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The War of 1812 In Northwe
Background and Causes

rn Ohio

By W. M. Hrripvcer

1. MNoubwedernm Dbio in 1812

The term “Mecthwestern Ohio™, as used in this essay, means that por
fion of the State west of the “Firelands” and the “Congress Lands” of
1799-1804 and sorth of the fortieth parallel. This includes approx-
imately one fourth of the area of Ohio. The Greenville Treaty line di
vided this region, sefting off as Indian ferritery that portion lying north
af the fline?

The surface of this region varies gradually from low and flat zlong
Iake Eee fo gently rolling in the southemn part. The low watershed,
scarcely discernible, that scparates the Fasins of Lake FErie and the Ohic
River mos an irregular course north of the Greenvilie line. To the
somth of the divide the Scioto, Mad, and Great Miami rivers and their
tributades rise and stact their courses toward the Ohic. The morthem
section is crossed by twe karge rivers, the Sdncusky and Manmee, with the
shallow Porhage about midway between chern.  The Maumee in 1812 was
nzvigable to ships of any size to the foot of the rapids, some twelve miles
above its meouth—opposite the present viliages of Perrpsburg and Mau-
mee. These rapids continne for about eine miles, above which the river
i5 again navigable for small craft. The Maumee and its principal Eribm-
tary, the Anglaize, formed one of the prindpal rcutes of travel. Thus
the portage around the rapids became a place of strategic valus2

The Sandusky was navigeble to ‘he foot of the lower rapids, the pres-
ent site of Fremont.  Above the ripids small boats could condnue with-
out iaterrupkion fc the upper rapids, where Tpper Sandusky is now lo-
cated. With portages 2t the itwo sets of rapds canoes could travel the
Sendusky 2nd Little Sandusky to within thres-fousths of 2 mile of the
headwaters of the Scioto. Since the Sandusky reaches farther south than
any other giver in the enfire Great Lakes sysiem, and since the portage
between the Sandisky asd Sdoto was the shortest and easiest, this ronte
wizs the principal one used by the Indians and Frerch3
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NOTICE: This !nlataria!
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law. {Title 17 US Code) 5
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| Waterways are dfways valuable :5 mesns of travel in 2 frontier conn-
try, but in this region they assumed an additiona! importance, becaose 2
peet of northwestern Ohio was then swampy. There were many of these
boggy places, but the most nated of all was the “Black Swamp” which

" Jay between the Sandwsky and Maumee. It was about thirty-five to

forty miles wide and from a hundred to one bundred tweaty miles long.
These swamps were passable with reasonable ease ooly late in dry som-
mers before the stumn rains set in or in mid-winjer wheo frozen over.
Thus most ixavel was, of necessity, by waber. 4

When the War of 1812 opened therr was not a single mile of road
in northwestern Ohio.  The nearest approack to mads were the Indian
tr3ils, of which there were 2 number. Wherever possible these trails
fallowed such high ground as there was, for the higher places were Jess
boggy in summeztme and less likely to have deep drifted snow in win-
terime. ‘Thas the morth-south tmils followed the river courses along
the low ridges that wsually formed the rims of the flood plains. Near
Lske Frie the eag-west trails followed the low, sandy ridges woughly
paralleling the shore line. These ridges had been left by the retreat of
the ancieot glacial lake of that tegion. The principal east-west roate
was the “Great Trzil” from Pittsburgh to Detroit via the lower rapids
of the Sandusky and the Manmee mapids. The Sandasky-Scioto trail
from lake Frie tu the Ohio River was the most important north-south
route. It followed the courses of the rivers indicated by its name®

Northwestetn Ohio was almost wholly nninhabited by whike people in
1812. Thers were a few scatfered setflements south of the Greenville
line. Morth of this Fine thexe were only two centers of settlament. Oue
was about the mouth of the Maumee, the present site of Toledo. This
was described as a flousishing settlement of ‘perhaps three score families,
who wete mostly French. The other settlerment was at Sancusky, now
Fremort, at the foot of the lower rapics of the Sandusky River and at
the intersection of the Sandusky-Sdoto ind “Great™ trails. This setile-
ment consisted of a French Cathelic mission with two priests, a United
States Govemmen: fur trading post, acd a few wbins. Scattered sur-
vivors of the earlier Freach settlement there oconpied various places along
the lower Sandusky valley. There were also 2 few white traders around
Defiznce and at cther points zlong the Maumee and Auglaize. These
few white people residing aorth of the Greenville Hoe were within In-
dian territory and hence had no representation in the State Legislature.®
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The lndiax population of the terribary north of the Greenville line

wis estimated at ¢bout three thewsand, capable of raising about six or
seven bundred warrtors.  They belonged to many tribes, chiefly of Al
genquir: stock except the Wrandots znd Senecas who were Imquoyan.
Prdically all of them were comparative nevecomers to this 1ECI00, hay.
ing been disldged from thei- original homes by inter-tribal wars or by
pressute from white settlement. The one ceception to this were the
Miamis who ichabited a portion of their ancescral buniing proends shont
tie Maumee and Wabash in Ohio and indizna. Some of the fierce Saaw-
nees were setled about the headwaters of the St Mary's and Anghize
Their prncipal village was Wapakoneta. Hamison chamcterized them
a5 honest and upright. Tecumsek and his brother, The Prophd, belng-
ed i this group, although the principal sccoe of their artivitiss was in
the Wabash country. Oftawss lived near the Jower stretches of the Ag-
glaize and Bhnchard rivers. Delawares were localed aboct the uppec
Scivto and Olnfanzy. A past of ‘he Senecz Nation bad moved from

western New York to the Sandusky valley 2 jew years previoas to the

War. Their principal village, Seneca Towa, was oo the present site of

the village of OId Fort. They settled on Iands belonging to the Wyan.

dots® :

There were wo branches or divisions of the Wyandots, one in Michi-
82n inhabiting a sedes of villages stetching some twenty miles between
Detroit and Biownstossn on the Faron River. Waik-in-the-Water was
their principal chief, and Rovndhead was their war leader.  “The other,
or "neutral”, branch inhabited the Sandusky valey. This tribe was not
numercus, but it was the most powerful and jnileential of the Ohio In-
diams. Fhey were described as the boldest, strongest, 2nd most intelligeat
of al the northern Tndizns. They were fierce in war; in fact it was fre-
quently stated chat they were the only Indians of the MNorthwest who
considered it & disgrace to retreat from hattle. Yet they were merciful
and humane to prisoners. ‘They kept the grand calumet which was the
symbol of authority throughout the Northwest. Their Priacipal villape
was at “Sandusky”, new Fremont. They carried on a flourishing agri-
culture, partly by the use of Negro slaves. The principal chief of te
Sandusky Wyandots was Tarhe, “The Crane”, “a vererable, intelligent,
aod upright man,” Shetroae, ar authority on the sabject, sates Tarhe 25
the greatest chie’tain of Ohio, This is indeed an outstanding tribate, for
the Iist of Ohio Indians indudes the Delaware Frophet, Pontiac, Leather-
Eps, Logan, Litle Turtle, Corn Planter, the Half-King, Tecomseh, the

1
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Shawnee Prophet, Seneca Juhn, and namerovs others well known o whi-e
men®

Theze were abo a few scattered remnants of other tribes. }Lgn}n]:ﬁ
Mundies, selatives of the Delawares, lived alang;j::lmm&ndtus_ kymj?ﬁlzm
i itz of their is
indpal Wyandot vilage, snd the siiz of 5 n
ﬁ;:ls "lf:ixcie Hollow”. Small bands of Mohawks, Mchtca.n::, ﬂ];':rlm
goes, and Cayngas were present afso. Evenhally ths;r am;; d ﬁ:
selves fo the Senecas, and this gioup was knowa colledively as

dusky Senecas.”

