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CUsile D HEADQUARTERS 350TH IFANTRY 00
e U. S. ARMY, APO 88 -
T e 9 April 1944,
| SUBJEGP: Transmittal of Historical Notes, 350th Infantry, month of Yarch 194k, %

0. 2 comnding General, 88th Infantry Division, U. S. irmy, AP0 88,

1o Attached hereto are historical notes of the 350th Infantry, for
the month of March.

a. Analysis of the terrain and westher.

(1) Terrain - Mountainous and mmddy (vicinity of Tremensuoli, S

Italsr 769955 Italy 1:25,000 Sheet 171-NW Minturno, attached).
(2) Weather - Generally rainy from 1 March 1944 to 16 March

&, 1944 with poor visibility, From 16 March 1944 to 3L liarch 1944, less rain s
and t-he terrain dried out considerably. .
b. During ¥arch, the following assigned and effective strengths :? ':
are noted below: ~
(1) 1 March Assigned Strength Effective Strength ™
Officers 155 152 e
W. O. 5 5 o
\ E. M, 3005 T 2969 N
- (2) . 3 Jarch Assipned Strength Effective Strength {
: Officers 155 147 ‘
W. 0'. 5 5 B
-E, M. 3168 3046 LM

: (3)° Attached are rosters of officers as of 1 karch and as of
3.1 Yarch 194, assigned to this regiment.

c. Marches - see narrative 4 karch 1944.

P FaE 15" The beginning of March found the 350th Infantry fully

qui;aped. with individual clothing and with all T/E Organizational equipment
wi‘ah the exception of 2L #-ton trailers. Combat clothing, individual cookers,
tand wvarious other small items were issued adding to the comfort of the men.
A routine system was established issuing the proper flow of ammunition, food,
and equipment to the troops which, during the month, proved to be flexible
encugh to meet any situgtion that might arise, The first two weeks were spent
largely in securing Class IV Supplies for the protection of our installations
and the experience ga.tnad has been valuable,

(1) Raoomandatlons and comments:

(a) Jlmmmtion' The basic load prescribed by higher
: a2 intained in the for-
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A (b) Ratians' Rations have been adecuate, all types avail-
; a.blef.L A ration leval of 1—273 B ration has been maintzained by all messes,

' Apeserve: ‘of "0" rations was kept in forward dumps and a small reserve of
j ] “B" ra‘hions kept in battalion dumps for vatrols and emergencies,

' (¢} Weapons: Re-supply of weapons was effected in every

E: caae within 2k hours,
" {d) Salvsge: Two salvages were completed. Exchange was

}.OO% on ‘both: cloth:.ng and equipment, Socks and underwear were exchanged,
with droisio approval » at both units,
. (e)  Eauipment Inadecquacies: While T/E's are adecuate in

mnst caaas 'and are made to cover all theaters, it is recommended increases
be suthorized on equipmnt in this theater a= follows:

fiel it ITEM : RECOEMENDED ISSUE
Q. M. Candles Additional 900 lbs per month.
RN Ay - Kerpsene lanterns Additional 50.
“Sifgnal’  Wire, W-110 No- restriction.
Lo ey Wel30 No restriction.
. Flashlights Additional 100,
. Switchboards, BD 71 ba
Switchboards, BD 72 Additional 4.
Telephones, EEE Additional 20,
: - Sownd Powered Telephones ddditional 18.
Ordnance Binoculars . nddltmnal 2l pair,
Telescope BC, M1915A1 (none authorized)
- -« Talescope ObServation, 148 (or h&?)ﬁdditional he
] e E - Light, Aiming Post, M-14 Additional 18,
A 4., *'mmrpaon Sub Kachine Guns 60
Engmaar Ganpass, Lensatic Additional 100.

*Suggestion from S-4 that the following should be armed with
Thompsan S&’Hachme Guns:
: Ammmition truck drivers.
Regimental C O driver.
1 Battalion C O drivers.
S=4 driver.
All staff officer drivers. :

il (f) Supply lines: Supply lines are, st present, over 25
mﬂon }nng, This far exceeds the ideal distance of 3 to 7 mdles but can not
be. carrected due. t.o the nature -of the terrain and the disposition of the
etensr.

