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Accoutrcmcnts... habits, cquipage, or furniture, of a
soldier, such as belts, pouches, cartridge-boxes...
cte’ (William Duane; A Military Dictionary, 1810).
Althougli essential to the effective use of the soldier’s
weapons and to his wellbeing, US Army accou-
trements have begun receiving significant attention
only recently. Many reasons have contributed to their
neglect. Accoutrements were made of inore perishable
matcrials than weapons, resulting in low survival rates,
both originally and subsequently. Accoutrements typ-
ically did not generate sentimental attachinent, or have
a utilitarian value, which might encourage their being
taken home by soldiers and used or preserved after
their military roles had ended. And lastly, until the
middle of the 19th century we do not encounter a gen-
crally literate soldicry, remarking on what they wore or

carried.

here are, of course, official

contemporaneous  corre-
spondence and records, but
they are incomplete and often
not well organized for the
rescarcher. All of this has con-
tributed to a lack of cffort to
identify not only the official
patterns  of  carly  accou-
trements, but what was actually
in use at any specific time.
Despite these  obstacles,
enough has been gleaned from

sirviving  specitnens and
archival resources to give us a
fairty complete idea of the
accoutrements of the calisted
soldicrs of the United States
during the War of 1812,
Duane’s 1810 definition of
accoutrements 15 virtually
ideaticat to that offered by
Captain George Smith 31 years
previousty in his own Universal
Military Dictionary of 1779, This
is not surprising since, by and

H. Chatles McBarron's
reconstructions opposite shor
three US Anmy soldiers wha are
andikely cver o lrave met, bt they do
help iltnestrate hoses the ideal 1was tem-
pered by the expedient. Figure A
shows the ideolly fitted-ont soldior of
I812 or springfssniner 1813, before
the remainider of the wnifor changes
af January 1817 began to get into the
Jedd. e has the eplindrical felt cpr
vefidelt waas huter replaced by the 1817
Lediher Cop wvors by the ather tog
Sipures. His bue coat, with ihie last
rernnonts of the 18th century red fae-
ings atcollpr and cufls, wordd soon lose
iz whiie tape decorations as well, The
close-fitting liven pantaloons  are
stroten as iori i sumaner, with e~
raic black gatiers. ix beliing is of the
prefereed edritessed bufTleather, wiih a
plaine brass oval plate on the bayoner
belt.
Figure B represents many of the
soldicrs of Gen. Seott's army on ihe
Niagnra Jroiier i 1814, weith ifie
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shors grey weoollen iype (o ‘erey jack-
et with sleeves’, as frvine terined it),
devoid of trim and fucings, The
start bt Dinpractical pantatoons
itaire been replaced by woallen aver-
alls, wore swited for campaiguing,
witl the gaiters wees beucatlt them.
e has a rypieal haversack, rather
basger thaw the type desceibed in the
text, ane a tin cansicen with a leather
sting. ‘
Figure C shous the linen jacker
amd overalls iutended Jor simnier
wcar and for use by froops in sontier
latfundes, e wears a hide kiwapsack,
as discusseid T the text. Tlis Pattern of
{808 beliing s black, as on Fig. B;
note deiails of hayonet scabbard in jis
goneronsly an frog. The Lhevheste
kwipsack tyig i the forcgrownd is
based on the evaonple nsed by
Nathaniet Michel! of the Ist US
htifiery, illtistrated in the text. The
nitiskets are MI795 or MISOS, both
of wlich wvere based en Frendh
Charleville orodels extensieey used

el e

large, accoutrements had not
evolved it any significant way
during that period in the
United States. Except for the
experiment during the 1790s
‘Legion’ period with making
the entire mfantry branch of
the army into light infantry,
and concurrent adoption of a
waistbelt-mounted  careridge
box, 35 years later the suspen-
sory cquipment of the culisted
soldier stll rescinhled what
had been used during the years
of the American Revolution,
ludecd, a comment made in
1809 by an Army inspector,
Col. Henry Whiting, not only
reinforces this thought, but
describes an accoutrement (the
‘New  Model” cartridge  box
adopted during the
Revohition) very similar to
what the Army was about to
procure: “The best mmodel of a
Cartridge  box is that cstab-
lished by long use in the revo-
fuion, and will contain 29
rounds in the wood 11 in the
Tin at the bottom, which also
has a compartment for spare
flints — on the outside a recep-
tacle for oilcloth, worms &
screwdeiver — a large Flap
which secures the whole from
rain & supported by a Shoulder
Bele This is not very different
from the Model of 1808 car-
tridge box described below,
[lowever, war, or in this casc
the possibility of war, always
brings to the forefrant projects
which have languished in
peacetime.  So, despite  the
uneasiness with which stand-
g armics were viewed in the
United  States  after  the
Amecrican  Revolution, and
President Thomas Jefferson's
own Republican Party’s pro-
fessed determination to rely
solely on the state militias for
the country’s defence, Jeffer-
son and his administration
were forced, albeit reluctantly,
to give lncreased attention to
military preparedness alter the
Chesapeake-Leopard  affaic  in
June 1807 made a sccond war
with Great Britain a distinct
pussibility. Within a year the
LS Congress authorised five
new infantry regiments (the
3rd through the 7th), one of
light artilfery and one of light
dragoens, virtually tripling the
size of the Regular Army w
100 TH K Clonrress

mon. alsio

tion of $200,000 to provide
ariws and cquipment to the var-
ious state militias M.

