A photo of Gerda’s father, Julius
Weissman, which Gerda kept in
her ski boot during her years in Nazi
slave-labor camps. Julius Weiss-
mann helped save Gerda’s life by
insisting that she wear ski boots
when the Nazis took her away; she
wore the ski boots during a forced
death march in which other young
women were barefoot or wearing
only sandals in the snow.

PHOTO TAKEN CIRCA 1937

A photo of Gerda’s mother, He-
lene Weissmann, which Gerda
kept in her ski boot during her

years in Nazi slave-labor camps.

PHOTO TAKEN CIRCA 1939

A photo of Gerda’s brother, Artur
Weissman, which Gerda kept in her
ski boot during her years in Nazi slave-
labor camps. Artur was the first in
Gerda’s immediate family to be taken
away by the Nazis.

PHOTO TAKEN CIRCA 1937



A photo of American
Soldier Kurt Klein,
given to Gerda. The
message, translated
from German: "To my
Gerda, with a full heart.
Kurt."

DATED SEPT. 14, 1945




A photo of Gerda’s Uncle Leo, taken
shortly before he moved to Turkey.
Sixty-seven of Gerda’s relatives,
including all of her immediate family,
dies in the Holocaust. Only Gerda and
Uncle Leo survived.

PHOTO TAKEN 1924-1925



A Nazi identification photograph of
Gerda Weissman, age 16. Gerda’s
mother had sewn this dress from a
green blanket, adding a collar from one
of her own dresses.

PHOTO TAKEN CIRCA 1940



A photo of Gerda and her
brother, Artur Weissmann.

PHOTO TAKEN CIRCA 1936



A school photo of

Gerda

whose face is

circled, second row,

fifth from left.

PHOTO TAKEN CIRCA 1932



Gerda was held in several slave-labor camps,
including this one, where she worked the
looms in a factory setting. She and others lived
in the building on the left; newly arriving pris-
oners were housed in the building on the right.

MODERN PHOTOS




The Weissmann family home

in Bielsko, Poland. When the
German army invaded Poland, the
Weissmanns were forced to live
in their own basement.

PHOTO TAKEN CIRCA 1990
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A photo of Gerda’s childhood
friend, Isle Kleinzahler, holding
her father’s hand on a street in
Bielsko, Poland. Isle and Gerda
spent years together in Nazi
slave-labor camps.

PHOTO TAKEN CIRCA 1929



MILITARY GOVERISMENT OF GERMANY

TEMPORARY REGISTRATION Zeitwelllg- n..a.e.-immlnm :

Name Veissmann  Geréda ‘ Alter 21 Geschlecht wei h}d ch
Name W Age Sex i
Staendige Adresse _ iiiinchen Séhenernl: Lﬂlﬂ 10 Beruf Biroapgastellte | §
Permanent Address | Occupation Ay ; LY
Jetzige Adresse liirchen, .9 S:ibencriplatz X0 3

Present Address
Der Inhaber dieser Karte ist als Einwohner von der Stadf ... titrnehen
vorschriftsmaessig registriert und ist es ihm oder ihr strengstens verboten, sxch von diesem Platz zu ﬁ
entfernen. Zuwiderhandlung dieser Massnahme fithrt zu sofortigem Arrest. Der Inhaber d:«* ‘Bclumeo~
muss diesen Ausweis stets bei sich fithren. : :
The holder of this card is duly registered as a resident of the town of Jfunich
and is prohibited from leaving the place designated. Violation of this restriction

lead to immediate arrest. Registrant will at all times have this WM M‘]"’

pase Nr, 373 2 ' " hief Pubiic Sﬁf

L.,m-.uu.. Nommer Name and Rank
Identity Card Number Mil Gov Oficer, U.S. Army

W/@ lAH/iMWWMM' ‘ . ; ek éppt 1945

Unterschrift des Tahabers Datum iu{,‘.l—-llu.
Sigaatare of Holder Date of luac

2
(Dies ist kein Personal-Ausweis und erlaubt keine Vorrechte).
(This is not an identity document and allows no privileges).
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=7 and others lost all possessions, IS
|-/ including birth certificates and
| other vital documents. Follow-

% ing the war, survivors were
issued Temporary Registration
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©0B\uay 1948 /.
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‘}’ B B
Gencr'u vi‘b.,za.t on on Western Frontr ”
. Only active en units are now eluts in German Am;}k Gp Cénter under -Qm, ;
eneral Isid Morschall SCHOERNELs The Fastern Froms is the se of mosik; #%, § "
sct vﬁ:,y' wheve-the en are resisting Russian advances v:Lgov-ous"y,, %uv Gp Cente :
pomyol?d of 1st Pz, 4th Pz, 17th end 6%tk 58 Pz Army.