2. Public Opirion in Okm

In order to understand the frontiersmen’s niazﬁon-s to the :v;ats tl:ﬂ:;.
led to the War of 1812, it is necessary 0 examline br_!e:'i}r;he aO ir;zt,
of public opinion and some of the fa:tn_ts moI&mg; 1t:_ inie thovest
era Ohio was almost uninhabited by white settlets,_lt is mecessary
to the moge setted paris of the State for these reartions.

"Fhe first wave of migration into the Ohio comtry follnin: ht:; Rem;
Iutionary Was, These first settlers were generatly man:.r ;1:5:5
their prime in the Revolution, or were the sons of Revo htwnarjrgl s
whose fortunes were trushed in that strogefe. ‘Iheyuxettm:lhm ef i
dernzss to coneeal their povesty—to get & aew start 11 thcnfuzfl ‘;,_m- -

ing Hheir cenditions.  To these were add;td a nnmbet v e
Lo B Gl i of b s v il

i = e became £5ta : - -
g?mtjflf IE::IP in large blodks o lm'-:i companies whe ;:; e::dm 5031
it to the setilers, usoally on credit.  Increasing dﬂflculﬁes_ tmd el n;:.J;
af the bavers unable to meet the payments. Bumef: atmmtead g
niaety P'E‘I cent of those who booght ltand on cedit steod theis

This caused fear tha: a system of Ianﬂ]m'dfsm, instead o
{]i;];:f;nldiugs, would result, 2nd this cordition was IPmkfabIe t::::h thx
independent frontiersmen. A wviolent wave _of dxssa:sfmcla::d mwe
government spread mapidly. A new land policy was deman [:uu o
Harrison served as ierritorial delegate to Congress be suocc.ss te,;s &
the sale of land to actual settlers in smai]et Pa.:oe]s ml;:;mss haﬂ -
r]wughthemwa.sremwed,thcfear,mmnty,an& E

wear off gradualiy.®
The Mississippi wes the nztural outlet for saleable produects from the

11
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Ohio country. The solicitude over closiap the issipps i
inereased th_e:ir BeO0MK Pmblmns—causfd m;ﬁﬁp:)}:i;—: t;hs: ;ﬁhﬁl
bat als:o against the Bast. In addition to the problem of the nivi tionpmﬂ
g_e M:.m?ﬂppi, Spai-n was charged with inciting the Indiins tc aftid:s -
e Erontier. Immediate war was urged in the West. When the Na*icz:j
m; a;!::zp:::i t:ﬁu:;;uije ﬂthe problem by diplematic means ra-

g proy ik i
Olz‘leans, it was charged Heat the Fast hal:; gﬁ:ﬁiiisﬁmﬁi
f::eﬂze ijcst E_if its sights. The West felf isokited, abaaéon‘-:d, and
ﬁ;uz ed. § ession was threatened. ‘Then the difiicnlties with France

fowing the catification of Jay's ‘Ireaty made Prance temporasil
ﬂ.IE role of- vllain. A new esemy appeared co the sceanoand i;’s -
gliemeut stirred the frontier. The cessation of hostilities ’E:if}i I"ran;e;::

e mbsei]uent purchase of Levisiana removed these sources of irritati

but the bitterness and suspicion wers not agsnaged immediately 10 o

) The British held a group of American posts in vickation of the poovi
sions of_t‘i:e Treaty of Pasis and even constructzd a pew fort at theI;;:!‘
tn;ee- Eapids. Thi_s, was oot anly evidence of enfmendliness on the past :;11;

e Bntlsf?, but it put them ir 2 positior of iaflncoce with the Ingdi
and permithed Britsh trzders to dominate the valuzble for trad ) ';‘tl:[::
resilessness (If-ﬂ]E Indians and their determination ro resist f:r;;c:r
cmach:nfutr: o the Americans was thus Jaid at the door of the British ﬂ;
was 'far easict to blame the British “or this trouble than 1o see it as- i’l*t
l?ﬁ'ﬂtable resu_lt of their own expansion and he activities of “anp N
oipled, wandenng traders, wholly urconnected with the pioneer setlgxm'
wfm sold liquor to Fie Indians and systematically robbed tiem Ik i Ei[s
tafn, I_wwwer, that the Biitish weee m sympathy with #he —[nd;ans' ﬁ;“
mination t?' resist the “designs of this pemseverng rapacions and amhit?
fd 1:;2];“,1::: ;::.:;D evijc]lfzm:e that the Britich supplied not ondy atms
: white auxiliaries wha itipated ja th -
ﬂ-t_‘ of Falien 'I:unbem 1t was chazged that the BE;?:;J I:I:d oot fﬂtf:en: att
gtve vp the Northwest. Wayne's victory at Fallen Timbers and Je .
Treaty temporarily zemoved the British and Indan. threat, bo i ¢h
fear and hatred remained. 12 ot s e

The Republitan perty—that is, the then Republicin or Jeffersonian
partjr—-_fonnd warm support in the West, The Fedealists were consid
ered arfstﬂc_:ais. Thke frontiesmen, with their democratic  spirit -:;
economic difficalties, conld brock no pittensicos of aristocmsf? Ee

re

e
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oppositice to the Federalists was increased by the dissatisfaction with
the goveroment. The members of the territorial administrztion were Fed-
erdists, appoictees of Wishington and Adams. The Republicans, unable
0 secare control of the rerrtorial government, and farther irmtated by
Governor St. Clair's arbitrary acts, lanched a demand for statehood. This
weas vigorously opposed by the members of the territorial administration,
their friends, and politicsl satellites Political differences were brought
to Fever heat; prejudices, passicns, suspidons, and enmity were arpused
that cortinued for years

Still another Factor was the activity of Aazon Burr. The gereral pub-
lic did rot koow definitely what Burr's plans and echjects were, but the
Olso seitler believed he intended o detath a porticn of the Missssippi
Valley, ;

. wichedly Zeviring and intending the peare and sranguility of

ihe said Uwited Siater to divnrk and sy, move, avd excite ipsurres. .
. liom, sebellion and war against the suid United Stafes . . .