The lack of change in
weapons  technology,  large
materict surpluses from the
Amecrican Revolution,  swmall
size of the Regular Army and
subsequent tight military bud-
gets had delayed attention o
inproving accountrements. But
a general dissatisfction in e
I790s with the light infanury
style accoutrements favoured
by Gen. Anthony Wayne
focused new attention on them
as ‘war fever' spread. Thus
many of the accoutrement pat-
terns in use during the War of
1812 had their origins in the
cnergy  devoted  to their
improvement as a result of the
1807 confrontation.

PROCUREMENT
REORGANISED

Since 1795 the responsibility
for ail accoutrement procure-
ment had been in the hands of
the  Purveyor of Public
Supplies. However, on the very
eve of the War those responsi-
bilities were divided between
two new departments. On 28
March 1812 the Purveyor’s
office was abolished. It was, in
part, replaced by a
Quartermaster  Departinent
with 2 Commissary General of
Purchases. As the fceding,
clothing and general comfort
of the soldier was the responsi-
bility of this new department,
in addition to clothing and
rations  the  accoutrements
relating to  those  functious
were to be procured by it
These included the knapsack,
haversack and  canteen. The
first Commissary General of
Purchases was an intelligent,
reseurceful, seemingly tireless
individuai by the name of
Callender Irvine,

The new Ordnance
Department, created on 14
May 1812, was now to be
responsible for those accou-
trements directly relating to
weapons, and  so  becane
responsible for cartridge boxces,
scabbards and the respective
belting for the various branch-
es of service. It was headed by
an equally efficient individual,
Dectus Wadsworth, from 2 fuly
1812 to 8 February 1815.

Pate in 1807 Seererary o T Thy




L

Purveyor of Public Supplics,
Tench Coxe, ta begin work on
several new accoutrenicnt pat-
terins. The intent appears to
have been to create uniform
patterns for the accoutrenents
to be used by both the regular
forces and the state militias, and
a netwerk for their procure-
ment. This would parallel the
systcm for arnis procurcment,
witich relied on twe National

Armwories, at  Springfield,
Massachusctts  and  arpers
Ferry, Virginia  (now  Woest

Virginia), and contractors who
based their production on the
national patterns.  How-ever,
for accoutrements it never
quite worked, since mast states
used  their portion of the
$200,000 annual appropriation
to procure atins, and contracted
locally for the marce casily made
accoutrements, mercly using
the national patterns as guides.

BOXES, BELTS AND
__ SCABBARDS
Coxe, whose oflices  were

bocated tn Phitadelphia, Penn- -

sylvania, worked with city
leather eraftsmen, principally
Edmund Kinsey, to develop
now patterns (or che cartridge

bt hovonet seablard - aud

their  respective  suspensory
belts, Dearborn was consuleed
atevery sicp and hiis comments
and suggestions were incorpo-
rated as work on the patterns
progressed rapidly. Deliveries
ol the new  accoutrenients
bepan carly in 1808, With very
minor changes these patterns
would serve the Regular Army
notenly during the War of 1812
but for the next 20 years @,

The cartridge box shown in
Figure 1 is typical of the thou-
sands obtained by contract dur-
ing the War; nene were pro-
duced in national arsenals of
manufacture. It represented an
evolutionary step over a popti-
[ar style used in the American
Revoludon, desceribed  above,
and ignored the “belly box” sus-
pended by awaistbeltand neck-

strap that had preceded ic In

many ways itcotnbined the best
features of both the Bridsh and
French boxes of the period: the
bored wooden block of the for-
mer with tlie tin tray of the lat-
tet. It addition te the 26 paper-
wrapped cartridges carried in
the wooden block, bored for .69
calibre rounds, six more could
be stored in cach of the end
campartiments of the tin tray
| ESIRSES [!!:‘

tocated directls

Figtire 1A: o viewes of the car-
teiddge box adopred i T8O, suspernd-
e i a 25000 weide Diock featler
showlder belt, P he sear vécve shots the
feadher Dutten oit ifee botismy sufuer,
conpgiti weith the piciced strp of the
Mapy avd the loeps wrd Duckdes of the
befr attechnient, The wvoderr dlock
Jiited above the three-compartivent 1
iy the opened view the finle
feather pocket” is open; and note extra
internal linen covering for ilie bod,
added ¢ 1828.

woodenn  block. The centre
compartment of the tray held
flints and cleaning rags (as
opposcd to more cartridges n
the French box), and was
accessed  from  the outside
through a little ieather pocket’,
as Coxe described it The box
and outer flap were of black
leathier, the latter devoid of any
decoration except a tooled line
around the cdge ?. Generally
two semicircular picces were
altixed to the outer flap, givinga
bit of added weathier protection
to the cartridges. A closure tab
on the cuter flap (with corre-
sponding teather button on the
bottom of the box), two buck-
ies, and a picce ow the back of
the box to retin the shoulder
Dot eor teeed the Boy tself

Figurc |: The black leather car-
tridge box adopted i 1808 wetghed
abont 31, weitics shostder el and
full load of 38 cartridyes of .69 tali-
Bre. The 'little leather packet’ pro-
viding access fo the central compari-
ment of the tin iray is open in the
right-land view, Note the lack of
decoration oit the flap. (11, Charles
McBarron, fr.)

