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TEIE OPERATIONS OF THE 349TH INFANTRY (88TH IW. DIV.) 
I N  THE CAPTURE OF MONTE RUBQCI, ITALY 15-21 APRIL 1945 

(PO VALLEY CAWAIGN) 
(personal Experience of an Engineer Platoon ~ e a d e r )  

INTRODUCTION 

This monograph covers t h e  operat ions of t h e  349th Infant ry  

Regimental Combat Team i n  t h e  capture of Monte Rumici, I t a l y ,  

from t h e  occupation of i n i t i a l  pos i t ions  on the  l i n e  of departure 

on 12 Apri l  1945, t o  the  now h i s t o r i c  breakthrough i n t o  t h e  Po 

Valley which culminated i n  t h e  u t t e r  de fea t  of the  German Armies 

i n  I t a l y  and t h e i r  consequent surrender.  

In  order  t o  o r i en t  t h e  reader  properly it w i l l  be necessary 

t o  comment b r i e f l y  on the  general  topographic and p o l i t i c a l  composi- 

t i o n  of I t a l y  i t s e l f ,  and a l s o  t o  expla in  t h e  t e r r a i n  conditions 

immediately surrounding t h e  i n i t i a l  b a t t l e f i e l d  on and near the  

mountains of Furcol i  and Monte Rumici, I t a l y .  

The country of I t a l y  occupies t h e  e n t i r e  peninsula t h a t  

s t r e t ches  from the Tyrolean and Austrian Alps southeast i n t o  the  

Mediterranean Sea. On t h e  eas t  i s  the  Adriat ic  Sea, and on the  

south the  Mediterranean Sea. On the  west between the  mainland 

and the  i s l ands  of S i c i l y  and Sardinia i s  the  Tyrrhenian Sea with 

the  Ligurian Sea f a r t h e r  t o  the  north. The Maritime Alps i n  the  

west separa te  I t a l y  from France; the  Swiss Alps i n  t h e  nor th  from 

Switzerland; the  Dolomite Alps from Austr ia ,  and t h e  Carnac and 

Jul ian Alps form the boundary i n  the  e a s t  from Yugoslavia. The 

i n i t i a l  a c t i on  i n  the  f i r s t  phase of t h e  Po Valley Campaign took 

place i n  the  rugged mountains of the  Maritime-Ligurian mass whose 

a l t i t u d e s  vary i n  a continuous mountain chain from th ree  t o  seven 

thousand f e e t .  The l eng th  of the  peninsula i s  seven hundred and 
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s ix ty  miles,  while i n  width i t  does not  exceed one hundred and 

f i f t y  miles. The general  average width of t h i s  peninsula i s  ap- 

proximately one hundred miles.  (1) 

During the  heavy a l l i e d  offensives i n  t h e  west beginning 

with the  landings on the  beaches of Normandy and with t h e  Russian 

Armies constant ly  r o l l i n g  over and crushing the  German fo rce s  i n  

t h e  e a s t  it became r e a d i l y  apparent t o  the  commanders of the  

a l l i e d  fo rce s  t h a t  t h e  twenty seven Wazi d iv i s ions  i n  I t a l y  would 

have t o  be e i t h e r  constant ly  engaged o r  dec i s ive ly  defeated 

by the  cosmopolitan American F i f t h  Army and the  polyglot B r i t i s h  

Eighth Army. This ac t i on  would keep t h e  German command from with- 

drawing t h i s  force  and employing them agains t  our a l l i e d  offensives 

i n  e i t h e r  the  western o r  eas te rn  por t ions  of Europe. 

The e n t i r e  Po Valley Campaign depended primari ly upon extensive 

preliminary operations which were t o  e f f e c t  t h e  deception of the  

enemy, and were t o  ob ta in  much needed in te l l igence  information 

concerning the  enemy. (2) 

Pr ior  t o  t h e  spring offensive which was t o  take place agains t  

the  German named "Genghis Kahn Linen extensive a l l i e d  reconnaissance 

ac t i on  took place. This reconnaissance was accomplished by a r t i l l e r y  

f i r e  and never ending aggressive pa t ro l  act ion.  I t s  purpose was 

two-fold with t h e  i n i t i a l  mission being the  taking of prisoners  of 

war t o  enable G-2 t o  e s t a b l i s h  enemy u n i t  i den t i f i c a t i on .  The 

secondary purpose of t h i s  ever constant  reconnaissance was t o  t e s t  

the  combat a t t i t u d e  of t h e  enemy, and a l s o  t o  secure information a s  

t o  the  s t reng th  of h i s  defensive posi t ions .  One of t h e  main ra ids  

of t h i s  type i n  the  e n t i r e  I1 Corps sec to r  was of reinforced r i f l e  

company s t reng th  led by Captain Paul Behnke of the  2nd Battal ion,  

(1) A-3,  page 355. (2) A-4, page 1. 

4. 
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349th In fan t ry  Regiment. This r a i d  was made against  s trong enemy 

res i s tance  i n  the  destroyed v i l l a g e  of D i  Soto which was a defensive 

anchor on the Lfonte Fumici fea tu re .  Although three  American Infant ry  

d iv i s ions  had occupied t h i s  sec to r  f o r  various periods of time 

t h i s  r a i d  was t h e  first t o  penetrate  German posi t ions on the  

mountain. (3) 

The I1 Corps scheme of deception was ca re fu l l y  planned and 

coordinated i n  every d e t a i l .  It involved the  use of numerous 

a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  missions a t  var ied  i n t e r v a l s  of time. These f i r e s  

were designed t o  s t ead i ly  increase  the  number of t a rge t s  engaged, 

and a l s o  t o  deceive the  Kraut a s  t o  D-day and H-hours. A s  an 

add i t iona l  secur i ty  measure the  A i r  Corps flew no dayl ight  missions 

over the  I1 Corps f r o n t  p r io r  t o  D-day. The 88th Infant ry  Division 

was ac t i ve  i n  par t i c ipa t ing  i n  the  a l l  inc lus ive  plan of deception. (4) 

Members of a l l  u n i t s  comprising the  349th Regimental Combat 

Team were se lec ted  t o  form a d iv i s ion  reconnaissance par ty  f o r  an 

assembly a rea  i n  the  B r i t i s h  Eighth Army a rea  i n  the  eas te rn  

port ion of t h e  Po Valley. This plan was so  de ta i l ed  t h a t  the  

p a r t i e s  from various u n i t s  were required t o  e s t ab l i sh  I1 Corps 

and d iv i s iona l  C.P.fs (5) 

The attempt of t h e  complete deception of the  enemy was 

fur thered by ac t i ve  troop movements, preliminary and l imi ted  ob- 

jec t ive  a t t acks ,  camouflage, defensive measures along the  e n t i r e  

F i f t h  Army f ron t ,  the  removal of u n i t  s igns and u n i t  markings on 

veh ic les  and equipment, and the  removal of the  individual  un i t  

shoulder insignias.  (6) 

F ina l  regrouping and t ra in ing  of u n i t s  i n  I1 Corps f o r  the 
1 

coming offensive began on -April  1945, and continued u n t i l  the  

(3) Eyewitness, s e l f  Feb. 1945 (4) A-4, page 2; personal observa- 
t i o n  ( 5 )  (6) A-4, pages 1 and 2 Eyewitness, seLf, and ~ ~ - 3 ~ p a g e  2. 