The suspicion that Burr was cnnected with Brtish agents increased the
resentments.  Contemporary bavelers reported that Burr was the chief
topic of comversation in the West. The reaction of the frontier to the
Burr episode was additional anger against Great Brifuin and the spreed of
a wave of blatant nationalism. 3

From the foregoing it is evident that the people of Ohio were in 2
chromic state nf excitement, difficulty, fear, irritaticn, anger, frustration
and rescotment. This explains the violence of their readion o the In-
dizn— Canadian sitoation.

5. The Indian Problem

The Indiar, problem in the Northwest during the decade preceding
the Tar of 1812 was nether new por difficalt to account for. The War
was the final chapter in 2 long history of conflict ja the Nostawest that
was the inevitable result of the impact of two races so di*ferent in mode
of life, economy, arlture, tradition, and conception of land temare,

The Indian population of the Nosthwest at this time was perhaps less
than fifteen thomsand, capable of raising somewhat Jess than three thou-
sand warriors. They belonged to several #ribes, among the more fmpor-
tant of which were Kickapoos, Delawares, Shawnees, Potbawottamies,

1%
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Wyandots, Ottawas, Sacs and Foxes, Chippewas, Winnebagoes, and

Miamis. There were also Weas, Eel River i
%, and Piank:
realiy branches of the Miamis. 34 hans, who were

These Indians closest to the white settlements ard most access’ble to

the traders were n a sorry plight. They were crowded, especially in In-

diana, and that meant less hunting gromnd.  As dhe wave of white sek
Hement a_dvmced the suppiy of game decressed zpidiy, for “one white
honter will destroy mare game than five of the common Indiaps.” A
ga.:m:_bacanr scawce hunger and even starvation became prevalent. Tlg.
pranapled, greedy traders fornd these Indians easy prey, especiall : vehen
a plentifal supply of liquor was at hand, for . . I !

whiikey was s all imporient factor in the fur trade. Not only did
& drxlm.ée?z Indizz lose all resre of vdwe Bur owre reduced to 2 1ta.
Por i war eary 1o shoriaweight bim.

Hartison stated that six thonsand sallons -of wh

: . skey were brovght an.
nnally to the Indians of the Wabash Valley, who mflfai:aed pruhflf‘y :nlx
hendeed warriors. White men's diseates, once introduced :ﬂwn‘ ik
Indians, took a terrfic ol 15 s

The Indiass of the more distant tribes of the I

; Northwest had nat yet
been cuuiauuuated.by the manch of “sivilization”. They were "geuﬂjly
well clathed, bealtry 2nd vigorous”  But those close to the borders of

- settlement were “half-naked, filtby anc enfecbled with Intoxication,™

They wee abused and plundered with impunity. 'Their heaith and birth
rate declined.  Abcve alli, they lost sheir self-respect and dignity.16

President Jefferson was as land-han, i
out his adeeinistration he porsued 2 wﬁ;;“::’:éﬂ‘?;:hﬁiﬂ;m |
as rapidly as_possih!e. Harrison, ever anxious to please l:Dis patron, exe
CE]II‘.‘(I tllae‘PoI:qr wich avidity. Wiihin a period of iwo and a haIfJ Ears
enght distinct treaties were wade with the Nothwestern lodiarns 27 !

Despite Hamison's conscieetions efforts to amel;
es] s orate the Indians’
condition by prohibiting the sale or gift of liquor to them, by forhidding
traders o i?lhw the Indians oa husting expeditions, ard by leng re-
posis deploting conditions; despite Jefferson's rosy outlook fhat
;bey dare beroming sensible that the eorth yields subsivtence with
ess labor and more ceriainty thaw ihe forest, and Yind it 1o their in.

14
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_ fevext from tine to Hme o dispose of parts of ther surplny and weste
lands for the means of imfroving ihole the) ovcapy amd of subrisking
their familier while shey are prepaving theiy farwms

this kand policy 2nd the manifestation of it in the series of treatics caus-
el a growing restlessness that was apparent by 1805 or 18067%

It kas been said that the War of 1812 centers around three Indians:
Tecumseh, the Prophet, and Tache. Cerhainly all played important pads.
Tecurrssh and Elskwatawa, bis boother, better knowa as “The Prophet”,
were Shawnees born abont 1768-70 near the present sitz of Springfield,
Ohio. Tecumseh was ren or twelve years old when his village was de-
stroyed by an expedition led by George Rogers Clark,  Randall stated
that th's act, which Tecomseh witnessed, mmade an indelible impression on
the youth, and that be vowed eternal opposition to the forther advance

of white settlers. ™

The Prophet came into prominence catlier (about 1804} than did
Tecumseh. The Prophet’s aims eriginally were neither poliical nor mili-
tary, but we-e religions, ethical, and economic and grew oot of the real-
ization of the bad inflvence of the impact of the whites on the Jndians.
The policy sounded simple. It was to stop drinking Eiquor, forsake the
ways of the white man, and re-adopt their ascestral mode of life. This
i¢ strongly rminiscent of the dodrines of the Delaware Prophet of the
petiod 1760-63. This is not strange, for the Indians were saperstitious,
aad “‘prophets” appearcd amopg them from fime to tme.  The Shawnee
Prophet pained many adberents, and they actally practiced at least a
part of his teachings.®® .

But Tecamseh, smarting voder the land sessions of 1803-035, decided
that more direct action was necessary. He planned 2 geperal confeder-
azy of all Indians to stop fovever the cacrozchments of the white race.
He proposed to estsblish the Ohio River as 1 permanent boundary be-
tween tha rzces and that land sales mast be made by the consent of all
Indians sather than by Individual tribes. Ferumseh traveled from the
Great Lakes to Flonda urging the Indians to join tire proposed confed-
eracy. 2

Throughoat the period 1805-1811 Tecumsch and Harrison played &
game of diplomatic tag. Hanrison was slternately alarmed and reassured;
be was striving conscientiously to avert a break when he received in-
structions to acquite more lind. Tt is doubtful whether Joffersor real

15
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ifzed the coosequences of such a step at that time, for he was apparently
sincere in kis professions of a desire for peace. Mawmison, staving o
please, negotiated a treaty at Fort Wayne by which Indian claims were ex.
tnguished o twe million oise hundred thousand acres.  Ancther with
the Kickapoos followed shortly. Meanwhile Governor Hull negotiated

. breaties at Detrsif and Browisiown. 22

This pew series of lind acquisitioas was onsidered by Tecumseh to -

bz a direct challenge, and he sccepeed i as such.  His cause wis strength-
ened considerably. Some of the younger braves decanded war at onge,
but Temraseh held then in check. He wanted to wait ontil ais -l:(:u:nfi:dj
emcy onid be completed.  Meanwhile he was indefatigable in collect-

. iog warriors, perfecting this confederacy scheme, ind generally prepar-

ing for war. A great drought and premature frost in 1811 made £raps
ZEort and pame scarce. Hunger incressed the restlessness of the In.
fans., =