The shoulder belt was 24/,in.
wide, narrowing at the ends
inte billets about 4 in. long, the
width of the buckles. These,
engaging holes punched in the
biltets, allowed adjustnient of
the length of the belt, and its
removal  for  cleaning  or
replaceiment.

The bayounet belt was also
2/, in. wide, with a rather Targe
o (5 i across by 4 in. from
top to ooy Althouet be




(rog, shown in Figure 2, had
two openings, and doubdess
was used by soine NCOs to
carry both sword and bayonet

nel-bards, all surviving exam-
t exainined by the author
have only held a bayonct scab-
bard. The scabbard iwsel! was
stimply a tapered, triangular-
shaped picee of black leacher
with a brass chip to remin it
the (rog and a brass ball tip o
help protect the end, The
examiples ol the latter shown in
Figure 3 were  recovered
approximately 35 years ago
fromi a trash dump at
Sackets  Iarbor, New
York, the site of a large
supply basc for the US
Armyin 1814

The use of cross- oty
belts with an oval ’
belt plate at the poist
where  the  belts
crossed on the chest
followed practice in the
British  Army. THowever,
unlike the ornate regimental
plates favoured by the Britsh,
those for US enlisted men
were plain brass. They were

with a haok and two studs

. .he back o attach o, and
facilitate adjusting the length
of, the bayonct bele. Some
extant examples of this plate are
the prescribed oval and a full
2/, . wide. Numerous oth-
crs, recovered from awide vari-
ety of wartime sites, are slightly
narrower — 24 0. 1w 24, i,
wide. No explanation for the
discrepancy has been discov-

ered o date,

Befose the War it was a strug-
gle w furnish all the companics
il a regiment with the saine
colour of crossbelts. As was
noted iy aleteer to the Secretary
of War ou 5 April 1809, “Therce
is now a want of uniformity in
the accoutrements of the same
Reginent. Some have been
furnished  with  black  belts,
sotne by particular  request
with yellow, and others with
white belis.” However, by the
cutbhreak of hostihties there is
ample evidence that whenever
possible the crossbelts were
desired to be of whitened buff
leather. Trvine referred to the
preposed uniform of the Army
in March 1813, for exainplc, as
A plain blue coatce without a
particle of red — with white or
buff cross bels — and white
overalis — for infantry and
Artillery will have a handsonie
cffect.’

Some units apparently marn-
aged to get issues of bufl beles
during the War; but as the imak-
ing of buffleather was a tedious
process and best perfornied i
certain scasons of the year,
shortages of it were noted

Fig. A is wdeally fitted ot in reiriter
doihing, witich indided pantaloons
of blite or white wool with the bottomns
tnade ‘gaiter fashion... with « fongre
{o corer the instep & straps, leather,
tinder the shoe o keep (iien) in their
proper places’, Ieavatehes Fig, 13 load
fris Lherbete knapsack it extra
cothing; the latter's accontremnents lie
aronnd i, inchuding oue of the
nrooden stave caiicens discussed in the
text; his carridye bax,  showving
aitaclinents; fris bayouct belt; and o
thrce-buition haversacke. His 1813
leather cap stons a shight variarion in
decoration, with a ‘white  streak’
painted rornd the edge of the false
Sront — of Fig. Cincolour plate. The
standing figiere is typécal of the appear-
ance siriven for int 1812, the other sol-
dier af the field appearance of the
irtfaniryman from fate 1813 and
dironghont 1814, (H. Charles
McBarron, Jr)

ahmost immediately. As carly as
] February 1812 Coxe was
informing the new Sceretary of
War, William Eustis, that he
ad been ‘forced 1o accept
offers for 6,000 cartouche
boxes with black leather belts..,
as there is no prospect of buff
belts in the year to come...” In
the cvent the vast majority of
the belts used by both the
Regulars and  militda  forces
were of black leather and not of




Above:

Eigure 2: The simple constriction of
the bayonel belt, frog and scabband are
puident in this draizing. The hwo-see-
tion_frog veas a hold-over from the pre-
piois century, the second loop holding
an NCO's siword or a camyp axe; ff
scenis seldon to aie been used i ihe
Wiirof 1812, {Robert M. Reiliy)

Left:

Figure 23k Thyoar of an ariginal
Buttene of 1808 bayonier scabbard i
the anthor’s collection, and dip recov-
eredd front the Sachel’s Harhor site.

the preferred  buff. This
widespread suhstitution  of
black for buff, and the large
number of surplus beles after
the War, would result in confu-
sion  about the regulation
colour of the crossbelts i the
US Army for years,

KNAPSACKS

Lherbette’s knapsack

At about the same time that
Coxe was finishing the car-
tridge box and bayonet scab-
bard patterns an cneerprising
New York City businessian
by the name of jolin P
Lherbette  presented a new
model knapsack w the Army.
Lherbette had been making
headpear for various militia
comspanics in New York when
he decided to respond to an
1807 request [or proposals for
furnishing items for the Army.
Alter a review of 100 trial knap-
sacks  Sccretary of  War
earbom informed Coxe on
27 May 1808 that Lherbetie’s
was to be the model for all
knapsacks obtained thereafter,
and that he had contracted for
1,000 already. At the same time
lie forwarded to Coxe a pattern
knapsack that ‘bears the Seal of
this office’ to guide the inspec-
tion of the first 3,000 that
Lherbette was to deliver. Thus
the concept of ‘sealed patterns’,
comimon to Buropecan pro-
curernent systeins, was used in
the United States as well in the
carly 19th ceneury.