5. 
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four teen th  of Apri l  1945. A l l  movements were r i g i d l y  control led 

wi th in  t h e  88th Division i n  order t o  preserve secrecy and t o  allow 

the  a s s a u l t  t roops of t h e  regiments t o  gain a maximum amount of 

r e s t  and t r a in ing  f o r  t h e  ever nearing spring a t t ack .  The 349th 

Infant ry  Regiment was i n  bivouac near LaCroce, I t a l y ,  f o r  th ree  

weeks p r io r  t o  1 April ,  and had t ra ined  day and n igh t  f o r  t h e  coming 

operation. (7) 

The scope of t h i s  t r a in ing  placed spec ia l  emphasis on stream 

and r i v e r  crossing and platoon and company leadership  and co- 

ordinat ion.  This emphasis on company and platoon leadership  was 

soon t o  be put t o  a severe t e s t .  The r e s u l t s  xere  l a t e r  t o  be 

l i s t e d  on the  a s s e t  s i d e  of warts ledger sheet.  (8) 

On t h e  f i r s t  of Apr i l  1945, the  349th Infant ry  Regiment re -  

ceived orders  t o  move north.  The second day of Apri l  1945 saw 

the  regiment entrucking. Less t h e  Second Battal ion,  the  e n t i r e  

regiment moved i n t o  reserve  posi t ions  along Highway 65. The Second 

Ba t ta l ion  was at tached t o  the  91st  In fan t ry  Division and consequent- 

l y  occupied f r o n t  l i n e  defensive posi t ions  on Monte Delle Formiche. 

The remaining two b a t t a l i o n s  of the  regiment with the  other  organic 

component u n i t s  were at tached t o  t h e  34th Infant ry  Division and 

cons t i tu ted  a port ion of t h a t  d iv i s ion ' s  reserve. Company "All of 

the  313th Engineer Combat Battal ion,  normally the Engineer component 

of the  349th Infant ry  Regimental Combat Team, had preceded t h e  

regiment i n t o  t h e  l i n e  by 10 days. This engineer company was 

engaged i n  engineer reconnaissance pa t ro l s ,  mine c lear ing d e t a i l s ,  

l i a i s o n  plane reconnaissance f l i g h t s ,  and t h e  const ruct ion of d i r e c t  

f i r e  emplacements f o r  medium tanks and supporting automatic a n t i -  

a i r c r a f t  a r t i l l e r y  weapons. (9) (10) 

(7) A-7, page 1. (8) A-7, page 1. (9) A-7, page 1. (10) A-10, 
page 17, personal observation 1 Apri l  - 12 April  1945. 
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The 349th Infant ry  now had t h e  F i r s t  Bat ta l ion  a t  Anconella, 

and t h e  Third Ba t ta l ion  near Trasasso. While i n  these  reserve 

posi t ions  the  e n t i r e  regiment, l e s s  t h e  Second Bat ta l ion ,  went 

through t e n  days of in tens ive  t r a i n i n g  i n  f i n a l  preparat ion f o r  

the  D-day a t tack.  Upon the  completion of t h i s  t r a i n i n g  the  88th  

In fan t ry  Division was n o t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  phase of the  11 

Corps regrouping was nearing completion. D-day was named a s  15 

Apri l  1345. (11) 

ENEMY POSITIONS ON FURCOLI RIDGE 

German posi t ions on Furcol i  Ridge and Monte Rumici were wel l  

emplaced. The Kraut had taken f u l l  advantage of the  long winter 

months. Spring found the  enemy wel l  dug i n  and l i v i n g  i n  caves 

t h a t  could only be at tacked f ron t a l l y .  These caves a l s o  provided 

the  Germans with escape tunnels  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  h i l l  i n  some 

cases,  and provided them with  almost perfec t  p ro tec t ion  against  

both a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and mortar f i r e .  Constant and heavy pa t ro l l ing  

by each u n i t  of t h e  349th Infant ry  during the  previous winter 

months only served t o  d i sc lose  the  almost impregnable pos i t ions  of 

t h e  enemy, and the  b a r r i e r  of f i r e  t h a t  he could l a y  down i n  f ron t  

of h i s  posi t ions.  The only road approaching the  Furcoli-BIonte Rumici 

pos i t ions  was the  r idge  top  road running from Monzuno almost due 

north i n t o  t h e  face  of t h e  Kraut. A l l  approaches t o  the  German l i n e s ,  

both foo t  and vehicular ,  were mined w i t h  both anti-personnel and 

ant i - tank mines. I n  add i t ion  t o  the  enemy emplacements t h e  Monte 

Rumici f e a t u r e  was pecu l ia r ly  well  adapted t o  defense. The lack  

of an  adequate road n e t  se r ious ly  hampered t h e  e f f e c t i v e  employment 

of armored vehicles ,  and both f l anks  of t h i s  key t e r r a i n  f ea tu re  

were protected by r i v e r s  which were unfordable because of t h e i r  

(11) A-'7, page 3. 
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depth and swiftness of current  caused by t h e  spring mountain 

thaws typ i ca l  t o  t h e  northern por t ion  of I t a ly .  Every o f f ice r  and 

so ld i e r  i n  the  combat team rea l i zed  t h a t  it would take  the  utmost 

of cooperation and i n t e s t i n a l  f o r t i t u d e  t o  rou te  the  German from 

h i s  vaunted "Genghis Kahn Linen. (12) 

12 APRIL 1945 

On the twe l f th  of Apr i l  t h e  349th Infant ry  re l i eved  elements 

of t h e  34th Infant ry  Division i n  a sec to r  nor th  of Monzuno, I t a l y .  

The regimental a t t a c k  order had been completed on t h e  eleventh 

day of April. This order was issued t o  t h e  subordinate units on 

t h e  twelf th .  The plan of a t t a c k  was given, and t h e  regimental 

sec to r  a s  outl ined i n  t h i s  order was of a narrow frontage being 

bordered by Monte Rumici i t s e l f  on t h e  r i g h t  and rou te  6620 ( I t a l i a n  

Highway 64) on t h e  l e f t .  The immediate regimental objec t ive  was 

Furco l i  Ridge which was the  base of the  German defensive posi t ions.  

Poised t o  jump off  with the  349th Infant ry  was t h e  350th In fan t ry  

on t h e  r i g h t ,  and the  Sixth  South African Division (~rmored)  on 

t h e  l e f t .  This regimental plan of a t t a c k  took i n t o  considerat ion 

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the  e n t i r e  combat team would be pinched out four 

thousand yards nor th  of the  l i n e  of departure.  After being pinched 

out the  complete regimental combat team was t o  be withdrawn. 

