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Dear Discussion Leader : 
When you first glanced at the title 

of this issue of ARMY TALKS you 
probably wondered what the devil we 
were up to now. You were perplexed 
as to how a discussion could, revolve 
around- a . " Picture e)uiz." 

The German Army has a game c.alled 
Kriegspiel (play war) from which they 
derive amusement .as well _'as leari:iing 
strategy and tactics. · · 

Issue of ARMY TALKS to uu;t~ 
in France has been increased to 
an ayerage of ten copies per 
company, or equiYalent unit. 
Under present conditions in the 
field discussions are impracticable 
or impossible. For this reason 
distribution has been increased, so 
thtzt these ARMY TALKS may 
be PASSED AROUND FROM 
MAN TO .MAN. As soon as. 
possible i~sue . in the U.K. will be 
on the. ba$iS of . three copies per 
company. If . conditions /.ermit 
diJCussion, then DJSCUS • If 
they .don't, then see that ARMY 
TALKS copies CIRCULATE •. 

. It's a game in wl).ioh ·. y~u attaok, . . . 
defend or retreat- without , catching a . comiri.itting th~m Qn the battlefield. 
slug when you make a mistake. . They are , e.q-9r$ that your training 

In this issue we have combined should . enable 'you . to catch. They are 
Kriegspiel with the qtiiz game-only errors· that your men must not commit I 
the 64 dollar question is-your Jife ! This is a part of Combat Orientation. 

'<:;::ombat sih:Jations·. that .. are being ·You, as a discussibn leader, are our 
confronted every .day on the battlefield contact with the men we are trying to 
- · that are being confronted at this very rea'ch. · It is your j'ob to give those men 
moment- are presented in picture , a chance. for their lives. You can do 
fortn. You and your men are to use this by bripging . these combat tips 
these pictures in a , quiz program. . before them. and encouraging lively 
Check them and, using your .training c;li$cussion, .Make·· them realize the 
and experience-plus common sense- . vital iinportance . . :of these "combat 
diagnose the ei:rors committed where' issµes." · · · .· · 
there are errors or the procedure to American s.oldfors have died and 
be followed in situations where the Ame~can soldiers haye been wounde'd 
enemy is contacted. making these errors~analysis : less 

The errors are flagrant and would errors equals less casualties. 
probably result in disaster for the men THE EDITOR. 

tt The purpose of the program is to give the soldier 
psrch.ological preparation for combat, and a better 
realization of the import of every phase of his military · 
training. Emphasis will be placed on combat orientation. 
The mental and physical conditioning of the enent)', and 
a proper e'Yaluation of the enem)'' s weapons and fighting 
qualities will bt stressed. A better u'ntlnstanding of the 
bacltground of the "'""' and the solditf''s rtljJon1ibllitits 
;,. the post-war world will also be developed • ••• " 

BY COMMAND OF GENERAL EISENHOWER. · 
(Extract from letter ETO, 1 August, 1944, AG 352/2 OpSS, Subject 1 

Combat Orientation Program~) .. 
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What's Wrong With This Picture? 

I N this issue, ARMY ·TALKS gives you a new method to add variety 
to your discussion groups. By the use of picture-problems and the 
principle of competition, "What's Wrong With This Picture" wi~ 

stimulate hot discussion, no matter what branch of the service your outfit 
is in. It's a tested method that works. 

On the assumption that every soldier on this side of the Atlantic may 
find himself near the front before we're through, we urge you to use this 
method, not only because it's an interesting puzzle, but because this is the 
stuff that can save liv'es. It tests the ability of a man to recognize field 
situations which he has been taught in basic training, and in which he may 
find himself at any time. Every branch of the service is represented on the 
casualty lists. Therefore, this is directed at T/5 Brown in a Quartermaster 
Depot . as well as· at Cpl. ·Green in the Infantry; · 

Here's how it works. On the following pages six typical military scenes 
are portrayed. In ~ch .picture there are a number o( seri~us errors-errors 
which, if committed, would mean dead soldiers. Your discussion group 
may be too large for everyone to see the pictures. Therefore, a complete 
description of the scene has been provided on the oppos~te pages. Use 
your own words to ·describe it. The object, of course, is to have the men 
in your group call out the mistakes as soon as they are recognized. Under­
neath the descriptions are the answers. Maybe your group will discover 
some other answers that we have missed. 