Dearborn  retained  the
Prussian blue with which the
{lap of previous knapsacks had
been painted, as well as the let-
ters ‘LS’ in Spanish brown
(later changed to vermiilion to
stand out better). Lherbette’s
patent application adds some
detail about the knapsack: it
was made of Russia sheeting, a
kind of simooth burlap; the
insigiia to be painted on the
ouer flap was to be a red 'US’
encircled with an oval stripe of
white; the strapping was of
Llack leather; and two “Wooden
Blacks shape of an Olive’ were
used to sccure the shoulder
belts.

What Lherbette clasined to
be his new feature, worthy of a
patent, was the fact that the
knapsack rode square upon the
soldier’s back. This aspect of
the knapsack, ‘ot being broad-

Figure 2ZA: e af six
bition examples af
the bayonet frag in

Bk feather; noie @
are Rnownin

the  preferred
weitiiened

’u_f[ﬂe‘m‘fu'r.

er than a mans back..., does nat
prevent him from wheeling

about the ranks..." However,
while perhaps different from
certain American knapsacks ol
the Revolutionary Warera ™, in
reality it largely copied patterns
that had been introduced by
the French starting in 1767
and, with its two compart-
mients, it follows construction
details dating as far back as the
Revolution.  In any  cast
Lherbette was granted a paten
for this knapsack in 18038, anc
began advertising for militi;
orders at the same time that I
was persuading Dearborn
give hinta US Army contract.

In 1808 Lherbette offerec
his knapsacks to the Army a
65¢ unpainted and 80c ‘paintec
two coats', atthougl the paten
application indicates they wer
to have tirce coats. In 18N
Coxe was instructed to pa
Lherbette $1.37Y, cach fo
those knapsacks that  hac
passed inspection.

The knapsack illustrated it
Figures 4 and 5 is the onl
extant example that conform
to Lherbette’s patent; fortu
nately it also has a Repgula
Army provenance, as i
known to have been used b
Nathaniel Mitchell, a corpor:
in the lst US Artillery wh
died of consumption m Ne
York on 27 July 1814. The orig
inal design of & US in an ovi
has been overpaiuted with




tooping ribbon design specific
tw the unit in which Mitchel}
seived. At least one other
Regular Army unie, the 4ch
o LifTe Regiment, also had a spe-
e unie designation painted
ot their knapsacks,

Hide knapsacks
Soon after Callender Irvine
assumed  the  office of
Comunissary  General of
Purchases i the late suniner
of 1812, he bepan experiment-
ing with knapsacks madc of
animal  bides. Perhaps  they
appearcd  reminiscent of the
French patterns of the fate 18th
century, since Col. George
lzard  requested  on 13
November 1812 knapsacks
‘made of skin like the French
Artillery.” To Secretary of War
Eustis, Irvine wrote three days
fater that he was sending a pro-
totype knapsack ‘made of skin
in imitation of those used by
the French soldicry, which is
not only much more durable,
but effectively protects its con-
tents frons moisture.” On 26
December 1812 Irvine went
r"urthcr: ‘I proposc that knap-
icks made of Deer Skin shall
be furnished in lieu of linen
paittted knapsacks, the former
will last three or four years ser-
vice; the latter not inore than
otic year; the former will cost
80 certs; the lateer $1.00.°
[rvine must have gotten at
least tacit concurrence to pro-
cure and issue hide knapsacks,
as he sent out pattern knap-
sacks in March 1813 and made
note of them throughout the
rest of the year. For example, he
replied to James Calthoun, a
Deputy  Commissary: “Your
fetter of -the 24th instant is
received, as you cannot provide
Cowhide knapsacks in time for
the 39th Regiment of Infantry,
please send them linen painted
kuapsacks.” And a litdle later, to
Elisha Tracy, another Deputy
Comnissary: Your horschides
should be well dressed in
beli (sic)  otherwise  the
knapsacks will become hard
ﬁnd unscrviceable!!
" However, probably the best
description of one pattern of
these hide knapsacks is con-
tained 111 a letter from Deputy
Commissary Amasa Stetson in
Boston,  Massachusetts to
Tevine, chued 30 Mav 1813,

deputy cotnnmissarics who liad
been sent the pattern hide
knapsacks in March, and this
jetter was a status report to
Irvine. Because of its insights
on the process by whicl: pat-
terns of accoutrements were
developed it is quoted in its

