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EUR OPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS 

·· Who's who, ·what's : what, ··and· ·Bau's .hofer ~. 

ONCE upon a time you and your pals lived in a barracks o~ Nissen 
· hut. It was crampe~ . and uncomfortable, and you were m each 
other's way. So what did you do? You made the best of it. 

But all of a sudden Joe Jerk in the bed next to yours decides he wants 
. more living space . . He fi_gures out !ie can't get along in the space allotted 
to him. In addition to his own space, he wants some of yours, too. In fact, 
he wants to take one whole end of ·the barracks and run it the way he 
pleases. Sure, he'll let a few other men live in it, too, but they'll work for 
him, and he'll divvy up .their living space. ac~~rding to his own liking. 
He'll say who cleans up. He'll tell the boys when they can go to chow and 
to the latrine, and exactly which chow lines and latrines the}" can go to. 
And, to make it final, he'll pretty well tell everyone in the barracks exactly 
where he gets off, including th~ sergeant. 

Suppose this Joe Jerk happens to be a pretty r,ugged guy, and what's 
more, s,nart. He's got reasons for muscling in and pushing the boys around. 
His reasons are these : · · 

1. I'm too big a guy _to get along in such cramped space. 
2. I'm a better guy than yo~-smarter and stronger_:_and I deserve 

a better -break than Pm getting. 

3. I don't like the way you guys run your parts of the barracks~ and 
I'll take over and show you how to do it-my way. ·· 

4. It's GoCI's law for a guy like me to have more. space than the rest of 
you-and the very fact that I want more space proves that I'm a 
better guy than you are. 
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5. Finally, don't think that just ·because I'm taJcing just k little more 
roo1ii ~t first I'm . not going to take more'. ·l*t. ·Fa.ct is; the more · 

., ·· I take the more I'U want-and pretty soon.., I'll be running this whole 
.camp, and don't forget it. 

What would -you do to J~e Jerk if he· pulled that kind 'of stuff on' you? 
Don't answer all at once-and· don't be sure you know.the answer. Because 
\i,J:at k.ind -of $tuff J;ias b,.een pull~.d op you before-and you let Joe ~t away 
w1~b 1t . . Only· it . wasJ.?..'~Joe Jer~~it was Joe·,Germapy. And it ,~~n't . 
your own· little barracks-it was . the whole world. · 

Special · ~Science.'= Covets ·. Theories 
'· 

. Maybe you~ll say it~s~ a cqmpletdy different· case-:--that if Hider had · got 
·!Jp on:his hind ~~·<:.t c;tnd sounded off the wayJ~ Jerk <lid, _you'd h~ve gone 
9v~ -on ~he . next iboat ancf perso'nally :: crqWried"- him.I. The truth is that 
liyjng ~pace-{' 'l.e:bensrau,m .'' : ~ . ih'.e.. Kiati.t,s ... ~9~1 : -i_t-is something the 
~z.:mans haye been y~meri~.g_ abput for · a ~ong time. '. The Germans, in 
fact, .have tr..U!l)ped .up a special ~iente th21(aealS v.rith the living room 
!~ea ; it proves that Germany is . entitled .t(> all the room she can grab. 
This science is called Geopoli·tics. Maybe you never heard of it-but 
nearly ·everybody in Germany who's graduate~' from_ kindergarten has. 
Ttk man who pu't geopolitics on a pay-dirt 'basis 'is a master-mind· cailed 
Haushofer. ·And the angd who pa'5'S Hat,iSofer's bills ·is Adolf Hitler. · 

When you take ti;vo· things . fike ' geography and politics; and link them 
together ,the - res~lt' doesn't, compete. ,with a coini,c ·strip or a western story _ 
JOr· hair-raising interest. -Y-et 'geopolities-::Js this ci;>mbination . of ·geography 

. ~d po~itics i.s calle-0-i_s one of .the thi·ngs that got' us into ~s -war. · 

'. While we" were iead.!ntl:;the funnies · .Uermai;i: J9dsj wepe reading maps. , 
'Y~l~: \ve yvere )nte~est~d in how .~lJe. -~~ge~ we e ydpjpg, c:~r~~.ns. w~re 

