clear them of enemj
forces, | _

On ﬁhe 6th and 7Tth of February, the regiment was moved into Diwvisien
reserve. The lst Battalion moved back into bi%rouac near TRASSASO (823220).
The 2nd moved tq BIBULONA, while the 3rd Battalion movéd into buildings in
ANCONELLA (865265). The regimental CP was set up at 87052195. While in Divi-
sion reserve, all battalion:s were engaged in a supervised training program in
beth basic and specialized subjeéts, rifle companies laying particular stress
-on patrolling and platoon and cempany attack. In addition, this period was
used t.é censtruct and improve secondary defensive poéitioné. While thus dis-
. pesed, all companies were ai‘farded increased oppertunity to send both officers
and enlisted men on passes to Flerence, Montecatini and Rome. Showers were
made available te all men. The weather continued mild. Snows were melting and.
road conditions were vez‘fy \faverable. - |

On the 13th of February the régj;ner.lﬁ'was honored by a visit of the
Chief of Staff, |General Geerge C. Marshall accompanied by Lt. Gen. Truscott,

It. Gen. McNarney, ILt. Gen. Clark and Maj. Gen. Kendall. When the distinguished
<y 3- ‘
SECRET
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party arrived at the 2nd Battalion, General Marshall presented the Distinguished
Service Cross to 2nd Lieutenant Steven M. Kosmyna of Company "E"., The presenta-
tion ‘was made at a battalion formation. | '

Although the regiment was in Division reserve, the area occupied by
t.he 1st and 2nd Hattaliens and Regimental CP was subjected to coﬁsiderable long
range artillery fire, .A few casualties were suffered in the 2nd battalion in
the vicinity of BIBULANO.

‘As a feature of the Information and Education program, a "Barber Shop
Quartet® contest was begun and all battalions and Special Units were encouraged
to enter the contest. The contest created considerable cempetition and after
eliminations in the battalions and Special Units, the finals were held in LODIANO
on 14 Fébruary. The winner of these finals, an exceedingly fine gquartet from
the 2nd Battalion, competed in the Division eliminations in M;antecatini on 20
Fébruary. Coached and led by Lt, William G. Bell, this quartet performed admir-
ably and was a unanimous éhoice of the judges. Winning the Division finals, the
group competed ir the Army finals. In spite of fine singing on their part, the
Judges selected the group from another division, ocur guartet coming in third.
Enéeumged by the success of this competition, it was decided to form a regi~
-mental glee club when the organization was .moved into more f;vorable poéitions.

On tke 15th of February, advance reconnaissance parties went forward,
preparatory to the regiment!s taking over :t‘tt‘qntlihe positions. On the lSth.oq?
February, the lst Battali?on‘ assuming the right of the regimental sector relieved
‘the 2nd Battalien of the 351st Regiment and set' up its CP at LIVERGNANO (871;297).
On the 20th of February, the 2nd Battalion , in relievj:g the 1st Battalion of.
“the 35151: Regiment, took up positions on the left of the regiment!s sector.

-
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The 3rd Battalion was kept in regimental reserve with its CP at Anconella (see
overlay). The Regimental CP was moved to IA ‘(.}UARD.A (865276). OQur left flank
whilé thus disposed, was tied with the 34%th Infantry and with the 36lst Infantry
of the 9lst Division on our right.

Activity for the remainder of the month was taken up with ambush and
raconnaissanqe patrols. No outstanding actions resulted, but the enemy re-
mained verylsensitive to our probing of their lines. On the other hand, enemy
activity wés unusually light and Iimited to scattered patrol. activity and light
harassing fire.

On 23 February, the .3rd Battalion moved out of reserve to relieve
the 2nd Batta.lion of the 349th Infantry, In assuming these positions the regi-
ment's defense line was e}étended almost 2000 yards. The line -extended irreg-
qiarly south and east from 8932 to approximately 8428,

On 22 February, the regiment was notified that the Congressional Medal
of Honor was awarded pesthumously to Captain Robert E. Roeder, former company
comn;a.nder of wG" Cempany for his outstanding contribution to the hevoic defense
of Mt. Battaglia, Ttaly. This was the second Medal of Honor awarded to a mem-—
ber of this regiment, Lt. Charles Shea having been awarded the Medal of Honor
" in January. Actual presentation of the Medal would be made in the United‘sta.tes
to Captain Roede: 's mother, his next of kin.

The weather during the month was ggneraily favorable for active

defense. A few days-of rain and fog did little to hamper operations. The snow.

melted rapidly with the advent of mild srring sunshine and patrol movements were

greatly facilitated.
wil
SECRET
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" Despite our active patroilingl &uring this month, comparatively few
casualties were|suffered. The greatest number of evacustions were for sickness
and:disaase as set forth in the Medical History which follows. Actually, the
,‘tatal evacuations were the lowest reported yet.

‘Supply problems were simplified since the regiment!s positions were
astride a main highway (#65). wWinter equipment reserved for emergency was kept
stored as a result of the early warm weather.

| The menth ended with the regiment still in static positions but on
a very a-ctive defense. Re_cannaissanc‘e patrols had gathered considerable in-
formation of walue for pessible use when the regiment moves in the offensive.

Cur treéps haé been well cared for and their morale was excellent.

C

. C. FRY
OLONEL, Infantry
Command ing _

Ve
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AP0 #88, U. S. ARMY

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE . MARCH 1945

- The month of March.marked a full year of combat for the regiment
for it was the 3rd of March in 1944 that the regiment took up their f"irs‘h
position near Minturno to begin their combat career, In that year, the

' regiment has participated in most of the glorious successes achieved by
thé divissl.on. The 350th has come a long way -- from a unit of green, un-

gseasoned troops, we have developed into a battle wise and confident unit,

,' We have achieved our measure of glory an& feel proud that the organization
is rated as one of the finest combat regiments in the Fifth Army.
Castleforte, Fondl, Formla, Itri, Roccaseéca, Roceagorga,
Priverno, Rome, Volterra, Mt, Battaglia, I1t. Grande are all nemes that
g will be indelibly inscribed in the minds and hearts of all the men who
| fought in Italy. The greatest glory rests on those bold and couragecus
men who died and inspired o‘bhe'rsr to contimue in their places; and on ‘those
. who were wounded and are no longer with us, It is to these that wé owe.
a never ending debt of gratitude. |
Much of the outstanding success of the regiment during this

year was due to the able and inspiring leadership of its commander,

~Colonel J,.|C, Fll‘yf,'

mixture of emotions was experienced by all when it was made

known that Colonel Fry had been chosen as Ass_istant Division Commander,
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We were sorry to lose such an intelligent and understanding leader who

possessed such genuine and sincere human qualities, We rejolced to know
that his ehcouraging leadership and ﬁilitary ability were so well recog-
nized by his selection for this important. post,-

One year of combat containing a lifstime of anguish and relief,
despair and victory, fear and hope. These are, perhaps, what General
Clark meant to remix;d us of in his letter to General Kendall on 5 March
1945, * |

As a fitting reward on completion of this year of combat the
regiment was placed in Corps Reserve on 4 March for a well earned rest
and speciali.ﬁad training in preparation for the coming offensive,

The beginning of Merch found the regiment in position astride
highway #6?. The First Battalion (Lt, Col. Holland) oecupied the right of
the regime sector near Iivergnano and south of enemy held Pianaro
(CP at 874297). ** The Second Battalion (Lt. Gol. Yongue) with their CP
at 872285 were in center position while the Third Battalion (Lt, Col,
Witter) were dug in on the left flank with their CP at 850278. The
3/9th Infantry wes on the regiment's left while the 36lst Infantry of the
9l1st Di:v:!.sion occupied our right flank,

Activity for the short time the regiment occupled these positions

in this month was confined to reconnaissance and combat patrols, Several

Ll

* See lettelj General Clark dated 5 Karch 1945 in miscellaneouns saction,

** See overlay in rear of narrative.
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spirited encounters developed and important informstion obtained on

- enemy positions and strength, Artillery fire during this period was
negligible, the 10 casualties sustained were a result of our aggressive
patrol actions, Enemy mortar and amall arms fi;'e during patrol moveme_nts
was heavy and reasonably accurate, Of these casualtiés, 2 died of
wounds in 'he ho'apital,‘fa others received serious wounds and the remain-
- der sustained relatively light wounds,

On 4 March, exactly one year from the day the regiment entered
combat, advance quartering parties left for the rear area to arrange for
billeting of the regiment, By 6 March the 168th Infantry of the 34th
Division completed the relief of the regiment and the 350th moved by
Sonek ko 16 ‘Tear A e Prate, Ty, ‘Thk Divet Battayton wis Hiv.
ouaced near C, Marino, the second battalion at Capanaccia and the thi:ﬂ
battalion at Ginoriana. The regimental CP was set up at Villa Ginori.
| 'Thus disposed,* the regiment engaged in an intense training
sche.dula ﬁhich included battle training and river crossing, administrative
inspecti.on" ‘anni clothing and vehicle inspections. In a meeting of all
the officers and “non commissioned officers of the first three grades,
Colonel Fry stressed the importance of this training and the great need
for developing and maintaining the highest possible degrée of diseipline

-in all the men, <

In conjunction with this training a keen competitive spirit

* See reference maps,
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E was maintained by a program of prize contests including rifle firing;
machine gun fix:ing, mortar tests, close order drill contests and sports
compatitioﬁs. The first week was given over to rigid training -- passes
. and leawes to Florence, Rome and Montecatini were cancelled to enable
all men to engage in this extensive training program.

On 11 March regimental memorial services were held in a heavily
. wooded area near the regimental command post, In preparation for these
services, a regimental glee club was formed with members drawn from all
companies, A highly commendable performance was given and the glee club
was accep d as a permanent unit, The memorial services* were conducted
by the regiment's chaplains, Captain Pressly, Captain Newman, and
Lieutenant Marleau, at the conclusion of which the regimental commander,
_éolonel Je d. Fry, addressed the regiment, His words, although impromptu,
dl'B'W'ﬂ'i‘Vid recollection of our past year in battle. The loss of many of
our very dear friends was recalled in a simple but inspiring address and
the troops were reminded of their duty to their God and country.

At the end of the memorial p;vog;'am, separate services were held
for the various faiths., The Catholics joined in a special high maés :
conducted by Lieutexﬁnt Marleau, Protesfant gservices were held by Captain
Pressly. - Captain‘Goldfarb, Jewish Cheplain, conducted the Jewish services.

The aec;nd week in corps reserve saw greater stress placed on

recreation, The special service officer secured USO shows and late movies.

* See program 1n miscellaneous section,
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Sports were encouraged -- Boxing contests were held ;.. Volley ball teams
S i axd & spiebied sonpmtitinn devslopsd.
For the ‘non commissioned officers of the first three grades, a |
| club was dstablished in San Donato where dances and parties were held,
Pagses were again instituted. Enlisted woile Lonc day passes to Rome
and Monteeati'ni. rest camps were given, 748 men were sent to the Monte-

. catini rest cénterr,' and 300 day leave passes to Florence were authorized
every We&nesday, Saturday and Sunday, 80 enlisted men each evening at-
tended show and movies at the Apollo Theater in Florence for a seven day
period, ' o

| Dence parties for officers were held each Wédnesday, Saturday

and Sunday night at the regimental CP, the special service orchestra
furnishing the musie, ' :
N [During the third week treining was continued * and competitions

) begun betvL

en comp?ahiea. Range firing of all wéapons and competition

in dismou:lrbed drill were begun. General pc-»int competition for diseipline
and conduct of personnel, sanitation and appearsnce of installations

was won by "D" Company. Squad, platoon and battalion problems were in
full owing, . | _

On the 25th of March Colonel Fry bid his staff farewell to take
up his new duties.as Assistant Division Commander, His leaving was keenly
felt by alrl,\includihg the private in the ranks, Lieutenant Colonel Avery
M, Cochran, the Regimental Executive Officer, assumed command of the

regiment, The excellent work he has done in the past leaves us with the

* See Dance program - miscellaneous section,
' o 5
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assurance that the regiment will be ably led and continue to operate at
its accustomed high stenderd of eificiency,

The firing contests were completed and "F" Company emerged
victorious in the rifle and BAR competition and the 6lmm mortar tests,
with Company "B" 2 close second. Light machine gun competition was won
by "IM Company, while the dismounted drill contest was won by a rifle
platoon from "K" Company,

he last few days of March were taken up with practicing for

the division review which was held on Saturday, 31 March., This was to

be the last day the regiment was allowed to.wear their division insignia,
preparatory to moving to a new area for additional and specialized train-
ing, The division review, said to be the first to be held in the Ttalian
theater, was honored by the presence of the Army Group dommander, General
Mark W, Clark; General Truscott, -coxmnanding the Fifth Army, General Keyes,
commander of II Corps; General Cannon, commander of the 12th Air Force;

our division commander, General Kendall; Colonel Fry, our assistant division
: commander; and other dignitaries,

General Clark after the presentation of the Colors and before

inspecting ‘the troops gave a short address pralsing the 88th Division for

- their Mexcgllent work in the Italian eampaign,*®* From the Garigliano
to Rome, thra Volterra aﬁd the successful push thru the Gothic line, the
88th has covered themselves with glory in every operation.!" |

This last d;.y of March was spend in final preparations for the
move to the new training area, Division insignia were removed from all

. clothing and all regimental designation removed from vehicles and equipment,
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the regiment 1s scheduled to take part in a short but highly
‘ specialized training, the nature of which is still undisclosed,
We start our second year of combat confident that our duties in
A. M. COCHRAN,
It. Col., Infantry,

Commanding,

this battleground will soon be completed.