While Teaunsch was on 2 mission 0 the sonthern Fndians the jm.
pending conflict materialized ab Tippecsnoe, November 7, 1811, In so
far as Indian telations were mnceraed, this was really the first battle of
the War of 1812. ¥t was the immedia'c and direct resslt of the land
ia.cqnisiii'ons of Harison and Hall. While usvally tegarded as an Amer-
ican viclory, Tippemoos was not an overshelmiog cne. It Jid oot coush
the Indian opposition. It did, however, seriously interfere with Te-
cemseh's plans. From his point of view the coflict had been prematnre.
Tke Prophet's infleence was greatly weakened by his part in the batfle.24

4. The idand of Great Britain

_ Druring these troabled relations with the Tadians of the Northwest the
proneer saw or suspected the hand of Great Britain behind the scenes,
_G*Iﬂt Brinin was naturally a villsin to the frentiersmen and the exper-
tences of the 1790's had not been forgoiten. Harnson's correspoudence
is full of charges that British agents were fomenting trouble, and that
the Prophet was in constint commuaicatica with the British 2t Fort Mal-
den. William Wells wiote to him in 1807-

L is my opinion that tbe Britith are al the bottom of d! this Bug-
ness ard depend on it that if we bave war with them that many of
ihe Indian ivibes will take an artive Pt againgt s | B

_In the sprirg of 1808 Hartison reported thet the Delawares hod re-
ceived a communication from the British stating that hostilities against

14
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. the United States were anticipated and asking the Pelawares o poin with

them., The Delawzres refused. #n the antemn of the same year Har'

rison reported the presence of British iraders, who werz without licens-

es. They were insolent and were well supplied wth whiskey. By 1810
Harrison stated that nc fromliersman
will besitate to balieve that the Fropbet iv a too! of Brizish fearr or
Britih awarice, designed for the parpose of forming a combinaion
of the Indians, which in case of wat between that power and the
[Fmiied Siates may asisi them im the defenre of Copada, or a5 g
wweans of Eeepizg back our settlements . . %8

Hagison was not alone in attribating the Indians’ uorest to the British.
Goveroors Hull ard Chirk were sending in similar reperis from Michigan
and Rifssouri. Scom not only the whole frontier, it also official Wash.

ngton was sirred by these satements. 2

5. Y¥e Demand for Canada

As early 25 1807 war with Great Britsin was anficipated, but defensive
meazures omly were then considered. Bui when the Twelith Congress
convered in the [ate fall of 1811, 2 pew note was stk The comguest
of Canada was boidly and insistenily demanded 6

The deinand for Carada was a complex reatter of losg, slow growth.
In 1778 Washingoen said of the arquisition of Canada:

Tt is mowch to be wirhed . . Becsuse of 25 interconrse and ronnexion

with the numerons wiber of western Indians, itr companics with

them by water and other Jocal advartages, 3 will be a leasi a frozble-
rome if not @ Aangerous weighbor to ws; and oaght, at al evenis,
lo be in the same interest and politics, as ibe other Siates.
The belief in the ultimate annexation of Caeada had a comtfonoas ex-
istence from the Bevolotion to the War of 1812, bot uniil sbout 181C
sach annexation was thought of 15 2 matter for the indefinite fatums, the
United States having neither the strength nor motive for immediate
conquest

‘The crystallization of sentiment for the immediate conquest of Canada
about 1510-1812 was the result of the Interaction of several factors. First
the trouble with Spain over the West Floxida question made war
with that power imminent. Becanse of the alliance berween Spein and
Great Britain, it was geoerally felt that war with the former would in-

1F
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volve the latter also ™ A sscond factor was the ]
E = ealons Americans
of the British for their domination of the Indian irur mjc;ei_jgl

haA 'ﬂ]jrd‘ f:actar was rianifest destiny. This is nsually sapposed &0 bave
.d 15 origm some twd decades fater. This belief and activatiog prin-
ciple that the American people were ondained to acquire and ocoupy more

and more of North America was itself a complex suater resulting From

the inferaction of many fadors: social, empomi bricts iti

psychological, Pbi?mopi:ica.l, and perhaps Evangeﬁ(:’l PET(: tcﬁchpu;:g,
or only soue of taese factors, let us Jook first af ceriain economic ﬁ:rc&y
:I'hl‘.: steadily incressing pepulation of the United States plas ifs d‘
ing economy demznded an abundance of cheap land.  Also the weaxs:fnul,-

unscientific vse of land along the Atlantic seaboard and the Piedmoot

regions soon exhansted *he fertility of the soi! and added increased pres-

sure for cheap virgin aces.  Thern, too, the typical pioncer was a rest -

less fellow, driven by hunger, ever on the move and ever searching For
new and more productive fiehds. In short, the people of the l:_IZited
Sttes wanted more land, and in a5 advantageons locations as possibh

The frontiersman of that period was 2ccustomed o buaild his cpabin ;f-
logs, to fence his clearings with cails split from logs, 20d to nse wood
for fuel Hence the sparsely tHonbered Pprairies to the west did not 2

peil to him. Alse, the prairie region was then tog far from fstablisll:-
ed markets to provide feasible oatlets for his prodece.  ‘The Fast was a]_
ready sectlex_iﬂmd over-crowded in lac point of view of the pioneer 'I'he
western prairies did not appeal to him. Therefore Expansion at ﬂ3a£ de

necessarily meant going noxth or south, T xih I
south lay Florida.32 - + 10 the north Ly Canada, and

1t is notable that in practically all cases the project of i
-uf Canada.was wnseparably linked with that of té:;. ::rquisiﬁic D:'EZ";;‘::
idas. Sectionafism was a strong foree, and the Principle of a balance of
:pcﬂwerbetvfcen the North and South was zlready well estzblished There
is some evidence that the expansionists made z “deal” whereby mh e
tron was {0 gan ia appraximately equal proportion and thus not d:'s;:rb
the ba.!ance of power. In othe- words, the annexation of the Floridas—
potential slave territory and eventnal slave state or stabes—uwezs to be bal-
anced by the acquisition of Canada—potential free tersitory and eveniual
_fme state or shites with their representation in Congress and paticularly
in _thc _Umtefi States Senate where each State regardless of size or popn-
Iation is entitled to two Senaters. Henry Clay of Kentucky was f;tl;;:

1
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ably the most mflucotial advorate and certaindy the mcst arficuiate and
e'oquent in promoting this cual expansion. He declared
Bat [ must e permitted io conclude by declaring my bope to ee,
ere long, the new United Stwtes—if yow will diow me the exprersion
——embracing ol only the old toirieen Stutzs, bat the entive counriry
east of the Minsirsippi, induding Far Florida, and some o] the ter-
tovier fo ibe north of w5 alse.®

When the Twelfth Congiess convened jost three dars before Tippe-
cnoe 1 group of new, selalively young memwbers principally from the
Carolinas, Kentady aml Tennesser gaired control of the House of Rep-
resentatives znd elected Cly Speaker. This gnup seon came to be
known as the “War Hawks”; they wanted war agairst Great Britaio
aad beldly demanded immediate conquest of Canada.3?

