
Eli. 9 E T O 3 Y  

:L Dec. 19u. -a-VanaFt, Itaid Un. sti l l  occu~y ing  defensive. f r o n t  l i n e  
posi t ions,  near K t .  r'ano, i n  toe  Appenines vdth the  B;i. CP re- 
 mining at 951307, I t h l y  1:25 ,COO, Sheet M I1 SE, Pianoro. 

. . The En. Cmdr. and 3>ec. Officer  went on an inspection of a l l  
companies fro31 0965 hours till 1515 hours with the  Bn. 5-2 a t  

: t h e  r i f l e  comnpanies from 0965 till 1615 hours .planning proposed 
pa t ro l s .  ITeavy eneny a r t i l l e r y  $nd mortar f i r e  i n  Bn. a rea  from 
'18W t o  2000hours. Reconnaissance pa t ro l  on rip;ht s ide of Dtt. 
Fano ac t ive  from 1900 till 0330 hours t h e  follovdng morniw in- 
ves t iga t ing  the possibility of mines on t r a i l  near 955325. Ab- 
s.ence of mines reported, which wau expected as herd of c a t t l e  
was noted grzzing ?eacefu.lly over the  area; A t  1930 hours a 
second p a t r o l  on ti!* l e f t  side of !a. Fano reconnoitered area 

- ,  of Casa CtiiLli. Returning a t  2230 hours repor t  uvzs received 
%hat a mule t r a i n  of three  mules was observed leaving Casa C h i l l i  
t o  Grbega -topping at Orbega outpost 50 yards fromhouse. 

2 Dec. 19dc. '  Casa Vaga$,-, I t s l y .  Bn. occupyiw p s i t i o n s  of p-evious day; Tile 

; .  B r l .  Cmdr. made ari inspect ion .tour of Lhr companies from 1365 
hours t i l l 1 7 0 0  hours. Pa t ro l s  act ive.  One pa t ro l  of 1 N.C.O. 

, and 3 Pvts. of Cs. "C" assigned mission t o  r e c o q i t e r  route t o  
Col l ina  (958317) north to95 9329. Pa t ro l  'arr ived a t  draw a t  
960327 and returned, report ing route impract ical  as necess i ta t -  
ing wadin!: through water waist  deep, encountering 1 0  foot  water- 
f a l l s ,  tvith both s ides  of draw too s teep  and brushy t o  proceed 
along bank. ik second pat ro l ,  Co. "A", consist ing of 1 Officer  ' 
and 1 0  l5. i . ,  ac t ive  on mission t o  reconnoiter t o  Ca Colombara 
(95753265) thence t o  houses a t  956529, re turn ing  by way of 
houses a t  955327 if necessary, and t o  a sce r t a in  s trength of en- 
erqy and t o  e f f e c t  the  capture of a prisoner i f  possible.  Pa t ro l  
returned a t  0215 hours tile followini: morning. Pa t ro l  reported 
having entered house a t  955325 and observed. All beine quiet ,  
pa t ro l  moved on t o  Ca Colonbara, ground being very T la t  and very 
-expsed,  ar:d noticed ifiovement outside of house. Noises indica- 
t ed  r o l i i n g  of water o r  gas cans and persons .slopping throush 
mud or1 the  t r a i l .  Continuing toward houses at  955327 pa t ro l  ob- 
served f l a s h  of li.@it indica t ing  pi-sort leavinz  l i s h t e d  room 
tllroush drawn black-out curtciin. Terrain a l s o  f l a t  and exposed. 
-Pinding d r a m  .not as  deep a s  exp.-cted p a t r o l  returned t o  houses 
s e t  up on c o l r m ? . n d ~  ,?rourid a t  954326. Houses were not 'en tered  
but  revealed no-thing of a suspicious nature. Self-propelled ~ u n  
heard f i r i n g ,  believed. t o  be-on Iit .  li1.1nat0, but  f l a s h  not. observed. 
On r e tu rn  .to u n i t  ,patrol  was mortared on t r a i l  with no casual- 
t i e s .  F a t r o l  g ~ i n e i .  ~ror-king knowlecige of t e r r a i n  wd  reported .. knportance of taldng housds at  951r-326 because of t h e i r  c o m n d i n g  
position. 

www.MtMestas.com



* 
REPRODUCED ATTHE NATIONAL ARWNE8 

ii. / h L N A m  m l e ~ i ) j  
3 Doc. 1 9 u :  Casa Vaaae. Itt-.ly. KO change in dispos i t ion  i,- L 

a r t i l l e r y  very l i g h t .  Colnbat na t ro l  of 1 Of: ,.- ,, ,. -25. $'? 

