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The Year of Disasters

Bv %W. M. HEFLINGER

1. Vqufeﬁﬂed

Despite the general drft teward war, the spring of 1812 found the
United States poacly prepared for the conflict. ‘The administration, par-
ticakutly President Madison and Secretary of War Eustis, was blissfally
ignorant of the geographic features of the Wes: and hence had no icea
of the problems, difffoultes, and expense of an aggressive ampaign
there. Thete was no adequate force; supplies were lacking; thete was a
dearth of experienced officers; and there was no well-prepared genecal
plan of action. Congress spent mmch of its time alternately denouncing
the British and weighing the relative merits of the kind and nunber of
troops to be mised. Harc'son urged the necessity, expediencg, and popo-
larity of offensive action agaiost the Indians. The administration, -
ticipating war with Great Britais, delayed.!

In order to ondesstand today why 2oy government conld be so redk-
less with the netione] safety, welfare, and dnterests, it should be remem-
bered that Madison™s administration was wndoubtedly the weakest one in
the entire history of the United States. The Government vnder tae Con-
stitution was still in its infancy; was establishing a totalby new and previ-
ously uniried politicz] systern; was in finsacial diffiolides; was beset oy
dissension and threats of secession at home and by the world-widz tangle
of the Mapoleonic era. Madison, venerated as -he "Father of the Coa-
sitmation™, was no administrator.  He was ™2 master of ideas bat neot of
men.” His cabinet incleded Robert Smith as Secretary of Stae, “the
weakest man who ever filled the office”; Euslis, the Secratary of War,
was branded an imbecile. He was sueceeded by Monroe, who possessed
some ability but definitely was aot fist-class. Monres, in axn was suc-
ceeded in the War portfolio by Armstrong who was hostile to and jealoas
of both Madison and Hertison, Armstrong denounced all of his general
officers, but particularly Hercison, Vet weak, inefficent, and parhially
disloyal as his cabinet was, Madison was unable to comtrol it.  Fieally,
Madisan nimself had been opposed to war against Britain and sought o
use nis influence to preven the stroggle; and then suddenly ae bacame an
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entmsiastic advocate of wer. It-was probably more than sheer coincidence
that Madison changed his mind in 1812 which was a presidential elec-
tion year. In fact, Forman stated, “At this time there was a greal deal of
political gossip to the effect that Madison was informed by party Jeaders
that 3 he wished re-élection he must come out for war, ™2

2. Halls Disanirous Campaign

Governor Hall, who was in Waskington in the spring of 1812, was
commissioned 1 brigadier geneml and was ordered to advance to Detroit,
reinforce and hoid it in anticipation of an invasion of Canada. ‘This ex-
pedtion was ill-adived from the stat. Due to the absence of adequate
roeans of transportation and the Jack of a unified pln of operation, in
the event of hostilities this force would have to maintzin its communica-
tions ovet two tumdred miles from Detroit tu the neacest souzce of even
the wost ‘undamental supplies. Considering the character of the coundry
and the hostility of the Indians, this was a practical impossibifity unless
the control of Lake Erie could be maintained. As early as 1759 Wil-
kinson stressed the necessity for a naval force on Lake Ezie in fhe eveat
of war with Britain. In 1809 Harrison licewise poictsd ot this need.
Bat no provision was made for mn adequate force on the Take. As Har-
rison said, "Unfortunately, we began by weighing military expenditures
in gold sales; and the experiment proved—as it will never fail io do—
tha parsimony, always paliry, in war is the most lavish and mrimisel pro-
digality.” And finally, added Harrison, Hull, said to be a heavy drinker,
"had became old and gwise fat, snd had evidently lost the energy as well
as the valor, that thirty-thee yous previcus had given him the post of
boaor with Anthony Wayae in curying the fortress of Stonypoint.’s

In Aptl the President requisitioned Govermor Meigs of Obic for
twelee hundred militia, which quota was overwvalunteerad. ‘These wal-
untecrs “were geotlemen™ “all of the highest respectability” from the
eastern and southern sections of the state, The Fourth Regulars, veter-
ans of Tippecarce, were ordered to jein Hodl's ommand. Hull artived
at Cincinmati Agril 22, and established beadquarters there. Colonel James
Findlay and his Second Ohio Volunteers accompanied Hull to Daytos,
where they arrived May 25. Governor Meigs, accompanied by the Fint
and Third Ohio Volonteers {Colonels McArthur and Cass) met Huil
there.  Hell assamed command and made a spesch that made a favor-
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able impression and fillec the men with patriotic zeal 1t was planned ta
proceed by tiver, hut the water was wo Jow. So the army traveled over-
Iand to Utbara, where it was joined June 10 by the Foarth Regulars,
‘While at Urbana 2 council was held with twelve chiefs of the Wyandot,
Mingo, and Shawnes Tndians by which permission wis obtained to Cross
the Indisn teritory and io eret blockhouses at intersals io protect the
lines of mmmunicstion. On Jene first Colonel McArhur was seat ahead
to ot a road ko the Scioto and constract fortifications there. When the
main colunn arrived there, June 19, they foond “Fort McArthue”, two
blockhouses enclosed by a picket, “From here Findlay's regument art the
roadway to the Blandhard and constrocked Fort Findlay there. ‘The main
oolumn, caught in a heavy rain in the swamp sizteen miles north of Fort
McArthui, was stopped for several days. A blackhouse, “Fort Negessi ",
was construched at this point. The sick were left as garrisens for these
posts.  Cass” regimient cut the road from Fert Findizy to the Manmee
rapids, where the whole force arived June 30 in good health and spirits.
Here they saw the first white people and fiest honses since leaving Ut
bana. While at the rapids Hull loaded his baggage, mustec rolls, cor-
respondence, official orders, and sick aboaxd the lLittfe scheomer “Coys-