All derman forces in NW Gerr:any; Holland and Denmark surrender‘d as ar
ososom lua.y 1945.
/) Surrender of entire German Armed Forces is imminent.

2, BNBMY OP‘Z‘.RA_TIONS S DURZN(G: PRRICD.

P ’“‘a""‘Genv:ai summary. Fn resistancc was light, scattered and disorgenized. |
werorted ia our zoue for the first time during this o erations ’_} RY, Q!
was occupied a# 190U hrs after tokeun resistancs prmcipal Y ¢ 5 PAS
582 en patisute in hospitals being coptured by the 2d Inf, Yago'bia.ﬁims between
2 Cav Gp and est 2,000 Arty OCS students in vic KASPERBKI—BORX, 'Q247‘7, wera Badng - 0§ LR
. §
“econsidercd at end of period. ;

be Opera"cions of component elmts,

(1) Infentry. Fire was received from VALARY during afternoon 6 ia
gp fired from vie Q530550 during morning apologized for violating "NO FIRE"™ orders
agreed upon, Large colum of en wers reported moving S to VOLARY with whi "ﬂgﬁl
at 1515 hrs. ; i

(2) &rty 12 .5 20 rounds of 88mm arty foll in vic VOLARY from 1800 gt
1900 hrs . :

(3) Airs Bn ft, liaison type, was fired on vic Q505665 at 1700 hrs mdy
reported damaged, ;

3. MISCELLANHOUS.
a. Pls processed by PM during period: 677. His proceued thro zh Clearing

Station: 5, Fis captured in hospitals at VOLARY: 582, Pis for prosont oporaﬂom_'
4,897, Totol His to datos 63,804 ;

i
be Lstimate of en killed, wounded and materiel captured or destroyed, 2 7
(1) Bn killeds 10, En wounded:s 40, Lt. Kurt Klein, an intel- § !
ligence officer, had access L 4
(2) En materiel captured or destroyed: Unknown. to “secret” documents
L such as this, written at the
¢e Third US Army Discussion, Moy 5, end of World War IT, at the

The surrender of 11 Pz Div to the 90th US Inf Div is the Same(tj"t“el'g'ei"ta"g Oghew
eapitulation in the imminent CZECHOSLOVAKIAN Pocket that will be (2rvedtoliberate Gerda

and other survivors of the
dmeture of the Third US hrmy and Russian forces. With the tactic: i = "

- 1 ” DATED MAY 7, 1945, THE SAME DAY

SECRET KURT AND GERDA FIRST MET
0



to ta'o any chaicos
¥ fons ve te¥ion; all
cfinitely possosses the

Ly k

: i Lt Kurt Klein, an intel-
ligence officer, had access
to “secret” documents
such as this, written at the
end of World War II, at the
same time Klein and others
arrived to liberate Gerda
and other survivors of the
death march.

DATED MAY 7, 1945, THE SAME DAY
KURT AND GERDA FIRST MET




Deutsche Wollenwaren Manufaktur
fktiengesellschaft

Grinberg (Schles.)

