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FOR THE

OF

INFANTRY,

TO THE

AGREEABLY TO

§

|
f

NEW-YORK :

e

1815,

RULES AND REGULATIONS

FIELD EXERCISE AND MAN(EUVRES

COMPILED AND ADAPTED

ORGANIZATION OP THE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATFS,

A RESOLVE OF CONGRESS,

DATED DECEMBER, 1814.

£ U'BLISHF.D BY ORDER OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT.

PRINTED BY T. § W. MERCEIN, 93 GOLD-STREET.

FIG 4
Title Page of the 1815 Regulations, the result of
the work of a Board of Officers headed by Bwt.
Major General Winfield Scott.

ApJuTANT AND InspECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, FEB. 28, 18105.

GeneraL ORDER.

Tre “ Rules and Regulations for the Field Ex-
ercise and Manceuvres of Infantry,” compiled and adapt-
ed to the organization of the U. States Infantry, by a
Boarp oF War, of which Major Gen. Scott was Pre-
sident, will be observed as the system of Infantry dis-
cipline for the Army of the Uxitep States.

By order of the Secretary of War.
D. Parker, Adj’t. and Insp. General.

-
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[BY AUTHORITY.]

INFANTRY-TACTICS;

RULES FOR THE EXERCISE AND
MANGEUVRES

OF THE

UNITED STATES’ INFANTRY,

FIG 6
Title Page of Scott’s Infantry Tactics adopted in
1835. It went through many editions and re-
mained in service until replaced by Silas Casey’s
Infantry Tactics in 1862.

BY MAJOR-GENERAL 8COTT,
U. 8. ARMY.

VOLUME I.
SCHOOLS OF THE SOLDIER AND COMPAXY.

NEW.YORK:
GEBORGE DEARBORN, PUBLISHER.

1835.

information in three ranks of the French original, however,
was not to be *‘. . . adapted in practice until other orders are
given.”’'%8 Scott’s Infantry Tactics went through many sub-
sequent editions and remained in service until 1862.'%

Before the Civil War, the French contributed one last
infantry manual to the US Army. French combat experience
in North Africa in the 1830’s and 1840’s against the highly
mobile Arabs and the introduction of the rifled musket
resulted in the introduction of a special set of regulations for
chasseurs a pied (light infantry) in 1845. Although based on
the 1831 Ordonance, the 1845 Chasseur Regulations red-
uced the firing line from three to two ranks and emphasized
the skirmishing ability of formations up to battalion size. In
1852, all French infantry units adopted the 1845 Chasseur
Regulations.''°

It was not long before the U S Army followed suit. In
1854, a board chaired by Major William Hardee convened at
West Point to examine the new French regulations and to
prepare a translation, the actual translator being Lt. Stephen
Vincent Benet. The result of this board’s work was Rifle and
Light Infantry Tactics printed in 1855 and commonly known
as ‘‘Hardee’s Tactics’’ because the chairman of the board,
Major (later General) William Hardee, taking a leaf from
Scott’s book, put his name on the title page of the manual'"!
FIG 7.

Hardee’s Tactics were only concerned with formations up
to the battalion level. During the early part of the Civil War,
Hardee was used for training units smaller than a brigade
while the third volume of Scott’s Tactics were used for
brigades and larger units.''* Officers found this system
confusing because the third volume of Scott made numerous
references to the first two volumes which were not in use. In
1862 both Scott and Hardee were replaced in the Federal
army by new manuals, a continuation of the process that
began at Valley Forge in 1778 and is ongoing to this day.'"?

The story of U S infantry drill manuals from 1778 to 1862
is largely the story of the increasing dominance of French
Army infantry manuals, beginning with abridgements in the
case of Smyth’s Regulations and Duane’s Hand Book, and
progressing to wholesale adoptions in the case of the 1815
Regulations, 1825 Tactics, Scott’s Infantry Tactics and
Hardee’s Tactics. It is interesting to note that, of the six U S
manuals taken from French originals, no less than five were
based almost directly on the 1791 Reglement, a tribute to the
enduring quality of that system of discipline.

A history of infantry drill books, however, is not a history
of infantry tactics. As was stated at the beginning, manuals
are only a training aid; they are an indication of intent, not a
statement of event. In combat, the ‘‘book’’ is usually the first
thing that gets discarded.
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