l e f t  "BIT Co. a t  1800 hours t o  c l ea r  house and take prisoners 
at  Pizzano 95053255. Pat ro l  managed t o  i n f i l i t r a t e  enemy 
l i n e s  t o  posi t ion behind houses assigned them. Detection of 
pa t ro l  resul ted  i n  heavy raortar f i r e  through $vhich pa t ro l  con- 
t i n u e d  t o  advance t o  within 50 yards of house. Observing f i v e  
of eneuv near house and t ~ . m  e n e g  machine guns on high ground 
ground in posi t ion  t o  de l ive r  e f fec t ive  grazing f i r e  on group 
pa t ro l  l eader  decided coni..inuing mission t o  take prisoner 
would necess i ta te  an assau l t  and prove too  cos t ly  a venture. 
Fa t ro l  withdrew r e t ~ ~ ~ n i n g  by d i f fe ren t  roilte, and arr ived a t  
Bn. at  2100 hours. This day completed one year of ovprseas 
service f o r  t h e  Bn. 

l, &c. 1 9 a .  Czsz Va~ae .  Italy, S ta tus  of 3n. unchanged. Action l j l - i ted 
t o  pa t ro l  a c t i v i t y .  Pat ro l  of 1 Officer and 1 2  L. L<. from "A" 
Co. went on rnission - object ambush supply t r a i n .  Anticipating 
e n e m  pa t ro l  hittj .ng i t ' s  r e a r ,  a t  t r a i l  junction Xeading t o  
enengr occupied dwellings, B. A. R. teamwas posted t o  cover 
t h e i r  r e t i r n .  Xvents proved plar!ning we l l  taken. Enem get- 
t i n g  behind p a t r o l  resul ted  i n  a f i r e  f i g h t  with B. A. R. team 
being very el"fect,ive Xne-qr discharged f l a r e s  causing' pa t ro l  
t o  seekconcealment i n  nearby wooded area. Pat ro l ,  l e s s  2 E.X. 

, (missing) and EI. A. 3. tearn made m y  back t o  Rn. and had mortar 
f i r e  d i rec ted  on s i t e  o f f i r e f i g h t  forcinf:,B. A, R. team t o  
seek s h e l t e r  i n  an abandoned e n e w  d-ugout. During the  night  
both missing men returned from the  wt ro l .~v i thou t  having any- 
t h ing  t o  renor t  on the B. A. R.  teclm's whereabouts. One of the 
enem walked i n t o  Company "A" CP shor t ly  a f t e r  the f i r e f i g h t  
inrmediately being 1nad.e a prisoner. The B. 8.  R. team, deciding 
not t o  chance being f i r e d  upon by t h e i r  own troops, ~ a i t e d  till 
day l i eh t  and returned ?vithout dan.qer of being taken f o r  hos t i l e  
troops. Result of i ' i re f izht  unkno;*m outside of prohibi t ing 
completion of ambush niss ion  but ,  frorn questioning prisoner, it 
was believed one of enem was k i i l e d  du.ring the skirmish. 

5 Dec. 1 V l J . .  Casa Va:<&e. Italv-. Bn. d ispos i t ion  sane as previous day. Ene- 
JV a r t i l l e r y  negligible.  Ten m n  ambush pa t ro l  on mission down 
draw west of Casa Fra t o  960323 from 1700 t o  0030 hours t o  
block route  of expected enemy patrol .  Pa t ro l  returned without 
having made contact -:vith enerrgr. E:nemy counterattack broken up 

'by "BI' Co. m6rtars a t  2200 hours. 

6 Dec. 19WL. Casa Vagae . Italy. Bn. s t a t u s  unchanged. Ene~lg. she l l ine  very 
l i g h t .  Pa t ro l  of 1 N. C .  0. and 9 Pvts. on ~ilission t o  recon- 
no i t e r  t e r r a i n  t o  956327, sezirching 01 houses and' take a pris-  
oner i f  possible. . P a t r o l  ~msuccessful .  Coughing end fumbling 

* made p a t r o l  ineffect ive causinz i t ' s  re turn  a t  2140 hours with 
repor t  'of.  having hear6 vchicle t o  l e f t  f ron t  (northwest) and 
enenly f i r i n g  from rig;h.t, froni diracti.on of Parrochia. lin~nnr : 
a r t i l l e r y  m d  mortar f i r e  experi~nccci from 2230 t o  2330 hows.  
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7 Dec. l9Gh. Casa Vagae. 1tdly. Bn. st i l l  holding d e f e n s i ~ ? - ' - ~ . - ~ - ~  . ... . , . . & Appenines. The Bn. C~ndr. went on an inspection tour .of the com- 
panies from 1030 tal 1240 hours. During his  absence the Regi- 
mental Cmdr.. v is i ted the Un. CP from l l00  till l l 4 C  hours. Gen- 
e ra l  Sherman, the As2iistan-L Dj.vision Cormnander, visi ted the En. 