hoga™ and dispatched it ¥ Dewoit. Although Huli had not received

worc of tae declaration of wat, he knew that the break was frnminent,

This act seefns jaexcasable, When the ship arrived oprosite Fort Maldea

it wis captured by the British, This was only the first of a series of
misfortuzwes.  Fort Mzlden, or Amherstburg, oppusite and about 18 miles

below Detroit, was the key to British-Indian ‘relasons, Being below De-

troit, it commanded the approack by water fo that place.

Oc July 3 while on the march nesr the Kiver Raign, Hudl rpecefved
word of the declamation of war. The British had rece'ved word of the
declatation previously, probably through Astor. Detroit was reached and
conpied by the Amenicans the sixth of July. The next day the army
crossed inie Canada and remained there a month, ©Oa Jelr 12, 1812,
Hull issped a lofty proclamation w the Cansdians, His army particpat-
ed in a series of futile skimmishes. Had decision and action been Proonpt,
Fart Malden con'd have been captured easily. Hull had sbowt two thou-
sand three lmndred effective troops.  Fort Mziden was a weak quadrangle
suerounded by a picket and a dey ditch. Tt could not have withstood a
sicge of aoy dumation. Its garrisco at that time was abowt two hundred
sinty Canadian militiz, and abont sixty Indians, Whether ar oot Foct
Malden could have beea retained by the Americans for any fenpth of time
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is problematic, bot its capiure would have destroyed the allied base of
operations and would have given the American expedition at least sooe
chaoce of ulitmate saccess®

The allied forces blocked the American fines of comamaniration op-
posite Fart Malden. Major Van Homoe was sent with o small detachment
to re-estchlish compemnications. His command encountered a superior
force of British and Indians and was defeated. Seventeen lives were
lost ‘This news plus that of the semender of Fort Michillimackinac zp-
parcotly cansed Hulf to decide to retirn o Detroit.  The army secressed
o Detroit during the night of Angonst 7. When orders to move were 1e-
ceived the army expected an advance on Fort Malden, When they fcam-
ed their destination the men felt disgraced. From that time Hull no
longer possessed the oonfidence of his troops. Dissension and suspicion
grew. Un Aogust 16 Hull surrendered Detroit and all of Michigen Ter-
ritoey without firing a shet in is defense.  Contemponry accounts called
Huil a tritor, a coward, and an jmbecile.  Cerlinly Hull was guilty of
delzy and indecision, but the real responsibility rested higher wp. 'The
expedition was doomed to failure before it staried, acd the rather vague
Plan for a simvltaneous fourfold invasion via Lake Chamglain, Sadkeit’s
Haibor, and Mizgara 25 well as Detroit failed to materiafize. Heore the
British were able to give Holl their undivided attention_ ©

Colond Hatch, who was acting assistant quartermaster geceral and who
shated in the crrupancy of the officess’ querters, stated that Brodk's7 aide
was closeted with Hull in the latter’s quarters the sighe of August 13 and
that the capitalation was then sgreed wpon. The ioference s that Eull
“sold puf’. Hatch further coatended that Brodks act of iowvesting a
strong fort ganisoned by one thousend pine bandred forty men, with
thirty-zight cannons, plenty of provisions, and z reinforcement of thrce
handred sinty men in the rear of the enemy, with an oppesing force of
seven hmndred thirty and five small gons could be the result only of loo-
acy or 4 previous arrangersent and that Brodk certainly was not a Janaéic.8

On the other hand, Brock bad intercepted the Ameeicon dispatches,
and ke was well aware of the dissension within the parrisom. Further-
more, Brock’s positicn was critical.  He roust strike a blow or lese sup-
port of the Indians. And the Indians were necessary to Brock’s plaos,
which were to avoid a derisive batthe and to poloog the onfhic. He
believed
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A protraried resistance wpog ibis Froniter will be sure t9 embarass
skeir plans materidly. Yéey will not come prepared to meet it, and
their Troaps, or volunteer Corps, withons rcarcely any discipline—as
far at least ar Contrond is in guesfion—will swon fire ander ditap-
pointment—The difficulty which they wifl expevience im sending
Provisicrs, will involve thewm info expenses wnder which their Gev-
emment will soon become impatient®

