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SUBJECT: Reports on Operations, 9th Infantry Division,
Southern Tunisia, Northern Tunisia and Sicily.

TO: Commandant, Command and General Staff School,
Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas.

1. The enclosed copy No. 19, "Report on Operation
conducted by 9th Infantry Division, U. S. A.y Southern
Tunisia", was received by this office in error. As indi-
cated in the enclosed copy of letter forwarding this
document, it was intended for the Commandant, Command
and General Staff School.,

2. Please sign the enclosed receipt and return to

. this office.

For the Acting Commandant:

=

CHARLES E. LEWIS, ‘
Lieut.Col.,Inf., /
Executive Nfficer,

2 Incls.

Letter dated 22 Sept, 1943
Copy #19 "Report on Operation
by 9th Inf, Div."







5 Qotober 1943

SHRSECT:  Reports on Opsrations, 9th Infantry Divislon,
Southern Tunisla, Northern Tunisla and Sielly.

T Commandant, Command snd General Sbaff School,
: . Leavenworth, Fansas.

1. The enclosed copy Fo. 19, "Report on Operation
condusted by 9th Infantry Division, U. 8. 4, Southsrn
Tunisia", was received by this office in error. As indi-
cated in the enclosed copy of letter forwarding this
document, it was intended for the Commandant, Comaand
and General Staff School.

2. Please sign the encloged receipt and roluen to
this office.

For the Acting Commandant:

CHARLES H, TEVIS,

Lieut.Col.,Inf.,
: Bxecutive Officer.
2 Tnels -
Letter dated 22 Sept. 1943
Copy #19 "Report on Operation
‘ by 9th Inf, Div."







HEADQUARTERS NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION
ARO #9, ¢/o Postmaster, Wew York, NY

22 September 1943

SUBJECT: Réports on Operations, 9th Infontry Divielon.
Southern TUNISIA, Northern TUNISIA and SICILY.

70 ¢ The Commandant, m War College, Copy Ho. 18
/ Washingbon 25, D. C.
/ The Commandant, The Command & General L R
Staff School, Pbt. Leavenworth, Kansas.
The Commandant, The Infantry School, w20
Fte E@Hﬂiﬂg; {}QQI‘gﬂ.&c
The Comnandant, The Field Artillery woono2
School, Fh. Sill, Oklahoma,
The C&m&ndmﬁ, The Cavalry Schnal, w22
Pt. Riley, Kansas,.
The Commandant, The §ignal School, weoono23
hix 3";02%%1’&3; Red Bw&k, Be de
The Commandant, The BEngineer School, wooon ol

Fo. Beslvoiz*, Va.

The Commandant, The Mediecal Fleld Service * # 25
School, Carlisle Barracks, Penna.

The Superintendent, U. 8, Military oo 26
Academy, West Point, W, ¥.

l. Attached hereto as inclosures 1, 2 and 3 are Reports on
Operations, 9th Infantry Division, for the above named operations.
These reports are in addition to coples forwarded to higher head-
quarters and are furnished for your information.

2. Request that attached recelpt be slgned and returned.
For the Commanding Ceneral:

G. B. BARTH,
Gt’.ﬂ.@ﬂ@l, 8.0, N
Chiefl of 5taff,

~Inclosures =~ Reports on Operations, 2th Inf. Div.
#1 - Southern TUNISIA

#2 - Northeran TUNISIA

#3 = SICILY

#li - Receipt for Secret Document
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION
4, P, 0. #0

25 August 1943
SUBJECT: Roporb. aff Operations

TO

oo

The Adjutant General, U.S. Army, Washington, D.C.

THRU

(13

Commanding General, II Corps, APO #302

7 Ny

Section I -= futhority
Section II -~ General

Section IITI  ~— Operation

Section IV -~ Highlights
Seation V - Conclusions
Section VI - Pinal Observations

[

Aprendix A -« Field Orders
Appendix B — Terrain Study
Appendix G -~ Artillery

SECTION I ~—~ AUTHORITY

1. In compliance with paragraph 10, &R 345-105, a report of operation of
the 9th Infantry Division from 26 March to 8 April is submitted.

SECTION II —- GENERAL

2, Command. During thc operation covered in this report, the 9th Infan~
7 Division was a part of 11 Corps, which was, in turn, a component of the
l8th Army Group. :

a. Commanding the 9th Inf. Div. —- Maj.-Gen., M.S. Eddy

b, Commanding II Corps " ~~ Lt.-Gen, George S. Patton, Jr,i

¢. Commanding 18th &rmy Group ~~ Gen. Sir Harold R,L.G. Alexander

3, Dircctives. Dircctives from 18th Army Group to IT Corps were as
follows:

(1) Usc 9th Division in conjunction with lgt Infantry Division for
an sttack on the Gafsa-Gabes axis with a vicw to opening the pass north of
Hill 369 (near Kilomcter Post 110) to permit passage of lst Armorcd Division.
This attack to be in threc phascs as follows: o

a. 1lst Phase - Securc the foad junction north of Djcbel Berdaand



the hills north and south thereof.

bs 2nd Phase - Secure position as far forward as the pass between
Djebel Chemsi and Djebel Ben Krier,thus opening the path for the advance of
the 1st Armored Division to the vicinity of Djebel Tebaga Fatnassa.

¢, 3rd Phase - Advance of lst frmored Division through pass to Djebel

Tébags Fatnassa,from which it would operate against the lines of communication
of the Germans. (This phase to be initiated only on order from 18th Lrmy Group.)

(2) To insure the integrity of Maknassy,leave one medium tahk battalion,
the 60th Combat Team,and two additional artillery battalions in the vicinity
of Mzknassye. '

(3) Firm base (Ablod - Sbiba) to be moved to the line Gafsa~Sbeitla.
(4) 34th Infantry Division to move from Sbeitla on Fondouk.

(5) Attaek to begin on 27 or 28 March depending on when it could be
mounted.

L. Division Objectives, The 9th Infantry Division objective was Hill 369.

5, . Supposed Location of Enemy Prior to Operation. On 15 March,Rommel's main
force,consisting of four Italion infantry divisions,two German infantry
divisions,ond the 15th and 2lst Pahzer Divisions,together with service and

supporting troops,was believed to be concentrated along,or in support of,the
Mareth positions. The Centauro Division was believed to be in the Gafsa arca.
Task forces held the passes at Faid,Maknassy and Fondouk. Thesc positions
were well-orgenized for defensc, The 10th Panzer Division was not definitely
located,but was believed to be in genersl reserve somewhere in the Sfax ares.

6, Terrain Study. L completc study of the terrain over which this oper—
ation was condueted is attached to this Report as fppendix B.

7. JImpediate Intelligence Prior to Operation., Intelligence reports from
adjacent units indicated that the cestern extremities of Djcbel Berda,includ-
ing Hills 369 and 290,were but lightly held by the Germons.

8, Division Plan of Operation, II Corps originally ordercd the attack for
27 March, This was chonged to 28 March by Corps Chicf-of-Staff at a.confercncc
at II Corps Headquarters at Gafsa on the afternoon of 26 March. As originally

ordered in Field Order #16 (sec Appendix 4) the Division was to attack at
0400,27 March,with regiments in column,47th Infantry leading, The 47th Infan-
try was to be followed by the 39th Infentry,which was %o advance by bounds and
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to be committed only on Divisicn order.

The amended plan of attack,as ordered in Field Order #16 (Corrected)
(see Appendix A) called for the Division to attack at 0600,28 March. To
avoid a frontal attack in the open terrain,the plan called for assembly at
the eastern base of Djebel Berda. The 47th Infantry was to move to the east
along the northern base of Djebel Berda and to capture Hill 369 from the
west. Due to the open and featureless plain to the north of Djebel Berda,
which was wholly under observation by the enemy on the heights,this was
considered the only possible route of advance. It was planned that one
battalion should advance along Fl Kreroua,and one along DJebel Lettouchi. A
third battalion was to follow the left assault battalion in regimental
reserve, The lst Battalion,39th Infantry,was to follow the 47th Infantry by
bounds and was ‘to be committed only cn Division order, The 39th Infantry
(less 1st Battallon),mutorlzed,wes to assemble in the rear of 2772 as a
Division reserve. The Divigion artillery,cugmented by the 17th Field
Artillery (less one battalion),was to support the attack,opening fire at 060(
the day of the attack,

9. Compogition of the 9th Infantry Division. During the operation covered
by this report,the 9th Infantry Division consisted of the following units:

ae Assigned:

9th Signal Company {less detachment)
9th Quartermaster Company
15th Engineer Battalion (less Company "C")
© 709th Ordnence Company
“739th Infantry
LTth Infantry
Hg. & Hq.Battery,Division Artlllery
26th F.A.Battalion »
34th F.A.Battalion
8/th F.A.Battalion :
Hq. & Hq.Company,9th Infantry Division
leltqry Police Platoon
9th Medical Battalion (less Company "C")

b, Attached:
894th Tank Destroyer Battalion
17th F.ARegiment (less lst Battalion)

HqeDetachment and Battery "4Y,107th C.A«Battalion (AA)
Battery "B",106th C.A. Battalion (a4)

Detached:

3

6pth Infantry

60th F.A.Battalion

Company “C",15th Engineer Buttallon :

Company "C",9th Medical Battalion

Provisional Truck Company

9th Reconnaisance Troop '

Det,,9th Signal Co.(10 linesmen and 5 radio Operators)
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de General:

The 9th Infantry Division entered this engagement less
one of its Combat Teams, the 60th RCT,which had been detached some days before
for the operations near Maknassy. Another Combat Team,the 39th RCT,had not
served with the Division for a periocd of nearly six months,during a large
share of which time it had beon employed on the lines of communications,
stretched on a front of approximately. five hundred miles., Reduced therefore
to sixsand for several days to five infantry battalions,the Division found
itsclf severely handicopped., Moreover.the maps which were available were
such that they introduced an ever-present hagzerd of grave error; and the
enemy holding the high ground as he did,madc it impossible to move the
artillery or assault troops into position except at night,

SECTION . - OPERATION

10, MARCH 27

2¢ The attack had originally been planned to tske place at daybreak
this date,but by carly afternoon of the 26 March it was foresecn that the
bulk of the Division could not possibly be in position in time. Accordingly,
on 26 March,at a conference in Gafsa,tho Chief-of-Staff of II Corps ordered
the attack pestponed 24 hours. -

1. Mm{;si 2810

8s The 47th Infantry,which had moved into assembly positions (sce Map,

Appendix A) 2627 March,began its advance to the east by moonlight in the
early morning hours of 28 March in a column of battalions, By 0600 the regiment
had reached a point about éne mile west of El Hamra,which was through error
reported to be Hill 369, Its leading bettalion was soon stopped by fire from
that ridge ,but the 3rd Battalion,the second in the column,mansuvered to the
south and the ridge was captured, The last battalion in column,the 2nd,prior
to daylight had been directed to mancuver still further to the south through
the scattered and difficult terrain near Djebels Lettouchi and Kreroua, While
it was still dark this battalion was caught in a pockot by devastating fire
and the personnel of one complete company (Company YEW,47th Infantry) was
killed or captured. The location of the remainder of the battalion was not
ascertained for the next thirty-six hours, Meanwhile the lst Battalion,39th
Infanttygwhich had followed the 47th,was committed on Division order and
instructed to extend the envelopment further to the south, This battalion
became lost and was not engaged on the first day.

b. Plans made at this time for the resumption of thc attack on 29
March czlled for the movement of the 2nd Battalion,39th Infantry,for an
assault against Hill 369 from the north under cover of darkness. Effective
at daybreok;the attack of this battalion was to be assisted by the two
battaliong of the 47th on El Hamra. The remainder of the 3%th Infantry,ncw,
reduced to one battalion (the Brd) was to'remain in its present position in
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Division reserve. The location of the lst Battalion, 39%h Infantry, and of
the 2nd Battalion, 47th Infantry, were at tliis time undetermined.

12. MARCH 29:

a. Pursuant to the Division plan the 2nd Battalion, 39th Infantry,
moved in trucks southeast along the El Guettar-Gabes Road. Perhaps due to
faulty reconnaissance, this truck movement was caught by heavy enemy fire
from Hill 290 as it approached that hill, The battalion sustained heavy
losses and was badly demoralized, the bulk withdrawing to its original
position,

b. During the daylight hours this date, the 47th Infantry improved
its positions on the El Hamra ridge. By noon of this day, however, it had
become apparent that the Division had encountered an extremely heavily fort-
ified position, and by 1700 it was also apparent that the attack had been
definitely stopped until regrouping and reorganization could be effected.
Later developments during the battle and a later examination of these hills
were conclusive in indicating that this area had been heavily fortified over
a long period and developed into a virtual fortregs. The natural strength
of the position had been augmented by numerous emplacements, many of which
had been dug into SOlld rock,

¢, The 9th Division was informed by Corps that Colonel Benson had
been placed in command of an Armored Task Force to go through the 1lst and
9th Divisions under Corps control, The artillery of the lst and.9th Divis-
ions, in addition to Corps artillery, prepared to support Benson's force,

13. MARCH 30:

a. Regrouping and reorganization was partially effectedduring the
night 29-30 March, and it was planned to continue the attack of the 1lst and
3rd Battalions, 47th Infantry, to the east, employing the lst Battalion, 39th
Infantry, to envelope from the south around the right (south) flank of the
47th Infantry., The 3rd Battalion, 39th Infantry, on this date was detached
from the Division and for the next two days operated as a part of the lst
Armored Division, The partly reorganized 2nd Battullon, 39th Infantry, was
employed in Division reserve,

b. Units of the lst Armored Division debouched through the 9th
Division area about noon this date along the Gafsa~Gabes road in the di-
rection of Gabes. The 3rd Battalion, 39th Infantry, as mentioned above, was
attached to this force, which shortly ran into heavy artillery fire and lost
five tanks,

c, It was erroneously reported by 1400 this date, that the Division
objective, Hill 369, had been captured but that resistance remained in small
pockets and wadis in the hills which had been by-passed by the attacking
echelons,
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14. MARCH 31s

ae It now became appavent that the rcport of the capturce of the Division
ochctlve onn 30 Mareh was in errors The hill which was taken on this date
was 290 and not 369, Faulty map (see comment on page 5)did not show Hill 290,

b, Corps ordered that the 9th Division rcnew the attack at 1600 this
date. Tho attack was launched at 1800,with the lst Armored putting en a co-
ordinated attack left of the Maknassy position. The 47th Infantry's attenpt
to takeé Hill 369 was unsuccessful,and the day was ended without appreciable
progress,

15. 4PRIL 13

aeThe 3rd Battalion,39th Infantry,was returned to Diviéion control
and placed in reseprve,north of the 47th Infantry.

b Unsuccessful efforts were made by the lst Battalion,39th Infantry,
cn the cxtreme right,to capture Hill 772,

&s The enemy made a heavy air attack in the Fl Guettar scetor,but
casualties were comparatively few,

de The 9th Division was notified by Corps to initiate the second phase
of operations as had been previcusly outlined by the Comnanding General,18th
Lrmy Group, In this phase it was to secure positions as far forwverd as the
pass between Djebel Chengi and Djebel Ben Krier,thus opening the path for the
advance of the lst Armored Division to the vieinity of Bjcbel Tcbaga Fatnassa.
Strict compllanee with this directive was impossible however,since the position
of the Division was still west of Hills 369 and 772 which were dcsperately
resisting capture,

16, APRIL 23

as There was little change in the situaticn as o whole this date, The
1st and 9th Divisions moved forward to attenpt to carry out the second phase
of the attack. The dArmored Force noved up and established contact during the
afternoon, Heavy winds in the wvicinity of Thelepte air field prevented air
support until late afternocon.

b, The 9th Division continued to battle unsuccessfully for Hills 369
and 7729suffer1ng neny casualties.