12 Tncls:
# 1 - RBatbalion Histories
2 - 5-1 Journal .
3 - 52, 83 Journal
b = 8-Li, Report
5 - Personnel Report
ical Report

11 = ¥iscellaneous
12 - Reference Maps.
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Easter Sunday, 1 April 1945, found the Regiment preparing to move to a
new training area to take part in specialized training for the spring offensive.
With all insignia removed and all markings eliminated from all vehicles to hide
our identity, the Regimental convoy rode almost seventy miles from the area near
Prato to a staging area near Pisa, Italy. Here, in what wes originally the royal
hunting grounda, a beautiful pine wooded area, the combat team was bivouaced to
undergo the vigorous and highly specialized five day training programi Prelimin-
ary boat drills and river crossing exercises were conducted; lectures by engineers
a?nd actual 'err;assin-gs by "Ducks", “Weazeis" s assault boats, and storm boats, This
site on the Arng River and a short distance from the Western toast was ideally
suited for such training. Artillsry pieces and anti-tank guns were moved across
‘the river as par of the exsrcises, Crossing problems were held in battalion

~strength in preparation for the Regimental river crossing problem in which the whole
combat team was to take part, Attached to the Regimental combat team were: Company
"B", 313th Medical Battalien; Company "B", 313th Engineer Battalion; and the 338th
Field Artillery Battalion. On 5 April, the combat team engaged in a river crossing

| probism. A1l attached units were involved and a commendable performance elicited
'f.he apprevﬁl of Colonel J. C, FRI,‘ the assistant Division Commander, By the 6th of
April, the Regiment had completed its intensive training and were scheduled and pre-
pared to move to their new area where final preparations for the spring offensive
were made. This s;emed like the most Oppqz;tuna time to atrike =a decisive' blow at

the German armigs in Italy. With the tremendous advances of our armies in Germany,

. it geemed the appropriate time for concerted action on this, the Italian front. A
coﬁbi&ed ‘movement on &1l sides ¢f the enemy presaged an early victory, but not with-

out mich heavy battling., Evidences that the enemy were feverishly strengthening

% Ses. Training Schedules. -1~
G , ~SAY T
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their defenses and notdces by the allied forces to the Italian people that they

would se-en be liberated, foretold of an early offensive, In preparation for what
gpggarad to be ar immense operation, ‘al'l. plans concentrated on breaking through the
enemy's defenses and fo_:_"qs our way into the rich Po walley and across the Po River,
‘with peaﬁ“’s}'ze prime 'faetqr. their Western bordera, the Germans were battling
the combined forces of French, American, and British armies while on the East the
pmrf‘ul Ruaéig_:ns wﬁﬁe_ relentlesaly pu;'suing their quarry, The progress of our
forees __p@}ints towards an early end of hostilities. Here in Ttaly, in the light

of‘ sg@eﬁacﬂlar advgneesﬁ of the Allied forcés in Germany, much speculation is
apparent as to f:vellm'l:. effect the surrender of enemy troops in Germany will have on
the Gama:fs in ITtaly, Our offensive mﬁy encounter no serious opposition, a sit-
uation which waui’d be most welcome to the tired and battle weary Italian popu- |
lation. A rapld advance would save much needless das‘brﬁction. It is known that
here in Italy, preparsd plans for dynamiting bridges, railroads, ete., would be

put into effect immediately upon the start of our offensive. On 5 April our ad-
‘vance guartering party left for our new bivouac area, and on 6 April, the Regl-
mgn'b mimns all unit desigmations, started moving to treining areas near Pietramala,
Ttely. -_!'ho_’_.mgmental G.P, was set up in an antique villa on highway 65 and our
troops were disposed#® in anticipatian of an immedinte move to front line pbaitions.
Preparations for the offensive were und?#yand in meetings of Battslion and Company
Commanders ss jwell as all First Sergeamts of the Regiment, Plans and situations
were_rdifae_uﬁa and aryengements mede to coordinate all glements and attached units. N
sﬁea_ the plans anticipated use of armored behicles for immediate use in the valley
of the Po, detailed and thorough plans ware formilated on supporting unmits - 338th

Field .&r‘bﬂiﬁry; ‘Compeny "B", 313%h Engineers; 752nd Tanks; and 805 Tank Déstroyers.

.. TFeverish but efficient activity marked the developing of mortar plang -~ artillery'

# See Attached Overlay
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concentrations = abj&etivaa - phase lines - and sectors of fire., This was surely
to be an all out offensive. The troops were given fimal instructions and practice
problems. Weapons and equipment were carefully checked and all excesses being tufn—
- ed in, Ammunition stores were built up and flame thrower demonstrations were held,
A Regimental raplaesment.pool was aetAup near Pietramala and intensive training be-
came a regular part of their schedule, As projected,‘each rifle compeny had three

'8 man squads plu hsavy weapons personnel, We had learned much about replacements

in cur various battles in the past and these lessons stood us in good stead. Thusly
oecupisd the troopa endoyed a limited rest and recreation until 10 April, On 10
April, an advance party left for the formard positions to arrange for the Regimental
move and the fimsl preparations for the gigantiec offensive, On il April, still
blaeksd—aﬁt for seerecy reasons, movement forward began. Regimental Headguarters -
and the Rear Regimental Command Post ﬁera installed at Anconella. Regimental for-
ward and First Battalion C,P. was set up at La Valle (850278): The First Battalion
{1, Gol, Hbannq) took up front line positions* and relieved the Second Battalion,
ééénd'lhfgntry_ﬁsgiment of the 91st Division. According to plan, the First Battalion
wa.s to maintain these positions until the jump-off, The Second Battalion (Lt, Col,
- Yongue) meved into ; rear assembly area near Anconslla where Compsny "E" was attached
to the First Battalion - "H" Company moved into positions forward where all fire data
. for maximum suppbrt gf ﬁhs attack was compiled and checked, The Third Battalion
(1t. Gol, ﬁittef) maved'tb.thair assenbly area on 12 April and there awaited "H"
hour and "DV day, Service Company set up South of Monghidoro and utilized these

last few days prior to the attack to perfect their vital supply routes and trans-
pertatinn. Ganﬁo&'ﬁampanywtoék up positions near Anconella and although no firing
was permitted in order not to disclose our arrival or location of our units, artillery,

m@rtér,'and‘air obgervation posts were established at La Valle and Scascoli, Our

"% See Attached Overlay
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'l&b@r on patmls of previous months was soon to be rewarded. Gareful

stuﬁiea had been made af all enemy gtrongholds and intentians - probable points of
resistance wam carefully surveyed.®* Our a'btack originally scheduled for the 13th
was posﬁpamd until the 14th., Advantage was taken of this respite and additional
prepamtions werse mada. The Regimental C.P. moved to La Valle whem the Regimental
Gommanﬂar, &oloml Cochran, could more easily control all movement, Reconnaissance
missions cenf‘imad positions and strength of enemy installations, and on the 14th
of April, our ar'billery support began registering in., Major General Kendall and
Galanal J. C. Fry mada frequent visits to ‘the rear Command Post these last few days
and assamd thamaslwa that the importan‘b mission of the Regiment would move smooth-
1y aa&-aqm.sg_i‘m%ly. Reports reeeivad at this time point to sensational successes
of the gth Amy on our right and part of the 5th Army making spectacular gains,
@pﬁos*i"tion is deaeribad as exeéeéingly heavy in the 8th Army sector, although ex-

tensive pmpam ions and shelling preceded the attack, The Fifth Army's 92nd Div-

isisn wa.s axpe encimg only gpotty opposition and rapidly advancing towards Spezia.
We are mzm now t.hat -our sattack on Bologna is the spearhead of the Fifth Army and,
as sueh m expaet 'bha heaviest oppesition from our determined enemy. Although

schedulad for tha Mth, our ump—off was postponed 24 hours and the troops enjoyed

-the sxfh:a. .dayg During these days enemy artillery and mortar activity was down to

" & minimum, although botﬁ formaxd and rear positions were under constant observation,

"H' hour was ﬁmll‘y miea.sad ag well as "D" day; on 15 April at 2030 hours the
Ragimam'. will mew out in the attack after an artillery, mortar, and machine gun
pmparati@n of half hour. In the closely coordinated plan, the Regiment had as

aupporting waits, the reliable 338th Feld Artillsry Battelion, Company "BU of the

313th Eﬁgimrs Company "C" (less ons platoon) of the 752 Tank Battalion, one

" p].at@en ef Company "C" of the 804 Tank Destroyer Battelion, and one reinforced

* Sge Veuetian DPefensé line S-2, $-3 Section, also CTR report on enemy
ﬁiﬁm‘biun (8-2,3 Bection - Amex to F.O, #17)
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platoon of 4-.2— mortars of ‘sempa;ny HAW of the 10th Ghémical Battalion. Careful
screening "ai;a checking of information from all sources reveals that we are facing
- the 157 monntaiﬁ Division, comprised by the 296th and 297th Mountein Regiments, with
the 65th Infantry Division to their right and the 94th on their left. Our immediate
epp@men%; at Iast reperts, was the 3rd Battalion of 297th Mountain Hegiment. Our |
enémy were wall dug in on faveorable and dominating ground and contimue from our pos-
ition alm-as'ﬁ to Bologna, The erack 90th Panzer Gremadier Division is reported to be

North of Bologna in mobile reserve. The key to the Po valley defenses, Monterumici

was wall hﬁ._gh impry gnable, Mines almost complstely covered all usable approaches

and alt&hmgl; the towns éf.Be Sopra and De Sotto were pounded to a rubble, it was
Wn the anémy wmld defend this vital keystone with fanatiecal fury. It seemed that
here wa.g ana'bher Mt, Battaglia with the exception that the enemy were literally look-
ing dmm mr ’Bhrea.ts. . With two battalions abreagt, the 350th was to capture the
Gibr&l}faez_f of the Po, Monterumiei - a formidable height interlocksd with caves and
elaborate ﬁug—eﬁ‘hs and cleverly concealed gun positions, This terrain seemed like
 the roughest we have yet seen in Italy, Tortuous trails were the only means of ad-
vanmand all our amor would not serve us until we hit the ideal terrain of the Po

valley. Difficulties of supply would again present themselves and fighting would

agaih be fatiguing and miserable., Many terrain features were not suitable for mil-

| itary operations, and movement was confined to stubbornly defended areas studded Wi‘th-?;-
| 'weapolm of all types. our left the 349th was to seize Furcoli and on our right

the élst Division was Jllegated the mission of conquering Mt. Adone. with the .first
battalion in regimental m;ez_fve*-, occupying then frontline positions, and then mov-

iné au'.'.: along the trail to LeTombe as & diversion, the third battelion, from its rear

and -
agsembly area-nesr Ancomslla was to move to IaVallg/was charged with clearing