-.d1v1d11}g the .w~rld up Jnt-0 pe~t Iit.~le pack.a~ all_ d0 .e ·UP, ~p red" ;white 
and .black string, wi'gi ~ ~ hvasfika,,\D;9.f· .. : !rile ~ . e~~~e fi:gyring ppt J;i.9w 
to hit the boss for a raISe, the Germans were. warltiiig out. a master plan 

·i~at puts doWll in ABC 9rder )Vb.at c~tti~s .:. slloilld be conquer~d and 
how. ·· 
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To give you a clue _- to how this -subject _rates with Yanks and 
Jernes think this over : in preparing. this ARMY TALK it was 
possible to find about half a dozen books - and publicati9ns in 
the English language that discussed geopoli9cs. - But a ,recent list of 

German qooks contains 3,000 book titles under. th6 heading "Geopolitik. " · 
And there have been dozens of magazines . published in Germany that 
de~l with nothing <?lse _but thi~ brai~-racki~ theme. 

There isn't a man, woman or child living in Germany to\lay to whom 
Major General Karl Haushofer doesn',t have a very special · _meaning. 
Probably the one man to whom Haushofer has the gr~~test meaning of all 

_ is Adolf Hitler: Hitler and Haushofer_ got togeth~r back in 1923, while 
Hitler was sitting in jail Writing Mein Kampf Practically all those parts 
of M ein Kampf that deal with Germany's slant on the outside world
Germany's 'complaint that it doesn't have enough room to live in, and 
Germany's determination · to get what.it want~-all that is a double play 
from Haushofer to Hitler. · 

Blame .- It On Friedrich ·list · 
· ' 

Haushofer · didn't inyent geopolitic~. - This special German science 
goes back to I 825; to a 'German named Friedrich List. List went to 
New York and made friends in high places. In one way or another he 
became a U1S. Consul and went ha~k to Germany, where he took a leading 
part in the building of the Gei:man qustoms Uruon--O_ne' of the big factors 
in unifying Germany He committed suicide in . 1846, but before he died 
he had planted the seed of.the "Lebensraum" idea. How.? - By selling 
the Germans ·the idea of copying Am'erica~s ' Monroe Doctrine ! 

1'o List,_ the . Monroe Doctrine w,as reall~ big business. He point~ 
cm t tha t while· Germans were still ·haggling over little hunks of land a~d 
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trying to-fit tliem together into one country, piker-style, the America~ saw 
things in terms of whole co~tinents. · He pointed out that •if Germany 
wanted to be a really big shot in the world it had to spread ·itself oven~U 
of. Europe. List-a friend of Henry Clay and a student of Alexand~r 
Harnilton~~angled the· theory of Lebensraum before the German bigwigs 
of his _day-artd it looked good to them. They did n't figure out that th~ · 
Monroe D6ctririe: was simply ~a "' ' hands-of}:}. ' sign to European t0-ants
and that America; only inter t was to give the newly-born States in the 
Western H emisphere · a chance o ge~ on their feet without being gobbled 
up by greedy European tyrants. To them it was pictured as a.big, Yankee 
land-:grab. 

Another German with an itch for more living space was an ex-soldier 
and· geographer-with a name that's easy to remember-Ratzel. Ratzel 
said : " A large spa{:€ maintains life." · 

Ratzel didn't know it, but when he said that about 60 years ago, h~ 
gave Haushofer anc;l Hitler exactly what they needed in I 923. Pqt yourself 
in t_heir place. If you were looking fur an excuse to push the guy · in tbe 
next bed out ipto the cold, and you could find .a flat statement like that 
froin a· big..:shot geographer, you'd have what the goctor ordered, wouldn't 
you? Instead of behaving like a tough bum, you'd pul~ th~ book ·on him. 
You'd say it is y,ouf '' nat~ 'righC' to grab ·more space. It soimds . bet~er 
-and if the other guy is dllinb, the diances of a comeback ai·e slimmer,~ 

·. . .. · . . . . . ... 