(g} Storage of Excess Clothing: The storage of extra items
o clo‘l;h‘.tng -pxreseﬂt a problem, Generally, it consists of a pair of leggins,
avarcoat woolen c¢lothing, and extra socks and underwear. Attenwts have been
made to turn in exceds clothing to Supply Depots tut higher headcuarters will
not authorize it.h ‘I it could be turned in and recuisitions submitted and
prcn.pﬂ;v £ille¢1 as 'brOUpS come into rest areas, regiments would not he
burdened with- aacur.ing storage space, providing guards and transporting extra
:meedimnta.( :

é. Administrative procedure has been established as follows:

Taarha et -SEGRET
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(1) The Adjutant, his sssistant, sergeant major, and one clerk

-

" established themselves in the forward C.P.

(2) The persomel officer, his section, and the remeinder of the
S-1 section remained in the rear area,

(a) Recommendations for awards, oreparation of the history,

. casualty files, S-1 reports, and some corresvondence have been, to this date,
‘prepared forward and the remainder of the administration conducted in the rear.

(b) Reolacerents are handled in resr areas under the suver-
vision of the Adjutant. Replacements are interviewed and assigned to companies
by the personnel officer, given complete corbzt clothing and equipment by the
8.4, at which time their surplus clothing and eouioment is stored, and sent
forward to the combat area by ration trains. CGuides neet the replacerents
at battalion supply dumps and guide them to their respective coimanies.

(c) Replacements have been received during the month of
Harch as follows:

; OFFICERS WARRANT OFFICERS ENLISTED IEN
Atch for tr. 15 None lione
Assigned 6 None 235
Total - ] None 235

f. MKedical Comments: Ewvacuation procedure has been as follows:

(1) Patients treated at the battelion aid station sre carried
to an ambulance loading point excepnt those who receive only minor wounds and
are returned to duty, From the load:mg noint, they are evacuated to the ilegi-
mental aid station, where further treatment is given them, Urgent cases are
evacuated immediately, less serious cases still demanding evacuation are held in
the ald station until darkmess or until a full load is coilected, Cases of.
mild colds, trenchfoot, etc, not necessitating evscuation, are held in a "rest
ward" in the aid station until they have made a complete recovery., Clean
stocldngs and supplies of hot coffee are kept in all aid stations and medical
personnel wash dirty stockings in order to maintain an amnle supnly of clean
st.ocldngs. This procedure has worked out with considerable success,

Apmindtion expenditures for ithe month of March:

(1) Ammnition expenditures for the momth ending liarch 31, 19kL
are as follows:

Cal, 345, Ball 72,000 Rds.
i Cal, .90, Carbine n 6,500
Cal, ,30, 3all, &/rd. clips 22,500 *
Cal. .30, Ball & Ter. (4-1) 33,750 N
| Cal, .30, AP & Ter. (4-1) 22,250
 Cal., .50, AP I & T (2-2-1) 2,825 W )
81 mm,-M43-41, (Light) ‘M550 ‘
81 mm, 156, HE (hvy) 615 "
81 mm, k57 (smoke) 194 O
Rockets, AT, HE, 16 % h
105 mm, How, }3, 48 29 i
105 mm, How. k3, M54 750
105 mm, How, HE AT, M62 B
Grenades, hand, Frag,, Mk II 1,375 "

SECRE,
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10 April 1944.

__ The ragmmsmﬁ wag sftill bivouaced in the vicinity of Piedmont, Italy
sernia :100,000, Sheet 161). The physical hardening per:n.od

; v arriving in Italy had been completed and preparations

i -were. beg:{ng made for a novement of the entire Combat Team to the vicinity of

E“ase&m, I*haly .(@7@-?2@ - Cagerta, Italy 1:100,000, Sheet 172).

TW mm, -md set up ‘:'ba;wnac area. Battalion Commander's, Battalion 5-3's,

i 1 lers, Platomn Leaders, Platoon Sergeants, Regimental S-1, Regimental
: s..z, and the Regimental S~3, went forward with the Regimental Comnander to the

. combat drea of the 13th Infantry Brigade, 5th Division (British) to complete
ranmissamca prioz‘ to the relief the 350th Infantry was scheduled to conduct.

m:ﬁa 3. Final yrapar&tians were mede for movement into the combat zone occupied
b:jr ‘the lebh Infantry Brigade. .

mr_ﬂu, &mpaay Commenders and the Regimental $5-3 returned from their recon~
maisaanee to the bivouac area. Under the cover of darkness, & greater portion
of the regiment, ie., the mimber of officers and enlisted men equivalent to the
mumber of British 0fficers and enlisted men occupying the front lines, under
‘the swparv:mien of ‘the E‘xemtmm 0fficer, were brought to the kinturno bridge,

| via Route No. 7 {79932 - Gaeta, Italy 1:100,000, Sheet 171) by motor and from g =

. that point, marched to the front lines and the rel:r.ef was nede. Only one cas-
ualty @cc'arreti and he (a ;ﬁlatoan Sgt.) was not seriously wounded.