%8s 7.0, #1, Hq 350th Inf.
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ﬂbntérumici, attac :nalong the trail from LaPianohto LaTorre, with one company

| movving towards Fhé;nallé then Hill 416, Ie Mandrie (835208) ﬁnd Casarola (831298),
""The Second Battalion, after attaching one compﬁny to the First Battalion until H hour
plus 36 was to move from their asembl# area near Anconella and then attack up to
Fazzano Ridge. After securing this feature, the second was to continue up the ridge-
to seize San Incia (832302) and Cassa di Mazza (843302) and then forward to Quercia
(838315) and finally Val del Fossa (838315), With speed the major consideration the
First Battalion was set to assist the Third in the event that Monterunici did not fall
early iﬁ the operation, The first battalion was then to move to Casa di Mazza and then
to attack northwest through Mt. dei Froti and attacking Mt, Merio, The 9lst Division
was to attack #nd aptura Mt, Adone and it seemed that this high but unpractical

feature would provean cbstacle in the capture of Monterumici, After these two hlllB

were taken the regiment was to continue north and capture Villa C Stettano (835374).
Plans were set to assist the 91st Division in the event that Mt. Adone should prove too
7‘iifficult to cﬁpture. With artillery and other support weapons all prepared to give
lmaximum power to the drive, the second and third battalions on 15 April moved to posi-
tions of the 362nd Infantry and awaited hour of attack scheduled for 2300, Mt., Adone
was scheduled to taken by the 9lst in their attack at 0300 on 16 April. With Mt. Adone
still in enemy hgnﬁs, therefore Monterumici presented more than a formidable problem.
dn'eur left was the Sixth South Africans ﬁhose mission was to protect our left flank
and capture Mt, Sole, The whole operation of the IT Corps was tied with the attack of
the IV Corps on the left and the Eigﬁth Arﬁy on the right in an éll out assault on

Bologna, Planes were active.all day the 15th bombing front 1line positions of the enemy,

Wave after wawve of bombers and dive bombers made their appearance today., Reports to
thié'hﬂadquartars state that the Sixth South African succeeded in capturing Mt, Sole

ibutfraceived a vicious counter attack and were forced off the hill, After another drive

’thé 8ixth South Afriean regained the hill and moved forward and encountered pill boxes
: i

S :-:-r‘_: .
% '{‘}'i-».g o



; ore ArLp
b OECLASSIFIED

|
Aunciy VM) 73S0PD |
1 BXMJ)_HAHA Daie '}‘;ﬁgml

on the revefsa glope and extremely heavy resistance., At promptly 2230 the offensive

-Jﬁ!i.I.!!!!‘h;

\

' Bégan and the fury of our artillery, morters, tanks and tank destroyers, machine guns
 and AA&‘guns_was directed on Monterumici, It séemed hardly possible that anything
could lifa under luch a terrific cénceﬁtration apd after preparatory fires were lifted
the troops moved forward at 2300, K and L Company leading assault for the 3rd battalion
with I company in‘reaerve. .Af-2200 K arrived atVIaPiano and L was moving to the right,
F Company leading the assault of the 2nd Battalion with G company following., Our
attack was Qavaloping according to plan andour men had sucecessfully crossed the
Saveruna_ﬁivar.withoat any untoward incident. Movement was satisfactory until the
troops gtﬁampted tq_mova up the slopes of Monterumici, where they were met by intense
and extremsly_accurata mortar énd machine gun fire from deeply entrenched enemy po- .
sitions, Counter ﬁortar fire was called for and altﬁough the enemy fire was reduced
it was not silenced completely. It seemed almost impossible to advance in the face
of this intense enemy fire against a ridge that the enemy were pledged to hold or
die, Casuallies were sustained when men ian to the shelter of nearby foxholes they
.‘ found tbeﬁ‘booby trapped. K Company moved through and to the left of Monterumici
and successfully drove towards LaTorre and DeSota., By 0100 hours (16 April) in spite
of the heavy casualties from Schu miﬁes, and the booby trapped foxholes, it was
- occﬁpying positions about Aod yards from lLaTorre but were unable to move because of
hﬁachina gun fire directed at them from Casa di Mazza, L Company which had struck to
the right of Monterumici and was able to advance against very light resistance until
just short of the road bagyean west of Fazzano and 8, Lucia, F Company had by passed
Fazzanello on ﬁha move to Fazzano but were pinned down by machine gun fire from
Casa di Mazzsa, With only three companies committed, (F, L and K) the regiment suf-
férsd twenty-six (26) casuslties in the first few hours of fighting, Heavy Flye i
. baing received ‘om strong points located in ideal and advantageous positions. By |

0160 F Comﬁany d moved elose to S, Imeia but were also halted by the machine gun
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fire from Casa di Mazza, - The company split and a.ttempted to approach the pOSITION

from the I:aft and r:!.ght.‘ Flanking movements were unsuccessful and, at 0500, after
a heavy fire fight in the vicinityof Casa di Mazza (844306) F Company withdrew and
set up defensivespositions at Fazzano. The company commander (Captin Charbonnet)
was wouﬁdad and executive officer (Lt. Aunter) was injured, Two men wers killed and

ebortstrom +he 3ugth sfatevhnt

three men wounded, E Gompany who had occupied defensive po&i‘bions near LaTorre and
I.a.g_lia were prepared to launch an'attack on F Company flanki~aéne company had reached

Hill 282 (821282) whil:e another company was within 100 yards of F§rcoli against stiff
enemy- res_iata.nce‘ and were contemplating mving their tanks,) Artlllery and mortars
were called for in order to protect the troops who were completely exposed. G Com-
pany, following lI?‘, was subjected to heavy machine gun and mortar fire and when ordered
to pass through F suffered 1 KIA and 3 WIA and were forced to dig in near Fazzano,
theré"‘bo await dayligh‘hrahd contimue the attack, Mt, Adone to the left was still in
enemy hands and a serious threat to our advance, K Company attempted to move on
LeTorre but was met by mortars and machive guns from the vicinity of S. Cecelia.
VGapfl.ailn Stroup (K Company C. 0.) attempted to outflank the enemy by leading one
platoon to the left of LaTorre ‘while another platoon attacked DeSotto, His third
platocn was prepared to assault S, Cecilia as soon as laTorre was taken., This at-
~tempt failed when they were halted by nﬁchiné guns in dugouts in a house, The
 platoon had readhed to within 10 yards of the house when machine guns blasted away
at them. In _oricr to disperse and get out of line of fire they were forced into a
mine field and ;rhan six men became casualties the platoon was forced to withdraw,
Tank fire was requested. (0230 hours) on LaTorre and the battalion was moved back
while our tanks went ipto'action. Agéin an attempt was made to selze LaTorre this

time from the right but machine gun and mortar fire from LaTorre add S. Cecilia

drove K Company back again, One platoon of L Company, after a short fire fight

CLHEEL L
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succeeded in seiaing their first objective, the enemy outpost of Fazzonello.

Enother pla_toon moved in the attack toward RP 100 le Mandrie but was halted by
machine gun and |small arms before they had reached half way., They continued to
fight however qnd_sjmeaeded in making their way to withixir twenty feet of the ridge
but w'ere' foreced to withdzfa.w after suffering one entisted man killed and one officer
iand_ane e’_nlistad man wounded, After digging in to h;:ld the ground taken another
platoon was aubjéetac_i to heavy mortar fire ~- the platoon was forced, then, to
withdraw to Fazghello, after suffering four casualties one of which was the pla-
toon leader, Lt, George Wheeler, 'I'he 361 Infantry of the 9lat Diviaion moved out
at 0300 with their objectiye M, ‘Adone. Fierce enemy resistance was encountered
and at 0660 (16 April) they were bogged down in Brento. Thus were the positions
at dmm the 16'l'.h of April These truly were well nigh impregnable positions., The

enamy were concdaled in caves and cleverly camouflaged dugouts and had the advant-

age of looking down on our exposed troops. The 361 Infantry of the 9lst Division
~was having d;._fficu.‘l.ty in capturing Mt, Adone, This left the regiment subject to
fire from that sector and until neutralized would seriously hinder our advance,
Fighter bombers were called for to work over Mt, Adone. In anticipation of their
arrival at 0'715 ‘hours-, we smoked Mt, Adone, Préssum on our troops who were now
about 1000 y_ards short .of this impregnable fortress, would be eased since much of
-the heavy shell fire was coming from that sector. At 0800 word was received that
the 363rd regiment of the 9lst Division was being counterattacked. The enemy it
| now seems were not going to surrende;- tut will put up a determined defenmse. After

the scars from the wounds of the previous night had been treated and the wounded
remowd, the segond and th:l.rd battalions were regrouped for still anbther attempt
to wrest Monterumici from our fanatical enemy, At 1000 hours, therefore, supported

by hsavy machins gun and mortar fira t.he attack was contiuued Company K using

-9-
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three rifle platoons moved slowly towards Di Sotto and La Torre. No resistance

was encountered and the two villages wers reached without mishap., Houses were

cleared and a security squad remained while the remainder of the company continued

on palst Di Sotto to the high ground directly abowve it. By 1100 hours, most of

the company /had m‘ ved through Ie T&rm and Di Sotto and were on their way to Di
Sopra and the cemgtery*, When the three platoons had passed Di Sotto, the enemy
who had only beeﬁ holding their fire, let loose with all their weapons. Machine
guns, machine pistols, riflss, and hand grenades were fired from hi'&den positions
and the three platoons were helpless. There was no cover and with fire coming
from beneath them (Di Sotto), to their left (Di Sopra), and from the ridge directly
above them. No escape was open to them and the men were trapped. The enemy then 7
began dropping in ﬁortars and although heavy casualties were sustained, the brave
men engaged the enemy in & terrifie fire fight that lasted for five hours. The
emsmy succeeded in capturing three of our radios and when flying shrapnel hit the
telephone, the company was without communication. Men attempted to move for cover
to get out'of the line of enemy fire, but they were caught in mine fields strewn
gll over the ared, "I" Company was called to support Company "K" and when tank
fire was ordered on Di Sopra, "I" Company was alerted to move in that direction.

It now ig apparent that the enemy tricked us into believing that Di Sotto was un-

occupied for at 1400 they had come out of their hiding and had occupied the village.

It was li‘rca&x this direction that th‘a‘ enemy directed their heaviest fire. "L" Com-
pany meanwhile attempted*‘ to flank the ememy. from the left, and ai'. 0800 hours, one
platdon managed to reach within a few feet of the ridge, just short of RP 100

(I.g Mendrie), The 'enamy opened fire and & heavy fire fight developed. Two enemy

dug-outs were knocked out on the South of the ridge. The third platoon was pinned

' déwn' and suffeﬂng casualtia's and the second platoon was sent to their aid, to

attempt to ga.in tha crest,only to be driven off by sniper and machine gun fire.

* See oblique irphote of !;Eon‘berumioi 10
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Covering machine gun fire was called for and both platoons withdrew. Casualties
were heavy on both sides. At 2230 hours, the second and third pletoons again
attacked and a few men managed to infiltrate to hill 100 but were forced to move
back'i)y heavy mortar and machine gun fire, The Second Battalion could not advance
in their sector and were forced to return to Fazziano: Stiff enemy resistance en-
countered hy WF Company force_d a withdrawal andl sixteen casualties were suffered.
ol Cempany attempted to advance towards the ridge line North of Fazziano but were
helted by a fi:t‘ty foot cliff around which movement was impossible since machine gun
and mortars were geroed in on all approaches. Casualties in "G" Company were severe -
gsome fourteen bei wounded, including Lt, Duane Cordiner. . At 1800 hours, "K" Com-
pany's position was desperate and the whole company wes completely disorganized, "IN
Company was called to aid Compeny "K" and the First Battalion was committed to help
- the Thii‘d. Accordingly at 1800 hours, under cover of smoke sh;alls, the remaining
men in the company withdrew and were pulled back as far as the river bed. The actual
extent of casualties was not definitely known but twenty men were killed, forty
wounded, and nine were missing, The Company Commander and two officers were wounded,
At 2200 hours, "I" Company moved up toward Di Sopra while "C" Company moved out from
Ia Valle to attack the high ground at Di Sopra and the cemetery to its right. Moving
orut after dark, "C" Company started up towards Di Sopra in the face of heavy machine |
gun and small armg fire from the cemetery. The company then advanced on the high
ground and secured positions in the village of Di Sopra. "B" Company moved to the
vicinity of La Tombe as Bﬁttalion reserve while "A" Company was to approach D1 Sotto
from La Piama, The first }Battalion was to move through "I" Company and press the
attack. The enemy résistance had slowed o-ur‘advance- and forced a change in the plan
of "ouz_' attack, In re:trQSpect‘ it can be seen that the German defense was well planned
| employing the use of the many caves and dug-outs that have honeycombed the hillside.

