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THE Twelfth Regiment was organized in Oectober, 1861, at
Camp Randall, Madison, and left the State on the 11th of
January, 1862, with orders to report at Weston, Missouri. The
following was the roster :

CoroNEL— GEORGE E. ERYANT.

Eéeutenant Colonel = TDEWITT O POOLE; Mjor— WILLIAM E, STRONG ; 4 diufant— Tas,
K, ProtnFir; Qw.l:;fm.ﬂ#— ANXDREW SEXTON ;) Surgeon = LUTHER CARY ; Firal Assisi-
and Srgpeon=—ELli Al A WOODWARD; Second Aanbsiret Srgeon—AL F 81 8. LIXDSFELDT ;
Cheplain—Hev. LEMUEL B, MLason,

!
o, fpdaing, First Lienienonts, Eerand Liewlenoiils,

A —Norman MeLead, Orrln T. Maxon, Francis Hoyxt,

B = Glles Btevens, Benjamin F. Blackmon, James W. Lusk,

1 —Charles G, Loeber, Francls Wilsom, Michael Coniwell,
D —T. Mortin Pries, Thomns Farmer, Wiillam J. Norton,
E=— Abram Vanderpool, John Gillesple, Léwis T. Linnell,
F— Genrge 0. Norton, Levi Odell, Henry Turtilott,
G=TDnnlel Howall, Chorles M. Wabh, W, Wallaee Rotkin,
H—Milo E. Palmer, Muthan A. C, BEmith, Charles G, Loviet,
I—H. L. Turner, Wnn 8 Bennett, Jeromie 8, Tinker,

K=—Daniel K. Sylvester. Almon N. Chandier. Isane Walloer,
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Procceding by way of Chicago to Quiney, I, and finding the
river impassable, and the railroad troek to Talmyra destroved,
Colonel Bryant marched his command to a point twenty-two miles
below Quiney, in order to eross the river, arriving opposite Han-
nibal, at 4, T'. M. Spending the night in the best wanner they
conld, with the thermometer twenty degrees below zero, and
without tents and but little shelter, the regiment crossed on the
moruing of the 15th to Hannibal, where they were furnished
with open freight enrs, withont any means of keeping warm, and
rode 236 lmles to Weston, where they arvived next day, having
guffered much from the severity of the weather, and the want nf
rations, those which they earried being frozen. Temaining at
Weston until the 15th of Febrnary, they moved to Leavenworth
City, and went into camp.  TTore the regiment was assiened to
form part of General Lane’s ©* Southwest Expedition,” the troops
for which were to concentrate at Fort Seott.  The Twelfth took
up its line of warcl, and arvived there on the Tth of March,
where it remained until the 27th, when, owing to difienlties
connected with the command of the expedition, the War Depart-
ment abandoned the project, avd the Twelfth and Thirtecnth
Wisconsin regiments were ordered to march to Lawrence, Kans,,
thence, they proceeded to Fort Riley in Weatern Kanaas, where
they rEmanﬂ with the expectation of being sent to New \[uxu_o
This pm]r'l:'f was also abandoned and tl1£= regiment, with the
Thirteenth, returned to Leavenworth City on the 27th of May.
Here they received orders to embark for Tennessee,

With the rest of Geuneral Mitchell’s brigade, to which the
Twelfth had been assigned, they proceeded by steamers down the
Missouri to 8t. Louis, thence they continued their journey to
Colummbus, Ky, where they landed on the 2d of June. Events
having transpired near Corinth, which rendered the presence of
more troops unnecessary, the destination of General Mitchell's
brigade was changed. The rebels; on their retreat from Colum-
bus, hiad destroyed the rnilroad.  The Twelfth Regiment was set
to work to repair the road, rebmild bridges, and at the same time
send out seonting partics after guerillas.  The road was put in
running order and the regiment moved on the 9th of June, to
Humbolt, Tenn., where a junction, was effected with the forees
of General Halleek, Colonel Bryant assumed command of the
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post.  IHere the regiment was employed until the 1st of October,
in railroad guard duty, and in sconting, and preventing the
depredations of the puerillas.  Moving to Bolivar, on the 1st
of October, the regiment was attached to the Third DBrigade,
Fourth Division, Seventeenth Army Corps. Ilere they were
arderad to reinforee General Hurlbut, near Pocahontas — made
a forced march of thirty miles in ten lionrs, but were too late to
take part in the pursnit of the rebels to the Hatchie river, after
the batt'e of Corinth. Returning to Bolivar, they remained
until General Grant began his sonthward movement, having for
its ultimate olject the capture of Vicksburg, 1MHis ariny was
to penetrate south from West Tennessee, to Canton and Jackson,
in Miszissippi while General Sherman attacked the city from the
river side. The Twelfth camped at La Grange on the 4th,
of November, and on the 8th, engaged in a reconnoissance fo-
warils Holly Springs. The enemy retreated without fighting and
the regiment returned to La Grange next day. With the general
advance of the army the Twelfth left La Grange on the 28th of
November, and proceeded to Lumpkin's Mills, Tolly Springs,
and thence to Yocona Creck, and Bpringdale Station still further
south on the Mississippi Central Railroad. Oun the 20th of De-
cember, Holly Springs was sorprised by the enemy, and sor-
rendered, whieh compelled Genernl Grant to retrace his steps. A
countermareh was ordered and the regiment returned and went
into eamp at Lumpkin's Mille, where it engaged in pailroad goard
iuty.