Apparently the British advance on Detroit was 2 desperate bid for In-
dian suppert, and its very boldness insored its swcoess.  As a result of the
surrender of Detroit, Indians flodeed 9 the British standard. This move-
ment was acceleraied by the death of Little Turile, chief of the Miami.
"This leader of the confederted Indians aguiast Wapne at Fallen Timbers,
had been convinced of the fotility of resiseznce to the Americans, and
bad kept the Mixmis nentral against the wishes of the braves, His deatl,
Joly 14, 1312 (The War, Sept. 5, 1812, p. 47), was the signal for the
Miamos akso to join the British. (McAfee, History of the Late War, p.
117}, The Amesican border was pushed bade to northwestern Ohio, and
the whole frontier was exposed to Tndian raids. ‘The West became grimly
determinec to wipe ot the disgrice. Recruiting {Tourished 2

3. Premaiure Plans for Betaliction

In the neantime Jemes Windeester of Tennessee, hed been commis-
sioned 2 brigadier geoeral and had been azdered o the Nerthwest to re-
Inforce Hull His coounand was ko comsist of twelve hundred Ohio
volunteers undet General Edward Tupper; fifteen hundred Kentucky
volunteers commanded by General Payae (three regimenis, Colonels Al
len, Lewis, and Scoit) ; the 17th T. S. Regalars ander Golonel Samual
Wells; and some independent units. 11

Harrison, who possessed “militety Inowledge 2nd instincts” and was
the highest anthority ca maters connected with the Indizns of the North-
west, had been passed over Adficipating Hull's defezt, he had deter-
mingd to head the refief expedition. He wrote the Secreiary of ‘War hint-
ing For a commission. He wes in Kenturky conferring with Governor
Scott about troops to defend the Indiana-Ilfinois region when word
rame of Hulf's critical situaion. Troops were assembling, but Winches-
tr had pot amived. Iwmediate action was necessary, Harrison's fand
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policy when a delegate to Congress, kis acquisitions of Indian fand, 2ad
his victory at Tippecanoe made him popular in Keatucky, so be was ie
matural choice to Jezd the Kenmcky troops. A osastitational difficalty
arose, howewer. Harrison was not a resident of Keobucky and thus was
ineligible for a Kentucky comnmission In view of the emergency, Gov-
emwr Scatt conmrlted with Henty Cley and Governor-elect Sheiby.  Red
tape was cut, and Harrison was brevetted major geoeral of Kentucky mili-
tia and was given comnund of all forces then assembled. While en
route news was received of Hull's surrencer and alse that Fort Wayn=
was irvested. ~Harrison hastened to the relief’ of Fort Wayne. On Sep-
tember 2 a messenger amived with Harrison's appeiotment as briga-

‘dier general and orders be protect the frontier of Indiana and Ilineis and

to co-operate with Hull {alrendy surrendered) and Govemor Howard
of Missouri Territory. This would bave subordinated Harrison to 'Win-
chester and probably would have removed the former from the scene
of the principal acioa. ‘Therefcre, Hasrison did not accept st once, wait-
ing until the administration had an epportonity o learn of hiy present
capacity. 'The march to Fort Wayne continwed. ‘The Indians there fled
on Harrison’s approach. Detaciments destroyed several Indian villages
in the vidnity. MHarrison was orderzd to relinqaisk command of this
army to Winchester. When Winchesier arrived at Fost Wayne Harxison
relinquistied command with “apparent good grace”. Harrison returned to
St. Marys whete a new division was asembling. This force consisted of
Ken:ucky segiments under Colonels Barbee, Poagae, and Jennings; three
companies of movnted Kentneky riflemen; and 2 corps of Ohio mounted
volunteers under Findlay. Winchester, with two thowand wo hundred
effectives, left Fort Wayne September 23 for Defiapce 12

‘Through pressure bwonght to bear by Clay, Sheboy, and other influential
Kernrnckians, Harrisoo was appoiated commander in chief of the North-
western Armry.  He was given a force nominally totaling ten thousand
and was ordered to protect the fronier, retake Detwoit, and penetrate
Upper Canada, Laixr crdess gave Humison brosd discretionary powers
and placed the enfire responsibility of a winter campaign, or the lack
of it, direaly on him13

Hasrison was caught on the homns of 2 dilemma. A month had been
Iost between Hull’s surrender and Hererison's appointment as oommander
in chief. The troops were not assembled. Those that were, were pootly
armed and equipped ; they were raw and undisciplined; the men had only
sammer dotbing and not much of that; blunkets and shoes were almost