‘An 'bhéarver. reported that when "K" Company had received no fire from Di Sotto, it
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was. assumed to be unoccupied and passed it right by, Oniy a few men took the trouble

4

to look in any of [the caves and holes and even when they did, it was only & hasty
. Glance, But 3 ,whe they attempted to move up the hill towards the cemetery and the

{ ridge lipe, the exriemyrthen came out of their caves and holes which were dug in .be-

" neath the debris of the blasted and rubble strewn village and let loose with heavy
automatic fire. Mortar fire was directed from the ri&ge lire running No.rth and thué
the h;s.vy casualties, No matter where the men moved, they could find no cover - they
were exposed from the ﬂé.nks. and rear, In this position the two platoons wére cut
off and with no :posaible-escape. Later it was found that "K" Company had suffered
heavily but not as much as originally suspected, two platoons had been surrounded by

. the enemy, a third platoon which had been cut‘off was later found to be in a cave
occupied by the enemy. The "K" Company Commander, Capt, STROUP was wounded. Capt, 7
MACDONALD, Commanding Company "I" was also wounded but refused to be evacuated. Lt.
HUMPHREY, Company "I" was kilied in moving towards D1 Sopra. The end of this day

} marked some of the bitterest and closest fighting ever experienced by this Regiment,

““The 91st Division still hadn't taken Wt, Adone and our positions became increasingly
dangerous. The 36lst Regiment of the 9lst Division had moved to a line ranging from
8531 North and Easf to 8732, The 3/9th had reached a poin‘t on 1line with 'G. Bacchino
and C, Furcoli, moving on their objective toward Di Sopra (835287) and Di Poggiale
(5_325288). The Sixth South Africens have f;i.nallj wrested Mt, Sole from the enemy and
were ready to driw.z forward once more. Our "L" Company was in pogition West of
.Fazzanéllo while "F" Company was between St. I;ucia and C . d1 Mazza, both companies

facing almost due West. Wi -
17 Apr, ¢ Thus began the third day to capture this key to the Po Valley.

Such fanatical resigtance and well preparéd positions all confirm the importance‘ of

: '!this hill feature in the defensas to Bologna. Replacements were speedily rushed to
‘the 'campéniéa and all efforts were exerted to carrying the battle to the enemy. Con-

] "derable fire has been received from Mt, Adone and vicinity and our positions are
. o1
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difficult since the 36lst Ragimen‘b'é objective, Mt, Adone, is atill in enemy hends.

The 349th Begiment moved forward beyond Furcoli and the line in their sector forms
an are from 803273-807277-830287, Great difficulty is experienced in inability to
'em@te cas;:e.ltiss in time., Wany wounded could not be moved until darkness since
the whole Regimental sector was under direct amemy observation. "C" Compeny passed
through "I" Compajy at dawn in the assault on the cemetary to the North of Di Sopra,
In the fierce battle which followed, "C" Company finally succeeded in getting one |
platoon on the objective and consolitated, but the bitterly comtested battle cost
the oompaﬁy ten killed and thirty-one wounded, among whom was the brave Company Com-
mander, Capt. GHARIE& P, LYNCH, JR, Forty~five prisoners were captured and severe
casualties were inflicta,ci onr‘tha enemy (lMany enemy wounded were evacuated through
our medieal aid atal*biéns). At 0800 hours company positions were reported as:
A-848291; B-836287; ¢-836289; E-855295; F-844303; G-843302; I-838293; K-843202;
L-841301.

After digging in to insure our holding this vital high ground, the positions
were subjected to mortar and machine gun fire &1l day. Lt, CHARIES DURNACKER
aésumed eemmandl £ "CY Company and prepared to contine in battalion reserve., "B"
G‘ompany-follmd!in a continﬁ_s.tio-n of the attack after "A" Company had cleaned out
Bt Sotto. V"A',' Company then attacked along the ridge and "B" Company on the trail
to the right past Ia Torre. "S@cilia_was ‘eapbured by "B" Company without any cas-
ualties being suffered and it contimied to Le Mandrie. Opposition was very severe
and .the company was ambughed. Over forty casualties sustained when the enemy
allawéﬁ two platoons to pass through them before they opened fire with five machine
guns., Since it was uneble to take another platoon in for reinforcement, the compeny
w;as ordered to la T.@rre for reorganization, MAY Company meanwhile met little oppos~-
. ﬁ:icmand continued to consolidate gains further up the ridge. By 1830 the Regiment
7 had succeeded in capturing Monterumici but a heavy toll was exacted in the long

battle, At 0300 hours, "L" Company moved out to take hill feature #100, tut fierce
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mAchine gun fire forced them to withdraw three more times. They attempted to capbure

their objective but were forced to pull back because of the mirderous machine gan and

__orbar fire, Casualtlies were quite high, The third platoon could not move and had

to wait for cover of darknéss to withdraw. At 2000 hours the company moved through

L& Piana into Di Sepre (837288), the third battalion going into reserve. The second

: bati;az_ien in the mean time, had been ordered to Seize C.' di Mazza, ihile "F" Company

_ held their positions, "E' and "G" companies passed through them to move North; "E

i

Gaﬁpaqy moving out at 1530 hairs in the attack on C. di Mazza, made very slow progress
due to fhe very diffieult terrain. When it' became cbvions that the objective could
not be reachéd bef Vre. daylight, it.. was decided to retum to position &t Laglia and
launch an aﬁtﬂcit un er cover of da.rknéss. No suitable cover was availsble and a day-
light attack was sheer suicide, since Mt. Adone had not yet been taken., Two casual-
ties wem-..suffarad-as a result of this action. Then, at 2130 hcurs, with "G" Gonpany
lmncbing"&a attack simltansously on S, Lucia, "E' Company launehed its attack once

more on . d ﬂf_azzé, procesding Northwest from Fazzano, The company moved toward the

"' ridge line but was halted by machine guns set on ledges directly above them, and which

were inaccessible. The enemy were able to drop hand grenades on the company and sev-—

eral men attempted to work themselves up to the ledges by grasping vines and then pull-

| ing themselves over the top. Sixteen men were hurt in this action, but the comoany had

reached to within 306 yards of their objective, In order to traverse this distance,
it was necessary to-move across a heavily mine area. Darkness made furthor movement
impossille, especially through the mine field, so positions were dug and daylight a-
waited, "G Go@ény, mwxﬂrhile,' had advanced over 100 yards in the vicimty of Mt,
Adone (8!.33@2)' with 1light oa‘sualtiea. The whole line now moved determinedly forward
and res:l.stane.‘e.was decreasing. Jerry was resorting ﬁo his old tricks; many of ocur men
"Were fired upon by scldiers coming forward under protection of the white flag. At the

mte af our advance, it appeared that the 350th Regiment might be in a far

more aqtvantaggggé pwiti@n to capture Mt, Adone, The 36lst Regiment ‘effort on our
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i-ight s:aem-atq -hava.begged down, At 13200 hours, a report stated that the 36151; was

55
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suffering heavy casualties and unable to move on Brento which had to be taken in the
- attack on IMt, Adohs, Although Adone is being su_bjected to heavy fire, strong and
heavily for’biﬁedhpill_ boxes_ are hol@ing up the 36lst advance, In preparation for
‘8 gwift adwvance, ald stations were preparing to move forward. It was noticed that
-enemy &rtillefy was becoming increasingly active, Ou; own artillery was employing
VT fuze on rear slopes of ridges to cut off supplies or reinforcements from being
brought up to these famatical enemy troops,

18 April 1945: The 349th was meeting with determined resistance but have
suceeeded in moving to Le Braine., Total prisoners captured for activity of 15th,
1é6th, anrd 17th more than 100, As the fourth day of this offensive started, "A"
Company advanced swiftly down the ridge t; the Northwest, The remainder of the
battalion followed and contimued in the direction of Sasso Bolognese. "A" Company
in the valley on [the left aslong the 8258 Wesﬁing, and "B" and "C" in the hills on
the right, "B" Company amd the 1st Battalion C.P. moved through the valley roed
ebout 2000 yards South of "A" Company and. "C! Compeny went forward to clean up tﬁe
ridge South of Mt. Merio, The Second Battalion at 0035 hours, was being heavily
mortared and could not moire - casunlties were increasing even though we were firing
all our counter-mortars, 4t 1000 hours, the 36lst Regiment was reported on lit,
~ Adons., With this; the highest peak in the sector captured, the right flank of the
* Second Battalion was secure and it was able to contimue its mové forward. At 0800
hours, "B" Compeny had moved ocut in the attack on C, di Mazza and at 1000 hours,
they were reported in C.’di Mazza and S, Lucia. The eremy had withdrawn and the
bettalion was ordered to attack in platoon column end follow the trail thet lsd
s.'round the Westa..n edge of Mt, Adone, The company. moved to Vale di Fasse and when
it wa.s found un ccupied, it pressed forward to Quercia. Twenty prisoners were cap-

'tured and one pla‘toon wes given the mission of mopping up ssveral small pockets
I -
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that had been by-passed. Six more priscners wers captured and an 88mm gun was
captured at (83631L4)., Contiming to clear the area between Quercia and the

‘river, eight more prisoners were ceptured, By 140 hours, enemy resistance

was broken and the regiment moved forward in a column of companies; one cempany

of the first battglion, repcrted at P 72 (Tassimano) was to move to R 7 (Lama),

along the highway lto FP' 36 and then to FP 65.. The remainder of the battalion
was selected to move from B 59 (Quercia) to ® Ak (Tegginola) along the treil.
The aeeend‘ battalion at this peint was at P 77 (Campione) and was to proceed |
to Aldoni (EP 15) and then to Badola (FP 20) and then to FP 88, The forward
regimental C.P. was moved to Di Sotto and afterwards to Vale di Fasse (RP 26),
By 1600 lwaré, the Qecand battalion had reach the 34th Northing, and were

moving along the 835 Easting to La Pranazza. "E' Company moved forward to

seize Fill wa._(m? 52 at 841341). The route followed a West to Southwest di-

... rection to (838355) and attacked cross-coantry to Tre de Barto (83953380).

