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Introduction 

T HE other day in a British pub two Americans and half a dozen 

Englishmen were asking what is the most deadly error of the modern 

world. Among all our faults and mistakes, which has done most to 
bring us to our present plight? We have had a world war, and then 

a few years of lop-sided prosperity, and then the greatest of economic 

depressions, and then another world war. It seems that we could not 

have run into so much trouble by accident ; we must have done something 
to deserve it. 

Everyone in the pub agreed that we have been failing to take freedom 
seriously, failing to see that it is not merely a pleasure to be enjoyed but 

a responsibility to be shouldered. Why have we been failing? 

The two Americans thought we had been misled by the idea of inevitable 

progress, the idea that there is a law of nature to the effect that as the 

centuries pass the world tends to get better. Such an idea is an invitation 

to irresponsibility, to lying down on the job. 

If the world is becoming better, inevitably and without our efforts, why 

should we bother to be good citizem ? Why should we face the harsh 
fact tHht our own world, in our own lifetimes, has shown many disagreeable 

signs of becoming worse? 

If progress is a law of nature, life ceases to be a moral struggle and 
becomes a matter of waiting in a railway station for the next train. If 
we miss the 4.30, that may be a nuisance ; but why bother, since there's 

always the 5.18 ? Why assume responsibility for being on time? 

But suppose there isn't any 5. 18? Suppose there is only the 4.30; and 

if we lose that we lose all ? 





EUR O PEAN THEATER OF OPERATIO~ _~ : 

THE N A'l,URE OF A 'FREE RAN " 

IN -- 1919 President Woodrow 
Wilson began · a speaking tour 

across America. He wanted to take 
to the people his defense of the 
League of Nations and his plans for 
world peace. Half-way through his 
tour he had a stroke from which he 
never recovered. In one of his last 
speeches before he broke down 
Wilson said : 

"- Mv clients are the children. 
My ~lients are the next generation. 
They do not know what promises 
aud bonds I undertook when I 
ordered the anilies of the United 
States · to the soil of France ; but 
I know, and I intend to redeem 
my _piedges to the childten. They 
s.hall not be sent upon a similar 
errand." 

Here We A re Ag~in 
Well; here you are, the American 

army -of 1944. You an~ the · children. _ 
And you have been ·sent up0n a 
similar errand. 

The_,_ most important question 

We cannot dodge the question by 
saying that the Germans and. the 
Japanese made the war. Of c~ 
they did ; . but why did wti let 
them? In the days when this.<war 
was boiling up \\(e were strong arid 
they were weak. Yet we sat stupidly· 
by until · they almost killed·" us:_ 
Why? 

We Americans were not the .only 
blind men. One by one the free · 
nations let themselves be murdered, 
or be brought to the edge of. the 
grave. Yet until the eleventh . hour 
they were strong, if they chose . to 
act together. 

We Let · Axis 
A\vay With 

Get 
Murder· -

As recently as the fatal year 1936,­
the allies who are . now fighting to 
save the \oyorld possessed_ overwhelm::. 
ing power as compa·red with _ th~ 
A~is . At the beginning of that yeaJ:.­
our e.neinies were'' scared of us .. : At. 
the end qf that year they held · u~ ~il 
·a nafural bht' unwise contempt. :· . ~ · 

today is " Why?" 
Why has it 
happened so soon 
again? Why did 
we re fuse to 
Ii s t en t o t h e 
warnings of 
Wilson · and of 
an ·. the others­
pol i titia!ls, his -
torians, - journal­
ists:__who told -us · 

. : 1n 193 1-, .we 
·----------------. had allowed- ·~·tlle 

what was -
co:ning? 

Herbert Agar, author. of ihi~ issue of 
ARMY TALKS, 5fTY~d · in the U.S. 
N11Yy during (he . last war, was a 
foreign correspondttal, and.laJer edited 
the LouisYille, Ky.,'' Courier-Journal." 
He is the author of uYeral books . on 
Ami!rican his'toiy. H olding the rcnk 
of Lieutenant-Commander, U.S.N.R., 
he is at present on inacti-Ye duty as a 
S,0ePal .~ As$~stant ,to · . t/u: ,-AmeFiean 
~4'!'1'4S_salft}r jo tftt C>_itr. 'j Jt.-S{"~J~"s, , 
and adYzsor on U.$. Ar!fl}, ~dueilliljft '! 