17, APRIL 3:

2g In mid-afternoon this date a heavy artillery concentration,participat-
ed in by all of the artillery with the 9th Division plus much of Corps and
1st Division artillery,was placed on Hill 369,with the intention of assisting
the 47th Infantyy in the capture of the Hill. The infantry,however,wss slow
in following the artillery preparation,cnd while some units nade progress,the
net results werc not encouraging.
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b, The 18th &rmy Group scnt a directive to Corps stating that as
soon as the British &th Army succeeded in bresking through the Akarit
position,the 9th Division was to move to the V British Corps' left flank,
to take over tho part of the front nearcst the sea.

18, APRIL 4s

) ap Having failed the previous day to take Hill 369,it was now plan-
ned to capture the hill by infiltration tactics., The entire day was spent
in maneuvering to favorable ground but the hill was not taken.

be The 47th Infqntry sent out two patrols that got to Hill 369
but oncountercd wired—-in positions and returned.

Co The 9th Division continued its attack on Djebel Lettouchi but
failed to take it. The Dorbyshlre Yeonanry were ordered to join the 9th
British Corps,being relieved in their area by the 9th Reconnaisance Troop,
Enemy batteries were very active on our front, : : .

de At 2000 this dato,Companles "AN and "B, plus the S-1,S5-2,and
S~3 sectlons of Headquarters Conpany,l5th Englneers,occupled a defensive
position as infantry, This position was jsut south of the E1 Guettar-
Gabes road and about three miles east of El Guettar, The mission was to
prepare and occupy the position in order to resist a threatoned mechanized
counter-attack. The p031tion was prepared and dug in by 2330, The following
norning a message was rcceived to preparc to pursue the enemy,and trucks
were alerted,but this contingency failed to materialize,

19." ALFRIL 5:

8, Beginning the night of 5 April,the 47th Infantry was directed
to send one rifle platoon,reinforced by light machine guns,forward to
~ positions within supporting distance of the reginental main line of resist-
_ance,where,under cover of darkness,the platoons were to dig in and hold
their positions until reinforced by other elements of their companies. The
2nd Battalion,39th Infantry,moving forward on the right of the 47th Infantry
was to adopt similiar tactics in an attempt to progress along the summit of
Djebel Lettouchi, The lst Battalion,39th Infantry,was to continue its
efforts to capbure Hill 772,

b, This plan was never actually put into operation because G-2
reports indicated that the Germans were being heavily reinforced and that
a counter—-attack could be cxpected on that afternoon or at daylight the
following morning. Accordingly,to meet this eventuality,all elements of
the Division were held awaiting this attack, '

Co At this tlmo the Pivision order of battle from left to rlght
was as follows.
e The 3rd Battalion,47th Infantry,was on Hlll 290,whore it had
boen subjected to almost continuous shelling for a period of. a weeck. The
1st and 2nd Battalions,47th Infantry,lcft to right on El Hanra. The 3rd
Battalion,39th Infantry,on the ncrthwestern ridge of Djebel Lettouchi, The
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1st Battalion,39th Infantry,on the western slopes of Hill 772. The 2nd
Battalion,39th Infantry,in Division reserve in Oued El Beida. This battalion
had prepared plans to (1) occupy a defensive position along the trail lead-
ing northwest from Djebel Lethtouchi,or {(2) to counterwatiack to thc northeast
should the Germans force the pass north of Hill 269,

20, APRIL 6:

! ag No attack by the Germans devcleped and there were early indications
of withdrawsl of some cnemy clcments during the night 5~6 April,

b, The 9th Division,and the 1st Infentry Division on its left,were
ordered to attack and sceure the genoral north-and-south line through north—
south grid Y4l5.

co At 1820 this date,orders were roccived by Companies "AM and "BY,
with the $-1,8-2,and S-3 sections of Headquarters Company,l5 Engineers, to
move to a position on El Hanra ans relieve. the 2nd Battalion,47th Infantry,
with a nission to hold and defend.

2. APRIL 7%

8o By 0500 this date the relief by the 15th Engineers was completed
and the position was conpletely organized for defense, During the day,however,
it was definitely established that the enemy had withdrowngand the Battalion,
(less Company "C",which was at Maknassy) prepared to move back to bivousc
near Bou Chebka for rest,reorganizetion and re~equipping. ~

b, It became evident from aerial recomngisance and reports from our
patrols that the Germans had completely evacuated Djebel Berdm,and a genoral
withdrawal was suspected,

s The 39th Infantry and the 47th Tnfantry made a rapid advance to
tho oou%»whlah was almost totally unoppcsed.

4. By the afternoon of this day the DlVlSlon had reached its obgectlve‘
along the road east of Hill 369,

8y The 15th Engineer Battalion,which had been assembled on El Hamra to
support the 47th Infantry,was ordered forward as far as crossroads 99;but
these orders were later countermanded,

foDuring the night of this date,as elements of the 1st Division moved
into 9th Division territory,the 9th began to wzthdrawgand advance clenents
procecded to the Bou Chebks area.
Zs 18th Army Group instructed Corps that the move of the 9th Division
from the Bou Chebka area would not begin earlier than 10 April,
22, APRTL 8:

8¢ The 9th Bivision continued its move to the Bou Chebka area,occupying
-



the same general area which it had occupicd less than a month before.

23. APRIL 9:

a. By this date the 9th Division (less 60th RCT)was completely
assenbled in the Bou Chebka areaswhere replacements were received and
equipnent digtributed.

b, 18th Lrny Group instructed II Corps that the Corps would consist,
for the next operation,initinlly of the 9th and 34th Infantry Divisions
ond one Armored Ucombat Comnand,together with the necessary corps scrvice
and supporting troops.

c. The proposed objective for II Corps, on the north front was given
as Bizerte. The Comnancding General IT Corps onphasisged the necessity of
assigning II Corps an objective important enough to assure full recognltlon
of the part United States Army forces had pleyed during the entire
Tunisian campaigne

24+ APRIL 10:

a, Maknassy Pass was cleared and orders were issued for the 60th RCT
to rejoin the 9th Infantry Division. ' :

b, Advance elements of the 9th Division departed for the northern
front where the Division was to relieve the British 46th Division,

SECTION IV -~ HIGHLIGHTS

25. PERSONNEL LOSSES:

: Wolohe 2K, T.L.:M.I.L.:INJURED:EXH'T,:DISELSE:RET.TO DUTY
:Shells:s GSW : s s STATES: s FRM.CLRNG.STA.
39th Infantry ¢ 214 ¢ 67 : 39 : 8, : 58 3 103 3 66 3 95
L7th Infantry 3 415 146 ¢ 75 2 232 ¢ 118 3 89 3 28 310
9th Div.drty. ¢ s : 3 H s 1 s s
26th F.h.Bn, 3 10 : 2 3 : : 3 ¢ 1 1 s g
3th FodeBn, ¢ 1 ¢ 1 3 1 3 s 6 ¢ 4 ¢+ 3 3 1
84th F.A.Bn, ¢ 73+ 1 3 2 3 : : AL o2 1 s 2
15th Eng.Bn, ¢ : s s 3 : : 3 :
Oth Med.Bne 5 4 3 s : : 1 ¢ 3 ¢ 1 3 6
Specinl Troops: 4 3 s 3 s : : 1+ 8 3 3
TOTAL FOR DIV.: 655 2217 s 120 s 316 ¢ 186 3 207 : 111 $ 425

#The losses of the 60th RCT,detached durlng this cperation,are not
included in this report,
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26, LOSS OF BATTALION COMMANDERS:

During this operation the casualty rate among infantry battaelion
cornanders wes extremely heavy. During the battle,of the six infantry battalion
commanders present,five were rendered ineifective by wound, injury,capture or
other reasons. These weres

UNIT | COMMANDER CAUSE
L7th Infantry,lst Bn. Major Horbewrt N.Turner Injured in Lction
47th Infantry,2nd Bn. -Lte-ColoLouis Gershenow Captured in fction
47th Infantry,3rd Bn,  Lite=Col.Jdobn R.Ownus WIA - Evaceto U.S.A.
39th Infantry,2nd Bn. Lte=ColsWalter M.Ookes Missing in fLction
39th Infantry,3rd Bn, Lte~Col.John T.Xesley Exhaustion State

7. SIGNAL OPERATIONS:

2. Terrain, In this action it was found that the rocky nature of the
ground made wire lines apt to break and snare more often than usual,while the
lack of eover made the use of »-ton vehicles necessary. Thus;the work of repair
crews thot need the normsl aid of a 2—ton truck became much more difficult, Too,
the large number of tracked vehicles in this section caused a far greator
nunber of cuts and breaks than could possibly have been foreseeny, —— a
situation which was solved by having several lines 4o a unit so that the circuit
could be constantly kept open. &lso,when a tank movement was anticipated,a
jeep with a trouble shooting unit was sent to follow the attack. At one point
in the engagement,the 47th Ifantry ropair crews became so exhausted that a
detail of one officer and sixteen enlisted men from Division was sent to help
then, &s the attack progressed,the rugged nature of the terrain madc it
necessary .to carry wire forward by hand.

b Message Service, Message service was routine in this battle,with
one exception, With constant danger fronm strafing planes it was found advisable
to send two men in cach jcepsrather than one as had been customary,to provide
lockout protection.

Ce Switchbogrd, The switchboard at Division was dug in seven or cight
feet and,thus protected,;it was able to continue operations under the most
difficult conditions,

28, MEDICAL OPFRATIONS:

ae Terrain and Weather, The terrain encountered by the medical units
was,of course,identical with that over which the infantry regiments were
fighting: sparsely vegetated and without cover except for that afforded by
defilade of rocks and wadis. The vweather during the day was hot,and the air
was frequently filled with swirling dust and sande &4t night the temperature -
fell so suddenly that the men in the front lines had difficulty in keeping
warn with the limited amount of equipnent they carried.

be Evacugtion, Evacuation was accomplished from the forward areas as
much as possible by the use of litter jeceps. Due to the rugged terrain,this at
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times necessitated hand-litter carrying to a point at which the patients
could be transferred to the jeep. Miles were used on a small scale,but
hand-littering of patients to an advanced ambulance loading-post,with
infrequent use of the wheeled litter-carrier,was the mainstay of the forward
evacuation system. Night evacuation,which was the rule,was accomplished by
the use of trucks,ambulances and litter~jeeps,and it was necessary for the
battalion aid-stations to care for the wounded throughout the day in slit
trenches,since enemy air activity was pronounced twenty—four hours a day.

In one twenty-four houx periocd there were over thirty enemy raids,all of
which resulted in bombs being dropped within sight of the statlons.

¢s Treatment, It was observed that approximately 90% of the casual-
ties had taken,on their own initiative,the sulfa drugs contained in their
First Aid packet,prior to being seen by medical personnel, In the clearing-
stations,walking-wounded and the more seriously wounded were treated seper—
ately,and the shock cases treated together systematically with plasma
averaging about 1000 cc per patient. In general only such measures were
token as would insurc comfortable transportation of the wounded to the
rear, All wounds were checked for bleeding,sucking chest wounds were
sutured against a gauze pack,splints were checked and adjusted to insure
against impairment of circulation., Morphine and plasma were given as
needed. Hot fluids and light foods were given freely. (The men often
appoared morc intecresteéd® in the food than in their wounds.) During the
latter part of the operation,when casualties began to decrease,the
exhaustion states were held in the Clearing Station and treated with heavy
sedation. Approximately AO% of these patients werc returned to th81r
original duty.

g. Exhaoustion States. The number of exhoustion-states was low.
Factors contributing to exhaustion scemed to be:

(1) Patiguc.

(2) Loss of officers., (In some units the number of cases incresse
with the number of offlcer losses,)

($) Exhoustion states in officers. (These seemed to have an
infectious effect upon the men,)

e Gollecting Companies, During the battle of El Guettar,the collect-
ing companies cvacuated 1095 caesualties from the battlefield. (From 1200,
28 March, to 1200,8 April,1943.) After hostilities ceased end the cnemy
withdrew,the cotlecting compenies went over the battlefields to assist
burial parties in locating and disposing of our own and enemy dead.

29. ENGINEERS:

&8s Organization, During this operation Company "C%,15th Engineers,
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was attached to the 60th RCT ot Mekarssy.

by Activities, Little engineer work was required during this battle
and consisted principally of small mite detection parties for checking
and clearance of routes.,

&. Operation, On 4 April,at 2000,Companies "A" and "B",with the
S-1,8-2,and S-3 scetions of Headquarters Company occupied a defensive
position as infantry. This position was just south of the El Guettar—
Gabes road and about three miles east of El Guettar. The mission was to
prepare and occupy the position in order to resist o threatencd mechan-
ized counter-attack, The lst Engincer Battalion occupied o position on
our left, The position was prepared and dug in by 2330. The following
morning a message was received to prepare to pursue the enemy and trucks
were alerted,but this contingency failed to materialize. a

On 6 April,at 1820,orders were received to move to a position
on El Hamra and relieve the 2nd Battalion,47th Infantry, with a mission
to hold and defend., By 0500,7 April,the rclief was completed and the
position fully organized for defense. During that day it was définitely
determined that the enemy had withdraym and trucks were ordered up to the
position. The following morning the Battalion, less Company "C", moved
back to bivouac near Bou Chebka for rest,rcorganization, and re—cquipping.

30. ARTILLERY;

2, A detailed artillery Report of Operations is attached hereto
as Appendix "CU

31. MILITARY POLICE:

a. Duties, During this battle the Military Police of the Division

were used to operate the CP guard,regulate traffic,furnish special convoy

details,maintain camouflage discipline,provide persomnel for traffic-
control points and as special guard for the Commanding General,maintain
straggler patrols and a prisoner-of-war control station.

b., Stragglers and Prisoners,

(1) Straggler patrols covered the main roads (trails,ravines,
river beds,and so on,should be covered too,but in this instance sufficient
personnel was lacking) from the Division P to advance of the light art--
illery positions and as far back as Corps Headquarters,rcturning stragglers
to their units. In this operation a number of Arabs, more of a nuisance
than a menace,were apprehended in forward positions and returned to the
prisoner-of-war control stasion for interrogation before being turned over
1o the French police, "

(2) During this battle the Military Police processcd a total
of 505 prisoners: 58 Germans and 447 Italions
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32. GRAVES REGISTRATION:

. 8, During this operation the cemeitary was located at Gafsa.
Native labor was recruited by the Graves Registration Officer when
necessary,and 177 soldiers of the 9th Division werc bturied there, The
problem of sufficient personnel was at times acute at the Graves
Registration Office when all the duties of the section,implicit and
implied,of the scction pressed for attention simultancously.

