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OPERATIOKS OF THE 2D BATTALION, 350TE INPANTRY
(BSTH DIVISION) IN CLEARING A REGIMENTAL SUPPLY ROUTE
TO ROGCASEGCA, ITALY, 21 - 25 MAY 1944
{ROME - ARNO CAMPAIGR)

(Perzonsal Experience of a Battallion 3.3)

ORIENTATIOR

INTRODUCTION

This 18 an account of an Infantry Battallon that got left
" sbout ten miles behind the other two battalions. During the
Itellan Spring Offensive in May 1944, the 2nd Battalion, 350th
Infentry, Séth.Bivision had to clear and protect the Reglmental
supply route from FONDI to ROCCASECCA.

"Since the landing at SALERNO on 9 September 1943, the
divisions of the Fifth Army hed been fighting almost continuous-
ly, firast the drive paat NAPLES to the German Winter Line bew
hind VENAFRO and MIGNANO, then from 15 November 1943, in the
Harsh winter canp;.;.;:;; @}Eﬂ." (See Map &) (1)

On 22 January 1944, two divisions landed “t.éffffz,,‘ﬁaﬂ
Mep &) At CASSINO and ARZIO the attack had been stopped.

In May 1944, the s;;;harn front was the MINTURKC-CASSIKQ
1ine. (See Map A) The Germans held the mountsinous terraln
to their front with the fsmous GUSTAV LINE.

The Allied Armies in Italy (AAI) plamned e spring offen-
sive, Their intentions were to 1nflict the meximum losses on
the enemy end drive him.to the RIMINI-PISA line., (S3¢e Mep &)
(2)

fhis would be a simultaneons attack by both armies on
the southern front. (3) |

TiY " i-Z, p. 1 (direct guotation)
(2) 1-4, Po 21
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+ The beachhead forces would be ready to attack at any
time from D plus 4., Thelr misslon was to cut HIGEEII.ﬁlin
the VALMONTOME erea. (See Map B) (4)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

With the arrivel of new troops and in order te insure
success on the next attack,‘a major regionping was made along
the southern front. |

The east coast sector was under the British V Corps snd

- Bight Army controlled the centrsl sector. Fifth Army hed the

area between the TYRRHENIAN SEA end the LIRI RIVER. Also, the
Fifth Army remained in command of the ANZIO BEACHEEAD, {See

Map B) " (5)
A pr 7.5 The Fifth Army hed the French Expeditionary Corps (FEC)
! SR ‘ '
i~ ‘on the right and II Corps along the ses.

IT Corps had the American 85th and 88th Divisions, The
Plst Divigion arrived 1# the MEDITERRANEAN fheater in Ap»il
1944, but its employment was indefinite for sometime. (6)
The 36th Pivision constituted the moblle reserve of the AAI,

The two divisions of II Corps were fresh troops and were
Yot to be tried in the attack. |

The 88th Division was the first All-8elective Service
Division in combat in World War II, and it took over a sector
of the front in March 1944. The men and officers felt that
the Divislon would be successful in any type of eperatiegg.
8ince July 1942, 1t had trained in Oklahoma, maneuvered in
Loulsiana, snd polished its tactics in North Africa. During

14) A-4, p. 22
(6) A-4, p. 2
(6) A-4, p. 18

. 77




March and Aprll, the Divislon had adjusted to front-line
activity 1ln resdiness for an attack, | f

Morsle was high. All supplies wers plentiful, even though
some posltlons had to be reached by mule train.

Although the action described herein takes place some ten
days after the juﬁp-off, it is necessary to cover the mlasions
and sctions of‘tha various units beginning with breskout of the
winter line,

The Eighth Army was to break through the enemy's posltions

into the LIRI VALLEY.

| The Fifth Army mission was defined in Pleld Order Ho. 6,
20 April 1944 as:-’Fifth Army from present GARIGLIANO posl-
tions with Corps abreast, secure ANSONIA defile, advances
south of the LIRI RIVER to cut the PICO-ITRI ROADe.esessdub-
sequent advance on Army order? (See Map B) (7}

The Army plan wes bold snd difficult., It meant slmply
that all units would take the dominating mountaln features in
thelr sssligned mectora, |

| II Gorps would attack with the 85th Division on the left
and the 88th Division on the right, The plan of maneuver con-
sisted asaentiallj of slugging through the defenses of the.
GUSTAV LINE and then contlnuing through the mounteins to the
PICO-ITRI ROAD. | |

At 2300 hours, 11 May 1944, the Spring Offensive was
launched.