Be sure to make . it a competitive session. You might divide the group 
into two teams. Start reading the description. The man who first recognizes 
a mistake should raise his hand. Call on him immediately; don't wait 
until you have finished the reading or description. To encourage participa­
tion, a man who has already called a mistake should not be called on again 
unless he is the only man on his team to recognize the other errors. The 
side which has the largest number of first recognitions in any one of the 
problems wins that round. 

Here's another way: Divide the group into two teams. Show the picture 
and describe it to one side only, while the others listen. Read the complete 
description first, then see how long it takes them to point out every error. 
Do the same to the otJier team on the next problem. Make it a race against 
time. At the end; the team which has the least total elapsed time wins. 

If you feel tha...t some of the problems don't apply to your particular 
outfit, omit them. Use only the ones ' you wish. Make up your own 
situations, but make it competitive. If an argument develops about the 
answers, that's good. Keep it going. It's iust another chance to drive 
home vital tr;aining tips. ' 



' ARMY TALKS 

Pix Quiz No. I 

ARTILLERY IS A FIGHTING TEAM 
The greatest example of teamwork in the Army is a well­

trained gun crew. But a gun crew doesn't just happen. It takes 
endless hours of sweat, drill and dry-runs. That sweat is paying 
off now in France, Italy and the South-west Pacific. Our accurate, 
devastating artillery fire has been one of the military sensations 

· of World War 11. In the folrowing description, artillery experts 
will pick out the errors easily. Others may not, but it will give 
them a. better idea of tbe intensive training and teamwork 
necessary in artillery action-a fact we often take too much for 
granted. ·· .. 

This 105 mm. _howifzer went into position last night and has 
opened fire this· inoi'.'ning. The gun is . ill' a field,. and the onJy · 
tree nearby is in the ·background behind the amm~ni.tion. _Thp 
gunner is straddling the trails, which have just be~ dropped, 
and is looking through ·his sights. The No. I m~.n i.s . ~aiding the 
lanyard as the Chief of Section raises his hana. ·· Th,e No. 2 man 
is crouching behind the gunner and holding a shell, 'one end of 
which rests o~ the ground, the other .in hi.$ left tlancf. Empty 
shell casings ·he on the ground between the trails, w·ith a pick, 
an axe and two. shovels in the immediate foregr~und. In the 
background are· the ammunition handl~rs-three crouching, one 
standing-and the fuse setter. The shelrs are lined up standing 
on end. 

lfthi$group, by some remote chance, should contin1,Je firing th~ 
piece without casualties, they will have made at least nine mistakes. 
Can you find them ? 

Answers: 

I. The howitzer is not camouflaged. 
2. The howitzer is not dug in. 
3. The Chief of Section should not have his hand raised (signi­

fying the piece is ready to fire) if the gunner is not ready (he 
is still looking through his sights). 

4. The No. I man should not touch the lanyard until t~c piece 
is ready to fire. 

5. The gunner should not straddle the trail. 

' 
-t; 



6. The empty shell casings should be thrown out of the way. 
7. The shells in the rear should be horizontal-not standing on 

end. ' 
8. The No. 2 man in the foreground is letting his shell touch the 

ground (i.e., dirt on the shell means dirt in the breech). 
9. The man near the ammunition should be squatting, not 

standing. 

5 



• ARMY TALKS "' 

Pix Quiz No. 2 

HOW A MORTAR CREW OPERATES 
The effectiveness of the mortar has been one of the great 

surprises of the war. But, like any other weapon, it is not so 
effective if improperly used. Here is a 60 mm. mortar squad in 
action. The gun positron is on the forward .slope of a hill. The 
ground -itself is fairly even, with no ridges' or depressions, and the 
batter.ed· remains of a tree trunk djrectly behind the mortar is 
the oniy vegetation in sight. 

