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There is almosr ne mianition of agn official char

acter cancerning rhe uniforms
worn by Regular A ry

general oficers and eheir staffs whien the second war with
Careat Brirain was declared, June 18 1812, Indeed, no mention was made of chese
umferms i repularions issued as late as December 30 of tha vear.t But a1 should
be rercembered thar for some tme prior to 1812 rthere hud been anly three bripa-
diers and perhaps o halv-doven staff oificers and that whe
were but wine penern) afficers in all. Doubrless 1]
BOSE Appropriate,

nowar was declared there
wy wore what they cansidered

Some idew of the current sevle may be gained, however, from the porieait of
Major Genera) Uenry Dearborn painted by Gritbert Stuart in 18102 The ranking
general o1 the Army is shown in What {» apparently g deuble-hreasted blue conr with
lipels, butionholes o (he breast, and collar embroidered with sak leaves and acorns
n gold, The tap twe or 1hree buttans on che hrens remain unbuttoned, the {urned
back lupels showing thae che burtonholes are embroidered nside as well
His sword belr is of the shoulder tvpe, made of red moroeco leather ornmmented
with an oval gile plate. The plate apparenily i an LrRument only, serving no
function as 2 reulator of tengrh. Ng device is shown thereon, but a probably
contemporary marble bust of Deurborn by Binos, in the Chicagn Historical
Suctery, displavs on the plare an exgle of Nipoleonic type Erssping a thunderbolt in
ies talons. Doubtless thie s the "oval plare, three inches by rwo and « half, or-
namerited with an cagle” mentioned in the dress regularions of 1800 and lager.
The sheulder belr for mounted officers, an unusygl lea, 15 al
earlier orders, '

m (T,

so mentioned [ these

"Adjuaant General AMaf, William &, Hoote, Deputye Adjutant Geoeral of the Southern
Department, December ¥eo rdaa, farwarling dress regolations (Adjotane Craeral's Ofice,
Letters Sene Buok, E, 59 { Nations] Archivesis, A cupy of thess manuseripr regularians
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Dearborn, in this parrrair, wears a white stack, a shirt ruffle, wnd a hiph-collared
pult waisteoat. An interesting arnament is rhe order of the Cineinnati fastened to
a buttonhole on the left breast, His sword s not visahle, and, since no special madel
wits preseribed, inoarighe have been of any type, curved or straight, The unitorm
would be completed either by buf kerseymere panraleons and half-haots or by
reeches ol dhesiome material wich four pile buttons, an oval buckle at the knee, and
hiph boots of Liglic sucrern, '

Crenerad officers of militia of most of the szates at this carly periad may generally
b deseribes] as wnifornwed in 2lue faced and lined with buff, buff underclothes,
veliow huttans and epaulers, and either « chapeau bras ar cocked hac. These two
torms of hat were by then quite similar except that the former could be yalded Har
when off 1he head while the cocked har was made with a rigid crown, Uhe latter

ype wos found chiefly amang older officers. The coats sesm 1o luve been of the
‘rype thar lisaked from collar 1o battam edge with a broad facing down ench side
ard wers usually worn fastened only ar the waist by the twa lawesr hooks, This
fashion, of civilian arigin, pericted 1he coat and vest 1o pap open fac about seven
inches below rhe collar, disphising the finely pleated shire rule und white mushin
stuck tied with o knot is front. Anotlier civilian style led to cutting the battom of
the cont front shors enourh to wncover the lowest one or two buttuns of the walst-
Codiil. .

T the e uf details and arnitnent there was nothing wpproaching the uni-
tormisye we expeet todas. This was frue with Regular and militia commanders
and their salts alike, Swords, swaed knots, belrs, epaulers, trimming on the chap-
eauy bras, amd luee and cinhraidery on the conts were all acenrding 1o persenal
raney. Ihis delighriel freedum of cholee nmd Lick of restricrion iy indicated, for
New York at deast, by a letter dared Novembher 27, t&ro, tront Governar Tamp-
kins to Lesvis S, Pintard, whe had just heen appointed an wide on his stafi, The
Covernor, atter mentioning his appuintment and skerelily describing the uiitorg,
mdormed i thar Advseld and Alds, ro distinguish vurselves from the jaferiar
General Ofcers and their stalf, moun: a0 feathers. The sward, belt, sush, SpuTHE
and bouts are lefr to the twre of cach ajd who alse puts eiebroldery or lace on his
Coal wr not ar ks pleasure ® Ohvicusiv, then, HON RTOUP OF state general officers
aml toeir srarfs nss have displaved o complete line of the fashicnable and un-
tushionable footpear, aros, and wilivary haberdashery supplied by the milivary
wurariers of the dav, a condition strongly reminiscent of the Civi) War,

Early in the summer of 1813 the uniform of the general vificers of the Regular
Army underwent aie radical changes and becaine somewhar more wearable undey
the rigors of an American campaign.t The offivial deseription of the cout s as
Tallines

YPublic Bapers of Dawiet 8, Tompgins, Militury (Albany, 19023, 1, 350,
i & J - .
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Single hreasted, with ten buttens, and bunon holes waked with blue twist, T

five inches lang at the top und chree wr the botom, The standing collar to rise

of the ear, which will determine s width, The culfs, nor less than three and o

nor mare chun four foches wide, The shires faced with blue, the bottom of each o

than seven, nnt less than direr apd o hWalf, ipches wide: rhe'length ta resch of

af the knee, "The bottom of the breast apd two hip burtuns o range.