. .- CP from 1110 hours till l3hO hours. K t  1505 hours the 2nd Bn. 
. - C x d r .  sto2ped a t  the Bn. CP and l e f t  with Lt. Col. Deshon t o  

check on positions. "GI' Co. reconnaissance patrol  of 1 fl. C. 0. 
. . and 3 Pvts. on. ndssion .Lo 955331, leaving a t  1800 hours. 3n- 

countering large group of e n e q ,  patrol endeavoured t o  withdraw 
and c i rc le  the e9e.v but was discovered rind f i red upon from Ca 
Colombara and was forced t o  withdraw, returning a t  0135 hours 
intact .  Eneqy a r t i l l e r y  and m r t a r  f i r e  heavy durink night. 

'9 Dec. 19l+li. Fi-tto, Itah. Bn. occupying entrenched positions ,on front 
. l i ne s  i n  the  Appenines sche6uled to  be lJelieved by the 2nd En. 

and go in to  Rey,imental reserve. Relief effected of flAlt ,  "BlI, 

and r1CM co~npanies a t  2230,' 2300, and 2140 hours respectively with 
Heavy Weapons being relieved a t  2000 hours. Heavy Weapons and 

. . Bn. Hq. comp-anies made night rmrch t o  assembly area and bivouaced 
. . i n  Fiumetto during night with r i f l e  companies arriving the follow- 

ing morning. '~ 

9 Dec. 19I.A. Fiumetto, Italy. Bn. CP s e t  up a t  93002635, I t a ly  1:25,'000, Sheet 
98 I NF; Monterenaio. Rif le  co~npanies arrived and went into  biv- 
ouac a t  a ~ p r o ~ t e l y  0500 hours,. the Bn. being i n  Regimental re- 
serve engaged i n  supervised r e s t  and i n  care and cleaning of e- 
quipment. Ifi the forenoon the .isst. Division Cmdr., Gen. Sherman, 
vis i ted the En. CP staying from 0820 to  0915 hours, with Col. Fry. 

. . vis i t ing the CP f romu25  till 1510 hours i n  the afternoon. Af- 
t e r  repeated ene.q shelling one ro& made direct  h i t  on the En, 
CP causing one casualty. 

, ~ Z . , *  

10Dec. 1 9 u .  Fiumetto., Italy.. Bn. i n  regimental reserve observed thesabbath 
with religious cervices.: Day was ut i l ized i n  continued care and 
cleaning of esquipnent, taking of showers, and,training'in pre- 
parations for  range firirig. and squad and platoon proble~s .  D u r -  

' . :ing the day Piajor Hollmd assumed c o m n d  of the Bn. riel. V.OCO. 
Heavy enemy .art i l lery:  f i r e  f e l l  i n  Bn. area a t  apro;:imately. 
la5 hours., . 

., . . , 

11 Dec. 1 9 u .  Fiumetto. I t a ly .  ' No change i n  Bn. si tuation.  During the mrning  
both Iiajor Holland and hiajor Jones went on reconnaissance. A t  

. . . . 1030 hours Col. Fry v i s i ted  the CP for  5 minutes. A t  3345 hours. 
the an. Cn~dr. l e f t t h e  CP t o  meet Col. Fry a t  "C" Co. t o  make a 
medal presentation t o  an enlisted man, both returning t o  the CP 
a t W O  hours and Col. Fry staying until  1455 hours. Bn. con- 
tinued l i gh t  training scheciule and taldng o f  showers. 

1 2  ~ e c .  l9/+4. .Fitmetto, I taly.  Bn. s t i l l . i n  Regtl. reserve bivouaced a t  Fiu- 
metto, , I ta ly ,  engaged i n  l i gh t  train*' and i n  small arms rang6 
f i r .  Companies curtailed training t o  the extent of permitting 
digging i n  caused by constant e n e q  a r t i l l e ry  barrages i n  Bn. 
s ec to r .  A t  l425 Col. Fry vis i ted the En. CP till 1510 hqurs.. , . 

Bneny a r t i l l e r y  comparatively apii:t during day. 

- 3 -  

*w . 
. . 

. . 
. . 
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13 Dec. 19Lh. 