Postfach 32,
i B Fernruf: Codes: Drahtwort:
Ay 5 S I-Nr, 121 A.B.C. Wollfakt
An den ammerir 5. und 6. Ausgabe Gr?\'lnger‘g;chles.
Rudolf Mosse
derrn Blrgermeister Zahlstellen:
alsg Crts o olizeibeshorde Reichsbank-Giro-Konto Grinberg *r. 511/ 50
i T s S e S Dresdner Bank, Fillale Granberg
("‘bt + DAUp olizei ) Commerzbank A~G. Forst/L
Deutsche Bank; Zweigstelle Griinberg
hier Postscheck-Konte Breslau Nr. 517
L |
direkt diiBgh
Ihr Zeichen Ihre Nachricht vom Unsere Nachricht vom Unser Zeichen Tag
66 Rae ./ 4_ % =4 4_2 _in der Antwort anzugeben
4 S e 5 5
R . Gl/He 29, 5. 42

Judenbaracke

In Beantwortung Ihres Schireibens vom 4. ds. Mts. teilen
wir Ihnern mit, daf Umnidnderungsarbeiten in unserem Shed-
bau, Breslauer Strale 33, vorgenommen wurden, zwecks ZHr-
richtung des Judenlagers, auf Veranlassung des Sonderbe-
auftragten des Heichsfihrers der SS und Chef der Deut-
schen Polizei flr fremdvolkischen arbeitsecinsatz in Ober-
schlssien Sitz Sosnowitz.

anpbei senden wir Thnen wunschgemiB Zeichnungen, Lageplan
und Saubeschreibung in je zweifacher Ausfertizung zur
gefl. Benutzung und bitten naschtriglichn um eine ent-—

sprechende Baurenehmigung.

znufaktur
Aktiengesellschalt

anlugwen ! M
ailugein 1 §

This paperwork identifies plans
to expand the slave-labor camp
at Grunberg, where Gerda would
be sent.

DATED MAY 29, 1942



Gerda dearest,

The day which dawned so gray for us is now nearly over
and I am sitting in the waiting room of the Munich
railroad station, meeting your thoughts halfway, while
unseen hands are busy setting the wheels in motion
that will carry me away from you! What happens after
that is not clear.

This is the second time I am leaving Germany, having
to leave behind that which is most precious to me. The
first time, I did not fully perceive the gathering storm.
Meanwhile the terrifying drama has taken its inexo-
rable course. The curtain has come down, but you still
remain where the tragedy was played out.

I cannot find any peace until you, too, have become
a mere spectator of those events and at least a small
part of the compensation that should be yours will have
eased the pain. Just know that the nightmare is over
and the future lies before us in brighter colors! With
that in mind, Gerda: Be of good courage — I have full
confidence that both of us will soon be very, very happy.

In high spirits I embrace you and kiss you,

Your Kurt

A letter from American
soldier Kurt to Gerda, his
future wife. “Just know that
the nightmare is over,” he
wrote, “and the future lies
before us in brighter colors.”

DATED SEPT. 16, 1945



My most precious Kurt,

Another day has passed. Now, first and foremost, I
must thank you for your letter, which came so
unexpectedly and brought me so much joy. Your
photo stands in front of me — your flowers are still
fragrant. The quiet, measured ticking of the little
clock reminds me that each and every minute moves
you farther and farther away from me.

For the third time in my life I am experiencing the
excruciating pain that all that is dearest to me and to
which I clung the most has been taken from me.
Forgive me for not being as brave as I should have
been when I said good-bye to you. But I promise, I
shall be from now on.

My thoughts of you are the core of my existence.
They can conquer all obstacles.

I embrace you with many kisses,

Gerda

A letter from Gerda to her
“most precious” Kurt. “My
thoughts of you are the
core of my existence,” she
wrote. “They can conquer
all obstacles.”

DATED SEPT. 18, 1945
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Badges for Interned Prisoners in the Concentration Camps

Form and Color of Badges

Habitual
Political Criminal Immigrant Bible Researcher| Homosexual Anti-Social

<
<
<
<
<4
<4

Basic Colors

Badges for
Second Offenders

Prisoners of

< o4 4

© % o4 d

< < o4 «l
» # |odq| dl

Punishment
Companies
Badges for
Jews
Jewish Race Jewish Race
Desecrator— Desecrator— Prisoner
Special Badges Male Female Flight Suspect Number

<
<

Previous

Armed Forces |Special Prisoners
Polish Czech Member Badge

Many minorities — Jews, Roma (Gypsies),
homosexuals, political and religious prisoners,
and the mentally ill — were “marked” for annihi-
lation by the Nazis. The felt “Jude” star included
in this kit is another such symbol.
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Portions of the information found on maps Is derived from materials of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington, DC.
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Volary

m CZECHosLOVAKA
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AUSTRIA

As allied forces encircled
Germany in the fall of 1944, the
Nazis tried to hide their crimes,
dismantling camps and evacuat-
ing prisoners on what came to
be known as death marches.
Gerda’s march, in the bitter win-
ter of 1945, lasted for 350 miles
until she was liberated in Volary.