·· Prqgrdm. . . - - ,,.. -- , · ,·· 

Japanese ~}..-~ 
into ManchUri~ 
saying in ~ffeci 

:!to::. w~s.J:fj 
what hap~3. 
to the ChirieSe. 
In 1 935 we had 

-::let · itl\_e_ · I tali~ 
,: g<f int9 .~:f4biopia, 

saying -ih "' effect 
that it was none 



• 
of our business what happened on a 
remote ·African plateau. That 
was foolish enough. But in I 936 we 
let the German army reoccupy the 
Rhineland, _saying in effect that 
whoever was bold enough to assert 
his will by violence would find us 
reluctant to strike back. 

Could Have Said 'No' 
By ·throwing the Chinese and the 

Ethiopians to the wolveS we betrayed 
our sense of justice-and those who 
werG members of the League of 
Nations betrayed their promise. 
By allowing the German army to 
return to the Rhineland we betrayed 
the simplest rules of self-interest. 
The .. ' remilitarization of the Rhine­
land changed the strategic map of 
Europe. With German soldiers on 

the Rhine, France 
could no longer take. 
hdp to P o 1 a n d, 
Czechoslovakia, 
Yu g o s 1 av i a or 

· Rumania-all at that 
tim~ }ier allies. The Maginot Line 
was no longer.a base for an offensive. 
It ·~a5 a ~all behind which to hide. 

. The nations which have at last 
come together today, under the 
threat -of d~ath, had only to say 
"no _': to Japan or to Italy or to · 
~Iln.any between 1931 and 1936 . . 
But ,we ·wouldn't admit we were 
in ·d~~ger. Especially to us Ameri­
cans, the idea of danger seemed 
absurd. Yet four years and two 
IJlqnths . after Hitler occupied the 
Rhineland he murdered France. 
FoQr years _ and six months after 
Hitler occupied the Rhineland he 
almost murdered .Dur ·civilization . . 

·we don't like to remind ourselves 
ofthis, ·but in Auglist and September 
of 1940 our: world would have died 
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if thete had been a few less young 
men in the RAF, a few less airplanes 
and mechanics .in the British Isles. 
It wasn't smart of us ~ 
Americans who had . 
the power, who had 
a noble country to 
defend and the means 
for defending it, to let our fate hang 
on a few young Englispmen. 

If England had fallen in the 
summer of" 1940, who would have 
stopped the barbarians from plun­
dering the world ? We were not 
ready to meet them in America. 
We now know· that less than 200 

Japanese planes, thousands of miles 
from home, could put a large part 
of the .American navy out of action 
for most of a year. We now know 
it was as foolish to think we could 
hide behind our two oceans as for 
the French to think they could hide 
behind their Maginot Line. 

Our American Way 
Would Have Been Lost 

The best we could have hoped 
for would ·. have been to fight an 
endless war against the resources of 
an enslaved world, a world mobilized 
and led by 'implacable slave-driverS 
who had announced many times that 

they hated . and Jl 
despised our country. . . 
Even if by a miracle · 
we had held them at · 
bay, all present hopes . . · 
for our American -
way of life would have been dead. 

Shall we forget this when the war 
is over ? Shall we return to the 
pre-war theory that neither honor 
nor self-interest need move us until 
the enemy is in our back yard ? 
If so our children-the children of 
you men · of the American army in 
ETO tod~y....:._will once more be 
"sent upon a similar errand." • 
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SlTn•AHl7 
The main question is why did 

world war recur so soon ? Rather 
than take a firm stand with the 
aggressor nations the democracies 
sacrificed China, Ethiopia and 
Czechoslovakia. As late as 1936 
the power of the now United 
Nations would have easily checked 
the Axis if they had acted together. 
The reoccupation of the Rhineland, 
and the advance of the Axis policy 

., 
of piecemeal aggression strengthened 
the fascist nations until the large 
democracies were in serious peril. 

What did President Wilson 
mean when he said his clients 
were the children ? 

Why did the democracies fail to 
say NO ! to Japan in 1931 or to 
Italy in 1935 ? . , _ 

How did the German reoccupa­
tion of the Rhineland change the 
strategic balance in Europe ? 

Freedolll Earned, Not Inherited 
We took .freedom for 

granted. Forgot its con­
tinuous fight to be free. Pro­
gress takes effort. We didn't 
look, we didn't even listen. 

The Golden Rule suggests that 
morals and true self-interest are 
likely to coincide. If we treat other 
nations right, we not only become 
better people, but we increase the 
chance of being treated right our­
selves. But whichever standard we 
choose, whether we judge by morals 
or by self-interest,· our conduct 
between the two wars was folly. 
What had we done, to become so 
blirid ? How had we gone wrong, 
to become so callous ? 

Liberty Is Easily Lost 
Perhaps the greatest of our faults 

was to forget that it is not easy to 
be a free man. It is fatally easy to 
be a slave, desperately hard to earn 
what our American Constitution calls 
" the blessings ofliberty." 

