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The Truman Doctrine, 1947

ON March 12, 1947, President Harry S Truman went before a joint session of
Congress to seek aid for Greece and Turkey. United States military experts had told
the President that the Greek government might fall to communist revolutionaries if it
did not receive outside aid. Turkey also was facing internal unrest and territorial

demands by the Soviet Union. The policy of contain
President—that the United States was to underwrite

ment proposed by the
the defense of free states against

communist aggression—became known as the Truman Doctrine.

HE gravity of the situation which con-
fronts the world today necessitates my
appearance before a joint session of the
Congress. The foreign policy and the

national security of this country are involved. . . .

One of the primary objectives of the foreign pol-
icy of the United States is the creation of conditions
in which we and other nations will be able to work
out a way of life free from coercion. This was 2 fun-
damental issue in the war with Germany and Japan.
Our victory was won over countries which sought
to impose their will, and their way of life, upon
other nations. . . -

At the present moment in world history nearly
every nation must choose between alternative ways
of life. The choice is t0O often not a free onc.

One way of life is based upon the will of the
majority, and is distinguished by free institutions,
representative government, free  elections,
guarantees of individual liberty, freedom of speech
and religion, and freedom from political
oppression.

The second way of life is based upon the will of
the minority forcibly imposed upon the majority. It
relies upon terror and oppression, 2 controlled
press and radio, fixed elections, and the suppression
of personal freedoms.

I believe that it must be the policy of the United
States to support free peoples who are resisting

attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by
outside pressures.

1 believe that we must assist free peoples to work
out their own destinies in their own way.

I believe that our help should be primarily through
economic and financial aid which is essential to €co-
nomic stability and orderly political processes. - - -

1 ask the Congress tO authorize the detail of
American civilian and military personnel to Greece
and Turkey, at the request of those countries, tO
assist in the tasks of reconstruction, and for the
purpose of supervising the use of such financial and
material assistance as may be furnished. I recom-
mend that authority also be provided for the
instruction and training of selected Greek and
Turkish personnel. . . -

The seeds of totalitarian regimes are nurtured by
misery and want. They spread and grow in the evil
soil of poverty and strife. They reach their full
growth when the hope of a people for 2 better life
has died. We must keep that hope alive. The free
peoples of the world look to us for support in
maintaining their freedoms.

If we falter in our leadership, we may endanger
the peace of the world and we shall surely endanger
the welfare of this nation. Great responsibilities
have been placed upon us by the swift movement
of events. 1 am confident that the Congress will
face these responsibilities squarely.

‘ QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

2. What does Truman ask Congress for?
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1. According to Truman, what characterizes a totalitarian regime?

3. How does Truman describe life under totalitarianism?
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