. , 

B 54 Dec. 19U. 

1 5  Dec. ' l 9 U .  

. 1 h z ~ ~ f l A  ~215-3!'tf. 
Fiurretto. Itslv. No chanhe i n  disposition ,,.,,,,,,--.-A 
followed a l i a h t  t ra inine scl~eaule, taldnw -- ,.-,,,,, ana 

,! ' 1 

digging in ,  bf ter  a day-of comparative ?Get  the enemy un- 
leashed a heavy a r t i l l e r y  barrage a t  noon i n  the Rn. sector 
scoring h i t  and casualties on "B" Co. Bn. enlarged on dig- 
ging-in pro&rwfi a s  precaution against further damage. Col, 
Pry v i s i ted  the Bn. CP a t  1430 hours for  5 minutes 

Fiumetto, I taly.  Bn. s ta tus  unchanged. Light enemy a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  received a t  0800 hours vfithout damage being inf l ic ted.  
~t 0920 hours Gen. Kendall v is i ted t.he l3n. CP for  5 minutes. 
Companies continued taking showers, digging in ,  and training 
in Co. areas. At1700 hours the Bri. Cmdr. led an advance 
group t o  the f ront  l i n e s  i n  prepayation of scheduled Bn. move. 
the f ollowin,~ day iio relieve the 3rd Bn. 

Casa Rocca, I ta ly .  Bn. still  i n  regimental reserve a t  Fiu- 
metto, I t a ly .  Enemy a r t i l l e r y  comparatively qiuiet during day 
with compmies mmkiqg preparation t o  move forward and take 
over positions of 3rd En. on front l ines.  a t  1600 hours the 
Regtl. Cmdr. m?Ae a br ief  v i s i t  to the En. CP. A t  1800 hours 
the Bn. moved out and effected re l ie f  of the 3rd Bn. on the 
following schedule set t ing up CP1s as  follows: 
Left  area Relief Complete 

1800 Bn. Hq. & H:<. Co.-Casz Rocca 93353078 
18115 . Co. "C"- Vic. Casa.de Gusi 91&53185 

18115 
2145 

1910 Co . "BU- Casa de i  liarchetti 93353165 2145 
~2000  Co. Casa dei  Sanadini 8053100 2300 
2030 Co. "A1!- Casa Spettra 93383120 a 0  

I t a l y  1:25,000, Sheet 87 11 SX, Pianoro 

Casa Hocca. I taly.  No change i n  Bn. si tuation.  Lt. Col. 
Cochran a t  13c. CP fwr short v i s i t  a t  0930 hours. A t  0935 
hours k j o r  Holland, accorxpanied.by L t .  Bendixen and L t .  
ECozingo, l e f t  for llA.ll and "C1' companies respectively, return- 
ing to  the Brl. CP a t  1515 hours. 'l'wo enem aid men tt4ken pris- 
oner by ."Cn Co. a t  1 0 0  hours but, as KWls were held by for- 
ward platoon, enelw could not be sent t o  rear  till darkness 
had fallen. k t  1845 hours, bLajor Holland again l e f t  CP on a 
v i s i t  to "B1' Co. returninfj a t  2330 hours t h a t  night. Recon-. 
naissance patrol  of 1 O f f .  arid 7 7.M. from "Al1.Co. l e f t  on 
n6ssion a t .  1930 hours by route of Ca di Razzone, forded 
stream at bridge, skirted h i l l  t o  gully, down creek to hcuse 
at  93732.4 and returned same wdy. Reaching objec.tive a t  2100 
hours pa t ro l  observed t i l l2245 hours noticing25 rounds of 
mortar f a l l  on 9373% and enenly 1s f i r ing  i n  vic ini ty  lu';:' of 
house. Patrol returned a t  2315 hours reporting no enemy ac- 
t i v i t y  i n  houses, along route. 

Casa Rocca, 1tiI.v. Bn. holding same positions of previous 
day. Cajor Holland l c f t  CP a t  09110 haurs t o  meet Gol. Fry 
a t  "All Co. for  tour of companies, the AIL. Cmdr . returning a t  - - 
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17 I>PF.. lQl,J1. Cont.. 1200 hours.' A t  WL5' hours the Bn. C. , I  >=RAM Dd-----. 