On the right flank of the Fifth Army the FEC tock all ef
'-ifs objectlves on agho&nle. Ita' operations during 11.19 Meay

form one of the'mnst spectasular and most important parts of

Y
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the drive on RONE., On 19 May the FEC front was nearly along
the east side of the PIGO-ITRI ROAD énd it was reedy te attack
the strong point PICO. (8) |

In II Corps' sector, the initial push met immediate aue-
cess on the right flanik but in the center a:anhd'!IHTHRIe the
battle swirled in indecision for three days. Then the enemy
began a hasty retreat aleng the ada, followed closely by II
Gorps. (9) This rapid pursult puéhsd through FORMIA send GAETA
into ITRI, (See Msp B) (10) -

Fifth Army had by 19 May completed its first missiom,
Its' front was along the PIGO-ITRI ROAD, and se far shead of
Righth Army that it threstened the enemy in the LIRL VALLEY
from the rear. (11)

The FEC had employed all four of its divisioms. Three
were in line and one in Gorps.reserve. II Corps stlll had
the 85th and 88th Divisions in the 1line and the S6th Divisien
had not been cqmnitted.- (12) |

On 1¢ Mey a new objective was given II Corpa: to cut
the SEZZE-FROSINONE ROAD with maximam speed. (See Map B} (13)

The 88th Division was to drive across the hills northwesi
of FONDI toward ROCCAGORGA while the 86th Division moved on its
left flank toward §ESZE¢ The 9lst Cavalry Reconnalssance
Squedron and elements of the 85th Division were 'to smash.
through the TERRACINA bottle neck and push inte the PONTINE
MARSHES beyond the town. (Sse Map B) (14)

The ares fseing II Corps was s serles of high mountains,
deep gorges, river vallaya,’and flooded coastal piains. The

(8) A-1, Item 1826
{(10) A-4, p. 5B
(11) A&~4, p. 99
(12) A-4, p. 79
(13) A4-4, p. 81
(14) A-4, p. 81




sector varied in width from 10 to 20 miles; from ITRI to SEZZR
tho distance across the mountains was 30 miles. (15)

The defense line which II Corps would hit was the mmeh
publiclsed HITLER LINE, prepared by the Germans to serve as a
second defense if theo GUSTAV LIﬁE-wore breached. !ﬁia line
ran generally through the mountains eleng TERRACINA-FOMDI-PICO
to PONTECARVO and ecross the LIRI VALLEY to PIEDEMONTE. (See
¥ep B) (16) | . . _

Withdrewing into this 1line was the badly dlsorganized
¢ German Tenth Army which had been holding the southern frout.,

The weather was good.spring worn days wlith coel nighis,
There had been no.rain gince the jump-off, The trnapa'folt
good over thelr first successes and had not had time to think
of thelr losses., The cry was "ROME AND HOME". (1%)

88TH DIVISION SITUATION AND PLANS

On 19 May the 351lst Infantry held M. GRANDE north of ITRI;
the 349th Intantry lay 1ln the town proper and the 350th Infan-
try was just to the east. (18) | |

During the night of 19 May the 349th moved northwest te-
ward FONDI, By 2200 hours, 20 May, FONDI was teken snd the
high ground to the northeast of town. The 351zt moved up to
other mountain features that cut the FONDI-LENOLA ROAD.l (See
Map B) (19)

' fhe 350th Infantry followed the 349th along HIGEWAY 7.
Reinforcements mow begen to stresm up this rosd from ITRI to
PONDI, The highway was filled with trucks, srmor snd ertile

IIE An"&, P 52'_
(16) A-4, p. 82
(17) Personal knowledge
{18) A~1, Item 1826 | | r
(19) 4A-4, p. 83 ‘
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lery and both sides of the road were lined with marching
troops. (20)

During the night of 20 May, the 350th was ordersd to
pass through FONDI snd atteck to the northwest teward ROCCA- .
SECGA._ The 349th would attsck on the rlght. The 35lat
would teke the mountain features along the LENOLA-VALLECORSA
ROAD snd protect the division right flank until the Frsnch

qaught up. (See Map B) (21)
THE 350TH INFAFTRY PLAN

The reglmental plan was for the lst Battaellon te take
M. CASARECCIO; the 34 Battalion to tske M. LATIGLIA and the
24 Battellon M. CALVO, M. CALVO was to be the regimental
objéetive for 21 May. (See Map €) (22) |