After eaptaring this feature, the battalion ("H' Company) estahlished contact
with the 91st Divilsion on the rkght at (842337), No casualties in this action
and no E.Wa'_s.' "Sdcond Battalion C.P. was set up at Badola and in a fire gight

at Prandzza, fifty-five casualties were sustained. "A" Company, in their march

forward, casptured 166 prisoners and occupied seven RP's, While proceeding to-

wards B 42 (8136) the company was fired on by smipers. In leading one
section of the company in.the search of these smipers, First Sergeant Plark
was killed. Them, with the assistance of three tanks, the houses were
cleared and finmal gr;_paratiena were made té attack RP 54 (8137). Althwugh a

’ - 16 -
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bﬁéga' was hlown out by ifle enemy ﬁhe troops prc;ceaded on foot and captured the ob-
Jective and twenty-four prisoners. Three KIA and three WIA were sustained, "B" Com-
pany moved to B 65 on Highway 6428 and captured thirty prisoners, At 1730 the Regi-
mehtézl. .G.P. was at B#dola. Priscners captured to date: 261, The third bettalion
still in regimental reserve, Novement now is rapid and the enemy are retreating
rapidly.l mm was no movement diring the night and compamies dug in and held their
gains. Mach close quarter fighting was the order of this day's advance, Prisoners
were increasing and some of those interrogated claimed that they would have held out
1engar'. but for the fact that air artillery prevented supplies and- ammo from reaching
them., This battle to breach the Bologna defenses has produced some of the fiercest
fighting of this war. The fanatiedl "hold or die" spirit of the enemy resulted in-
inmmersble e;saéilﬁas and our troops contimed te drive relentlessly onward,

19 &51'11 1945: At 0530 "E" and "G" companies were being counterattacked by the
enemy on Hill 491, BAR fire beat off the enemy and with daylight eight enemy dead
were counted, One P.W, was captured, At 0700 battalion positions were reported
.‘ as follows: second battalion at FP 88 (La Piaﬁazza) and 52; third battalion (still
in reserve) at B 2 ‘(Badola). and would follow white; first battalion was attempt-
ing to seize P 76 (Le Recca). While "A" Company moved in direction of Sasso Bo-

. logness, "B" ‘Gompany,’ in battalion reserve, moved from Della Leone to Mol Albano to
mﬁce contact with "A" Company., At 0500 the regiment passedto 91st Division control ’
.while the remainder of the division moved west to the ¥icinmity of Vergato. The |

| second battalion, th "F"_ and "G" compamies leading, contimed forward to seize ¥t _
Mario a.nd the high greand at Villa Qﬁjéto and went into regimental reserve, "F! Com-
pany mt stiff enémy fesistance but after mffé:ing 6131;9' one casualty finished this
day-hy,digg.ng in at C, Muova, ’ Fifteen prisormers were captured, "G" Company was
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ordsred te a%lrear I‘E.].l 62 scuth of Sasso Bologne:e, and in a quick battle eaptured
thirty—threa prisoners after suffering four casualties., "H' Company pursued the

ensmy and attacked toward C, Vota and Hill 419, but not before it had cleared all

the enemy pockets | in the way and capturing eight or more prisoners, The company

2 .wen_t into bgttal:_t n raaem_when, after capturing Mt Ma‘zd_o, "G" and "F' companies
mn#ed throagh it, Fexl' the four days of fighting tms far, the second battalion had
advanced more than 10,000 yards, and captur;d L5 prisoners. The first battalion,
which had-already reached the vicinity of Sasso Bolognese, improved thelr defenses
and availed themselves of mch needed rest. We were iﬁfommd that upon securing
Black Fhase Line, which was the 375 northing, the 362nd Regiment of the 9lst Di-
visien \muld.lpasé threagh us and the rag!.ment' would go into division reserve, At

- this time it is interesting to note that oar efforts to mask the identity of the

division may have had some effect on the enemy, Our G-2 report (30 April 1945)

quotes a German P.We: "German G-2 picture at the beginning of the offensive was not

clear; the presencg of the 88th Division particularly not being known."

20 fpril 1945: This day was spent in much needed rest and rehabilitation.
Biveuaced in vicinity of Sasso Bolognese, Replacements were brought up and supplies
were replenmished, The last four days of battle had greatly worn our men, After the
battle for Monterumici the regiment moved swiftly forward. Forced marches, at times,
being necessary to keep up with the hastily retreating enemy, At 1000 the regiment
was alerted to move to the west at which time it would go back under division con-
trol, Total casualties to date, although incqnplet.e, are more than 220 wounded and
almost 50 killed. ch-batgle camzlties and injuries further rediced cur strehgth
by 102, There were mera than forty men carried "missing in act.ion“ ~ some had been

capt:ared while ethers, it was known, were killed, tut not picked up by our G, R.O.

- 18 -
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21 4pril 1945: At 0800 the regiment was ordered to move to Gesso (792470)
where the regimental C,P, was established at 1600. Tanks and TD's were moved to

8045, Qur left boundary is the division's left, The regiment marched ocut of the
l last gf_ the hills overlooking Bologna_ and the green stretches ef the Po.Valley un=-
rolled before us, The second battalion moved to ¥alcantone, & distance of twelve
miles, The first battalion moved to Gesso after marcl:sing more than fourteen miles,
and after a short rest conﬁﬁed for five more miles and bivouadced.on Highway 9,
Kitchd,'s had been ved.up and the troops enjoyed the luwxury of a hot meal, The
third battalion left the hills behind them and at 1800, after & march of 12 miles,

arrived at Gesso, receiving instmetion to be ready to move, At 2000 the battal-
ion again moved cut, and after marching approximately eight miles, arrived at An-
zola Dell' Emilia, The regimental C.P. moved to 778543 and remained in division
resarve. | | :

22 fpril 1945: The regiment contimed moving north with the enemy in full re-
.treat, Heading north toward the Po River, the regiment was ordered to secure the
line of the Panaro River, Aecordi.x%gly the battalions moved up and regimentsl C.P.
was established in Crevalcore (741742). The first battalion, after their arrival,
were ordgred to move forward in the attack to the north after relieving the 351st
Regi.mant. The secpnd battalion, after & road march of fourteen miles, moved to the
vieinity of Villa Naova. Znemy planes bombed the battalion while on the march, and
twenty-one camaltiesvere suffered, The tlﬁ.rd.battalion, in moving north, marched

approximately six wiles to Scucla and after a shert rest, contimied for fifteen

more miles to San Bernardino nesr Crevalcore. " The 350th wlll take over from the

351st at 0500, 23 April.
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‘23 #pril 19453 M. 0130 eur reg_mental C.P, was set up at 737815, and after
? relieving the 351st in the vicinity of Campo Santo, the regiment moved forward en-

. -ountering only scattered enemy resistance, the rirst bacvallon was on the right
of the regimental sector, while the third battalion secured the left flank. The
second battalion followed the third with an inteﬁﬂ of aboat 1,000 yerds., The first
batta:l.ion, in the early morning hours, moved forward wifh a platoon of tanks at- |
tached to "C* Company. Slight resistance was encountered and the battalion moved
swiftly S.head. A" Company eaptured ninety prisoners and an enemy motor pocl with
. 100 vehicles, "B" Company :'mached Phase Line Bétty by 1900, and with one platoon
walking and two riding on tenks, Objective 32 wag overmn and 200 prisonérs captured.
"C" Company was split up; part moving as @ task force led by tanks; the other going
on mepping up opergtions, llany priscners were captured ut no casualties were
| suffered. The third battalion marched to Villa Poma and moved out in attack, led
by tarks, Some stiff enemy resistance was encountered and sevei'al camalties sug-
ta;’_med. Captain Ashton, 8-3 of the ﬂﬁrd battalion was killed, Planes strafed cur
"“troops and in their hasty retreat, the ememy were Setting fire to arms and houses.
After moving apperximately sixteen miles the battalion arrived at Quatirocase; 300
prisoners were captured, the C.P, was moved to San Felice (742873) and the regiment
drove spee&:l.ly tmrdé the Po River, The second battalion, moving on the heels of
the swiftly moving troops, met scattered resistance of bypassed enemy pockets, Few
casualties were suffered but more than 1500 prisoners were captured, After passing
through the third battalion the second battalion was motoried with ténks and
tank destroyers, |As the tt-eepa moved forward, soldiers picked up b;!:cynles, horses
and eneny vehicles, The roads were strewn with abandoned snemy transportation be-

cause of shortage of gasoline. A motly groaup our scldiers were as they appreached
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| the Po River, some on tanka, s ome r beautiful chestnut horses, others driv- -
e ing'lun:’zu'ious passenger cars or trta:clcs. Fifteen miles south of the Po the Regi-
mentsal Commander equisj.tiened from the Italian civilians what bicyélea were left
i for use of the Battalion and to speed the hurried pursuit of the now disorg-
| anized emsmy. Duﬂ to lack of gasoline, the enemy were using horses, mules, oxe-n,i.
ete., t.féken from the civilians to draw their guns, tanks and even vehicles. In
-the tmm of San Felice the enemy were so surprised by owr advancing troops that
a whole trainload of supplies 'conté.ining food, cigarettes and cheese were left at
the railroad station. As a last resort, the Germans had even tried filling with
dirt, the space between the railroad ties so that animals could pull the train.
This work was partly complete and then only for a short distance when we arrived
in this town. The population was jubilant and overwhelmed by our arrival. Men
women and children lined the streets of the town throwing flowers, offering wine,

and wishi@g us God speed. When the soldiers were able to linger in a town for a

short time, the epthusiasm of the population was unbounded. Partisans had shown
up, sometimes in great numbers, and as they roamed the fields armed with a varied
assartment of weaponms, their spirit and willingness was instantiy apparent, They

were doing good wark in rounding up bypassed enemy and guarding prisoners.

‘24 April

So speedy was our advance and So numerocus the prisoners that it was im-
possible to keep accurate count. Many times after the capture of large groups of
enemy, they were turned :rer to the battalions or regiment following in order to
save placing guarels"en‘ them, A not uncommon sight was to see a solitary American
saldier mounted on é. beautiful horse either leadﬁ;g or following a double coluz_m

) ef:tup or three ed enemy priscners. Our faward units advanced so rapidly
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that rear groups following them were subjected to sniper and small arms fire.
Even after two or three days, enemy soldiers still roamed the fields, same in
smali‘ bands awaiting capture either by partisans or our rear echelon troops.
'1‘_he. reg:ih:ent bad moved to the Po River and was ordered by Division to make a
crossing and secure a. bridgehead. Major Cussans and a task force of 30 men made
the first crossing of the river at i200 hours, using a varied assortmehb of ag=-

sault beats and wivilian rowboats. Owr CP was set up at Gorgadelli and the lst

end 3rd battalions moved up to the Po, lst on the right with its battalion CP
at Pieve di Coriano. JIess and less of our soldl:iers were walking. A1l means of
transportation mre;ui‘;jlized from dog carts to German half-tracks, The 2nd Bat-
.talioh moved to C. Fieniti where it waited to cross the Po River. The 3rd Bat-
talian reached Ie Teste and awaited orders to cross the Po. By 1400 the task
force had campleted their c:foss_ing + The danger of air attack increased and all
units were ordered to mount .50 caliber machine guns for anti-aircraft. Major
Guséans reported & shart but stiff fire fight and initial enemy resis‘bé.nce on
the north bank of the Po was overcome. At 1945 the 2nd Battalion moved omt. and
and by using "Ducks® and WAlligators" crossed the river meeting no enemy resist-
ance. At the same time, the 3rd Battalion made their crossing also on "Ducksn

"a'ndﬂklliga.tors" 1d proceeded north about 7 miles to Serrarabbe. No enemy oppo-
sition was encountered. The 1st Battalion crossed the Po late in the evc.;ming,
nCH Company moving to A. f’ieve di Ceriano, "A"™ Company moved to Erline while.
HRY Company marched to Iibiola. Priscners were being brought in by hundreds.
25 April

| Regimental CP was esta,blished at 704127 and the troops were in position

e to _eontinue their pursuit of the fast—i‘lee:mg enemy. The lst Battalion moved out
-R2=
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- '-b'}m%aiigh very low and swampy field erisserossed with irrigation ditches and canals
and, finally a'.rr:l..ved-in the viecinity of San Ferraro. The 2nd Battelion with orders
to proceed toéRP 85 and 30, moved out at 0700 and by footmarch, jeeps, bicycles
and captured eremy vehicles moved thirty miles to the outskirts of Verona. Re-
rsist.ance was light and scattered and 135 prisoners were captured. " The 3rd Bat-
talion left Serrarabbe and marched aleng Higlway 12 for 37 miles stopping at the
au-'bsldi"t.s of Verona in vicinity of Ca, di D_avid. No casualties were sustained
and the troops were trying to obtain a little rest from the weary marching of
~the past erm' dsys. At 1400 the CP moved to Nogara (693253) . At 2030, bicycles
~ were obtained for part of-the 2nd B-attalion to make our advance more rapid. HAM
Comparny moved t Ralden where the partisans turﬁed over 116 prisoners, WE" Comp-r
any mounting ta . s and TD's preceded the 2nd Battalion by about 5 miles and met
scattored resistance. One hundred l:cr:isonérs were taken among them a German Col-~
.onel and a Captain. .
26 April

The Regimental CP was set up at 636397 and the battalions again contin-
ued their relentless drive forward. At 0800 Iy Company of the 3rd Battalion,
reported being strafed by our own planes. Scome casualties were suffered, The
" 1st Baﬁtalian moved north on Highway 12 to verona and after remaining a wh ile
in Raldon, it moved across the Adige river to San Martino. This crossing was a
‘tedious one and the only means of crossing was by an old Ttalian Scow. The 2nd
Battalion, after arossmg the Adige, proceeded east almost 14000 yards to Musella,
The 3rd Battali met very little opposition and crossed the river on the same