Major 8trong, who had held the position of Division Inspector
Genernl, was on the 13th of December, promoted to the position
of Acting Inspector General of the Beventeenth Army Corps.

With the division, the regiment in January, 1863, marched first
to Holly Springs, thenee by way of Moscow and Lafayette, to Cal-
lierville, and in February, moved to near Neville Btation on the
Memphiz and Charleston Railvoad, where they engaged in goard- -
ing the railroad until the 14th of March, when the division
marched to Memphiz. During mueh of this time, Colonel Bryant
was in command of the Third Brigade, Licutenant Colonel Poole
commanding the regiment.

Om the 18th of April, Colone] Bryant was placed in command
of a foree of infuntry, cavalry, and a battery, to coiiperate with a
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foree under General Smith, from La Grange, against the rebel
General Chalmers, on the Coldwater River, to divert his attention
from the celebrated roid of Colonel Grierson, which that officer
undertook in the Spring of 1363, penetrating through the centre
of Mississippd, and arviving at Baton Rouge, La.  Colonel Diry-
ant enconntered the rebels in strong foree at the viver, and drove
them from their position, and waited some time for the appear-
ance of General Smith's foree to attack in the rear. Genernl
Smith failed to appear, and Colonel Bryant returned towards
Memphis, where he was met by an additional foree, and returned
to Hernando, and there waited for signals of attack by General
Smith, Not hearing from that officer, he returned to Memphis
with his command. The Twelfth formed part of the expedition
but suffered no loss,

On the 11th of May, the Fourth Division of General Lauman
moved down the river to take part in the operafions against
Viekslurg, Disembarking at Sherman'’s Landing, they marched
across the peninsnla, and embarked on a transport and landed at
Grand Gulf on the 18th. Tlere Colonel Dryant was plieed in
command of the post, and the Drigade engaged in gnard and
fatigne duty and labor on the fortifieations, until the return of
Colonel Johnson, the Brigade commander, who assmned com-
muand, and the Twelfth was sent up the river to Warrenton and
took position with the division, on the extreme left of the forces
investing Vicksburg, and immediately engaged on duoty in the
trenches, which was continued until the ecapitulation. Ilere
James Wiley, of Company A, and James Simong, of Company
B, are reported as having been killed,

Lientenant Colonel Poole, resigned on the 3d of July, and
Adjutant Jus, K. Proudfit, waz eommissioned Licutenant (olonel
on the 30th,

On the day after the surrender of the city, the division which
was attached to the Thirteenth Army Corps, General Ord, joined
the force of General Sherman, intended for an attack on the
enemy at Jackson, They arrived before that place on the 10th,
and immediately took position, Colonel Bryant being in com-
mand of the Third Drigade. On the 12th, General Lanimaa
ordered the First Drigade to charge upon the enemy's works.
They were repulsed with terrible slanghter, For this unfortunate

a7
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wistake, General Lanman was relieved, and the division placed
under the command of General Crocker. Three companies of
the Twelfth were deployed to protect the flank of the assanlting
colnmn, but suffered no loss, The rebels evacuated their works
on the 16th. Owing to the 'searcity of rations and water, the
enemy were not pursued, and the division, with the regiment,
returned to Vicksburg,

On the 15th of August, the Third Brigade embarked for
Natchez, to rejoin the division at that place, and reached there
next dav, and went into eamp. The regiment remained at
Natchez until the latter part of November, without anything
oceurring of historical importance, except an expedition to
Harrironburg, La., where they found an abandoned fort, when they
returned to Vicksburg, going into eamp ten miles east of the
city. On the 4th of December, they again embarked for
Natchez on a fruitless expedition after Wirt Adams' cavalry,
from which they returned to Vicksburg on the 28d of January,
1864, and went into camp at Hebron, northeast of the eity,
where the regiment was reorganized as a veteran regiment, 520
men having reénlisted.

The Twelfth took part in Bherman's Meridian Expedition in
February, 1864. Leaving camp at Hebron on the 8d of Febru-
ary, they erossed Black River, and on the 4th, found the rebels
in position at Bolton Btation, who opened fire on the Second
Brigade. One wing of the Twelfth was ordered to support an
Ilincis regiment, who were acting as skirmishers. As they ad-
vanced in lice, the rebels opened with artillery. A shell ex-
ploded in the ranke of Company L killing Eugene Baldwin and
W. H. Murray, Woundmg 0. Lind, J. W. Dean, John Thorp and
George Everett, the first mortally. One wing of the Twelfth
was dcployed as skirmishers, and advanced through a piece of
timber full of ravines and knolls, On emerging from this weod,
the rebels withdrew with their artillery, pursued by the Twelfth
to another bridge on Baker’s Creek, Here the other wing of the
regiment eame up. Lientenant Jones, of Company C, volun-
teered to eross the bridge and picket the road, which was done.
The planks which had been thrown from the bridge were
bronght up and relaid by the rést of the regiment, notwith-
standing the severe fire of the enemy’s skirmishers. Charging
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across the bridge, the Twelfth drove cverything before it, and
held the bridge, in epite of the rebels, until relieved next
morning by the Third Divigion. For their gallantry on thjs
oeccasion, the regiment was highly complimented by their
division commander,