L .--.-------- ----..A wning a t  17C - 

fin. Crdr. sta:png overfiight a t  "C" Go. CP. Patrol. of 1 Off .  
and 7 1,:. U. l e f t  on patrol from "B" CO. a t  1800 hours on ncission 
t o  establish listerling post and t o  check houses along route. 
Patrol  proceeded t o  951328, a f te r  examining houses a t  937323 

., 
~ L t h  no untoward developnents, and established l istening post 
from 2000 t o  2100 hours. Patrol  moved and s e t  up l is tening 
p o s t  a t  951329 from 2100 to  2200 hours and obsenred signs of 
enew ac t iv i ty .  Une s n e w  observed leaving house and proceediri 
toward road i n  ad.dition to noticing l i gh t  i n  house on three 
d i s t inc t  occasions, presumably from being caused by a black-out 
curtab beii~r, dravrn. Further observation revealed an occupied 
enerrg. nrachine gun position a t  935532'75 which f i red appmxirnately - 

four be l t s  while outpost vras establ.istied. Uespite numersus wires 
i n  vic ini ty  investigation revealed no indication of booby traps.  
Patrol, having a.ccomplished mission, returned a t  2315 hours. 

18 Uec. i9u. Casa Rocca. I ta lv .  Rn. st i l l  occupying front  l i ne  defensive 
positions i n  the Appenines. A t  1Ut0 hours i!ajor Holland re- 
turned t o  Dn. CP a f t e r  haviny: stayed overni::ht a t  "CU Co. Re- 
connaissance patrol  of 1 uff. and 3 Pvts. from "C" Co. l e f t  a t  
1700 hours with mission t o  recorioiter  t r a i l  fronl Nose House 
(94&323) to  'boot i n  road. (94J-329) and t o  establish a l is tening 
post for  one hot& near Ca Mcrla (939328) f o r  observation of 

' enew activcty. Fatro1,observed 120 mortar f i r i ng  from 94232G 
which position was l a t e r  under f i r e  from our a r t i l l e ry .  Be% 
silhouetted by enemy f l a r e  near top of draw, leading from Nose 
nouse to  road, e n q  nrachine gun opened f i r e  from 9&l329 i n  
building near boot i n  road. Despite. run having an excellent 
f i e l d  of f i r e  draw to  L!ose House no casualties resulted. Pa- 
t r o l  found f a i r  t r a i l  down draw t o  road arriving a t  building 
a t  94013280. Trail  reported t o  be narrow, suited fop  single 
f i l e  only, but covered by high banks on ei ther  side a b o ~ ~ t  half 
way t o  c'est of ridge; uuring move eneqy rnachine pis tols  clir- 
ected on wtro!. - one from vicini ty  of 940327 and one from 
house, near boot of road, a t  941329. mortar.fired one 
round from vicirlity of 93B31 wtth unknown resul ts .  Patrol  
proceeded t o  point naar Casa ?herla, a t  94053270, and estab- 
l ished l is tening yost for 1 1/2 hours, detectinf: no movement 
or  sign of enemy act ivi ty ,  returning, upon completion -of mis- 
sion, by same route vrithout incidect. 

X 9  ilec. 19LLc. ~ a s a  iiocca. I taly.  Bi:. disposition unchanged. A t  1025 hours 
i:a.ior Iiolland and if&.ior Jones l e f t  the Bn, CP for check on - - 
con~panies with j!n.Jor JOneS returning a t  1350 hours and Ziajor 
Holland returning a t  1425 hours. 'The Division Co~mander, Lien. 
tiendall, pa id  a v i s i t  t o  the .Bri. C? fron! 1355 till lWb5 hours 
and discussed pertinent m t t e r s  w i t h  the Bn. officers. Patrols 
again 'active '&.'th "A" Cc. sunding 1 Off. and 5 14. C. 0. I s  on a 
reconnaissance patrol froi:~ 1730 hours t i l l  0200 hours the ' fol-  
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19 !lei. 19 l&.*~on t .  lovring morning. While proceeding .. .- .., .- 

thk boot, p a t r o l  heard noises o f  people moving i n - v i c i n i i i .  Ob- 
serving fur ther ,  pa t ro l  locctcd enem machine gun a t  pint re- 
portedly "zeroed in1' by our mortars. Upon observation, however, 
it was observed our rmrtars  were fn l l i i lg  apj>roxim.ately 200 yards 
shor t .  Having reconnoitered a route out  pa t ro l  proceeded t o  re- 

.%-- turn  report ing enemy concentrated a mortar barrage on -territory 
pa t ro l  had j u s t  l e f t .  No fu r the r  incident  reported. ijhile pa- 

.,: t r o l  a c t i v i t y  was i n p r o g r e s s  Major Holland and Lt. Boatner l e f t  
n .  at 1955 hcurs on v i s i t  t o  "B" Co. returning a t  2140 hours. 