164

f,

o M i

The War of 1812 i Northuwestern Gbio—Tihe Year of Dirariers

ron-cxistent; food and ammmndtion were scarce; arfillery and camp equip-
ment were lacking, There was conhsion in the arrangements far sup-
plying the needs of the army. ‘Three different methods wese to be used.
There weas a commissary sgent; a qearfermaster general—part of the
time there were two quartermasters of equal rank and sendovity, so that
neither knew which hed the antharity; one ¢dvilian contacior was fo fuor-
mish supplies for the district somth of the forty-fiest paralie]l and another
was io serve for the territory nonh of forty-one—and part of the time
there was oo costracier at all.  The contracors were keandsd as rascals
and thieves by Harrison, Samuel Tupper, the ageat for Orr and Greely,
onc of the contractors, refused to deliver supplies hecacse, be said, Hull
had surrendered the suppkes pieviouwsly fumished by them; that the
posts to be supplied were surromnded by wildernzss; and that the con-
tractors” inability to nse Lake Erie for transporting the supplies rendes-
ed the cost greater than they had snticirated. There was no co-ordination
of these separate ageacies, and the system-—or ack of systeen—hroke
down completcly. Adequaie memns of transportadon were lacking; the
scason of the sumn rains was approaching, and they would render all
transportation practically innpossible. 14 '

Harrison had been schooled in the Wayne method of frontier war-
fare, He uaderstood the value of thorough preliminary preparations, of
accumnlating sufficient supplies, securing his communictions by 2 seties
of forts, aed-—adove all—of drifling the rw trops mntil they conld
meet i enemy on sowething like even terms. His “military knowledge
wnd iwstinets” surely dictated suspension of cpentions vntil spring er
sammer,15

Bot cther considerations were preseat. The three-months miiitia, 2
farge part of the farce, could not be held until spring for preparation and
drill. ‘They must have action or el they would leave at ‘he expiration of
their terms.  If the wmilitiamen retarned without tasting action, recruiting
would saffer, and the replacements that did wme would be just a5 raw.
Focthermore, the West, alanmed at the prospect of Ind'an depredations
throoghowt ‘he winter, wanfed adion, Harrison realized that unless he
assumed the offensive his popnladty and prestige would suffer.  Swept
forwasd, ageinst his befter judgment, by this bid for popalarity, Harrison
decided to take the offensive as soon as possible.™®

His plan was ts organize three columns, each o praceed tp the ren-
dezvous at the Manmee rapids by a seperate route. The Left, compased
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of regnlaes and Kentucky mibita commanded by Wiachester {who had
been asked by Harrison bo seroain in the service cfter Harsison bad super-
seded him) was o proceed from Deefiance via the Maumee valiey. The
Ceater, compased of Ohin Volenteers assembled at Uthana, was o fol-
Iow Holl's trail.  The Right, composed of a levy of Virgiriz and Penn-
sylvania roops, was to pmoeed frem Weoster viz Upper Sandusky and
Fremont. Primcipal supply bases at Fort Barbee (St Marp}, Fort Mo
Arthor  {Kenton), end Fort Feree {Upper Sandusky), asd secoedary
bases at Defiance and Fremont were to be esiablished fer the purpose of
forwarding supplies to the base of operaions at the Maomee rapids.
Roads and a chain of forts to pxotect them were fo be constructed algng
each coute. This plin was condemncd by Ammstrong, as was cverything
else dooe by Harrisar. Colonel Bleazir P. Wood, dhief of engineers and
coe of the first gradnates of YWest Point, approved the plan, becanse it
wauld fadlitale trapspoctaticn snd protect mote couniry zgainst the In-

dians.

About the first of October Harrison expected to be able to assemble
his oops and supplies at the Maumee rapids in zbont two weeks. His
prepacations were interrapted by the necessity of forming a refief ex-
pedition o po o Defiance. Winchester was thawn o a panic by r=-
ports of tbe proximity of 2 British and Indian force destized for Foet
Wayne. This proved to be 2 wild gocse chase, for the enemy bad aiready
fled2®

Meanwaile heavy rzins set in, and the weather tuened cold. Owerland
transportaion was disapted.  $aid Harrison congeming his supplies:

To get them feorward through o swenpy Widerness of nearly
twwve buwdred miles in Waggons or on Pack-borses which are fo
carry their own Frovender &5 absolmely bmpossible . . . Since #
wonld requive at least two Waggons with forage for eachr one that
is londed with prosivions and sther articler,

Boats 2nd cances were ordered constructed, bur before they coudd be

used the rivers froze ower. "With transporiation at a standstl], supplies
ren low in the mps. The soldiers were

« - . Semietimer witbow) beef—at oiber tmer withour Four: and
worst of all, entivdly whbost rald, which bas been much apainsi the
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bealth of the men . . . fome without shoes, oihers withont socks,
Blmbets, 8 C. Al she clother they bave are fnew . .

At ane time the only food for eleven days was fresh pork and no salt
Anothier time “poor beef and hickery roots were their principal subsis-
tence'”. Ague was prevalent. Typhus broke out.  The daily sick list of
the Left Wing was from three to four kundred. Bestlessness and dissat-
isfaction grew; mmtioy was narrowly averbec 1

While the preparations for the sdvance to Detwit were being made, 1
cavalry detachment wnder Genesal Bdward Tupper had 2 spirited en-
counter o Nowember 4 with the enemy ar the Manmee rapids. Both
forces had come there o forage. The Indians were well anmed with
pistols and holsters and rode good horses.  ‘The allies were finaily forced
to rereat.  Expected provisions from Windhester's base at Defiance did
not arrive, so Tupper was forced to retire to Fort McAsthur for supplies
Minar offensive movements into the Indian country aboat the upper Mau-
mee and Wabash walleys also netted 2 small measare of suocess.®