FProeeeding through Jackson, which they assisted in destroy-
ing, they reached Drandon, where they destroyed the depots,
bridges, ete., and burnt most of the town. They continned on
to Dreeatur, where their foraging party was attacked, and Thos.
McDonald, of Company D, and Lewis Murray, of Company I,
were wounded, and George W. Myers, of Company D), was
killed. FProcecding to Meridian, the division was sent twenty
miles sonth on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, where they cap-
tured the town of Enterprize, and destroyed it, with its depota,
machine shops, ete. Next day, February 17th, the brigule |
marched eighteen miles farther, to Qunitman, where they de-
stroyed o long bridge, depots, ete., and most of the town,
returning to Meridian on the 18th, tearing up the railroad
track as they returned. General SBherman promulgated a com-
plimentary order, thanking the officers and men for the effect-
ive manner in which they had carried out his orders. The
expedition returned to Vicksburg, leaving the country behind
them & ruin and desolation. When near Canton, the regiment
had & skirmish with the rebele, and drove them about three
miles, without any loss. On the 4th of March, they reéntered
their camp. On this trip, they marched 416 miles in 31 days.

The veterans of the regiment, on the 13th of Marech, left
for Wisconsin on veteran furlough, arriving at Madison on the
21st, where they were publicly received by the State authori-
ties and the members of the legislature, and on the 31st
digpersed to their homes on furlongh,

In April, General Sherman promulgated an order for all
veteran regiments, belonging to the Armies of the Ohio, Cum-
berland and Tenneasee, on furlough, to join him in Teunessee.
Accordingly, on the gathering of the regiment at Camp Ran-
dall, from veteran furlough, on the 30th of April, they pro-
cecded to Caivo, where they were joined by the non-veterans
from camp near Vicksburg. Accompanying the forecs of
General Gresham, the regiment proceeded up the Tenunessee
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River, and landed at Clifton, Tenn,, on the 14th, thence they
marched by Huntsville and Decator, Ala,, to Rome, Ga., nearly
800 miles, and joined the “Army of the Tennessee" at Ack-
worth, Ga., on the 8th of June. Here they became identified
with the Atlanta campaign, under General SBherman.

On the 10th, the regiment, with the division, took its place
in the advance, and on the night of the 11th, arrived within
two miles of the enemy’s position, st the base of Kenesaw
Mountain. Here they began to throw up intrenchments, work-
ing most of the night. The next two days they lay in camp.
On the 14th, another line of breastworks were thrown up a
quarter of a mile nearer the enemy, on the erest of a hill, and
about 1000 yards from the enemy's rifle pits. On the 15th,
large masses of rebels were noticed in a piece of pine woods,
_in frout of the position, who kept up a galling fire. Gene-
ral Blair, expressing a desire to know the condition of things
behind this rebel cover, twenty-five men from each of six com-
panies of the Twelfth were detached, under Captain Maxon,
who volunteered to lead the desporate enterprise. Crossing
the open space at a double quick, they endeavored, in wvain,
to penetrate the matted copse of briars, vines and young pinas.
Captain Maxon at last found an opening, through which he
pressed with his command, and came upon the rifle pits of the
enemy filled with men. Crossing them, with part of his little
force, he opened an enfilading fire, which soon emptied the rifle
pits, the rebels fleeing for life to their reserves. For forty rods,
the pits were emptied by the little band of Captain Maxon, when
a rebel brigade made their appearance, and opened on the de-
tachment. Captain Maxon’s men took shelter behind the cap-
tured rifle pits, and volley after volley was poured into them, and
the fire was gallantly returned. At length, the enemy charged
bayonets, when Captain Maxon ordered his men to fall back,
which they did in good order, halting as soon as they were clear
of the thicket, and preparing to dispute the ground, with the as-
sistance of the skirmishers in the rifle pits. General McFPherson,
and the division and brigade commanders, complimented Captain
Maxon and his little band for their indomitable bravery in thus
bearding the foe in his den, and driving a brigade out of their
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rifle pits, and holding the ground in fice of all opposition for
twenty minutes with a force of only 150 men.
The ensualties, as officially reported, were

KrLEeD of DIED 0F Worsns— Ceripany 00— Private Nathaniel Camp,  (oipany F—
Frank Coverta—2%