Following the  witMrawa1 t h i s  R.C.T. was t o  pass through t h e  

Sixth South African Division on the  l e f t  and move nor th  on Route 

6620 which i s  i n  t h e  Torrente Se t t a  River val ley .  Attached t o  the  

88th Infant ry  Division f o r  t h i s  operat ion was Company "Cn of t h e  

757th Tank Ba t ta l ion ,  t h e  33rd Infant ry  Scout Dog Platoon, Company 

"An of the  100th Chemical Mortar Bat ta l ion ,  and Company "Cn of the  

804th Tank Destroyer Battal ion.  Company ?'A" of t h e  313th Engineer 

(12) A-7, pages 2 and 3, A-10,  page 15  and personal reconnaissance 
by s e l f  6 Apri l  1945. 

8. 13 2 

www.MtMestas.com



Combat Bat ta l ion ,  and the  337th Fie ld  A r t i l l e r y  Bat ta l ion  were i n  

d i r e c t  support of the  regiment. (13) 

D-DAY, H-HOUR - 15  APRIL 

A t  2200 hours on the  f i f t e e n t h  of Apr i l  preparatory f i r e s  of 

one ha l f  of an  hours durat ion commenced. Every avai lable  weapon 

t h a t  could f i r e  i n t o  the  German pos i t ions  opened up. Planned f i r e s  

from a r t i l l e r y ,  tanks  and tank destroyers ,  mortars, machine guns, 

rockets ,  and automatic a n t i - a i r c r a f t  weapons converged on the  Kraut 

emplacements. The regimental Anti-Tank Company and the  Cannon 

Company added t h e i r  f i r e s  t o  t h e  seemingly a l ready devastat ing 

inferno.  Immediately following the  preparat ion the  infantrymen 

jumped off wi th  the  engineers s taying on the  hee l s  of t h e  a s s a u l t  - 

- - 
companies t o  c l e a r  the  ant i - tank mines from the  road. (14) 

The 3rd Ba t ta l ion  launched a company s t reng th  r a i d  i n  the  

l e f t  por t ion  of the  sec to r .  This was t o  be a  f e i n t  which was co- 

ordinated wi th  the  1st Ba t ta l ion  a t t a c k  aga ins t  Furcoli  Ridge. It 

soon became evident  t h a t  the  Germans had escaped the  preparatory 

f i r e s  v i r t u a l l y  unscathed. F la res  were shot  up from the enemy 

posi t ions  t h a t  l igh ted  the  t e r r a i n  so  wel l  t h a t  i t  was poss ib le  t o  

see t h e  movements of ind iv idua l  so ld i e r s  a s  they moved forward. 

The Kraut opened up h i s  f i n a l  defensive f i r e s  with mortars and 

machine guns. After t h r ee  c o s t l y  a s s a u l t s  t h e  Germans were driven 

f r m  the  rubble strewn ghost town of Furcoli .  After withstanding 

a murderous mortar barrage and one screaming coun te r - a t t a~k~e lemen t s  

of the  1st Ba t ta l ion  gained a foothold on Furcol i  Ridge. This 

foothold was gained by 1030 hours on 16 April  1945. Successive 

a t t acks  were launched by other  companies of the  1st Bat ta l ion  t o  

r e l i e v e  the  pressure being exerted on our t roops on the  r idge  i t s e l f .  

(13) A-4, annex I:, A-6, A-7, page 2. (14) A-7, page 3, and 
personal observatlon. 
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These a t t acks  were launched before dark on 16 Apri l  1945, but 

a l l  were unsuccessful.  (15) 

A t  2200 hours 16 April  1945, t h e  2nd Ba t ta l ion  was commit- 

t ed  with the  mission of passing through the  1st Bat ta l ion  and 

se iz ing I1 Poggiale and Le Braine. The plan of a t t a ck  had "Fn 

Company, commanded by Captain Paul Behnke on the  r i g h t  with the  

mission of se iz ing Le Braine. To t h e  l e f t  of Company llFfl was 

Company f'GT1 commanded by Captain Robert Kelly with the  mission 

of seizing I1 P oggiale. I1 Poggiale would give t h e  regiment a 

pos i t ion  from which i t  would be possible t o  shoot i n t o  the  

reverse  slope of t h e  German posi t ions .  The i n i t i a l  a t t a c k  of 

Company "F" bogged down aga ins t  heavy volumes of enemy automatic 

weapon and mortar f i r e .  Company 1'G'l through the  leadership of 

Captain Kelly, managed t o  push one platoon i n t o  the  lone house 

remaining a t  I1 P oggiale.  The remainder of t h e  company was unable 

t o  reach t h i s  pos i t ion .  After withstanding a n  e n t i r e  day of counter 

a t t a cks ,  mortar barrages,  and enemy automatic f i r e  t h e  platoon ran  

out  of ammunition and grenades. They were out of s i gh t  of f r iend-  

l y  observation and had no communication. Captain Kelly was k i l l e d  

and the  remainder of the  platoon was captured. Later r epo r t s  from 

pr isoners  of war showed t h a t  th i s  one platoon had accounted f o r  35 

Germans known dead, and about 43 wounded. (16) 
/ 

SUPPORTING ENGIITEER OPERATIONS 15-17 APRIL 

A s  the  a s s a u l t  companies moved forward t h e  engineer platoons 

of t h e  313th Engineer Combat Ba t ta l ion  followed immediately behind 

the  infant ry ,  but preceded the  a t tacking armor. One hundred yards 

sho r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Furco l i  i t s e l f  one of t h e  at tached armored 

vehic les  blew up on a land mine. This veh ic le  had l e f t  the  lane  

(15) A-7, pages 3, 4, 5 ,  personal observation. (16) A-7, pages 6, 
7,  8, 9. Statement by regimental S-2--Major E. Aileo. 
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Cn t h e  twe l f th  of Apr i l  t he  349th Inf. r e l i eved  elements of t h e  34th Inf .  
Div. i n  a s e c t o r  nor th  of lrionzuno, I t a l y .  The regimental a t t a c k  order  had been 
completed on t h e  e leventh  day of i i g r i l .  This order w a s  i ssued t o  t h e  subordinate.  
u n i t s  on t h e  twel f th .  The plan of a t t a c k  was given, and t h e  regimental s e c t o r  I&% 
ou t l ined  i n  t h i s  order  was of a nar?ow f rontage  being bordered by Monte Rumici' it- 
s e l f  on t h e  r i g h t  and rou te  6620 ( I t a l i a n  Highway 64) on t h e  l e f t .  The immediate 
regimental  ob jec t ive  was Furco l i  .%idge which was t h e  base of t h e  German defensive 
pos i t ions .  Poised t o  jump off  with t h e  349th In f .  was t h e  350th &f.  on t h e  r i g h t ,  
and t h e  S i x t h  South African Div. (drmd) on t h e  l e f t .  This regimental plan of a t t a c k  
took i n t o  considerat ion t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  combat team would be pinched out  fou r  
thousand yards nor th  of t h e  l i n e  of denar ture .  After  being pinched ou t  t h e  com5ete" 
regimental combat team was t o  be withdrawn. Follo~.ring thd  withdrawal t h i s  R.C.T. 
was t o  pass through t h e  S i x t h  S o d h  African Div. on t h e  l e f t  and move n o r t h  on 
Route 6620 which i s  i n  t h e  Torrente S e t t a  2 i v e r  Valley. Attached t o  t h e  88th  I n f .  
Div. f o r  t h i s  operat ion w a s  Co. "C1' of t h e  757th Tank Bn., t h e  33rd I n f .  Scout 30g 
Platoon, Co. "A'f of t h e  100th Chemical Mortar Bn., and Co. "C11 of t h e  804th Tank 
Destrcyer Bn. Co. '$AM of t h e  313th Engineer Combat Bn., and tk 337th F i e l d  A r t -  
i l l e r y  Bn. were i n  d i r e c t  support of t h e  regiment. (13) 