Alhongh the rains npset Harrson's plans, he sll expected b ke abke
1o advance after the swamps and the margin of the Lake froze over. So
he continued his preperations. Once more the weather was against him.
After an early nd severs anbumn, the winter was comparatively miid.
There was deep snow but oo general freeze of any dasation. With the
coming of show, Winchester's force constructed sleds, aad the men pull-
ed the sleds to the Mmumee rapids, aniving there anuary 10 with eleven
hundred effectives—talf of the eriginal force, A fortfied cainp was
established on the feft baok near Wayne's battlefizld *

4. YThe Raiitn River Disarter

Two days after Wincheser's arrival, messengess came from French-
town {now Monroe, Michizan) begging protection against the British
and Indians. More emissaties arived on following days. A council of
war alled by Winchester decided to adwance to the selief of French-
‘own. A force of five headred Hity under Colenel Lewis, Jater rein-
forced by oae hndred ten ander Colonel Allen, eft Janwary 17; reach-
ed the River Raison and ocoopied Frenchtowa after a sharp battle  The
Amecrican losses were 12 killed and 55 woonded. The allies’ losses are
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unknown, but ave supposed to have been heavy, The allied force was €5-
timated at 160 British and 400 Indians. When Winchester head of the
engrgement, he set cut with two hundred geinforcements (Jaomary 19) 21

Harrison, now theroughly convinced of the funility of Further winter
campaigning, atterpted ta force the Secretary of War to amume respoa-
sibility for dedding whether of mot to contione it. He explained that
the accupetion of Detroit would be a strategic error without possession. of
Fort Malden or the rontrol of Lake Erie. He shressed the necessity for
a fect on the Lake. Monrme, who had become acjing Seastary of War,
answered Harrison sharply. Harrison was reminded of his orders to take
Detwoit. His 'ack of success was complained of, and all responsibii-
ty was ploed in his hands. Harrison wrote again that the advance wonld
have been feasisle before the rains, bt there werz no supplies or attillery
available ‘hen. He again cbjected to bolding Detroit withart control of
Fort Mazlden. ‘The need for and the economy for a navy were alo
brought to the attenfion of the idmiristration. Harrison comtended that
the cheapest way to recaptare Detroif and strike Canada wes by conteol
of Xake Erie ard the transporiation of supplies via that route®®

Hacrison was 2t Upper Sandusky icoking after the advancement of ar-
tillery. He dic not learn of Winchester's arrival at the Maumee rapids
until January 15. The same letter speke vagnely of the intended expedi-
. tion to the Rabsin. Harrison was alirmed, becanse this was quite con-
trary to his plns. Eeaving orders for a relief expedition to be semt,
Harrison set cut.  He rode from Upper Sandosky to Fiemont {about fos-
ty miles) in seven and a balf hours, a remarkable feat considering the
conditions, Arriving gt the Maumee rapids the moring of Janvary 20,
Harison found that Winchester had zlready Jeft. Harrison waited umiil
the reinforcements arrived. The relief cohumn had advanced only 2
short distance below the rapids when word reached them of the total
defeat of Winchester's force. A coundl of war held in the sadife de-
cided that the melief force was too small to advance. Turning back, the
force stopped st Winchester's tamp oo the Maumer and buroed the
stores and then continved the wmtreat to the Portage (near the present
site of Pemberville ) ¥8

The defeat at Frenchtmen, or the River Rpisin, was the direct re
sult of Winchester's lack of disapline and caution. ‘The total American
casualities weze about 200 killed, wounded, and missiog, and about 500-
606 caphured. The extreme bitteraess over the Raisin affair was not the
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battle itseif, buz the rold blooded mmeder of prisoners afterward by the
Indizns. 2 It is notable that Tecamsch was absent at the time of the mer-
cEE': of privoness. “Remember the Reisin™ became the rallying ay and
this was the first of the notable series of “remember” slogans which
fater included “Remember the Alamo”, "Remember the Maine”, and
“Remember Pea:l Hagbor™,

Harrison bas been seversly scored for his part in the Raisin affaic
(::‘qehel, Harrison's syripathetic bingrapher, states that the wltimaie respon-
sibility for Winchester’s advance—and especially for the Failure to re.
trieve the disaster—belongs to Harrison. McAfee quoted Colonel Woed,
probably the best strategist of the Notthwestern Army, to the effect that
Harrison was mable to prevent the disaster and that any attempt to ad.
vance the relief force after the baitle would have been too hezardons. 25

The Raisin affair wrecked Harrison's plans and ended the winter
f:ampaip—defeﬂted by cold weather and the breakdawn of trzesportation
in “the swampy wilderness in the northwestern parts of Ohio.”  Harri-
son was finally promised a fleet for Lake Erie, and was instruced io
use only reguiars when the terms of the present militiamen expired. He
garrisaned the several posts and ook the remainder of his men, about
sevenicen tmndred later reinforced to abour mineteen hundred, fo the
Manmee rapids where 2 fort was started 26

The net sesults of iwo campaigns in the Northwest was the foss of two
armies; untold scffering and hardship; beavy expeeditures, the amount
of.?vhich is ucknown; strengthening of the Indian attachment to the
British; the realization that ; winter campaign was not feasible; and the
decision to build 1 fleet on Take Erie.