Ratzel' s . Seven-Poi-tit Theory . bf . Growth. 
Ratzel had been a soldier in the ·Franco-Prussian war. He wa.s ,.Voirn~ed 

twice and dec9rated twice. After Ge~~~my .beat france in·. that war, he 
got a lot of satisfaction out of" G<frmany~ inereased -size. He visited 
America, lo9ked enviously at the sp:read of our continent. 'So, adding 
brains and muscle, geography and ffiilita.rism, he .figure'd out seven laws 
of German growth.. Here are the rules Ratzel laid down :-

I . A country grows as its culture grp\vs. 
2. If~ country grows in ideas and in production; it will also grow in size. 
_3· A country grows by taking over and absorbih.g s.ma,ller countries. 
4 . . The boundaries of a c-0untry are like the skin of a man. As the sta.te 

grow$, strengthens and changes, the boundt;1ries naturally change 
with them. · 
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5· \\Then a country grows •it tends to take over v~Ju.able- parts of other 
countries-c9astlines, river beds, . plains <l;nd regions rich in resources. . 

6; Countries · with a high standard ·of ci~ilization are the first to have 
the urge to take on more terri_tory . 

. 7. The more terd.tory a country takes -over; the hungtier it gc~s for 
· even i:nore territory-or, .as one v.rriter put it, "Appetite comes while 

eating." 
Ratzel summed the · whole thing up .in the statement : 
"There is on this small .planet sufficient space for only one great state." 

Another was : '' The decay of every ~ountry is the result of the 
declining space consciousness of_ its people.". 

Everything R atzel said boiled down to the one word, Lebensraum. 
Ratzel's ·ideas ar~ the Nazis' ideas to-da y_ '1n fact todays' Naz.is arc 

noth~ng more- than big Rat~els.: ·Here ·is how- it happened. 

·Haushof er . Explai~s -1918 Germa n ·Defeat 

The Germans were beaten in ·1918~ Haushofer, who had been a ·gene.ral 
in that war, tried to figure out the reason for the defeat. He asked himself 
why the Germaq people had so readily surrendered. His answer was : 
·"Because the. German people has· ':lever possessed the Lebensrauin idea 
inwardly~ as a people, or cherished· it as a spiritual treasure." 

H~ushofer began to see hi~ mlssi~n in life _:_ open. the ·_eyes of the 
German people to the full meaning of space. · 

Rudolf Hess . i:nt.roduced. Hausho{er to Hitler. In Hitler, Haushofer 
found the man who could bring his · ideas to life. 

When Hitler took over Germany he promptly appointed Haushofer to 
tne presidency o( the German Academy. He decreed Haushofer's wife, 

· who _ was partly Jewish, and their sons, to be "Aryans." He built and 
paid fo( a tremendous geopolitical research organization in· Munich. 
Haushofor-rarely appeared in public: .He was · nev~r seen ar the big Nazi 
celebrations. He ,didn't wear a fancy uniform like Goering. He didn't 
make speeches like Goebbels. The ·exact degree. to which- he influences · 
Nazi policy isn't. known. Some people claim Hitler. has made no move · 
without Haushofer's approval ;. . others claim . tha.t Haushofer's influence 
has been greatly. ~xaggerated. The truth probably lies som.ewhere between 
the. two . 

. Lefs see for a .minute the special · kind of eye-:-wash Haushofer was · 
peddling. To . do that, we have to look at another man-an Englishman 

. named Sir Halford ·Mackinder-from · whom Haushofer stole the idea 
which he twisted into the shape he and Hitler wanted. Mackinder, a 
patFiotic English~an and a serious student of geography, was deeply 
concerned with England's position in the future world. . In 1-904 ·he made 
a short speech to the Royal G~ographical Society in London; Very few 
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· people . heard it. Few peop~e read it. But when :Htlishofer .ran acro8s. a i 
du_sty copy, he saw in it the prize package in his bag_of tricks. 