cntirety:
The  box  containing  a
Felmet &  Koapsack s

received, On receipt of your
orders to provide Knapsacks, 1
bougit about 2,000 harse-
hides, a number much greater
than were necessary to make
the sacks required, under an
impression that they would,
upon its being known the(y)
were te be used for that pur-
posc, risc, as they immediately
did, twenty to thirty pr. ct. As |
obtaited  them f{rom the
Leather Dresser, T got them
made up of the best construct-
cd form 1 could devise, tho
somewhat different from that
which you had the goodness to
send me. 1 should have lined
them but for the addition to the
weight, without which they are
too heavy, difficulty of petting
them  made, & additional
expense. They have been made
up from 18 to 19 inches wide,
16 to |7 deep, with a flap of
twelve inches, the upper or
outward part 3 to 4 inches
wider than the under or back of
them, that they might fill easier
& form better to the back, main
strap 11/, inches wide, set near
to cach other at top & wider at
the bottom and with a stay of
leather on the inner side thro
which the straps are stitched, &
bound the edges or sides of the
Knapsack with necats leather;
cousidering  that the wark
would be the (rst which would
fail, if they were duly support-
cd with stays, I rejected needle
work altogether & had them
stitched 6 to the inch with an
awl & a good waxed thread; |
have not oxtended the main
straps to the bottom by 4 or 5
mches, hnding i they were
secured ag the bottom it weuld
draw the weighit hard against
the solidiers back & throw the
top off [rom the shoeulders. |
like the (lap of the Knapsack
you sent me better than that
whicli I have been muaking, it
appears  handsotner,  bound,
sccures the Blanket better from
the additt ol <dve & ehie Tinme

to secure the contents from wet
whiclt the skin will absorh in
hard rains, if you have no
objection 1 will continuc the
kind of work, bind the side &
stich on the main straps the
distance from the bottom
which I have done.”

Ohne last detail on these hide
knapsacks is contained in a let-
ter to Irvine dated 25 February
1814: ‘T have made 2 number of
those horschide knapsacks suf-
ficient to experience me in the
cutting of them and [ want to
informn the  Commissary
General... if you wili not per-
mit the pockets of the sacks to
be pieced you will lose at least
one quarter of cach hude. ... The
hides I made them of is well
dressed and without stencly.’

The Glengary knapsack
Despite  Irvine's  assertions
about the durability of the hide
knapsacks, he quickly found
fault with them. They did
stink, and many rotted due to
the inadequate storage facilities
available. These probleis are
somewhat surprising, since
hide knapsacks had been used
on the Continent for years by
this time. Consequently, in
1814 he intreduced the third
{and final} knapsack pattern
used during the War. Although
it remains something of an
cnigma, the ‘Glengary knap-
sack’ is noted in correspon-
dence by that name until about
1812,

There is no doubt that the
Glengary was  intended to
replace hide knapsacks for the
troops of the Regular Army.
Irvine  sent  the Deputy
Commissaries  samples  in
August 1814 with the notation
that it ‘is designed as a pattern
by which when you . receive
orders you will have others
made,” Three months later
[rvine notes: ‘Thad 10 0r 15,000
Glenpary knapsacks made here
for the regular troops on the
lines. In my absence the militia
absorbed the greater part of
them to my great regret. They
should be of the Glengary form
for the regutar troops.’

Inctuded with the samples
sentoutin Augustwas a pricing
of the components of the
new knapsack pattern, which
provides some deail on its
ranstruction: Tine S5100he

ing  121/5/100ths,  Strapping
70/100tlts, Buckles 7 1/ 100t s,
inall $1.60/100ths cach.’ A (ew
additional details are included
in a proposal  dated 15
Decemiber 1814 to make knap-
sacks of the ‘New Iighiand
pattern, Glengary’ by Garrit
Sickles. If the Government
provided the ‘canvas, Buckles
& DButtons’ he would make
them for $1.35; “if the strings
may be of good nieat Leather —
$1.25.

Althougl the Glengary was a
painted linen knapsack, how it
differed exactly from the
Lherbette  is  still  being
researched. References to it
after the War indicate it had
‘pockets’ and ‘boards’, suggest-
ing a type of frame knapsack.
However, it remains unclear
whether this was the distin-
guishing  featire of  the
Glengary. Correspendence
with individuals knowledge-
able about early British accou-
trements, and research in Great
Britain, has so far failed to pro-
vide a link between the US
Glengary and any British pat-
terin knapsacks. lt does not
appear to be a copy of the
Trotter, which had been in ser-
vice for about 15 years with

British  woops, and the

‘Ihghland'  reference  has

everyone baftled.
CANTEENS AND
HAVERSACKS

Justas with knapsacks, itis pos-
sible that three different basic
canteell  patterns were  pro-
cured and issued during this
pericd. Two were wooden,
with one constructed like a
small barrel using short staves
placed around two round
hcads, the whole held together
by two hoops, either thin bands
of iron or interlocking woad.
Three short cross straps held
the hoops in place and retained
the shoulder strap. There is no
doubt that this pattern canteen
was procured during the War,
for 1t is described in several
extant contracts. Further, Coxe
himself describes this canteen
in a letter to William Keane
dated 14 February 1814, noting
the canteens were to be about 7
in. in diameter, 3 in. to 31/, in.
wide, the ‘cormmon staves’ to
be 1/, in. thick and the bung
stave Yy 1, thick ftoo enabde the
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mouthipiece to drink out of”
The hoops were to be of flat
hickory Y, in. or ¥, in. thick,
tongued into one ancther. This
style of canteen is illustrated in
the right foreground of the
large monochrome illustration
by Flugh McBarron herewith.