FOOTHOTES

i Wﬂhnscn,_ﬂiem{irs, 1, 559-550; Benton, Western Reserve Tractr, IV, Fatro
32; Cucmins, History of the Latz War, 45; Adams, Hiwory, V1, 81; Bab.
?ginﬁg‘ ;-ifn:immgu Na;‘!omh‘:y, 87, 9697, Awsalr, 12 Cocg., 1 sess.
-110; o o Bustis . i 3 ‘
o E R ‘iaHa- TS s, Apr. 79, 1812 in Esavey, (od}, Mesager
Fi:?iz, The Deeclopment of Awmesicas Wationsdity, 1 19-126; Mugpey,
Hirtory of the Ameritan People, 209; Wiikinsm,riﬁﬂ:;%iﬂ. i 563 ; hﬁic.&!ﬂe:
Hirtory vf_ the Late Wear, 447-452; Western Beseeve Trows, No.’a, L
Adams, History of United Staser, VI, B1; Baboock, Rire of Awerican Na-
tivgality, 9697, Pmm:xl_iy the entire first volume of Armstronz’'s Naticer
is devoted to a condemnation of Harrison and his activities, £See espedally
pp. 3256} ; Foroao, ddrasesd American History, 227 { oobe] .
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The War of 1812 in Nortbwestern Obio—The Year of Dirsters

McAfee, Hiriory of the Late War, 62, 63; Hatch, Hivory of the War of
1812 17, 1% Hsaroson antidpated Hufl™: su.ttm&cr See Harrisos to Fus-
tis, July 28, 1812 in Esarey, (ed.), Meiwger sad Letters, T, 7880; same
o sime, Aug 52, 1812 in Baxrey, op. oft, I, 85-86; same t0 same, Julg 5,
1809 in EBearer, of. e, 1, 351; same b0 sume, Ok 22, 1812 in Dsarey,
ap. dr, 11, 183; same 10 same, Dec, 12, 1812 io for. i, 1T, 242; Haodson
0 Moaree, Jao. £, 1813 in Fer, off, 1L 295-296. Sec Pratt, Expagvosicer of
1812, 169; Willdnson, Memoirs, L 446, Armstrong, Npiices, 1, 31; Westzin
Reserve Traek No. 35, p. 3.

Hatch, Heniory of tbe War of 1812, 16, 21; McAfee, Hirlory of the Late War,
: Amstrong, Nodees, 1, 16—1?* Brock to Prewest, Jely 20, 1812 in
lﬁch. “Ploncer and Hist. Soc. Colf., X"F 1s.
Harh, sp. oip, 2123, 30, 36; The W, Aug. 8, 1812, p. 30; Richandson,
War of 1812, 8, 20.
The War, Oct 3, 1813, p. 65; Hakh, op o, 32-35, 56; Williams, Twa
Western Caompaiger, 27, W{siﬂn Beserve Tracir, Mo, LT, pp. 3, 4; Nu. 28,
P 2; WNo. 34, p. ; Tmp of Fame, Sept. 9, 1812, reprinted ia Ohio Arch,
and Hist, foc. Prb., XXFVI, 319 Niles" Rzgm’a, Sept. 12, 1812, ITE, 26;
Sept. 1%, 1332, IH, 44.45; The IP"a'. Sept. , 812, mggesied the disaster
f?:ba])y due to tbenfghgmne the Secretary of Wer (p. 47)-—one of
cortemporary accomnts to exoress this view.,
Ma;nr General Sit Jsaaz Brock, K. B, lievtensot-goversor of Upper Canada
and comumander of the BritishiCanacian farces in that province, wis an of-
ficer of consideradle ahility. He had seer service in Burops and in Jodia.
While in Canada he was energetic in prepating for the impending War. The
Amercans respected and admired him. Had be lyad the border wacfzte might
oot bave beocome so savage jn cwmcer, One Amesiran scldier described
Bim s “six feettivee . . . higframed . . | lame . , . oneeyed . ., of ugly
appearance, but a gentlrman". [Smem.ent of Geoz Saminmn, Wﬁtm:

" Reserve Tract, Nc. 36, P32 Hatch stated fhat Bmd: and Tecumseh were
the only Batish dfficers in the Worthwest “who possessed talent and hoowor-
able conduct.” Habch, History of the Wor of 1812 115116, Brock was

of Detroit  He was Lilled 10 aciom

at Qreenstown Heights, on the Miagaes frontier, October 13, 1812,

Hatch, of. cir, 45-45; Richardon placed the oumber, fncloding militia, at

750, {RBichardsum, Wor of 18342, 52 There were abont 300 Jodins also.