MAP BOUNDARIES CIRCA 1937



urope 1937-1941
®  Major nazi camps
() Conquered by German forces, 1039
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Hundreds of Nazi camps — death
camps and slave-labor camps —
covered the landscape of
German-occupied Europe.



A postcard of the Weissmann
family’s hometown, present-
day Bielsko, Poland. The
building on the left is where
Gerda attended school as

a child.

DATE UNKNOWN
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A postcard to Gerda’s Uncle Leo in Turkey. In the postcard, Gerda
explains that she is writing to Uncle Leo “because Mama’s nerves
are in bad shape.” Artur. Gerda’s brother, had been taken away by
the Nazis in October, but the family still hadn’t heard a word from
or about him.
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23,91933 Erfter Spatenftich
23. 91936 loookalutobahn fctttg

Nazi propaganda postcard, addressed
to Kurt Klein’s aunt in Buffalo, N.Y.

DATED 1936
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WHAT ARE
You
GOING TO STUDY?

DUST

GERMANY - AUSTRIA - CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Soldiers to Turn
Into Students
Under | & E Plan

So here hath been dunwning
Another Ulwe Day;
Think, wilt thou let it
Stip uxcless away.
-Thomas (Carlyle

‘

Qpporlunily is knocking for the sol-
Jiers who occupy Germany in the form
of division educoton courses designed
1o teoch one or more useful vocational
or professional skills or give a bosic edv-
cotion leading towards such o skill, oc-
cording to Major Poul A. Vanderhaiden,
division Information ond Education offi-

r

Whilo military duties will stll hove
priority over cnyrhm? else, an ambitious
aducation progrom for the diwvision s
being orgonized ond is schedulad to start
30 doys ofter the division closes in its
assigned occupational area in Germany.
All unit plans ond the division plan must
be completed within 10 days after arri-
val in the occupation area. .

As the plon Is tentatively sot ot the
present, the education progrom can be
roughly divided into two phases: unit
schools which will be clossroom affairs
and on-the-job training.

Unit schools will be organized on a
batialion level or for small units totalling
1.000 men. Closses will ba hold with two
hours Instruction per day, Mondoy
ik-~usah Friday . Tho two hours will foll
somewhere  between 1000 ond 1700
hours daily, as they fit into the division

NGl
On-the-Job Troining

On-the-job training will place an indi-
sidual on Speciol Duty as on understudy
10 o soldier actuolly performing a job,
such as welding, or coterpillor opera-
nng The student would learn by actually
performing the work.

Regimental and divisional schools may
bo orgonized for courses which have not
much universu! demand or which require
<catca technical equipment

{continved p. 2. Co! 3}

sth Divison Gets Third
Quota for §s-pointers to U.S.

A third quota of Sth Division personnel
1o go bock 1o those United Stotes under
tho point-ond-possiblo discharge system
has just baen announced. The new quoto
15 the largest yet, comprising. 693 anlisted
men and 7 officers, who ore schadulod
10 lnave the division on June 2.

The plon thus oppeors to bo working
o5 promised ond for tastar than most Red
Dismond vetrans expected. Wk
points were frozen In the divie’
were 414 officers ond 5777
in tha Sth with 85

BEFORF, Schewa Scheps, aged 18, of Dam-

hrowa-Grube, Upper Silesia, was placed in a
concentration camp and later foreed (o march
500 miles, she was the robust, healthy girl
pictured above The photograph wns furnished
tha 5th Division Inspector-general
sister

by her
! [}

AFTER Schewn Scheps, now 22, waa a priso-
net of hate for three yeara and made the 500
mile march 1o Volary, Caecheslovakia, ahe
wan the tiving skelaton phatographed above.
it not for long. She died the day alter tho
photograph was taken, from starvation.
~.j60th Sig Photo