-' 

.- . . 
D-DAY, 3-3CUd - 15 3dIL . . 

i t  2200 hours on t h e  15=bf . i p r i l  preparatory f i r e s .  of one ha l f  of an hours 
dura t ion  commenced. Zvery a v a i l a b l e  weapon t h a t  could f i r e  i n t o  t h e  German 
pos i t ions  opened up. Planned f i r e s  from a r t i l l e r y ,  tanks and t m k  des t royers ,  
mortars,  machine guns, rockets ,  and automatic a n t i - a i r c r a f t  weapons converged on 
t h e  Xraut emplacements. The regimental  Anti-Tank Co. and t h e  Sannon Co. added 
t h e i r  f i r e s  t o  t h e  seemingly a l r eady  devas ta t ing  inferno.  Immediately. following 
t h e  preparat ion t h e  infantrymen jumped off with t h e  engineers  s t ay ing  on t h e  heel& 
of t h e  a s s a u l t  companies t o  c l e a r  t h e  ant i- tank s h e s  from t h e  road. (14) 

- 
The 3rd an launched a co. s t r e n g t h  r a i d  hn t h e l e f t  ?o r t ion  of t h e  sec to r .  

This was t o  be a f e i n t  which was coordinated with t h e  1st Bn. a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  
Furcbl i  ttidge. It soon becane evident  t h r t  t h e  Germans had escaped t h e  prepara tory  
f i r e s  v i r t u a l l y  unscathed. F la res  were shot  up from t h e  enemy positiorls t h a t  
l i g h t e d  t h e  t e r r a i n  so w e l l  t h a t  it was poss ib le  t o  see  t h e  movements of ind iv idua l  
s o l d i e r s  a s  they  noved forward. The Kraut opened up h i s  f i<a l  defensive f i r e s  with 
mortars and machine guns. Af ter  th ree  c o s t l y  a s s a u l t s  t h e  Germans were driven from 
t h e  rub;ile strewn ghost town of Furcol i .  Af te r  withstanding a murdercus mortar 
bar lage  and onesreaming counterat tack,  elements of t h e  1st Bn. gained a foothold 
on Furco l i  Ilidge. This foothold vras gained by 1030 hcurs on 1 6  A p i l  1945. 
3uccessive a t t a c k s  were launched by o ther  canpanies of t h e  1st Bn. t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  
pressure being exerted on our t roops on t h e  r idge  i t s e l f .  
These a t t a c k s  were launched before dark on 1 6  Lpr. 1945, bu t  a l l  were unsuccessful.  (15) 

A t  2200 hzurs 16  Apr 1945, t h e  2nd Bn. was committed with t h e  mission of passing 
through the  1st Bn. and s e i z i n g  I1 Poggiale and Le Braine. The plan of a t t a c k  had "F" 
Co., comxmded by Capt. Paul Sehnke on t h e  r i g h t  wi th  t h e  mission of s e i z i n g  Le Braine. 
To t h e  l e f t  of Co, was Co. t*G" comi~anded by Capt. aobe r t  1:ell:. with t h e  mission 
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of s e i z i n g  Il Poggiale.  I1 Poggiale  would give t h e  regiment a p o s i t i o n  from which 
it would be poss ib l e  t o  shoot  i n t o  t h e  r e s e r s e  s lope  of  t h e  German pos i t ions .  The 
i n i t i a l  a t t a c k  of  Co. "F" bogged down a g a i n s t  heavy volumes of enemy automatic  weapon 
and mortar f i r e .  Co. I1G" thru t h e  l eade r sh ip  of Capt. Kelly, managed t o  push one 
platoon i n t o  t h e  lone  house remaining a t  I1 Poggiale.  The remainder of t h e  co. was 
unable t o  reach t h i s  pos i t ion .  Af ter  withstanding an e n t i r e  day of counter a t t a c k s ,  
mortar barrages,  and enemy a u t o m ~ t i c  f i r e  t h e  2latbon r an  out  of amnunition and 
~ r e n a d e s .  They were out  of s i g h t  of f r i e n d l y  observa t ion  and had no communication. 
:apt. Kelly was k i l l e d  and t h e  remainder of t h e  ?latoon was captured. Later  r e p o r t s  
from p r i sone r s  of war showed t h a t  t h i s  one platoon had accounted f o r  35 Germans 
known dead, and about  43 wounded. (16) 

:<s t h e  a s s a u l t  companies moved forf lard t h e  engineer  p l a t rons  of t h e  313th 3ngr. 
Combat 3n. followed im'nediately behind t h e  in fan t ry ,  bu t  preceded t h e  a t t a c k i n g  
armor. Cne hundred yards s h o r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of  Furco l i  i t se l f  one of t h e  a t t ached  
armd veh ic l e s  blew up on a land mine. T& veh ic l e  had l e f t  t h e  lane c leared  of 
mines by t h e  engineers .  Real iz ing  t h e  i n f a n t r y ' s  need f o r  a d i r e c t  f i r e  weapon t h e  
engineer  o f f i c e r  imnediately d ispa tched  a messenger back t o  t h e  second t ank  wi th  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  pe r sona l ly  l ead  t h i s  tank  along t h e  ?ath c leared  of  mines up t o  t h e  
i n f a n t r y  un i t .  As t h i s  tank moved a long t h e  c leared  po r t ion  of t h e  roadway with t h e  
engineer  guide leading ,  it too  h i t  a land mine which k i l l e d  t h e  engineer  guide and 
a member of t h e  t ank  crew. A l l  o ther  crew rnembe~s of t h i s  t ank  were e i t h e r  shaken 
up seve re ly  o r  wounded. After  hearjng t h e  explosion and t h e c r i e s  of t h e  wounded 
men t h e  engineer  o f f i c e r  hurr ied  back t o  t h e  second t ank  casual ty .  Upon reaching 
t h e  t ank  it w a s  not iced  t h a t  an unusual ly l a r g e  c r a t e r  had Seen blown by t h e  charge, 
and a l s o  t h a t  an unusual amount of damage had been done t o  t h e  vehic le .  Zlose 
su2ervis ion  had been exerc ised  over t h e  mine c l e a r i n g  quads, and t h e  personnel  com- 
posing t h e s e  squads were experienced i n  a l l  types  of mine c l ea r ing  work. Knowing 
t h a t  t h e  clearance work had been thorough and unhurried t h e  engineer  ? la toon l eade r  
r e a l i z e d  t h n t  t h e  Gerrnans had used e i t h e r  t h e  new non-metallic "Topf L:inestl, or  were 
us ing  p l a i n  demoli t ions buried deeply i n t o  t h e  ground. The s i z e  and roundness o f  t h e  
c r a t e r  i nd ica t ed  t h e  use c f  s eve ra l  Topf mines i n  one hole.  Being non-me ta l l i c  t h i s  
n ine  cr:uld n o t  be picked up by our i:;ine de tec to r s .  Xhile in s7ec t ing  t h e  c r a t e r  a 
messenzer frorn t h e  engineer  platoon se rgean t  a r r i v e d  wi th  a messzge f o r  t h e  platoon 
l e a d e r  informing him t h a t  both t h e  i n f a n t r y  &id engineers  had su f fe red  c a s u a l t i e s  
from t h e  v i c ious  German "Shoe i.!inel1. The mine d e t e c t o r s  were inmediately s e t  a s i d e  
and mine probing p a r t i e s  were formed. Cne probing .mr ty  commenced work where t h e  
i n i t i a l  ant i - tank mine had been encountered. x17) 

