BLANKETS FOR MILITARY SERVICE

Most contemporary sources only mention a grey blanket as the lssued blanket

for troops during the War of 1812. These sources, however, are sométimes

vague in thelir descriptions and in identifying primary sources.! Some

other sources do indicate that the issued blankets were not grey, but primarily
white with a blue stripe at each end. This blanket was the common "point"
Blanke® 81 thHg erd. The point blanket that was utilized by the army seems to

have been in use as far back as the American Revolution.

The Museum of the Fur Trade collecticn includes a three point blanket carried by
Private Henry Marble of Wesiborc, Massachusetts during that war. It is four feet
five inches Dby six feet, white with 2 and 3/4 inch wide indigo blue stripes

and three points, with a center sean.

Captain Clemson's company, First U.S. Infaniry, garrisoned Fort Osage from
September 1808 to the early spring of 1813, During that time, requisitions
for supplies went through the Superintendent of Military:Stores. These stores

were purchased through the Purveyor of Public Supplies,

Tench Coxe, Purveyor, wrote to the Secretary of War:

On 31 Jenuary 1807,

Sir. .. } do not understand correctly what is meant by 2000 "'whita’-

blankels”™ in the letter of the (date omitted) which | kad the honor to.

receive frorn you. | have been much usef4 tJ ganwa! mefc‘land’se connect:a’

principa! assistant has I“ad srmlar I"abus and Mr JD Blanchard, of
‘assachusetts, whe has been accustomed to the Fastern, & Middle staie
trade & is afsa in this office, and with mysalf, unacquainted with the term.
The person furnishing you with the memorandum has not we presume,
been acquainted with the languzge of the dry goed (sic) trade -

Biankels are 2% point ) Twilled-white excepting one blue Stripe 2t
{army /777 3 peint-&¢)  each end, comn wool

rose —untviilled—of betier wool, increasing in qualily thereof as
they enlarge from 64 to 7/4—8.8.10, 11 & 12 cuarters
white, excepled two roses in the smailer & four roses in
the larger comers, wreught in with red, green, & vellow
yarn (These are piain, substaniial, & nch families (sic)

- Indian or purple or red striped duffil blankets, untwilled
white except a red or purple siripe at each end— wwl
about equal to 2% or 3 points—

These have been used to the Westward but have fallen
into disrepute and disuse-

The 2% points above menticned, have been purchased in a great measure
since the disuse of the [ndian or the striped duyffils. | should consider them
as worth here about 12 or 13/cusrency ar $3300 to 3400 for 2000 blankets,
The main body of all blankets (or ground) | may finally remark, is of white
undyed wool. The stripes at the ends are only frem 2 to 4 fingers in

Breadth. The points are small stripes in a corner thus 3 2%

{ have the honor to be &c . .



BLANKETS (continued)

On August 4, 1811, Purveyor Coxe, in writing to Messrs. Shepard, Northampion,
Maseachusetts stated: "the blankets will be made at $2.60, twilled 3% to

31 1b-6 ft, by 4% foot."* Iess than a month later, Coxe informed Wm. Montgomery,
Esquire on 16 September that: "I am purchasing 3 points woolen twilled blankeis,
6 feet long, % ft. 6 in. wide, and not weighing less than 3¢ to 3% 1b. each,
twilled with a blue stripe at each end for $2.60."2

By 1814, the price of the Dblankets had increased from $2.60 to $3.00 each.®

Colonel Samuel Wells, commanding the 17th Regiment if Infantry, received shipment
of eguipment while at the mouth of the Sciota River, whic] had teen shipped

on ine 4th, 7th and 17th.of December, 1812. It included "...Dblankets, two
and half and three point.... 500 quantity." The 17th served at Fort Melgs, Ohio
in 1813,

Other shipments to other units from the military stores at Fort Fayette near
what is now Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania included a detachment of the 22nd Infaniry
commanded by Major J. McCluney. One hundred twenty five "blankets, three peint"
were shipped between the 17th and 25th of December 1812.