WorspeD. — Cewpasy A —Drivate Joslah B Rogars.  Company B — Privates Havrison
0. Field, Albert E. Highea and Albert J. Sprague. Company ©— Privates Lewls Baal
Maorgnn I, Kinney, M. Malssort and E- Panl, miissdng. Compony I=—Privoate Moses Seoil.
Conitpory £— Privates H. Dy Vaughn and Silas B Allen.  Cosgeeng 5'— Corporil Frad
Byers, Privates Edwarnd Leak, Gabriel Cook, Albert A. Ly on aunl Woo Cusie.  Craiprny
7 —Private Andrew Oleson. fmpany H—DPrivates Leroy Mock and Joseph Smilth.
Comtpangy F— Lieatenant Hoyt— 30,

During the balance of the month, the regiment was employed
in picket and fatigue duty, with frequent engagements with the
enemy. Taking part in the movement of the SBeventeenth Corps
to the right of Kenesaw Mountain, ou the 2d of July, the regi-
ment took position wear the Chattahoochie, at the mounth of
Nickajack Creek. On the 5th, it charged with the division upon
the enemy’s works, near the creck, snd forced him to retire
across the stream to his main works. Fortifying the position
thus gained, the} aldvanced the picket line to the bank of the
craeL, and oceupied the ground until the 8th, when they crossed
the stream, and established themselves in rifle pits on the oppo-
site bank., On the night of the 9th, the enemy abandoned his
position on the north side of the Chattahoochie, crossing to the
south eide and burning the bridges. A rebel deserter reported
the fact about 8 o’clock in the morning to Captain Maxon, who
was out on the skirmish line with his company, when he imme-
diately moved up and toolk possession of the largest work. Ilere
arms, accoutrements and a large amount of personal bageage
were gathered up. A lineof ﬂku'lmshcrs WS 2001 pressing nﬁe
the flying foe, following them to the river and taking position
on the banks, they kept up a sharp fire all day. Several deserters
swam the river and come into our lines.

On the 12th, the regiment was transferred to the Third Divi-
sion, General Leggett, of the Seventeenth Corps, and on the 13th,
wias assigned to the First Drigade, General Force. In this
brigade was the Bixteenth Wiscongin.

The casnalties in the regiment, from June 15th to July 1ith,
are reported as follows :
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EiLien o IDIEr oF WoUrsns = Cmpveay B==Privite Chas. Beinfralth, 27th June.
Chmpeony 0= Private Willlam King; lth July. Cwmpany E—Private Henry A, Flunow,
Gth July. Cempaay = Corporal Oe Oleson, Bth July. Ceepeesy JT—Privaie H. H.
Beauleau, 15th July. Cunpony J=Private Mllton Sample, 1st July —&

WorxnEi— {(aepany 4 — Corporal John T. Crippen, 10th Joly, Private Fredk. Gaall,
L8th June, ompany 02— Privates John Kivell, 8th July, Ralph Hoyt, Sth July, Hiram
Hawkins, 5th July, Henry Palmer, $5th June, Levi Beely, 10th July, and John Dugald,
ith. Chopany O0— Corporal James Blater, Tth July. Compasy G — Bergeant ¥, F. Rath-
barrm, Bth July, Privates Thomaes C. Nelson, 18R June, and George H. Buotler, 3th July,
Compeny H = Privates Henry Miler, ITih Jone, and David Sherman, Mth June, Crmpearng
K—Sargeant Frank Filbrick, Private George H. Fuzard — 16,

Accompanying the movements of the army of the Tennessee
to the left, the Third Division, General Leggett, crossed the
Chattahoochie at Roswell, passing through Decatur on the morn-
ing of the 20th of July, and took up position near the extreme
left of the line, on the south side of the Augusta Railroad, about
eighty rods from the rebel intrenchiments, where it halted
for the night, and threw up rifle pits in its front. In front of the
division was a cornfield, covering the side of a hill, on the snmmit
of which was a road, and the rebel earthworks, which were filled
with the choice troops of the confederacy, from Alabama and
Texas. Another cornfield stretehed behind these works, beyvond
which were other lines of works, covering those in front. This
proved to ba the key of the enemy’s position, and the rebels con-
sidered it impossible for the Union forces to take it. Both sides
spent the night in strengthening their position, to prevent surprise
and repel attack.

Early next morning, orders were received for the division to
charge the enemy’s works, and hold Bald Hill, in its front. The
Twelfth and Sixteenth Wiscongin formed the advance of the
charging columm, sapported by the Twentieth, Thirtieth and
Thirty-first Ilinois, At the word of command, the several regi-
ments rushed forward up the hill, erossing the cornfield, exposed
to the most terrible five from the intrenchments, but the charging
column never wavered, Bide by side the Twelfth and Bixteenth
rushed up to the rebel works and over them with a cheer, engag-
ing in a hand to hand fight, nsing bayonets and clubbing their
muskets, till the stubborn defenders were forced out of their
works in utter confusion, the brignde charging after them for
sixty rods, and strewing the ground with dead and wounded
rebels, The impetuz of the charge carried them clear beyond
the enemy's works, until they beeame exposed to the scathing



EATTLE OF BALD HILL. a3

fire of the rebels from their other works in the vicinity. The
rebel troops belonged to the celebrated Cleburn’s division, which
was considered the erack fighting corps of the rebel army.