The lst Battalion would move directly from FONDI teward
1ts! objective and secure 1t, The Sd Battellon would then
~move through the lst Battalion to teke M, LATIGLIA. The 24
Battalion would move west along HIGEWAY 7 sbout 6000 yards and
attack M. CALVO from the south. (8ee Msp C) (23)

The regiment would then move to ROCCASECCA, taking each

mountain festure in turn.
i

350TH INFANTRY (MINUS OEE BATTALION) MOVES TO ROCCASECCA

At dawp 21 May the regiment moved through FONDI. (24)
The 1st Battallon followed by the 34 moved toward S. MAGHO,
and the 2d Battalion moved west along HIGHWAY 7. (See Map C)
The 1st Battalion moved over M, CASSAHRECCIO withoutb

T26) A4, p. 83

(21) A-2, Item 1830
(22) A-2, Item 1830
(23) Personal knowledge
(24) A-3, p. 83
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encountering any resistance, It then proceeded to M, LATIGLIA
end then M. CALVO in turn. ‘

' Spending the night on M. CALVO the lst end 3d Battalions
moved out early on 22 May along the trail to the northwest to
¥, ALTO, where they stopped for the night, The lst Battslion
was on M, ALTO and the 34 Battallion to the south on SALVATORE.
On the 254 the 1st Battalion moved into ROCCASECCA and the 34
garrisoned the high ground overlooking the.town. {See Map C)
(25) |

This point was 10 miles shead of Fifth Army lines, These
two battalions lead by the regimentsl commander, Colonmel J. C.
Fry, had slipped through the HITLER LINE. (26)

NARRATION

THE S. BIAGIC VALLEY FIGHT
As the other two ba‘ions moved dlrectly northwest onm

the 21st May, thé 24 Batt r.on_moved west Trom FONDI alohg‘
HIGHWAY 7 for about 6000 ygéds. There was no contan£ with the
enemy; Elements of the 9lst Reconnaissance Squadron reported
that except for some blown craters in the highway there was no
evidence of the enemy for several miles further to the west.
The Italian civiliens roported that the Germans had allﬁgoné.
(27)

. The battalion turned north off HIGHWAY 7 along s good
road that would lead directly to the foot of the mountalns

and to a trall that led to thelr objective, M. CALVO. (See

Map C) They were in a column of companies; E-G-F, The Heavy

{26) Personal inowledge; Statement of Col, J. C. Fry, then
€O, 350th Infantry, 25 May 1944

{26) A-2, Item 1830 '

{27) Personal knowledge
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Weapons Company'!s machine guns were in direct support of thar
two lesding companies. Just as Company E's leading platoon
reached the SAN BIAGIO-S. MAGNO ROAD, 600 yards north of HIGH-
WAY 7, it was fifed on from positions north of this road by
machine guns end rifles. Compeany E took up the fire fight
from positions along and on the %gﬁ?_or the road, There was a
creek and a canal to the right and an orchard on the left.
There was very little cover in the orchard. (See Map D) (28)

The Battalion Commander and Battalion 3-3 went forwsrd
end contacted E Company Commander., The enemy had excellent
positions in the side of the hill covering to the south and
the Valley. They were well dug in and hard to locate, Thexe
was no way to estimate their strength. fhsro was no other
direction to attank th& hill.

E Company Commander stated 10 or 12 men had been wounﬁad
ineluding the leading Platoon Leader. Men of this platoen were
returning the fire, The orchard was a poor place from which te
launch en attack. The enemy had good flelds of firs through

the trees in the orchard. There was very little room te msneu-

ver to the right of the road because of the big cansl. (28)

G Company was then turning ncrth off HIGHWAY 7. %The
Company Bander went forward to the Battalion Commsnder.
-‘They declded for Gcm;any G to maneuver out in the valley to
the left and hit the German position with two platoons abreast
with their right on S. BIAGIO-S. MAGNC ROAD. They would as-
sault from the middle of the Valley. | |