Men have always wanted to be 
free ; to be their own masters, make 
their own choices, win their own 
way in the world. yet in the 
stormy history of the last three 

thousand years freedom has been 
won seldom, and unless we of the 
modern world prove an exception 
it has never been preserved. It is 
the light toward which man eternally 
gropes; yet when he grasps it he 
seems to put it out. 

Our modern effort to win freedom 
came to a head in the eighteenth 
century, with the American and 
the French revolutions. Free insti­
tutions spread through Western 
Europe, and we Americans carried 
them across our continent to the 
Pacific Ocean. 
For about 150 
years western 
man knew 
freedom ; and 
then in 1940 
he almost 
destroyed it. 

One reason 
he almost de­
stroyed it is that he came to take it for: 
granted. He forgot that freedom has 
to be earned all over again each day. 
He treated it as if it were something 
that can be inherited, like a strong 
body, and then neglected. He 
treated it as if his ancestors who 
had won it, and handed it on, had 
also set up a spendthrift fund to 



keep' him from ··frittering it away ! 
But•or'le of·the attributes of freedom 
is ,that. whoever ·has it is free to 
Jose it. · · • , 

It was the belief in inevitable 
progress which helped us to come 
so :close to losing our fr~edom. 
H~ying _taught ourselves .that the 
future always tends to be better 
than the present, and the present 
better than the past, we were not 
prepared to believe that our own 
future loo}ted . grim beyond de­
scribing, that our own present was 
far. ~}p.ore: dan~rous and insecure 
than·. our immediate past. Men who . 
will ' 'not believe the facts cannot 
act resp0nsibly. So we almost died 
of optlr?ism. 

· ~'It's . Easy To · Slip 
The · truth is that the world 

naturally gets worse unless man 
strives incessantly . to hold the 
advances he· has made. Progress is 
the. result of an · immense effort of 
the · human will . . The minute a 
nation relaxes it begins to go back­
ward. And the first sign of the 
decline is · that man becomes less 
free. 

When men . who . have ~nhqited 
&cedoni take.· it . e~y and behave 
irre5f;OnsiWy, they ·start dow·~ ~ 
slippery hilhoward slavery. Sfavery 
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is the · irreSpc>hsible man's . fate. 
Slavery is what happens to people 
who don't work hard enough, thmk 
hard enough, to keep free; 

Remember the America of tl;ie 
long armistic.e, between the !\yo 
world wars. Were we taught that 
we h(ld to take jealous care of our 
system of free government to prevent 
it from decaying under our eyes? 
Most of us 
assumed that 
o u .r free 
government 
existed .like · 
o u r climate, 
that it always 
w c) u 1 d exist, 
and that · we 
needn't do anything about it 
except make occasional sarcastic 
remarks about politicians. 

Were we taught that our world 
was a dangerous planet, a volcano 
which might explode politically- at 
any moment ? Most of us assumed . 
that our own part of the world was 
so safe . that _we could ignore the 
rest of the· · globe. We were like 
first-class passe~gers on the sun deck 
of a luxury liner who refused to 
believe that it was any of their 
affair if the men below were in­
competent, or near to mutiny. 

Wilson Was Unheeded 
Do you remember how We treated 

our leaders who warned us ·.of the 
coming horror?. · Wobdrow Wilson 
worked himself to death to warn us, 
and although we were sorry for his 

. personal tragedy we thought he was 
a little ridiculous for taking life so 
seriously. 

A~.Iate as 1937, when the Germans 
were. _back in the Rhineland, when 
disaster was arouod the corner, the 
President of ilie United States tried 
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to warn us in the famous~' quaran­
tine speech " in Chicago. He told 
us that unless we banded together 
against the aggressor nations those 
nations would soon be at our throats. 
We said he was a scaremonger. We 
said he was trying to distract our 
attention from domestic troubles by 
showin~ us a bogey-man abroad. 

We Shut Our Eyes 
To Creeping Lava 

We Americans weren't the only 
backward citizens. · The rest of the 

_free ·peoples · in the Western world 
were just as dull. They have paid a 
more terrible price. They lived 
higher on the slopes of the volcano ; 
they were the first to perish under 
the rain of fire. But did we pay 
heed, we who lived only a littJe 
lower on those same slopes ? We 
said, " It's rather warm, isn't it ? " 
We said, "The air seems a trifle 
dusty." And we said," It will surely 
blow over." 

One by one, ten nations on the 
continent of Europe were killed. In 

~ - Asia the 
\ Chinese were 
~J ravaged by 

~· f the Japs. In 
· the whole 

world there 
was only the 
British Empire 

between us and the barbarian. And 
still we told ourselves that we 
were safe, that we were at peace, 
that if we kept quiet nothing bad 
would happen. 