These working 2 a r t i e s  continued probing u n t i l  dawn on 16 Apr 1945. Three 
q u a r t e r s  of a rnile of road had been probed l i t e r a l l y  inch  by inch. Cne p a r t y  had 
c leared  ?aths f o r  a i d  men t o  reach wounded throughout t h e  a n t i r e  n ight .  This work 
w a s  accomplished under heavy mortar and automatic  weapons f i r e  of a sporadic  na ture .  
A t  t h i s  t ime t h e  i n f a n t r y  a t t a c k  had been stopped and t h e  engineer  mine c learance  
d e t a i l s  were forced t o  withdraw due t o  t h e  observed enem;. f i  e of a l l  types  t h a t  
was placed upon them. (18) 

During t h e  dayl igh  hours of 17 Apr t h e  mine  p a r t i e s  of t h e  engineer  nlatoons 
were reorganized and coordinat ion was r e e s t a b l i s h e d  wi th  t h e  a s s a u l t  in fant ry- tank  
elements of t h e  regiment. It was decided t o  resume mine c l e a r i n g  t a sks  i n  con- 
jw,c t ion  wi th  t h e  i n f a n t r y  a t t a c k  scheduled t o  t ake  o f f  with t h e  comin hours of dark- % ness.  dav l iph t  e n ~ i n e e r  reconnaissance par ty  a l s o  discovered two roa  demoli t ions " L, 

t h a t  requi red  anglevdozer work before  t h &  tanks  could n e g o t i a t e  them. (19)  
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At f i r s t  dark engineer p a r t i e s  of both tgA1t and companies moved out and t h e  
probing f o r  n i n e s  took p&ace once again. A 9-7 angle  dozer was moving up i n t o  
nos i t ion  t o  work on t h e  c r a t e r s  i n  t h e  road when it h i t  a mine. 11 t e r r i f i c  explosion 
bccurred which overturned t h e  dozer and k i l l e d  one engineer guide and one mechanic 
an3 a l s o  s e r i o u s l y  wounded t h e  operator .  Fragments of metal ant i- tank mines 
wert: found with a m5ne de tec to r ,  and a long p iece  of hard wood c l o s e l y  resembling 
a broom handle was a l s o  loca ted  $here, This l e d  t o  t h e  conclusion t h a t  t h e  mines 
had been buried about f o u r  t o  s i x  f e e t  i n t o  t h e  ground and t h a t  a long p iece  of wood 
ha? tr:%nsmitted t h e  weizht of the  veh ic l e  t o  a de tonator  i n  t h e  mines. Crders t o  
?robe t h e  e n t i r e  s t r e t c h  of r a d ~ a y  again were issued,  and each ind iv idua l  engineer 
s o l d i e r  was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  thoroushly i n v e s t i ~ a t e  any wood contacted by h j s  bayonet 
?robe. This a c t i o n  brough almost i n s t a n t  success. : i i thin f i v e  hours of working 
t i n e  seventy one holes c o n t a i n i n  frcrn four  t o  s i x  t e l l e rmines  each r!ere uncovered. 
E?e?dless t o  say  thi.s x s t ion  opened t h e  few r e s t r i c t e d  vehicular  avenues of approach, 
and ? e m i t t e d  t h e  use of armored veh ic l e s  t o  a more d e s i r a b l e  degree. (20 )  

17 - 18 APRIL 

On the  night of 16 - 17 Apr the  s i tua t ion  w a s  s t i l l  precarious. Although 
Furcoli Ridge was pa r t i a l ly  occupied by t h e  1st Bn., the  3rd Bn. had been 
unsuccessful in its assaul t s  against K-12. Gabs were measured in yards. It 
was apparent, however, t h a t  t h e  Germans were beginning t o  Jrield gradually under 
the continual heavy pressure t h a t  rassbeing applied. (21) 

The 2nd Bn. was ordered t o  continue t h e  a t tack  against  Furcoli Ridge paying 
par t icular  a t ten t ion  t o  H i l l s  300 and 403. The d 3rd &I. was given the  mission 
of clearing the  Vado and Nuz8ano Ridges. The at tack of the 2nd and 3rd Bns. juaped 
off under the  cover of darkness on the  17 th ef A p r  45. It i n i t i a l l y  appeared as 
though the  German lines would continue t o  hold. The at tack of Co. "Fn, again led  
by Capt. Paul Behnke, began t o  move. Although enemy f i r e  was intense, Capt .  Bebnke 
maintained control of h i s  capany and a t  0900 hours on the  morning of 18 Apr &he 
2nd Bn. was in complete control of Furcoli  Ridge. The 3rd Bn. with the  assis tance 
of the  Pad &I. Battle Patrol,  gained H i l l  427. The enemy had l o s t  a great  number 
of men, and h i s  defensive posit ion was fa l l ing .  The a t tack  continusd. The 2nd Bn. 
with Co. nIpn leading captured Le Braine and Canova while the 3rd Bn. Fulf i l l ed  t h e i r  
mission of clearing the Nuezano Ridge, taking H i l l  403 and Vado. The objectivea 
of Vado and Canova were both on Route 6620 and the 349th Combat Team was pinched 
out by the  6th South African Div. on the left  and t h e  350th Inf. Re&. on t h e  right. 
Two prisoners from the 6 2  section of the German 65th Division later credited 
t h e  breakthrottgh a t  Furcoli and Monte Rumici a s  the prime factor  i n  the collapse 
of the  Genghis Kahn Line. The l o s s  t o  the Germans of t h e  Monte R d c i  feature  
contributed t o  the  f q l l  of M t .  Adone in the  91st Id. Div. sector. (22) 