Mackinder had tossed aside all fixed ideas of geography and the bounP.arY, 
· lines · ·of · different" countries. He saw the world divided ·into vast land 
masses and vast areas of ocean. He noticed that the greatest land mass 
in the _ world was a " Heartland.,., formed by a eombination of Europe 
-and a part of Asia--fand cut off from the sea and mhabited by land-locke- . 
peoples. Fringing this "Heartland," as he called it, were border lands 
inhaqited by · sea-far~ng people: Mackinder ask~d : " ls not the· pivot -
of world politics that vast region of Europe al)d Asia cut off from the' sea, --' 
_})ut which toda~ is about to be covered by a neh,Vork_ of railways ? " . t 

Mackinder realize..d that in this region lay· the seeds of tre:µiendous -
military and econo~~ power. In '. this broap region were Russia·, and ,4 • 

Germany. If Germany, and Russia were joinea a,nd took over · the border 
lands of Europe and1 Asia which faced the oce.ani, thefi the vast resour~es 
of the greatest ' land mass in tpe world would _be available for building 
great fleets. The empire of the world would then be in sight. 

Mac.\cind~r, writing fo~ the E~glish, poi~te.d t o .the d~ger or' a ~ rman- .. . 
Ru:ss·an aUianc~·jo:irWig the pivot peoples of th~" Heartland." · He want~_d . 
an Anglo-Russian understanding. H<; got his wish. After nearly 100 .. 

years of bad feeling between them, Russia. and England . got together· J 
a~ain in. 1907.1 

What 'Heartland' Meant To Haushof ert --~ 
What did all this mean to Haushofe ? He saw how Mackinder's ideas -~~ 

could be worked in reverse. He realized that three-quart~rs of the sqrface ·_ . 
of the globe is covered by ocean. Two of the remaining three-twt;lfths _ 
were covered by the joint continents of Europ:e, Asia and Africa. Amer· ca '- .. 

·and Australia together barelf occupied one-twelfth and are thus 'merdy;,:-: 
smaller islands deta-ched from the big · World Island. Haqshofer ' sa~;~;'. 
.that the World Island could out-build and out-fight all powers based · on•Jf. 
the American or Australian islands: ·The World Island, wh~ch onlyr a~;~ 
great•Iand power could conquer; would enable that great land power.-·to-. · 
become also the greatest sea power of all times. · 

·"'' ( . , . . . 
': 

\ 
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Mackinder knew that qnnmand ·of the Heartland spelled world rule. 
','Who rules Eastern Em:oRe;" he said., "commands the Heartland; who 
rules the Heartland commartds the ·World Island; wh-0 commands the 
World Island rules the world." 

Haushofer picked up the ·ball and ran with it. All Germany had to 
do, he saw, was to rule Eastern Europe. Then the rest of the world ,wpuld 
fa:H into Germany's lap. · -How Germany and J3..ussia joined together 
didn't" matter to Haushofer. People get together in a friendly way-;0r 
one of them slugs the oth~r a·nd sits on him. As it turned out, Germany 
tried to do both. · 

~aushofer and Hitler started ~ut under great handicaps. Geopolit~cs 
wa.S the master plan of conquest they needed. After the la-st war a belt of 
small states had beerr created around Germany . . Haushofer built a 
"scientific~' case for blotting out such states. "They are," he complained, 
' ~ bits of states." He argued that they were too smaU to have what" it 
takes for independent existence. 

T~at didn't stop Haushofer from making a . big case for the -right' of 
people to govern themselves. "Soviet Russia," he pointed out, "is made 
up -of many ra,cial minorities. E~ch vf these minorities should rule itse'f." 
His idea was to break Russia down to the same little bits of states he 
complained a:bout on Germany's bofders. His hope was that t~ese states, 
small and weak, would lean on Greater Germany and give Germany control 
of the Heartland. 

Haush<?~ was also coJU7inced that the Brjtish Empir.e w.~:s all washed 
up. The roots ·of .British . pqwer were withering, he said . . . When the 
British Empire placed its Dominions on a basis of equality in 1926, he 
saw in this democratic act .the surrender of power. " Isn't this surrender 
df power,"· Hanshofer asked, " the first step · towards dissolutiQn ? " The 
march of the dominions toward complete self-government, as Hattshofer 
saw it, meant that British power was in a state of decay. 