20 Dec. 194L. Casa Hocca. I t a ly .  nn. disposi t ion '  unchanged. Llajor Holland 
l e f t  Bn. a t  0955 hours and returned a t  1110 hours a f t e r  mak& R 

' 

spot inspection of "Bit Co. )it 1800 hours 16ajors Fioolland again 
lef t ,  fo r  I1B" Co., it affording him a b e t t e r  opportunity t o  follow 
proEress of the  combat p a t r o l  planned f o r  thx t  night. l1At1 Co. 
combat pa t ro l  of 1 Officer and 30 E. J.:. l e f t  company a t  1815 hours 
with mission t o  c l e a r  house a t  coordinates 943327. From 2015 
h o u r s t i l l  2&5 hcurs Bn. a l e r t ed  t o  wossible eneqy paratroop ac- 

. . t i v i t y  - suspected hos t i l e  act ion not  materializing. Pat ro l  
stopping a t  "B" Cots .  north outpost was inSormed of sourids heard 
i n  f i e l d  t o  l e f t  of road indicated enemy rmchine gun being s e t  up. 
Patr:ol proceeded but  drew no f z r e ,  learning l a t e r  t h a t  suspected 
machine gun had. been viithdra~vn. Continuing on road till r i v e r  had 
been waded, pa t ro l  headed f o r  high ground i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of 
944325 and pro'ceeded t o  objective a t  94.3327 receiving no e n e q  f i r e  
but  observing a 50 ca l .  machine gun f i r i n g  from v i c i n i t y  of 935328. 
Reaching coordinates 9W53275, enem observgd on s b l i n e  smoldng 
c iga re t t e  v i t h  another eneqy sold ier  approximately 50 yards t o  pa- 

t r o l ~ s  right,  flank. Considerable amoumt of ~mvement and noise t o  
p a t r o l ' s  f r o n t  and both f lanks was heard but noone opened fi.re. 

.?.S. 
Withdrawing t o  94203265 a t  approximately 0215 hours from which 
point the  pa t ro l  leader  cal led forb mortar f i r e  on objective and 
v ic in i ty .  Heta l ia t ion  by e n e q  i n  general area of pa t ro l  indica- 
ted  knowledge of presence o f  pa t ro l .  Pa t ro l  returnee! t o  131. be- 
ing harassed by a r t i l i - e r y  f i r e  and f l a res .  On return, ,  patrol. re- 

, ported an enew machine gun, thought t.o be a 34 accord.@ t o  cy- 
c l i c  r a t e  of f i r e ,  i n  v ic in i ty  of 945329. r+o casua l t i e s  were in-  
f l i c t e d  on p2t ro l  which returned from mission a t  0330 hours. - '  

21 uec. 19U. Casa Rocca, Italy. fin. occupied n o s i t i o n s o f  previous day. A r t i l - '  
l e r y  exchanges i r r egu la r  with a c t i v i t y  l b u t e i ,  -to pa t ro l  functions. 
Having spent the .greater par t  of night  at "B11 CCY. checking on pa- 
t r o l ,  Bn. Cndr. returned t o  the Bn. CP at  approximately 0515 hours. 
A t  1505  hours the Uc. C m d r .  arid kin. S-3 l e f t  the CP with Ma,jor 
noiland r e t u r n i w ' a t  1700 hoursand 1,t. Boatner staying overnight 
a t  "Cil Company. A t  1730 hours a . r e c o n n a i s s ~ c e  and ambush pat ro l  
of 1 v f f i c e r  and 7 f i t s .  from "Bt1 Co. on mission t o  941329 t o  make 
note of a l l  e n e w  a c t i v i t y  i n  area  and t o  ambush any enemy pat ro l  
contacted. P:itrol returned a t  2335 hours without making coqtact 

. bu t  locat ing,  by sound, a heavy machine gun, l i g h t  machine gun, 
and nortar insv ic in i ty  of draw.937327 i~nd l i g h t i n  house a t  942329,. 
together  ~ L t h  l i g h t  f lashes  i n  houses i n  Ca Merla 939327. &While 
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21 uec. 194%. Cont. pa t ro l  was on mission, companies ~ ~ A I I  -'----"'"---' - 4, 

exchange of respective conpany posi t ions between the ho. ,~s  of 
1800 and 2100 hours a t  which t i n e  llk" Co. took up f r o n t  Line p- 
s i t i o n s  and "B" Co. went i n t o  Bn. reserve. 