After being pinched out by the Sixth South African Armored Div., and by tb 
350th Inf. Regt., t h e  349th Inf. Regimental Colabat Team was once again entrucked 
and moved t o  Vergato, Italy. By 0800 hours on the  19th of A p r . ,  a l l  elements, 
organic and attached, had arrived i n  the new assembly area. On t h e  night of 19  Apr., 
the  troops once again entrucked and moved t o  the v i l lage  of Lama. Here the  foot 
eleinents of the  regiment dismounted. Extra m u n i t i o n ,  rations aid m t e r  were issued. 
Bsrly on the morning of 20 Apr .  t h e  a t tack pushed forward i n t o  the mountains. The 
formation used was a column of two regiments with t h e  351st Inf. Re&. leading. 
A distance of one thousand yards separated the  two units.  Very l i g h t  res is tance 
was met and the column moved rapidly forward. The small mountain vi l lage  of Laguns 
was reached by 1830 hours 20 Apr . ,  but the  advance was pushed forward u n t i l  the  troops 
arrived at  La Torre. Here the  tired troops were given a short  rest and at  0300 hrs 
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on 21 Apr., the  advance continued. Resistance was still  scat tered and l i g h t  , 
and it began t o  look as though the  German had disappeared. The forstation was 
still a column of regiments with the  351st Inf. leading. Forward elements of the 
349th Inf. reached the Po Valley a t  0900 hrs., 21 Apr, without being ser iously 
engaged by t h e  en*. Headquarters 88th Inf. Div. issued an o r a l  order t o  Col. 
P.E. LeStourgeon, Regimental Commander of the  349th Jnf., giving the  regiment 
a sector and c d t t i n g  it t o  front  l i n e  action. Col. LeStourgeon immediately 
had h i s  s t a f f  prepare Field Order number four, dated 21 Apr 1945, which gave 
the d i rec t ion  of a t tack a s  three hundred and s ix ty  degrees with the  mission of 
reaching the Po River i n  the  shortest  possible time. The formation fo r  t h e  renewed 
push w a s  Third Bn. on the r ight ,  Second Bn. on the  l e f t  with t h e  F i r s t  k. i n  
reserve. The pursuit  commenced a t  1OW hours, 21 Apr, and rap id i ty  of movement 
was stressed. Groups of Germans were surrendering to the American soldier  without 
a round being f i red,  and when resistance w a s  m e t  it was scattered and l igh t .  
The pursuit  continued on foot  u n t i l  the  22nd of Apr 45, when the  regiment recieved 
sane tanks and tank destroyers. Troops were immediately mounted on these vehicles 
and the race t o  the Po River commenced. Soon the Allies in Italy were t o  complete 
the  defeat of the German Armies, and the surrender was t o  be signed. A t  the close 
of t h i s  campaign the  88th Inf. Div., the  workhorse of I1 Corps nas of f ic ia l17  credit- 
ed with the capture of 24,560 Prisoners of W. The next cmparable f igure fo r  an 
American Inf. Div. i n  t h e  e n t i w  11 Corps sector  was 8,891. T h i s  l a t t e r  f igure was 
at ta ined by the  91st Inf. Div. (American) (23) 

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM 

In making a study of t h i s  operation it may readi ly  be seen t h a t  &e 349th 
Inf. Hegimental Combat Team was given a most d i f f i c u l t  mission. This mission 
was one t h a t  required a f ron ta l  assault upon an enemy who possessed excellent 
prepared positions, and who had t e r r i f i c  advantages in observation and conceal- 
ment. 

The preparations and orders issued were complete in every respect, and each 
component un i t  had received suf f ic ien t  time f o r  t ra in ing  and b a t t l e  indoctrination. 
Although the 88th Inf. Div. had suffered 9000 b a t t l e  casual t ies  in 52 days of 
f ight ing during the f a l l  and ear ly  winter months of 1944, replacements had been 
received and oriented a s  t o  the  standards required of them by the  division. These 
same replacements were mohied i n to  e f f i c i en t  f ight ing teams through t h e  mediums 
of t ra in ing  and actual  combat through pa t ro l  a c t i v i t i e s  and defensive warfare. 
The points mhich may be c r i t i s ed  are a s  follows: 

1st: The 757th Tank Bn. had l i t t l e  or no previous ccmbat experience w i t h  t h e  
88th Inf. Div. 'Phis resulted in extreme d i f f i c u l t i e s  pertinent t o  l iaison. %an 
units  have worked together the  resul t ing team work minimises t h e  l i a i son  problem. 

2nd: Division, Regimental, and Battalion Staffs,  coordinated with Division 
Art i l lery,  must make a continuous study of aerial photos when unobserved s r t i l l e r p  
missions a r e  being fired.  This was not  done i n  many instances, and several  cases 
were noted where these unobserved f i r e s  f e l l  short  on mountains defilading enemy 
positions. 

The above two points of rriticisms are  more than of f se t  by t h e  conmendable 
actions of t h e  s t a f f s  from division t o  bat ta l ion levels,  and by the  
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courage, loyalt&, and efficiency displayed by every o f f i ce r  and soldier  in t h e  
regiment. This may be seen in the actions of a l l  concerned on t h e  g r b n e s t  t e s t ing  
ground in the world-the ba t t le f ie ld .  

To review the  results of t h i s  operation: The 349th INFANTRY REGIMENTAL CObBAT 
TEAM i n i t i a l l y  captured its objective which w a s  denoted as the  key t o  t h e  'GPXGHLS 
KAHN LINE*. It fought and defeated elements of f i v e  German divisions composed 
of f ana t i ca l  "HITLFJI TOUX'H" whose ages were from 18-20 years. Even af'ter suffering 
heavy losses  it continued t o  f i g h t  d re ta ining i L s  unity, effectiveness, and 
organi&ation. Junior of f icer  leadership was at i t s  peak due t o  thorough t ra in ing  
and indoctrination. Final ly  t h e  regiment captured well over 10,000 prisoners of 
w a r  which is  a total bag greater  than at ta ined by any - other one Allied Division. 

W O N S  LWWSD 

Some of the lessons t o  be learned from the  operation are: 

1 - Control: 

a. Phase l ines:  Control was exercised by uni t  commanders by a systaa of 
phase l ines.  These kkum phase l i n e s  f a c i l i t a t e d  uni t  location reports which 
a re  essent ia l  fo r  clearing of supporting f i r e s .  

b. Squad Control: Battle D r i l l  with its thorough t ra in ing  of the former 
Able, Baker, and Chrrlie teams, enabled the  squad leaders t o  obtain be t t e r  contmol 
of t h e i r  men. 

2 - Fire  and Movement: 
' -- 

a. F i re  and movement resulted in quick advances when all  riflamen delivered 
f i r e .  Platoon and squad leaders must overcome the  tendency of individual X' i f l~m%a% 
t o  withhold f i r e  f o r  f ea r  of disclosing t h e i r  position. 

3 - Conditioninq and T r a i d m :  

a. Kigorous physical conditioning and thorough individual and group t ra in ing  
make a l e r t ,  tough and aggressive so ldb r8 .  The soldier  in cornbat w i l l  only do those 
things he had done in training. He cannot be to ld  what t o  do in combat i f  he had not 
been required t o  do it in training. 

a. All uni t s  comprising a Regimental Cmbat Team should have ~olamnnications 
with each other i n  the attack. 

a. Xehicle and foot reconnaissance proved t o  be inadequate in many cases. 
Extensive use was made of a r t i l l e r y  l ia iaon planes, and this proved t o  be highly 
successful especial ly  fo r  engineer intel l igence information. V i t a l  road and stream 
information was obtained in t h i s  manner, and the additional time allowed could be 
spent in planning for  the  reduction of obstacles. 