' Italia.n scow. It reached san Martino and engaged in a fire fight with the enenmy

but. captured the abjectiva which was the highway north of San Martino. Their
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. Their casualties were 1 KIA and 1 WIA., Numerous prisoners were captured during

this: action. Partisans were very active in this area. The Regimental CP was
moveéi to Musella 729530, -
27 April

' Oppositien remained scatiered and light while the regiment mowved fast
on Highway 11 to Vicemma. The lst Battalion met moderate fire fram machine éuns,
mortars ahd some artillery. At 1345 the lst Battalion reported it had passed the
Rabbit phase line and at 1500 the Regimental CP moved to VillaNova (864495). The
2nd Bat£a1ion meamwhile moved east almost 22 miles to 84054985, encountering only
scattered enemy resistance. The 3rd Battalion followed the lst and marched 10
miles along highway 11 to Perarota. A heavy rain impeded movement and visibility.
At 2130 the 1st Battalion was held up and a short fire fight with the enemy fol-
lowed. Tanks came to assist and in a shart while the troops were moving again.
The battalion Was organized into a task force under cammend of Col. J, C. Fry
using the 752 Tank Battalion and the 805 Tank Destroyers., This force moved all
n:lgh{ on the road to Vincenza firing at all targets of opportunity. Many Germans
were forced to surrender after being flushed out by our intense fire. Machine

guns and snipers fired at the roving farce and the enemy added bazookas too. At

2300 the task force was 12 kilometeres from its objective and proceeding well ac-

cording to schedule, Advance was resumed at 0530. We were moving so fast that
enemy unite were able to surprise our long and unprotected columns. These units
moved cautiously and wonld lie in wait at covered positions and allew us to pass
through., Then & sudden fierce attack would cut a column in two.

. The Regimental was now at Olmo O45625. At (300 reparts were received

" that the task farce was delayed but wouﬁp accamplish its mission by daylight.

B e TR, T
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- The 3deattalien was assigned the mission of clearing the town. Snipers were
e mﬁﬂy inevidence. The partisans had cantrol of most of the town and there was
mich be@g. ringing amxd cheering ®&s the troops moved through. The battalion set up
‘positions ﬁé?th of the town and at 1900 hours mdved out as a t.ésk farce along High-
.-wa.y 53, ‘:t.h_e 2nd Battalion, motorized as well, had also jeined in the mowve on
Vieen;a._) .'L‘he; 1st pattalien engaged in clearing the scattered resistance in the town
and 'ivas able to give the soldiers same rest from their tiring ordeal of this offen-

sivé:ﬁ. | By 1600 we|bhad ocoupied Vicenza and the Regimental CP was set up at 0864,

k‘h cﬁmsk ‘the_ 3rd ‘d'part. of the lst Battalions moved out on Higlway 53 east to
Sah ;i?:iz'hro in Gu. Snipers and machine guns were énc ountered en route arnd the 3rd
Batf,:a‘alian received SP fire but comtinued to the Brenta river. The whole battalion
was swprised by a fierce attack from the right (29 April). The lst Battalion
after arriving in S. Pietro in Gu set up defenses. The 2nd Battalion striking
towards S, Pietrola.nd Nautorto was split when an ememy column attacked the forward
| elsments at Nautorto. After a fierce fight of over an hour the emenmy were routed
‘and .125 prisoners taken. ILt. Powers of WE" Company was wounded. While attempting
. ; f‘%‘.éma.léa contact with the separated forward units, the rear of the column was at-
“ _tacked by & company of German paratroopers. After deploying and seti_'.ing up hasty
'pésiti@ns, a two howr fight fe_:l_'lowed and the fanatical German attack was beaten off

with 80 Germans estimated killed or wounded and captured. Machine gun and anti-

tank: gun fire from hasty Eosit.ians eont:_:'ibut.ad greatly to the beating off of this

; ezia}ﬁy _attack but onl_y a.ft_ar Tt. Brand of "F" Company was wounded and Lt. Drogowski,

, Fumich and Bricksen and six enlisted men were taken prisoners. At 1730 the regi-
meﬁ‘b— was alerted to meve and 'capture a river crossing site near the town of Citadela .

_25—
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277h. Partisans were of great assistance in reporting whereabouts of Germen sold-

- ders' and positiont . Two andred Germans were reported south of Sierra 1368 and an
SP guh morth of Sierra at 1730.
20 il | ; _

- mr CP was at .S. Pietro 'vicinity of 185719. Instructions were received
that we were not to cross the Bremte River. Our mission was to secure a bridge on
both ;sides if intact and to await orders from Division before making any crossing.
A German pocket was reported at 1872 (S. Pietro). The 2nd Battalion now back at
S. ﬁi&tro set up outposts around the tovm. Early in the morning, a farce of Ger-
‘mans with a tank and:scme captured American vehicles swept through the towm. Capt.
Scott of npM Cmnpgnjr was killed in this encounter and casuvalties sustained in the .
Anth Tank: p]at;éém of 1lst Ba‘l';talion.‘ ’fhe 3rd Battalion became engaged in a fierce
fight with enemy riflemen and bazooka men. By 0930 our troobs had gained control
of the situation and with the use of heavy weapons were able to knock out the last
) of the enemy defenses. Here the bait.alion remained and the 9lst Division passed
through them to take up the attack. Rest seemed to be most desired after the events
of these last few days. Tt was reported that groups of enemy who had infiltrated
_ through our artil,lery positiéns were engaged with small arms by pers onnel of nAM
“npw , and "C" Batteries of the 338 Field Arf.illery. Fifty caliber machine guns
were then brought to bear on the Germans and & were left dead, 6 wounded and 38
captured. At 1800 hours the 350th was relieved by the 36.2 regiment of the 9lst
Divis ie,n.. Our direction ;ra;s then ché.ngéd to almost due north and our mission was

to protect the 8¢ ‘Division left boundary from Vicenza to Bassano. This day finds

_ us with a view of the Alps_. and more mountains. Although cur direction up until the

=26=
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~crossing of the Adige River was almost dve north, the change to the east towards

. Venice was a welcome note. Now with another impending change of direction we would

_ find ourselves again in the precipitous Dolomite peaks of the Alps. In moving to

S. Pietro in Gu, our spearhead and those of the 5th Army sliced through the enemy
held ground, Ger units became disorganized and were broken up into roving bands
that attacked separate groups of both American soldiers and Ttalisn civilians, 'Vil-

lages were robbed, houses were ransacked and harrors perpetrated. The day of their

: delivery had come yet they continued to inflict untold tortures on the civilian

population. Partisans were not easy on the German troops. Tt was well known that
100 Germans would surfender to 5 American soldiers but would fight fanatically

against overwhelming partisan odds. And so it seems, a8 this month was drawingrto
a close, that we would have dmsiderabla to do in clearing out -these isolated pock-

ets of Germans. Many had even changed 1o civ:llian clothing,

| 30 April .

Ayt

In our new status the regiment movgd to Marostica. The lst Battalion
relieved the 2nd Battalion of the 351lst Infantry. The 2nd Battalion moved to

Dueville where outposts and road blocks were established . More prisoners were cap-

- tured. In this operatiom, the 2nd Battalion accounted for 4500 enemy killed, wound-

ed and captured. Casualties sustained by the 2nd Battalion were 10 KIA, 15 MIA,

-122 WIA and 55 non-battle casualties. The 3rd Battalion was set ﬁp near Sandrigo

in defensive positions. Road blocks were established and patrols sent out to con-
tact the 1lst and 2nd Battalions. Our orders were to keep one battalion in alert
status in vicinity of Marostica for prompt movement to Bassano or as guvard for Pl

enclosures,

‘This month was indeed an eventful one. We had broken out of the mountains
| . =27-
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aamp of Bologna and fought Iuriusly into the fwﬁed Po Valley. In the amazing
time of 15 days we had crossed the entire breadth of the rich Po Valley completely
and dééisively routing the German divisions opposing us. A credit to the will and
determination of the brave American Soldier. We now stood at the foothills of the
mighty sm;-cmred Alps on é land that had never seen a foreign soldier move the
canplete length of the Ttalian Peninsula. The hour of the enemy surrender was near
at hand. It was not possible, with the great losses of manpower and equipment, that

they could put up pny further deferse. When the inportant battles of history are

eompmd, the battle of Italy, especially the Po Valley offensive, will surely rate

WWL"‘“’\

mentien with the mest. impor:bsaat.

&o M. COCHRAN
COLONEL, Infantry
Command ing
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TCRTAAT NARRATIVE % MAY 1045
_mﬁé-_‘ﬁpaaiﬁ of aﬁ‘vms af the ':ilany speérhead colums was so rapid thet nu-

merous pockets of enemy were left isolated -. same in small groups others of
larger 8§68 . most heavily armed but seemingly leaderless and roaming the

: c@_ﬁuaﬁmﬁ&# p sging and looting towns and villages, Whenever reistance by
ans was met, they fought until they could hold out no longer,
: -;pasafed g‘:dups were brought in by the Italian partisans but
‘ 4 to be routed out by large well planned and organized patrols, -
Tt was on this mission, the clearing of numerous small but dangerous peckets
of resistance, that the 350th wes assigned on 1 May, This ;t.ook them from their
. h up $o this time was almost due east and on the Toad to Venezia

a;;-‘t'g a northerly direction, PFrom the CP at Sandrigo the regiment

am to clear the area of enemy, The 1st Battalion with its Cp

sed, &1l battalions semt out patrols in attempts to clear the area of

. &l enemy, The assistance of partissns was invalusble, both in helping rout
. out the emémy and supplying importent information on their location and armaments,

- -
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— -



. on owr ﬁ&mym In the

- L - OFCLASSIFED |

Wi Au‘ﬁmlf NM)7350p7
By M) R Da’aew

nﬁ enabled them to trap countless German scldiers and Fas-

am_ In s ‘- _eases popular tribunals were held and senmtences executed on
: _ : prmﬁwa were turned over to the Americans after the partisans
b had &aaagg, wﬁuﬁam miﬁaﬁvielaﬁed the rules of war, Many Germans were

] m’ses'dreas’ed as civilians and all the means they could

;&1; Serivce Company and kitchen areas that were almost
1iles behind the fromt lines, Now With the combat team al-

gﬁag remained for the wnits still resisting was complete surrender,

: mﬂ' were hesrd and passed — as a matter of fact in Verona on
g Apr‘urth“ civilien  poprdation actuelly celebrated the end of the Ttalian war,

wm ‘heard ringing continuously all day and cannon and other arms

‘were fired in celsbration of the end of this most difficult compaign, All this

g}_ggﬁpa‘&im m abure, however, when it was found out that the enemy were

still xeamw:mrmly and, although not so well orgsnised, inflicting casualties

ége of San Bonifacio, the civilians reported the end

8dy) ahd bells in Verona and surrounding villages were being
811y, mmwmtg proved that the pecple were not ofivebrating jrp

; Was on 29 fpril, s Sunday, thst German emissaries had arrived

-2 -
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 '»5 Pal‘aea 53& G‘asert‘.a to sign the terms of the surrender of the German

arces in Austria under their control, A few days later thst the American Troops

: %g@}_é officially notified of the cessation of hostilities and the surrender of

4he German troops in Ttely. The mrospect of again fighting in the mountains
of Ttaly loomed ba?‘ﬁeréi- us as this month opened, The conquering of the i_‘amed

- v gk
. and slmost impregmable Italisn Alps seemed to be the task selected for this