Probably most ‘mportant factor of all promofing the desire for Canada

was the strong convicion that the British had entered into an voholy

affiance with the savages and that the British were responsible for ail
the Todizn difficulifes in the MNorthrwest, and more paticelarly the ac
tivities of Tecumseh and the Prophet. The belief berame strong hat the
cnly way to pacify the Erontier and to permit nnrestrained expansion into

the Northwest was fo strike a dedsive blow at Capada—to paralyze the

nerve ienter of Indian opposition.

The foltowing quotation from the Democratic Frers as printed in Ths
War, 2 New Yook weekly, for July 18, 1812 seems to express the gen-
eral seatiment:

"Fe do mol wan Cawada 12y seme . . . Gramted . . . A man
might poi wan: to cudgel that which war aplifted to shrike bim . . .
but would be rot therefore endeavor to wiest it from bis adversary?
Lision, 1he Britich minister, once declared, in an official dispach,
that Britain "“hefd Canada as « rod over the United Stater”.

Expressions of similar sestimerts are mumerous.  An editorial in the
same ssue of The War stated that “evidence of British activities among
the Indians is so presumptive, that even the advocztes of Britain do no:
venture longer to deny it and that pussession of Canada wias necessary
k> our peace. 'The issuc of July 4 comained an editorial stating it "2
peace That would leave Britzin in possession of Cinada would be worse
than wat.” The Nationa Imtelligencer, {Washington) cartied an ac
count of Canada in the issue of Moverber 23, 1811, and stated that the
acoourt would be continned, the nexi instzilment dealing with “water,
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.mi!, :md pmdufzion of Canadas—the populatien and character of the
mhab:iants—t}mﬁ military strength, and their importance to the United
States.” The same pajer cartied 1 contribution, in the sue of Feh

22, 1812, by someone signing himself “Comsmon Senss” readin “All
agree that Canada must be ovrs; and it s, petbaps, essential o theg,“' tare
security and bappiness of the United States that Cazada shouid b;:ram
a pait of them.” The Fredonian, 2 newspaper published at Cigclevill i
Ohio, stated ia the issue of May 2, 1812, “They (the British) anust be;
f.ln‘r ever driven from all their Possessions in America, and thei- d and
faithied allies must be limited to the coantry beyond the Miss_[sfim' ali
fore we can expect to enjoy the blessings of peace.” o

F’m:ally, it was helieved that the conqeest of Canada would be t
that time, 25 Britain was involved in the MNaroleonic wars. I.itﬂzﬂ-
tance from the Canadians was anficipated. In Fact, it was confident]
hﬂpc,:d ﬂ:ai: many Canadians would flock 1o the American standard mci
the imvision were started.  The Ameritans cverlooked the fact Sat a
tchon’z:td;zble d};ﬁim r::l the Brglish-speaking Canadizns were Eopalists or

eir descendints— f i i
o for ncnts e tzf;e:s from the AmencmARmInton with small

Irto this explosive sentiment oa the fronfier and ;
news of Tippecance. The whale Counkry was ag:it:t]edcmﬁg?ssn:t;fs ti;
pablic sfety were organized along the froatier scotlements, ind Cop-
gress was petitioned for protection. ‘The British were b]'an;ed for the
outreak, and war fever mse to a criticzl roint.#¥

FOOTNOTES

1. There were certain exceptions o this—spevified muces i
g;:s FUIposts hy_ the Trc_aty of. Gr:mviljl::c:md mbanﬁcl;:?;::d;;r 1;an—
2 Srbes Inie i 8563, 587 7 ot o8,
3 SEOTY 1M - B. Guittean, Him 7
106. Tn 1812 the Mantiee was calied m‘iﬁ‘i’f %ﬁ?ﬂ' tﬂlfeﬂrffés'l'm’
distinzuish & from the Miamic of the Ohiy Valley - The Aglaize was t:ng
5 ;’;ﬂgrs]y _knnwn a5 Ar Glaize” “Grand Glaize”” “Glaize™ pod “"Cttaws ™
- N O ___v:gﬁr:rﬂm of Northwew Obis, 1. 152; Keeler, “The Sanduky
B O e R b, el S
[p],ﬂzdrlphh’ 1818) p__e:'ﬁ]_ w 05, 1807, 1509, 1B1C¢ & 1821

4. The War; Being 2 Fuitbial Record of the Trasctions of the War betroven

the United Stater and the Umiied Xa
. ] Kimgdom, » wols. {H.
:fuogw?:sth.md Compaay], ){ug_ 22, Dec 12, 1812, pp. fiﬂf 11{)5 1&315151,
[1;;‘?;} .,ﬂdih!l,ml;. }I?;_ léisc&lf;::; Histary ei't;éie ml::e War in the Western Conmry
fomy degrees was .nne- ncﬂﬁnucmmspﬁ o e Ofiio nodh of
205 W s swamp. Haroson to Eusti
Nov. 15, 1812 in Isgan Esarey, (ed.}, Mecsages and Itﬂer.:m at}sstjimzfﬂiarl;
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Horrivas, I, 214; Sepmel Williams, Tioe Westers Canpaigns in the War of
1312-13 [Cincinmati, 1870}, 2021, Henry Adams called the swamp a bea-
der as =Hfectizal as the Ardes. Adams Histery of the aited Siater, VI, 72
Harrisoa reported the Bladk Swamp “half-leg deep” in Jaly, 1£13.  Hamisen
s Armstrong, Secrecary of War, July 23, 1813 in Esarey, op. ot 11, 495.
T. H. Palmer, ed., Hirtorical Register of the Usited Srater {Philadelphia,
1814}, IF, 4; Williams, Tawen Wariern Campoigns, 18: . C. Shetrone, “The
Indian iz Ohio,” Obfo Arch, asd His. Soc. Pxb., XXVIL, 307-308; Keeler,
“The Sandushy River,” fov. cir, XTI, 19%8-193

Fabmes, Hirtorical Eegister, I, 1; The War, Aug. 22, 1852, p. 40; Winter,
History of Nortbawer Okio, 1 99, 157 Considerabie tonfesion hss arisen
becanse of the prevalénce of the name “Sandusky” in dhis regicn.  Tae wond
itself s of Wyandot origin and is vaiously transated e “der waler” “at
the eold wemter,” “rold water within gobls,” and “deep water within pools”
‘The /sandok applied this name to the river and its valley which they in-
pabited and dso fo each of their villages. Thus shere was a "Sandusky™ at
the lower espids, another at the npper rapids, and still ancther about foor
miles below the upper rapids. ‘o onder to distingish these phces the white
tavelers and settlers prefized the texms “Lower,” “Upper,” and “OId” resper-
tively. AL the time of ibe Wa- of 1312 the scttlement at the lower rapids
was offidally called “Sandmsky,” while it was known locailly as “Lower
Sandusky.”” “This was fe “Sandusky” of the French, of Pootiar’s conspr-
@y, Bradstreet’s expedition, Boones caphivity, Rewvolutionary activitics,
Waynes references, the U. 5. fur tmding post, etc.  The present city of
Sandusky ‘wes not settled wntil 1317, Tt wes oginally kaowa as “Ogonts’s
Place,” later as “Porfland,” and still later as "Sendusky ity It did oo
sdopt ihe came “Sandusky” nolil two decades after the War of 1812 {See
Feeler, "The Sandusky River,” Ohio Arch. and Hist. Soc. Psb., XII 193,
209: Wastin, "Origin of Ohic Place Mames,” Joc. dt, EVL, 277} To orde
Iy avoid confision aresent place cames are used here. B J. Lossing, Péger-
i Piald Book of she War of 1512 (N. Y. 18691, 49, Amer. State Pup., Ind.
Afi, L 753z C. E Slocum, The Obio Commicy, (N, Y., 1919) 180-131.