22 Uec. 1944. Casa Hocca, 1taI.y. Bn. s i tua t ion  unchanged. A t  0840 hours the 
. . .+ nn. C m d r .  took Lt.  Bair, a newly assigned o f f i ce r .  t o  Co. "C" 

with idajor Holland ~nalring an inspection of the companies and 

V 
re turning t o  the  BIL.. . i;P a t  1450 hours. Shortky a f t e r  the noon 
hour, Lt. Boatner returned t o  Bn., having passed the  night  a t  
Go. "Crl  CF. k t  1445 hours the  Bn. was a le r t ed  t o  a c t i v i t y  of 
four  enemy planes over sector,  ehenv a i r c r a f t  leaving area for  
other  p a r t s  of the front .  m J o r  Holland and the Bn. 5-2 l e f t  
Bn. at  1800 hours f o r  "Ar1 Co. t.0 be!,ter fo.110~ progress of the 
p a t r o l  scheduled f o r  that evacing. A combat pa t ro l  f ron  "A" 
Co. l e f t  on i,ussion at aidnight  f o r  Pizzano (937324) where, on 
a r r i v a l ,  ~ m ~ c h  activiLy vras heard. Spreading out and rroceeding 

t o  c l ea r  the  north end of the tovm, p a t r o l  shot i n t o  three 
buildings from which indistinguishable sounds emanated alld. 
f lushed out three of eneqy !vho made good t h e i r  attempted ss- 
cape from capture. Pat ro l  proceeded t o  Ca Kerla but,  being un- 
able t o  regain  contact with the encnv, they returned t o  Bn. 

23 uec. 1944. . Casa Rocca, I t a l y .  No change i n  s t a t u s  of Battalion. "A11 Co. 
p a t r o l  returned from i t s  mission a t  OW5 hours with Kajor Holland 
returning Lo the  Bfi. CP a t  0530 hsurs. A t  0950 hours Col. Fry 
v i s i t e d  the tip till 1040 hours accompanied by Capt. Fingerhut 
and bapt. Sip~pson. The En. Cndr. an& Bn. 5-3 l e f t  the tip f o r  
"B1' and "A" returning a t  1610 h ~ u r s .  :?new a r t i l l e r y  and mor- 
tar f i r e  normal. k t  1 8 0 0 h o w s  one off icnr  and 7 LC. K. on mis- 
s ion  t o  C6 i ie r la  retirming a t  2310 hours, mission being accon- 
pl ished without untoward. incident .  i~t 1630 hours a patrol  of 
1 Officer  and 10 E. ?La l e f t  t o  reconnoiter route from 934312 
along road t o  940329 and t o  invest igate house a t  940329, 9395- 
3295, 94003285, and 939324 and t o  f i s h t  i f  necessary. P a t r o l  
'proceeded t o  footbridge tit 934317, crossed strearn knee deep, 
found way up banlc 100 yards from bridge, moved t o  93403195 and 
continued down road t o  destrpyed bridge a t  936324. idhile fo l -  
lowing road enemy mortar f i r e  f e l i  in v i c i n i t y  vcLt.hout dmage. 
Keaching e point  above Ca Eerla they observed both Casa Eerla 
and objective till 2l00 hours. 310 si&n of e n e q  observed where- 
upon pa t ro l  checked on Ca literla finding no occupants but  blaclc- 
o u t  cur ta in  indicat.ing i ts  recent, use. ConTinuing ,xi.ssion, pa- 
t r o l  discovered two t r i p  wires near house a t  940329 and odor of 
horses o r  rn-ules 3.uite a p p r e n t .  Tracks also indicated presence 
of enemy ,laving inspected b~&lding 94003195 patrol  passed ob- 
ject ive t o  94003305 noticing two strand telephone -:?ire going 
i n t o  b ~ d d i n g  940129. Cbserved from vantage point  till 2.!+05 
hours. ,  KO a c t i v i t y  being in evidence, pa t ro l  returned t o  Co. 
CP. P a r t  of p a t r o l  returned t o  inspect  building a t  939324 but  
found building vacant although indicat ions pointed t o  it having 
been recently occu:jied. 
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24 Dec. 19h.4.: Casa Rocca, I t a h .  Status 3f Rn. iuichanged. ,.----------- L 