* 4 

6 - --Aircraft Ar t i l l e ry  Suvwrt:  1-2 .. 

www.MtMestas.com



a. Anti-aircraft a r t i l l e r y  as a ground support weapon proved t o  be highly 
successful. Provided with telephone communications they m e  capable of achieving 
large and accurate volumes of fire by the  indirectmethods. In order t o  eff& 
d i r e c t  fire support it is essent ia l  t h a t  they work together with hhe supported 
infantry unit  in t ra in ing  and in combat. M 1 s t ~  (one 37 M.M. and dual 50 cal. 
Machine Guns) were par t icular ly  successful when f i r i n g  a t  caves, tunnels, observation 
posts and other ta rge ts  distinguished by smal l  openings o r  areas. 
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cleared of mines by t h e  engineers.  Realizing the  i n f an t ry ' s  need 

f o r  a d i r e c t  f i r e  weapon the  engineer o f f i c e r  immediately d i s -  

patched a messenger back t o  t h e  second tank with i n s t ruc t i ons  t o  

personally lead t h i s  tank along t h e  path c leared of mines up t o  

t h e  in fan t ry  u n i t .  A s  t h i s  tank moved along the  cleared por t ion 

of t h e  roadway with the  engineer guide leading, it too h i t  a land 

mine which k i l l e d  the engineer guide and a member of the  tank 
1 

crew. A l l  o ther  crew members of t h i s  tank were e i t h e r  shaken up 

severely or  wounded. After hearing the explosion and the  c r i e s  

of the  wounded men t h e  engineer o f f i ce r  hurr ied  back t o  t h e  second 

tank casualty.  Upon reaching the  tank it =as noticed t h a t  an 

unusually l a rge  c r a t e r  had been blown by the  charge, and a l s o  

t h a t  an  unusual amount of damage had been done t o  the  vehicle.  

Close supervision had been exercised over t h e  mine c lear ing squads, 

and the  personnel composing these  squads were experienced i n  a l l  

types of mine c lear ing work. Knowing t h a t  t h e  clearance work had 

been thorough and unhurried t h e  engineer platoon leader  r ea l i zed  

t h a t  the  Germans had used e i t h e r  the  new non-metallic "Topf Minesw, 

or  were using p l a i n  demolitions buried deeply i n t o  the  ground. 

The s i z e  and roundness of t h e  c r a t e r  indica ted  the  use of severa l  

Topf mines i n  one hole.  Being non-metallic t h i s  mine could not 

be picked up by our mine de tec to rs .  m i l e  inspect ing the  c r a t e r  a 

messenger from the  engineer platoon sergeant ar r ived with a message 

f o r  t h e  platoon leader  informing h i m  t h a t  both t h e  in fan t ry  and 

engineers had suffered c a s u a l t i e s  from the  v ic ious  German "Shoe 

Minen. The mine de tec to rs  were immediately s e t  as ide  and mine 

probing p a r t i e s  were formed. One probing par ty  commenced work 

where the  i n i t i a l  ant i- tank mine had been encountered. (17) 

(17) Personal observation. 
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These working pa r t i e s  continued probing u n t i l  dawn on 16 

Apri l  1945. Three quar te r s  of a mile of road had been probed 

l i t e r a l l y  inch by inch. One par ty  had cleared paths f o r  a id  men 

t o  reach wounded throughout the  e n t i r e  n ight .  This work was ac- 

complished under heavy mortar and automatic weapons f i r e  of a 

sporadic nature.  A t  t h i s  time the  in fan t ry  a t t a c k  had been 

stopped and t h e  engineer mine clearance d e t a i l s  were forced t o  

withdraw due t o  the  observed enemy f i r e  of a l l  types t h a t  was 

placed upon them. (18) 

During t h e  daylight  hours of 17 Apri l  t h e  mine pa r t i e s  of the  

engineer platoons were reorganized and coordinat ion was rees tab-  

l i shed  with t h e  a s s a u l t  infantry-tank elements of the  regiment. 

It was decided t o  resume mine c lear ing t asks  i n  conjunction with 

t h e  infant ry  a t t a c k  scheduled t o  take off  with the  coming hours 

of darkness. A daylight  engineer reconnaissance party a l s o  d i s -  

covered two road demolitions t h a t  required angle dozer work before 

t h e  tanks could negot ia te  them. (19) 

A t  f i r s t  dark engineer p a r t i e s  of both "Aw and "B" companies 

moved out and the  probing f o r  mines took place once again. A D-7 

angle dozer was moving up i n t o  pos i t ion  t o  work on the  c r a t e r s  i n  

the  road when i t  h i t  a mine. A t e r r i f i c  explosion occurred which 

overturned t h e  dozer and k i l l e d  one engineer guide and one mechanic, 

and a l s o  se r ious ly  wounded t h e  operator.  Fragments of metal an t i -  

tank mines were found with a mine detec tor ,  and a long piece of 

hard wood c lo se ly  resembling a broom handle was a l s o  located here. 

This led  t o  the  conclusion t h a t  the  mines had been buried about 

four t o  six f e e t  i n t o  the  ground and t h a t  a long piece of wood had 

transmit ted the  weight of the  vehic le  t o  a detonator  i n  t h e  mines. 

(18) (19) Personal observation and eye witness--Captain Paul Behnke 
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Orders t o  probe t h e  e n t i r e  s t r e t c h  of roadway again were issued,  

and each individual  engineer so ld i e r  was ins t ructed  t o  thoroughly 

inves t iga te  any wood contacted by h i s  bayonet probe. T h i s  a c t i on  

brought almost i n s t a n t  success. Within f i v e  hours of working time 

seventy one holes contsining from four t o  s i x  te l lermines  each 

were uncovered. Needless t o  say t h i s  ac t i on  opened t h e  few 

r e s t r i c t e d  vehicular  avenues of approach, and permitted the  use 

of armored vehic les  t o  a  more des i r ab l e  degree. (20) 
/ 

17 - 18 APRIL 

On the  n ight  of 16 - 17 Apri l  the  s i t u a t i o n  was s t i l l  precarious. 

Although Furcol i  Ridge was p a r t i a l l y  occupied by the  1st Bat ta l ion ,  

t h e  3rd Ba t ta l ion  had been unsuccessful i n  i t s  a s s a u l t s  agains t  K-12. 

Gains were measured i n  yards. It was apparent,  however, t h a t  the  

Germans were beginning t o  y i e ld  gradually under t h e  continual  

heavy pressure t h a t  was being applied.  (21) 

The 2nd Ba t ta l ion  was ordered t o  continue the a t t a c k  aga ins t  

Furcol i  Ridge paying pa r t i cu l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  R i l l s  300 and 403. 

The 3rd Bat ta l ion  was given the  mission of c lea r ing  t h e  Vado and 

Nuzzano Ridges. The a t t a c k  of t h e  2nd and 3rd Bat ta l ions  jumped 

off under t h e  cover of darkness on t h e  17th of Apri l  1945. It 

i n i t i a l l y  appeared a s  though t h e  German l i n e s  would continue t o  

hold. The a t t a c k  of Company "FW, again led  by Captain Paul Behnke, 

began t o  move. Although enemy f i r e  was in tense ,  Captain Behnke 

maintained con t ro l  of h i s  company and a t  0900 hours on the morning 

of 1 8  April  the  2nd Bat ta l ion  was i n  complete con t ro l  of Furcol i  

Ridge. The 3rd Ba t ta l ion  wi th  the  ass i s tance  of the  2nd Bat ta l ion  

Ba t t l e  Pa t ro l ,  gained R i l l  427. The enemy had l o s t  a  g rea t  number 

of men, and h i s  defensive pos i t ion  was f a l l i n g .  The a t t a c k  

k 0 )  Personal observation and par t i c ipa t ion .  (21) A-7, page 9. 
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continued. The 2nd Bat ta l ion  with Company "F" leading captured 
Z 

Le Braine and Canova while t h e  3rd Ba t ta l ion  f a f i l l e d  t h e i r  m i s -  

s ion  of c l ea r ing  the  Nuzzano Ridge, taking H i l l  403 and Vado. 