LETTER TO AMERICANS‘

(Tho following lotter was written by a 21-yeor-old Jawess named Gerda Weis-
man who wos one of the handful of survivors of an $S conducted death morch
from oastern Gormany ta Volary, Czechoslovakia, where Sth Division troops
found them The story that gives the background of this leter is on the right-
hand column of tho page. This latter 15 printed here becouse i is an unusually
poworful lotter and bocause it explains partially why we Americons fought this
viar ond why wo have to stay hero in Germany and occupy it. Gorda Waeis-
man wroto this lelter the day oftor being liberaled

Peace! Peace! That great word that holds within it the meaning of
life, the breath of freedom. Freedom! I welcome it in the rays of the
golden sun, and I salute you, brave American soldiers. To us you
are not ordinary men, but mythical heroes who fight to liberate us
and who meet us with outstretched arms. Your sympathy is great,
but we cannot speak the unspeakable and you might not under-
stand our language. You are a people of freedom — and we? Are we
human still — or again?

They have tried to drag us to the lowest level of existence, de-
meaned us, treated us worse than animals. Yet something has re-
mained alive within us, for it stirs anew. It is a soul sensitive to the
beauty of blossoming spring. The heart that beats in our breast
pulsates with feeling. Slowly the petrified shell under which cruel
barbarians have cut deep wounds is breaking, leaving a vulner-
able, newly healed heart.

Words of farewell for you were whispered by my friend’s dying
lips: “Welcome them, welcome our liberators. I won’t live to see
them so greet them for me, they who liberate you!”

Gerda Weissmann

5th Unearths

Another SS
Brutality

In tho last days of the wor, troops ot
the 5th Division libarated 150 starved.
cmaciated young Jewessas from a half-
lifo of filth and brutolity whea they cap-
tured the Sudetanlond villoge of Volary
ond uncoverad the details of one of the
most motbid and senseless examples of
bestiality committed by the Germon army
and the Germon people

The sordid collection of facts woven
inlo o story of how 150 Jewesses of an
original group of 1200 survived o death
morch of approximately 500 miles begon
when the 803rd Tonk Dastroyer Recon
plotoon attoched 1o the 2nd Combat
Toeam, entered Volary with littlle opposi-
tion. Mojor Henry N. Hooper of the
2nd's Military Government detochment
found the girls lying on the filthy floor
of o building, storving 1o death. They
woro carefully removed by litter by the
2nd Infantry to a civilion hospital ond
tho 5th Medical Bottalion took over the
job of supervising their recovary. Mony
of the quls wore so emocioted that the
medics were able to corry two girls on
a single normol medicol hitter.

Ganorous soldiers of the Sth Division
stirrod by tha pitiful sight, contributad
thoir own clothes ond brought gifts
Units sent representative qroups of sol-
dints 10 seo the rasult of tho S5 traatmaent
and ranant it tn thait fellows  Brawny
mess serqecnts boked cokes and pies
OnG st imn o0 the fonpatal, o
entiro reaction of the Americon soldiers
was in such direct contrast to the bruta-
lities sufforod ot the honds of the Ger-
mans thot the Jowossos wop! their thaonks
or stared in wide-oyed wonder at thei
dolivorors

(continued p. 2 col 3)

Staffs Planning
Recreation Eden

Extonsiva recrection plons invelving
motor launch trps on the Donube river.
uso of o castle ond chatoou for recres
ton clubs, and use of tonnis courts, swim
ming pools and golf courses oro on lap
for the 5th Infantry Division when il mo-
ves in1o its occupationol oreo

In addiion, the dvision is making oll
offorts at tho present to continua <ending
tnavo parlies to Paris, the Riviero ond the
United Kingdem Furloughs to the United
States howevar, are o thing of the post

The army hos discontinued such furloughs
* ----en of tho need for shipping spoce
+ “tanps ond roturn of

to tho stales

Gerda’s “Letter to Americans”
was published in a military news-
paper shortly after the war had
ended. Gerda wrote this just two
days after being liberated.

DATED MAY 25, 1945



Jews were forced to wear yellow “Jude” stars —
German for “Jew” — marking and dehumanizing
them. In the Netherlands and France, these stars
were labeled “Jood” and “Juif.”