The command was rc*q:u]lm'l fl'olu following the ri_hn:_ls, andd fiell
back to the eaptured works, which were at once strengthened, so
as to repel any attempt the enemy might make to retake then,
A terrible cross fire, from three dir LLt!CIIIS, was kept np by the
rebels, and several charges made to regain their lost groumd.
The Twelfth, in fifteen minutes, out of less than 600 men engageal,
lost one hundred aud thirty-four, killed or wonnded, and eaptured
more small arms than it had men engaged, many of them loaded
and enpped. Five color bearers were shot, and the two flag
stafts were shot off.

Earthworls, for the further preservation of the captured posi-
tion, and the protection of the Union troops, were erected during
the afternoon and night of the 21st, at times, under a severe fire
of the enemy. The Sixteenth Corpe, towards night, moved to a
position to protect the left flank of the Beventeenth Corpa,

The casualties on the 21st, as officiully reported, were:

Eirurn ok IMED oF WorsDe — Comagerny A — Privates IT, Bowers, I, B, Dresser, W HL
Hodges, T. W, Hope, Robert Triges, J. A, Holman and Jullus O, Odson,  Chanpany it —
First Scrgennt 8. A, Miles, Privates Tather B Cornwnldl, John B, Wickersham, Amos
Ford pod I Hoyl,  Compeeny C— Sergeant E B Wood, Corpornls J. Hinkle and Gilbert
Baker, died in rebel prison : Privates John Haskson, Tlympton Bawdon, Stanley Halston
il Andrew Svensan,  Compaeny O - Corporl Emery T &mith, Privates BEdwin E. Fris-
e, Willlnm Hoekman, Mathins Lampert, Jobm Tanmpert, Welllngton Siannand, Chris-
Eopler Hmithy, Nicholns Tlarris, Tavid 3, Waller, died at Andersonyille ; Moses Whalen,
dled at Andersonville, Company E— Corporal Joho Stolize, Priveates Chorles W, Fields,
W, Stowell and O A, Boughlon.  Chagpaay F— Rergennt lasan LIJ\hAE}', Corporn] F, Hen-
nett, Privates George Brocette, Edgar W Hnll, Willlam BMormy, Doavil Thomas, Reulen
Haggedd modd Dinwicd Plugh, Compong F=-FPrivate Denfumin B, Newton, Owipomgy F—
Privates Peter Aslienath, Henry A. Keeler and John Pung.  Osumpany F— Privates Thos,
Denmn, Lafuyetie Moon, Henry Muesner, AW, West and IL I Dapes,  Chnpany K—
Private B, I, Munn =51,

Wounnun— Comipany A —Bergeant A, MeRee, Priviates J. Conldf, M, Denbham, J, Caro-
thers. Al I- Lymess, A, F, Oitman, Franels Dareett, A. Barrett, J, 3L Colliom, W, A,
Burnetd, ¥, K, lInmm{'r and AN, Olin.  Comeperay = First S stlmtJ Miles, I"rlmhﬂ
4] 1-!1ml1~!;un,. L. Lo Toswnsend, G, Felght, H. 1% Ballarvd, Hiram Haw ks, 8. G0 Tavls, 0.
Todge, J. Corslellier, ©, l:'_lrl.'rm“lir L Seeley and W, F. Baoborn, oagpoagy 00— Cnpainin F,
Wilson, Frivates I, Blater, I'. Clemmens, Al Rawdon, M, (leson, Ole Oleson, L Lalnl, W,
I, Pine and Thomos M, Galideworthy, Chmpeeny D—Corpors] G T TTall, Privetes 12
Callahan, J. Holt, W, Ebert, . 1L Glmon, W, W, Myers, . C. Bmith, J. M. Whealer, To 1.
sulllvan and R F. Marden, Mmpany E—Capiain J. Gillesple, Bergennts 1, W.Rintson
ol M, Grithing, Priviabes 3. Clomand, J. Camp, F. M, Terrell, W L. Mosher, Ok Weigkt, T1
W, It nmil J. Lawsha, ©uompony F—sergeants L, Tomaer mndd T Pease, Privatos T,
Truneite, W. P, Jones, I P, Nason, J. Dish, R Arsens, T Wand, B R Darker, A. F.Bocle,
. I Biehanitson, C, Heldenworth, M, Oliver amd W, Lack, Onmpany — Berzeand (1.
Lang  Coaipaay H—Privates M. Jonee, J. Cox, B Toe, AL Jarvey, J. A Jackson, 10, T
Hubbord, J. Dundap, G. 3. Dickenson sud I Wrren.  Coanpany J—Corp. I B Summers,
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Privates H. A, Bchaffer, J. B, Sommers, A. MeVeyr, G. Ohurehill, 0. Dugunn, 8
Ealey and W. B. Pugh. Cmpany K—FPrivales A, J. Bolson, T. Torgenson and O
Cnrver =—F7,

