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CHAPTER II - INDIVIDUAL ASSAULT
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TIF. 60MM MORTAR &M IN THE ASSAULT SDCTION
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GANIZATION,

osed of four nen of the total
the ASS&ULt Lection.

b. These four men are infantrymen and have had basic infantry
tralnling, Thﬂy aAre Pﬂﬁ‘ifimd in thelr arms: OTLAT, carbine, and pistol,
The observer, Number 1, 1s deslignated as party leader, The party is traincd
to work t0p<th“r ns a team, It 1s under control of the section leader, but
most often takes 1ts orders from tho second-ln-command of the sectlon,

2e EBEQUIPNENT S
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a, Ubscrver (Number 1)
Sight
Cleaning Staff
sinoculars
Compass
Flashlight
12 rounds of Ammunition
Carbine
5 clips of Ammunition
(Number 2)
Mortar, complute
Pistol
5 clips of Ammunitilon
Assistant Gunner (Number 3)
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12 rounds of Ammunition

Carbine

5 clips of Ammunition
Amruniticn Corrier (Number 4)

12 rounds of Aryaunition

Carbine

5 clips of Ammunition

3¢« TRAINING, The members of the mortar party of the support section are
trained 1n the ttchniqu( of the 60mm Mortar, and in marksmanship, They nuet
be famillar with the pcwers and limitations of thelr weaporn as a means of
supporting the assault section, They are teught the mlission of the morter
in such support and are schooled in the tactieal dispositicn of their partiy
in relation to the operations of the Assnult Sectlion,

L PHASES OF TRAINING, The phases of training include the followine:

a, Marksmanshlp,
b, Tactieal employment of the mortar,
Ce OO0mm mortar in suppert of the assault Section,
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5. MISSION OF THE SQVM MORTLR PARTY. The 60mm mortar!s mission in
support of the ssszult Secction 1s te neutralize enemy open emplzccments and

entrenchrments 2and to firc on énemy in ca2sc of counterattack,

6. THE MORTAR I TTY IN ACTION, The four-mean party with ecuipment will
debark repidly from the landing eraft, and immedistely go into an initisl
position ﬂfLordlnb SOIE pPOttCulCn from encnmy fire, if possible. While
the initiel pesition, the party leader hustily mekes 2 reconnaissance for &
position, After sclecting thc position, he advances to the position chosen,
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drops hls sight case and cleaning staff the re, with the cleaning staff
volnting in the direction the mortar is to be laid, After the position hac
becen so designated, the gunner rus hes forward and mounts the mortar, While
in the initial position, the assistant gunner removes the ammunition bag,
and when the mortar is partially mounted, he joins the gunner. The party
lecader selects his target, and without waiting for the mortar to be leveled
nt 629, commences to give his firc orger. When oven emplacements and en-
crenchrients covering the fortification and wire entenglements have been
neutralized, and a gop in the anti-personnel obstacles has been mnde, the
party leacder will move forward to a position where observation on targets
(troop concentrations, encmy mortar positicns, ete) can be obtained. He
wlill leave the remainder of the party in the rear and will cirect fire by
hend 2nd arm signals, Should the distance from the selected observation
post to the mortar be too greast, or visibility be limited, the leader will
si;na2l his party forward, and during its movenent forward, will select a
position for the mortar, snd will rrepare fire deta to targets visible

from the observation post. Aftcr the fortification has been taken, he will
contact the section lecader for further instructicns.

b, Indivicdual dutics of cach party member:

(1) Obscrver. He selects 2 position, moves forward to obscrve

cry onen emplacements and watches the section lcader and the assistant

for signals and orders. He orders the party into action without
wolting for observation of a rermunerative target, He gives fire orders,
(2) Cunner (Number 2), He lays the mortar on targets picked
by the group leader, He gives ammunition data to the assistant gunner,

(3) Assistant Gunner (Number 3), He prepares the emmunition
and places 1t in the rnortar, He cbserves to the right for tarpgets and for
signals from the assistant section leader, He protects the right flank of
the eroup,.

(4) Ammunition Carrier (Nurber L). He passes ammunition for-
ward when necessary. He observes to the left for tarrcets and protects the
left flank of the group.
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CHAPTER II « INL.LVIDUAL ASSAULT

Section Iils
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THE 81 M\ MORTAR TEAM IN THE SUFPORT SECTION
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1. ORGINIZATION.

a. The ¥lnm Mortar Party 1s composcd ¢f eight men of the total
29 men in the Support Section.,

b. Thesc eight men are infantrynen end have had basic infantry
raln¢nf. They are qualified in thelr arms: mortar, carbine, and L=l H]
he Cbserver, Number 1, 1s deslgnated as party leadcr. The party 1s traii
Lo work together as a team, and each men will be trained to take over any
cuty within the party. The party will bo under the control of the seetior
leader, but will most often take its orders from the sceond-in=comnand of
the Support Suctlwn.