Four of the men are grouped near the piece, ~htle the fifth · is 
lying In the field 1lboUt·twenty yards to the rear,. . As-the gunner 
is aiming, the assistaiit gunner is · ~ouched fac~ng t~ ~<nrection of 
gun· fire, his right hand crossed over and holding th(l'.,Jeg of the 

tripod, while his .1.eft -hand holds the shell ·ready,, ·n>·~y.~ ·It into 
the"barref. A ring is attached to the nose of.-t he .shell. The 
observer . stands directly behind the tree tr~nf °Ml<f:t he fourth 
man lies prone to the right of the observet.' -'._. ,- .. : . 

Before this gun crew gets knocked off by som.e- .N3*1 bullets, 

can you tell th;m five serious mista~es th~y are mi~lng l 

Answers: 

I. The position has been badly chosen. On the forward slope 
of a hill, with no concealment and no defilade, they wouldn't 
last long. 

2. The men are badly placed, some too close, one too· far away 
-and the observer should be elsewhere, rtot so near the . 
piece. 



20 September, · 1944 

~- The gunner is in the proper position for aiming, but the 
assistant gunner is not loading properly. 

4. Since the gunner is still aiming, the assistant should not have 
the projectile ready to drop into the barrel. 

5. The ring is still hanging from the projectile. This means 
that the pin has not been pulled and the round will not fire. 



• ARMY TALK 

Pix Quiz No~ 3 

YOU T.00 CAN FA<!E ENEMY TANKS, 
Just because you re in a quartermaster, supply or finance _outfit, 

don't think that you might n_ot be caught short_ some sunny · 
afternoon-rooking into . the gun of an ·approaching German 
Mark .IV tank. It'~ · already happened· many-time-s.- ·If you'll note 
(arefully what serious mistakes these ·me~ are making; it ·may 
save you·r hide some day.' · 

/ 

These are some American ~o_ld·ier;s -figbti_~g off a · German tank 
attack, somewhere in . franc~. 'fh.e -, tank is 'thundering down­
the side of a hill. Directly in the . p;it~ olthe onrushing 'tan~ "a 
soldier rears up from his foxhole and' cocks his arm .to ·hurl an 
Improvised bomb at his armored opponent. The man in the 
foreground crouches in his shallow foxhole; his ·back arid head 
above the surface of_ th~ ground. . In th.e background, a third . 

' man has turned away ar;id is. removing his GI Hide .in a hurry. 

Before· th~. tank gets any further, tell these guys four things 
they bet~er stol? ~oing-but quick t 

· Answers i 

I. :The '!Ian ·n the background is doing the worst possible thing · 
i~ the face of an armored ~ttac~. He became panicky and 
left his foxhole to run. · . ; 

2. The man in the foreground is doing the proper things in the 
face of the attack; but he has neglected, for one reason or 
another, to dig ~is foxhole df?ep enough. If the tank swerves 
~n his directio'!,.h~'ll be cr~shed. 

\• 
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3. ln1)is excitement the man preparing to hurl the sticky bomb_ 
at the tank has chosen the wrong moment. He should hide 
in his foxhole until the tank has passed, and then hurl his 
improvised bomb at the tank's more vulnerable rear, at 
which time he can't _possibly be seen. 

4. The two foxholes are much too close together and also on 
the reverse slope of a hill. 

(The tank, incidentally, is a PzKW IV, the commonest of 
the Nazi armored tanks, corresponding to our Mediums.) 
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Pix.~. -Ouiz No. __ 4 

MINES ARE .A SERIOUS BUSINESS· 
Here is a night patrol cn'gagcd in one of the most danger-au~ 

, )obs of the war-mine l9cating. In this kind of business, you 
dE:m't get a second chanc~. That's why these boys ~ave ·to be 
on the--ball 100 percent of the time, whether they are m training 
~t dbing .the .real thi~g. One slip, and you'_rc a d1ad pigeon. · 

. . . . 
:c_ -,. ·:~-t- • tf • • • • ~- .. • - " ; • . -

There...ate ,four men on tnis night patrol. Three of.them have 

cra~f~d, up, ~t~. ~ . taut .wire, while the fourtli?min has dropped 
behind to ~Hg up ·a· ~ine. The man jn the foreground· carries 
h is ~_m_~rkcrs (4~ ~~Jtc . circles) ardmrd h~ ~ft '.' (iy:r ist, the othe~ 
h~~· attached th~irs to their belts. The s~c'ond man is cutting 
t he wire~ . using a· cioth -an~t Wire-cutters. All out one have 

t hejr sleeves rolled up and their · ar~· bare. Ji!~~t for the 
s·ingle strip of white clqth which guides ,,the m~r .· i~ t_h~ darkness,' 
the surface of the mine ffol~f.is clear. 