33. RECONNAISANCE TROOP:

2e During this operation the 9th Reconnaisance Troop was detached
from the Division and operated under Corps control in the Faid Pass
sector where it relieved the British Derbyshire Yeomanry on a 35-mile
front. 4 seperate report of this action is being rendered by this unit,

34. ORDNANCE;

8o Units Serviced. Units serviced by the 9th Division Ordnance
(709th Ordnance LM Company) during this operation included the ten major
units of this Division,plus four attached units,including a tank-
destroyer battalion and two anti-aireraft units,

b, Vehicles Serviced. Vehicles serviced during this oporation
included 2ll types of government vchicles. : :

So Maintainance, L total of 265 major repair jobs (jobs
requiring at least onc and one-half hours'! time) were done during this
period. Examplces of this type of work included replacing a clutch
asscmbly on a 2i~ton GMC truck; rebuilding a 2h-ton motor; replacing
front end rcar boogics on a 2f-ton truck. ‘ .

de Artillery Woapons. The mmber of artillery picces in the
Divigion for this operation wero: ’

24 105mm howitzers - , FEREE '
12 105mm howitgzers (2nd Bn.,17th F.A.attached)
12 155mm howitzors :
4~ 105mm howitzers,self~propelled
16 75mm howitzers,pack ‘

18 75mm guns, sclf-propelled
24 37mm anti-~tank guns .

140 :

8o Ammunition Expenditure., During this operation a total of
1489 tons of ammunition was expended. The distribution was as follows:

219,466 rounds 30-cal. (5-rd clips for 03-rifle)
311,220 rounds 30-cal. (8-rd clips for M~1 rifle)
411,750 rounds MG ammunition 38-cal.

129,783 rounds MG ammunition 50-cal.
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3,425 hand grenades,ivagnentary
83,700 rounds 45-cal bhall (T sub-M3 and pistol)
1,652 rounds 75mm gun,s.c.,HE -
498 rounds 75mm gun (4P)
3,208 rounds 75mm howitzoer (Fuze M43)
20 rounds 75mm howitzer (Fuze M57,smoke)
744, rounds 4Omn (4A)
30,255 rounds 105mm howitzer (Fuze MA%)
4,773 rounds 105mm howitzer (Fuze M54)
3,953 rounds 105mm howitzer (Fuze M57,smoke)
2,233 rounds 155mm howitzer (HE)
208 rounds 155mm howitzer (smoke)
2,727 rounds &imm mortar (heavy)
10,844 rounds 8lmm mortar
6,884 rounds 60mm mortar

The biggest days in this operatien for ammunition expenditures woere:
April 1 - 562 rounds 155mm howitzer (HE)

april 3 - 5,075 rounds &lmm mortar (light)
Lpril 3 - 5,884 rounds 105mm howitzer (Fuze M43)

35. QULRTERMASTER:

F- Point of Supply. During this operation the point of supply
for the 9th Division Quartermester was at Gofsa.

b. Rations, Rations were furnished by types as follbws§

3 c U Brit.Compo,
422,576 160,526 800 57,741

¢, PX Supplics. & total of 872,59 items of PX supplics (gum,
shaving cream,tooth powder,soap,etc.) were issued.

d. Gas,0il,and Lubricants, The following amounts of gesoline,
oil and lubricants were issued:

Gasoline (V-80) 0il Grease Hypoid (Universal)

194,635 gals. 3,458 gls. 1,952 pounds 680 gols.

SECTION V -~ CONGCLUSIONS

As a result ef the action the following lessons were learned:
(1) Early seizure ef the dominating observation is an essentisl

proroguisite fer a successful advencc. As long as such obsorvation romains
in the hands of the enomy,furthcer progross is impossible. An cxamination
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of the arca over which this battlc wus foughi will at once indicate
the dominating characteristics of Hill 772.which vas undoubtedly the
key to the position. Although small detechments of the Divigion, ,
ineluding artillery obscrvers,occupicd this hill cariy in the battlos
they did not maintain their positions therc end the significance of the
hill was not fully reclized until later. This hill is the focus from
which radiates three subordinate hog-back ridges,namoly Djebel Lettouchi
Djebel El- Kreroua,ond Uras Saade Bl Homra,all of which lead more or
less directly towards Hills 369 and 290, Had the initial attack been
planned to capture Hill 772 and then to work generally east along the
cennccting ridges toward Hill 369,it is possible that the positions
might have been captured despite the handiceps under which the Division
was laboring.

‘ (2) Early reconnaisance end an opportunity for csmmanders of
all grades to perfect their plans and to issue orders are essential,
Such an opportunity was not afferded prior to this speration,a fact

which in somc cases led %o devastating results.

(3) 4 determined encmy cannst be blasted out sf a prepared
position with artillory fire,however effective that fire nay be.
And the artillery of the 9th Division,with its attached units,gave a
convineing demonstration sf effective fire. The artillery fire
nust be followed so closcly by the advancce ef infantry that the defend-
ers,driven into their heles by the artillery fire,will not be able
to man their weapons after the artillery fire 1lifts,in time to with-
stand effectively the infantry assault.

SECTTION VI — FINAL OBSERVATION

The 9th Infentry Division,operating fer the first time as a
Divisien,had entered the Battle of El Guettar sceverely handicapped,
Despite this fact,and despite the fact that the Division was guilty
of the mistakes expected of a unit in its initial engagement with
the enemy,the operatien proved to be an eventusl success. The conduct
of the individual soldier was reassuring and gratifying. Opposing
crafty and veteran soldiers,our troops showed courage and ability.
With ene battle behind them,they were new ready to onter the next
operation a wiscr and more able fighting unit,

7 '
2V
/{/%? "L/

M.8.EDDY
Mgjor General,U.9.A.
Comnanding
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Authority: CG 9th Inf Div
Initials :
Date ¢ 27 March 1943

FO #16
MAPS: TUMISIA, 1:200,000
1. a. See overlay.

-be See overlay.

2¢ This Div will attack 280400, with Regts in column, 47th Inf leading.
Objective, direction of attack, boundaries, See overlay.

3« ae¢ 47th Inf will start attack from assembly areas, securing high
ground of Y3160 -~ Y3361 and objective. :
39th Inf follow attack by bounds behind 47th Inf and will be com~
mitted only on Division order,

b. Field Arty., Support attack,

(1) 26th F A Bn and 17th F A (-1st Bn) dire¢t support of 47th Inf,

(2) 84th and 34th F A Bns. - general support,

(3) One half of Div Arty will be capable of reinforcing the fires
of the Arty of the lst Inf Div,

(4) Registration prior to attack from new positions prohibited.,

(5) Hg & Btry "A" 107th CA Bn (AA) (with Btry B 106th CA Bn (4A)
attached) attached to 9th Inf Div Arty,

ce 894th TD Bn. under Div control move 271900 to assembly area by
route indicated, Mission, Div reserve,

d. 15th Engr Bn

(1) Be prepared to execute any desired demolitions on Div order.
(2) Be prepared to detect and remove any mine fields encountered.

4e Adm Instructions - See Adm O # 12

5. 8e Sige —~ See Index 14-4 SOI
b, Div C.P. - See overlay.
¢. Axis Sig Com EL GUETTAR -~ B.ZELLOUDJA .
X+ Rad silence for stations moving to new locations until 280400.

ETDY
Commanéing
OFFICIAL:
SUNDIN
G-3







?ij ?ﬁﬁﬁs& iiﬁ@&?

[ GAFSa SHEET ¥#17 U
g m%::ﬁa SREET %18 French *

+
ANNEX ®4 T0 ACCOMPANY FO #16
. 2T MARCH 1943

OFFICIAL:

P







Authoritys CG 9th Inf Div
Initials
Date

ce ag

27 March 1943

Hq 9th Inf Div
APO #9
271600, March 1943

FO #16 (Corrected Copy)
MAPS: TUNISIA, 12200,000

ls 2. See overlay.
b. See overlay,

2, This Div will attack ab 280600, 47th Inf leading, followed by lst Bn,
39th Inf, Objective, direction of attack, boundaries - See overlay.

3, 8 47th Inf will start attack from positions occupied by 280600,

securing high ground of Y3160 ~ Y3361 and objective,

1st Bn, 39th Inf follow attack by bounds behind 47th Inf and will
be committed only on Div order, ,

39th Inf (less 1lst Bn) Co "A" 15th Engr Bn attached will be motor—
izp& and held in mobile reserve vicinity EL GUETTAR.
b. Field Arty -~ Support attacke :

(1) 26th F A Bn and 17th F A (-1st Bn) direct support of 47th Inf,

(2) 84th F A and 34th F A Bns — general support.

(3) One half of Div Arty will be capable of reinforcing fires of
the .Arty of the 1lst Div,

(4) Registration prior to attack from new positions prohibited.

(5) Hq & Btry A 107th CA Bn(AA) (with Btry B 106th CA Bn(44)
attached) attached to 9th Inf Div Arty.
Se 894th TD Bn under Div Control move 27 March to assembly area by
route indicated, mission Div reserve,
de 15th Engr Bn

(1) Be prepared, on Div order, to repair bridges and craters and
remove any mine fields encountereds '

(2) Co A, 15th Engr Bn attached to 39th Inf (less 1lst Bn)

Le Adm Instructions —~ See Adm O #12

5 #ae Sig - See Index 1A-4 SOI
bs Div C.P. - See overlay
G« Axis Sig Com EL GUETTAR - B.ZELLOUDJA
X. Rad silence for stations moving to new locations until 280400,

EDDY
Commanding
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TERRAIN STUDY - FIL GUETTAR CAMPLIGH

[ty ) A

1. Purpoge and Other Limiting Considerations.

8., This study, prepared primarily to accompany the official report
of the tactical operations of the 9th Infantry Division (reinforced) (less
detachménts) during the engagements southeast of El Guettar, covers the
general area south of the Fl Guettar-Gabes road and between the 25 and 45
north and south grid lines, The map employed is Tunisia 1/100,000, E1

Ayecha Sheet.

b. The mission of the command was to capture the high ground south of
the pass approximately 13 miles southeast of El Guettar and to seize, in
conjunction with the lst Infantry Division on the left, an objective east
of the pass, ' '

£. The enemy capsbilities in the area were believed to be as follows:

(1) To defend the high ground on either side of the pass in con-
formity with his usual tactical doctrine.

(2) To counterattack northwest through the pass.

(3) To withdraw to the east.
- 4. The decision of the Commanding General, 9th Infantfy Division was
to attack the hill mass at the eastern extremity of Djebel Berda from the

west, .successively reducing the various ridges, djebels, and hills which
constitute that hill mass, preparatory to advancing over the eastern plain,

2. General Topography of the Area.

8. Drainsge svstem., There are no streams in the ares but there are
a large number of dry stream beds, or wadis, which played an important part
in the operation,

b. Ridge system. The main hill mass in the area is the Djebel Berda.
The eastern extremities of this djebel are extremely complicated in con-
formation and plaved an important part in the operation. The dominating
peak is Hill 772, Other heights of importance are Draa Ssada EL Hamra
extending northeast from Hill 772 and terminatin~ on Hill 290; Djebel
Lettouchi, which terminates at its southern extremity on Hill 361 and
Djebel E1 Kreroua, which terminates at its eastern extremity on Hill 369,
All elevations are in meters,

&+ Routes.
(1) Railrcads., None,



(2) Roads. One improved, in excellent condi*ion, runs southeast
El Guettar in the direction of Gabes, Just east of Hill 369 an unimproved
road in fair condition turns off to the sovtheast. The mep indicates various
tracks crossing Djebel Berda from northwest to southeast, These are not in
existence, but many tracks of similiar type criss-cross the high ground in
every direction, S

d. General Nature of the Terrsin, The area may be sharply sub—-divided
into the mountainous sub-area included at Djebel Berda and its spurs to the
east, and the flat plain to the north. The mountainous area is steep, rug-
ged, badly eroded into numerous difficult gorges, and almost completely des-
titute of vegitation., The plain is perfectly flat desert, also without
vegetation, and cut with dry wadis. '

3. Militery Aspects of the Terrain.

&. The plain,

(1) The main highway previously mentioned bisects this area from
northwest to southeast., There are also many cross-country tracks leacding in
many directions, ' : '

(2) There are no serious obstacles to cross-country movement in the
ares.

(3) The only cover and concealment in the area is that afforded by
the dry‘wadis.v : .

(4) Observation is excellent over the entire area.
(5) TFields of fire for all weapons are exéellent.

(6) The area lends itself readily to mechanized operations. It does
not favor defensive disposgitions.

b. Djebel Berda.

(1) There are no routes of communication in this area except those
afforded by numerous difficult trails. The numerous gulches and valleys af-
ford many avenues of approach, but these are habitually dominated by the high
ground along their borders. ‘

(2) The area sbrunds in natural obstacles and lends itself admirably
to defense by weak forces, In addition the Germans had improved that natural
strength of the position by extensive mine fields, and by weapons and personnel
emplacements, cspecially in the vicinity of Hills 290 and 369, and other east-
ern spurs of the djebel,
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(3) Excellent concealment snd cover are aveilable, This in
‘general favors the defensive sincce offensive operations arc necessarily
limited by the grecat difficulties of maintaining direction through the ex~
tremely complicated ground forms which exist, and the physicel difficulty
of scaling the heights, moeny of vhich arc ncerly precipitous.

(4) Observation, cspecislly from the highest peaks end from
Hill 369 tc the northwest, is oxcellent. Possession of these heights there-
fore is esscntial in cither offensive or defensive operations, ”

(5) Fields of firc are generally excellent,
(6) 1In general the djebel, and particularly the eastern ex—

tremity thercof, is a natual fortress capable of being defended by minimum
forces for an indéfinitc period.

4o Critical Terrain Features, The eritical terrain feaztures in the area
for sither combztant are as follows:

a. Hill 772which dominateélthe entire erea, and from which, like
spokes from a hub, radiate the three important spurs of Draa Saada El Hamra,
Djebel E1 Kreroua, and Djebel Lettouchi, '

b, Hill 290 which blocks the western entrance to the E1l Guettar pass.

¢, Hill 369 which rompletely controls the valley between it and Draa
Saada F1 Hamra and also , while in the hamds of a fefender, prohibits the
passage of mechanized cr other trocps through the pass.