Col. Anderson, 2Wth Infantry, Fort Massac, Ill,, 4 January, 12 Febry. 1813
“Blanket, three point, 612."

I+. Col., McMillian's detachment, 17th Infantry, Lexington, Kentucky,
5 Januaery 1813: "...Rose blankets, 266."

Col, Miller, 19th Infantry, Chilicothe} Ohio, 17 January - 5 February -
20 March, 1813: "...Blankets, three point or Duffil, 730 7
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On il August 1811, Captain E1i Clemson sent a detachment from Fort Osage to
pick up supplies at “...Fort Massac...while the boat and crew (from the post)
remnalined there [?brt Belléfontaing] till the 9th of October, when they set out
for Fort Massac for said clothing and stores, and are now frozen up about 120
miles below this post....” The captain penned further pleas for supplies on
10 December 1812, urgently stating, "no clothing of any description on han Rl

Perhaps through necessity, Clemson's men may have taken advantage of "Standing
Orders, First Regiment of Inf., 1802," written by Col. J.F. Hamtramck at Detroilt.
These orders mention such items as the use of sergeants’canes and enlisted men's
blanket coats.?




¥

BLANKETS (continued)
Indeed, blankets were plentiful at Fort Osage., George C. Sibley, Fort Osage
factor, conducted an "Inventory of Property of the United States this day on
hand at Saint Louis and lately removed from the United States Indian Factory at
Fort Osage on the River Mo., 30 June 1813." Among the total of $11,604.34 and 3/4
worth of goods, there were over 800 blankets! Among the many entries were:

8 pair stp. blankets 1.92% -~ 15.38

12 prs. 1% do 2.03%F - 24,39

i pr. 1% do for wrapper 2.0%% - 2,031

24 yards Hessians 20 ct - .50

42,304

#51 A Bale contg.

40 pairs 2% pt. Blkts. from Belle Fontaine in 1808
2 Dblankets Wrappers
2 ...TUgs

Entry #67 showed a "tierce containing .iwlight cold. serge, embossed serge, green
cloth, thread, Indian calico and blue calico...l pr. 3 pt. blankets - 4,18 [and
2 pr. green cloth windew curtain - 1.50."10 :

in conclusion, in seems appropriate to state that a common blanket utilized
by the military and civilians during the years 1808 and 1812 was the point

blanket. This blanket was commonly a white twilled blanket, approximately

Li feet by 6 feet with a blue siripe at each end and a center seam. It was
in use until at least 1836.

In that year, the Commissary General of Purchases, Calender Irvine penned a letier
to Messers. Barnham & Baker, Windham, Newhapshire.1

T have received your letter of the 6ih inst, The blankets
required for the soldiers are to be & feet & inches long & 5
feet wide; to be itwilled; to be made of good wool; to have the
nap well raised upon them on one side, and a little raised on
the other; and each blanket is to weigh 4 pounds; also to have
a blue stripe on each end, of indigo about 3 inches wide; otherwise
the blankets are to be white & perfectly clear of all foreign
matier,
12 December 1836,

The center seam common on these blankets was created by the limitations of the
width of the loom. The strips would be whip stitched together to form the full
width of the finished product. To weave the full width blanket required a loom
twice as wide as a regular one and either a fly-shuttle or two weavers sitting
at the loom and throwing ithe shuttle between them. L

Back on the frontier, Qaptain Clemson's commanding officer, Col. Thomas Hunt
sent Clemson and his men west to the Fire Prairie, fifteen minutes past 2:00 p.m.
on 7 August 1808,13 Hunt, unfortunately, died not long after on 18 August. The




BLANKETS FOR MILITARY SERVICE

Most contemporary sources only mention a grey blanket as the issued blanket

for troops during the War of 1812. These sources, however, are soméiimes

vague in their descriptions and in ldentifying primary sources. Some

other sources do indicate that the issued blankets were not grey, but primarily
white with a blue stripe at each end. This blanket was the common ™point" -
Blahke® 6 tHe erA. The point blanket that was utilized by the army seems to

have been in use as far back as the American Revolution.