We were like grown-up children, 
. playing at house-keeping, forgetting 
that we were middle-aged, that our 

• 
parents had died years ago, and that 
if we were to have a house to keep 
we must earn it in a harsh world and 
hold it by our daily labor. 

The hardest task is to be free men. 
We were behaving as if it were the 
easiest task, as if freedom came to us 
by divine right. 

If England had fallen in 1 g4n, 
America would not ·have been able 
to face the Axis alone. We were 
unprepared~ Our conduct between 
the two wan was folly. We took 
freedom for granted. When a 
nation relaxes, it begins to go 
backwards. Americans refused to 
believe in danger. Even when ten 

nations on the continent ef Europe 
were killed, one by one, we refused 
to learn from their example. They 
had made the same mistakes we 
made efter World War I. They 
paid a more terrible price for those 
mistakes simply because they lived 
closer to the aggressor nations. 

Why did A~erica feel so safe 
from aggression for so long ? 

If the . present generation of 
Americans had had to win free­
dom, would they have been likely 
to take it more seriously ? 

What was the famous " quaran­
tine speech " about ? 

Why did President Wilson try 
to promote a better understanding 
of. America,s · allies ? 
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We're Getting 
· Me~baD.icat · progress de..: : 

luded ~··. We thbuglit war·; ! 

futile. But war decides which : 
side ge~ ' Chan~e to···fu.akc .·the ~ 
world it wants. · · -
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Another Cha11ce 
of Ji~ing to the p<>i.;t where he can 
enjoy life. The machinery can be a 
superb tool for ~ng out real ., 
pr0gr~ . . It can also be a superb tool 
for canying out the decline and fall 

· of civilizatipn. · ... 

OUR TECHNOLOGICAL P 
~ · IN 

·, One reason for our delusion that 
the world would somehow go on 
getting better, even if we did nothing : 
to make it better, was b~cause we · 
were born-at the end of a long period ~ 

of m~chanital . progress. · In the : . ---------------=-----1 
eighteenth century in ·Engl~d a few :. 
men made a few basic inventions out 
of which the . whole of ·modern 

. technolOgy has grown. From that 
time ou.r world has never looked;.:. 
baCk, mechanically. ·" ' " 

· Machines lmpro~f;·~~ · ·~: ·, . · .. 
Every dttade has ~~i:i . n~'v 

marvels. Every gencratio~ lj~s pro­
ducecl greater revolutions 'in"~~n.'s; -
habits of life, greater advance$ . iii"'. 
hiS control : over nature,. than' were . 
previoUsly"seen in · a . thousand ·years. 

It was quite" true:· that· most of us 
could. lie ·back·:and· .f:lo nothing while 

· a few men would produce more and 
more mechanical trituilphs for our 
convenience and our amusement. 
Perhaps it. was ·natural for '·us to 
assume that this in itself was the 
essence of progress and that ·hence­
forth we could behave irresponsibly 
without bringing out :world to ruin. 

Our · Big Mistake 
Even if the assumption was 

natural, it was nevertbeJess disas­
trous. Przyuess , in civilization, 
progress in freedom and justice and 
rcspcctfor one'~ neighbor, cannot be 
prOduced by pieces "of machinery . .... 

The m~(:hin,~r}r ~ri ·make it ea~icr 
for man to provide economic justice, . 
easier for man ~ 111ise his s!and~~ 

Con 

Tabulate .the items above on a 
blackboard ; show similar Jeyelopments 

· iri science, medicine and .,Jucation. 
·· Discussion can be $iimulated by conduct­
. ing . this in form of a quiz. What were 
·· the implements of, S!ly; ·indus_try in 1790 
and in 1940,, and how are they used in 
m.odefri war? . . . . . . . 

'l 
·l 



5 · April. , 19" ··· -· .. -. 

Hitler has tOld -us that the techno­
logical means are now available. f01~­
one master race to enslave 't:Pe world~ ' 
He has done more .than tell us; .be 
has come very close to showing Us. 
That is one use to which the machine 
~ay be put. It is the use to. which it 
most certainly will . be put if we win 

~OGRESS ANO ITS .. USE 
J ' . 
FACE AND WAR ·MOO·WAR·· 

~ '1spqrtation . .. a ... , 
fl 

1municofions ·~·~~~ 
lndllstry ····· t~ 0,1,, .:· 

: 

Shippin9 · .. ~ .. 

Buildin!l ~ ~ ;-:;...._ . 
'~~-~ · 

. - ....._--I 

' •"t:, I ~ '! ~ . \ 

griculture ~'---· 
~CJ .. 