Lol b che enllar one bitnd hole, five inches long, with a bution an each side.

(2] The blind holes on enel side of the front, in herring-hune form, to be in ot

divevtion witl the vollur, from the wp o e botcom.

{33 Blind holes {in the like Form) to proceed from four huttens, placed lengihy

viach skir. A gilt stur, oo cenrre of che bottom, two inches fram the sdge.

tad The eutfsg o be dndentes] within one and 2 half jnch af the edye, with four
; fengthwise on euch sleeve, and holes 1 the theee upper buttuns, correspanding v

indendon of the coif, on the cenrer of which s ta be Tnserted the lower butran,

{90 AN genersl oficers will he permitted 1o embroider the hutcop holes, The ¢

sary General of Urdpnauce, the Ad)otants, bnspevtors, snd (Joartermasiers Cienor

LCommissary Cleneral of Purchases, will be permdered to embroider the batgsn

d the callar wnldy,

1t will be norleed thar general officers were still permitted t embroide
burtonbisles with ok leaves wnd acorns, but it is Joubrful that such rous
worn fur other than dress oceasions in the populated districrs, A fine exan

this tater embroidered coat may be seen in the partrait of Genuml‘ Farri
produced on pagre 145 of the Fall 1937 issue of this Jovksac, Flar burton
or withsut device, were given up in favor of the “zilr hullet” viriety whi
vnucd throurhour she swar, :

The fine broadeloth and gold embraidery that made up such costs as ¢
Generals Dearborn and Harrison were seldom, 1if ever, exposed 1o the sever
service on the sparsely populated American fronvier, thouph certainly
weterded thut thes should be sworn wn enmpaign following the European rer
For field service and cerain ather pocasivns a coat of the sne cuz, but wich
coibreidery ar luce and konown as undress, was permirred. 1his wils, howes
anly concession male by the repulations o the hear, dust, mud, rain, and |
undervrush of o comparacively trackless wilderness. Creneral Harrizon, we
made his Western compaign in wir old hunting shirt and cownooen har, ar
probable chat many high-ranking officers adopted cqually nondescripr habl
fur such UL’:CLI:;EUI'L:\.‘-’ .

Stacks were at black silk or leather. Vests, breeches, and pantaluons we
raft color fur peneral afficers and white for their statfs., These veses were
breasted, without pocket faps,” and the beeeches carcied “four burtons o th
and gilt kuee buckles.” Ia summer officers were permitteed to wear pantal
nankeen, a vellow.or buff corton fabric of a suitably Lghr weighs + in wine
were pernitred, but nat required, to wear blue pantaloans of o heavier clo

Military A Faire, T, 425-30. The sectons devotesd to the uniform are short and Pag
‘These sections were' considersbly amplified and slightly altered in the repulation
v " . . . 1 i N h- .. 4

' Deen [

- 1 [

http:/fwww jstor.org/jstor/ gifevidir/mif00008/ 15208613/di962553/96n0221t 1 4 aifetar QOO
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White Loy coverings, although guickly soiled by saddle and wearher, were
mure serviceable than waould appear at*fisst glanve, much mare so than th
White cauld he kept clean by the use of pipeclay in defaule of washing, b
Lot beeame streaked and faded when washed and it was alraogt rapossible to
the shade of the clath by a4 mixture of pipeclay and vellogw achre, the usual ¢l
material for buft colored leather of clath, In 1821 the Governor of New
candemoed Guff for Captain Morr's arnillery company ar Congress Spr
daratoga County, saying that blue underclothes or even wlilte would De
“or although white shows din so0n 1t can be washed oftener withour njur
butt will chunge calar by frequent washing . . | which will destray the apif
in colour of the under cloarhs '™