5. Tactical Effccts of the Terrain. An attempt to capture Draa Saada El
Hamra (including Hill 290) or Djebel E1l Kreroua (including Hill 369) by a
dircet asszult against their northwestern faces, considering the necessity
of approach across the open plain and valley, will be almost certain to
result in costly failure, BEach of these ridges, together with Djebel Let-
touchi, should be attacked by first gaining a foothold on their westermost
extremities, and then progressing along their summits, Furthermore the
attack on all three ridges must be made by suitable forces simultaneocusly,
since they are all mutually supporting. Beforc such an opération is begun,
however, Hill 772 must be in the hands of the attacker, since this height
controls 211 the observation in the area., The sequence of advance should
be, therefore, (1) the capture of Hill 772 and, (2) a simultancous attack
along the crests of Drag Sa~da Fl Hamre, Djebel El Kreroua and Djcbel Let—
touchi, with the object of capturing Hills 290, 369, and 361,
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ARTITLERY PEpORy

1., GENERAL. Units of the 9th Divis ion Artillery {less the 60th F,A. Bn.
which had been detached) moved on 24-206 Morch to bivounc arcas in the vie—
inity of Gafsa., Unit commurders madc mop and terrain rcconnaissance 26
March, but, upon returning to the Artillery CP, which had been established
in the palm grove at El Guettar, they were informed thet the attack hod
been postponed 24 hours, =nd uhBT units would remain in bivouac for the
night 26-27 March,

During the day of 27 lMerch, the unit commanders continued rcconnaissance,
©and at 1300, the Z6éth F.A. Bn,, followed by the 2nd Bn., 17th F,A., moved

to the south and east arowid Chott El Guettar to a bivouac in wadis south

of the Chott, At dusk thor occupied the positions that had been previously
solected., The 84th F.A. Bn. had been supporting the lst Division, They
remained in their same positions and shifted their support to the 9th Div-
ision, The 34th F.A, Bn, left their bivouse at dusk and followed the 3rd
Battalion, 47th Infantry, to positions along the Gafsa-Gabes Road.,

2. REPORT.

a, 28 VARCH, All positions were thoroughly dug in and preperations
were mede to support the attack at 0600, 28 March. No registration whe
permitted until after 0600, and radio 31lence was ordered until that time.
The 2nd Bn,, 17th F.A., and the 26th F,A. Bn. were placed in dircct support
of the 47th Infantry, The 84th F,A. Bn, was placed in gencral support
along with the 34th F,A, Pn. 150 rounds of ammunition was ordered dumped
at the gun positions, and the trains were to be replenished at the Gafsa
Dp. immediately, ’

No plan of offensive fires was permitted by the situation. All units
sent forward observers out to be in position to support the attack by ob-
gserved fire, The firing throughout the day vas light., Some battery pos-
itions were located nnd fired upon. At 0835 the Commanding Officer, 26th
~ F.A. Bn,, requested permission to dlsplaco forward, This was granted and
Battery "A" was sent forward. This battery was shelled while on the road
but no damage was done and the battery occupied the position. Later the
remainder of the Battalion moved to the new position, No other unit moved
forward throughout the day. Harassing fires were fired throughout the night
on lines of communication. . v

b. 29 MARCH. Early on the morning of this date the attack was con-
tinued, The enemy was driven back along the entire line, Artillery fire
delivered was considerably increased and was reported as very effective,
Battery "C" of the 34th F.A, Bn. which had moved forward at 0300 to pos-
itions in the viecinity of 30697 -68156, was heavily shelled throughout the
day, TFnemy artillery reglstered on each gun and tried to knock the battery
out, Damage was very slight, one two-and-onc-half ton truck of the AA
being destroved. The advance vas again halted by the enemy, and the pos-—
itions werc stabilized for the night., The enemy was continually harassed
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by our artillery fire throughout the night. The Division and livision Art-
illery CPg werc harsssed by onony plancs throughout the nizht, their plancs
being overhead at least cight conscculive times through the night. Battery
10" established a dummy position at the point vhoro they were shelled and
moved about 500 yards to a new position,

. 30 MARCH., The morning of this date a plannod 20-minute offensive
fire was preparcd to launch the infantry attack at 0A00. Requests vere
made to Corps Artillery for additional artillery support, and the 178th F.A.
Bn (155 howitzers) and the lst Bn., 17th F.A, (155 hovitzers) and the lst Bn,
36th F.A. (155 gun) werc assigned to assist in the preparation. Fiftecn
battalion concontrations and six battery concentrations were placed on Djebel
Krerowa, Djecbel Lettouchi and some fire on Hill 369, The infantry advanced
and vere sble to take part of Djebel Lettouchi. They werc then driven from
their position by a determined encmy counter-attack., Continued heavy fight-
ing was experienced during the day. Throughout the day the cnemy artillery
fircd on the dummy position established by Battery "C", 34th F.A. Bn, They
hit a can of gasoline left at the position and started a fire, This was
cvidently taken as a hit on a battery, for the enemy continued to shell the
position throughout the dey and waste a large amount of ammunition, Survey
of the front lines by the artillery survey party proved that the infantry
had not reached their objective. Bombing of the Division and Division Art-
illery CPs continued throughout the night, Mostly the raids were of a har-
assing nature and werc eontinous throughout the night,

d. 31 MARCH. The action was very light this date. The infantry at.
tempted to filter through enemy lines, The artillery fired very fow rounds
most of vhich were fired on targets of opportunity and harassing missions,
Encmy air activity was almost contimueus throughout most of the day. The
attecks wore mainly of o haragsing nature -nd were very ineffective. The
Division CP and Division Artillery CP were again harasscd continuously
throughout the night by cnemy planes circling and dropping flares and bombs.
Damage was slight and -effect was poor as personnel had learned to sleep
in trenches. An amusing incident of the day was the surrender of 100 Ital-
ians to onc man from the 34th F,A. Bn,

£. 1 APRIL, On this date the action continued to be light. Enenmy
tanks vere rceported several times throughout the day. Several of these
were destroyed by artillery fire at msximum ranges. The 34th F.A. des-
troyed onc 88mm gun, and the 26th F.A, Pn, fired on enemy personnel with
excellent effect, The day was marked by considerable shelling by enemy
‘artillcry and by considerable air activity. The CPs of Division and Dive
ision Artillery were agrin harassed during the night, but on a decreased
scalc,

f. 2 APRIL. FEnemy tank activity incrcased, and the result was a large
number destroyed by artillery fire, The 26th F.A, Pn, destroyed at least
eight tanks during the day. Also a number cf trucks werc destroyed, in
addition to a large quantity of enemy equipment., The day's action, if it
did nothing clse, proved the effectiveness of 105mm fire ageinst tanks at
extreme ranges, proctically the entire day's firing being at ranges of
10,000 to 12,000 yards. This was truc of the cntire cngagement, due to
the lack of cover afforded by the terrain at closer ranges., On the night
of 2 Arril, the Division Artillery survey section surveyed the front lincs
by firing rockets and trisnguleting them in. Results were excellent and
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the front line bottelidns were definitely located. The infantry had not
reached their objcctive. )

g. 3 APRIL. Firing was normal throughout the day ond the cnemy secm-
cd to be withdrawing, Fighting wes heavy throughout the afternoon, and
the artillery fired a considerablc number of rounds in a preparation at
1600, The infantry advanced and was able to sicze Djebel Lettouchi. At
1800 the 26th F.A. Bn. was heavily bombed by a flight of 18 JU-88s; 4 ME-
109s, and 8 F™-190s. Damagc consisted of one 2i-ton slightly damaged and
six slight casualtics, Reports indicated that our fighter planes and anti-
aircraft were very effective, shooting down 1 cnemy planes. A point of
interest was the attempt of the 4 ME-109s to draw off the Spitfire cover
by making = diving attack at another point prior to the attack by the bomb-
‘ers, The Spitfires did not fall for the trap, The 34th F.A. Bn, movad
Battery "C" to a new position at 3341-6929,

h. 4 APRIL. This date was again marked by considerable activity by
the artillery, the 26th F.A. Bn, again having a field day. During the day
it destroyed five tanks, an ammunition dump and seversl trucks, The 34th
F.A. Bn, fired on motor vehicles starting several fires and fired on tanks
seversl times during the day, dispersing the tanks, The air patrol of the
day consisted of eighteen P-51s vhich met no resistance, Air activity do-
finitely had decreased and remained that way for the duration of thc ene
gagement,

i, 5 APRIL. Considerable enomy nctivity was reported throughout the
day., Wany of the reports were confusing and probably referred to our om
tanks, A concentration of about 75 enemy tanks was reported and Corps
requested fire of all units placed on it, No artillery observer was avail-
able to observe this concentration ~nd it was never verified that it
existed. Pesults were not determined. Division Artillery was preparcd to
fire on selected concentrations throughout the night to prevent a possible
counter-attack, No attack develpped and concentrations werc not fired,

As a whole the firing througheout the day was light,

J. 6 APRIL. Reports began to indicate that the enemy was vithdrawing, -
Firing was on a reduced scale, Enemy tanks and vehicles werc reported as
moving east toward Gabes. The infentry began an adanvce on Hill 369 sup-
ported by artillery, The tank foree also moved forward. Reports indicated
that Hill 369 had been abandoned,

k. 7 APRIL. 411 troops started %o move forward, Little if any ro-
Bistence was cncountered. Ty 1200 Djebel Berda, Hill 772, was taken and
troops continued the advance. Djcbel Lettouchi was occupied, and at 1518
the tanks of Benson's force wers reported in rear of Hill 369. Shortly
after this Hill 369 fell, and Benson's forcc was moving east, At 1705
Benson's force contacted the British 8th Army at 5885, and the Battle of
El Guettar was over, At 1730 the 34th F.A. Bn. was ordered to move from
their present position to cenccaled bivouae at Bou Chebka. The Division
Artillery Headquarters, the 26th F.A, Bn. ond the 84th F,A, Bn. followed
the morning of 8 April.

3. AMMUNITION EXPENDED. During the Battle of El Guettor, the units of

-



the 9th Infrntry Division Artillery and attochments fired the follewing
emounts of ammunition:

26th F.A. Bn, 14092
84th F.A, ™n, 7775
2nd Bn,, 17th F.4, - 5732
34th F,L. Bn, - 3784

31583

1

This does not include the lerge number of rounds fired by the lst Division
Artillery, and the 13th F.2. Brigade in their excellent support of the Division
upon the occasions required, '
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SECTION I ~ AUTHORITY

1, In complisnce with paragraph 10, &R 345-105, a report on the
operations conducted by the 9th Infantyy Divisian in northern Tunisia
from 11 &pril to 8 May is hereby submitted,

SECTION II -~ GENERAL

2. Preceding Operation, The last operation of the 9th Infantry
Division preceding that described in this report was in southern
Tunisia, near El Guettar, and terminated 8 April 1943,

. 3. Troops Employed for Allied Offensive in Northern Sectop, The lst
and 8th British Armies, and the II U,S.Corps, all under direct command
of 18th drmy group, were employed in the Allied offensive in the
northexn sector,

.



ae The 1st and Sth B~1+_sh Arnies ineluded nine British infantry
lelSlonS three Brltish ‘armored divieiong, znd Tour French infantry divisions,

b. The II U.S.Corps consisted cf three infentry Jivisions end
one armored ‘division, and scme 40CC Freuch voiwmteszie and native troops. A
fourth 1nfantry lelulon was arriving when Lne operation ended.

¢. The 9th Infantry Division consisted of the following:

AS&IGNED

9ta *‘"ng. Lompeny
gtlh Madicel Lot J"LIJF’T’
9th Quartermaster Company
. .9th Recernaigesnce 13 P
15th Engineer Bauﬂ(]ulhyb}
709th Ordnance Ccmpeny
Headquarters Baltery, Division Artillery
Hq. & Hqg. Company, 9th Infantry Division
26th F.A.Battalion
34th F.A.Battalion
3 60th F.A.Battalion
84th F.A.Battalion
Military Police Platoon

-
W

ATTACHED

‘91st Reconnaissance Squadron
434th C.AsBattalion (AA)
-185th F.A.Bn, (155mm how,) (with 1 Btry,107th G.A.(AA)a’btached)
. 62nd F.A.Battalion
36th F.A. (1 Battery 155mm guns)
* Battery "H" - 67th C.A. (AA% .
894th Tank Destroyer Battslion
601st Tank Destroyer Battalion (attached 26 April-i May)
Company "C" - 751st Tark Battalion (attachea 5 May.-ls May)
20th Engineers (attached € May — 20 May)- . . ...
- Corps Franc d "Afrlque con51st1ng of
(a) 3 Infantry Battalions
(b) 1 Marine Battalion
(e) 4 Tabours of Goums

b Dlrectlves, Under zuthority letter, HQ 18th Army Group,26 March
1943, to Commanding General II Corps, the 9th Infantry Division was
designated to move upon completion of the E1l Guettar battle to the Sedjehane
sector in northern Tunisia, where it was to relieve the 46th British Infantry
Division which,a% that Tnme,was g part of the V British Corps of the lst
British ﬁrmy, The 9th Divisicn was later again placed undeir control of
II American Corps on 18 fpril,



!

5. Corps Objectives, II Corps was to capture the high ground east
and west of Choigui and protect the left flank of British V Corps;
capture the Bald and Green Hill positions,exploiting toward Mateur,and
seize the high ground dominating RJ 5094, II Corps was then to (a)
secure suitable positions for the attack on Bizerte,covering the left
flank of 1lst Army,and (b) to advance and capture Bizerte,with the cooper-
ation of lst Army on right flank, _ g

6, Command. II U.S.Corps was to remain under 18th Army Group, but
for these operations the actions of II U.S.Corps were to be co-ordinated
by British 1st Army,which would issue necessary instructions and orders
direct.

7. Commanders, During this operation II Corps was commanded by
Major General Omar N.Bradley, who had replaced Lt.-Gen, George S.
Patton,Jr, The 9th Infantry Division was commanded by Major General M.S,
Eddy. All French troops attached to the 9th Division were commanded by
General of Brigade Magnam, :

8. Intelligence, Information available at the opening of this oper—
ation seemed to indicate that the epemy was weak in artillery (10-15
piecés only was the estimate) and that tanks (some two dozen were
reported in reserve on the plains southwest of Tunis) would be used
as mobile artillery. His morale was not high except in a few units, but
he was intensively organized for defense, with key high ground protected
by mine fields and good fields of fire, No strategic infantry reserves
were believed to be available,

The Germans held three principal positions in the area, all astride
natural approaches. They were (1) the Jefna position, of which Djebel
Azzag (3877)(Green Hill), and Djebel Ajred (3872)(Bald Hill) were the
main features, heavily fortified and completely dominating approaches
along the main and only road from the west and the valley through which
it led.(The British had assaulted these hills three times unsuccessfully, ).
(2) high ground commanding the head of the Sedjenane Valley approximately
‘along grid line 33, of which Djebel Ainchouna (3281) and Djebel Dardys
(3489) were the principal features; and (3) the high ground astride a
secondary road to the north, of which Ac es Zapa (4295) and Djebel Touro
(4397) were the principal features. Field Order #20 issued by this
Headquarters (see Appendix "A") indicates the extent of the knowledge
of enemy forces in our possession prior to the opening of this operation,

9. ZTerrain Study. A fully detailed study of the terrain over which
this operation was fought is attached hereto as Appendix "BY

10, Division Objectives, The initial Division objectives were to
capture the enemy position at Djebel Ajred,J3775,as the first objective,
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- and RJ  J4983 as the second objectivs, and then to exploit in the direction
of Mateur. The Division was also to .seize the high ground dominating RJ
J5094. The Corps- Franc d'Afilque,attached to the D1v151on ,was to~ selze
this latter obgectlve.