E Compeny would put two platoons on line and sttack,

(387 Statement of Corbett Willlsmson, then Commender of the
2nd Battalion, 3550th Infantry, on 31 Oct 1949
{29) Personsl knowledge
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swinging as far to the right of the north-south road from
HIGHWAY 7 as they could. (See Map D)
The Artillery Lisison Officer ecalled for artillery in the
town of S. BIAGIO as 1t domlnated the west slde of the valley.
There would be no mortar or artillery on the rear positions as
J _lgefpany E was too close,
' f Company G's 60 mm mortars went into position and fired
¢;ﬁ€h; six rounds on the side of the hill to the north. Time was the
bhi important element,
‘ﬁﬁf’ It 18 well to insert here that the rest of the battalion
NF was along HIGEI&I 7 and the highway was covered with vehicles
and troops. Corps artillery was being brought up. From thls
ﬂﬂ}p‘poaition an 8 Inch gun could fire on SEZZE which was alse
{yﬁﬁwki‘p | reashed by the 8 inch guns at the ANGIO BEACHHEAD. (30) 4An
N [L¥" jofficer with the 8 inch gun watched G Company's 60's fire and
vkﬁ‘ lxmediately deoided that thaet would be a poor place for his

lgun,  (31)
Company G was reéﬂy to assault the poasltion in less than
30 minntes, The company commander had put hls support platoen
in position to fire toward S. BIAGIO and to the north., He was
worried about the western side of the Valley and wanted to send
a platﬁan up to 8. BIAGIO, The Battalion 8-3 agreed bdut the
Battslion Commander decided there was Dot enmough time. ‘The
next dsy the 85th Division had to commit an entire Battalion
to teke the hill, | | |
Béth'eompaniea moved cut in the sgsault and were on tep

of the enemy dugouts before the Germans were aware of what was

1367 &-%Z, p. 85
(31) Statement of G Company's Weapons Platoon Lesder on 21
Moy 1944,
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heppening, This action hed drewn lots of obszervers as 1t was
close to the main hlghway and the enemy was supposed to have
been routed.

Just as E Compeny had geined some distance up the mountain

snd was sble to fire down at the enemy, the 350th Infentry

. Reglmental Commander ceme riding up on a light tank from HICGH-

WAY 7. He polinted out some enemj machine gun positiona and
had the tank fire on them. The resulta were excellent and this
gggisted E Company = gffat deal. Thpn the Regimental gnd Bat-
talion Commsnders joined the assmlt troops as they moved

through the enemy positions.

 There was no control after the hill was resched., Also no
set objectlive for any one group, But the aaa&nlt_groups kept
moving, breaking'up_inta'little groups as they dariﬁitelj -

located a position., The twe company ca§$andera and the Regl~

mental snd Battalion Oommandora_ggraeted'%ratggg and soon there

were fights going on in 10 or 12 plgnes-é;_aﬁb time, There was
no mortar or artillery in the right.by éither side. The enemy
used msohine guns, rifles snd sutomatiec ?13£918. The 2nd Bat-.
talion used hand grenades, rifles and BARs. "

It was an intense fire‘fight,'but 1t was over in snother
45 mirutes. The Regimenpal Commender ordered the battallen te
hold what it had as hﬁ#just found uut that this valley belcnsod 
te the 85th Divisien. Oompany E was ordered to organize the
position and .they set up in just about the seme positlens as
the Germans hsd held but higher up the hill. (See Nap D)

The battalion suffered 43 casualties. Seven were officers
including the Battalion Artillery Lialson Officer, who was

killed. ;
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One of the members of the 88th Division General Staff came
up snd counted the prisoners. He told the 24 Battesllon Com-
mander that there was 110 of them. Compeny E later reported
that they counted 40 desd on the position. (32)

At sbout 1500 hours the 2d Battalion was ordered to re-
tura te the vicihity of FONDI to comnstitute the division ro-
serve, Compeny E jolned the battalion at 2100 hours. That
night the battalion served hot chow and got a good nights rest,

FIRST DAY ON THE TRATL ﬂaﬂa) -\j)

At 0900 hours, 22 Hay the 2d Battalion was relieved as

Division Resecrve and told to join the regiment. They were
informed that 1t was nearly to ROCCASECCA. |

| The 350th hed set up a rear command post at S, MAGNO,
The Regimental Gommanding Officer had rejoined the lst and 34
Battalionas and was leading them to ROCCASECCA.