The Museum of the Pur Trade collection includes a three point blanket carried by
Private Henry Marble of Westboro, Massachusetts during that war. It is four feet
five inches by six feet, white with 2 and 3/4 inch wide indigo blue siripes

and three points, with a center seam,

Captain Clemson's company, First U.S. Infantry, garrlsoned Fort Osage from
September 1808 to the early spring of 1813. During that time, requisitions
for supplies went through the Superintendent of MilitaryiStares. These stores

were purchased through the Purveyor of Public Supplies,

Tench Coxe, Purveyor, wrote to the Secretary of War;

On 31 January 1807,

Sir ... 1 do not understand correctly what is meant by 2000 -"white‘-
blankets” in the letter of the (date omitted) which | had the honor to.

receive from you. | have been much used to general merchandise connected
with the Southern, Western, and midgle state trade. Mr. Mifflin who is my
principal assistant has had similar habits and Mr. J.D. Blanchard, of
tassachusetts, whe has been accustomed to the Eastern, & Middle staie
trade & is also in this office, and with myself, unzcauainted with the term.
The person furpishing you with the memorandum has not we presume,
been acquainted with the languaze of the dry good (sic) trade -

Biankels are 2% point ) Twilled-white excepting one blue Stripe at
(army /77 3 point-&c)  each end, comn wool

rose—untwilled—of better wool, increasing in quality thereof as
they enlarze fram 6/4 to 7/4—8.9.10, 11 & 12 quarters
white, excepted two roses in the smalier & four roses in
the larger corners, wreught in with red, green, & vellow
yara (These are plain, substantial, & rich {amilies (sic)

- Indian or purple or red striped duffil blankets, untwilled, =

white except a red or purple stripe at each end—-wool
‘about equal to 2% or 3 points— Co
These have been used to the Westward but have falle
into disrepute and disuse-

The 2% points above mentioned, have been purchased in a great measure
since the disuse of the Indian or the striped duffils. | shosld consider them
as worth here about 12 or 13/currency or $3300 te 3400 for 2000 blankets.
The main body of all blankets (or ground) { may finally remark, is of white
undyed wool. The stripes &t the ends are only from 2 to 4 fingers in

Breadth. The pcints are small stripes in a corner thus 3 2% ==
i have the honor to be &c . . .



BIANKETS (continued)

On August 4, 1811, Purveyor CoXe, in writing to Messrs., Shepard, Northampton,
Massachusetts stated: “the blankets will be made at $2.60, twilled 3% to
3% 1b-6 ft. by b% foot."iL less than a month later, Coxe informed Wm. Montgomery,

Esquire on 16 September that: "I am purchasing 3 points woolen twilled blankets,

6 feet long, % ft. 6 in. wide, and not weighing less than 3% to 3% 1b. each,
twilled with a blue stripe at each end for $2,60."2 -

By 1814, the price of the blankets had increased from $2.60 to $3.00 sach.?

tolonel Samuel Wells, commanding the 17th Regiment 1f Infantry, received shipment
of equipment while at the mouth of the Scloia River, whicj had been shipped

on the 4th, 7thand 17th.of December, 1812. It included ", ..blankets, two
and half and three point.... 500 quantity." The 17th served at Fort Meigs, Ohio
in 1813,

Other shipments to other units from the military stores at Fort Fayetie near
what is now Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania included a detachment of the 22nd Infaniry
commanded by Major J. McCluney., One hundred twenty five "blankets, three point"
were shipped between the 17th and 25th of December 1812,

Col. Anderson, 24th Infantry, Fort Massac, Ill., 4 January, 12 Febry. 1813
"Blanket, three point, 612."

I4t. Col. McMillian's detachment, 17th Infantry, Lexington, Kentucky,
5 January 1813: "...Rose blankets, 266."