· Haushof er And· The ·Monroe Doctrine 

The United States was a hard nut for Haushofer to crack. Like Friedrich 
List, 1 oo years before him, Haushofer was an admirer of America's Monroe 
Doctrine, which Haushofer liked to point to as an example of sound geo
political principle worked out in practice. And yet the United States 
didn't see eye to eye with Germany in the last war and didn't warm up to 
Haushofer, Hitler and Company and their Lebensraum idea in this war. 
So Haushofer explained it away by saying that the American people are 
a backward people because they are a racial hodge-podge. He hinted 
that internal troubles would tear the United States apart unless it got 
on. the geopolitical band wagon. 

- Haushofer didn't like the idea of the United States and Britain getting 
'on !0-0 wdl. He tried to egg !~ld_!l.i~ed ~tates on w kJ!ocki_ng th~ p:r:_ops 

. ' 1 
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from ·under th~ · British Empire. At the same time he warn~d- Great Britain 
against mortgaging-- her · empire to · the ·United · States;· which; Haushefer 
said, was interested in l_iquid.ating the E~pire. 

Haushofer predicted war between the United -States-and Japan . . This 
sound prediction is cancelled-.hy ·his statement that Germany,,. which would 
hy thaL time be ruling the -roost in Europe, would wnpire the . tontest. 
Haushofer · never proposed the German-] apanese · alliance in so many -
':Vords ;. what he did do was to build up a lis~ of japan's· griev~~ces against 
t'he same countries which OJ?posed Germany's Lebensraum ambi.tions. 

· Haushpfer'.s in~uerice .r~a_ched . ou~ into every nook ang corner QfQe~many's 
life, His . le~turns at th~ University of Munich were packed.. The Army 
anq the' A1:p~oiiiatic ~ei-Vice saJ ip' ~he front seats . .. Thou5ands of men we~e
trained by tJ::ie 'master t_Djoin his staff.or to go out into the world and spread 
the Nazis.' geopolitical ideas. . · ' -

; · .. 

. Haushofer- kept in close. personal contac-t · with Hitle~, but ·his_ group 
was not part pf: ~he -azi pat ty. .So~e of-his staff .believe~ · that Gerr:pany. 
c~mld expand· by diplom_acy ; Q.ther5 iflSisted it could only expand by war. 

-.. l;he qne. _thing they al~ agreed on was that German Lebe~ramp. rq~t J?e 
.~xpandec;L . · . . · . _ - . , . . . . ; , - .. 

. r<: t 

. . 

'Nctzi-Russian· :· Pact Parf Of Worl~ Plan 
. H aushofer;s -trne conne~tion · ~-vith i ~ler " is b

1

es . show n by G~any's 
strange ~ actions tow~rds· · Rul)sia . ·-W hen. Germany's, V,on Ribbentrop and 
Russia'st~.A - o-to.v s!gneq <i ', peace . pact, ev~ryo9dy . aid i ( proved that 
H qushofer w.;'s top ,rrijri ith Hitl~r. · TP.en ·wqen-Hitler' at tacked· R ussia, 
people said H aushofer ~a out ~ on his ear. · T lie :trv:th is _tlj.at Haushqfer 
had. s aid that Gerroan.y .-~nst. dominate t~e :_ H~iii~land_ l:>,y ~." cplonisation,· 

'It., .... - ·· ·1.. ' .. -. ~ 

i. 
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. aµia~gaf!1a#on .- or q:>nqt_Iest " . Hitler prob~bly 
n<1ver even fOnsult~d Haush9fer. wh~n makii:ig 
his mpmentous . .de~ision. ., Ile _.didn' t _ need to. 
Geopolitics was Nazi foreign policy . . 

Haushofer's biggest ·success was· indoctrinating 
the German masses with geopolitical ideas . 

. No country in the· world · ptiblislied so many 
-~~~~ii~~~6maps as the Ger.mans did.· ln no country _in the 
G wor1d .did people become as familiar w: th maps 

as th~ Germans. From "kindergarten .on through 
. the grades, German kids were brm~ght up on 

. . -- . - . . maps. Beauhrul; . colored 'map.s qf Lebensraum 
were _d£splayed allover Germany'. Propaganda_ maps were qistrihli!ed by 

, - , po~te_~ , ·· m?~fn~ _P~t~e_s, ~agazines, . ,le~~ts, , ,and ~~t::n P;?§ta_~e . ~t~~ps. 
;. · . ·They al1 publicized Germany\ Lebensraum ,. .<;~b1ttoi:s~ . . . · . 