}.mfantry completed relieving the 13th Brigade, 5th Division
_* The Commanding Officer of the 13th Brigade informed the
mender that the relief was the most efficient he had ever exper-
'he 330th Infantry occupied the left flank of the 5th Army front (vie-
-ﬂf Hintw: m, 788956 - Gaeta, Italy 1:100,000, Sheet 171), Reconnaissance
s were sent out. from all Battalions under cover of darkness. Five thou-
‘were. raqulslti@ned Troops in protected areas were used to fill
ny and Battalion C.P.'s were reenforced during hours of darkness.

3 awme mrtar fire was received during the day. It was believed to be an attemot
by the @*mmns to meke friendly troops t.h:.nk supportmg mortars were falling
Sh@r’%n‘ g ;

n amiunition sections continued to augment battalion dumps
Informetion from returning patrols implied that Scauri, Italy
taly 1:100,000, Sheet 171) and swrrounding territory was
sk‘eleten enemy force. ’T‘rack veh:.cles were heard by llsten-
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£ 1020 hour Harassing artillery fire was layed on enemy
he day and night. Twenty-six enemy artillery shells, fourteen
: duds, fell in the Regimental C,P. from 1700-1710 hours, no damage
or casualties, Counber attack plans were made, and copies forwarded to higher
headquarters. Effective mortar fire was delivered by us and direct hits were
amrerd on houses in area of 782993 (Ttaly 1:25,000, Sheet 171-I ¥ Minturmo).

rch 8 : 7 ammnition dump was located and blown up by artillery. lore
=, sh'mmg Iay the enemy on our positions near 772952 (Italy 1:25,000 sheet 171-I
MW Eﬁntuma) s 4O percent of which were duds. Some ehemy action was noted in
“houses in the vicinity of Sceuri. Fire was placed upon the two houses by 102nd
Field Artillery, and one house was completely demolished. A gasoline dump was
de stroyed !ay the' sme concentration.

s+  The Eegiman’oﬂl C.P. was visited by the Corps Commender, It., General

MCCRAEBRY,, at 1000 hours., Advance party (2 Off and 2 EM) from 5th Army Chemical

‘Battalion arrived at C,P, and will probably be attached to the 350th Infantry.
Qur pﬁsitians wetes smeked by the enemy at 2030 hours and sounds of enemy vehicles

_'being unloaded '-%:"report.ed. Supporting artillery fire was immediately concen-
*trated in the 1einit

____gyu@, Enenw aebmi‘by 13 ght.

1 11, Enemy ari-,iller& fire was received on forward positions (several duds).
Hebelwerfer fire (3 rounds) was ag2in received at 0405 Blburs. It became apparent
“that the Germans were firing nebelwerfer guns irregularly, every second or third
_ night., and then possibly moving the guns to another sector, Two civilians found
© 4in houges near the front lines were evacuated to the P.7. inclosure. Blinking

;/’f light from apparently a ship at sea, was again noticed in the vicinity af the

/ harbor at 3muri, italy.

Mareh 12, Harasaim,g fire was continued to be layed down on enemy l:;.nes. Recon-
na:.asanee patrols to this date have continued to operate each night. Little
opvosition has been received from the enemy and all missions, in general, have

been aecanplishad, A day 1ight reconnaissance patrol, from Company "F!, 350th
Infantry, mde wgﬁaw with the enemy in the wvicinity of Scauri and secured the
first known enemy egquipment to be secured in the 88th Infantry Division: 1 mechine
gan, 1 rifle, 3 grenades, 2 helmets, and small arms ammnition, also seeired
'valuabla documents and identification from Germen dead killed in the engagement.

March 3._34 Patrpl was gent out and found that Hill 69 was occupied by approximmtely

a piﬁto@ﬁ of" ‘Germins.  An enemy motor transport was observed moving in the vice-
- inity of 767992 ¢ 1800 hours, and was shelled effectively by the 338th and 102nd

" Field Artiliery; : ‘Ms&chgd to this regiment, A fire was started in a group of 20
vehicles by white phosphorus shells. Two eneny deserters surrendered in the area
of 2nd Scuadron 5th Recces. From interrogation, it was ascertained that they
were from the let battalion, 274th Regiment, consisting of the 2nd, 3rd, and ith
companies with the 9th company attached. Both prisdiners were of Dollah descent
and disclosed imformation freely such as strength, loc2tion, names of cormending
m‘.‘f:.cars, weapons, ete.
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- active during the night. ’I‘wo German natrofs were

g effective fire on our troops, the two Germgn -

fer fire was again present, and it is believed that
ere between 757955 and Th8955 (Italy 1:25,000, sheet

o mortars snd artillery fire greatly reduced enemy mortar
“There-was indications of activity at sea, A smll boat
day mt‘hmg inte shore shortly ai‘ter dawn 1n the vicinity