o Indians in porthwest Ohic placed the qumber at 2600.
Winter, pp. 1., L 189. John Joboston, Iodian zgent, ccported the number
it 2000.  (Mile's Heginor, Mac 14, 1813, II, 32} 'This is appasently too
Tow, = it does mot incude several fragments of triles then residing in
northwestern Ohio.  Sketone, ~The Indian in Ohic”, Ohio Arch. and Hit.
Soc. Peb., XEVIL, 317; Harrison to Aumstoong, Secretary of War, Mar. 22,
1814 in Esarey, (ed) Mesrager emd Letters, T, 636, 677,

According to Wyandot tradition the Sandusky or “neutnf” banch, tired of
the long warfare with tie Irequois Confedermecy, dechircd 2nd maintained
their neutrality between the Confederacy and the branch of the Wyaadots
which contioned the stgple.  Harmson o Asmstrong, Seactary of War,
Mar, 22, 1814 in Fsarcy, {od.). Mensger avd Leiters, I, 636, §33; Winter,
History of Northwert Oo, I, 175-176. Tarhe was vaziously spelled Ta-he,
Take, Tarke, and Tarhe. The nidmme "The Trane” was spplied to him
by the French beciuse of his tafl, mngrdar build. Tashe wis erginally 2
wior chicftsin and war leader, but be was the cnly oae of Ihittees Wyan-
dot choeftains to snrvive e beitle of Pallen Timsers and thus became both
war el and principal diief. Shettone, “The Indian in Ohin", Ohbio Arch.
ind Hist. Snc. Peb, XX VH, 39,

Jacoh Burnet, Notzs on the Faly Suilewent of the Norsh-Westers Teri.
1ory (Cincinmati, 1347}, 42, 45-46, £30-452; Aweals of Comprers, & Cong.,
I, 209210, 327, 557-338, 625, 650-652, 64L, 683, elc. .
Awmer. $t. Pap, For. Rel., 1, 280-283; Burret, Notes, 1G4, 295, 145-446;
John B Latine, dwericar Foreign Policy {Gexden Gity, N. Y., 1927), 36,
95-98.

Amer. 51, Pep., For. Rel, I, 48, 461463, Col, McKee lo Lt Gov. Simexe,
Juiy 25, 794, MS, (copr), Hayes Memonial; Aswals, of Cougress, 4 Cong,
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L 128%; Barnet, Noter, 58, £73, 471 Slocum, Fhe 657
Mich. Pioweer and Hist. Soc. Cofl, XX, 226, 351: Re;:nf ??’ésm
Lt Gov. of Upper Canada, Apr. 11, 1794 A5 (opy}, Hayes Memorial

12 Boveel, Noser, 298, 341, 342, 347-349  See McClintock, “OChiv's Birth

Struggle”, Ohip Arch. and Hist Ser. Paé, XI 4470- Bacl “The Stmg
sle For Ststehood in Otrio.™ for. . XKBTL dzsps et i

13. Buoo's indicteent in duwals of Comgress, 6 Cong., I Append, 385, Append.

pp. 385-178 contaim the proceedings of Burr's toal. See Jeffewson'

:!ie to Congress, Jan, 22, 1807. James D. Richaidson, ’(Iecl}. H:r.:&:;
2d Papers, X, 812414 Bee also James 'Wilkinson, Memoirr ol M -ﬂ'g
Times, 11, Awne's, 19 Cong., I, 1988, Harrison skted thap Bacr z{mv,:z
woney from the Buitish minister, Ses Harrison to Jefferson, July 16, 180%
? _];'fan:y, {ed} Masages asd Leigers, 1, 298, Bdelish, Travefy 350-351<
. Schultz, Travels On Au Inlend Joyage . . . 1807 wnd 1308 (Bew York,

1810), 15%; John Lambert, Travels Thromgh Conada and the United 3n
. .. 1806, 1807, 1808 (London, 1813), 405606, e

14, The latest official estimate of the Indian population of the MNortkwest Ter-

15

1A

i7.

18.

.

citory prior bo 1312 was made in 1582, 1t placed the number of warr
five tabbhmsand. {dwer. 3. Pap, Fed. Aff, 1, 13.) That would akoelsﬂ::
md' I about twenly to teentyflve thousand, I the Wabash valley the In
ians -:Iec_rased from the estimated totel of two thensaud jn 1789 io six
hundred in 1801, (Awer. 52 Pap., Ind. Aff., §, 13; Hamison to Deasborn,
E;:;etag :L War, July 15, 301 in Bsarey, {ed}, Meage and Lesters I,
29 more semoie sections this dacrease was ot so saped, o th’m;
was 1o decease ot all. Mence the estimate of abowt fifteen Hhonsand, is rea-
fgn:!:gs actnai;. estae aJs;) ﬁ?mﬂ_ S5t Pap., Ind Aff, I, 687-696; Hardson
rg,-;: - 23.;& ecretary o ar, Mar. 22, 180 in Esarey, Message: and Fer

Harrson o Deathorn, Seceetary of War, Jaly 15, 1801 in abid, I, 27, 29:

Burnee, M H e " '
ﬁeb., .:%932?1;5 3.911, George Coel, “From Ashderr ¢ Astor”, By Magaine,
arris T
323-’3;;:? > Deasborn, fuly 135, 1861, loc cir, 1, 29; Bauret, Notes, 324,
Jetfesson to Haerison, Dec. 22, 1804 io Esarey, red.}, Mesraper
. A . and Leito
}ori”i‘?}wszg. Egaru;mlib; Armstiong, Sex ey of War, Iti?; 22, 131;'?“,
foc. it = - See rothy B. Guehel, Williom Hewry Hesriton, 94-104:
Adans, Hisory, V1, 74 Treaty 2 Fort Wayee, Jaue 7, 1803, with the
Kicka POOS, Ed Bivers, Piankeshaws and Kaskadias, Deinw:rﬂ,'sl:sawm&s
! ;a_rnl:tamfs, and Miamis. (th&. St Pap, Tud. Aff, I, 6887 About
52000 swes were ceded by this one creaty. (Goehel William He
Herrfion, 4.} At Vincennes, Ang. 13, 1803, with the K.askaskms fzia-fwj
St Pap, Tmd. Aff, 1, 687.) At Vincennes, Ang 18, 1804, with the Ddﬂu
wates. {Ibd, 682-690.F Af Viacennes, Ang 77, 1804, with the Piank::
shaws, (I5d, 690} Ar 3¢ Youis, Nov. 3, 1804, with the Sacs and Foues
(1bid, 694) At Fort Industry, July 4, 1805, with the Wyandots, Otirwas,
Chippewas, Muncies and Delawares, Shawnces, axd Potewotiamies L)
65.) At Grouseknd, Aug. 21, 1865, with the Delawares, Pottawottamis,
amis, Bel Rivert and Weas. (lbid, 695697.} At Vincernes, December
0, 1605, with the Piankeshaws. * {Ibad., 704-705.) P
‘Ha:_us:m’s peoclamation, July 70, 186 in Esare;: {ed.}, Mewages
iers, I, 31, 32. Harmson tu_Deatbnn:, Jiy 13 1891, io i&if.ﬂ I,ﬁ';ij-‘;‘;f
Same o seme, Ma:, 3, 1803 in ibid, 7684 Apousl Message 1o Congress
Bec, 3, 1805 in Richardson, {ed) Meirager and Papers, }, 386-387 Hai-
som to J’et}:enon, Juiy 5, 1806 in Esaiey, pp. iz, 3, 193: Hauisan's.mess
to the Indiana Terr, Legis., Nov. 3, 1806 ‘n ifid, 199, age
;,iIz-;rronTe, "Ihe Indian in Ohic”, Ohic Arch, and Hist Soc. Pab., XXV,
> mammimh mmcans “ame who passes across jatervening space, from oge
poiot to s 4. 2.z meteof.  (Shetrenz, e it 435) Elsiwatawa

22
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roesns “open door”.  Iéid., 430. Iakch exphined that a part of Termmsch
and the Pmophets fnfluence came fhrough supemnstuml powers being ascaibed
1o them becawse they were two eof 2 set of miplets  He stated that Simon
Kenton told Bim tha: he (Eeotor) had Beard this many times from Shaw-
ness whose veracity he could nct doubt.  (Hetch, Hirtary of the Wer of
1812, B8) McMaster apreed with this statement.  (MrBlster, History, I,
529.] The third menber of the teio is s2id o have achiered no distinction.
Shetrone, on the contrary, stated thar the Prophet wes youoger than Tecum-
seh.  ¢Sheton=, “The Indian in Ohic”, Giio Awech. and Hisl. Soc, Pxb.,
HXVIL, 430.) Randsll stared that after exfpostive teseanch he detenmined
definitely that Tecumseh was bora in 1768, that he was alcer than the
Prophet, and ‘thet the Jatter was 2 twin, {Readall, “Teoamseh, the Shawnee
Chief”, Ohin Arch, and Hist. Soc. Pab, XV, 428, 495-496.) There 15, how-
ever, soie cvidence ot Tecumseh was born in 1770, Sex alsp Randall, op.
cit, 431 and Sactrone, op. eff, 332
MAfee, Fistory of ibe Late War, 18, Hemison specificlly mentionsd the
Prophct for the first Hme eatly ie 1806, Hamison's speech o the Delswares
in Esarer, {ed), Merseger and Leters, 1, 383-134. Shetooe, a2 cir, 437,
The Propbet tn Harrison, #ng. 1, 1808 in Fsarey, . e, 1, 200300, Fran-
cit Parkman, The Conspinscy o Pomdar (Bostom, 1913}, L, 172, Capt.
Williarn Wells to Harrison, Amg. 20, 1807 in Eszrey, of. i, I, 239, A
new villsge, “Tippeceace, was established in the mpper ‘“Wabash walley. Har-
sison reported that the inkabstants bad stepped drinking whiskey and were
tilling the soil.  (Fzemson e Dearborn, Secestary of War, Fuly 12, 1808 in
Esarey, op. ., 1, 295-296.)
Harrison to Tosts, Secretary of War, June 14, 1810 in Esaréy, op. &, L
423, Same to same, Awg. 22, 1810 m 78, 1, 463, Brock 1o Lowd Liver-
pool, Awng. 29, 1812 im #fd, II 102, See Hatch, Hinary af the War of
1812, 11, 13; McAfee, Hitory of the Late War, 21, 23,
Fer this sarrespondence see Esavey, (ed), Messages and Letters, 1, especially
PL. 18090, jeffencn tu Hamison, Dec. 22, 1808 in Esurcy, op. o, 1
492.323. Aser. 52 Pap., Ted. AfF, L 747, 757, 761, T62-763. Harrison
to Enstis, Secretary of War, MNow 15, 1809 in Fserey, of. &l L 393, Wi
estimated that the freaties of 1£03-1805 snd 1806-09 pecduced the hunting
prounds of the IndianaIlkinois Indians to one fifeth their former size.  See
Goebel, Wiltiew Hexry Horriron, 95.
TEsarey, ap. 5. 1, 423, Lt Col. 5t. George, -neddiessed memorandum, Mar
o, 1812, Mich. Pioaser and Hist. Sac. Cofl, XV, 81
See Hamison's sepoit of De batle, Amer 3 Pap, Ind Aff, 1 Ti-T72;
Flaich, Hizory of the Bar of 1812, 15; Adzms, Hivery, ¥, 67, IeMaster,
History, 111, 129, 33%; Goebel, Williem Hemry Harritom, 1135 Efiott to
Brock, Jan, 12, 181% in Mich. Fioneer and Zlist. Soc Call, XY, 67; Shet
rone, “The Indfan in Ohic™, Chio Arch and Hist. Soc Pab, XEVII, 436
McAfes, Hivtory of 1be Fase Was, 21, 13, 24; Hatch, Fifsory o} b War o]
1512, 8-11; McMaster, af i, 1, 530; Harnsco to Dearbern, Secretary
of War, Feb. 19, 1802 i Fsarry, (ed}, Messager amd Lelters, I, 37-38;
Wells to Hamrson, Aog. 20, 1807 in Esarey, op. oft, I, 242, "William Wells
was & seout of ability, an accurate chserver, and well versed in Tndiae mat-
ters.  He-was the sndnlew of Little Turile ané henes was suppesed to
hiave had Toncerground” amess to vital information concerning Indizn plans.
See also Wells to Hamison, Aug 20, 1807 in Bsarcy, op. oir, 1 242
Heprisec to Deachorn, Secetary of "Wzr, Apr. 14, 1508 in Esaxey. ap. o,

T I, 289; Same in same, Oct. 11, 1808 in Esarey, ap. cir, I, 312, See also Es-

urey, op. cir, 1, 490. For other leiters and messages oa the szme subjed,
see Hsarey, of. ein, I, pp. 243, 290, 344, 349-335, 381, 418, 421, 435,
450, 663, st -

Toe Brifich denied that they had jndted the Indians against the United
States, (See dmer. it. Pap., For. Rel, 111, 453, 465.) Taey pointed fo thetr
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a&:b&vémpnvettat!heya&!tal!ywiﬂlbehmad it
the Worthwest Indizns 2nd advised them fo muintain pr::ct m:{l;..m;l hg:locfkmg
Prevost, Feb. 25, 1812, Mich. Phmecr and Hist. Soc. Colr, XY, 79} This

g0, 1894, p £35; ¥, Cruikshank, *The Emplogment of the 1o
War of 1812 A H A Repors, 1895, o, 322"; A H Afbﬂl, ?'Ihnjm}?zssb;?yﬂ;;