OFf the other known con-
tracts for this pattern cantecn,
two (with George Gueck dated 2
November 1812 and  John
Flouse dated 23 March 1813)
substitute iron hoops for the
hickory, and tnclude the speci-
fications that ‘the slings (arc) to
be made of good leather of a
proper {ength and widtl’, and
that the canteens shall ‘have
twa coats of good light blue
paint’.

The seeond type of wooden
canteen, popularly known as
the ‘cheescbox’ style due to its
similarity o the round wooden
containers used to make and
store  cheese, 15 shown in
Figure 6. It is known through
auterous surviving examples
™ most of which have been
averpainted and other designa-
tions applicd. This cxamiple is
8Y, i in diameter and 2% 1o,
thick, and retaing its origimal
dark blue-black paint and ver-
million  lettering. Another
almast identical example is in
the National  Muscum  of

Figure 42 Outer flap of the Lerbene
patteri kenapsuck used by Corporal
Naihauvief Michell, Lse US Awiflery,
c AR Fhe origined *US fuar oral’
dhesignr can st he wiade enit o the ostg-
fral, fust waderiearly the cenne of the
distinciive fowping cibbon fosignie of
Mivhell's wnte, ([ Crate Naos

Celli Natiemad e Vet

in -
Awmerican History, The
Smithsonian institution,
Washingron, DC.  Another

slightly staaller example (7%,
in. diamseter by 25/, i thick)
has a light blue cloud painted
behind dhe red letering. Aud a
final specimen retains what
appears to be its original sling
of 3 in. wide black leather,
with a thong securing a mush-
rooin-shaped wooden stopper.

Only onc painter of canteens
has been identified by the
author: George N, Reinhart, a
coach painter of Philadeiphia,
Pennsylvania, who ‘has gave

Figtive 3: Anffacts weeevered fron an
1814 dump ab Sackets Farbos, NY;
by o Ducane Carpbetl: one of the
stntler plaien brass beyower beft plates,
tree fiuks frow a pick-and-brush ser, a
bayanet scabbard dip amd (o brass
scabbard tips.

(sic) general satishaction'.

Tin canteens are known to
have been used during the War
as well, but no contracts for
their construction have been
located to date, This leads to a
teutative conclusion that any
tin canteens issucd (and, for
exaniple, we do know from the
Fort Fayette freight books that
substantial quastites of tin
ones  were  sent to the
Northwest Army in (813 )
may have been from surplus
Revelutionary  War  stocks.
Somewhat in support of this
thieory is the fact that a tin can-
teen of the same style as exaim-
ples recovered from sites dat-
ing from the Revolutionary
Var has been found at Fort
Atkinson, 2 site  occupicd

exciusively by the  Regular
Army in the 1820s (Figure 7).
This sugpests chat sucl surplus
stocks could have continued to

Figure 3A: Reverse of nea plas hrass
liesyned belre phives, of die snaller fype
||'(’|'I L'“U“’“_fﬂ]”l e Tn‘&"'!'ll'h’
exarnples; oot cast ook, stds aid
e sttedving oot the foft heand pisie —
the washers riveited to the strady

have been issued well after the
War was over ™,

On the ather hand, it is pos-
sible chat some of the canteens
were newly constructed during
the War. Examples recovered
from Fort Meigs, Ohio, have
squared loops for ¥ i wide
straps rather than the more
conumonly ciicountered round
tubes to  retain  suspeusory
cords; archacological recoverics
indicate tubes to be F8th centu-
1y features of canteens ™. Inany
casc we do know that there
were plenty of canteens avail-
able to meet the Amy's
requircments after the War, for
in 1836 trvine noted: 'Thave not
purchased any Canteens since
the year 1814 — { paid {for them
at that tine 40/100 cach ..

The  least  documented
accoutrement itcm, and the
simplest, 15 the haversack. W
know Coxe advertised o
therm as early as 1808, and they
have universally been part of
the soldicr's essentials. In 1811




Coxe wrote to James Kerr, a
manulacturer,  stating: “The
haversack (is) to be made outof
two picces of Russia Sheeting
to be as wide as i/y ol the
Breadth of the Sheeting, the
depth to be 13 inches clear of
the Mlap when niade, the Flap to
be 3 inches deep, when made,
the (st 120 to be sent to the
office inwmediately.’ As he had
noted carlier that the sheeting
s 400/inches wide’, we have a
rough idea of one haversack
pattern  that was considered
(there is a notation on the letter
“iot approved by Scey’). It is
likely that a haversack of this
size, 13 in, wide by 16 1. deep,
would have required three but-
tons Lo close it Ne other reler-

o s b el ek e

Although there was some
discussion ‘against the use of

haversacks’ o 1811, lrvine
included thes in his estimates
of ‘Equippage neccessary for
Army for one year, 1812-1813,
and it is clear that some type of
haversack was available
throughout the War.

VARIATIONS FROM
THE PATTERNS

Irems described so far'in this
articic have largely been the
ideal accoutrements. 3 lowever,
as shortages developed (that of
blue cloth for the unifors coat
is well known, that of buff
leather for belung bas already

been noted)  they  alfected
ACCOULTCIIUNE  procureinient,
Add e nornml evicneios of

items were accepted for use
that did not conform to the
‘established patterns’. The lati-
tude in the size of the wooden
cantcens ordered in February
1812 indicates that at times
even the procurcment orders
were lax, not to mention the
inspection of items badly need-
ed to clothe and equip troops
aleeady in the field.