+

'Enemy "aiﬂ nseéf E’ebelwerfar fire on lst Bn. sect.or. A patrol from

.patml Fnad cas.talties of five wounded. The 3rd Bn. patrol
ésad ﬂre eastarn Eartim feature, 759%3, Italy 1:25,000, Sheet

?:Lre from at least four guns in f:uced positions, with -
mrk&rs amd grenades, were used by the eneny.. It was ascertain-

.j grﬂd Bn. patrol and it is believed from mfornatlon
| men who successfully withdrew that an officer and fifteen Py ,/

‘jra&. | : . % // ;

ba.'b returned with no information, Instructions have been -
tquarters, that combat patrols in the future will be used only
‘and will consist of 1 officer and 14 enlished men., Recon-
will normally consist of 1 officer and 1/ enlisted men. Nebel-
s in the vicinity of 731937. Vehicle lights and sounds were
the night. :

w-'ssama pa'bre]. from the lst Bn. contacted the enemy in the

- Immediately upon gaining contdct, the enemy used flares,

nd hand grenddes. After a bried fight two members of the

£ v and two enlisted men were wounded and are now mis-

ch W& being used by the patrol was captured. It is noted

' re trip wires, booby traps, in areas which our troops

From civilian reports, Germens are looting and

7 estroying gun pits in Gaeta., It is also reported

s present in Gaeta, A meeting of Combat Team #2 Commnding

e Battalion Commnders, and Battalion S~3's was held at

ental C.,P. Atback plans were discussed at this meeting.

z of attack plang was obtained by all concerned at this meeting
icke is ordered. The 2nd Battalion sector received approx-

s area from 2000 hours, 17 ¥arch 194k, until 0100 hours,
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B There was contimed shelling b:,r the enemy for the second. consecntive
- approxmﬁtely thirty raunds. Enamy action, however, was light.

mjer General John E, Sloan, Brigadier General Paul

J Guy 0. Kurtz, visited the Regimental C.P. 19
1d with the regimental commender and the $~3 and
: war « It has been determined from patrol reports that many

£ min,e& exist in i‘rm.\:k. of German positions., Various Germen documents and films
'were obtained by reconnaissance patrols from vacated tuildings, Eneny action
' ,:’f.n general has been quiet, . ,

‘ = 23 incl, Trucls were heard by 0.P.'s in the vicinity of Sceuri and
effme‘i;a.ve a:rbz. 'ary fire was placed on that location. New positions have bheen
_dug by the émemy and re-enforeed with loffs in the vicinity of 762956, This has
been confirmed by patrol and O,P. reports. One enemy aircraft strafed varts of
the refgimeﬂbal area, Nebelwerfer fire was again received on our lines. Three
converging agzimiths were reported by 0.P.'s and artillery fire silenced the
eneny gun. Geeta was peasibly bombed by aircraft, however, it could have been
also bombardment from the sea as black puffs of "ack-ack! smoke were seen at sea

- indicating possibly an allied warship being attached by hostile aircraft as it

shelled the shore.

oh. 2L -~ 27, The C.P. was visited 24 March 1944 by It, General lcCreery,

Gorps ﬁamnander, &t 1000 hours and by Lt. General Clark, Army Commander, and
¥ajor General Sloan, at 1050 hours, lNore activity was noted at sea. Nothing
greater than one smell boat has been seen in Scauri harbor at any one time, bt
boats have been difinitely obse ved coming and going from the harbor. The eneny
has contimued to place nebelwerfer fire on ocur lines at irregnlar intervels.
Known cssualties from nebelwerfer fire has been nil and such fire has not lowered

- the morale of the troops.

by 28 31, The 350th Infantry was relieved by the 339th Infantry to s to a

rest area (vicimity of Cascano, Italy) during this period, The eniire relief

was mede under the cover of darkmess. Company "H" was relleved the night of

lfgs  The remainder of the 2nd Battalion plus Compsny "D", and

Ny : f reliaved the night of 29-30 March 1944. The remainder of the
egiment was relieved the night of 30~31 March 1944, The relief was.completed

with the highest degree of saccess. No casualties resmulted from the relief.

.Rallef was compléted 004D hours, 31 MWarch 1944.
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