'fe@u‘émt as th imth- ‘of May openéd, and the regiment was cradled in the foot-
hills of the Alps and the forbidding heights loomed ominously, Although it
seetﬁé’@ hha‘b t.heir cause was lost and further resistance useless, the enemy cone

frantically at times, half-heartedly st others. With their

1%41@3'& gone (Bitler was reported ld.lled April 30 and Mussolini was reported
tried and aeeu'bed on &pril 29), it was reasonsble to expect complete capitula-
tion, Surrender was hopefully expected hourly, but still the enemy hung on

doggeﬂ,y. What impelled them to resist so fanatically is a matter for future

. speculation -~ one thing is certaing on capture, ther surely appeared bechen

Aﬁn&._a;ﬁri‘bleaa {all except the so called SS troops, who are proud and belligerent
upon éapt.m;-e) . Their uniforms werk of varied and motley 'makeup. Hony of their

outfits even mafie from shelter halves, some without shoes = many i1l fed ==

and obhers were bitter about being deserted by tre$r officers, Al in all, the

‘month of April was suctessful beyond all expectations, Our veunted spring of.

f ensive had broken all the Germsn resistance and spirit in this theatre and

whetever defenses they had hastily contrived to construct, From the capture of

the key of the Bologna defenaes , the almost unconquerable Monterwnici, the

spectacular and relentless advance throughto the Po and across the fdige to the so

called Venetian defenses on the north side of the Adige River, On the thresh-

hold of another month of war, hope for a-speedy victory was expressed in this,
; e
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e Bloodiest

2 ¥ay. The regiment was planning to move out of Marostica with the object Inns-
bruck, Austria, One battalion was 10 remain behind to screen the area from Morostica
south to Vicenza. Three Officers and thirty-three enlisted men who had been
prisoners of war for several days were released by the Germans, Unatle to
—take'theise ﬁen with them, the Germans released them {Jnhamed. AL 0539 the
Regiment left Morastica with its possible objective to tie witﬁ the 7th Army

wh;leh is driving south into Austris, Our route is along Highway 10 towards

. Trento, . The regiment was still in division Teserve, Aﬁ 1945 hours the convoy
stopped at San Marino and were informed by the jubilent civilian populstion that
the ené of the war in Ttaly had been officislly announced by radio, Still un-
believing we sl hastened to our radios and at 2000 hours we had heard the joyful
news ourselvés, The convoy started again and moved to Arsie, The first battalion
was bivouagced at Mellame (See Map), the second at Primslano ,v while the third |

~ occupied buildings in the town of Arsie.

2, 3, & May. The regiment thus disposed was awaiting further orders in view of
the announcam@t. of cessation of hostilities, No official snnouncement had reached
us and the regiment remained in divisien reserve, Screening duties were the first
order and the regiment was given the task of clearing the enemy still remeining in
*the hills and disarming the harmful elements of pertissns, ete, The division wes
on the left flank of II Corps, Our right boundary was tied with the 85th Division
while the IV Corps was on our left, At » meetin~ of battelion commenders on 3 May,

Colonel Cochran outlined ‘F-he instructions for the regiment in its new situétion.

The combat tesm would be Irepered to move on order to continue their task of elear-
ing defiged areas of the enemy, The division order in this regard was to "?repare

i
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_ g@myﬁ% mggtimg_m directive #45 except th~t artillery is demotorized.”
The figﬁmg, E‘éwéver, had not been finished since there seemed to be considershle

‘resistance encountered by the 349th regiment, althouzh no large scale encounters,

in "‘bhe vicinityl of the 35 northing and 32 easting., At0800 the 349th was reported

> a, and continued to move forward in an atiempt to contact t.he
7th AI‘W uni‘bs mﬁng south from Aust.ria. Flans were under way to move the entire
combat t-eam. to an area n-ear Bolzano, there to take up the screening of Germen pri-
soners of war, The 3L9th is still at Sen Martino (305#35); while the 351 is at
 (019208).  The 350th regiment is still in ivision reserve and therefore i =
SoSAELAE $5 PaEELES 100 Faaaiiiy Shals HeresRteL; & 1Aght trainine schedule
was instituted to keep the men in trim and personnel were ahle to take showers,
Legion reported a&m’e 3000 enemy soldiers at Pardozzo (1580) who had intentions

of resisting, The 85th Division, at this time was reported at 7590, At 2200 hours

on 4 M2y, the third battalion wps 2lerted to be ready to move out on half hour's

‘notice, At Levico, apmroximately 40 miles from Arsie, reports were received that

small groups of [
mountains looting and threatening the population. The third bettalion, therefore,

erman soldiers detached from their units were roaming through the

was tq ‘be ca}.].ed en for the move to Levico to protec;. the area from looters and these
.small :.c'oi-ri:-mg groups, Gredence was lent to the persistent rumors that the regiment
’ m:.ght move into the mmtaj.ns in pursuit of the enemy, when blankets were iasued to
the regiment, Shoe pacs were reqﬁisit.ioned- and issue of w:intér clothing wns con-
teuple.ted,' ﬁ»ll of which ?oints to our movement in the nesr future to the North =rd
to colder climate or even Kigher altitude. | ..
On 5 May advance quartering parties left Arsie to make reco:ma,issa,née of their
respective aress in preperation for moving of the cambet team, Much publicity hed
béen.givm to the War Department's plan for the discherge end redeployment of men

© from this thestre. The regiment received a quota of 6 officers and 52 enlisted
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men t.o be t.ransferred and returned to the United States. It is not known if these
man and 'g'i‘fige‘rs will be d;i-schargéd or whether they will receive a furlough at home
and 'bhm redesimted for another theatre. Much speculation is being displaved

by all officers snd men as to the point. values for the scores which will decide s
. mants discharge or transfer to encther theatre., Amidst all this it was reported timt
the First Paratroop Pivision had surrendered, This was the unit that had refused

to accept the render terms which were signed on 290 April, At 1700 hours Genersl
Kendsll viai.t;ed the Command Post and asked Golohel Cochran to assemble his staff
ou'l;,sid:e.‘ Then after a_briéf introduct.ioﬁ, revealed the reason fcrl his visit, The
infarmal ceremony eﬁded a]host. g8 cquickly as it had begun when General Kendall
pinned the insignis of full colonel on Colenel Cochran's collar, Thuswas rewarded
the fine wrk of Galonel Gochren in lesding the 350th Infentry Regiment in the
Abreaﬁh-'ba}dng drive through the Po Valley and ending in the final and complete
) _.ee:u.apse of the enemy. Further preparstions are wnder way for movement of the combet
team to police ancl' clear the areas to the narth, At this point it seems thet our
sectar will extend from the 30 Northing to the 85 Northing, Other indientions

seemed %ra point to our leaving fo:; Austria to be occupationsl forces, but this

could not be definitely confirmed, Our instructions were finally received and our
_sector had been| decided, Our left boundery, which wrs effedtive on Gorp order,
started st Maro 7273 to A 965125 to a point on the gdige River (909530) then along
the river to (945460) thence to the highway 38 to Meranto snd 2 noint on the sustrisn
border (750755). MAlong Highway 12 from Ora to Bolzano ( see ovezl'lay) ~ the J,O'!;h
Mountain has the mission of elearing ot Merano, Our right boundary is tied wibh
the 85th Bivision (See overlay) and runs approximttely slong the Lhth Eest:n_ng to fhe
. gustrian border, Our Northen boundary is the 83rd Northing. OCur instruction on the
handling of Prismers of Wa,r were clear in the fact thot none tut unconditionsl

surrender is to be accepted. In the case of surrender of large units, u-1 was to

be a;iviaed and contacted fa instruction., Our task seemed to corral all these

Lol b



| Aoty MMD 73SOPP
| By W) HeRa Daie o8y

ﬁé@aratadfrm their units and assemble them befare evacustion. Further instructions
were contained in our sdministrative order #1 (ottached) of 5 May, outlining trestment
and-handling of all prisoners oi‘.war. cur mein effort will be directed towards
assembly and disarmamen't of 211 enemy elements within our zone, In accordance #rith
ﬁi‘rective #12 of Fifth Army, arms sre to be retained bly terman prismers ond of ficers
58 outlineﬁ. small groups were nat to be disarmed uﬁt:ll protection from the partisan
groups could be assured, The n}echan:lcs of assembling vms to be done i_n such manner
as to fagilitate supply and disarming, lo further evecurtion of enemy troops to
resr areas was to be undertaken until further notice, The security of the enemy
elements was to aim at the control of major units rather then individuals, At a
meeting st the vommand Post at 1600 hours, finel arders were given on the movement,
the first bettslion was to move to a point near Bolzano, the second to the vicinity
of Cavalese and ﬁhe third to Predazzo. O;C.her units of the col;ﬂaat team had zone;'s to
‘clear and control (see overlay)‘. The order of march was set for the third battalion
to move out gt 0230 hours; the second at 1200 hours and the Rirst at 1400 hours,
fur routg would take us through irento along Highwar 12 and then east to Highway
1;3; Upon arrivel, a peculisr situation revealed itself, Germa;x soldiers roaming the
towns armed, much to the surprise of the civilian population which was obviously
- pro-&'erman,‘ even openly fraternizing with American soldiers, - The situation was
 corrected within a few days, however, and a Special Police force w as farmed to pa-
trdl the immediate areas and a roving patral to curb partissn activity which wes still
very marked, Disarming of ‘the partisans wae; another of our duties, anclr in olrder
to protect both the civﬂilan'popnlatj?on and the prisoners, it w:-.as found necessary -
to impose a curféw in the towns under ow Jurisdiction, American soldiers were ox"-
* dered iq carry their weapons and fo be always on the alert, A1l indicztions point
. toﬂur staying in this sector for two or tlree weeks, since it is calculested thet
there are from 60 to 100 thousand Germon troops in this sector, Our ares was rather

- Large and it was necessai‘y far platoons of rifle compenies to be separated in towns
P A EA 10 miles anarh. Commnicetion became rather difficult snd. on one oceasion.
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& m@;e,,c‘@m'ﬂy was snowbound., Our zone was divided intv three sectors, esch rrea

heving its sepé,rate special force and roving patrol, Battalions mrintained regular
patrols through the hills and each day found amall groups of enemy suwrrendering,

The remainder of the month was taken up therefore with assenbling snd evacuating
all Germsn personnel, both male and femele, as well as Italisn Fascist and Germn
Gestapo agents., | It was interesting to note that when we toock over our duties, there
was ra marked frigidity on the part of the civilisn population. The resson, possibly,
nught be traced to the long cccupatim of the German trocps. Since this was a rear
area, only rear eehelon troops were bivouaced in the towns and camps spread tirough
the mountainside, These troops, according to the civilians, were camperatively kind,
It was only when (perhaps in accordance with orders) countless combat troops, espec-
ially the S8 t-!‘oqﬁs and other belligerent groups assembled in these mounteins that
a,t.roeitiﬁs and reprisals were evident and common, The people were told to expect
ganat.ers and murderers and the 1like and when we turned out to be kind, too !dnd in
fact, they were anﬁaed. They were astounded 2t the sight of two American soldiers
and two German soldiers walking side by side doing guard duty, It was nob until we
has assembl ed German units in large enongh groups for evecustion thnt we were oble
to remedy this incongruous situstion. On a few occasions, American sold.iérs 'were‘
guilty of outright fraternization with German soldiers who were technically their

| priscmers. 7

liay 11th == Todsy marked the anmiversary of the gigantic offensive on Rome.