Before these fou r soldier~ g~~ th€msQ!yes a.f!.'a,mful of cl~uds , 
can you find at tea&f four· t hings they are dofug '·wrpng ? 

·~(!:._ •• -~ 

Answers i 

I. The mari . cutting the Wire is committing the· wotst' er..Or ... 
Taut wires· across ·mine trelds are u!Sed to set off' ·the ·mine$. 
It should be marked ·and left for the removal squad to handle. 

'<> ~-

2. The man in the foreground is almost as balf_.:_hiS steeves 
should be_ ro,led up and his arms bar~. ot_h~is~.,_,groping 
ar:ound in ~he dar~, _his sleeves or wrist watch might catch 
on a trip-wire. 



20 September, 19«- · 

3. The soldier digging up the mine is, q>mmitting two errors. 
First, his job is merely ~o locate and niark the min~. The 
retnoval ~quad coming behind will. ·dispose of them, and 
second. he has dropped out of line. · An even front should 
be kept, sq that all the ground is covered. 

4. AlthouJh· :~ men are carrying markers (the wire circles), 
they hav~n•t marked any mines. If they had, it would _show 
-because mines are planted close .together: 

11 
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· . KEEP'EM ROLLING WITH SUPPLIES 

. The gang that moves up fuel to the tanks and trucks at the 
front has no snap job. They are often No. I on the enemy's 
aircraft and artillery hit parade. Their job de11_1ands extra care 
and caution, be.cio~e. if th~y don't deliver, the t~~ks· 1 don't roll. 
It's·~ as simple ·as thllt. . . 

?fhis ~is) ~.!~~ ~I'll ~ump - in Eastern_ Fra~~e; and two t ·rucks are 
par ked on: ·a n•r:row~ . one-way- mud road :f~· · \g each other' and 

. ~aiting fb~ tfl,!r ~~~PiY . cans .. :t~ b~ exchi,ngedJ?r full~ o~es. · The 

s~ll area t~~ :~~ beerl-«~l~a!~d away"f~~ ~~:l>\Jrpose . ~s in t"e 
. @ms.of dense' _(ofiage and ~ees, ara~ the ~:mlfoebjetts . .Outsid~ of . -
the natural growth and the-~ucks. areth¢· gasolJrie:· ca~s. lm·m~ · 
diately beside o_ne ~f _the :~r-~ks is ~--.~·~ grou~:· or, .-~n;, tightly. 

, pack~d _in rows of fours . . , Sorile of die. Uds>are. <>P~n ·and ·.some 
... ~· - ,,.. t. t. J .... • ')~ 

~ «;:l_osed. -Two_ stray cans have been t&rowr:i ·a id~ .. One -'· Jlian 
i~ checking _cans; .two men are carrying. ·thim' _to-:-and from the 

truck; a fourth ·man ~tands ~~n t,Jle truefc ar~'~ging the. cans· in · 
ro':fl,S an·d stacking.'the~ tWQ aeep. . . . 

~... . . ·"'" 

. ,~ The way the~e soldiers are working, there's just about a ·so-SO 
·~ance- t~ey~ll . <teliver the goo.ds. Point out fo .. 1.1r err~I"$ they · 

' ~re making. . . 
"'··' 

Answers: 

I. The cans are arranged wrong. They should be in two rows 
so that they are more accessible, and thus speed up the 
loading. 

2. The lid~ of all the ca'ri~ should be keipt Clo$~ · ; leaving them 
open allows 'the gas fumes to escape and .invites fire. . 

3. There hav~ bee_n no preca~tio~s taken ;iict,in~i; 'fir~ .,There 
should be a pile of dirt to throw on aoy flames a.Ki afso an 
extinquisher handy. There should also be " no smoking " 
signs to remind the men. 



