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BEMCH

PREFACE

The role of Fort Meigs in the 01d Northwest during the War of
1812 can be fully appreciated b¥ reading a contemporary's account
of the events that took place here over 150 years ago.

The outpost was built in ﬁwm grueling winter of 1813 and be-
sieged by the ccombined forces of British, Canadians and Indians in
the spring and summex of that year. That this fort withstoed two
major invasiens guaranteed the safety of our nation's Western fron-
tier. The importance of Colonel Eleawecr Weod in the fort's history
was twofold, builder and defender.

The editors felt that Colonel Wood's journal would be great
assistance te those visiting the fort, as well as serious students
of the War of 1812 in the 01ld Northwest.

The original manuscript of Wood's journal is in the Wisconsin
State Historical Scciety's Library. The text is as it appears in
the original manuseript. The indexing and annotating was done to
bring a clearer understanding of the journal. _

pefiance, Ohio, 1975



ELEAZOR DARBY WOOD

Eleazor Darby Wood was bora in Lunenburg, Massa-
chusetts, in December, 1783. As a young man he
studied medicine briefly at-Albury, Vermont, bhut
guickly chose a military career instead when he re-
ceived an appecintment to the recently created United
States Military Academy at West Point. The academy
was not yet a four year school so Wood spent a rel-
atively short time there, entering May 17, 1805 and
graduating October 30, 1806. He was at once commis-
sioned second lieutenant in the engineers and was
assigned to duty assisting ir the construction of
defenses on Gowvernor's Island in New York Harbor.

In February 1808 he was promoted to first lieu-
tenant and sent to Norfolk, Virginia, where he was
in command of a force detailed to fortify the harbor
there. After two years at this work (1808-181G) he
was promoted to captain, gquite rapid advancement for
a yvoung cofficer in the miniscule United States army.

His experience in the War of 1812 began at New
London, Connecticut, where he was in charge of the
defenses for a brief pericd. He was soon ordered to
Sag Harbor on Long Island to supervise the erection
of a fortified battery.

In November, 1812, Captain Wood was assigned to
the "Northwestern Army" where he found himself doing
the work of the chief engineer due to the illness of
Captain Gratiot who offipially held that post. His
service in northwestern Qhio included overseeing the
construction of Fort Meigs, some work on Fort Step-
henson (at present-day Fremcnt) and assisting in the
movement of General Harrison's army to Canada after
Perry's victory on Lake Erie., On May 6, 1813, while
the siege of Fort Meigs was in progress he was bre-
vetted* major.

After participating in the crucial battle of the
Thames in Canada, Wood was transferred to western
New York where he served with distinction in the
Niagara area. For his conduct at the Battle of
Niagara he was brevetted once more, to the rank of
lientenant colonel, in June, 1814. His career came
to end on September 17, 1814, when he was killed
during an assault on British forces besieging Ft.
Erie.

It seems mere than likely that his career would
have continued with distinction had he survived the
War of 1B12. He was a man of abhility, bravery, and
common sense who won the admiration and friendship
of most of his military colleagues.

H

*Brevet rank was a temporatry service in a higher rank.



JOURNAL
of the
Northwestern Campaign of 1812-13,
under
MAJOR-GENERAT, WILLYAM H. HARRISON.
by
Bvt. Lieut.-Colonel Eleazor D. Wood,

Captain Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army

Major—-General William H. Harrison, having been
appointed to the command of the Northwestern Army,
arrived at Upper Sandusky early in January, 1813,
with two brigades of militia, under Brigadiers
Leftwich and Crooks, the former from Virginia and
the latter from Pennsylvania, together with a few
regqulars and volunteers, making a force in all of
about 1,500 men.t These troops principally con-
stituted, and were denominated, the right wing of
the Army. The object in raising of which, seemed
to have been the security of the Northwestern fron-
tier; the expulsion of the enemy from the Michigan
Territory; and the invasion of Upper Canada, the
latter, particularly for the reduction of Malden.2
These important objects, if attained at all, were
to be attained with a force almost entirely com-
posed of raw militia. As the officers were utterly
ignorant of their duty, or to use the words of a
worthy young officer in service, "many of them
1

The Virginia Brigade was under the command of Brig-
adier General Joel Leftwich of Bedford County Virginia
and was composed of components of the 10th and 20th
Brigades, Infantry of the Line, Light Infantry, and
Riflemen, and the Petersburg Volunteers. The Penn-
sylvania troops were under the command of Brigadier
General William Crooks and was composed of the Pitts-
burgh Blues, the Greensburg Rifles, two troops of light
dragoons all from Western Pennsylvania.

2

Malden, on the Canadian side of the Detroit River,
just above Amhertsburg, was the British stronghold
where part of the fleet was built for the Battle of
Lake Erie.

incapable of learning it," and the men ent. =ly un-
accustomed to obedience or subordination, it became
necessary to halt the army a few days at this place
to equip, and, as far as possible, to establish

some little system of discipline. A halt was equal-
ly necessary to await the arrival of the field bat-
tering train of artillery; the latter, consisting of
five l18-pounders, were required for the Siege of
Malden; also the provisions, forage and ordnance
stores. FEverything was done by the General that
possibly could be accomplished towards establishing
subordination and disc¢ipline among the troops but
men who, at that inclement season of the year, had
just left their comfortable dwellings to endure the
hardships and privations incident to a winter cam-
paign in the wilderness, were not to be made soldiers
of in fifteen, or even twenty days! But as much was
required, every human exertion must be made. A
large proportion of the troops were on daily duty,
in building block-houses and storehouses, the latter
to deposit the supplies in, and the former for their
protection; in fact, the aspect of affairs announced
the speedy approach of that state of preparation
necessary to the commencement of active operations.

About the 12th, the artillery came into camp,
and large guantities of every kind of supplies were
constantly arriving.

At Upper Sandusky was established the principal
depot of the army. This place is situated on the
Sandusky River, about mwxﬁWwanmm from the ﬁNWmm
forty above Lower Sandusky,” thirty from Norton
and seventy from the Rapids of the Miami.® These
two rivers, the Miami and Sandusky, are thirty-six
miles apart, and the country, which lies between
them, is almost an entire marsh, or sunken swamp:
which, on account of its being miry and generally
covered with an immense body of water, can scarcely
be passed at any other time than in the summer or
middle of winter, after its waters are sufficiently
frozen to bear the traveller.® Through the niddle
of this marsh runs the Portage River, which, like
an aqueduct, receives, conveys and empties its
waters into Lake Erie, about two miles west of the
Sandusky Bay. The Rapids of the Miami are about

whOSmH Sandusky is present day Fremont, Ohio, in
Sandusky County.

4

Norton, Ohio, is on the northern edge om Delaware
County.
5 - . s
The present day Maumee River is called the Miami
by Colonel Wood. The rapids of the Maumee are near
Fort Meigs.

6
The Black Swamp area of northwest Ohio.

3
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