It seems fitting that the regiment, on this.day, should be engsged in Tounding up
the remnants of a defeated German aI‘!I(?’I, perhaps even some of the very same troops
t'hs’rt. we fought' aga:ilust in our drive on the Holy City, Activities of the combst

team in the handlinrg and progéssing of the meny prisoners are set forth in grester

" deteil in the battslion histories which follow immedistely,

-

s
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bn 12 May, |the i_‘j;rst. group of prisoners were ready for evacuation to reer
areas. This we. part of the Speer regiment, The procedure wes to allow the Germns
to *.:.ak‘e 21l their equipment and vehicles to a designated point where they will be
takén over by other command groups,

On the 13th of Mey, epproximately 3000 SS troops were evacuated in addition to
many officers and enlisted men of German Marines, The towns were slowly but surely
being cleared of enemy personnel and considerable reélief is obvious on the part |
of many of the population ~ - this gnoup included those who were definitely anti-
German, | |

On the L4th, 2 change was made in positiong of the comnanies of the second
battalion, "G Gomaﬁy moved to Gargazzone, "H" Compah;.r to Ter];ano, "E' Comnsny to
Cgvalese and He =ciégt;ari'.era to 3, Maurizio, Here the battaj_im continued in its task
of processing the aarrénderiﬁg_&erman persoﬁnel. On this day the regimental bound-

aries were changed and our zone now is azlmost twice as large, and, even though it

'is being patrolled by the whole combat team, in addition to the 752 Tank Destrovers

and the 804 Tank battalion, it is almost an impossibility to completely and thor=

oughly clear and police the area, Light training schedules were institubed and

Division informed us of Day Leave pass quotas to Venice and leave passes to (essi,

Officers lef'b for Stressa on beautiful Leake Maggiore on five day lesve posses,

Up to May 18th, the combat team hod tebulated 57,774 German prisoners, How-
ever, onl;r 7528 of these had been ‘evacuarb.ed. All efforts were being exerted to ret
thé Ga_rmam prisane:'s out of sight, Non-fraternization with any of the rema.inﬂng
elerents was being stressed, Astounding amunts of German weapons pnd vehicles were
turmed in. Mor téian 1700 trucks in serviceable condition, 800 passenger crrs and.
more than 330 motoreycles, in addition to many wnservicesble vehicles,

"'The Germans seem to have been well stocked for a lon~ stay in these mountains,

Warehouses ovarﬂowing with all mamer of ¢l othing, equipment and rations were

scat.t.ered 2ll over the area, There was considerable equipment snd machinery that had
?‘Am rgquisi‘blonad from t

he Ttalian civilians in this vicinity and we were
-q_ﬁ- s
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at&emting ’c.o return it to the r:.ghbﬁal owners,

Oon the 20th of May more than 20,000 prisoners were evacuated and meny more
wére atpected to go shortly. We solved the problem of assembllng the prisoners
f Gr“évacuation to tl;ze rear., All thet was now required wes the place ond order to
move them, We hé.d_, yet, more then 25,000 vermens of all groups, in addition to
almst. wnbelievable anbunts of equipment, arms, ammmnition, gasoline apd ratidzs.
Animals and forage amd feed arle pauring in, Each day new warehouses a2nd dums are
bein% found, These razze well disguised and hidden in the recesses of the mountsins
or inl the many woods thet cover their slopes, ‘

VOn ¥ay 19th, in an attempt to compiete the roundup of alll the ene‘my in omr
area, a sound power truck was used to announce to the civilian populstion that
severe pena;ties muld be. imposed upon them if they were found guilty of harbaring
German or Fascist sdldiers or agents or efen of withholding any informntion as
their whéreabouts. ﬁesu_l‘ts were immedirtely forthcoming, As o matter of fact
there were many Germans -and Fascists who surrendered themselves s Voluntarily, to

| our Provost Marshall who had taken over _ﬁhe policing and rounding up of sny and all
-suspected agents.

In the rmmding up of 211 this Germsn personnel, it wes apperent thot marny
high ranking personages would be caught in the net., The battalion historie.s. out
Jline in g‘eatgri detail their activities in this regard, On 22 May, however, an
Ttalian S8 Major was killed but one of owr enlisted men wes hurt, during the attempt
to copture this chief of the Italian SS. Wnjor Koreta, who wes responsible far much
of the torture imposed. &n the helpless populatim, wes surprised in bed with e girl,

and tried to shoot himself as one of our ¢IC men and the enlisted man burst irto his

" room. After shooting the girl with him three times, Koreta fired on the enlisted

man, -;th was nit in the stomach, but mrintained enouvgh presence of mind to emty
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2 whole c:r.ip from his tomsy gun killing the Major instantly, His two dqx_;:hterw
were taken into custody,

An American -peraﬁr-oop Mp jor who was drovped in this sren to orgsmize ~nd nid
the ‘partisens is still in Siusi ard runm.ng around cnusmg trouble, It scems
he swoops into the tmm, in typical Americen cowboy ms"\ion, picks up some ci~
vilians and tskes them into the hills, A few days later he wes persusded to fare~
go his irritating habits,

The area occupied by our first batlelion, it now is spperent was an assemblj
poi.n"o far Gesta:o and other ﬁrc-naai aﬁd pro-fascist elements who were in fesr of
being captured punished for their misdeeds.

The wife and daughter of the notorious Himmler were coptured, at this tire,
The caretaker, who, ‘they were sure, would have valuable informetion on the wher e»-
abouts of his mester, mansged to escape, .

By the 24th of lay, more than 40,000 Germen priscners had been evacusted, but

more than 20,000 remianed, On 23 of Moy more than 12,000 were moved, The nro-
cess of assembling them and evacusting them is a leborious one, However, most of the.
areas are clesred of enemy soldiers except for special troops, such ss Engineers,
Railroad battalion and hospitals end their personnel,
| ) lorge anmmition supply dump wes discovered neer Termino, Actually the dump
‘was made up of twenty five (25) small dumps 211 cleverly concealed and camouflaged,
Our S-4 had slready repated more than 77 truckKloads of small srms ammnitions snd
more than l+50 uck loads of heavy ammmition, plus 90 trucklbads of 88 and 90 M
ammmnition., Almost 1705 animals had been corraled, |

Yhe Provost Marshall of our gone reports that the civilian population are

deinanding the "scalps® ?f Fascists and known sympathizers., fThey complain -[-,1—151;.

something should be done a.bdut those who were responsible for some of the torvres

"and horrars committed befare the Americans srrived,




' Our broadcas'b for terman personnel to gdve themselves up seems to be devel oping
results, - ,A,']_tho they are coming in to surrender two or tiree at » tme, it s
knowh they will be severely punished unless they give themselves up-now.

" Sabotage seems to have reared its head in this operation., On several occasions,
our éaxununications wires have been fownd cut, and it seems to have been pccomnl ished
with a roék or blunt instrument, On 25 Mey, however, the regiment wes creditel with
capturing sn Italian in an attempt to cut one of owr wire lines, No ercuse was
offered, but it seems apparent thst he was attempting to obstruct owr operations,

" He wos placed unded arrest and turned over to the proper authorities,

on 25th of May, also, the third bettalion turned in epproximately %342,000,00
4in Francs, Marks, Lires in addition to che;:ks totelling more than a million lires, .
The monef wos turned immediately over to Finance, There is no doubt thot the eneﬁxy _
were well prep ted for slmost every eventvality. ihe large sums of moneyr and bulging

warehousé with|all menner of goods smd equipment, the countless murber of wespons
and tremendous supplies of ammunition and rations seem to confirm reports that the
enemy had intentions of holding ou . in the mountains, There is no doubt thet they
could surely have lived and fought in the Dolomite Alps for a considerstle length
of time,

Two radio stations were uncovered, One, in the third battelion aren s seems to
'-'havé been used in conjunction with Radar, Another in the 338th Aren wms being
operated by Italian partisans, .

We now had ébmt‘l@,eeo prisoners left, There is little disturbsnce ~nd the
Germné seem to have pimty of vehicles available, Our S-L locsted alfew more
warehouses, but |was wsble to take any inventory of their contemts, Tirty trucke
J-.o-ads‘ef T.‘N.T. were found, and quickly removed, Up to this writing, ow S--L; turned

. :|.n more than 12,000 rifles, 400 machine pistdls, more than 1600 mechine guns. They

still have remaining seversl truckloads of smdll arms ammmnition and moi‘e than 86
A2- |
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t;‘uckibadaof heavy artillery ammunition. Of the servicesble vehicles, there

were 234 pleasure cars, 209 trucks, 96 trailers, 3 armored cnrs, 60 motorcycles. |
lore than 976,000 litres of fuel was loceted nnd considersble moved to central dumps,
of t'l;e unservicesble vehicles, this regiment had = total of 240 plessure cars,
238 trueks, Al trailers, 88 armoeed cers, 33 motoreycles,

By 26 May, the Provost larshall reported all calm; an expected demonstration of
the partisans was cancélled to avoid any untowsrd disturbance,

ﬁy'the 27th.of May, the rifle competition was completed and first prize went
to t'h.cé second battalion; the first battalion was second while the third battalion and
speciai units came in third and fourth reapectively. The scores were: ipS'? y ¥15, 536,
L2, o

Our mobile pubiic address system was still being used to rout out the Gemens
from their hiding places in the hills., It is felt that there sre plenty of the

enery still at large, foaming ground, Only today, 100 of them surrendered themselves

| fearing lster and more severe punishment hed they linsered, “he first battalion

took over the area originally patrdlled by the 88th Ren Troops, Our figures revesled
that there still remained to be evacuated more than 11,000 Germsn prisoners,
With the cessation of hostilities and the announcement b y the War Depsrtment

of the scoring tobe used in calculating deployment changes, considerable work rem in-

”-ed to figure criticgl scores, Much progress was made in these last few days in

caleculating the scares of both officers end enlisted men. Division requested nomes
of enlisted men with scores of 100 or over to g home. The ten highest scares would
go homé. It seems that the re~deployment mrogram might work after, although gl owly, .

These last few days in May found the regimént pi'eparing to move to a new sres,

It "seems definite that Italian_Pa.rétroops will relieve, This move is not weloo med

by'i'.he civilian population, who 2re oubspoken in their preference of the pmericans
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' £6 the Ttalians. It seems to bex out their almost conbimual distrust for esch

others” Pérhaps this may be one of the reasons for such a complicated political
prehim here in Italy.

"A.rra:‘ngements were made with AMG to give the horses we have corraled to the
italians to help farm their 1am; Most of these farmers have suf fered st the hends
of the Germans when they recuisitioned almost all their enimels, Preparations
were :;:adé to assemble-the regiment in an sres prior to their moving to 2 new ares,
The widely separated companies will require days to re-sssemble, Ii'; is interesting
t§ note that the area patrolled and screendd during this month covered more then 3,000
squafe tiles. [ en though our work wa® thorough, it is lmown that manr more SS troops

are still in the hills; some dressed as civiliens: others very bellizerent am willim
to continue fighting., They refused to surrender, since they were of the opinion ‘.cmt
all German prisonerswwere being sent to Russia to work.

ks the month ended, orders were received to discontinue collecting or sepr e~
geting gms or ammmition, We still have 107 trucks, 196 passenger vehicles, How-
ever, we are continuing evecuating of enemy personnel,

It is int.eresting to note here, that the severity and feroéity of the hottle
rfor Monterurdci is only now being told, This, in the form of recommendations for
awards whieh are flowing into this émadquar_ters. A detailed picture of 211 the
) ‘phases of this vicious battle which our history of April could not depict comes out
in vivid picture in the many awardé for the trave actions for this important mountain
fea;turé'. The fierce f:.ghtmg far this dominoting festure is reflected in the cos-
ualties sustainz;d.r The‘,ls_n_rgeat part of 211 the casuslties for the whole Po Val ley
' Compaign were suffered in this three dey strugile, - '

s By the end of the mnth? f.he regiment had evacuvated 42,370 German prisoners,

T}_l‘ese were mostly from combat units, since the Special unils were not touched,
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;Rg:&my Battalion, Ordnance wnits were pllowed to remain, Our fine

werk in *bhar praee‘ ing and evacuatlon of enemy personnel was the subject of high

‘ pra.m&,eﬂ_“frfﬁm Divisjon., The 350th had more Germens in its sector then both of the

3,-&,.%5@ '3‘513‘!; combined. Ours was the toughest since we had the SS troops and the
most far’z_atiﬁ;s;l Nazi types.

It was now definite that the ITtalisns would relieve us and we. expected relief
to be comrleted by the éad of June. Up to the 31st of Mor, the regiment turned in
17,893 Rifles, 7,200 machine pistols, 3200 Pistols, 1700 Mechine Guns, and many
mcrt_ar-s. There is still much equipment srd vehicles left for future eweuatim , Of
animals, there remain 1,617, The estimated strength of the rermean pellsonne]_ sti1l
in the area is 9,874, The medical situatio: is good. The 1st of June found the
regimental G.P; still in Cavelese looking forward toc moving out within 2 few dows,
The populatinn_,' :Ln the short time we had been there, hed shown a distinet 2nd incress-
ing like for the Americans bivouaced there, They have definitely chenzed their ime
pression about the Americsn soldier and the American peorle that wns fnstilled |
in them by the German propogarnda system,

We look i‘mm to & speedy deployment 2nd an early return to our homes in the

United States and then, perhaps, off again to another wer against the Jzpsnese,
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