20 September, 1944 · 

4. The cans should be farther off the trail, so that the loading 
tr~ck ean pull off and allow traffic to keep mO¥ing. This 
way, it is holding up the other truck, which incidentally is 
going tff; ~ wrong ~ay. ; • one-way traffic in · any dump is 
imperative~ · · , · 

13 



ARMY TA.LIS 

Pix Quiz No. 6 · . 
PATROL SPOTS GERMAN POSITION 

The efficiency of any combat unit is no better than its informa­
tion. There's a technique in giving information, just as there 
is to driving a tank. Compare the message th is patrol leader 
s~ds back, to the correct way as described in th~ ~nswers. 

At 1800 ~ours an American ·patrol, ~~il:hidderf in ~he woods, · 
discov.ers ten German soldiers in a clearing. . They have evidently 
just come '- ~ver- the hil! in th~ background, ~ a machine-gunner 
and two ritlem~n ar~· guctrding the path. ;From the uniforms 
and helmets, r~u can teiLthat nine .of the. sol~ers are paratroopers . 
and one is an · infant(yn:ian. Two of th~-- paratroopers have 
machine-guns, one a Schf!leisser ma~hi rie f' burp gun '') pistol 
and the rest carry rifles. hi the grou~·~ five i~ tJle .foreground, 
the infantry soldier is apparently giving dii ections ~nd indicating 
the location on a map. -· - .. 

After observing this scene·, ~gt. CannQn! t~e patrol leader, 
sent back the following . message: .. " To: _ Capt. Smith-Saw 
group German soldiers 20 yard E of Hi11·604. ~ They had machine 
gun. Signature : Cannon, Sgt. Time signed : 1820.'.' ·-

Why was Sgt. Cannon busted l 

Answers: 

I. Message should contain number and date. 
2. Message shouJd not be addressed to Capt. Smith by name. 
3. There are 10 soldiers in the picture. The word "group,, 

does n·ot indicate this. . 
4. Nine of the soldiers are paratroopers, as indicated by their 

helmets and uniforms. The tenth soldier is ·an infantryman, 
shown by his helmet and uniform. 

5. The time of observation is not given. 
6. The infantry soldier is a pparently giving directions and 

indicating the location on a map. The me5sa~ d~es not 
give any information as to what the enemy was doing. 

~erintcd by Newnes & Pearson Printing co .. Ltd::··EXDioorstreet: N-.- K:cnsington:·1.01idon.w.10. 
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7. The number of machine-guns' is not gi.ven. -.· . . 
. 8. Actio,i ~~n by our.patr:oUs not &iven. . Patrol le~der should . 

llave ind~ what fte Intended to do, sudl .as: " Am 
rem•Jning .Jn obs~atfe>n.'• . . · . . . . _ . - :_ ... . . . 

9. Every message must contain all information: WHO, WHAT, 
. . WHEJ-t •. :WHEJlE. WHY;, aad sometim,es , HOW. . . 

15 



II "The smart soldier lives." · 

II He is . armed with the greatest " ·secret" 
\\'eapon . ever developed-· -his brain. · 

II The United States Anny is deterniined to have a 
" heads-up " ~team-an a_rmy that knows· what the 
score is. 

- That's the job of Orientation, of ARMY TALKS, 

which brings you the _experiences of ipen ·in combat­
lessons learned in the ~world's most dangerous school 
-to take you through battle victoriously· and bring 
you back in one piece. 

Toof? in on your American Forces Network. station for 
a dramati.Zed pre.sen~tion of the week's ARMY TALK. 
Tie it up with your ratk, use it as a self-starter for the 
discussion. Time: Saturday 30 September 1944 at 
1030 hours. Choose any convenient spot where you 
have a radio and a room for yotir platoon to listen in, 
and follow up discussing the subject. 

The subject matter of this week's ARMY TALK will appear in an illustrated 
GI digest iii the "Warweek" supplement of "Stars and. Stripes" on 
Thursday 28 September 1944. Purpose: to enable the soldier to enter the 
discussion with knowledge of the subject. '' \Varweek," official orientation 
organ for the ETO, is striving t9 make the American soldier in this theater 
the best informed soldier in the ·world. 

·~- m · ·~"·~··· 
GENERAL GEORGE .·c. MARSHALL 