Questions 'for the diSctisSion: How 
can we make sure that ··technological 
progress goes hand in hand with progr~ 
in ciYilization, in freedom, justice ·and 
respect for one,s . neighbor. . In .what 
way can we make the best of our machine · 
age and combine it with liberty- and 
peace? 

this second world war and then-uo 
back to sl~ep~ as in 1919. - · . t;> 

If we think we can . win freedom 
on .. the battl~field, . once and _for ':in, 
and then· do nothing but have fun ' 
with our automobiles and out air­
planes and our other ·toys, we :shaU 
be back in the midst of this d~er 
and dt",ath by th(; time· the cbildten 
of today are ' 'big_ ~nough.' to figlt~- '. 
· ·Modern ·· tochnology : is nei~et a 
blessing nor a curse. It i.c; somd:hing 
to use, for good· or ill, accorciillg . to 
our own free choice. It· create$ evil 
temptatio~ beciiuse, as Hitler ''. ~ys, 
i~_ gives , t? a .gro~p ~f . brutal Dien a 
chance to ensfave their rieighoors.­
~t also creates opportunities for''gOod 
because it makes possible a rise i11 
man,s standard of life~ a rise in ~;;t.il's 
ch~rce f oi: bappiness .and J:i9~~ · · 

·Har:ms A1ttomatically.::.: - · ·, 
The ~muble is "that teclmology 'will 

.oµly help ·us .ifwedevote our lives to 
making if help · us; "whereas· it will · 
harm us automatically. It Wi.11 har~. 
us the minute we take life easily, the 
minute we · persuade ourselve8 that 
because we ·have won. another war 
we can a~n :become ' ·self-seeking 
and ' negligent. ' ' ' 
:. ·We have inherited a vast :wealth 
hi horse-power, ~n potential energy. 
Such wealth is a frjghtening respon­
sibifo.y, for we must work hard .and 
plan well to keep our ' machines 
usefully busy, otherwise they °WiU 

' go wrong a~d destroy us. ( 

·what \Var· Means '· I:., 
· · During the years betw~n Hfo~r,s 
invasion of Poland . and Jap~n,s 
attack on Pearl Har}:>Or, when :we 
Aui.eric~ns were telling ourselves that 
the ostnch and not the eagle was .the 
King of ·birds, we kept repeating .the 
phrase, "War settles nothing." It 
·was a c~mforting phrase, because if 
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war settles nothing there was clearly 
no reason why we should go to war. 
But " war settles nothing " is only 
the-reverse of the folly of I 9 I 9 : that 
everything would be all right because-· 
we had won the war. This was a way 
of saying that war settles everything. 
The Germans were beaten so we 
had done our job, hadn't we? We 
could go home and neglect our 
world-duties to our hearts' content, 
couldn't we? 

Hav .ing 
discovered 
that war 
doesn't settle 
everything, 
we turned 
the idea inside 
out and deci­

ded that it settles nothing. The one 
attitude is as irresponsible as the other. 
In both cases we gave ourselves an 
excuse for doing nothing except look 
after our own private selfish affairs. 

War always settles exactly what 
it is intended to settle-but no more. 
War settles which side is to have a 
chance to get its own way. It doesn't 
settle that the victorious side will 
have sense enough and energy 
enough to take advantage of that 
chance. 

In 1783, war settled that we had 
a chance to get out of the British 
Empire and set up an independent 
state. We took the chance, and 
built America. In 1918, war settled 
that we had a chance to help our 
neighbors build a world where there 
would be more peace, less inter­
national anarchy. We didn't taie 
the chance, so we very nearly lost 
America. Within the next fc;w years 
war will settle that we .are offered 
that chance for a second time. · It 
will be up to each one of us to decide 
whether we take that second -(per-
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haps the last) chance, or whether we 
again neglect it. No other decision 
of our lifetimes wiH be so important. 

These ~re some of the reasons why 
it is vital for free men to know what 
they are fighting for. Our enemies 
can fight in ignorance because they 
are fighting for purely physical aims 
-for land, for plunder, for victory. 
When they have conquered on the 
field of battle they have done their 
job. But free men cannot fight in 
ignorance because when they have 
won victory they have only begun 
their job. There remains the 
unending task of making use of 
victory, of building a world in 
which freedom can survive. All 
they can win on the ha ttle-field is 
the opportunity to build that world. 
This is merely another way of saying 
that it is hard to be free, easy to be 
unfree. 

If we never forget this fact we 
shall never again expect to enjoy 
freedom without earning it, never 
again believe that life gets better of 
its own accord. But it won't be easy 
to be wise, especially in the first days 
after th~ shooting stops. 