Yet other examples of devia-
tions from the established pat-
terns can be found. ina ‘Report
of Items at Boston
Massachusctts Unfit for the
Regular * Serviee”  dated 23
August 1815 the inspecting
officer, George Flomerfelt,
notmatly stationed m
Philadelphia, told Trvine that
there were, amangother itens,

Figaire 50 futerior af e Lferbette
Foapsack,  Labonr=iiensive i its
constrnetion, i led €GP Callender
Irvitie to seerch for inore ensily nnade
alrerinatives whes it becane abrieus
dtar dagge wumibers af troaps had fo be
equipped, (f. Craig Nanes Coln.,
National Aniy Musenm)

the sockit of the Bayonet otit
from the Bedy of the Soldier,
insted (sicy of in, and 31
Cartouch Box Belts ‘made to
Button on the box instead ol
Buckling.” The latter comment
confirms  the letters  from
Rebert Dingee, a Mew York
leather worker, and  others
complaining about the lack of
buckics for sale in the city in
1814, Several examples of
Pattern of 1808 cartridge boxes
are known with leather buttons
an the bottom for the attach-
ment of the shoulder belt.

The tin canteen sitnation
suggests the use of serviceable
old surplus. In addition Irvine
attcinpted to purchase cap-
turedd nmterial to case short-
ages. ‘5 bales of haversacks’,
along with 54 bales of blankets

(50 per bale) and 36 bales of

tents  {five per bale) were
among the cargo of the cap-
tured British ordnance ship
Stranger that Ivine was unable
o buy at auction in 1814 for
want of hard currency.

With the accoutrement pro-
curciment process a fluid one,
and Government officiats,
contractors and  the market-
place all helping to determine
what was actually manufac-
wired and sent into the ficld, it
is no wonder that a variety of
patterns were both procured
and uscd concurrently in the
US Army during the War, with
‘old” patterns often being seen
alongside ‘new’ patterns in the
samie unit. Before the War this
was not an important consider-
ation to officers, since com-
plete regiments seldom served
together, Because of che smail
size of the pre-War Regular
Army various companies gen-
crally scrved as  somewhat
independent commands, sta-
tioned far apart, Thus unifor-
mity was net a primary con-
cern: itmattered lictle that one
company had white beltingand
another black. But when com-
panics, and then regiments,
were brought together it did
matter to the officers in com-

' i o
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Figure 7:. Tin canteen, ¢ {825,
recevered from Fort Atkeivson. This
style was in ase in Noeth Aierica as
edtly as the Seven Years' Wae This
exavple may rcpresent Revolttionary
Ve sueplus, or new mianufactuee for
tie Tar of 1812, depending on the
wriginel stpe of e reraivers for the
shine,

presented  such  a  notley
appearance.

While it is clear that the pre-
ponderence of accoutrements
used during the War did nat
conform exactly to the estab-
lished patterns that the Anny
had worked so diligently to
complete in the years belore
the Whar, it appears that most of
the accoutrements were at lcast
serviceable and fulfilied their
roles in the hands of the troops.
The majority of the complaints
noted above were about pat-
tern, and not quality.

After the War there was an
effort to rid the stores of sur-
plus waterial that did vot con-
form  tw the reguiations,
through auctions or issucs to
the state militias, However,
much stifl ended up in the
hands of the Regulars after
F815, sometimcs with instrue-
tions —— particularly with
regard to clothing — that the
items be modificd for fatigue
purposes. Conscquently there
was widespread confusion over
what was regulation for years
alter the War. White buff belts,
for example, were not uni-
formly reintroduced into the
US Amuy until 1819, Ideal
accoutrements, for wiiich the
scarch had begun in 1808, were
doubtless still an elusive goal
well into the 1820s. W%t
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Figure 6: Typical conteen of ‘theese
box' construction, Canteens of the
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Hyin.wide leather strap, alihaugh no
doathet this 1 often replaced witli a
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feather remee anp. (O] Strrheiddee
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{6} The number of surviving examples
has been troublesome 1o some studenis
of carly 19th contury accotitrenients.
The lack of documentation of this pat-
tern in the War of 1812 period, com-
bined with the knowledge that wis of
thowsands of wooden canteens were
contracted  for during the Secoid
Seminole War period (1835-42), but are
cqually undocumented at this tine, has
spurred further research on the qurs-
tion. Thus, while the cheesebox pattern
canteen has Jong been associated widh
the War ol 1812, its documentation is ot
as conclusive as one would like,

{(7) Plae No. 538, ‘Regular Infantry
Regiments of the Northwest Arny,
1813, Military Uniforis in Auierica series,
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N Jaceb L. Grioun,  Archacokogical
huvestigations of Fort Ligosies, 1960-1965
(Anpals  of Carnepic  Muscuni,
Pittsburgh, 1970 Vol. 42, pp. 166-7. Sec
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Medical Radiography and Photography, Vol.
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Notes and Queries

Queries

[£ditor's Note - Responses to queries should be
sent to the Editor. They will be forwarded to the
enquiring party, and published in the Brigade
Dispatch. Please include the name of the unit, if
any, io which you belong.]