Next day the rebels moved round and occupied the position
from which the Third and Fourth divisions eharged up the hill
the day before, and came on, yelling like demons, pouring in a
deadly fire, and determined to retake their lost works., Simul-
taneonsly with this movement on the rear, another column
advanced on the front of the captnred works, thus placing our
Wisconsin boys and their comrades, under two fires. Here the
pluck of northwestern men showed them to be equal to any
emergency. The attacking column in the rear were nearest the
works. Crossing to the oppogite side of their breastworks, the
boys of Leggett’s Third Division, reeeived the colnmm in the rear
g0 warmly that they fell back in confusion. By this time, the
column in front were within range. Recrossing their works,
Leggett’s men ponred another deadly fire into this fresh colamn,
as it approached. After repulsing them, the column in the rear
ngnin advanced, and were met in the same manner as before, and
our men again recrossed their works to meet another atiack in
front. Early in the fight, General Foree was wounded, and
Colonel Bryant took command of the brigade, and Lieutenant
Colonel Prondfit assnmed command of the regiment. The rebels
gwarmed around the works, keeping up their unearthly yells, the
air was filled with smoke, and deadly missiles flew in every
coneeivable direetion.

Finding their efforts to retake their works were fruitless, the
rabels changed their tactics. They massed several regiments in
a colnnn of attack, and marched down the live of works, cap-
turing battery after battery, and turning the guns on our flying
men, enfilading with grape and canister, the whole line, as they
advanced. On they came, sceming to gather numbers and com-
pactness as they advanced, to within a few rods of where Colouel
Bryant’s brigade lay behind the works, awaiting them. They held
the augle of the works, the very crest of the hill, the key of the
whole line, the prize of the gallant charge of yesterday. The lnst
obstacle to the onward sweep of that concentrated mass of
Liuman ferocity, was the mere handful of men which composed
that gallant First Brigade, lying behind those banks of earth.
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This point gained, and the rebels would be able to control the
other works. On the hill, a line of fire springs from those breast.
works, another and another, and at every discharge, the frout
ranks of that concentrated force go down in heaps. Dut they
were not idle; closing up, they advanced and delivered their fire,
charging and recharging, filling the ditches with their dead, some
dashing clear over the works, only to die inside, and the rest
falling back before that terrible fire. While this fight was going
on, the Sixteenth Corps had moved up on the rebel flanlk, and
another force appeared in another part of the field, which comn-
pelled the enemy to fall back, and relinquish future attempts to
retalce the enptured works., They had taken the small fort which
had been constructed on the summit of the hill, and during the
night they kept up a heavy enfilading fire on both lines, which
was vigoronsly returned.  During the night, traverses, or short
flank breastworks were built between the companies on each line,
to protect them from flank and cross fires, and every preparation
was made for maintaining their ground and holding the position.
The brigade changed front many times, fighting from both sides
of the same breastwork, and at times had te fight on two fronts
and one flank. During a portion of the time the Twelfth was
fighting, the two wings were back to back, with the enemy on
both frouts and on the flank, and & portion of the regiment fought,
all night, a squad of the enemy, who were under the works, but
who left about daylight. Colonel Bryant speaks in enthusiastic
terms of the action of his bricade throughout these two days of
battle,
Daylight revealed the fact that the rebels had fallen back to
their lines, giving up further attempt to retake their works.
The casualties on the 22d, were reported as follows:
KivLen or THen oF WoUsns— Conpany A — Bergeant Frank W, Heory, Privates E.

H, Hegerman and G. Ford, Company B —Corporal W, H. Richiards, Privates GW. Hell
anid A Dowwdens  pany & —Trivate Gerand Balter,  Chmpueny K —Privates Andoew J.
Watte amid Caleh I Clark —8,

Wor NDED— (mpany A — Private 8. Hoddlestone, [Cooipany B2 —Captain 4. Btavons,
Bepgeant W. H. Inman, Privates J, W, RBool, C. Carnes, L, Soeley, 00, Aorpill, B A Badiin-
guit, T. Featherstone, E. Masson and BE. Gorman, (ogpengy —Privates 5. Hocking il
. Kondeog,  Ceoagartiy [ = Coptain J. M, Price, Compeniy 7 == Privates J. Grigoon, T, 05
Medlaughney nnd A, A. Johnson, Cempany = Privale M. Hozacty. Cempony £—
Privite J. Milison— 18,

On the 234, the dead of both sides were baried, nnder a flag
of truce, and on the 24th, fatigue parties were engaged in tearing
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up and destroying the Angusta Railroad, and on the night of the
25th, the movement from left to right was commenced, as we
have described in a previous chapter, In this movement, the
Fitteenth Corps, in the army of the Tennessee, occupied the
extreme right., Before it could elose up on the Seventeenth
Corps, the rebels, under Stuart, Cleburn apd Cheatham, in im-
mense foree, fell upon their right, determined to turn it if possible.
Colonel Bryant received orders from General Howard to send
the two reserve regiments of his brigade to the support of the
Fiftcenth Corps. The Twelfth Wisconsin, under Tieutenant
Colonel Proudfit, and the Thirty-first Illinois, immediately started
on the double guick, the Twelfth in the advance, proceeding for
over a mile in the scorching sun. Forming quickly in a ravine
on the extreme right of the army, they charged np o hill, from
whieh our men had just been dislodged, and succeeded in routing
the enemy from it. Barricades were thrown up at once, formed
of rails, &e., other troops closed in on the right, and the attacks
of the enemy were continued until after sundown, when the rebels
returned to their interior lines,
The casualties on the 28th of July, were:

#

KILLED— (venpany B— Private J. W, Ellioit. Ctmpany E—Privaie I, A- Titus—2

WoUNDED— (e A —Frivates F, Tobman and F. Van Warnar., Cbhmpany B—
Private L, Kelly, Compony E—TPrivate W, B H. Cotton.  Company #— Private H. J.
Taonnrd, Chmpany H-—Privale F. Petarson. Chmpany J— PrivateJocob Borr. . Ceanpary
K — Private G. W, Elgsh=—3.

The regiment and its Lieutenant Colonel were highly compli-
mented by superior officers, for their prompiness and activity in
moving to the place of need, and thus saving the right flank of
the army, Theregiment intrenched itself on this line afterwarda,
moving nearer to the enemy’s defences twice, each time throwing
up heavy works, being under fire constantly, and remained there
during the siege of the city, until the 26th of August, when Gen-
eral Sherman made another movement to the west and south,
and on the 28th of August, struck the Montgomery Railroad,
ahout sixteen miles south of Atlanta, where they immediately
commenced the work of tearing up the track, continning next
day, and on the 30th, pressed forward to the Macon Railroad.

On the 81st of August, Colonel Bryant was ordered, by his
division General, to report to General Logan, of the Fifteentn
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Corps, with three regiments, the Twelfth and SBixteenth Wiscon-
gin and Thirty-first Ilinois. Reporting to Drigadier Genera
Logan, Colonel Bryant was ordered to place the Thirty-first Illi-
nois to cover a gap in the line, frouting an ovchard towards
Joneshoro,—the Twelfth and Sixteenth were moved to the left,
with an interval of two regiments of the Fifteenth Corps between
them, refusing their lines to protect the flank. Works were
hastily thrown up, to cover themselves from the bullets and
shells of the enemy. The charge made by the enemy on the 31st
of August, at Jonesboro, extended along the front of the Thirty-
first Illinois, and seven eompanies of the Twelfth Wisconsin, and
was auccessfully resizted at all points.  On the 1st of September,
the Twelfth changed from the left to the right of the nrmy of the
Tenneszee, and was under fire most of the time, repulsing the
enemy several times, without loging very heavily. On the 2d,
they pursued the enemy to Lovejoy, where he was found strongly
fortified. The Twelfth drove the rebel skirmishers from a wood-
ed hill, to the main force, when line of battle was formed, and
the position retained until the 5th, when they marched with the
army of the Tennessee, towards Atlanta, and encamped near
Eastpoint on the 8th of September,
The casunalties, from July 28th to Beptember 10th, were;

KiLLep ok INED oF Wornna,~Corpany A — Private Benjamin J. Humphrey, August
11th. ompesy B—Drivale M, B Long, Aog. =l Conpoasy = Privote Henry doldner,
August 2th, Compeany M—Privates H. Bartels, Beptember 3d, Octave Pleasare, Chmpoang
G —=DPrivate Jos. Robarg, Augost 12th. Coarpany IT= Privoates C. Shadaclker, September,
dth, aod J. J. Gunen, Seplember 20, Compueny F= Private Benl, Foster, Asmgust [7th —9,

WoOUKDED— (umipasy A4 — Privates Aloneos Miler, Angnst Slst, A. B Beanlsley, Sep-
tember oth, ond G. 85 Miles, 3cplember Sth.  Comgueny B —Lieatenant C. G. Highee,
Aupgust ik, Privates J. ornbeck, August S1st, and Alsert Selden, August 20th.  Chne
pany C—Privates Thomns Wilson, Avgust 1ith, and H Jowes, Aogust 17t Oompenngy I
= Irivate Byron Falrbanls Aog 2th.  Coapony F— Lient. J, H. Thayer, Augast 14th,
Private AnsonWrlght, Sept. 3.  Cowopeny F—Trivatea J. Alberg, Aug, AhW. E Turst,
Ang 22d, Fo B Wilson, Sept, 24, amd I Dendy, September 3d,  Company & —D'rivates Te
Hipester, Aug, 3lst, and N, P Phillps, Sopt. §.  Company JF—Sengeant M. T. Brown,
Privates O, elerson, Angust 12th, W, Clark, Augusi B2th, 1, Roe, Aag. S1st, M. Hageriy,
Baptember 4th, and I M. Wright, SBeptember 5th,  Ownpony F—Trivates 8 Malletr, Ang.
16t1a, Lanme Muanger, Augnst 18th, L 8{rong, Auguet 3lst, G, Churehill, SBeptember 24, nnd
& P Don, Beptember 3. Cumpany £ — Privates H. Schofleld, Aungust 16th, J. Ttacks,
Angust Zx1, 0. T. Nash, August 20, aod G- T Morston, Beplember 24 — 5.