Born in _ an age ef constant and 
great mechanical progress, we 
developed the delusion tltat the 
world automatically improves with 
tlte passage ef time. We mistook 
mechanical triumphs for the essence 
qf world progress. This conception 
was disastrous. Machine progress 
has very nearly been the tool for 
carryi.ng out the destruction ef 
civilization. We excused our 
aloefness from the war before Pearl 
Harbor with the phrase, " War 
settles nothing." In reality, war 
settles which side shall ·have a 

. chance to .f!et its own way. We 
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mziffed tJr.e opportunity to use victory 
in 1919 for world good. 
How is it that · m.achine pro­

gress can be both gOod and 
dangerous ? Dt!es it give us a 

greater pride in service and sense 
of personal partieipation in the 
war to know what we are fighting 
for ? What are the enemy's war 
aims? 

Te1nptatio11s of Arinistice Day 
This time we must grasp 

the chance our vktory gives. 
Rem.em.her what last m.istake 
cost. Behave like free men. 

Anyone who lived through the 
last war will know the longing to 
forget which comes to all fighting 
men on armistice day. It won't be 
easy to resist that longing. It won't 
be easy to go back home ready. to 
take up a struggle which is in some 
ways as . hard . as the . war itself, 
because it goes on for ever. The 

pain and loneliness of . war can be 
born because there is always an end 
in sight. This year, next year, some 
day soon, it will be over. But there 
can be no end to the task of living 
in such a way as to preserve our free 
life and to enjoy liberty at home and 
peace abroad and a chance to make 
the best of our machine age. 

It won't be the fighting men alone. 
who will be tempted to forget the 
meaning of the war on armistice day. 

· The civjlian~ will have the .· salile. 
temptation. We shall all want to 
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forget toge~er, to pretend that there 
is nothing foft to- do except have fun 
and that " the state " in some 
mysterious way can provide us with 
security. But the state is nothing 
but ·ourselves, working together. 
That fact, again, is one of the 
burdens of freedom. 

Qo We Want Naziism? 
If we lived in a Nazi world the 

state · would be an overlord which 
_ gave us orders and which took care 

of us so long as we obeyed the orders 
quietly. If we were content to have 
security on those terms there would 
have been no point in fighting the 
Axis. 

·All that our enemies wanted to do 
was to conquer our country, kill our 
leaders, and put the rest of us to 
work for a world-slave-society. They 
might have provided total employ­
ment; the Germans are excellent 
organizers. 

We .might all have had jobs, and 
enough to eat and drink. But we 
would have had no hope, no oppor­
tunity, no nation to be proud of, no 
soul to call our own. So we preferred 
to fight, in order to save our nation 
and to win the chance to assume the 
duties and the pleasures of free men. 

We Must 
.Lesson 

Remember 
Of Last War 

Yet having fought and won we 
shall be greatly tempted to deny 
those duties, while indulging those 
pleasures. Our best hope of resisting 
the temptation is to remember the 
story of the past 25 years. 
_ We are lucky, in a sense, to have 

a story with so clear a moral right 
before our eyes. It is as if fate had 
decided to give us a lesson which no 
one could Il,lisunderstand. In 1918 
it was relatively easy to think that 
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by winning the war we and our 
allies had finished the job. Now we 
have seen what happens to people 
who make that mistake. We have 
done more . than see it ; we have 
liv~d it and suffered it and many 
of · our friends and relatives have 
died from it. If we repeat the .. 
mistake history will record that we 
were not fit to be free. 

What do we do to avoid repeating 
the mistake ? One thing we tan do 
is to insist on remembering · the 

nature, and the 
terrible cost, of 
the mistake. 
Another thing 
is to train our­
selves to the 
discipline of 

- ·democratic life. 

Democracy The Answer 
De1Ilocracy assumes that men are 

sensible enough and good-hearted 
_ enough to learn from each other. 
It assumes that when free citizens 
get together to argue a question of 
national _policy they won't get so 
angry aad intolerant that each 
man closes his mind and refuses all 
ideas except his own. Democracy 
also assumes that people will take 
the trouble to come together for 
such argument, for the pooling of 
experience and for the hammering 
out · of basic agreements on which 
common policy can rest. 

We know from our national 
history that these assumptions are 
not unrealistic. We know they can 
be made to come true when people 
care enough. · We don't know 
whether we, the people who have 
America in our charge during- our 
lifetime, are prepared to care 
enough. If we don't we shall 
become the helpless dupes of 
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demagogues : radio demagogues, 
press demagogues, mass-orator 
demagogues. 