... ~ The German Folk Map Service became a . tremendous rriap enterprise. 
It put out cheap and flashy maps to teach history. Boys. and girls learned 

.; their geopolitics from a little iUustrated catechism entitled " The -German 
People and Thei~ Living Space." Movie strips in the Walt-Disney manner 

... popularised::'-L_ebens.raum on the ·screen. . . ,. .. · · 

-Haushqf<;r'i: outp:ut.,llo~ed' over ip.ttf foreign countries-part qf Hitler's 
softening-up .fucti . . . , ·' · -~ · - · ,. .. · - -

, -~ . . ./.. ... . - .. . .. 

, The Up" ~ed Stat s wa.S_ · flciopea ,~th g-eopoliti~al propagand(l. The 
German /~J: __ ;ar ~ rntopp ti_o'.n in. New _York, · rop~g.ana~ . outpost, put -

- - out a )i-ttle': n;raga~i{:te:. called Bacts in Re'()j w. lh It th~ Lebemraum idea 
i·;t ·was. th .~d- .to_ tht!- Afuericaa"·· pJe 48 .. ~ Genn~n version of he Monroe 

Doctri~~:· ';- tebemraum. m~ns \ si~p1y . L1Ving Space~" said Facts in . 
Rel•iew. . " Th~ Leo~cilJm - ~ oof~irie ~hbuld be_ reco~~~d . t roughout 

· the world as is . thd. Monroe poctrm~" . - · ::._ 
·, - >.. .._"'"._ J r 

Carving IJp· Th-e Globe-On Maps 

.. -

In · anoth~r. ~ article America,ns-read . that i .th~ ,\vorld was to . be. divided 
into four_ regions to replace . the present system_ of . . 
independent countri~s- There would be a G~eater ~t ~ 
Europe managed by Germany,. with the Mediterranean 
sub-region under Italian i branch management. · A --
second zone would be .managed by Japan and .. 
would indude China, I,ndo-China, Malays, Burma, k' 

Pacific. ~ The 1 tqird zone would be known as the ~~ { ~ 
Russian greate_r ~rea (at the d:r:ie this w~s published _' \I "' 
Q~rman_y was fn~ndly_ ~o . . Russia'). The fourtq ' z~ne __ ~ 
i1Va. s suppo_sed t.o IJe. t~e .. ~linc~~r. - ~~ .. wou _ include , · .~~ 
,the _ Amencap contme~f But it . ~idn~t rsay 'Who (> 
would ·ma~e·· ... hem. •: . · · · · c , 

':Maps :\vere Wso used to m'ake Ametieam 'suspi.Cious :,· ·i . , 

I 
.\, 

! 
I 
I 

I 
j 
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of the ·British. For example; a map was publJshed entitled 
" England-Threat to . the 1\1onroe Doctrine." It showed the Americas 
in green, but Canada, Bermuda, the Bahamas and the other even 
smaller possessions of Great Britain in the \'\Testern hemi phere were· 
shown in . yellow. On the basis of straight treatment it would 
have ·been · hard · to show how America was being sqaeezed in a 
ring of British power. The . Germans ·got over this by printing all 
the British . areas -in -large; solid, yellow circles. The effect is that the zone. 
in which the Bahamas and Bern1uda lie look about as big as one-third of 

~ the Uriit~d ~tates. The map· shows a small mass" of green almost c:om
pletely stirrou.nded by yellbw. Many an American, unwise to German 
geopolitical _ tricks, must have had fits when he saw that one. 

Special geopolitical stuff was prepared for export to South America. 
Maps and books were prepared showing the great advantages _that would 

- come to Latin-American e4port trade once all European markets were 
-do'-minated by Ge~m'any, and· once the United States ,was out of the i>1c.ture. 

. . . . . ~ - . , . . . .. . . ·• .. . . . 