Notes

The Fort Ligonier Tent Pin referred to in
Mark Tully’s article “Tent Pins” (The Brigade
‘Rispateh, Vol. XXXI1, No. 4) is in my experience
an ingeniously designed item that is better suited
to its purpose than any other tent pin design I have
ever encountered.

. Anumber of years ago, through the courtesy
of Marty West, Fort Ligonier’s Site Director, I
was privileged to be able to study the original
artifact tent pin recovered in the archeological
. -excavation of the Fort. A feature of its design that
is not readily apparent from Mark’s description is
that, in addition to the taper on the notch side of
the pin, its sides are also tapered from the widest
point toward both the bottom and the top (see
accompanying dimensioned drawing). In addi-
tion, the striking surface at the top is narrower
than the throat of the pin at the rope notch, greatly
reducing the tendency to knock the rope notch lip
off when driving it in.
. 1 have used this type of tent pin with great
. sugcess for over 15 years in all kinds of situations.
L use copies of the Fort Ligonier pin for my wedge
tent, and a version about 50% larger for marquees
and other large shelters. When driven fo its
widest point, it keeps the tent rope of loop above
the ground, thereby retarding rot. lts design
permits it to be driven repeatedly into hard soils
without breaking. (I have several from the first
batch that I ever made that 1 have used at every
event since and which are still serviceable.)
When driven so that the tension of the tent rope or
loop is approximately perpendicular to the long
axis of the pin, it holds extremely well, even in
sandy or wet soils, even in wind and rain. When
it is time to strike camp, the tapered faces make

The Brigade Dispatch

the pins easy to remove. Many can be removed
simply by pulling the rope they hold in the direc-
tion of the pin’s long axis. The more reluctant ones
require only a few gentle taps on the sides to
loosen them to the point where they can be easily

withdrawn. It is a durable pin that holds well and

is easy to use. What more could a soldier want?

e

M 3"

e

Tent pin excavated at Fort Ligonier
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Eoonahe mine wit o few simple wols - a
drasshrife, g saw and o wood chisel. Atter riving
aat bilfets afapproximarely the right size, [ secure
one noon vice sod begin by first flattening the
tach suriace (the one on the opposite side from
the rope noteh). i then per the two wide sides.
Using a pered wooden wedge 1o help hold the
plu securely o the vice, | move on 1o the rope
aoleh side. [ first foern the long taper, Four quick
stokes form the poine 1 thes make the saw cut
tor the rope notch and complete the noteh with the
wood chusel. he inal step is 1o formy the top with
a few strokes ol the drawknife. stariing with g
rough billet, | can make a finished tent pin in
about a minute if'T concentrate on what I'm doing.

(Fyou decide to try the Fort Ligonier style tent
pro. here are s few things to keep in mind.

©  Use good, tough wood, Oak, ash and hickory
seem 10 work best. (1 get my raw materials by
searching through the firewood piles ar events
for pieces of suraight grained hardwoods.)

@ Make sure that the grain of the wood runs
parallel 10 the flav edge of the pin so as to
minimize splitting.

¥ Malke sure that the top is well rounded and
that the ares where the mallet steikes is
smaller thas the theoat of the pin at the noteh.
This 15 very important to prevent the notch
irom splitting ofT,

@ Suy with the shape and dimensions of the
original, but don’t worry about being exact.
These are, alter all, urititarian items that will
sce reugh usage,

@ A drawknile is perhaps the quickest and most
effective wol for making these pins.
Never use a steel hamimer to drive the pins -
always use a wooden maller,

Norm Fuss
" North Carolina Regiment
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The response to the "War and Washingron" song
query (Vol. 32 No. 3 and No. 4) contains a clue
that the information is not directly from an 18"
century source. Numerous and deeply rescarched
schofarly articles in this and other pubhicarions
have clearly demonstrated that huzza was not
misspelled "huzzah" until the mid 20th CEnIury,
and that the standard 18th and early 19th century
pronunciation in Britain and America, nosth and
south, was "huzzay" (See “Pronouncing Huzza -
Clear Voices Across the Centuries,” Vol 31 No.
1.} Therefore, the song's chorus with the modern
pronunciation and speliing of "Huzzah, Huzzah,
Huzzah, Huzzah," is probably not from an original
18" century source. Mast likely it is copied from
a flawed modern transcription, or from a recording,
While it is possible that it was occasionally spelled
“huzzah” in the 18" century, we can be pretry
certain that the standard accepted spelling in
Britain and America was “huzza.”

Mark Hilliard
10% Massachusetts Regiment

The article “Old Tents” (Volume 29 No. Py over-
leoked one very obvious use for the cloth from
worn out teats. At the beginning of the [778
campaign season, DeLancey’s Brigade was ordered
to repair their tents using clotk: from one of the
worn out tents. Presumably the worst of the tenry
were used 1o repair the others (Qrderly Book of the
Ihree Bartalions of Lovalists commanded by
Brigadier Genera) Qliver de Langey. New York
Historical Society, 1917). Brigade orders given on
13 April 1778 read:

Otfficers Commanding Companies will this Day order
the Tents of their Respective Companies to their Own
Quarters, there 10 be [mmediately repaired. A Ten: of
svery Compy must be cut up to mend the resr.
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