We can save ourselves from the 
demagogues by learning to take 
part in democratic policy-making 
--:-beginning with small groups of 
citizens meeting to learn from each 
other, to inform each other, to 
discover where they need to look 
for special information or guidance 
if they are to behave like free men. 

We As Soldiers Can 
Train For Democracy 

In the American army in ETO, 
and in the British army, such 
mee~ings are being held even in 
wartime. Soldiers are meeting 
together and arguing together and 
training themselves in the discipline 
of democracy. Is there any reason 
why they should not carry back into 
civilian life the habit and · the 
technique of such meetings? 

Every community in the country 
could make itself immune to 
demagogues by such meetings, 
immune to the unthinking ebb and 
flow of mass emotion out of which 
nothing can 
come but dis­
order and 

. s e 1 fi s h de­
mands. Every 
community 
could . . make 
itself capable 
of trying to 
act in terms of the national interest. 
The whole tone of our democracy 
could be improved. 

Policy in America is determined 
by what the people support. 
Much can be done by brave 
leadership ;· but we shall stand 
or fall finally by · the number 
of plain citizens who take their ' 
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country and its problems and its 
honor and its duties seriously. 

It Is Up To Us · 
"We become what we do." 

That is a trite copybook maxim; 
but it happens to be true. The way 
we think and act today will decide 
what sort of America we leave to 
our children tomorrow. 

If we are intolerant we help to 
build an . undemocratic America. 
If we are anti-Semitic we help to 
build an America with some of the 
vices of the Nazis. If we are 
suspicious of our allies, believing 
that their motives are less good than 
our own, we help to build an 
America which cannot play a con­
structive part in the foture. 

We Need To Trust 
As Well As Beware 

Man cannot live by suspicion 
alone. . It is all very well to be 
realistic about our own interest ; 
but if we want a world in which 
progress really exists, in which 
good-will increases, and' thus the 
chance for happiness, we shall have 
to learn that frust is as important 
as watchfulness . 

In the jungle watchfulness alone 
will suffice ; in heaven, trust alone. 
But the life of man lies somewhere 
between. It is part of the responsi­
bility of freedom to remember that 
most of our fellow-men would like ; 
to live decently, while ~ever forge~'1 1 
ting that some of them prefer to 
live like beasts of prey. If we cannot 
hold these two ideas simultaneously, 
if we cannot live them both at the 
same time, there is no reason to . 
believe that we can progress or 
that we ' can remain free. 



16 

Slf .11,lli lR I' 
Armistice df!.y · will bring the 

desire to forget and to relax. ret 
we must be prepared to continue 
the struggle to preserve freedom 
and peace, a struggle· which has no 
end. The moral of the past 
lwenty-:five years is clear. We must 
not repeat the mistake of believing 
that the mere winning of the . war 
fmishes our job. Our immediate 
task in America lifter the war is to 
adhere · to the democratic principle 
of open-mindedness, and to exercise 
the democratic rights. We must 
fear false leadership and.false ideas. 

ARMY TALKS 

We must accept the ol:lig~tion ef 
freedom. 

Why . is the Nazi type of " se­
curity " hateful to men who have 
known freedom in the democratic 
sense ~ Is it desirable for people 
in a democracy to get together to 
discuss the causes and progress 
of the war ? Is the Army discus­
sion group an example of the 
democratic system of free thought 
and free expression. ·at work ? 
Does an understanding of our 
mistakes after · the- last war 
increase one's interest in current 
events and their relation to the 
present war and the establishment 
of peace? 
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I W Preparation I 
T HE penalty of losing the war is immediate and dramatic. The 

· penalty of fumbling the peace may be paid a generation later. It is 
fatally easy for tired people to say, " We have done enough. Let us 

go home and live sofrly." Like Scarlett O'Hara in" Gone with the Wind" 
·it is easy to say," I will not think of this today. I will think of it tomorrow." 
To be free men is a constant struggle demanding endurance and courage 
and great vision. All men must live hard lives in order to live free lives. 
We can meet that obligation today. Tomorrow may be too late. 

You, the discussion leader, with your men can tackle this problem NOW 
in your next session. In this article Herbert Agar outlines the challenge. 
He indica~s that the discussion group is one of democracy's most valuable 
took Here is your chance to practice what he is preaching. It is not 
an easy job. Working with ideas is always more difficult than working 
with facts or things. Yet men have died, been enslaved, and towns and 
nations destroyed because the democratic world for a time gave up certain 
ideas. No, it is not an easy job. But making democracy work is never 
easy. 

While this assignment demands much, it can be done. We Americans 
like to talk in or out of the army. You have heard your buddies stage 
bull-sessions in the barracks, Aero Clubs and pubs. It is a deep-rooted 
American habit which is as old as the New England town meeting and the 
Virginia House of Burgesses. It is carried .. on around the stove in the 
country store and on the 5. I 5 suburban train. This ~rticle provides you 
with some of the best available thinking and writing ori the subject. 