11, Previous Operstions in This Sector. The Brltlsh 46th D1V1s1on,
which the 9th Infantry Division relieved,consisted of but two ‘brigades,
and had been holding positions generally west of the 27 grid line,and
between the 73 and 83 grid lines for some weeks follow1ng a successful
advance from the west, : :

12, Movement Into Position. The first elements of the 9th Division left
the Bou Chebka area on 9 April,proceeding to Roumes Souk,and during the
period 12-16 April the relief of the British 46th D1v181on vas com leted.
The 47th Infantry was first to go in,relieving the -southern (138th
brigade of the British 46th Division generally astride the main road at
0200 hours the morning of 13 April. On 14 April,at 0400 hours,the 2nd
Platoon of the 9th Reconnaissance Troop moved from their CP (whlch was’
established 1} miles north of SedJenane) to the vieinity of Bazina,Tunisia,
where it relieved the British 46th Reconnaissance Squadron at 0500,with
the mission of counter-reconnaissarce. in. the vicinity of Bazina. At noon
of the same date, Company "F" of the 47th Infantry was sent to occupy
Djebel Tabouna; and on the night of 15-16 April the 39th Infantry relleved
the northern brigade of the British 46th Division, just south of the
Sedjenane, Valley, The 60th. Infantry, the last to arrive from the south,
was held in concealed biwouac well to the rear Just west of Dgebel Ablod,
until 19 Apr11.~

13. Plan of Attack.

" The D1v1S1on commander early decided that a frontal assault
on the Green-Bald Hill position would be so costly as to be unwarranted,
He therefore decided on a scheme of maneuver, whereby the bulk of the
Divigion would be employed in a wide flanking movement through the extremely
difficult terrain to the north of the main road, w1th the object of out-
flanklng the hostile positions and cutting the enemy's lines of communicat-
ions to the north and northeast. It was realized from the start that such
a maneuver would be hampered by the almost total lack of communication
throughout the area to be traversed. However, it was anticipated that the
Germans would not suspect the attempt of a maneuver of this difficulty
provided that our troops could be moved into position without their presence
being desclosed. - Secrecy therefore, was an esgential in order to preserve
the element of surprlse. : :

ba. In preparatlon for the attack a metlculous study of the térrain
was made, and dominating observation was -selected for each of the inter-
mediate objectives to be captured by each regiment each day, VWhile each
of these objectives was not always captured on the planned dates, most of
them were eventaully occupied, and in every case such ‘'occupation proved
decigive in outflanklng the German resistance encountered, :

wlye



; ge It was decided that on the extreme left (north) Flank
the French troops would move forward between the 60 th Infantry on
their right and the coast of the Mediterranean, through 'an area
where it was believed the resistance would be the: least. ‘One of
‘their main objectives was the seizure of the dominating observation
afforded by Kef en Nsour, ~

L de The 60th Infantry, moving forvard by stages under cover
of darkness, commencing on the night of 1920 April, was to initiate
its attack from an area generally west of-the 30 grid line and north
of the Sedjenane Valley. It was assigned. four intermediate object~
ives and one final objective to be captured within a period of five
dayss Its final objective completely dominated the main northe~and~-
south road. . dan e e

o ©o The 39th Infantry, moving forward & short distance to
the area generally west of the 28 grid line and south of the Sed-
Jenane Valley, was to attack for the captire of thiree intermediate
objettives and one final objective in a period of five days. Its
final objective likewise completely dominated the main roads

- fo The 47th Infantry, moving forward to the area just
‘west of the 32:.grid line and astride:the main road, would conduct
a holding attack against the enemy's main position atop  Greeén and
Bald Hills, It would employ one. battalion:on its right (south)
flank for a limited objective attack on D-day, but no serious attempt
was to be made for the reduction of the German main position until
the advance of the 39th and 60th Infantrys had $utflanked these -
positions to the northeast. , e
Ze The 1st American Infantry Division would occupy the
posttion on the right (south) flank of the 9th Division, but there
would be a gap of some 6} miles seperating the two units. To f£ill
this gap the 9lst Reconnaissance Squadron was to relieve Company
"FU of the 47th Infantry on Djebel Tabouna and the 9th Reconnaissance
Troop in the vicinity of Bazina, and be employed with instructions’
to maintain contact with theVAVth~Infantry on the north and the i
1st Infantry Division on the gouth, The 9lst Reconnaissance Squad-
ron was alsgo instructed to reconnoiter actively and vigorously to °
the east in an effort to divert the attention of the Germans from
the north, el B - D

, he  The extreme width of the front, approximately 28 miles, ¥
posed a difficult problem for the Artillery Commander, who would be
forced to scatter his units widely, As-a solutuin the light
battalidns were employed in their normal roles in direct support éf
the three infantry regiments, the 26th with the 39th Infantry, the
8ith FeA. Bn, with the 47th Infantry, and the 60th F.A. Bn, with the
60th Infantgy. The medium and heavy artillery were divided into .
two groups, one to be employed on the south and the other on the north,
But even though the units were widely seperated on this front, artil-
lery control was centralized until the pursuit phase commenced, '
Many of the artillery positions were inadequately protected by
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' 1nfantry, however, partlcularly in the Sedjenane Valley, In an effort
to remedy this situation, the 9th Reconnaisance Troop, the 894th

Tank Destroyer Battalion and the 610st Tank Destroyer Battalion were
attached to the Division Artillery and largely employed on protective
missions in the Sedaenane Valley.

i, It was anticipated that supply dlfficultzes to the
north would be insurmountable without special arrangements, The
French had reported with virtually no transportation, 4 small
number of trucks were truned over to them from the Division pools
A total of three-~hundred mules was obtained for supply purposes,
and for several days the 39th Infantry and 60th Infantry were forced
to rely on this means of transportation almost completely,

SECTION IIT .. OPERATIONS

L ABRIL L

g 11 Corps troops on the move northwapd for re-grouping
and the begannlng of a new offensive.

be The 9th D1v131on, with the 894th Tank Destroyér Battalion
and the 434th CA Battalion (AA) attached, ordered to Roumes Souk
-~ from Tebessa th;s dates

154 APRILEJ@;

a. On this date Field Order #19, Headquarters 9th Infantry
Division, was ibsued; directing the Division to relieve the 46th
British Division in place in the Sedjenane sector. The 4th British
Division was to be on our right, and the 3rd Battalion Corps Franc
d'Afrique (a ttached to the 9th D1v131on) in the Cape Serrat area
on our lefty (A copy of this Field Order is attached hereto in Ap-
pendix "A%,) - ’ SRR

b. The forward CP moved to Djebel Abiod from Bou Chebkas

16, APRIL 13:
a. The 60th RCT rejoined the 9th DJV131on, arriV1ng in
bivouac ‘at Bou Chebka by midnight this date, less one 1nfantry bat~
talion, .

At 0200 hours this date the 47th Infantry relieved the
southern TiBSth) brigade of the British 46th Division,

I7, APRIL 14:

6



g e« At 0400 hours this date the 2nd Platoon of the 9th Recon-
naissance Troop moved to the vicinity of Bazina, Tunisia, where it rew
lieved the British 46th Reconnaissance Squadron at 0500,

- e At noon this date Company "F¥ of the 47th Infantry was sent
“to. oceupy Djebel Tabouna, o : .

g¢ The battalion of the 60th RCT which had remained at Maknassy

area to police the battlefield, arrived at Bou Chebka by midnight this
date, ‘ ~ . ‘ : . : ‘

d. At the same time,'the detail of 100 6fficers and’men<§olicing
the Bl Guettar battlefield arrived at Bou Chebka and were attached to
the 60th CT' for the move north,
18, APRIL 15:

ae Little activity. The 84th F.A., Battalion fired seven missions
(290 rounds) with excellent effect, :

| b. The 39th Infantry relieved the northern brigade of the British
46th Division, just south of the Sedjenane Valley, this night,
19, APRIL 163

&« The 60th RCT arrived at Roumes Souk 5330 Pella ‘The plan was
to move north on the 18-19 April,

be The 28th Signal (Radio Intelligence) Company was attacheds

20, APRIL 17:

8o '9lst Recéhnaissanée‘attaéhed'to the 9th Division,

21, APRIL 18:

~ Ae¢ At 1800 hours II Corps assumed command of all troops within
Corps boundary, relieving British V Corps of this command.

be The 60th RCT moved from Roumes Souk to a concealed bivouae
west of Djebel Abiod,

Go. British Stirling, Halifax and Lancaster bombers operated
at night in this area. ~ '

22, APRIL 19s

2o This night two battalions of the 60th RCT moved forward
under cover of darkness so as to be in the vieinity of 1177 by daylight



of 20 April,

23+ fBRIL 20:

B Continuing ite move forward stage by stage the 60th RCT
moved again this night beginning at 1930 hours so that by daylight 21
Aprll two battalions would be in the vicinity of 2288 and one battallon
in the V1c1n1ty of 1177. .

be 9th Division Headquarters (Forward echelon) closed its CP
at 2000 hours and arrived in the new area V1c1n1ty of SedJenane at 2230
hourse : ‘ ,

¢« Field Order #20, Headquarters 9th Infantry Division, was

~ issued this date, and put the lst American Division on our right for the
pending operation, instead of the 4th British Division as recorded in
Field Order #19. (Copies of Field Orders #19 and #20, as well as Annex
#1 and Annex #2, are attached hereto in Appendix "A"). -

2L &.RI. L .2;_L.

: 4« The 9lst Reconnaissance Squadron, covering the 6——m11e gap
between the 9th Infantry Division, and the lst Division on 1ts right
(south) received urgent instructions from Division G-2: "You will ac-
tively and vigorously push reconnaissane tonight (21-22 April). Enemy
capable of attack at any times Little contact over entire sector all
day."

" b Tlmed to reaeh its assembly area by daylight 22 April, the
60th RCT moved out after dark on foot, on the flnal stage of its move
into position,

25, RIL g i

- ,g.x By dayllght this date all unlts were in thelr attack p031t10ns
and all plans had been perfected.

b. Command of the north sector reverted to the Commanding Offlcer
(General of Brigade Magnan) Corps Franc d'Afrique, effective on the open-
ing of the CP, CFA, this morning. (Corps Franc had previously been at~
tached to 60th Infantry.)

26, APRIL 23:

a. The attack started at 0530 this date, By 1100 it was re-—
ported that all regiments had reached their D-day objectives with little
opposition, Orders were. 1ssued accordlngly to press on to the D-plus-l
objectives, :



be It later developed that this satisfactory report was ffue on
the fopth and south flanks. <t was not true in the center where the 39th
Infantry had encountered heavy resistance on the dominating hell, Djebel
Ainchouna, By nightfall, its leading elements were in a state. of con-
fusion and had only reach the lower slopes of the Djebels

ceo Coled, Trimble Brown was relieved as commander of the 39th
Infantry and Brigadier General Donald A, -Stroh, Assissant Division Com-
mander, assumed command until such a time as the.requested replacement
could be received from II Corps,

ds During the afternoon the 60th Infantry on the left, meeting
increased terrain difficulties but little opposition, reached a point
about mid-way between their D-day and Deplus-1 ObJeCthGSGV

ee The Corps Franc d'Afrique by evening of the first day was
held up by resistance on Hill .107 (3493). :

ot
27s APRIL 24t On this date the Corps Franc, with the support of
an additional battalion of light artillery, captured Hill 107, where
enemy resistance had been encountered the previous dayo T

b. The 60th Infantry occupied Djebel DardySS (3489) .- Progress
however was :slow because of the steepness of the hills and the thickness
of the vegetation, which was so bad at times that the men had to erawl on
hands and knees to penetrate it. : :

'S
Co A German force estimated at a battalion counter-attacked
the 2nd Battalion of the 60th Infantry in an effort to retake the hill,
They were beaten off by rifle and machine-gun fire, and a later ad=-
vance by the 60th over the ground the enemy had occupied revealed a
count of 116 enemy dead in the area,

s The 39th Infantry resumed s attack on Ainchouna and reached
the summit. Here its leading battalion was seriously opposecd by heavy
eneny fire from the north and east, Several senior officers became cas—
ualties and it was only by the superior leadership of a junior captain
(Cept. Conrad V. Anderson) that the battalion was able to retain its
precarious hold on the mountain,

By .e. The- 47th Infantry, in accordance w1th plan, made no advance
durlng the daye. . ,

L. Activities on the front of the 9lst Reconnalssance Squadron
were again 11m1ted to patrol action.

28, APRIL 25:

a. On this date the situstion on the north flank indicated the
possibility of a German counter-attack. This did not materialize.

be The 60th Infantry held their position during this day, moving
9w



up supi)liés and preparing an advance on 26 April,
ce The Corps Franc likewise held their positionse.

de The 39th Infantry,,employing a fresh batt&libn'and with
excellent field artillery support, completed the occupation of the
summit of Djebel Ainchouna, driving out strong German defense forcess

ee The 47th Infantry advanced two companies about a mile to
the east without serious difficulty and seized Hills 502 and 598,

Lo The fall df,Aiﬁchoﬁna deprived the Germans of much of .
their observation over Sedjename Valley,” It was possible thereafter
to push reconnaisgance with mechanized elements well to the east in
this valley. v ‘ : ,

. . /2).

o~ Y
!

L

 a. By this date it was evident that the Corps Franc was not
sufficiently powerful to continue its advance abreast of the 60th
Infantry and to reach the eastern exit of the Sedjenane Valley,

. p,. Division G—2"reportedlpriSoner-of-War information indicgt~
ing.the presence of‘an enemy position on Djebel Cheniti,

ge The direction of the advance of the 60th Infentry was
accordingly changed toward the northeast; to assist the Corps Franc
by outflanking the Ac es Zapa (4295) and Djebel Touro (439;§ position
from the south, o - ' o

de The 39th Infantry was to continue its enveloping movement
to the east and southeast.

ge The above plan resulted in divergent attacks on the part
- of these two regiments with an ever~widening gap on their interior
flanks, While such a gap implied a serious element of danger, it was
felt that the Germans could not counter-attack through it with any
degree of strength, ‘ ' :

£+ The 39th Infantry advanced two battalions %o Djebe) E1 Akrat
(3480) the Deplus~l objective of this regiment, thus resuming the step-
by step advance as planned,

& Activity in the 47th Infantry zone was limited to patroll~
ing in the direction of Green-Bald Hills where it was ascertained that
no signs of German withdrawal were yet evident, ‘Apparently he had not
yet become alarmed by the progress of our enveloping forcess

_ b7 Col, William L, Ritter was assigned to the 39th Infantry
this date as Regimental Commander, ) .
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30. APRIn 27t

. ae Little prograss was made on 27 April except in the zone
of the 39th Infantry where a battalion was successfully advanced to
the Hill 382 ,fidge,3681. This resulted in the regimenth being
disposed in column of battalions from east to west,with the 2nd
Battalion on Hill 382,Ridge,3681; the 3rd Battalion on Djebel E1
Akrat; and the 1lst Battalion on Djebel Ainchouna,

" bse German reaction to the advance of the 39th Infantry now
became marked and the 2nd Battalion,which continued to hold this
position for the next week,was constantly subjected to mortar and
artillery fire.

31, APRIL 28 p

8. By this date supply difficulties in the zone of the 60th
Infantry had become so serious that it was hoped to continue the
advance to the northeast, close to the valley of the.Sedjenane,along
which a reasonably’ passable road led, Such an advance;however,neglected
the capture of the dominating terrain to the east,princlpally that
affbrded by Kef en Nsour.

be For the moment loglstlcs trmumphed over tactlcal operations,
and the 60th Infantry was directed to move to the northeast,astride
‘the river valley,with the Corps Franc advaneing on their left.