After a hot breskfast the battalion moved northwest along
the road from FONDI to 3., MAGNQO, As the head of the column
reached the resr commend post in 3. MAGKO an artillery barrage
came In from the northwéat. The Regimental Adjutent who had
come out to meet the batﬁalion was killed and several of the
battalion were wounded,

The mission of the 24 Battalion was obvicus. Join the
cther battalions but clean up those who were firing on the
- regimental rear commsnd pest, |

The battalion moved into the mountalns, following the
trell of the other battellons. | _

~ As the battalion moved out it 1s necessary to look st
the situation. The other two battalions were ssveral miles
ahead and the enemy had closed in on the trall,

182} ?brsonéi'&noﬁiedge
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The 6bjecb1ve was still 20,000 yﬁrda to the northwest
with only mmle tralls through the mountains, Regiment hed
not lald wire nor had they mearked the trail that they used,

The Battalion Commander declded to teke a supply train
" in the battalion column. (Qn the previous dsy the pack train

: S
was to be brought up after the objectlve was secured. )

The battalion started with 40 mules. Thelr load con-
sisted of two days C and K rations, water, an ample supply of
batteries for the SCR 300 and 536 radios, rifle, machine gun
and mortar smmunition, and forage for the mmles. These
Italian mule skinners and mules hsd been working with the bat-
talion sinee April,

Riflemen had twe hend grenades and two bendoliers of
emmnition besides their rifle belts. All light machine. gans
and two 81 mm mortars were hand carried, and every avalilable
wegpons man hed emmunitlion. |

Ho packs were carried but the individual had ﬁ fileld
jacket, raincoat, extra pair of socks and one days K ration.
It waz SOP for each individual to have hslizone tablets, oil,
and patches for hls weapon. '

As the column moved out Company G was leading, followed
by Companies E and F, The leading platoon moved out 100 yards
in front of the remainder of the company. But there was no
interval between any of the other platoons or companiea. The
trall went araunﬂ the east side of M. CASMARECCIO, and tn the
east of M, LAPIGLIA. 4 aguad from @ Company was sent to the
crest of H.-LATIGIIL snd as 1t neared the crest it was fired

on from the crest of the hill. (See Map C)

14
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G Company Commsnder and tﬁa Battallon 8-3 were with the
lsgding platoon and this platoon was north of the crest when
the firing commenced. The Company Commander quickly sfartad
the lead platoon to the top of the hill over the aiffioult
terrain. Among the meny huge rocks they had excellent cover.
When he reached his squad near the top, the firing had stopped.
He found out that there had been only two or three Germans and |

- the squad couldn't plﬁne thﬁm; He moved bis plateon wp to the
crest and along the e¢rest to the western slope.

Then they sew a group of Germens running gjay from them
end down the mountain less than 200 yards away. Most of the
platoon opened fire and the enemy took cover among the rocks,
The Compsny Commander yelled down for them to surrender, and |
21 of the enemy stood up and surrendered., Csptaln Roeder
could apesk Pennsylvanls Duteh, |

_'VJjﬂ.*:bﬂ This was the artillery observation parity and some 2trays
-ﬂJii{FWH that were plcked up but the battsliorn questioning eould not
get them to dlsclose the poaitlon of thelr artillery,

The battalion gtﬁrt@d moving sgein and resched M. CALVO

The Reglmental Executive Officer had followsed the bab-

1
?

§ta11on.up snd stated that the other battalions were moving
jwithaut opposition and thet the 2d Battalion should push en
éand joinc . them, He‘fgééésted that we continue the march dur-
ing the night. The baﬁE;z;;n for the most part which was

atretched out along the trail was ordered to its feet and the

oM _
5zwf march waz continued.

\ The mewvch continued untll the Reglmental Executive Of-

AN
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flcer went back to the rear commend post. Then security was
put out and the battealiorn slept and rested the remainder of
the night. (33)

25D ~-- THE SECOND DAY

M. CALVO was in the shape of a wide V. To the west it
extended for gsbout 3000 yerde to M, MARINO and t¢ the north-
east the rldge line held up to M. PIZZUTO, about 3500 yards
away. {(See Map C)

The Battalion's route led along the ridge toward M.
MARINO. _

At first 1ight of day on 23 Ha§? Company F led the bat-
talion along the trail to the west toward M. NARIEO. Company
G was next end tﬁen Compeany E,

After the column had been moving about 20 minutes, Com-
pany F was hit by a force from the northeast. It was no mm-
bush, but rather a meeting emgagement., The enemy wes moving
along the fairly good terraln from the northeast.