Take time to read the issue thoroughly. You cannot handle this job 
with a quick five-minute survey just befoFe the meeting. See that selected 
members of your group have a chance to do likewise. If your section is a 
ittle slow iri getting started arr<l:nge in advance for several members to be 

ready with provocatiye questions t<;> get the ball rolling. Create an informal 
atmosphere. Make the men as comfortable as your facilities permit. Let 
them smoke if it is not against post policy. As chairman you will want 
to see that democracy is not only talked about but practiced in this meeting. 
Everyone should have a chance to state his views but no one should be 

. allowed to dominate the floor. Tolerance for the other fellow's opinion 
must be encouraged and a friendly give-and-take spirit maintained. Do 
not allow side issues to take you too far from the topic. There is plenty 
of material in the· subject itself · 

·. ·Here are ·a few qu~sttons .w.hich may help. i~ getti~g started. · If you can 
set up others which will be more suitable for your unit you should do so. 
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What is the main thing we are fighting for ? 

There is no sense in saying wars ~ttle nothing, since wars ha:ve usually 
settled what they were intended to settle-and no more. This war is 
being fought to give the United Nations an opportunity to have again 
what they refused in 191g--the chance to build courageously a free 
world. 

What will be the temptations of Armistice Day ? 

Many of us will expect to go home as heroes, to be coddled and treasured 
from any more serious work for the rest of our Jives.- That will be the 
temptation and that will be the test of American manhood. We must 
have the lean, hard nerve and courage to leave this fight for as tough 
and as strenuous a fight at home. The fight to maintain the hard 
way of life. The free way. 

Can we avoid repeating the mistakes made before ? 

Many blunders have been made in the period between the two wars. 
Fortunately we have been given a second chance. The very nature of 
democracy throws the burden of making or refusing to make the same 
mistake again on the brain and muscle of every single American­
man and woman, soldier and WAC, riveter and office worker: It is 
goin~ to require sound thinking, careful study and endless effort to 
regam and keep a world worth living in. Let's think it out and 
talk it out together. Americans, British, French, and Russians. 

Why is the efficient and responsible soldier more likely to be a 

responsible world citizen than " Sloppy Joe " ? 

Habits are formed in the army which will be carried over to civilian 
life. The good soldier who regularly reveals his pride in service and 
confidence in leadership by carrying out orders a nd policies . in the 
most intelligent and responsible way is building the sort of habits which 
make for good citizenship. Duty is importa nt to both the good soldier 
and the good citizen. In the post-war years a n understanding of 
other peoples and world problems will be more important than ever 

Printed by Newnes & Pearson Printing Co .• Ltd., Exmoor St reet. N. Kensington. London . W.10. 



5 April, 1944 

befo1:e. ·· The good·· soldier of today is preparing _ f9r ·'"lhat peri9d · ~y 
usi~g his <?V~rseas service as an ·opportunity for ·undet~~aru:li11g _ ~ur 

. allies aiid "tlidr problems. ,. -· . .. . 

What does the following calendar of events suggest about democratic 
responsibility in the last fluarter century ? 

191g-United States refoses to enter the League of .Nations. 

1922-Mussolini's Fascist government replaces Italian parliam_entary 
government. 

193r-Japs enter Manchuria. 

1935-Italians attack Ethiopia. 

1936-Germans re~cupy the Rhineland. 

1y36-38-Fascists support Franco in Spain. 

1938-GerD_lans seize Austria and Czechoslovakia. 

1940-R.A.F. saves Gr~at Britain and the U.S. from Nazi cono.uest. 

· 1941-200 Jap planes seriously damage U.S. Pacific fleet. 

DISCUSSION LEADERS : 

ARMY TALKS is YOU~ .haadbeek, to assist you in 
·conducting your we-ekly gl"oup discussions. · If_ you 
have any suggestions as to how it ean serve you ·better 
-suggestions as to topics, presentation of the material, 
preparation ·and · questieas--:let us hear from you. 
Send your letters to ARMY TALKS, Special Service 
Division, ETO, APO 887, U.S. Army. 
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·, WAS ESTABLISHED . ro··1NS'(ILL- IN Alt 

MILITARY PERSONNEt THE FOLLOWING 
\., , 

2 Pride in service ~nd · a sense of 
personal participation. 

3 , Knowledge of the causes and 
progress of ·the War • . 

· 4 A better understanding ol our 
Allies~ 

5 An interest in current events 
and their relation to the war 

1 and ihe establishment of the peace. 