!ﬁ; The 60th was successful in oecupying Kef Sahan,3988,on -
this dete,

de During the afternoon the 1st Battallon,39th Infantry, was
moved from its position on Djebel Ainchouna by a circuitous route to
the northeast and successfully occupied a position on Hill 377 (3783)
preparatory to an advance the followlng dﬂy to Hill 406 (3882).

es  No change resulted in the disposition of the remaining
elements of this regiment,nor in those of the 47th Infantry.

52 MR . pt

8o On this date it became evident that the Germans were
occupying in considerable force the dominant observation east of the
gone of advance of the 60th Infantry,and that unless these - ‘observers
were driven off the advance of the regiment would be impossible,
Accordingly,plans were made to turn one battalion to the east against
Kef en Nsour,which,it was hoped,could be reached by darkness this date,
So great were the supply difficulties however,and so difficult the terrain
that it sometimes required two days to progress a mile and brlng up the
. supplies for further progress, Enemy r931stance was not great but
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Nature provided the greapest of impediments. The 3rd Battallon 60th Infantry,
was unable to occupy Kef en ilsour for three days

,h; The 39th Infantry on this date was preparing plans for a
co-~ordinated attack on Hill 406, which was to prove one of the turnlng
points of the entire campaign,

e The A7th Infantry in its zone contlnued patrol activity
‘against Green and Bald Hills and succeeded in holding down the German
fire from those hills with their own supporting weapons.

33. APRIL 30: =~ o oy

as The attack of the 39th Infantry on Hill 406 on this date
was completely successful. One battalion oeccupied this hill,and one
pushed forward to the east as far as Spur 299 (3982). leav1ng one
battalion on Hill 382, This area completely dominated the complicated
terrain just to the south,as well as the road leading northwest toward
the head of Sedjenane Valley.' It was evidéntly in this area that the
Germans had concentrated many of their supply dumps and other installat-
ion for the support of their Green-Bald Hill positions. With. the dominant
. observation in our possession, effective shelling of these installations
was posgible., . In a single day the 26th F.A. Battalion fired over 4,000
rounds with devastatlng effect, The main. German defenses had now been
outflanked and, the next day. their withdrawal to the northeast began.

be Events in the 60th Infantry zone were ‘moving satisfactorily.
While the 3rd Battalion was still unable to advance against Kef En Nsour,
the 1st Battallon occupied Djebel Guermach (4188) and prepared to advance
one company to the east to assist the attack of the 3rd Battalion, The
2nd Battalion, moving to the northeast, was abreast of the French on
their left, and in a position to assist our.allies in seizing the high -
ground at the eastern exit of the Sedgenane Valley.

ce The gap between the southern flank of the 60th Infantry
and the northern flank of the 39th Infantry, because of their dlvergent
attacks, had now been enlarged to about four miles. There were some
indications that the Germans would take advantage of this gap, counter—
attack through it toward the head of Sedjenane Valley, and relieve the
pressure on their main positionse To meet such an eventuality, the
light tank company of the 91st Reconnaissance Squadron was moved to the
vicinity of 3086, and dismounted elements of the 9th Reconnaissance
Troop, as well as the 894th and 60lst Tank Destroyer Battallons, were
placed in a defensive position on Djebel Mahata (3885),

"de  The 47th Infantry had perfected plans and had made the
necessary reconngissance to move one battalion into the valley north of
Green Hill, and to attack that hill from the north on 2 May in connection
with the advance by the 39th. Infantry. ,
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34e MAY 1: P b}

ae On this date orders were received from II Corps to
suspend all further offenuive action pending certain re-grouping
on the remainder of the Corps front. “Aceordingly, plans for the
attack on Green Hill were suspended and all units prepared to
remain in the positions then occupiedy ) i

be The only movement ordered on this day was that of the
9th Reconnaigsance Troop from the head of the Sedjenane Valley to
a gone on the south flank of the 47th Infantry, where it was to
operate in conjunctién with the 9lst Reconnaissance Squadron in
filling the gap between the 47th Infantry and the 34th Infantey
Division, which had been committed on the north of the lst
Infantry Division on about 28 April,

g+ The 39th Infantry was warned to hold its present
position at all costs pending issuance of further instructiQns.

35¢ MAY 23

, &e On this date there were definite indications that the "
Germans were withdrawing in the direction of Mateur. The Corps i
commander directed that the 9th Division pursue vigorously to the
northeast, leaving one infantry regiment to guard the approaches
on. the south, ' o LT R

L - be The capture by the 60th Infantry of Ac es Zapa and
Kef en Nsour caused the fall of Kef les Sba and Djebel Touro, and
permitted the advance of Corps Franc @'Afrique to Djebel Cheniti,

. e The 39th Infanrty was orderéd to reorganize in the
vicinity of its position (4680"4383) and prepare for movement,

de A rapid advance was begun all along the line, Patrols
were pushed froward and found a large amount of enemy equipment,

Kef en Nsour was occupied without resistances

36,  MAY 3:
. e One battalion of the 39th was ordered to move to Hill
(433813-435835); one battalion to Hill 299 (392823); and one battal-
ion to maintain its position on Si Ahmed Ben Ali (3779)« It was to
patrol vigorously toward Hill 375 (389785) and be prepared to occupy
it on further orderss - : :

15; 159 ad#ahce ail-along‘thelline continued, 7
¢, The evening of this date the 2nd Battalion of the 47th

Infantry moved by motor from 4092 in Sedjenane Valley, through the
60th Infantry to a position on the north flank at 405917,
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37. MAY 4

" gy By 1100 hours this date the remalnder of the 47th Infantry
was assembled im the vicinity of J390921, preparing to attack to the east.

- bs The Corps Franc,generally along the 53 grid line, had found
the enemy in strength on Djebel Cheniti (5596) ,and was unable to advance.

s The 60th Infantry assembled near the exit ¢f the SedJenane
Valley, with the exception of one battalion which had gained a position
on Dar Loubia (4892). : .

de The 39th Combat Team, assembled in the area(4680m4382)1mS
preparing to move to seize the main road junction to the east and to
reconnoitre toward Mateur, The 60lst Tank Destroyer Battalion was
attached to this Combat Team,

& The 9th Reconnaissance Troop and the 91st Reconnaissance
Squadron were in their previous zones.

L, Company AW 751st Medium Tank Battallon, haV1ng been .
attached to. the D1v131on, was moved to the vieinity of Sir Hella (4196).

- The 185th F.A.Battalion was detached from us and returned to
control of the 34th Infantry Division, v _

he The artillery with the Division, less the 26th F.A.Battalion,
which was attached to the 39th Infantry, had been moved as far forward
as practicable toward the eastern exit of the Sedjenane Valley..

is Having now advanced approximately 12 miles in 13 days,
capturing a total of 815 prisoners together with much material and
equipment, the Divigion had reached the last of the hillsd leading to
Bizerte. It had Gaptured both of its assigned ob;ectlves ~ the Green-
Bald Hlll area and the RJ at 5094. .

Jie The Division was now confronted with the difficult task of
‘fighting its way out of these hills with extremely inadequate lines of
communication. There was but a single road leading to the east from
the Sedjenane Valley., Movements south of this road were totally:
impossible due to the Garet El lehkeul. The hills north of the road as
far as the seacoast were strongly held by the Germans, Progress on the
road, even if it could be made under fire, was impossible for wheeled
vehlcles due to the fact that the bridge over the Oued Doulmlss, on
the 54 grid line, had been blown, In other words the Division was
confronted with the necessity of advancing across an. isthmus less :
than eight miles wide,with but a single road on the extreme south flank,.
Of the German positions confronting us, that on Cheniti appeared to
be the most formidable, The Germans here adopted their usual tactics
of holding strongly the exits of all bottlenecks.
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38, MAY 53

as It was apparent that efforts must be made to fight for
elbow room, to drive the Germans from Cheniti and the hills to the
north, and to copstruet a new road to the northeast, along which
artillery could be displaced and supplies moved as the attack pro-
gresseds 1t was fully recognized that a frontal assault on Cheniti
would probably be unnecessarily costly, whereas an advance north of
that hill might result in outilanklng it and maklng its subsequent
capture relatively easy. \

be Accordingly the 47th Infantr& was directed to attack on
this date for the capture of the line: Hill 131 (5898); Hill 158
(5999); Hill 125 (5700), ' . _

¢o The attack of the 47th Infantry was begun éarly on
this date, but by dark had made 1nsufflc1ent progress to warrant
a direct attack on Chenltlg :

de The 1lst Battallon, 60th Infantry, relieved elements of
the Corps Franc west of Cheniti on the night of 5-6 May, and through-
1y reconnotiered approaches from the hill and position areas for.
supporting weapons. '

39, MAY 63
~ The attack of the 47th Infantry was resumed on thls

date, and by noon of this day had made suffic1ent progress to
warrant a direct assault on Cheniti.

'be The 1st Battalion, 60th Infantry, assaulted the north— '
west slopes of Cheniti with the bayonet shortly after noon this date,
the men following artillery concentrations at one hundred years or
less. The attack was completely successful, and by evening Hill 168
(5497) and the saddle between that hill and Hill 207 (5596§ were
in our possession,

40. MAY 73

8¢ Barly on this date the 47th Infantry continued its
advance to the east against weak opposition and was soon in possession
of 1ts obgectlve. _

, " be The lst Battallon, 60th Infantry, completed the capture
of Chenltl, and moved to the castern edge of that ridge,

Ce The 3rd Battallon, 60th Infantry, moved east along the

southern slopes of Cheniti and took p051t10n on Hill 114, which was
reached without opposition.
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&o The capture of Chenivi peril tted the repair of the
crossing over the Oued Douimiss. Prior to noon, Company "AY 77518t
Tank Battalion (M), and the 894th Tank Destroyer Battalion passed
this erossingjy moved east and thence north under orders to recon-
noiter the hills to the north and to overcome any opposition
found therein.,

€. The 9th Reconnaisance Troop moved cast along the road
to Blzerte removing a mine-field at the road junction at 5796
and contlnued its reconnaisance to the east.

L. By‘mld—afternoon all: indlcatlons p01nted to the fact
that the Germans not only had withdrawn on the Division front but -
had also evacuated Bigerte. '

2o The mechanized force (Company "Av, 751st Tank Battal-
ion (M), and the 894th Tank Destroyer Battallon) was ordered into
towns They entered Bigerte at 1550, They encountered street snip=~
ing and were subjected to artillery fire from enemy positions .
across the channel to the southwest. They accordingly withdréw
early on the nlght of 7 May to the vicinity of the alrport.

h. Just before dark the 47th Infantry was dlrected to
assemble and to move at once to the high ground northwest of
Bizerts .This move was completed shortly after mldnlght 7-8 Maye-

i. At the same hour, one battalion Corps Frenc, which
had been relieved by the lst Battalion, 60th Infantry and were
assembled in reserve, was ordered into position on the left (east)
flank of the 47th Infantry. The purpose being to extend to the
French the courtesy of belng the first to enter Bizerte. '

. The 39th Infantry Combat Team was attached to the
1st Armored Division for operations east of Mateur on this date.

(1. MAY 8:

2. By daylight this date the French forces were along
the northern exits of Blzerte.

be The 60th Infantry was moved to the east and occupled
the high ground generally along the 61 grid line,

- c« On the afterncon of this date reports from II Corps
indicated that a large force of Germans had been trapped on the
peninsula southeast of Bizerte, Since this force was being attack~
ed from the east, it was surmised that they might make a desperate o
attempt to escape across the channel into Bizerte. To meet such
an eventuality, a provisional force consisting of the 47th Infantry,
the Corps Franc, the 84th Tield Artillery Battglion; Company "A"
751st Tank Battalion (M); and the 894th T.D. Battalion, was organ-
ized to defend the channel and the Mediterranean coast line east
of Wadi Meragia. \
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g« The channel and the coast line in the vicinity of . °
Bizerte was strongly defended with automatic weapons, artillery,
and tank destroyer weapons. lo attempt at crossing materialized,

L2s M;M!

~ ae On this date, and for severpl more days, the 9th -
Reconnaisance Troop and infantry patrols throughly scoured the
country northwest of Bizerte and brought in a few scattered
prisoners discovered in that area. - B

be The Sedjenane-Bizerte campaign was at an end.

SEGTION IV — RESULTS OF OPERATION -

1, In this operation the 9£h Division had shccessfully
taken its assigned objectives with a minimum loss of life.

2, The 9th Division had demonstrated that it was able to
take advantage of the lessons learned at E1 Guettar, It had
substituted sweat for blood. It had maneuvered the Germans out
of one position after another. The wide envelopment to the
nw&uﬁw&%hcmewacmﬂmewmﬁmtomemm% With
one exception when co-ordinated attacks became necessary, as at
4in-Chouna on 25 April, and Cheniti on 6 May, commanders were -
given ample time to make detailed plams and reconnaisance,

3, Finally, the infantry had learnéd.the‘important lesson
of follgwing artillery concentration closely as was exemplified

in the capture of Cheniti the last remaining German defensive
position west of Bizerte, ‘ '

SECTION V — SUPPLY AND EVACUATION

1,  ORDNANGE:

8¢ Units Serviced. Units serviced by the 9th Division
Ordnance during this operation included the ten major units of
the Division, and 8 attachéd units, including Tank Destroyer
Battalions, Anti~aircraft Battalions, and the Corps Franc d'Afrique, -

b Véh;cles Serviced, Vehicles serviced during this
operation included all types of GI vehicles, plus French and English
civil and military vehicles, ’ ‘ o : :
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&+ Maintenance, The odd jobs continued to roll in asg
before and were attended to as promptly as possible. Supports
-were welded on saddles for mule litter-carrying; a two and one-

- half ton truck radiator was rebuilt to fit a three—quarter-ton
ambulance; sterilizers and an operating spotlight for the surgeon
were made.

d. Supply. During this operdtion, a total of 800 truck
tires and tubes were furnished, -

€+ Repair, A total of 257 major repair jobs (jobs
requiring more than one and one~half hours) were done, Examples
of this work are the replaeement of the clutch on three-quarter-
ton ambulence; the replacement of the suspension assembly in a
half-track; and the replacement of the tracks on a light tank, 4n
average of 80 guns viere repaired per days.

Z. Artillery Weaponsg, 'Théxnumber‘of aitillery pieces
in the Division was as follows: R : -

36 105mm houitzers
12 155mm howitzers ,
4 155mm guns (attached)
12 75mm pack-howitzers
18 105mm self-propelled howitzers (attached)

gt

TOTAL 82

8o Artillery Repairs There were a total,of 18‘major
repair jobs done on artillery pieces, ‘ .

he Artillery Ammunition Expended, The artillery expended
a total of 6,500 rounds of 155mm ammunition, end 40,500 rounds of
105mm ammunition, . :

‘e Infantry Ammunition Expendeds Infantry ammunition

expenditure was as follows:

375,400 rounds rifle ammunition
595,000 rounds MG ammunition (.30 Cal. and 450 Cal.)
16,112 shells mortar L o
248,000 rounds - Calee45, automatic and sub-MG amminition
7,300 =~ - hand grenades g
-
J. Biggest dayse The biggest days for expenditure of
ammunition were as followss ’ o

Mortars 23 April 4193 shells
105mm howitzers 29 April 6492 rounds
155mm howitzers 27 April 1029 rounds
Cals W45 - 30 April - 32,000 rounds :
Hand grenades 30 April 3429 grenades .
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2.  Quartermaster.