The ob jec t ives  of Vado and Canova were both on Route 6620 and 

t h e  349th Combat Team was pinched out by t h e  6 t h  South African 

Division on t h e  l e f t  and t h e  350th Infant ry  Regiment on the  

r i g h t .  Two prisoners  from the  G-2 sect ion of the  German 65th 

Division l a t e r  credi ted  the  breakthrough a t  Furcol i  and BBonte 

Rumici a s  the prime f a c t o r  i n  the  col lapse  of the Genghis Kahn 

Line. The l o s s  t o  the  Germans of the  Monte Rwnici f e a t u r e  con- 

t r i bu t ed  t o  t h e  f a l l  of M t .  Adone i n  t h e  91st Infant ry  Division 

sector .  (22) 

After being pinched out by the  S ix th  South African Armored 

Division, and by the  350th Infant ry  Regiment, the  349th In fan t ry  

Regimental Combat Team was once again entrucked and moved t o  

Vergato, I t a l y .  By 0800 hours on the  19th  of April, a l l  elements, 

organic and at tached,  had a r r ived  i n  the  new assembly a rea .  On 

t h e  n ight  of 19  April, the  t roops once again entrucked and moved 

t o  the  v i l l a g e  of Lama. Here the  foo t  elements of the  regiment 

dismounted. Extra ammunition, r a t i ons ,  and water were issued. 

Early on t h e  morning of 20 Apri l  the  a t t a c k  pushed forward i n t o  

the  mountains. The formation used was a column of two regiments 

with the  351st Infantry Regiment leading. A dis tance of one 

thousand yards separated the  two un i t s .  Very l i g h t  res i s tance  

was met and the  column moved rap id ly  forward. The small mountain 

v i l l a g e  of Lagune was reached by 1830 hours 20 April ,  but t h e  ad- 

vance was pushed forward u n t i l  the  t roops ar r ived a t  La Torre.  

Here the  t i r e d  troops were given a shor t  r e s t  and a t  0300 hours on 

(22) A-7, pages 9, 10, 11; A-4, page 9, personal observation. 
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21 April ,  t h e  advance continued. Resistance was s t i l l  sca t t e red  

and l i g h t ,  and i t  began t o  look a s  though the  German had disap- 

peared. The formation was s t i l l  a column of regiments with t h e  

351st In fan t ry  leading. Forward elements of the  349th Infant ry  

reached t h e  Po Valley a t  0900 hours, 2 1  Apri l ,  without being 

Seriously engaged by the  enemy. Headquarters 88th In fan t ry  Divi- 

s ion issued an o r a l  order t o  Colonel P. E. LeStourgeon, Regimental 

Commander of the  349th Infant ry ,  giving the  regiment a sec to r  and 

committing i t  t o  f r o n t  l i n e  ac t ion.  Colonel LeStourgeon immediate- 

l y  had h i s  s t a f f  prepare F i e ld  Order number four ,  dated 21 Apri l  

1945, which gave the  d i r e c t i o n  of a t t a c k  a s  three  hundred and 

s i x t y  degrees with the  mission of reaching the  Po River i n  the  

shor tes t  poss ib le  time. The formation f o r  the  renewed push was 

Third Ba t ta l ion  on the  r i g h t ,  Second Ba t ta l ion  on the l e f t  with 

the  F i r s t  Ba t ta l ion  i n  reserve .  The pursui t  commenced a t  1000 

hours, 21  April ,  and r a p i d i t y  of movement was s t ressed.  Groups 

of Germans were surrendering t o  the  American so ld i e r  without a 

round being f i r e d ,  and when r e s i s t ance  was met it was scat tered  

and l i g h t .  The pursui t  continued on f o o t  u n t i l  the  22nd of April  

1945, when the  regiment received some tanks and tank destroyers .  

Troops were immediately mounted on these  vehic les  and the  race 

t o  the  Po River commenced. Soon the  A l l i e s  i n  I t a l y  were t o  

complete the  defea t  of the  German Armies, and the  surrender was t o  
I 

be signed. A t  t he  c lose  of t h i s  campaign t h e  88th Infant ry  Divi- 

s ion,  t h e  workhorse of I1 Corps was o f f i c i a l l y  c red i ted  wi th  t h e  

capture of 24,560 Prisoners  of War. The next comparable f igure  

f o r  a n  American In fan t ry  Division i n  t h e  e n t i r e  I1 Corps sec tor  

w a s  8,891. This l a t t e r  f i gu re  was a t t a ined  by the  91st  Infant ry  

15. 
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2 - Fi re  and Movement: 

a .  F i re  and movement resu l ted  i n  quick advances when a l l  

r i f lemen del ivered f i r e .  Platoon and squad leaders  must overcome 

t h e  tendency of individual  riflemen. t o  withhold f i r e  f o r  f e a r  of 

d isc los ing t h e i r  posi t ion.  

3 - Conditioning and Training: 

a .  Rigorous physical. conditioning and thorough individual  

and group t r a in ing  make a l e r t ,  tough, and aggressive so ld ie r s .  

The so ld ie r  i n  combat w i l l  only do those th ings  he has done i n  

t r a in ing .  He cannot be to ld  what t o  do i n  combat i f  he has not  

been required t o  do it i n  t ra in ing .  

4 - Communications: 

a .  A l l  u n i t s  comprising a Regimental Combat Team s h o u d  have 

communications with each other  i n  the  a t t ack .  

5 - Reconnaissance: 

a. Vehicle and f o o t  reconnaissance proved t o  be inadequate in  

many cases.  Txtensive use was  made of a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  planes,  

and t h i s  proved t o  bs  highly successful  espec ia l ly  f o r  engineer 

i n t e l l i gence  information. V i t a l  road and stream information was 

obtained i n  th is  manner, and t h e  add i t iona l  time allowed could be 

spent i n  planning f o r  the  reduction of obstacles .  

6 - Anti-Aircraft  A r t i l l e r y  Support: 

a.  Ant i -a i rcraf t  a r t i l l e r y  a s  a ground support weapon proved 

t o  be highly successful.  Provided with telephone comm-mications 

they a r e  capable of achieving la rge  and accura te  volumes of f i r e  

by the  i n d i r e c t  f i r e  methods. I n  order t o  e f f e c t  d i r e c t  f i r e  

support i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  they work together  with the  supported 

in fan t ry  u n i t  i n  t r a in ing  and i n  combat. M 15 's  (one 37 M.M. and 
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dual 50 cal. Machine Guns) were particularly successful when 

firing at caves, tunnels, observation posts and other targets 

distinguished by small openings or areas. 
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