and 10 L. h. from "C" Co. relurrred at; 0230 ~ C Y - . ~ .  rrom 1~850 bows +- 

26 Dec. 19U.  

28 Dec. 19&. 

29 Dec. 1 9 4 .  

30 Dec. l9W;. 

t o  1l45 hours %ajar Jones inade t r i p  to  companies with iyajor Hol- 
land v is i t ing  companies from 1305 till 1710 hours arid taking Lt. 
Jones to h i s  new assignment h5th "A" Coinpaqy. A t  1900 hours a 
combat patrol  of 1 Officer cmd 9 '5. X. went on mission t o  patrol  
assigned area, taking prisoner i f  possible and raiding any e n e q  . 
ins ta l la t ion  found. Patrol encounteyed considerable dif f icul ty  
finding satisfactoqy route due to c l i f f  formations and snow. On 
the i r  th i rd  a t teapt  patrol reached Cesa I6erla and investigated 
buildings on both sides of road and reported hearing voices of 
approximately four Germans i n  building on l e f t  side of road a.nd 
a squad i n  larger  building on right of road. 3hile planning an 
attack trvo e n e q  emerged from the larger building .and ran toward 
a macl.!ine gun a t  the north end of nearby stone wall but were 
woGded by the security guard before they could reach t h e i r  gun. 
A c c o ~ i e d  by one E. 3. the off icer  advanced t o  the machine gun 
t o  ascertain the presence of other enem. Discovering tyro Ger- 
mans a t  gun hand grenades ?)Ere throwr~ ki l l ing one German, the 
other being ?vounded by p is to l  f i r e  while trying t o  effect  his  es- 
cape. Being subjected t o  small an= f i ra 'and grenades from 

house patrol  withdrew. Despite wounds baing inf l ic ted on of f icer  
and his private patrol returned intact  a t  0200 hours on Christmas 
Day reporting developments and the fact  that  no new wires were 
.found and old,vdres found on previous . ,a t rol  were s t i l l  in tac t .  

Fiumetto, I ta ly .  Bn. occupied same position of previous day with 
Bn. CP s e t  up a t  Casa Rocca preparing to  bcre l ieved  by the 2nd 
Bn. of .this regiment. i r t  0200 hours patrol  of I1Ct1 Co. returned 
t o  Co. CP u2on conpletion of mission. Col. Fry, the Regtl. C . d r . ,  
v is i ted the CP frola 0815 till 0825 hours and Gen. Kendall rmde , 

v i s i t  froin 1140 till 1148 hours. A t  1900 hours companies i n  pro- 
cess of gett ing relieved and mrch t o  reserve area at8iuietf .o.  
Companies reported being closed i n  at  Fiumetto area a t  2255 hours 
and bivouaoed for  night.' 

Ltontecatini, I taly.  Co~npanies l e f t  l?iwnetto reserve area a t  0515 
hours and marched .two miles t o  rear entrucking for r e s t  area a t  
0745 hours. Bn. mtored 85 miles and arrived. i n  r e s t  area a t  
Uontecatini, I t a ly ,  (407824, I t a ly  1:25,000, Sheet 105 I W?, L k r -  
Piana) a t  1315 hours and s e t  up i n  buildings i n  town f o r  r e s t  and 
l i gh t  training. 

Montecatini. Italy. No change i n  81.. situation. The Asst. Div. 
Cnslr., Gen. Sherman, mitds an inspection of the CP building from 
0920 t o  0930 hours. Br:. followed shower schedule and.r,njoyed ~ ~ 1 1  
deserved relaxation a f t e r  .their tour of f ront  l i n e  duty. . 
Montecatini. I tbly.  .Bn. s i tuation unchanged. Tkoops continued 
talcing shswers folloa3ng lil6h.t trainin6 period in the morning. 
Montecatini. I ta ly .  Bn. st i l l  hivouaced. i n  r e s t  area i n  town of 
Montecatini, I t a ly .  Pollov+g :I l i gh t  d r i l l  schetiule companies 
engaged i n  a Bn. review i n  the morning with troops being Tree i n  
,the afternoon' fa r  well merited r e s t .  

Efontecatini, I taly.  'Br!. bivouaced i n  r e s t  area i n  town received 
notification of nwve~nent orders effective on the nlorrovf - quarter- 
ing party leaving iit 1300 hours for  new area. Receipt of movement 
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.. " . ...% . . . t -  
30 ikc. .19&.  ori it. orders necissitsteted ch .?qe  of 

services - ckmch services being conducte - - A,c P 

l i e u  of Sabbath services. 
.? 

31 Dec. 19U.  Fiumetto. ItnLy. Bn. made move fro= r e s t  area i n  konte- 
cat ini ,  I ta iy ,  by truck motoring 85 miles from1100 hours 
till 1700 hours and rmched two .miles from detrucldm area 

.....- t o  .Fiumetto (93002835, Sheet 98 I tlonterenzio) arriving 
at17L5 hours and going into  reserve for  the 349th P ., 

. , 
beeiment. 

c 
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