‘g, Point of Sggp;v. Dﬁrlng;thlsAoperation, the 9th
Division Quartermaster drew his supplles from the II Corps supply[
at Tabarkea.

be Ratdons. Rations furnished were as followsz*

B ¢ I K Compo,
594,673 443, 555 38,915 19,114 3,822

ce Gas.and 011. Gas,andwéil furnished was as followss

T80 =87 ol Diesel
297,336 Gals. 5,415 Gals. 5,135 Gals. 580 Gals,

ds Lubricants furnished were as follows?

Grease Hypoid
3,118 1be. 745 Gals,

& Eggggg. Forage furhiéhed for the mules attached to
the Medical detachments and to the Corps Franc AalAfrique was a8
followss$

: BN o a7 ‘ fa I
E.Ql W . Bgrleg &ZI L
22,977 .1bs. 85,416 1bs, -

- £» PX Supplies. A total of 210 300 1tems of PX supply
were issued,
Be British Rations, A total of 2,573 Brltish ngh ratlons
were issued, B _

2+ The 9th Reconnaissance Troop during this operation
was employed primarily on missions of patroling and of Tilling gaps
between attacklng unlts for the purpose of protection against counter-
attacke

k. The 9th Beconnaissance Troop operated effictively
through mined areas, removing mine fields; and, after overcoming
several obstacles, was able to move into Blzert.e0

Le  Military Police. .

2+ In this operation prlsoner-ofmwar stations were
established at Djebel Abaod Sedaenane, Melaab el Koura, and
Blzerte.

b. Four German prlsoners of war were processed at Djebel

Ablod before the battle began, and the total prisoners processed
during the entire operation weres
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German A6
Italian 1071

TOTAL - 1517

5. Graves Registrgtion,
ae The first cemetery established for use byvthev9tthivr
ision was the Tebarka Militery Cemeterys Seven bodies were buried
here.

b. The pr1n01pal cemetery used for thls operatlon wes the
"Regal Gemetery" at Sedjenane, ‘A total of 92 were buried here., 4&n
additional 23 were buried just outside this cemetery, and were moved
inside as the cemetery was expanued. :

6. Agtomotlve.

8e Durlng this Operatlon the Automotlve Section, in con-
junction with the Ordnance Company, did the work of both heavy and
nedium maintainence, as well as the llght malntalnance for which it
is primarily equipped, ‘ :

be Servicing units, back of the lines, learned camouflage
so well that not one vehicle was lost or damaged due to artillery
fire or bombing.

¢+ Of the number of vehicles lost in this operation 50%
were lost by mines; 20% by eneny fire; 20% by drivers' carelesse
ness; 3% by blackout driving; and two precent to_enemy alrcraft
fire,

7.  Signal Operations.

e ‘Installations, Probably the ‘most unusual fEature of
thls operation was the extremely long wire lines, and the greatly
extended frontage involveds For example, there wag one case where
there was a 32-mile circuit laid to Combat Team on the north and a
26-mile circuit laid to a Combat Team on the south, This is in the °
face of the fact that the usual distances to be expected are from
5 to 15 miles, Such extended distances, however, were characteristic
of this particular operation, At times[thére were 1200 miles of
wire on the ground, - '

be Megsapes., In the most 1ntense days of the battle,
there were only four tactical messages sent in writing, while
 switchboard plugs were blowing from the heat. It had been the Gsual
policy to divide the message load (via ‘teletype, telegraph tele-
phone, etcs), but the possibility of instantly trqnsm*ttlng verbal
lnstructlons and ‘reports side~tracked the other methods.

s

g+ Obstacless In one case, aubutﬁerfiiﬁbOmb 1anaed directly
| ~20= -



on fifteen lines and cut them all, In 10 minutes, no less than

8 wire teams were untangling the mess, and, meanvhile, communicate
ions went on uninterrupted because a double set of wires had been
installed at the beglinning, as is the usual policy whenever
possibles , :

de Radic. Radio conditions were very strangs at times
because of the great lead content of the mountains. Large and
usually very powerful sets were all but inoperative due to “such
mineral content,. _ .

€e Pigeon Sexvice. There was a regular daily delivery
of four birds from Corps, but they were not regularly used, One
test message from Division to Corps, a distance of approximately . .
22 niles, took only 30 minutes from the time the message was @ -
released intil an acknowledgement was received back via teletype.

fe Messenger Service, Messenger service was the exoept—
ion and was used only to transmit overlays and mapse

, gﬁ nggalt;es. Durlng this operation, the Slgnal Company ,
lost 8 killed in action, and 4 wounded in action (1 officer, three
enlisted men)s

8, 'Aft‘ller o A detailed artlllery Report of Operatlons is
atteched hereto as Appendix "CY, _

9 Englneerg. ‘ e

-0 The act1v1ty of the 15th Englneer Battalion in thzs
operation was considerably in excess of that at El Guettar.

be The lack of roads in thls sector, the dlfflculty in
maintaining adeguate supply routes, and routes along which artillery
could advance, made the grequent. employment of the Englneers on
road-building missions necessaryo

ce The fact that the ‘enemy demol1shed numerous brldges in .
their withdrawal made the constructlon of bridges, by»passes, and
fords another 1mportant mission of the Englneers. :

- de Near the ¢lose of the operatlon, the 15th Engineer
Battalion was attached to the 20th Engineer Regiment, and was
employed in mine sweeping, street clearance, and dock construction
in and around Blzerte., ; o ~

. Durlng the perlod 15 Aprll - 8 May, the 15th Englneer
Battallon accompllshed the followings :

Roads malntalned and repaireds: 125 miles
Fords constructed: 17

Bridges built: 2

Craters filled: 5
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‘ Roads constructed (new): 70 miles (70%0f the net roads
were two~str1p, with the remainder constructed with
' passing strips for two-way traffic)-

10, Med lcel Ogeratlons.

ae Terrain, The terraln over which the 9th Infantry,‘
operated in this engagement was featured by steep nountain ran
heavy and thick underbrush, very little overhead cover, and a
complete absence of roads. The non-availability of roads or pa
created a definite problem to our normal supply and evacuationi 1:
Vehicles were of no value in the forward areas; therefore, mos% b
the medical property and supplies were hand-carried in the forwafd
areass Throughout this opergtion, the Engineers were busily ehgaged
in developlng trails to be utilized in bringing up supplies and
aiding in the evacuation of the wounded,

b. Evacuations The extremely heavy underbrush and the black~
ness of the nights inpeded night evacuation by litter bearers. Mules
were utilized to carry casualties in both the 39th and 60th Infantry
areas, It was found necessary to improvise litter-carrying devises
on the regular mule saddle, as no cacolets were available. The
method found most expediént was that of utilizing two mules in tardem
with Signal Corps lance poles fastened to the front and rear mule
on the sides of the saddles. This method made it possible to fast-
en the litter, and at times a blanket, between the two mules, It
was found that if a casualty wes transported on a single mule that .
the ride was more rough, and the chances of 1n3ur1ng a patient were
greater than with the method of using two mules in tandem, Single
mules with a casualty on their back invariably attempted to lie dowm
and roll over in order to relieve the extra weight on their backs.

It was found necessary to have at least one medical department man
with every two mules in the M"easualty convoy" to prevent accidents
to the casualties, In addition to the mule litter carry, there were
many ‘areéas in which the casualtles had to be hand-litter carried.

In the 47th Infqntry area, a railroad track was located approx—
imately in the center of the areas By removing the tires from two
one~half-~ton trucks and placing the trucks on the rails, it was found
that the collecting company could efficiently evacuate two hattal-~
'ions by this method. The vehicles were placed on the railroad track

attached back to back by a small iron bar. In traveling west on
the track, the lead vehicle furnished the power for the Yecasualty
tarin," . On the return trip, the other vehicle furnished the power.
The guage of the track accomodated the truck rimg nicely, The
rails were broken in scveral places by shell fire, but were readily
 repaired with wood and sand bags by collecting company personnel,
Twelve litter casualties could be carried comfortably on the two
trucks. This "casualty train" rode more easily than an ambulance
on the road.

ce Litter Bearers, During one coordinated attack, it was
found necessary to supplement the collecting companies which were
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evacuating the 39th and 60th Infantry Aeglments with approximately
100 extra litter bearers zach. In order to do this the Division
Artillery Band and all surplus or nor-essential personnel in staff
sections were employed as litter-bearers.

4. Rest Camp. During the early prepératlon“fbr‘the'battlé,
when activity was limited to patrolling, the collseting company in
the 47th Infantry area established a rest camp for front-liné troops.
Approximately 75 men were transported each night to this camp where
they were providéd with a full night's rest, a hot shower bath, and .
the facilities to write home. They were kept for a period of 24
hours and returned. .

y-" Collect;ng Compgnx, The maln function of the collecting
companles during the battle was the preparation of casualties for
their evacuation to the rear. The administration of blood plasma, -
morphine, sulfanilimide powder to wounds, hot drinks, the control or
arresting of hemorrhages, readjustment of splints, and the treatment
of shoek wers the pr1nc1pa1 medical activities performed in these .
units., ,

L Clegring ggmggng Exhaustion cases were held during this
operation in the clearing station, Treatment of these cases consisted
of heavy sedation for a period of two to three days. On the fourth or
fifth day, it was found that most of the exhaustion cases could be
utilized within the Division area either as litter-bearers or trucke .
drivers. This "occupational therapy" proved to be an efficient method
of building the morale and helping the individuals to regain selfw
confidence, Approximately 80 to 90 percent of all exhaustion ecases.
wete returned to some type of duty within the Division area.

Za Per§onnel Logggg.

UNIT* .
| 3 Wel,A, 3KeIehe:MoI.AssINJUREDSEXH'T, :DISEASE'B.ET DUTY
- sShells: GSW ¢ ¢ : $STATES s zFRM.CLRNG.§I.
39th Infantry ¢ 1123 30 : 38 : 4 : 54 : 89 3 118 3 51
Lith Infontry s 438 36: 28 : 2 s 62 3 22 & 104 3 56
60th Infantry s 164 : 60 : 40 : 1 s 65 125 s 147 .3 219
9th Div, Arty. @ : : s 3 1 s 1 s 1
26th FeAsBn, ¢ 213 : 1 s 5 3 6 3 s 10 2
34th FeA.Bn. : : : 1 3 g 13 ¢ 31 & 15 s 10
é th FeAeBn., 3 22 s 1 3 s 2 ¢ : 2 ¢
_84th F.A.Bn, @ : s s s b : 1 3 2
15th Bngr.Bn, s 4 3 1 : 1 s 4 3 11 3 2
_9th Med.Bn, t 23 I s L8 3 .5 ¢ 5
Speeial Troops ¢ 1 ¢ ! 2 3 $ 5 3 3 3 15 6
TOTAL FOR DIV, : 330 2127 2 108 3 12 2220 8 240 3 429 : 352
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SECTION VI -~ SUMMARY

The 9th Infantry Division had entered its first engagement w1th the
enemy, the Battle of El Guettar, greatly handiecapped in not having had time
ior sufficient reconnaissance and in not having all of the units of the
Division under Division control, Going. through this battlé however, they
had learned Jlesson after lesson, learning them the hard way.

At Sedjenane and all the way to Blzerte they demonstrated conclusively
that they could profit by their formexr mlstakes and take full advantage of
the lessons which they had learned, This they did. Time after time they
maneuvered the Germans out of strong positions. Theycontinually seized
points of observation held by the enemy and,having deprived him of this,
continued to drive him back. They followed artillery concentrations
closely, with devastating results to the enemy. The individual soldier
had proved that ‘he was capable., Commanders of all echelons had proved ‘
the same, The 9th Division had deflnltely become a capable combat wite -

it

M, .BDDY
3or General, UsBode
Commanding
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suslianmiie
AUTH: €G 9th Inf Div
Initisles
Date: 12 April 1943

Hgq 9th Inf Div
APO #9
12 April 1943

FO #19 _‘
(F O #18 dated 12 April 1943 is superseded by this F 0,)
MAPS: TUNISIA 1/50,000; Sheets, 4, 5, 10, 11, 17 & 18,

1« ge (1) Enemy. The enemy has recently suffered severe defeats in the
TAMERA and SEDJENANE sreas and has been forced to fall back on his old
defensive positions on the reverse slopes of DJ AZAG J3877 (GREEN HILL)
and DJ EL AJRED J3874 {(BALD HILL), The GREEN HILL - BALD HILL position
is well prepared and naturally stronge.

(2) The enemy trs in the area are approx equivalent in strength to
three full inf tns, They are made up as follows:

1 and 3 Cos 4,30 on GREEN HILL
2 Cos A.30 on BALD HILL

The remnants of T.3 and Te4d are in the area 3873-3872 SOUTH of
BALD HILL

The remnents of II Barenthin are probably in the area 3778
NORTH of GREEN HILL

The remnants of III Barenthin are probably allotted in support
of the whole sector, while WITZIG's Corps Para Engr Bn
XI is responsible for the engineering works of the whole
sector,

WITZIG's Bn is also responsible for the patrolling along and
to the North of the R, SEDJENANE VALIEY,

be (1) The 4th British Div is on our right, The bdry between Div
will be all inclugive 9th U S Dive RJ J2156 - Pt 43672356 — BEL MATBEG
J2858 Pt 586 J3762.

(2) 3 Bn Corps Franc D'Afrigue in CAPE SERRAT Area on our left and
is atchd to this Div,

2. This Div will relieve the 46th British Div in place in the SEDJENANE
sector,

3. 8. The 47th Inf will relieve the 138th Brigade in place night 12-13
April and will place vic DJ TAMBOUNA one rifle Co reinf with 1 MG Sect
and 1 Mort Secte Trucks for movement will report to RJ Hb6242 at 1500
Hours 12 April, IP for movement forward — RJ at H7443. Head of Column
passes 1730; tail clears 1930.
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(23, 3rd-Bn Corps Franc D'Afrique is atchd to the 39th Inf,

g Artillery.

(1) 84th F A Bn direct support 47th Inf,

(2) 26th F A Bn direct support 39th Inf,

(3) 34th F A Bn general supporte

(4) 434th CA Bn %AA) will provide AA protection for field arty gun
positions, the road from DJ ABIOD to SEDJENANE, and the Div CP,

(5) 894th TD Bn will provide one Co in direct support 47th Inf, one
Co in direct support 39th Inf, and the Bn less 2 Cos in general support
of the Div Sector, The Ren Co will cover the area between the 39th Inf
and the 3rd Bn Corps Franc D'Afrique,

de 15th Engr Bn will repair and maintain all roads in the Div area.

€e The 9th Ren Tr will cover the area between the 47th Inf positions
and DJ TAMBOUNA, and push vigorous rcn forwarde

. z} (1) Vigorous and active patrolling will be carried out by all front

line units, '
- (2) Bdry between 39th Inf and 47th Inf as follows: J280793,
RJ J223787, RJ 318178703.119
(3) The CG, 9th Inf Div Arty will coordinate anti-tank and anti-
aircraft defenses within the Div sector.