Fashion, though unsupported by regulations, came to the reseye with 4 ga
wnfamiliag to us today, known as sherryvallies, literally over-trousers o1
whose outside Teg seums were completely open and made to burron fram
bottorm s they could be put on or off over spurred hosts and pantaloans. An
can aide-de-camp, w riting of his experionces at Sackert's Harbor in 1 Br7, sra
they were WoEn even betore the war, adding thar the prepacavion for 4 |
equitation “was no other than the superinduction of a paiv of eherriealliey
were worn, however, more jor the bright buttans and other ornaments of
they seemed to authorize rhe display, than as a puard against deflements, of
there was nat much apprehension under a bright sun and over dry roads.
Cother ornaments' consisted of, on the frone, either braided decarations kn
Austrian knots, extending from the top edge pact way down the thigh, or
Raps with burtans, ser sloping in the region of the grom. At the hattom edge
side ot the leg was fastened a chain about cigliteen inches long which was
under the hoor and slipped wver one of the burrens on tile outside seam near
[tne with the calf, The sherryvallies were wnvariably reenforced with buck
uther leather on the inside and around the burtum of rhe fegs.®

Later in the war it beeame usual to wear the sherryvallies us TrOUs s, 3
the pantalouns undernearh, which made the battons un the leg UNnecessary,
were consequently done away with except from abaut the top or the middle
cult down, In that form, bur withour the leather, they hecame an incre
popular style with fosr officers: in face, from thar time on 1v becomes iff
istinguish them from trousers, and, although the rery sherryvallies ren
the vocabulary of rhe War Department until 1834 when used to descer
trousers of dragoon privates, it appears to refer only to the reenforcem

cloth an the inside and around the bottem of the leg, OF course, these &

. ) i
“Eomphing Pdp.:v;,u i1, as,
T Anonymnus, “The Fiest Campaign of an A, 13, CLV M iitary and Naval My
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were not peculine to Ameriva; they had been comunon wmong European lighe

4

cavalry for some vears,

Prior 1o 18173 the most common kind of faorwear among general and staff officers
was s hout of medium height which extended to the knee, bur nearly contemporury
portraits show that other types were also in vogue. “Hessiuns” with scalloped-
tu npml fronts and rassels appear 1o the painting of General Moargan Lewis of New
York,” while long boots, of a light make but covering rhe knee, wre o be found in
portraits of Regutars, The regulations of 1813 allowed only ' “high military boots,”
and these were required as well of thase pfficers teken from the line to serve on a
general staff. Spurs were ardered o be of ilt; 1ht‘.‘ were mediugy (nosize and had
small rowels.

For headdress all general and staff officers wore the chapeau bras, a collapsible
har which could be curried under the arm, without feathers and of the following
torm:

Fan not less than <is and a half, nor more than nine inches high in the rear, oor less
than fifteen, nor mure than seventeen inches and % half fram point tu point, bound round
¢he edge with black hinding hall an inch wide. Buttan and Jeup, black, Crockade, the
same, four and a half inches diamecer, with u gold eagle in the center.

These chapeaux had alveady bepun the shrinking process that was carried to such
ridiculous extremes by seme British officers, especially Wellingron,

Swords were “vellow mounted, with black, or yellow, pripe, For the officers of
Cthe Adjutant, Inspector, and Quartermaster General’s dedITlTiEntb, sabers; for
all others, straight swords, Waist belts of black leather. No sashes.” Obviously a
irreat mang variations of pattern in sword forms could be covered by this inadeguate
description. The portrait of Harrisen mentioned above a‘lmrl\ shows the shape and
detail of the hilt of the strajghr sword beginning to be used by most of the general
efficers. Though straight swords were required by regrulations and carried by most
veneral officers, o nutable exception te the rule was Andrew Jaclson whose pore-
rairs all show 4 curved saber. An example of one of these sabers, & French army
eyvpe having o long heavy blade with a deep curve and broad central prove, 15 in the
Noational Museun, Washington, 13 G The sabers of the staff officers were the
familiar partern with the eagle’s head pommel and the single narrow SUPD CUTvIng
inward sharply at half the Jength of the grip and then turmna at a sharp angle
at the blude, furming a yuillon.

The black leather waist belts seemn often to have been edged with gold Jace, and
the plate was apparently rectangular with an vagle of conventional type grasping
olive branches and arrows. (}nc of Sully’s portraits of Jackson displays an elaborate
vold embroidery along the center of the belt as well as the lace edying. The sword
iz suspended by chains ms.tf_md of straps,t?

“In tlu City dall, New \mk MNew York.