The regiment remained in camp at Eastpoint, nntil the 4th of
October, when it marched with the Beventeenth Army Corps in
search of Hood, who had passed the Chattahoochic, and was de-
stroying the railrond to Chattanooga. The pursuit was continned
until the 21st of Oectober, when the division weut into camp ot
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Little River, Ala. Ilere orders were received that non-veternnas
of the Army of the Tennessee, whose term of service expired
before the Tth of November, shonld return to Chattanooga, and
be mustered out. Colonel Bryant, Captaine Stevens and Dennett,
Lientenant Blackman, and 83 men of the old Twelfth, responded
to this order.

Lientenant James M. Thayer, of Company E, is reported as
having died of wounds at Marietta, on the Tth of Oectober, and
Johu M. Holt, of Company D, on the 11th of October.

From camp on Little River, the Twelfth moved on the 20th of
Cletober, to Mariettn, by way of Van Wert, arriving on the fifth
of November. Left there on the 18th, and arrived at Atlanta,
on the garme day, and on the 15th, ﬂﬁmMEHced the Grand Ma,reh
to Savannah.

On the muster out of Colonel Bryant, Lientenant Colone]
Proudfit was promoted to Colonel, Major Willkam E. Strong,
Lientenant Colonel, and Captain John M. Price, Major.

The Twelfth Regiment accompanied the Seventeenth Corps,
which was in the right wing under General Howard., In the
march to Bavannah, but little pértaining to the regiment occurred
differing from that of the other organizations. They performed
their Ehum of guard, fatigue, and forage duty. They assisted in
destroying the railroads, that being one of Sherman’s objeets in
the march. At the {}eon ee, on the 26th of November, the
rebels made a slight resistance. They ecamped at Millen, on the
2d of December, having destroyed the railroad track, and Herndon
Station, and done a general foraging business over the interven-
ing country. They erossed the Ogeechee, on the 4th, and marched,
ekirmished and fought, among the swampe and rice fields, until
they reached the neighborhood of Savannah on the 18th of De-
cember. Here Major Price was unfortunately ehot on the 10th
of December, by & Union eoldier, as he was walking near the lines
between the piekets. With the rest of the army, they entered
Savannah on the 21st of December.

Leaving that city on the 4th of January, theregiment pro-
ceeded by water with the rest of the Beventeenth Corps, to Beau-
fort, 8. C., and went into camp on the 13th. The regiment
marched out six or seven miles and engaged the enemy next day,
driving them back to their worke near the Pocotalizo River,
pressing close up to the forts, whose guns cpened with grape
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and canister. Lieutenunt Chandler, of Company K, was killed
by a rebel sharpshooter, and Alva 8. Deardsley and Torbjon
IHalverson, of Company A, were reported as wounded,

Oun the 20th the regiment moved to the Salkehatchie, where
thiey had a kheavy skinnish with the enemy. They proceeded on
the march without anything of historieal importance until the
11th of February, when the rebels made a stand at Orangeburyg,
and engaged our troopa. The Twelfth was ferried across the
Edisto River, about a mile below the town, formed line of bat-
tle in a swamp, marched through it, where in many places it was
up to the mens’ armpits, turned the enemy’s works, charged
upon the rebels, and drove them out of the town. The large
garrison flag was captured by Private Warren, of Company H,
and the regimental colors soon took their place, The regiment
was appointed provost guard in the town, a considerable portion
of which was burned by fire set by the rebels. Proceeding on
their way they passed Cheraw, near which John Ducey, of
Company A, was mortally wounded, and at Fayetteville, James
Silbangh, of Company I, waa killed on the 11th of March. The
Twelfth was present in line at the battle of Dentonville, but was
uot actively engaged, and arrived with the army at Goldshoro
on the 24th of March. They remained in camp recruiting their
strength and outfit, till the 10th of April, when they joined in
the advance towards Raleich in pursuit of General Johuston'’s
army. It is needless for us to reiterate the particulars of this
rebel general’s surrender or the subsequent action of the heroes
of the “ Grand March,” further than to say that after the sur-
render, the Seventeenth Corps procecded to Washington by way
of Richmond, and was present at the Grand Review at the
National Capital, soon atter which the regiment was ordered,
with other western organizations, to Louisville, where it was
mustered out and came home about the 20th of July, 1865,
where it was disbanded and paid off.

For meritorions service during the war Colonel Prondfit was
brevetted Brigadier General.

Regimental Statistics.— Oviginal strength, 1,045. Gain—Dby re-
cruits in 1864, 84, in 1864, 314, in 1865, 22; by substitutes,
177; by draft in 1864, 24, in 1885, 1; wveteran recruits, 519;
total, 2,186. Loss—by death, 204; deserted, 26; transferred,
64: discharged, 336; mustered out, 14406,



