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Communist Manifesto

In November 1847 the Communist League, a secretive international association of

Communist Manifesto, written by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, and excerpted here,
has since become one of humankind'’s most controversial and studied political

documents.

A spectre is haunting Europe—the spectre of
Communism. All the Powers of old Europe

have entered into a holy alliance to exorcise this
spectre. . . .

Two things result from this fact.

I. Communism is already acknowledged by
all European Powers to be itself a Power.

II. It is high time that Communists should
openly, in the face of the whole world, publish their
views, their aims, their tendencies, and meet this
nursery tale of the spectre of Communism with a
Manifesto [written statement] of the [Communist]
party itself. . . .

The history of all hitherto existing society is
the history of class struggles.

Freeman and slave, patrician and plebeian,
lord and serf, guild-master and journeyman, in a
word, oppressor and oppressed, stood in constant
opposition to one another, carried on uninterrupted,
now hidden, now open fight, a fight that each time
ended, either in a revolutionary re-constitution of
society at large, or in the common ruin of the con-
tending [battling] classes. . . .

Society as a whole is more and more split-
ting up into two great hostile camps, into two great
classes directly facing each other: Bourgeoisie and
Proletariat. . . .

The bourgeoisie, wherever it has got the
upper hand, has put an end to all feudal, patriar-
chal, idyllic relations. . . . It has resolved personal
worth into exchange value, and in place of the
numberless indefeasible [incapable of being
undone] chartered freedoms, has set up that single,
unconscionable [unprincipled] freedom—Free
Trade. In one word, for exploitation, veiled by reli-
gious and political illusions, it has substituted
naked, shameless, direct, brutal exploitation. . . .

-
i workers, met in London to draft a theoretical and practical program for their party. The

In proportion as the bourgeoisie, i.e., capi-
tal, is developed, in the same proportion is the pro-
letariat, the modern working-class, developed, a
class of laborers, who live only so long as they find
work, and who find work only so long as their
labor increases capital. These laborers, who must
sell themselves piecemeal, are a commodity, like
every other article of commerce, and are conse-
quently exposed to all the vicissitudes [unpre-
dictable changes] of competition, to all the
fluctuations of the market. . . .

In what relation do the Communists stand to
the proletarians as a whole? . . .

The distinguishing feature of Communism
is not the abolition of property generally, but the
abolition of bourgeois property. But modern bour-
geois private property is the final and most com-
plete expression of the system of producing and
appropriating products, that is based on class
antagonism, on the exploitation of the many by the
few.

In this sense, the theory of the Communists
may be summed up in the single sentence: Aboli-
tion of private property. . . .

You are horrified at our intending to do
away with private property. But in your existing
society private property is already done away with
for nine-tenths of the population; its existence for
the few is solely due to its non-existence in the
hands of those nine-tenths. You reproach us, there-
fore, with intending to do away with a form of
property, the necessary condition for whose.exis-
tence is the non-existence of any property for the
immense majority of society.

In one word, you reproach us with intending
to do away with your property. Precisely so: that is
just what we intend. . . .
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