¥ This saber, toa{erher wu}r;nmw pther examples of this period. is ilustrated sod dis
J
B
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A, Regular drmy general staff officer in ariginal sierryvallies, abeut rdry.
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Epaulets of general officers were of gold wich an orngte and rigid strap aod
creseent, wsually mounted on u red cloth base, The bullion fringes were about one-
halt inch in width and from three to four inches in lengeh. From contemporary
letters it would appear thar this ftern of the uniform had o be imporeed from
abroad. Two silvered stars on the gold strap designated o major peneral @ ane, =
brigadier. "Lhe epaulets of staff officers varied with their previous duties wod
branches of service, and their rank was indicated in the same frushion s the orher
otheers of the tine,

We would narurally expect vhe militia officers to have changed ar simplified
theit uniform fallowing the lead of the Regulars, Such, however, was not the casce,
and they vontinued to array themsetves in the traditional blae and buff, By the end
of the war, soine in the West had adopted the Repular Army general officers’ umi-

tform with certain modifications. The mititia law of Kentucky, passed February 4,
18135, requiced that general officers and peneral, division, and hrigade staff officers
be unifurmed in “a blue cout und pantaloons made in fashion of U. 8. dress uni-
torm, yellow burtans, gold epaulets, spurs, boots, a round bluck har, black ceckade,
white plume and small sword or hanger,” A round or citizens' hat had been sub-
stituted for the chapeau bras, and no mention is raade of buff pantaloons or hreeches.
Harse furniture of the general and staff officers of the Regular Army throughout
the war, though not prescribed by repulation, seems to have been plain and service-
able. Apparently it was simply 2 saddle of modern hunting type of vither bluck or
“brown leather worn with a breast plate, crupper, surcingle, and a pair of holsters
with gilt metal tips of no prescribed pattern proweted by single or double bear skin
Hups. Somerimes a4 square dark blue saddle-cloth edpged with 4 wide gold lace was
worn unider the saddle. The bridle was plain and light in construction, usually wich
a singhe check-piece and either z straight branched or slightdy "8" shaped bit
Sully’s portrait of Andrew Jackson, painted shortly afrer the war, shows a bridle
elaborated by crossed straps over the horse's face, fastened a1 the front-piece, with
nose band and poinr of crossing decorated by rosettes, This was @ common feature
ore British ofheers” bridles and, quite probably, on American as well. Tt seems
strange for a general officer to pack his own saddle with bis belengings, bur the
alde-de-carap wham we have quoted above found on joining 2 cavaleade of general
afhoers ar Albany thar “maost of the saddles had 2 vahise en croupe” as the “cum-
brous wuin could nar be supposed 1o keep up with our calvalry in expedition.” '
Milicia general ¢fficers harse equipments were nore striking by reason of a leopard
skin saddle-housing which, since there was convenient tack of regulations or restric-
tions in such matters, may have taken a vanety of forms. Probably it bore the same
shape as the blue cloth of the Regulars, though it may have appeared as a full skin

worn over the saddle and holsters in the form of a sefabiraque.
In the way of winter ¢lothing there seems 1o have been as lintle preparation
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a scanty cape and 4 rolling callar, a rotally fnadequate plece of clothing for
sub-zero campaigning, Tn the West general officers usually substitured
coats, but in the East great coats in the fashion of the day were maore
buch couts were of no prescribed color or pattern, and were not suppli
military buttans; in fact, it is.not likely that general officers in the field d
winter in Canads or on the frontier in the West bore much resemblane
pleture tormed for us by the dress regulations. Fur or woolen CUPs COve
head and ears could be substitured fur the chapeau bras; and a Freat Coat ¢
blankes-like material of pray, blue, olive, brown, or a deep piled fawn
material known s “lion skin,” lined with waalen clath, sheepskin, or fur
hide all distinctions of rank, except of course the sword which May usid
been warn outside.

Huci CrarvLes MoBagrs

DEVOTION BY DRUM-BEAT, 1779

tHeidelborg 1 have seen the troops perform theiv exercise every orning on th
Uwas o pood deal surpeised to observe, that nut only the movements of the soidiers’
and the articudes of their bodies, hut also their devotiens, were under the directi
major's cane. The tollowing motions are performed s part of the miliary ma
every day before the troops are marched to their different gaards,

The major fourishes his caner ~the drum gives a single tap, and every m
Aty raises his hand to his bat;—at 3 second siroke on the drum, they take aff ¢
and are suppused 1o pray;—at @ third, they fnish their petitions, and puot o
on their heads.-~ Uf any man has the assurance to proleng his praver a manuce o
the drum indicatés, ne is punished on the spot, and ta Hght to be bess devour for

—from o Firme of Seciery and Masners |
Suwpitwerland and Germany, by John Mo

QUERIES

18, LEWILS MAF OF sdas, 1o Ediott Coves' Hiscory of the Fxpedition under
mand of Captaing Lracls and Clark 1s a facsinsile reproduction of a tap copled by
King in 1306 from one sent tw President Jefferson by Meriwether Lewls, Cow
that this king version was found in the War Depariment, but where 3s the arigh
Map?

REPLIES

32, REBEL WA4R CRY (I, 136), David €, Thempson, writing of his X
Antietam {Butiles and Leaders of the Cizid Har, 11, 438), desceibed the “rebe
“a high stirill yelp, wttered withour concert, and ke up cantipually swhen th
was approaching a climax, a5 an incentive w further effort” He found it it
from “the deep-hreasted Narthern cherr, given in unison and after a struggle”