Hatch, op. ot., 73; Breck to Prewest, Dee 2, 1811 in Mich. Ploaesr and

Hist. Soc. Colf., XV, 57; same to same, Muay 15, 1812 in Jer. cf, 86; same

to same, Dec 2, 1811 jo Joo. &, 55

Richardson, ef. i, 55; The War, Sept. 5, 1813, p. §7; McAfes, Hivtory

af the Late War, 117; Madison's Anonal Message Nov. 4, 1812 in Amer. 52

Pap., For, Rel, 1, 80. 5ece Niles' Regicter, Sept. 5, 1822, TH 14; Sept. 12,

1812, ITT, 25-26; Sept. 19, 1812, IIL, 45,

Ingersoll stzied thet Andeew Jakson wanted his commend, but the adminis-

trabion gave it to Winchester, became otberwise the latter might have xen

for Copgress, ({Ingersolf, Hinorical Sheich of the Seond War, 1, 133.)

McAfee, Fivtory of the Late Wer, 117, 118; Atherbon, Narptive, 5; Der-

nell, fomrad, 6-7. The iotal Keathuky fore, indeding Regulirs, was 2200,

Adans, Histery, VII, 69, 73; Babcock, Rire of dmerican Nationdity, 973

McAfer, op eq., 122, 224, 120, 137, 150; Wiechester, Hivoriced Deiadls,

16-13, Appeod,, &. See Milex” Regitfer, Jan. 2, 1813, 6, 282, Harison fo

Eusts, ] y 28, 1612 in Psarey, {ed), Merages and Lesers, M, TB-EQ; sarie

to same, Ang 12, 1812 jn for o2, M, B4-86; same 0 same, Aunust x>

1812 in foc. gv, 3T, 9192 ; same 0 same, Aug 28, 1812 in foc :r'.t, 1L, 98-

00 same to same, Sept. 3, 1817 in foec. i, IT, 108, Hamison o Goy.

{Ky.), Sept. 18, 1012 in for. £, 31, 138; Bustiz, Secretary of War, o Hari-
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soo, Segt. 1, 1812 in for, o, IT, 105-1G5; Hanison to Winchester, Sept 19,
1312 in jor. eir, H, 141,

Gov, Shelby to Eustis, Sept. 5, 1812 in Esarey, {ed.), Merager and Latterr,
M, 112, 115; Fustis to Harrisen, Sept. 17, 1812 jo Jor. oz, H, 136-137;
same to same, Sepr 23, 1812 in Jor. ofr, I3, B, See Gorche, William
Hlenry Harrison, 142,

Hearrison 6o Enstis, Sept. 11, 1812 in Fsarey, o cit., IL 130 same to sam.e,
Sept. 27, 1812 in for. oz, II, 157; Hamison to the people of

(Oct) 1B22; lor. ch, II, 159-160; Hlarison to Ensfis, Sept. 4, 1812 m
log, it 1, 11&' Hmnam:n Winchegter, Sept. 19, 1812 in for off, 140
141; Hamsanmlhusus, Oa. 22, 1812 in Jor. ¢i, K1, 184-185: S. Tuppez o
Ha:zisun, Mov. 9, 1812 in jor ai., I, 202-203. Wﬂtﬁm Heserve Tiacs,
¥¥, 8485 Hamison's correspondeace is foll nfmdmnahmofmddm'gs
against the cooteactors, {See Bzarey, op, cit, 1, T40-141, 134, 214, 424425,
455437, «te.) 'Iﬁemntxactsjstﬁnwaspamal]y audmanmvﬂ:gaum of
Harsisoo’s conduct. {See Amar. 5S¢ FPap., Military AH., I, 6448658, The
ration coatracted for, fiequently mising, was: 13§ s, of beef or 3
Ib. of sali pork, 18 m,ufhre:dnrﬂnm. 1 gill of rum, whisky, ar hraady;
phos 2 gts. of salt, 4 gis, of vinegar, 4 lbs. of soap, and 132 lbs, of candles
for cvery 106 rations. (See Amer St Pap., Maiery Aff., 1, 647.)

Hanison. (o Futtis, Secretary of "War, Sept. 24, 1812 Esarcy, sp. o, 10,
149.151; same o same, Sept. 28, 1812 in foc. ¢f., W, 155; same to same,
SepLI z; 1B12 in Jor. ed, I 156—[53' sune to same, Nov. 18, 1311 in for.
£1E., 1%,

Harrizon to Eostis, Awz. 12, 1812 mn Esatey, op. &%, II', 85; Goebel, Willian
Hezsy Harrivon, 145 Adams, History, VIL 73-74. See Ml:.ﬁfcc, Hirary of
the Late War, 263-264, for what is, apparently, Harrison'y explanation,

Hamison to Winchester, Sept. 23, 1812 in Bsarey, of rir, I 1592; sam= to
same, Oct £, 1812 In for, o2, I, 150-161. Hamison te Busiis, Sepr, 27,
1812 i for. e, T, 156; same bo same, Oxb 13, 18312 in Joc e, IL 374
Mcafee, op. iz, 159, 160, 161, 165, 155, 170; Amskong, Nofcer L, 3296,