. i 

,'The -japanese lapped-.'.;u,P· geopolitics and couldn't get enough of. it. 
Haushofer was a great fnena of .the Japs. He wrote Ip.any books -proVIhg 
the.Japs' right to domination in -the Pacific. ' Japanese admirals, generals ~: · 
and politicians ·flocked to : Haushofer's institute in Munich. Lon·g before 
the world woke up to Japan:s. territorial ambitions, the Japanese were .t . 
studying their future bridgeheads of.. ·invasion. . . 

• f' Geopolitics · Pur~ly. ·German ·· Science'! -

With all the dough 'of . e ·Na~~ party to \'\'Ork with, there was nothing 
_ Haushofer couldn't do. ~ : .ot of money £1.Qd facilities. were put at the · 
. disposal of his gro,up of so,call~<! · scientistS.:\, These scientists specialized 
. in the most careful survey qf ge :ITT4J:>hy the world has · ever known. They 

examined every . fact and ·figur~ . ~~ey ·.could possibly lay their hands on, .· 
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whether it had to do with the population of Elgin, _ Illinois, or the amount 
of coal in the mines of Pennsylvania. All this material was evaluated 
and filed away for use by German authbrities: These authorities included 

r tQe German General Staff, who had in H~ushofer's Munich Institute one 
£>£the finest G-z-set~ups the -world has ever known. 

' , 

, if .Einstein, : or . Dr~ Alexa:q.der Fl~ming-the inv~ntor of peni<;illin-:_had · 
ta~en. _over geopolitics, it might have tupied put to be.·a consfrudive science, 

,pf benefit to the entire world. But the .Gerril~ns. ki~ked geopoJitical science 
-~iym~d, i~ the. same_ way .t~t t=1iey kicke~ the foles around. ~ o~e smart 
f.r~ncJ!man said : _" ~opofitics is C;l. · purel1 -German scknce. , _It is 
militaristic. It glorifies t:Ji~ State. Ge9politics ' build~ up the imphrta.Rce 
of space for the growth oft e. State. It pays no attefition to the indiVioriaJ. 
As in evecything else that's Nazi, geopolitics proves that the .State qieans 
eve1ything and man .nothing." 

·· ~~~t; Rf ~ourse~ is _:t~~ -~~~ -Q:e~~a1~ f~ble __ :. _Hit.\e.r fo~nc(m g~~J?.olh~cs 
a blue-pnnt 'for his plan of empire. He set out to conquer the Heartfand 
of the world. But the Heartland contains pe<?ple. Unless these people 
cooperate willingly with the p~wer that tries to control them, the whole 
plan breaks down . . _ .. _ . ·· , . 

·,,. ,· 

A -T'ool ro ~ ':Ertslave A _Humanity 
~ -\~ , -""\ . -~~ ,. 

The Nazi blitzkri g dicf~'t~in ·f_l'1ends fo.t G~rmany. Ins-tead of building 
a vast area which wouldJ>e Y1~ ..t6·. uild ' am~nts Jo conquer the world, . 
Hitler found hi ~~with a be . by the tai1~a~d that does not only mean 
_the Russian Bear. -.Lt was pr ftj. c ear .to mos peop!e that Germany didn' t 

r really want living r;oom in . , e sense· that· G'{imans <would be exported to 
help develop the rest of the ".Vor_ltl. ~he thie nature. of Germany's plans 
for the world were revealed wfien Hitlei· imported hundreds of thousands 
of men and women to slave in Gern:ianY:s factories. Instead of developing 
regions jn, the re~t of th~ world, it becall).e cle~r that Hitler's and Haushofer's 
jcle.a ~as for all other states. to bec9me farm~rs~ miners, and slaves s4pporting 

' I · 

• ... .l,,.,l. .......... 

\ .... 

- - .... 
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. ~ . - ~ ~ \ .- ,~~~ ·~~~~~ ' .:<J: 
a remendou~ly.: . expanded· Uer:cgan industrial fil!iCl:\in~ . It -rep~esented . . - - .,, So 

- te~ring down of other ~eas of t-4.e worfd for the bwldnig .up of the Genna~ ·:: \~ 
R eich inste~d ,of the. greatest goortfor the gr eatest number. . , · - ., . 