The Battelion Commander and 8-3 were with F Company Coni-
mander and 1t looked as 1f the enemy hed a strength of about
20 riflemen with two machine guns,

Parts of two platoons of Compeny F.opened fire, and as
they faced to the right they were 1ln goecd positions to hold
the trail, Firing was moderate and F Compeny had flve or six
casualties, Company F was on higher ground and could move |
around a 1little, but they couldn't move to either flank, Thelr
entire company was along the trail and the enemy could obaurvé
600 to 700 yards of it. {S8es Map E)

{38} 3tatement of—ﬁorbeﬂ;:wr T1Tamson, then 24 Battallon c—
- mander, 350th Infantry, on 31 Oct 1949,
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The Battalion Gommendling Officer told F Company Commander
that one of the other companies wounld move in from the flank
and when that unit sterted firing, that F Company ahould move
forward, Meanwhile keep uwp firing moderately.

E Company Commander was contacted by SCR 300 radio and
told to get ready. The Battalion Commanding Officer went back
throﬁgh the column to a good covered position that would lesd
to the enemy's flank, He then belleved that a platoon would
be a3 large a group.that'coul& be ccﬁtroiled over this ter-
raln, |

The Platoon Lesder was briefed, showed the enemy line and
told to move out. Thié Lieutenant had joined the company two
deys previously in FONDI, He moved his pletoon out in good
style and went around a hlll toward the enemy's rear, After
briefing the Lieutenant the Battallion Commander weat back up
to Company P. He left the Battallon 8.3 with E Compeny.
Nothing happened for about thirty mirmtes except a little fir.
ing in F Gompany's area. E Company Commender trled to call the
Lisutenant on the SCR 536 radio. After the platoon had been
gone about 40 minutes the Platoon Sergeant of the flankiﬂg
platcon ceme rushing back to the trall from the direction the
platoon had gone. He zald the platoon was captured. He aaid
they had gone too far and alsc that he had not seen buﬁ about
ten Germens. He sald a German told them in English they were
surrounded énd that the Platoon Leader took a white handker-
chlef out and t0ld sll the men to glve up. _

E Company Commander immedistely started getting the re-
mainder of his company together, The-Battalion 8.3 notlfied
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the Battalion Commender of the situatlion over the radio and
asked if E Company counld go afﬁer that platoon, The Battalion
Cormander feplied, Okay, move out, and that he was moving P
Company out too and for G Company to cover the trall,

By this time every man in the battalion knew the aitus-
tion. All of E Gompang took off with the Company Commander and
the Platoon Sergesant from the captured platoon leading,

The enemy had started to the northeast with its prize. As
E Company Commender got wlthin 150-200 yards of them every man
in the company started shouting and shocting. The Germans
started'riring but then left the captured platoon and started
ranning,

In the meantime Company F suceceeded in overrunning the
Germans thet were left ms a covering force and was driving
along the crest of the ridge toward Company E. The enemy stari-
ed surrendering and some of them gave up thaﬁ could have gotten
away. |
. E Company Commander had given the order to run all the
Goermans down but the Battalion Commanding Officer came up with
Company F Commander and ordered Company E to get back on the
trall, _

 The unfortunate platoon leader was thoroughly oriented
by his Compsny and Battalion Gommanders. S5O prisoners were
captured, mostly by F Company snd they were used to carry
wounded men back to the rear, Thirty of the onemy were killed
and Compenles E snd F had twenty-one casualties,

The battalion moved out again snd crossed the north side
of M, MARINO. The %trail that Regiment bad taken was hard te
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follow, There were no markings and meny tralls look alike.

Rogiment had set up & radic relay station of four men o
on‘l(. MARINO and this station had gone off the alr earlier
in the mornihg. Their last words_' were that they were surrounﬁ-
ed, F Company found thres of the teams bodies but the radic
and the cother man were misasing.

Regimental rear sent the battalion a message that five
companlies of Germans were moving to M. MARIKO from the south
west and alsc that the 24 Battallon had the misslon of pro-
tecting the regimental supply route as well as pushing to
ROCCASECCA. Also that the .Battalion was golng too slow,

- Although not the highest feature around, M. MARINO was
the most importent in this area. Especially with five com-
panies of Germans moving toward 1it,

Company F was ordered to go into positions on M. MARINO.

Hegimental rear then redlced that the message rogarding
the five companles wss incorrect, and that they were sending
up a 90 mule train for regiment, ' _ ’

The battalion left Company F on M. MARTNO to protect the
trall. They were instructed to put out patrols along the
trall., The contact points were to be decided by the company.
The battalion the:i moved out slong the trall toward M, SPORAGO.

(See Map C) The trail ran slong the east slope of a long ridge
| that went up to M. SPORAGO.