Col. Miller, 19th Infantry, Chilicothe} Ohic, 17 January - 5 February -
20 March, 1813: "...Blankets, three point or Duffil, 73,7

On 14 August 1811, Captain E1li Clemson sent a detachment from Fort Osage to
pick up supplies at “...Fort Massac...while the boat and crew (from the post)
remained there [Fort Bellefontainé] +i1l the 9th of Cctober, when they set out
for Fort Massac for said clothing and stores, and are now frozen up about 120
miles below this post...." The captain penned further pleas for supplies on
10 December 1812, urgently stating, "no clothing of any description on hand."”

Perhaps through necessity, Clemson's men may have taken advantage of "Standing
Orders, First Regiment of Inf., 1802," written by Col., J.¥. Hamtramck at Detroit.
These orders mention such items as the use of sergeants'canes and enlisted men's
blanket coats.Y
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BLANKETS (continued)
Indeed, blankets were plentiful at Fort Osage. George C. Sibley, Fort Osage
factor, conducted an "Inventory of Property of the United States this day on
hand at Saint Louis and lately removed from the United States Indian Factory at
Fort Osage on the River Mo., 30 June 1813." Among the total of $11,604.34 and 3/4
worth of goods, there were cver 800 blankets! Among the many entries were:

8 pair stp. blankets 1.92% - 15.38

12 prs. 13  do 2.0%% - 24,39

1 pr. 13 do for wrapper 2.03% - 2.03%

2% vyards Hessians 20 ct - .50

L2, 30+

#51 A Bale contg.

40 pairs 2% pt. Bikis. from Belle Fontaine in 1808
2 blankets  wrappers
2 .. TUgS

Entry #67 showed a "tierce containing .i.light cold., serge, embossed serge, green
cloth, thread, Indian calico and blue calico...l pr. 3 pt. blankets - 4.18 [and]
2 pr. greer cloth window curtain - 1.50." 0

In conclusion, in seems apprepriate to state that a common blanket utilized
by the military and civilians during the years 1808 and 1812 was the point

blanket. This blanket was commonly a white twilled blanket, approximately

Li feet by 6 feet with a blue stripe at each end and a center seam., It was
in use until at least 1836,

In that year, the Commissary General of Purchases, (Calender Irvine penned a ledter
to Messers. Barnham & Baker, Windham, Newhapshire.l

T have received your letter of the 6th inst. The blankets
required for the soldiers are tc be 6 feet 6 inches long & 5
feet wide; to be twilled; to be made of good wool; to have the
nap well raised upon them on one side, and a little raised on
the other; and each blanket is to weéigh 4 pounds; also to have
a blue stripe on each end, of indigo about 3 inches wide; otherwise
the blankets are to be white & perfectly clear of all foreign
matter.
12 December 1836,

The center seam common on these blankets was created by the limitations of the

width of the loom. The strips would be whip stitched together to form the full
width of the finished product. To weave the full width blanket required a loom
twice as wide as a regular one and either a fly-shuitle or twe weavers sitiing

at the loom and throwing the shuttle beiween them.12

Back on the frontier, Captain Clemson's commanding officer, Col. Thomas Hunt
sent Clemson and his men west to the Fire Prairie, fifteen minutes past 2:00 p.m.
on 7 August 1808.13 Hunt, unfortunately, died not long after on 18 August. The




jﬁT: ~ ipventory of Colonel Hunt's household furnishings includes the entry of
" pr. tlankets."™ From other evidence as well, it appears that the common
soldier was issued one blanket each, though they were commonly sold as "hAirs.,"

Imagine, if you will, a detachment of soldiers, protecting the far American
frontier, marching hundreds of miles in the wilderness. Suffering harsh
winter weather and poor raticns, they stop for the night. As they set up
the camp, they pull their blankets from within their knapsacks. On the
blankets were "TWOQ ROSES IN THE SMALIER AND FOUR ROSES IN THE LARGER CORNERS,
WROUGHT IN WITH RED, GREEN AND YELLOW YARN....,"15

By David C. Bennett, October 1989
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