Events Resulting in Jadian Consolidatios Wesl of the Misvssippi™, A IJ. A -

Repors, 1306, pp. 260-269.) A sudy of the svidence j
e piar? H269, : 2 now available renders
;?E;W Kt n_:gnrdle.gs of the torth or fdsity, justive or injastice,
g2 tuat the Bnt:sh stiwed the Badians #g tronitle, the Tesok wag
the same, for Bie fromtsssmen beliewsd thay the Brivich d&id 50, Ree dmey
.5':: Pap., Ind. a1, 1, 3-348, especially 746. See resort of ﬂ:e-}iuuse Cou
mites on Foreign Refanons_. e Prigsh inflvence on the Indizms &g, 1
797 See also extracs of leteers transmitted B0 Congress by the Serretary
of War in igzd 1, 796.811. Aszalr, 10 Cong., 1 sess, 11, 1625, 1915, 198;3
1583, 2017; 10 Cong., ? sms, 582, 384583; 12 Cong., 1i, 56. See Milec
&gﬁﬂg, Sept. 28, B, 1wz M 7, 1812, 0, 5
i Dearbom, Secetary of Wir, Nov. 24, 1807 in Amer. 52, Pap Ind
Aff. I HM8; Mardson to Dewbom, Aug 2%, 1807 in Esarey, l"edﬁ?!ﬁa::
;.;:igei.:_a‘md Lesrerr, T, 24 fAnmals, 19 Cong., 1 sess., II, I521, 522, 1625,
2017 11 Cong, ;,;au i-rzzltl:,;;g.,l 1sess. X, 325326, 416, 426, 425, 457, 97
. , : IE . I i w s
E?:‘I' Yo tozey 51, 1 W. Prat, Expesrioniny of 1812
sngton 10 Landor: Carter, May 30, 1378 in 5 £if;
of Wmﬁiggmu, V. 389; Prat, Fxpamiionits of llfg,b’l lfd}. The Wriings
s, . H H
MI, el Cong, 1 sess, II, 1918; 11 Cong., 2 sess., 63; 13 Cong, 1 sess.,
Anpals, 10 e 1 s 01, 18625: : i
g 4anng7- 552 sess 384 11 Cong, L 380; 12 Cong.,
The National Imelligencer, o now £ i
: s Ppublished a Washi D,
carried a0 accoun: of the Westerpe Lountry in the jssue of erfftryml,z 13 ::2"
and conduded that the then West was not yoited 1o settletrent. This = in
sharp contmst o the Favgrable views eoncerming Canaca,  For the best treat
rment of these factors, see kA Hacker, “Western Land Hdunger and the
War of 1212: A Conjectire,™ Mississippi Valley Historeal Bewpierp, X
{1923-24), 365-395, especially pp. 570372 and 385,997 ’
Aunals, 11 Cong. 3 sess, 63-64; I2 Conp., T sess, T, f26-427: 13 Coag.
1 ses, L 528-52%; dmes. St. Pap, For. Rel, 1IN, 407, 464; Seo Poan Ex.
bassiosiss sfcian, 11, 1223, 124, 125, 140, ’ "
iy, 12 ng, 1 sess., I, 41¢
Py . 426, 427 437, 533, 390398, €57,
is some differenc: of epinion regarding -he relative wei im-
}::érfmce of manifast dcs_a‘jn]r amd remowal of the Britih mﬂuﬂ:icv:# :::i ltin:e
be}im as fxctors n cansing the demand fo: the waguest of Canade, Flacker
eves tha mamfest destiny Wwas oremiest, and he minimizes the Fadian
threat.  (Hacker, “Wrestan Land Hunger aad the War of 18127, Miss Valley
HIS[': Rez.. X, pp. 365-395.) Pratt, after : detaied samination of manifest
desting, condudes that the Indisn factor was more important  {Pratt, Exfe-
sHomistr of 18712, 38._} Goebel arrives at g similar oonclosipn, (Gochel
Williaw Henry Hirrisos. 129}.  Undouhiedly both fartors were inpnnanrt.'
See _Assals, 11 Cong., 1 sess., L 5B0; 3 sess, £3-84; 12 Ceng, 1 ses5., §
26, 457, 303501, 640, 1531; 12 Coag, 2 sess, 36 T
Amrals, 12 £, b 380, 603, Ses Holl elasriati X i
The W Ao g + proclamation, Fuy 12, 1812 jn
Amer. 31 Pap,, Tnd. Aff. 1, 780782 Annals, 12 Cumg, 1 sess., I0, 1185,
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The Story of Camp Perry

Eayed on an interview with Col. Harry Hareld Kevr

By Ramporrx C. Dowes

Camp Persy's story really begios with the lessons leamned from the

Spanish American War of 1898. 'That corflict was oot very skilifnlly |

foughr by cither side. Although the new American Navy eonduded it-
self farely well, a great many flaws were revezled in the military and
naval set up of the United States. One of these flaws was por gunnery
ind masksmanship. ‘Fhe long Americin tradition of accoracy with fire-
arms, resulting from pioneer experience at kunting and Indiin fiphting,
was weating pif. The result was that keenness of the average marks-
man’s eye was being dulled by inaction. In 2 naval respect this defect re-
eived world-wide noforiety in the batle of Santiage when no sedous
hits were registered oo the Spanish cmisers. That the American flest
wou the baitle was due to the fact that the encmy vessels, being made of
wood, caught fite. One of those that escaped the Ameticzo gunfire had
o surrender becase its coal supply ran out.

1t was patural that naval and military men should feel the sting of this
hemiliation’ most keenly, and that they should propose to do something
sbout it. One of these was Brigadier General Ammon B. Critcafield,
Adjutent General of Obio from 1904 tn 1908. Tt Secame General Critch.
field’s snain objective as Adjutant Genzral and coramander of the Ohio
National Guard to improve the mardcsmanship of Ohic's soldiers. In his
1904 report to Governor Myron T. Herick, Critchiield said, Tt is sy
parpose to encourage, a5 far as possible, the qualifications in marksman-
ship which, it seems to me, is the highast attafoment of 2 gosd soldier.”
In his 1905 report he pointed ou: that the figure of medt for the Ohio
National Guard team in the MNational Rifle Association matches fosr 1904
was thirteen. ““This,” said the General “scems almost bumilating.™ Bo:
he hastened to add, Tt was better than that of maoy states.”

As an aid to improvement of the situation, there was passed by
Congress in 1903 the so-called “Dick Taw,”™ named after its anthes, Sen-
ator Charles Dick of Ohio, This law sought to remedy two defets re-
vealed in the Spanish-American 'War: one was th2 complete lack of co-
ordioation between the milgiz of the several states; the other was the
ammplete lack of integration and wbordination of the militia to the reg-

23

PAUGE. 10

14:25 COMMUNICATION No. 24

24. 2011 (MON)

OCT.