Adm O No M‘
i@ See index 1"‘A69

b.- Div CP opens at J090723 at 141800,
&+ Radio silence except for emergancy use.

EDDY
Comdg
SUNDIN
G-3
DISTRUBUTION:
1, G~3 File 11, Div Surgeon 2l. 9th Ren Tr
2s V Corps 12, Hg Comdt 22, 9th Sig Co
3. CG 13, Prov Marsh 23, 9th QM Co
4o Asst CG 140 Adj Gen 2he T09th Ord Co
5. C/S 15, Div Arty (5) 25, Hq Co 9th Inf Div
6. G-l o 16. 39th Inf 26, 894th ID Bn
7o Gu2 17, 47th Inf 27. 434th CA Bn(Ad)
8, G4 18, 60th Inf 28, North Irish Horse
9. Div Engr 19, 15th Engr Bn 29, 228 Fd Coy
10. Div Sig O 20s 9th Med Bn
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Authority: CG 9th Inf Div
Inltla;s :
Date 20 Aprll 1943

Hq¢ ch In,f DlV i

wAPO #9
20 Aprll 1943

v . . R

" L T . avj /

a. (1) Enemy forces opp051ng this D1v131on are of ,Division NANNTEUFEL_ﬁ

ﬁﬁand are of totgl-combined: strength approximgting four or flve battallon$
‘Units, 1dent1f;ed are as follOWS° Con e itew Lo

S +

%BARENTHIN RFGIMENT, conlstlng of 3 Bns the thlrd of which f%s in
reserve and prqbablj furnlsh¢ng persoanel to the two in the line. Reg-
iment is below strength, is well equipped with machine guns, ADiguns
and some mortars. x s ) N SRR Vo »

ol N
-

AFRIKA 30, defending the key pos1tldﬁ"BALD HTLL-GREEY HTLL: Bate
talion has three companies, severely hit in battle of SEDJENANE. De~
fensive position well organized.

MARSCH BN 21, which suffered heavily at TAMERA. Equipment in-
cludes heavy machine guns and heavy mortars.

2nd BN, 756 MT, BEGT, consistlng of three companies, defending
SEDJENANE RIVER valley. Companles down to 80-90 men each, ,

MARSCH BN, strength undetermined,

CORPS. PARA ENGS BN L (WITZIG). Responsible for engineering in
sector, and has been patrolling in north, Effective strength 120 men,

- Uses Arab-German parties for mine laying behind the lines.

VON KOEHNAN, a group of commando-saboteurs which has been oper-
ating in the ‘north.

/
In extreme north is a small force of Italians of 10th BERSAGLIERI,
and there may be another Italian unit in the center of our sector,

(2) There is no confirmation of report that Germans have rein-
foreced extreme north,

(3) Enemy is weak in Arty, having an estimated 10-15 pieces.
Tanks probably will be used as mobile artillery.

(4) German tanks believed in reserve on plains southwest of
TUNIS, to be used when needed. 24 tanks reported behind J6243.



3.

(5) Morale of enemy is not high except in certain units, notably
2nd Bn BARENTHIN.

(6) Key high ground is 1nten81vely organized for defense, with
mine fields, good fields of fire, and dominant observation, Reserves
are purely local, with no strategic infantry reserves believed awail-

able.
. "’

b. The lst Inf Div is on our right with hhe mission of making ‘the main
effort of I'T Corps to adv up the Dr BED valley, J55, and capture the hlgh

ground EAST and WEST of CHOUGHI, J76. ,

This Div will attack on D-day with two missions, as follows:

2. Capture the enemy position at DJ AJRED, J3775, as the first ob-
Jective, and RJ J4983 as second objective, and then exploit in the di=

rection of MATEUR. .
b. Seize the high ground dominafing the RJ J5094c

a. The Corps Franc d'Afrique will sieze the high ground domlnatlng the

Pt

RJ at J5094. See overlay,

(1) Command of the NORTH sector (see overlay) will revert to the
€0, Corps Franc d'Afrique effective upon opening of the CP, C.F.A, dur-

ing Am 22 April.
b. 39th Inf - See overlay,

. 47th Inf - See overlay. Be prepared to resist enemy counter attack

from the FAST astride route #7.

d. 60th Inf - See overlay,
&, Div Arty - See Arty Annex.

15th Engr Bn -

e

(1) Co A in zone of 39th Inf supporting Inf and Arty,
(2) CoB -

(a) 1 Plat in zone of 47th Inf supporting Inf and Arty,

(b) Co B less one Plat in Div Res to be used where required,
(3) ~Co C in zone of 60th Inf supporting Inf and Arty,

(4) One water unit in each Inf Regt zone and one with rear elements
of Div under control of Engr S-4 assisted by Water Supervisor and wir

Ren Gp of Engr H/S Co,




AR
5¢

Anpest

g. 9th Ren Tr - See overlay, Maintain contact with 1lst Inf Div,

h, 9lst Ren Sgdn - See overlay, Maintain contact between 39th Inf &
&0th Inf, , ,

X. (1) Artillery will have priority on roads.
(2) Prior to launching of attack, units will hold present posit-
iong at 21l costs. Positions will be developed and improved with wire

and mines., Vigorous patrolling will be maintained,

(3) As the days objectives are taken, each position will be organ—
ized for defense preparatory to launching of new attack TD and AT guns

‘will be pushed forward and dug in.

(4) All units will comply strictly with~eXisting inétfuctions on
Signal Security. '

(5) All officers and men will be instructed that in event of cap-
ture it is imperative for them to preserve complete silence on all mat-
ters pertaining to the attack.

See Adm O #15,

a. See Index l-A-7.

b. Div CP opens at J200759 at 202200.

&, Axis of Signal Communication - See overlay.

d. (1) Redio silence to be maintained by units on move to aséembly
areas, To be broken only when contact is established or H plus 4 hours,
which ever is first., Radio traffic will be transmitted to Hg of units

under radio silence by "F" method on Div Command Channels. Each msg so
transmitted will be sent twice, ~ :

(2) Commercial circuits will not be used except on authority of
Corps Signal Officer.

EDDY
Commanding
OFFICIAL:
SUNDIN
G-3

ANNEX #1 - March Table
ANNEX #2 - Artillery Annex
ANNEX #3 - Overlay.
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ANNEX 1 to F O #20

MCVEMENT ORDER

Hq 9th Inf Div
AP O # .
1610 19 April 1943

MAPS: 1:50,000, TUNISIA, Sheets 5 & 6o
ROAD MOVEMENTS
A S
Night
of Location by ,
April  Unit Daylight Route Remarks
19-20 Co C 15th 20 April DJ ABIOD~TAMARA  Head passes DJ ABIOD
Engr Bn N of SEDJENANE 1930. Tail clears
DJ ABIOD 1941.
Clear RJ at 1277 by
' 2035,
19-20 2 bBns 20 April DJ 4BIOD-RJ Shuttle -~ head lst
60th Inf - Vieinity 1177 at 1277 shuttle pass DJ
ABIOD at 1945
Tail clears DJ ABIOD
at 2022
Tail elears RJ at
1277 at 2166
Head of second shut-
tle will not pass DJ
ABIOD prior to 2115,
19-20 ©&0th F A 20 Lpril DJ ABIOD - Head passes DJ LBIOD
Vieinity 2577 SEDJENANE at 2025, Tail clears
. DJ ABIOD at 21171,
20-21 2 Bns 21 April Foot Trss RJ Movement to commence
60th Inf Vicinity 22 88 gt 129771-Trail at 1930, Movement of
Junction at foot troops and motors
184821 and be coordinated under
231845, Motors: direction CO 60th Inf,
RJ at 1277- SED~ Motor column will
JENANE-RS at ~  clear SEDJENANE by
231845, 2045,
20-21  60th Inf 21 hpril 1 Bn DJ ABIOC~RJ Shuttle, Movement will
a less 2 Bns Vieinity 1177 at 1277, 60th Inf begin at 1930, Tail
less 3 Bng-DJ will clear RJ at 094721
ABIOD-SEDJENANE- by 0030 21 fApril.
Vieinity 2288
20-21  26th F 4 21 ipril Via SEDJENANE Head will not enter
Bn Vicinity 2380 Route No 7 until point

of entry has heen
cleared by motor ele=~
ments of 2 Bns 60 th
Inf, :




‘Road Movements Gontid

Night
of Location by _
Aprdl  Unit Daylight Route ‘ i Remarks
20~21  34th F A 21 April '
Bn Vieinity 2378 Via SEDJENANE - Movement to be coord—
’ inated with that of
26th F 4 Bn by CG
, . - 9th Inf Div Artve
20-21  Fwd Ech 21 hpril Route No 7 Movement will begin
Hq 9th Inf Viecinity 1976 . at 0100 21 April.
Div & Hq
9th Inf
, Div Arty :
21-22 2 Bns April 22 - Deteils to be
60th Inf announced later,
21-22  1lst Bn 22 April Foot Troops? RJ Deteils to be announced

60th Inf  Viecinity 2288 at 129771-Trail later.
' Junction at
231845, Motorss
RJ at 1277~SED-
JENANE-. RJ at

: e 231845
21-22 - 185th.F A 22 April Route 7 - Arriving on Corps
’ Bn -~ Vicinity 2875 orxders . -
21-22 624 F A April 22 Route 7-Road Details to be
Bn . Vieinity 2180 North from - announced later,
' SEDJENANE _ '
22-23 1 Btry Lpril 23 Route 7 Arriving on Corps
36th F A Vieinity 2675 ' order :
22-23  9th Ren bpril 23 " Route 7-Road Depart at 193
Tr Vieinity 2784 North from
SEDJEN ANE-CR
229831-CR
2528138

TACTICAL MCVEMENTS

Not_Involving Road Spece
On Page 3 :




Road Movements Cont'd

- Night
of Location by
April  Unit Daylight Route Remarks

TACTICAL MOVEMENTS
Not Involving Road Space

19~20  39th Inf 20 fpril
| RHOMD -EL -
HAMRA~DJ »
EL GLRSIA

21-22  A7th Inf 22 fpril
f less 1 Bn Hill 398
(2976) -
Hill 319
(3075) -
Hill 533
(3072) -
Hill 610
(3171)

21~22 1 Bn )
47th Inf = 22 April :
Vieinity 2971

EDDY
Comdg

SUNDIN
G-3
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ANNEX #2 t0o FO 20

MARCH TABLE

~ MAPS 1:50,000, Tunisia Might of 21 - 22 April 1943

ROUTE

UNIT LOCATION BY Ip REMARKS
DAYLIGHT 22 fpril
1st & 2nd Bus, Assembly Ares Ls selecteds Move by marching to positions
40th Inf ! clear CAPE SERRAT Road by
! 2130 to allow passage of 40
. trucks of C.F.A.
3rd Bn, 60th Inf Assembly hArea HORTH SEDJENANE 4»&wm% mwmmde, March both sides of roadss
, o g Road - to position, Location Motor pass through troops.
L m.w.mr.nq.w 1930,
¢0th F A Bn Viec 2587 Present Fosition = Present Head Pass IP 2100; tail clear
SEDJEFANE, CAPE SERRAT | Location 2120 Clear RJ 212761 by 2140
Roaéd -~ new position,
62nd F L Bn Vie 2582 Present Bivouac ~ Present Head Pass 1930; tail clear
DJ ABIOD ~ SEDJENANE . | Loeation 1955 Arrive new position
- CLPE SERRAT Road - i area 2040,
New Position. :
. _ | .
1 Bn, CeFehs Viec 2290 TABARK —~ DJ ABIOD - | Head pass 1800, tail clear
SEDJENLNE - CAPE TABARKA

{Corps Franc
a' Afrique)

SERRAT ROAD,

DJ ABIOD 1930, -
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Authority: CG 9th Inf Div
Initials :
Date s 4 May 1943

Hq 9th Inf Div
APO #9
2000 4 May 1943

F O #1

MAPS: TUNISIA 1:50,000 Sheets 1,2,3,5,6,7.

1.

3,

a, The enemy with an estimated strength of one Bn hold the DJEBEL ECH
CHENTI 562970 and DJ ARGERB EL AHMAR 536972. He is weakly supported by
Arty, the observation for which is believed to be on DJ IUHKEUL 5687.
Guns located near FERPYVILLE,

b. (1) Corps Franc d'Afrique hold a line west of OUED DOUIMISS from
approximately DJ KHARRATA (5395) to DJ ZOUITINA (5097). TABOURS are
operating to NORTH of this.

(2) 1st Armd Div on our right vic MATEUR.

This Division will attack the enemy positions on DJEBEL ECH CHENTI
5629'70) and DJEBEL ARGERD EL AHMAR (536972 on 5 May 1943.

a. 47th Inf
(1) Move to assembly area previously reconnoitered night 4-5 May.

(2) To attack DJEBEL ECH CHENTI and DJEBEL ARGERD EL AHMAR at H-hour
(to be announced later), 5 May and when successful exploit to the line
Hill 215 (577008) and to Hill 131 (585982).

b. 60th Inf - One Bn 60th Inf will be alerted at 0000 hours 5 May and
be prepared to move on orders this headquarters to vic 589950, AT Co
60th Inf is detached from Corps Frane d'Afrique, and will refoin 60th Inf
prior to 0800 5 May 1943,

€. 39th CT (é0lst TD Bn attached) will remain in present location pre-
pared to move on Div order.

d. Corps Frenc d'Afrique - When passed through by 47th Inf, to assemble
in present location and patrol NORTHEAST in direction of DJEBEL SIDI
AMEUR (535990). Be prepared to attack DJEBEL SIDI AMEUR,

e. Division Arty:
60th FA Bn - Direct support of 47th Inf,
C Btry 36th FA - General support,
62nd FA Bn - General support,

.

SECRET

- oS —— o Qo



o
56

— o — S .

£. 9th Ren Tr at present at SIDI SALEM (475843) will, on Div order, ex-

ploit along Route #l1 toward BIZERTE. Ren Co 894th D Bn exploit SOUTH-
FAST along Route #57 toward FERRYVILLE. B .

. "A" Co 7%1st (Med) Tsnk Pn will fiove to an area previously reconnoite
ered in vicinity 4896, starting movel®hit at 0600 5 May, and be prepared 1o
exploit the situation onDiv order,

h, 9th Med Bn - One collecting company in direct. support 4Tth Inf,

i. 15th Fngr Bn - Will repesir blown bridges at OUED DOUIMISS as soon
as practicable,

See Adm O #16 (To be issued later,)
&, See Index 14-8,

b. Div CP at 415923,

'EDDY
Commanding

OFFTCIAL:

SUNDIN
G-3

DISTRIBUTION:

1 CG II.Corps Attached Units:

1 Asst CG 9th Inf Div -

1 C of S 9th Inf Div ' 1 Corps Franc d'Afrigue
5 Div Arty 1 B Co 751 Tk (Med )

1 39th Inf 1 894th TD Bn

1 47th Inf 1 Ren Co, 894th TD Bn.
1 60th Inf

1 9th Ren Tr

1 Div Engr

1G6-1

1G-2

1 G-3 File

1 6G6-4

1 Div Surg

1DivOord O

1Div 8ig O

1 Provost Marshal
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