Hutivon lo Buwds, Secetary of War, Oct. 22, 1812 in Esarey, op. i, IL,
183-184. Por other werrespandence on the same subject, see pp. 189, 204,
214, 227, 238, 239, 240, etr. Sex Athetton, Nareorve, 12-14, 18, 19, 24,
See DaIndJ Jowrnal, 25, 26, 21, 20, 3B, 33, 4. McAfee{ Himory of 1he
Lare War, 164-165 202-205; Yost, “Hnb' Yost his Book™, Ohie Arch. and
Hist. Soc. P, XX, 154-155 Winchester, Hirsorizad D-szr, 1416,

Edw_ Tupoer to Harclhon, Mov. 10, 1812 in Esarey, of. o, I, 216221;

Mcifee, Hittory of the Late War, 187-100; Pulmer, Historjcsl ll.rglstet I,
3435, There were abeut 650 Amecicans and about 75 Baitish with 200-£00
Todizny engaged.

Harrison to Epstis, Oct. 22, 1812, Esarey, op. i1, JI, 183 Winclester, Nisr-
toricd Details, 13-22; MpAfer, sp. cf., 221,

Winchester, pp. i, 25; Mcier, op, cir., 223, 224; Athertoc, Nawmative, 323
Darsll, fomrmal, 46.

Harhson t» Eusiis, Dhec. 12, 1312, Fsaey, af, i, I, 242, Haurison 4o
Monoe, Jan. 4, “B13 ia ap ar, IL 293296, Ikid., 268; same to mme, Jan.
6, 1813 in loc. ., I, 302

Harsison v Winchester, Jau. 16, 1813 in Esarey, op. oz, I, 311-312; For-
dson to Mbavoe, Jan, 4 1813 in op. £it, 10, 206297; sme to same, Jan, 24,
1813 in for. =i, II, 330; same to same, Jan, 28, 1813 in Jee o, I, 335
338 ; Damdl, Josrmsf, 46; Rithardson, Wer of 1812, 147; see Mcafee, 229,
Keeler, “The Sacdusky River™ Ohic Arch, of Hist. Soc. Pad, XHI, 214,
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24. Darrell, fearsal, 30-50. 5882, Mchfee, Hidory of the late War, 242;
Amer. 51, Pap., Militasy Aff, L, %7375; For Rel, 1, 82.83; Bebarition
of ree Ewemy, 97-124; Arherton, Narralive, §:-67; Hivtorieal Deeilr, 10,
Append. 191-199,

23, Armstreog, Noticer, | 35H; Gochd Wiliem Hemry Haerriop, 161, Me-
Afes, op. 2., 248252,

26 ?Jrﬁfee, Histary of the Late War, 262; Monoe to Hirdsoo, Jan, 17, 1513
Eﬁa?tq ep. cit. T, 313; Birrison o Gor. Sheby, Jan, {?¥, 1813, op. di,
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PETITION OF RIGHT
1628

in England between the monardh and the Parliament as seprosenta-
tive of the people ako commenced. This strugsle cooupied mose of
the szventeenth centory and prodaced = series of great docamzets that be-
came the predecessors of the American principles of freedom. The first of
the series was the Pefition of Right, which was a statement of grisvances in
the form of a petition to which the House of Commens demanded the
assent of Charles 1 previous to the gmnt of supplies. As in the Mag-
na Chacta, ihe petition was essentially 4 demand For recogaition of rights
previvusly established and then disregarded. With oo intention of act-
ing i accordance with its priociples, the King was foroed 6 assent o
July ¥, 16I8.
It is interesting to review the iterns set fordh in the petition in the ligh:
of subsequent events in the colonies:

1. Yoar Sabjecis bave imberited 1his Freedom, 1hai they thonid
nai be compelied vo comribate jo any Tax, Tollage, A4, or otber like
Charge zof sei By Comman Consent in Paltameni | . |

1, By the Grear Chanter of the Liberties of England, # i de-
thared and enzcied, That no Freemen niay be takew or imprisoned
* 3 * Lot by the Lawfal Jedgment of Biv Peers, or by the Law of the
Land.

. That vo Mon of whal Extaie of Conditien that Be be, shankd
&e pri ont af it Land or Tenevrents, wwor iaken, s2or imprironed, nor
ditherited (13c), nor put to Deuh, without being brosght lo answer
&y Dxe Procers of Law.

V1. Inbabttants again:t their Wils have been compelled to re-
ceive prest Comipanies of Soldiers asd Mariners into their Honrer,
and there to suffer tham 1o sojpars, against the Lavor and Cutiowr
of s Realm, and io the Gredi Grievance and vexadion of the Peo-
He. ..

VIIE . ¥riad of offenders according to the Justice of Martial Law,

&y Pretert whereof somne of yowr Mejestys Subjects bave been pai
&0 Degth, whes and where, I by 1be Laus and the Siatutes of the
Land 1hey bad deservad Death, by the same Lavs and Statutes oo
they mighl, and by no other ought to have beea adjrdged and zx-
ewated,

ﬂ T the time the colonists were first setding in Awmwerica, the strupgls
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