About mid-afternoon the 90 mule pack train from the rear
started sround M. MARINO snd was embushed. Compeny F was not
in position to prevent 1%, but quiekly ¢sme to thelr sid., The
mule trsin had not token the same trail g/f the battalion and
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had gone some 700 to 800 yards to the north of M. HARINC. The
battalion ecolumn could see this actlon from across the valley
but were over 2000 yerds from it. Machine guns were get up
and fired ascross the valley without results,

Company F capturad ten of the smbush party and found that
they were from AMASENO snd hsd the mission ofldccupying " 18
MARINO. They seld that they had thirty men in their ¢ ompany
and also they did not know the 2nd Battelion was on the trail.

The battalion was 1n good position to stay for the night.,
The battalion mules were put in the middle of the battalion
ares and a.perimeter defense was set up.

A Lieutonant giat was bringing wp the ambushed train was
given help in trying to salvage some of the supplies. The mule
skinners had run off during the ambush 2nd only e few of them
could be found. The Germans had shot most of the rles, and

fow of the ratlons were'found.

During the night a message wsas received from the regimental

rear ccammand post, relayed through Company F, directing the
battallion to contact the Bsth ﬁivision that was coming up on
the left., This was done over the 3CR 300 radio and the Bat-
tallon Commandsr found that the 339th Infsmiry had gained
SONNINO that day. (See Map C)

THIRD DAY ON THE TRAIL

At dawn on the 24th, with Company G leading the battslion
column moved over M, SPARAGO, The dally smbush was hlt by the
leading man in the column. This time the enemy's positien was
woll chozen and in a saeddle.
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Captain Roeder, G Company Commender, lead a platoon up
over the top of a hill so that he could fire down on the
enemy, This was a slow way to attack the position but it was
folt that fewer casualtica wou;d be suffered.

It tock @ Company over an hour to break through and cap-
ture 17 and kill two. G Qompany suffered Pive casualties,
three of them litter camses. As the battalion had no more
stretchers with 1%, poles were cut, litters improvised, and
- the POW's were used to carry the wounded back the long trail
to the rear,

qupany'E was ordered to leave one reinforced platoon on
M. SPARAGO, Their mission was to protect the trail and con-
tact Company F by patrols. A SCR 300 radio was left with them,

The battalion moved without further contact with the
enenty to M, ALTC. Another E Company platoon was left on
'MONTICEHIO, The battalion spent the night of the 24th on
M. ALTO.

THE FOURTH DAY

Barly on the morning of the 25th the battalion moved out
toward ROCCASECCA, The last rifle platoon of E Company, a
sectlon df mechine guns and E Company Headguarters were left
on M, ALT0. They slsc were given the mission of protecting

the trail.
The trail was down hill to the town and the battalion
AY .

columm was mmeh shorter. It moved rapidlj snd soon econtasted
olements of the 3d Battalion which garrisoned the high ground
overloecking ROCCASEGGA, |
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The Battalion CGﬁmander and 8-3 reported to the Regimental
Commander and he asked them why they let a few snipers held
thenm wp, |

Summary of this sction: The 24 Battelion, 350th Infentry
falled to make thp trip with the rest of the regiment because
of 1té first day's sction, But the enaﬁy had expectad the
main attack to move through this position. (34) While the
2d Battelion was hitting this enemy strong polnt the rest of
ﬁhe reglment was able to move to the objective, |

When Battalion Héadquartera end Company @ finally reached
ROCCASECCA amd the word wes sent back along the trail te Com-
penles E and F, the entire battallon felt that it had done a
good job, |

The battalion had 19 killed and 69 casuélties -- 7 of
them officers. They hed captured 198 Germsns and actually
counted 72 killed,

The 24 Battalion waes accused of heiﬁg held up by snipers
but 1t wes generslly considered a good Job after the facis
were known, . |

The battalion had moved with both flanks open, no artil-
lery support and dally contact with the eremy,

G Company Commeander end s Company F Platoon Sergeant were
later awsrded the Congressionsl Medal of Honor for other ac-

i ——
tions,

Five months later this battalion held M. BATTAGLIA (not

shown on Map) for several days against difficult odds., ¥For
lwhic.h action 1t received the Distinguished Unit Citatlon.

[34) Torsonal knowiedgs: POW, 21 Hey 1944
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1. ACTICNS OF THE REGIMENTAL AND BATTALION COMMANDERS

Whenever contact was galned with the enemy the Battalion
fi
Sommender moved to the scene to G:ﬁéwan estimate of the situa-

-tlon, A& soon as he committed his companles, he assisted the

front line leaders in controlling thelr units.