2 LEQUIPLENT,

a. 0Ubserver, Sight, Binoculars, Compass (lcnsatic), Flash
light, five rounds ¢f mortar ammunition. He
is armed with a carbinc¢ with 5 clips of car-
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hine ~mmunition, 1 telephone (scund pcwer,

Gunner, Carries bipod, carbine, 5 clips carbine
anmunition., 1 telephone (sound power)
. |
iss't (wunner, Carrics mortar, carbine, aiming stakes (within
| mortar) and 5 clips carbine ammunition,
Number L, Carric¢s base plate, carbine, 5 clips carbine
wamunition,

Number 5. C"I‘I"it-:-? seven rounds rmortar anrunlitlion,  Armed
with carbine and ¥ rounds carbine ammanition,
'*J vds wirae,
Numbers b,
1, & 8, Carry seven rounds morter ammunition. Armed
with the ll=1 rifle with 96 rounds of rifl«

ampmanition each.

3. - TRAINING, The nmombers of the mortzr party of the support section
are troined in the technigue of the &lmm mortar party in close in support
cf the support section, and in merkmanshipe. They must be familisar with
the powers and limitations of thelr weapon as used 1n the support scction
They are schocled in the tactical disposition of their party in relaticn
to the operations of the support section,

ae raining will be eiven in nomcnclature, assembly, functioning,
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tiecs of the mortar and its amunition in accordance with

b. Speced and exactness is stressed in placing the mortar in
and out of action and in laying on targets,

c. In marksmanship training, cemphasis 1s placed on speed and
precision in getting into ~ctlon rapidly, laying on the target, rapid
adjustment of fire, and relaying on other targets afier the first tarpet
18 th..‘:ftI‘.'i:,"t:(.“l. ¢

d. Instruetiocn is given in the tactieal employment of the mwertar
in support of the support section, by corrying out its mission as set forth
l..' .. lf"‘“f.
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4o MISSION OF ”U 5 8) MM CRTAR ~ARTY. The mission of the 8lmm lLiortar
party is to suppcrt the support section by neutralizing known enemy op
mplacements and entrenchments covering pillboxes and other anti-perscnnel
obstacles, and to break up concentrations of enemy personnel preparing 1o
counter Jtti 5K o After the successful reduction of enemy fortifications,
the 81lmm mortar funetions normally in the defense of the battalion perimeter,
or beachhead line.
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a« The sight man party with equipment advances quickly from the
landing crafte The observer will, 1f possible, CL:J‘an‘H;- the position the
mortar 1s to be mounted by l....-lVlrib the signt at that position. (If possible
cover should be available at this positicn). He will then move forward to a
position frem which he can obscrve, Hw will be on the alert for possible
terpets (open cmplacements oon+a1niQ” utomatic weaporis,) VWhen the ob-
server selocts hls peosition and de ﬁ“ht s 1t by drop .ing the b];ht, Numbcrs
2, 3 and 4 immediately mount the l:'LOI‘t 'y and then awaltl the firc order from
the observer, Infantry tactics ar pyllud by the party in taking ad , Ol
of all cover and concealment, Imme fh yely without '..'-'a.;‘li-ihg for orders, when
a renumerative target 1s observed, Number 1 crders the party into actione.
When open emplacements ¢ dp>ort1nb a pillbox or covering anti-personncl
obstacles h;v; been sileneccd 2nd the demolitlions party nrepares to move on
the pillbox, the observer moves forward through the gap in the wire to
such = pOulthH from where he can obscrve for possible cnemy troop concen-
rations and other targets of opportunity, and if possiblu dircet the fire
frem hils forward position; should the need arise, he signals the recmalnder
of tne party forward,

b, Individual dutics of each party member,

(1) DNumbher 1., Selects a position, moves forward te observe for
sncmy open emplacements and looks to the scctlon and assistant section

lecader for signals and erdcorse Upon sighting a target, he will immediately
dircct the fire of th: mortar on it without awaiting erders from the section
cr assistant seetion leader,s He will designate whenever possible by firing

of tracerse

(2) Number 2, Carries thc bipeds Upon orders from the party
lecader he lays the mortar on the targets and gives ammunition data to the
wssistant gunner. He eontinually obscrves the party leader for signals,

In the abscnce of instruction from numbcr 1 and in emergency, he will fire

on targets,

(3) Number 3. Carrics the mortar tubce He preparcs the
-*r*"wunitioxr for the mortar as it 1is rcquested by the gunncr, removes the
ety pin, and actually fircs the nortare, He obscrves to the right for

Flél 1s from the assistant scetion le~der, and for possible targets.

(4) DNumber 4, Carries the base plate, He passes forward
nunition from the ammunition becarers as it is required by the assistant
tunuvr, He obscrves to the left for possible eounterattack or open

mplacementse

rass forward ammunition as rcquired, and
providc local protection and observe to the right and right front. They
move to positions whence they may support by fire the seetion as o whole,

(6) Numbers 6 & 8, Pass forward ammunition as required, and

provide local protectlion, obscrve, and give supporting fire to the left
and left LI‘OIlt, supcorting the seetion as a whole,