- . H ; ushofe; spilled the beans on Lebensrau~ wh~n he g~ve his -idea on -· 
~ f'·· - - bound!lry-line~ bet:v~~n. counµ-ie~ _in the follo~¥ing words -: ~ ' :I'he ~ost _ -~ 
! . .,,. I. magnificent COticept Of frontiers that has Come to US from classical ancient1 ' t ~!} ~··. '..; ~~t<?~.P~Y.~aTu -~~, f:._o_e1~r .. ~~s , ~ _p_<\tg~v.~~c;l_. . .'W ;/!~~~~ ~!! .. ~s. - !Vi·, ~-t . s~~ld -r· -' : - not forgotten because of its wonde'rf ul greatness and :beauty. It IS ' th -.... 
t ~' picµir_e of . the }pe~r ~o;wer ~ho; as the Ia~t _ ma~, ~tal!ds at the extr---eme 

borde1s· qf, space, alw~ys anew ht;tfling his mis~iI~ into the ~nown,. into ·:o., 
tli! inVis.ible. -There · is no better illustra tion of R atzel's scientific. theories 

/ i t.~~ ~ntir~ lite,rat~r~ of.the w~dd. Yet it i.( no pictu're of eternal peace· ~, _ •· 
Signed: Hatlshofer. _ . • . · . : 

If Hi.tier's .Haushofers and R atzels make tomorrow's frontiers, it
1 

is ithe : ·_.,.... 
:~ .... ~ ·kirld of !~riking expressed above at will make toni<?i6w's world. . . .... -

.... 

t · .-
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~~ 
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Material for this issue was p r epared 
by . the s:taff of .ARMY -- TALKS from 
the book " Geo~ liti~ ,, by Robert 
Strausz-Hu~ ~ti articl~ ~ "Forttine" 

· by - the same author, ~d from 
numerous ilrticle and rel)Orts made 
available throug{i ·the courtesy of the 
Royal Institute of International 
Affairs, Ch~tham House, London. 
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NOTE TOG 

NorE TO AIR 

of¢r a .e · 
Asfatk land mass was a h~artI~d of vital strategic iinportance. One 

· of th~ .reasons that Russia ur:.v.ived ·the German attack ."was h~r ability 
t~ m~ve her heavy industry int~: .' .. heartland out of effective range of 
Gerilan .._bombers. Haushofef.'s ~dea.S heiped l>taFt the war-helped put 
you in your Air Force job-fafc. 'the Allies:~,{p create and develop Air 
Pow r. Will the . developme -iii:· uper~bomb~~ like ,our B-29's, dest!OY 
the strength o · . _tun . e soundness 
qf Haushofer1s· theories ? ~ ,, ::: ' : . ,,, 

NOTE TO SOS UNIT LEADERS : 

. ~rman t 

geographers b .them. in· the . movement of 
t . , . s~pplies and men.- l).eaviiy·on their geographlcal 

advantages---short interior~ fines ~ qf . co~eatioriS. Oilr success in 

? I 

oving equip t - · spi e- d · ical difficulties has upset 
. calculatiQl ·_ . clef eat. ~ , 

.'"' L . ~ · ,. '... .o·•. :: ._ :, "' . ·· 
·: .Introduc~~the topic with a short talk. Use the American Forces Network 
dramatizatfons (e~ery Frlaay a(I rnor·as ip ,~ -· ~. -·- . . can get it. 
Focus ~the disc~on OIJ. part 0£ HaushG ers 1 eas whicfl affect 'your· 
outfit. ~oSt dir . 1e e fo ~ etttfg a strmmary at t4e end <?f_ 
th.e _hour~ ~;.- _, .... ! . ... . .c-. :~::· • =-· ' ". ·- .. ~ .,. i - .t ;;..;- " " " . ~ ... ....... ~-~~ 
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.· TIME: .Friday,-30 Jooe 1944 a• 
. ·1100- hours. 

PLA(JE: Any conv~nient spot 
where you have a radio 
and a room . for yotlr : 
platoon to listen in 
and discuss the subjecL 

STATION: ,· 
·American Fortts .Networik. 