The Regimental Commander with the light tamk was &
ggggpuunaag factor in the fight on 21 Msy. Since three of B
Companies plafoon leaders were wounded, the Regimentel and
Battalion Commanders greatly sssisted E Company Commander in

1aading his company through the assault,

- 2. PLATOON LEADERS MUST LEAD

As evidenced by the fact that six platoon leaders were
wounded on 21 Msy, the platoon leaders hed a difficult job in
moving théir units. E end @ Company Commanders always took
the lead. Also thelr platoon leaders moved out in front of
thelr ﬁlatuons. This wes probably not unigue to this organiza-
tion but in the mountsains, the men could conveniently find
cover and this made the job of the platoon lesder much harder.
Once the men started moving and firing, the leaders job was

mostly control,

3. COMMITTMENT OF SUPPORT AND RESERVES

On esch encounter with the enemy, support platoons or
reserves had to be used. The guicker these units went lntbo

action, the better the reswlts. On tha'zlst ths.enamy was not

" gset for both Company G from the west and Company E from the
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south. Although there was no fire fight, Company G Com-
mander would not have captured the cbservation group on the
22d unless he had not moved a platoon immediately, On M. CALVO
there was some delay in commltting a reserve. Then when 1t

was used 1t was toe small, Only through the aggressivoness

of E Company Commsander wes the platoon 2saved and the fight

won. On M. SPARAGO, G Company Commeander personally led his

flanking force and mopped up the resistance.
4, SUPPLY

The Battalicn Commsnder dld not want to put a mmle train
in the column but was afreid that he toe would get cut off
from the rear. The uncertalnty of the situation made it im-
perative that the battalion be able to opsrate without resupply

for at least 48 hours,

5. MARKING OF TRAILS

Had the 24 Battallion clearly marked the trail, the am-
bush of the pack train might have been avolded. Regiment was
supposed to mark the route they used but falled to do so,

Many of the tralls looked alike and some of them fail to show
or were luncorrect on the maps. The battsllon dld not have any

white tapé and no other means was improvised.
6., TERRAIN EVALUATION

The battslion cormitted a grave error in neglecting to
secure the high ground before they trled to pass through S.
BAIGIC VALLEY, Even though there wes no contact with the
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enemy, the battalion should have made certain that the enemy
had not set up an embush, This should be done without hold-
ing up tha_battalion'column. Company F falled to secure the
long approsch from the northeast onm M. CALVO before the bat-
tallon moved across the mountain,

As it was 1mpﬁacticable to oovér the crests of all the
mountains, the battalion checked only those éver,which it

passed,
7. GOMMUNICATIONS

The SCR 590 radios opersted very effectively. They had
to be moved arcund gulte often for better reception., Due to
thelr weight, operators weould take turns in carrying them. If
the battalion haed not brought a sufficlent supply of battaéias
they would have been without w mmunication. The SCR 536 radios
were not used very mich. The plaetoons relied on:ﬁessengors

during most of the operation.

8. OUT-GUESSIKG THE ENEMY

The 2nd‘Battalion walked into a well plsnned position on
the 21st of Msy. On M. CALVO the leading company was capght
in a bad position. On the 23rd the ambush was located ‘n'Fy the
leading men in the column as the Battalion formed on th&
trail, There was practically no wsy to dlsclose the ena&y‘s
position other then walking into it.

LESSONS

1. The presence of the Regimental or Battalion Com~
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mender in the thick of & fight will greatly inspirs treops
and &ssist the front line leader in c¢losing wlth the enemy.

2+ In mounteln fighting, wﬁere thsre is ample cover,
company commenders and platoon lesflers must ﬁhyaically_lead
to the objectives.

5, When moving in a column through the mountalns, speed
is of the utmost importance when committing support and re-
serves,

4, In order to keep moving and be effective in the moun-
tains, supply problems mmat be antieipétad snd sqggiigg_{a:

5. When operating over mounfain tralls, estebllished
communlecation and supply routes must be plalinly marked,

6, In clearing routes over mountain terraln, speciel
attention must be given to approaches that the enemy csan use .
to attack the trail as well as to commarding high ground,

7. In attacking over extended dilstances and rough ter-
rain, radio mst be relled upon as primary communications.

8., Although it was poor practise to disclose an.ambush
by hitting it head on, there was practically no other method
in this type operatlon.
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